The OLD and NEW 

TESTAMENT 

Connected in the 

HISTORY 

O F T H E 

J E W S 

AND 

NEIGHBOURING NATIONS, 

FROW THE 

Dcclenfion of the Kingdoms 

O F 

ISRAEL and J V T> A H 

TO THE 



TIME CHRIST. 



ByHUMPHRET PRIDEAUX, D. D. 

DEAN of iVO/?/F/CE 




PART I. 




The Fifth Edition. 




LONDON: 

Printed for R. Knaploc k, at the B'tjhop's Head in St. PauVs Church* 
Tardi and j. T o n s o n, at Shake/pear's Head over-agaihfl: 
Katharine-Street in the Strand. MDCC XVIII. 







To the Right Honourable 



DANIEL 

Earl of NOTTINGHAM, 

IPreJidentof his Majejlys mqft Honourable 
Privy-CounciL 

My Lord? 

T being by Your Recommendation 
to Your noble Father, that I was 
by him made Prebendary of the 
Cathedral Church of Norwich-, 
while he was Lord Chancellor of 
England-, and it being alio by Your 
Lordfhip's like favourable Recommendation of me 
to Her late Majefty Queen Anne, that I was pro- 
moted to be Dean of the lame Church ; I hum- 
bly offer unto Your Lordlhip this Product of my 
Studies, in a grateful Acknowledgment of the 
Favours I have received from You* And if the Pub- 
Voi* I A 2 lick 




The Dedication. 

iick receive any Benefit from it (as I hope Ibme 
may) nothing is more juft and reafonable, than 
that they fhould receive it through Your Lord- 
fhip's Hands, who in having been fo much a Patron 
to the Author have acquired thereby the beft Title 
to all the Fruits of my Labours. What I now 
offer unto Your Lordfhip is only the firft Part of 
what is intended. If God gives Life the fecond 
fhall follow, and beg its PafTage into the World 
under the fame Patronage. The only additional 
Favour I am now capable of receiving is Your 
Lordfhip's kind Acceptance of this Expreflion of 
my Gratitude, which I humbly pray from Your 
Hands; and I am, 

My Lord, 



Tour mofi ObedienU and 



mofl Obliged Humble Servant* 



Humphrey Prideaux. 
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|H E calamitous diftemper of the ftone, and the 
unfortunate management I fell under after being 
cut for it, having driven me out of the pulpit, 
in wholly difabling me for that duty of my pro- 
fe(fion,_that I might not be altogether ufelefs, I 
undertook this work, hoping that the clearing 
of the facred hiftory by the prophane, the connecting of the 
Old Tefiament with the New by an account of the times inter- 
vening, and the explaining of the prophecies that were fulfilled 
in them, might be of great ufe to many. What is now pub- 
limed is only the firft part of my defign. If God gives life the 
other will fbon after follow j but if it mould pleafe him, who is 
the dilpofer of all things, that it happen otherwife, yet this hi- 
ftory being brought down to the times, when the canon of the 
Hebrew fcriptures was rimmed, it may of it felf be reckoned a 
complete work. For it may ferve as an epilogue to the Old Te~ 
fiament, in the fame manner, as what after is to follow, will be 
a prologue to the New. 

Chronology and Geography being necefTary helps to hi- 
ftory, and good chronological tables being molt ufeful for the 
one, as good maps are for the other, I have taken full care of 
the former, not only by adding fiich tables in the conclufion of 
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the work, as may anfwer this end, but alfb by digefting the 
whole into the form of annals under the years before Chrifi, and 
the years of the Kings that then reigned over Judea } both 
which are added in the margin, at the beginning of every year 
in which the actions hapned that are related. And as to the lat- 
ter, fince Dr. Wells, Cellarius, and Reland have Efficiently pro- 
vided for it, both by good maps of the countries this hiftory re- 
lates to, and alfb by accurate defcriptions of them, I need do no 
more than refer the reader to what they have already done in 
this matter. What Dr. Wells hath done herein being witten in 
Englijh, will beft ferve the Englijh reader, but they that are al- 
fb skill'd in the Lat'm tongue may moreover confult the other 
two. 

In the annals I have made ufe of no other sera but that of 
the years before Chrifi, reckoning it backward from the vulgar 
aera of Chrijl's incarnation, and not from the true time of it. For 
learned men are not all agreed in the fixing of the true time of 
ChrijTs incarnation, fbme placing it two years, and fbme four 
years before the vulgar ajra. But where the vulgar a?ra begins, 
all know, that ufe it j and therefore the reckoning of the years 
before Chrifi backward from thence, makes it a fix'd and certain 
aera. The difference that is between the true year of our Savi- 
our's incarnation, and that of the vulgar aera of it, proceeded 
from hence, that it was not till the 5 x7 th year of that sera that 
it was firft brought into ufe. a Dionyjius Exiguus, a Scythian by 
birth, and then a Roman Abbot, was the firft author of it; and 
Beda our countryman, taking it from him, ufed it in all his 
writings and the recommendation which he gave it thereby, 
hath made it of common ufe among chriftians ever fince, efpe- 
cially in thefe weftern parts. Had all chriftians calculated their 
time by it from the beginning of the church of Chrifi, (as it 
could be wifhed they had) there could then have been no miftake 
in it. But it being five hundred twenty feven years after ChriJPs 
incarnation, before this aera of it was ever ufed, no wonder, that 
after fb great a diftance of time a miftake was made in the fix- 
ing of the firft year of it. 



« SeeScatiget, Calvffius, and other chronologers, inthofe parts of their works, -where they write of 
the vulgar «raof Chrijt. And fee alfi Du PinV bijhry of ecdefiafticol writers. Gent. 6. p. 4 z. and 
^r.CaveVHiftonaLiteraria, p. 40f. . . . 
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The au-a from the creation of the world is of* very common 
ufe in chronology ,• but this I Have rejected, becaufe of the un- 
certainty of it, muft. chronologers following different opinions 
herein, fbme reckoning the time of the creation fboner, and 
fbme later, and fearce any two agreeing in the fame year for it. 

T h e Jultan period is indeed a certain meafure of time, but 
its certainty depends upon a reckoning backward, in the fame 
manner as that of the sera before Chrifi. For it being a period 
of 7080 Julian years made out of the three cycles of the fan, 
moon, and indiclion, multiplied into each other ; and the firft. 
year of it beirig that, in which all thefe three cycles begin toge- 
ther, this firfl year can be no etherwife fixed, than by computing 
backward from the prefent numbers of thofe cycles through all 
the different combinations of them, till we come to that year in 
which the firft year of every one of them meet together, which 
carries up the reckoning feveral hundred years before the crea- 
tion, and fixeth the beginning of the period in an imaginary 
point of time before time was. And therefore, altho' from that 
beginning it computes downward, yet the whole of its certainty 
is by a backward reckoning from the prefent years of thofe cycles. 
For according as they are, all muft be reckoned upward even to 
the beginning of the period. So that altho' in appearance it 
reckons downward, yet in reality it is only a backward computa- 
tion to tell us how many years fince any thing was done from the 
prefent year. For in the numbers of the three cycles of the pre- 
fent year it hath a real and fix'd foundation for an upward rec- 
koning, and fo in any other year in which the faid numbers are 
known 5 whereas it hath none at all for a downward reckoning, 
but what is in the imagination only. And therefore this being 
the true and real ufe of the Julian period, the sera before Chrifi^ 
for the times I treat of, ferves all the purpofes of chronology al- 
together as wellj if not much better. For adding the years be- 
fore Chriji to thofe fince Chrifi, according to the vulgar aira, it 
immediately tells us how many years fince any action before the 
time of Chrifi was done, and the Julian period can do no more^ 
and indeed it cannot do thus much but by reduction, whereas 
it is done the other way directly, immediately, and at firft fight. 
However, in the tables I have put the Julian period, and have 
reduced to it not only the years before Chrifi, but alfb the years 
of the princes reigning in Jttdea, and the neighbouring coun- 
tries, 
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tries, and all things elfe that are treated of in this hiftory ,- and 
hereby the fynchronifins, or coincident times and tranfactions of 
other nations, may eafily be known. 

The year I compute by in the annals is the Julian year, which 
begins from the firft. of January ,- and to this I reduce all the 
actions I treat of, tho' they were originally reckoned by other 
forms. The b Greeks before the time of Meto begun their year 
from the winter fblftice, and after from that of the lummer. 
The Egyptians, Chaldeans, and ancient Per/tans , reckoned the 
firft of the month Thoth to be always the firft day of their year, 
which confifting of three hundred fixty five days, without a leap 
year, c it begun every fourth year one day fboner than it did be- 
fore, and fb in the /pace of one thousand four hundred and fixty 
years its beginning was carried backward through the whole 1b- 
lar year. The Syrians and the Phoenicians begun their year from 
the autumnal equinox, and ib did alfb the Hebrews, till their 
coming up out of the land of Egypt. But that hapning in the 
month of Nifan, in commemoration of this deliverance they af- 
terwards begun their year from d the beginning of that month, 
which ufually hapned about the time of the vernal equinox. And 
this form they ever after made life of in the calculating of the times 
of their fafts and feftivals, and all other ecclefiaftical times and 
concerns. But in all civil matters, as contracts, obligations, 
and fuch other affairs, which were of a fecular nature, they frill 
made ufe of the old form, and begun their year as formerly from 
the firft of Tifri - 3 which hapned about the time of the autumnal 
equinox. And from hence they began c all their jubilees and 
fabbattical years, and all other their computations of civil mat- 
ters, as they ftill do the years of the creation of the world, and 
the years of their asra of contracts } which are the only epocha's 
they now compute paft times by. Anciently f the form of the 
year, which they made ufe of, was wholly inartificial. For it 
was not fettled by any aftronomical rules or calculations, but was 
made up of lunar months, fet out by the phafis or appearance of 
the moon. When they faw the new moon then they began their 



b Vide Scaligerum, Petavium aliofque Chronologos in eis locis ubi de anno Gracorum agunt. 
« So it was tn the time of the laft Darius, but afterwards the Perfians compenfated for the hfs of the 
leap year, by adding an intercalary month of thirty days every one hundred and thirtieth year. 

Tv/.ConV."" % aa n, ^ u £ e £ fc e XV J 9 ' I°' f Talmud in Tra£l - Ru<h Haslhanah. 

Maimonides in Kedduih Hachodefli. Selden de anno civil, veterum Judajorum. 
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months, which, fbmetimes confifted of twenty nine days, and 
fbmetimes of thirty, according as the new moon did fboner or 
later appear. The reafbn of this was becaufe the fynodical courle 
of the moon (that is, from new moon to new moon) being 
twenty nine days and an half, the half day, which a month of 
twenty nine days fell fhort of it, was made up by adding it to 
the next month, which made it confift of thirty days ; fb that 
their months confifted of twenty nine days and thirty days alter- 
natively. None of them had fewer than twenty nine days, and 
therefore they never look'd for the new moon before the night 
following the twenty ninth day, and if they then law it, the 
next day was the firft day of the following month. Neither had 
any of their months more than thirty days, and therefore they 
never looked for the new moon after the night following the 
thirtieth day j but then, if they law it not, they concluded that 
the appearance was obftruct.ed by the clouds, and made the next 
day the firft of the following month, without expecting any lon- 
ger ,• and of twelve of thele months their common year confift- 
ed. But twelve lunar months falling eleven days fhort of a fblar 
year, every one of thole common years began eleven days fboner 
than the former which in thirty three years time would carry 
back the beginning of the year through all the four feafbns to 
the lame point again, and get a whole year from the fblar rec- 
koning, (as is now done in Turkey, where this Ibrt of year is in 
ufe,-) for the remedying of which their ufage was fbmetimes in 
the third year, and fbmetimes in the fecond, to caft in another 
month, and make their year then confift of thirteen months ; 
whereby they conftantly reduced their lunar year, as far as fuch 
an intercalation could effect, it, to that of the fun, and never 
fufFered the one, for any more than a month, at any time to 
vary from the other. And this they were forced to do for the 
fake of their feftivals. For their feaft of the paffover (the firft 
day of which 8 was always fix'd to the middle of their month 
Nifan) being to be celebrated by their eating of the pafchal 
lamb, and the offering up of the wave fheaf, as the firft fruits of 
their barley harveft ,• and their feaft of Pentecoft, which was h kept 
the fiftieth day after the fixteenth of Nifan y (which was the day, 



s Exod. xii. 3--ao. Levit. xxiii. 4--r8. Numb, xxviii. i<5, 1 7. 
17. Deut. xvi. 9. 
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in which the wave fheaf was offered) being to be celebrated by 
the offering of the two wave loaves, as the firft-fruits of their 
1 wheat harveft; and their feaft of tabernacles, which was al- 
ways begun k in the fifteenth of Tifr't, being fix'd to the time 
1 of their ingathering of all the fruits of the earth : The paffo- 
ver could not be obferved, till the lambs were grown fit to be 
eaten, and the barley fit to be reaped nor the pentecoft till the 
wheat was ripe ; nor the feaft of tabernacles, till the ingather- 
ings of the vineyard and olive yard were over. And therefore 
thefe feftivals being fixed to thefe let feafbns of the year, the 
making of the intercalation above-mentioned, was necefTary for 
the keeping them within a month fboner or later always to 
them. The rule for the doing of this was, ra whenever ac- 
cording to the courfe of the common year the fifteeenth day 
of Nifan (which was the firft day of unleavened bread, and 
the firft day of their pafchal fblemnity) hapned to fall be- 
fore the day of their vernal equinox, then they intercalated a 
month, and the pafchal : fblemnity was thereby carried on a 
month farther into the year, and all the other feftivals with it. 
For according as the pafchal feftival was fixed, fb were all the 
reft j that is, the pentecoft fifty days after the fecond day of 
the pafchal feaft, (i. e. the fixteenth of Nifan) on which the 
wave fheaf was offered and the feaft of tabernacles fix months 
after the beginning of the laid pafchal feaft. For as the firft 
day of the pafchal feaft was the fifteenth of Nifan, (the four- 
teenth, on the evening of which the folemnity began in the 
flaying of the pafchal lambs, being but the eve of the pafTover) 
fb the firft day of the feaft of tabernacles was on the fifteenth 
of Ttfri, juft fix months after. To make this the more clear 
let it be obferved, that the Hebrew months were as followeth 
i. Nifan, z.Iyar, 3. Shan, ^.Tamuz, y.Ab, 6. EM, 7.Tifrz y 
8. Marchefuan, 9. Cifleu, \o.Thebeth, xi\Shebat } 12. Adar. 
And thefe twelve made their common year. But in their inter- 
calated years there was another month added after Adar, which 
they called Veadar, or the fecond Adar ; and then their year 
confifted of thirteen months. Suppofing therefore their vernal 



■ Here it is to be obferved, that in Judea the barky harvefi was before the wheat harvefi, and fo it 
was,n Egypt. For the barley was ,n the ear when the wheat and rye were not grown «£. Exod. ir. 
3 ,3 Levit. xxui. 34, and 39. Levit. xxiii ao mTalim.H • 

Rom Haslhanah. Maimonides in KidduO, Hachodefli. Selden de A„ no CiviH veterum Jud£ 
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equinox mould have been on the tenth of March, (whereabout 
now it is) and that the fifteenth of Nifan, the firft day of their 
paffover, fhould in the common courfe of their year happen to 
fall on the ninth of March, the day before the equinox; then 
on their forefeeing of this they intercalated a month, and after 
their Adar added their Jfeadar, which fometimes confifted of 
twenty nine days, and fometimes of thirty according as it hap- 
ned - t at prefent we will fuppofe it to be of thirty days, and then 
the firft of Nifan, which is to begin this year, inftead of being 
on the twenty third of February, (as otherwife it would) muft 
be carried on thirty days forward to the twenty fifth of March, 
and their paffover to the eighth of April following. But the 
next year after beginning eleven days fboner, for the reafbn I 
have mentioned, the firft of Nifan muft then have hapned on 
the fourteenth of March, and the firft day of the paffover on 
the twenty eighth of the lame month. And the next year af- 
ter that, the firft of Nifan muft for the lame reafbn have hap- 
ned on the third of March, and the firft day of the paffover on 
the feventeenth of March. And the next year after that, ac- 
cording to this calculation, the firft of Nifan would have hapned 
on the twentieth of February, and the firft day of the paffover 
on the fixth of March following. But this being before the 
equinox, another intercalation of the month J^eadar muft have 
been made. And Co after the fame manner it went through all 
other years ; whereby it came to pais, that the firft of Nifan, 
which was the beginning of their year, always was within fifteen 
days before or fifteen days after the vernal equinox, that is, 
within the compafs of thirty days in the whole fooner or later ; 
and according as that was fixed, fb were fixed alio the begin- 
nings of all their other months, and all the fafts and feafts 
obferved in them. But this inartificial way of forming their 
months and years, was in ufe among them only while they 
lived in their own land, and there might eafily receive notice 
of what was ordained in this matter, by thofe . who had the care 
and ordering of it. For when they became difperied through 
all nations, they were forced to make ufe of cycles and 
aftronomical calculations, for the fixing of their new moons, 
and intercalations, and the times of their feafts, fails, and 
other obfervances ; that fo they might be every where uni- 
form herein. The firft cycle they made ufe of -for this pur- 
"STou I. a z pole 
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pofe n was that of eighty four years. By this they fixed their 
pa/chal feaft, and by that their whole year befides. And the ufe 
hereof the primitive chriftians borrowed from them, and for 
fomc of the firft centuries fixed their Eafter in every year accor- 
ding to it. But this after Come time being found to be faulty, 
Mao's cycle of nineteen years ° was after the council of Nice 
brought into ufe by them for this purpofe inftead of the other, 
and the Jews following their example herein, almoft about die 
fame time came into the fame ufagc alfb ; and upon this cycle 
is founded the prefent form of their year. The firft who began 
to work it into this fhapc, r was Rabbi Samuel, rector of the 
Jewiflj fchool at Sora in Mefopotom'ta j Rabbi Adda, who was 
a great aftronomcr, purfucd his Scheme; and after him Rabbi 
Hillcl about the year of our Lord 36*0 brought it to that perfe- 
ction in which now it is, and being Na/i or prince of their fan- 
hedrim, he gave it the authority of his (auction, and by virtue 
thereof it hath ever fince been oMerved by them, and they (ay 
always is to be obferved to the coming of the Mejfiab. Ac* 
cording to this form 1 there are within the compafs of the fai4 
nineteen years cycle, feven intercalated years, confiding of tbir* 
teen months, and twelve common years confiding of twelve 
months. Their intercalated years are the third, the fixth, die 
eighth, the eleventh, the fourteenth, the (cvcntccnth, and the 
nineteenth of that cycle 5 and when one round of this cycle is over, 
dicy begin another, and fo con ftantly according to it fix their new 
moons, (at which all their months begin) and all their fafts and 
fcafts in every year. And this form of thejr year, it muft he ac-r 
knowlcdgcd, is very exactly and a. ftronomicaljy. contrived, and 
may truly be reckoned the grcatcft piece of art and ingenuity, that 
is to be found among that people. They who would thoroughly 
undcrftand it may read Mqitwnides's tract Ktd^ujh HqcbpfaJh, 
which hath been publifhcd in a very gooo* Lerfhf tran(latjan. by 
Lewis deVcil) undc the title De Cqnf*crafione Calewfqrvm, where 
he will find it very exactly and pcrfpicuoufly defcqbed. 

These having been the forms of the JewiJJf year, tfoat i?> 



> Vide Bochciiom 4c aoiiauo Pafdutfl Judxorem cyclo. • Epiftoja AmlwoGl $3. ad 

Epifcojx* per JEm\\\un conrtieutoi. // tJdity ilie itmmtUiflilce rtfrrttd h tin tkm-<b*f AWttm. 
dtia rt tty yitr It fix the timr if Eaflrr, mmi tb<y di^it fy Mttfx'i rydt. if mi^Utmyt4fi' 

r JTochafin; ShfJrttclah ' Haccahila; & Zcnuefi Dmvtd: & cx ilfdeoi Morinui (n Exrrcitai. 
prima in Penuieachum Suniriianutn, c*p. 3. * Talmud in R0Q1 Haifhuita. MaiOiookMt 

in KJddulh HachodeOiflcSeldcaui dcuno civil! rrtcram Jodeorum. 
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the inartificial form ufcd by the ancients in the land of Ca»aan % 
and the artificial and aftronomical form now in ufe among the 
moderns thoughouc all their difperfions,- according to neither 
of them can the days of the Jewijb mOntlis be fixed to any cer- 
tain days of the months in the Julian year. For in both of them 
the months being lunar, and the intercalations made of one whole 
lunar month at once, the days of thofe mbnths to the rail ex- 
tent of one rail lunar month fell fbmcrimes fooner, and fome*- 
times later in the folar form. Since the Jewijb kal'endar hath 
been fixed by Rabbi Hillel upon the certain foundations of 
afbronomy, tables may indeed be madc> which may point oub to 
what day in that kalendar vefy day in the Julian year fhall ira- 
fwcrj but this cannot be done for the time before, bbcaufe while 
they went inartificially to work in this matter by the phafis and 
appearance of the moon, both for the beginning of their months 
and years, and the making of their intercalations, they did not 
always do it exactly j but often varied from the aftronomical 
truth herein. And this latter having been their way through 
all the rimes, of which this hiftory treats, we cannot, when we 
find the day of any Jewijb month mentioned cither in the fcrip- 
turcs, or in Jofepbm y reduce it exactly to its time In fh6 Ja- 



a month fooncr or later. Kepler indeed holds, that the jfewi/b 
year was a folar year confiding of twelve months of thirty days 
each, and an addition of five days after the laft of them ; and 
our countreymcn, archbifliop UJhcr and Mr. bydiat, two of the 
moft eminent chronologcrs that any age hath produced, go into 
the fame opinion. Such an year I acknowledge was in ufe among 
the Chatdeansy from whom dbrabaiH wad defended; and afft 
among the Egyptians, with whoia the I fr alkies long lived! And 
I doubt not, but that before their coniin£ out of the larid- of 
Egypt they alfo reckoned that time by the fame formt For 
the time of the flood & mauifcftlf computed by id * in the bbok 
of* GeneJiS) an hundred; and fifty days being there made c^ual' tb 
five months, which prove* thofe- months to have been* thirty day 
months. But that' the Ifraelitet made ufe of this fort of y&s a£ 
ter their coming out of Egypt> can never be made confiftfog 
with the Moftucal law. According to that diclr ycai muft-b* 



Han year, or there fix it 




than within the compafs of 



• Chap. vii. I r. ttmptrti with tbtf. vifl. 3, 4. 
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made up of months purely lunar, and could no otherwife, that* 
by an intercalary month, be reduced to the fblar form. And 
there being a neceflity of making this intercalation for the keep- 
ing of their feftivals to their proper feafons, by this means it comes 
to pals, that the beginnings of their months cannot be fixed to 
any certain day in the Julian kalendar, but they fell always with- 
in the compaft of thirty days fboner or later therein. That the 
thing may appear the clearer to the reader, I mall exprels it in 
this following fcheme, wherein the firft column gives the names 
of the Jewtfh months, and the fecond of the Julian months, 
within the compafs of which the laid Jewijh months fet over a- 
gainft them have always fooner or later their beginning and end- 
ing,- and this is the neareft view that can be given of the cor- 
refpondency of the one with the other. 



x. Nifan, 


C March, 
I April: 


7. Tifri, 


^September, 
lOBober. 


2. Iyar, 


\April, 
1 May. 


S.Marche/van, 


\Oc~lober, 
c November. 


3. Sivan, 


SMay, 
(■June. 


p. Cifleu, 


S November, 
t December. 


4. Tamuzj 


\June, 
Yjuly. 


xo.Tebeth, 


^December, 
\ January. 


5 .Ab, 


SJ«h, 

I Augufi. 


1 1. Shebat, 


^January, 
(February. 


6.Elut 


tAugufi, 
\September. 


12 Adar, 


(Feburary, 
I March. 



The thirteenth month called f^eadar, or the fecond Adar, an- 
fwered moft at an end to our March, it being then only interca- 
lated or caft in, when the beginning of Nifan would otherwife be 
carried back into the end of February. 

I have in the feries of this hiftory, taken no notice either of 
the jubilees, or the fabbatical years of the Jews, both becaufe 
of the ufelelsnefs, and alfo of the uncertainty of them. They 
are ufelels, becaufe they help not to the explaining of any thing 
either in the holy fcriptures, or the hiftories of the times which 
I treat of j and they are uncertain, becaufe it doth not appear 
when or how they were obferved. It is acknowledged by moft 
learned men, that the jubilees were no more regarded after the 
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Babylonijh captivity. And it is manifeft from fcripture, that the 
fabbatical years where wholly neglected for many ages before it. 
For the defblation, which hapned to the countrey of Judea un- 
der that captivity, is faid in the fecond book of Chronicles (chap, 
xxxvi. ii.) to have been brought upon it for this very reafbn, 
that the land might enjoy its fabbaths, that is, thofe fabbatical 
years of reft, which the Jews in neglecting the law of God con- 
cerning this matter had deprived it of And therefore if we rec- 
kon to this defolation only the fifty two years, that were from 
the deftruction of the city and temple of Jerufalem to the end 
of the Babylonijh captivity (in which the land was wholly defb- 
lated) this will prove the obferving of thole fabbatical years to 
have been neglected for three hundred fixty four years before 
that captivity. But if we add hereto the other eighteen years 
of that captivity, in which it was only in part delblated, and 
take in the whole feventy years of it into this reckoning, it 
will then carry up the time of this neglect much higher, even 
to four hundred and ninety years before that captivity. And as 
to the- jubilees there is no mention made of them any where 
through the whole fcriptures, faving only in that law where they 
gxe enjoined j neither is there of their fabbatical years, having 
only in the fame law, and the place in Chronicles above-menti- 
oned. There are indeed two other places of fcripture, which 
fbme underftand concerning them, (that is, z Kings xix. 29. and 
Jeremiah xxxiv. 8, o, 10.) But both thefe pafTages do better ad- 
mit of other interpretations. For what is faid in the former of 
thefe feems rather to refer to the defolations of the war, and the 
interruption of agriculture through the violences and calamity 
of it, than to a fabbatical year, and fb Grotius, and other learn- 
ed men underftand it. And what is faid in the other by Jere- 
miah about the releafe of fervants, doth not infer a fabbatical 
year, nor a jubilee neither. For every Hebrew fervant f was to 
be releafed in the feventh year of his fervitude, tho' it were nei- 
ther a jubilee, nor a fabbatical year, and therefore this inftance 
infers neither of them. And thofe who undertake to interpret 
the law, which enjoins thefe jubilees, and fabbatical years, ve- 
ry much differ concerning them, both as to the time and man- 
ner of their obfervance. Some will have the reckoning both of 
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die faBbatical years, and the jubilees to commence from the firft 
entering of the Ifraelites into the land of Canaan, and therefore 
place the firft fabbatical year in the feventh year after that en- 
trance, and the firft jubilee alfo according hereto. But others 
fay, that the land was feven years in conquering and dividing ; 
and that the eighth year was the firft, in which the Ifraelites 
began to fbw, and reap in it ; and that therefore the fourteenth 
year was the firft fabbatical year,- and according to this reckon- 
ing they put the firft fabbatical year, and the firft jubilee, fe- 
ven years later than the former, and fb the numbers of all the 
reft that follow. And then as to the time of the jubilee there 
is this difpute, whether it be the fame with the feventh fabbati- 
cal year, or the next year after. The reafbn of this difpute is, 
becaufe if it be on the year after the feventh fabbatical year, then 
there will be two fabbatical years together : (for the year of ju- 
bilee was alfo 1 a fabbatical year,) and in this cafe there would 
be the lofs of two crops together 5 and then it will be asked, 
how could the people be fupported? And they who, notwith- 
ftanding this objection, determine for the year next after the 
feventh fabbatical year to have been the year of jubilee, tho' 
v they have the fcripture on their fide in this particular, yet are 
not agreed where to begin the next week of years (or Shemit- 
tah as the Jews call it) after that feventh fabbatical year, that 
is, whether the year of jubilee, or the next year after it, was 
to be the firft year of that week or Shemittah. If the jubilee 
year were the firft year of that Week, then there would have 
been but five years for them to fow and reap in between the ju- 
bilee (which was alfo a fabbatical year) and the next fabbatical 
year after,- whereas w the fcripture faith, they were to have fix. 
And if the firft year of the next Shemittah, were the next year 
after the jubilee, then the Shemittah 's would not always fucceed 
in an exact, feries immediately one after the other, but after the 
feventh Shemittah the year of jubilee would intervene between 
that and the next, which difagreeth with the opinion of many. 
However it is indeed the truth of the matter, and I know no 
objection againft it, but that it expofeth the error of thofe, who 
thinking, that the fabbatical years did always happen each ex- 
actly on the feventh year after the former, have in that order 
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and /cries placed them in their chronological computations, with- 
out confidering, that after every forty ninth year a jubilee year 
did intervene between the Sbetnittab, chat then ended, and the 
beginning of die next that followed. But they act ■moft out of 
the way in this matter, who would confine Daniel's prophecy of 
the feventy weeks to fo many Sbemittab's, as if thele feventy 
weeks fell in cxacHy with feventy Sbemittab's, that is, that the 
Jirft week began with the firft year of a Sbemitsab or fobbatical 
week, and ended with a fabbatical year, which was the laft of a 
Sbemittab, and fb all the reft down to the laft of the \vholc 
number 5 and to this end fbme have perplexed themifid ves in vain 
to find out fabbatical years to luit their hypothec's, and fix diem 
to rimes to which they did never belong j whereas d*e prophecy 
means no more than by the feventy weeks to expreis kvency 
times feven years, that is, four hundred and ninety in the \v4ok*, 
without any relation had cither to Sbemittab's or fabbatical years. 
And were it odicrwifc, the feventy weeks of Daniel, betides d»c 
feventy Sbemittab's muft have contained nine years more for the 
nine jubilees, which muft have hapned within the compafs of 
the laid feventy Sbemittab's, and thereby make the whole num- 
ber of thofc weeks to be four hundred ninety nine years, whicn Hb 
one that I know of hath ever yet (aid. And therefore 'fincc 
there is nothing certain to be known, concerning thele fabWtp- 
cal years and jubilees of the Jews, as to their ancient obfervancte 
of them, and consequently there can be no ufe made of them 
for the explication cither of fcripture or hiftory, 1 haVc ndc 
troubled the reader with them in the body of this hiftory, arid 
I wifh I have not troubled him too far in faying fo much of 
them here in the preface. 

In the (cries of this hiftory Jiaving often endeavoured to re- 
duce the fumsof money mentioned therein to the value they would 
bear with us in this prefent age, whether gold or filvcr,- I think 
it recjuifitc to lay down the rules whereby I make this reducti- 
on. It is to be obferved therefore, in order hereto, that ambH£ 
the ancients the way of reckoning their money was by talents. 
So the Hebrews, fo the Babylonians, fo the Greeks, atid fo rite 
Romans did reckon ; and of theft* talents they had ftiklivifipns, 
which were ufually into mina's and drachms ; /. e. of their ta- 
lents into mina's, and of their mina's into drachms. The Hebrews 
had befides tlicfe their fhckels, and half fliek'els, or beka's, and 
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the Romans their denarii, which laft were very near of the fame 
value with the drachms of the Greeks. What was the value of 
an Hebrew talent appears from Exodus xxxviii. 2j, 26. For 
there fix hundred and three thoufand five hundred and fifty 
perfbns being taxed at an half fhekel an head, they mult have 
paid in the whole three hundred and one thoufand feveri hun- 
dred feventy five fhekels, and that fum is there faid to amount 
to an hundred talents, and one thoufand feven hundred fe- 
venty five fhekels over ; if therefore you deduct, the one thou- 
fand feven hundred feventy five fhekels from the number three 
hundred and one thoufand feven hundred feventy five , and di- 
vide the remaining fum, /: e. three hundred thoufand, by an 
hundred, this will prove each of thofe talents to contain three 
thoufand fhekels. Each of thefe fhekels weighed about three 
fhillings of our money, and fixty of them x Ezekiel tells us made 
a mina j and therefore fifty of thofe mina's made a talent. And 
as to their drachms, it appears by the gofpel of St. Matthezv, 
that it was the fourth part of a fhekel, that is, nine pence of our 
money. For there (chap. xvii. ver. 24.) the tribute money an- 
nually paid to the temple by every Jew (which was 7 half a 
fhekel) is called A^-^^ov, (/. e . the two drachm piece) and 
therefore if an half fhekel contained two drachms, a drachm 
muft have been the quarter part of a fhekel, and every fhekel 
muft have contained four of them , and fb Jofephus tells us it 
did. For he z faith, that a fhekel contained four Attic drachms, 
which is not exactly to be underftood according to the weight, 
but according to the valuation in the currency of common pay- 
ments. For according to the weight, the heavieft Attic drachms 
did not exceed eight pence farthing half farthing of our money, 
and an Hebrew drachm, as I have faid, was nine pence,- but 
what the Attic drachm fell fhort of the Hebrew in weight might 
be made up in the finenefs, and its ready currency in all coun- 
tries, (which laft the Hebrew drachm could not have) and fb 
might be made equivalent in common eftimation among the 
Jews. Allowing therefore a drachm, as well Attic as Jewijh, 
as valued in Judea, to be equivalent to nine pence of our mo- 
ney, a beka or half fhekel will be one {hilling and fix-pence, a 
fhekel three fhillings, a mina nine pound, and a, talent four 
hundred and fifty pound. So was it in the time of Mofes. and 
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Ezekiel, and fb was it the fame in the time of Jofephus among 
that people, for n he tells us, that an Hebrew mina contained 
two litra's and an half, which comes exadtly to nine pound of 
out; money. For a litra being the fame with a Roman libra con- 
tained . twelve ounces Troy weight, that is, ninety fix drachms, 
and therefore two litra's and an half muft contain two hundred 
and forty .drachms , which being eftimated at nine pence a 
drachm, according to the Jewifh valuation, comes exadtly to 
fixty fhekels, or nine pound of our money. And this account 
agreeth exactly with that of Alexandria. For b the Alexandrian 
talent contained twelve thoufand Attic drachms, and twelve thou- 
fand Attic drachms, according to the Jewifh valuation, being 
twelve thoufand of our nine pences, they amount to four hun- 
dred and fifty pound of fterling money, which is the fame value 
with the Mofaic talent. But here it is to be obferved, that 
though the Alexandrian talent amounted to twelve thoufand At- 
tic drachms, yet they themfelves reckoned it but at fix thoufand 
drachms ; becaufe every Alexandrian drachm contained c two 
Attic drachms , and therefore the Septuagjnt verfion being 
made by the Alexandrian Jews, they there render the Hebrew 
word Shekel by the Greek A^e**/* 5 ", which fignifieth two 
drachms, becaufe two Alexandrian drachms made a fliekel, two 
of them amounting to as much as four Attic drachms. And 
therefore computing the Alexandrian money according to the 
fame method in which we have computed the Jezvifh , it will 
be as followeth. One drachm of Alexandria will be of our mo- 
ney eighteen pence ,• one didrachm or fhekel confifting of two 
drachms of Alexandria, or four of Attica, will be three {hil- 
lings ; one mina, confifting of fixty drachms or (hekds, will be 
nine pound and one talent, confifting of fifty mina's, will be 
four hundred and fifty pound, which is the talent d of Mofes, 
and fo alfo is it the talent of e Jofephus. For he tells us, that 
an Hebrew talent contained an hundred Greek (i. e. Attic) mi- 
,na!s. For thofe fifty mina's, which here make an Alexandrian 
talent, would be an hundred Attic mina's in the like method of 
valuation, the Alexandrian talent, containing double as much as 
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the Attje talent, both in the whole and alfo in all its parts, in 
whatfoever method both mall he equally diftributed. Among 
the Qreeks the eftablifhed rule was, f that one hundred drachms 
made a rnioa, and fixty mina's a talent. But in lome different 
flutes their drachms being different, accordingly their mina's and 
talent? were within the fame proportion different alfb. But the 
nreney of A&tica was the ftandard, by which all the* reft were 
valued, according as they more or lefs differed from it. And 
iherefore it being of moft note, where-ever any Greek hiftorian 
speaks of talents, mina's, or drachms, if they be limply men- 
tioned, it is always to be underftood of talents, mina's, or 
drachms of Attica, and never of the talents, mina's, or drachms 
of any other place, tinkfs it be expreffed. Mr. Brerewood, 
going by the goldfmith ? s weights, 8 reckons an Attic drachm 
to, he the fame with a dram now in ufe in their mops, that 
is , the eighth part of an, ounce, and therefore lays it at the 
value of {even pence half penny of our money, or the eighth 
part of a crown, which is or ought to be an ounce weight, 
l^uf Dr. Bernard going more accurately to work, h lays the 
•middle fort of Attic, drachms at eight pence farthing of our 
money, and the mina's and talents accordingly, in the propor- 
tions above-mentioned. The Babylonian talent, according to 
' Pollux, contained feven thoufand of thole drachms. The Ro- 
man talent k contained feventy two Italic mina's, which were the 
lame, with the Roman libra's ; and ninety fix Roman denarius's, 
each, being of the value of feven pence half penny of our mo- 
ne ( y, made a Roman libra. But all the valuations I have hi- 
therto mentioned, muft be underftood only of filver money, 
and, not of gold, for that was much higher. The proportion 
of gold to filver was among the ancients moft commonly as 
te$ to one ,- fbmetimes it was railed; to be as eleven to one, 
awl lometimes as twelve j and lometmies as thirteen to one. 
In the time of King, Edward the Firft, it was here in England 
at the value of ten to one, but it is now gotten at lixteen to 
one , and C$ I value it r in all the reductions which I make in 
this, hiftory , of ancient fiuns to the prefent value. But to 



' Julii Pollucis Onomafticon, lib. 10. cap. 6. e In libro de ponderibus & pretiis vete- 

nim iiummprum. h In Hbro de menfuris & ponderibus antiquis. • Liib. 10. 

'6.; p. 437. k.'FflOw Pooflperas. 

make 



PRE FA C E. 

make the whole of this matter the eafier to the reader, I will 
lay all of it before him, for his clear view, in this following 
table of valuations. 

d-. 

Hebrew money. 

/. s. d. 

An Hebrew drachm, oooo 60 09 

Two drachms made a beka, or half fhekel,} 

which was the tribute-money paid by every >o boo oi 06* 
Jew to the temple, J 
Two beka's made a mekel, oopo 63 00 

Sixty Ihekels made a mina, • 0000 00 00 

Fifty mina's made a talent, 0450 00 00 

A talent of gold, fixteen to one, 7200 00 00 

Attic money, according to Mr. Brerewood. 

An Attic drachm, 0000 00 67- 

An hundred drachms made a mina, 0003 °* °°" 

Sixty mina's made a talent, 0187 10 00 

A talent of gold, fixteen to one. 3000"' Oo 00 

Attic money, according to Dr. Bernard. 

An Attic: drachm, 0000 00 08 - 

An hundred drachms made a mina, oooj 08 00* 

Sixty mina^. made a talent, 0-206' 05 oa 

A talent of gold} fixteen. to one, 3.300 00 00 

Babyloni/h money^ according to Mr, Brerewood. 

A Babyloni/h talent of filver, containing feven£ 

thoufzad Attic drachms, *5 °° 

A Babyloni/h talent in gold, fixteen to one, ; 3 job 00 00 

Babyloni/h moneys according to Dr. Bernard. 

A. Babyloni/h. talent in filver, 0240 12 06 

A Babyloni/h talent in gold, fixteen to one, 3 8 f o 00 00 

Alexandrian 
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Alexandrian money. 

/. s. d. 

A drachm of Alexandria, containing two Attic'} 

11 i iii «v ■ C 0000 01 06 

drachms, as valued by the Jews, } 

A didrachm of Alexandria , containing two ■> 

Alexandrian drachms, which was an //?->oooo 03 00 

brew fhekel, 3 

Sixty didrachms, or Hebrew fhekeis, made a? qq qq 

mina, j 

Fifty mina's made a talent, °45° 00 00 . 

A talent of gold, fixteen to one, . 7x00 00 00 

Roman money. 

Four feftercius's made a Roman denarius, 0000 00 07 \ 

Ninety fix Roman denarius's made an Italic k') 

mina, which was the fame with a Roman > 0003 00 00 
libra, J 
Seventy two Roman libra's made a talent, , on 6 00 00 

If any defire a fuller account of the money of, the ancients, 
he may read Mr. Brerewood de ponderibus & pretiis veterum 
nummorum ; Bifhop Cumberland, of the Jewijh meafures, weights, 
and moneys Dr. Bernard, de menfuris & ponderibus anti- 
quis 1 and others that have written of this argument. It fuf- 
ficeth for my prefent purpofe, that I here infert To much as 
may ferve for a key to thofe paffages in the enfuing hiftory, 
where any rum of money, or any quantity; of gold or filver 
is mentioned. 

S o little mention having been made of Zoroaflres by the 
weftern writers, whether Greek or Latin, the reader may per- 
chance be furprized to find fo much faid of him in this hifto- 
ry, and his time placed fo much later, than is vulgarly rec- 
koned. But how fparingly foever the Greeks or Latins may 
have been in fpeaking of him what hath been wanting in 
them hath been lufficiently fiipplied by the Per/tans and Arabs, 
who have given us large accounts of him, and have placed his 
time, whete truly it was, that is, in the time of Darius Hy- 

fiafpis 
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fiafp'is King of Perfia. Whatlbever we find written of hini 
by the Arabs, is taken from the Perfians. For it was not till 
after the time of Mahomet, that the Arabs had any literature 
among them , but the Per/tans had it long before. For we 
find in (capture, m that the Perfians had books and regifters, 
in which all the actions of their Kings, and the hiftcries of 
their reigns were carefully recorded ; and Cteftas a tells us the 
fame, and that it was out of thole books and regifters that 
he extracted his hiftory which he wjote of the Affyrtan and 
Perfian affairs, ° in twenty three books. And Perfia being 
the countrey which was the Icene of all Zoroaflres'% doings, 
there it is that we may moft likely expect the beft account 
of him. And lince he was there the founder, and great pa- 
triarch of the religion which was received, and reigned in 
that countrey from the time of Darius Hyflafpis to the death 
of Yazdegerd, for near eleven hundred and fifty years ; and 
eonlequently was among them (as he ftill is among the re- 
mainder of that feet) in the fame efteem and veneration, 
that Mahomet is among the Mahometans • no wonder that 
much hath been laid of him by their writers. And if thole\ 
Writers have been as ancient, as thole of the Greeks and other 
nations, I know not why they mould nOt have the lame au- 
thority. I acknowledge many fabulous things have crept in- 
to their writings concerning him, as there have into the Ro- 
man legends of their faints, and for the lame realon, that is, 
to create in vulgar minds the greater veneration for him. 
What I have out of the latter, I am beholden for to Dr. Hyde's 
book De religione veterum Perfarum, for I uriderftand riot the 
Perfian language. All that could be gotten out of both tliele 
lbrts of writers, concerning him Of his religion, that carry 
With it any air of truth, is here carefully laid together, as 
alio every thing elle that is laid of either of them by the Greeks', 
or any other authentic writers. And out of all this put toge- 
ther is made up that account, which I have given of this fa- 
mous impoftor. And if the life of Mahomet, which I have 
formerly publilh'd, be compared herewith, it will appear here-*' 
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by, how much of the way, which this latter impoftor took 
for the propagating of his fraud, had been chalked Quit to 
him by -the other. Both of them were very crafty knaves. 
But Zoroajlres being a perfbn of the greateft learning of his 
time, and the other fo wholly ignorant of it ? that he could 
neither write nor read, he was by much the more eminent of 
the two, though the other hath had the greater fuqcefs" in 
the propagation of his feci: } the Magians fcarce haying r ever 
enlarged themfelves beyond the prefent bounds of the. kjng-r 
dom of Perfiti, and fbme parts of Mefopotamia, Arabia, . and 
India v whereas the Mahometans have pveriprqad a great, part 
of the world. For which they have been beholden : to the 
prevailing power of two mighty empires erected; by. them, 
that is, that of the Saracens firft, and next that of the 
Turks, who having extended; their conquefts oyer many coun- 
tries and kingdoms, have by the power of the fword fub- 
jugated the inhabitants to their religion, as well as to their 
empire. • 

To make this hiftory the more clear, I have found it :n£- 
ceffary to tajce in within its compafs : th'e. ; affeu!S of alj (kg mh&c 
eaftern nations, as well as thofe of the Jews,. latter, mot 
being thoroughly to be underftoo.d without thft other.. And 
as far as the Grecian affairs have been complicated with $h©Je 
of Perjiq, Syria?, or Egypt , I have been . obliged to take 
notice of them alfb. And without deing thus,. I could -not 
lead the reader to fb clear a ; view of the completion , of thofe 
prophecies of the Old Tefiamgnt, which \ have in the enftung 
hiftory explained. For how could the completion cu 7 , the ;pr<3er 
phecy which we. have of Xerxes, and his fiirring up- of* .all 
againft the realm of Gretia {Daniel -ax. z.) be und^rftoody 
without having aja account of the war Wjhich> he made againft 
Grecia? . Or ho.w r could the fulfilling of the : prqpJaecies,. vuliidfei 
were delivered of Alexander-,: his .fwift; yidtories^, andi his breakfr 
ing by, them the power of, Pefcfia^ {Mam vit, 6> >and ■ c<fa Vim . f , 
(J, ,21. an.de ch. x. z,o. an*L xb 3, 4»); be hjcaugh.t intor a 
clear light,, without laying: be^te- the- readej^ titer, whole; fgries 
of thofe wars whereby it. . w^. efje&ed,?. Or how could,, the 
verification off the prophecies,; concerning' the: four, fucceffors 
of Alexander, written by the fame prophet, {Dan. viii. 8: arid 
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ch. xi. 4.) be fully evidenced, without giving a thorough nar- 
rative of all thofe tranfa&ons and wars, whereby it was 
brought to pais, that the empire of that great conqueror 
was at length divided among four of his chief commanders ? 
The inftance given in thefe particulars may ferve to fatisfy the 
reader as to all the reft. 

To make all things the eafier to the Englifh reader, for 
whom I chiefly defign this work, I have carefully avoided trou- 
bling him with any exotic words in the text. And where I have 
been forced in fbme places to infert Hebrew words, I have cho- 
fen for his fake to do it in Englifh letters. All things elfe, that 
may be above a mere Engli/h reader, I have referred to the 
notes and quotations at the bottom of the page, and in them I 
quote every thing in Engli/h, where the Englifh reader can exa- 
mine what I quote, and there only where he cannot, are the re- 
ferences and quotations in any other language. 

Several have in £atm written by way of annals of the 
times, of which I treat, as Torniellm, SaUanus y _ Cappelhs, and 
others. But above all of this kind are Archbifhop Ufher's an- 
nals of the Old and New Teftament, which is the exacteft and 
moft perfect work of chronology that hath been publifhed; to 
which, I acknowledge, I have been much beholden j and altho' 
I have not always concurred with him,- yet I have for the moft 
part, efpecially in the ordering and fettling the years, to which 
I refer the actions that are related. For I look on what he 
hath done before me herein to be the fureft and fafeft clue I 
could conducT: my felf by, through all the intricate labyrinths 
of ancient times, and therefore I have generally followed him 
in the fixing of the years, excepting only where I faw very good* 
reafon to do otherwife. But as to the other annalifts I have 
mentioned, I have found it moft an end only lofs of time to 
confute them. 

If I have been too large in my explication of the prophecy 
of Daniel's feventy weeks, or in the account which I have given 
of the Hebrew fcriptures, or in any other difcourfe of like na- 
ture, occafionally intermix'd in this work, the importance of 
the fubje&s muft be my excufe. For the chief defign of this hi- 
ftory, and my main end in writing it, being to clear the way 
to the better underftanding of the holy fcriptures, both of the 
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Old and the New Tefiament, I have thought my (elf obliged in 
purfuit hereof to handle every thing to the full, as it came in my 
way, that might any wife tend hereto. And if the reader recei- 
veth any benefit from it, let him give God the praife, who hath 
enabled me under a very calamitous and broken ftate of health 
to finifh this firft part of my defign, and ftill to go on with my 
ftudies for the compleating of the other. 



Norwich, 

Aug. i. 171 f. \ 



Humphrey Prideaux. 
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THE 

Old and Now TESTAMENT 

Conne&ed in tlie 

HISTORY 

OF THE 

Jews and Neighbouring Nations, 

FROM THE 

Declenfioii of the Kingdoms of Ifrael and Judab 
to the time of Christ. 

BOOK I. 

HE ancient Empire of the Jlflyrians, which had go- J*-747- 
verned Jljia for above thirteen hundred years, being 
diflblvcd on the death of Sardanapalur y there ' arofc 
up two Empires in its (lead ; the one founded by ^r- 
baccs Governour of Media, and the other by Belt/ij 
Govemour of Babylon', who were the two principal 
Commanders, that headed the Confpiracy, whereby 
the former Empire was brought to an End ; which they having on their 
Succcfs parted among Themfclvcs, BeUJis had Babylon^ Cbaldea, and 
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Arabia; and Arbaces all the reft. This hapned in the feventh year after the 
building of Rome, and in the fecond year of the eighth Olympiad, which was 
the feven hundred forty feventh year before Chrift, 1. e. before the begin- 
ning of the Vulgar iEra, by which we now compute the years from his 
Incarnation. 

ARBACES is in Scripture called b Tiglath-T 'defer and c Thilgath- 
T'dnefer, in J JElian Thilgamus, and by ' Cajlor Ninus junior. He fixed 
his Royal Seat at Niniveh, the fame place where the former Adrian Kings 
had their Refidence, and there he governed his new erected Empire nine- 
teen years. 

BELESIS is the fame with Nabonaffdr, from the Beginning of whofe 
Reign at Babylon commenceth the famous Aftronomical iErafrom him cal- 
led the JEra of Nabonaffar. He is by ,f NicolasT>amafcenus called Nanibrus, 
and in the holy Scripture e Baladati, being the Father of Merodac or Mor- 
dac Empadus, who fenf an Embafly toKing Hezekiah to congratulate him 
on his recovery from his ficknefs, which will be hereafter fpoken of. 

And thefe two Empires God waspleafed to raife up to be his Inftru- 
ments in their turns to punifli the iniquities of his own People ; the firft for 
the overthrowing of the Kingdom otlfrael, and the other for the over- 
throwing of the Kingdom of Judah, as mall be fhewninthe fequel of this 
Hiftory. 

a». 742. I N the f ixt h y ear °f Tigl&th Tilefer h Ahaz began to reign over Judah, 
Ahaz i. who being a very wicked and impious Prince, God Itirred up againfthim 
Rezin King of Syria and 'Pekah King of Ifrael, who confederating toge- 
ther invaded his Land with a great Army, and having harafled it all over 
pent him up in Jerufalem, and there befieged him. 

Their defign was 1 on the taking of that City to have wholly extir- 
pated the Houfe of David, and to have fet up a new King over Ju- 
dah, the Son of Tabeal. Who this perfon was, is no where faid in Scrip- 
ture, but he feemeth to have been fome potent and factious Jew, who 
having revolted from his Mailer the King of Judah, excited and ftirred 
up this war againft him out of an ambitious aim of plucking him down, 
from his Throne, and reigning in his ftead. 

But it being the will of God only to punilh Ahaz for his wickednefs, 
and not the whole family of David, for which he had always for the fake of 
Z^wWexprefied mercy and favour, he waspleafed to prevent the mifchief 
by blafting the whole defign. And therefore he fent the Prophet Ifaiah 
unto Ahaz to encourage him valiantly to withftand the Enemy in the de- 
fence of the City, and to allure him, that they lhould not prevail againft 
him. And for this he gave him two figns, the one to be accomplifhed 
fpeedily, and the other fome Ages after. 

Th e. firft was that the Prophet lhould take him a "wife, who lhould im- 
mediately on that marriage conceive a fon, and that before that fon lhould 
be of age to difcern between good and evil, both thefe Kings lhould be cut 
off from the Land ; whiqh. accordingly came to pafs. For the Prophet 
k immediately after taking a wjfe, before Maber-jhalal-hajh-bazy the fon 
born to him of that marriage, arrived to the age of difcerning between 
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good and evil, both thefe Kings were flain, Rezitt in the third year of A- 
haz, and Tekab the next year after. 

The other fign was, that 1 a virgin mould conceive, and bear a fon,who 
ihould be called Emmanue^thzt is, God with us, the Meflias, that was pro- 
inifedi God manifested in our nature, and for a while here dwelling with us 
toaccomplifli the great work of our Salvation. Which Prophecy was then 
delivered to comfort and fupport the drooping and defponding Spirits of 
the Houfe of T>avid; who feeing fo great a force armed againft them, and 
intending their deftru&ion, were under terrible apprehenfions, as if their 
utter extirpation were then at hand. From which defpair this prophecy fully 
relieved them, in alluring them, that their Houfe fhould ftand, and con- 
tinue, till this prediction mould be accomplifhed, and the Mejfias born of 
their race in fuch manner* as was hereby foretold. 

After this the two Kings according to the words of the Prophet failing 
of their defign were forced to raife the Siege, and return home, without 
prevailing in the enterprize which they had undertaken. 

But™ Ahaz after this, inftead of being reformed by the Mercy, grow- 
ing more wicked and perverfe than before, inabfolutely rejecting the God 
of IJrael, and cleaving to the worft abominations of the heathen nations 
round him* even to the making of his Sons pafs through the Fire to Mo- 
lech, the next year after n God brought again upon him the fame two con- *4 T » 
federated Kings, from whom he had delivered him the former year, who AhM 
coming with forces better appointed, and counfels better concerted than 
before, divided themfelves into three armies ; the firft under RezmKing 
of Syria, the fecond under Tekab King of Ifrael* and the third under 
Zichri a mighty man of Ephraim ; and with thefe three armies, the more 
ro dittraft him* they invaded him in three different parts of his Kingdom at 
the fame time; Rezin in his ravage having loaded his army with Spoils, 
and taken a vaft number of Captives, returned with them loDamafius, 
thinking it his beft ihtereft there to fecure what he had gotten. Tekab with 
his army marched direaiy againft Abaz, who had got together the main 
ftrength of his Kingdom to oppofe this Invafion ; and thereby for fome time 
did put a flop to the progrefs of this part of the enemies forces, but at length- 
being encouraged by the departure of Rezin to give them Battel, he was 
overthrown with a moft terrible deftruchon, an hundred and twenty thou- 
fand of his men being flain in that day. Of which blow Zichri taking the 
advantage led his forces to Jerufalem, and took the Royal City, where he 
flew Maafeiab the King's Son, and moft of the chief Governours and great 
Men of the Kingdoms whom he found there. And both thefe armies of 
Ifraei on their return carried with them vaft fpoils, and above two hundred 
thoufand perfons, whom they had taken Captive with intention to have fold 
them for bondmen and bondwomen. But a Prophet from God having fe- 
verely rebuked them for this their exceflive cruelty againft their Brethren, 
whom God had delivered into their Hands, the Elders of the Land fearing 
the like wrath upon themfelves for the punifhment hereof, would not per- 
mit them to bring the Captives to Samaria; whereon they were cloathed 
and relieved out of the fpoils, and again fent back unto their own homes. 

And the Land was no fooner delivered from thefe enemies, but it was j"r1f' 
again invaded by others, who treated it with the fame cruelty. For the 3 * 
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Edomites and the ThiJiJlines, who next bordered on it, the former on the 
South, and the other on the IVeJl, feeing Judah brought thus low took the 
advantage to feize on thofe parts which lay next unto them, and by ravages 
and inrodes did all the mifchief to the reft that lay in their power. 

But Ahaz continuing ftill hardned in his iniquity, notwithstanding all 
this, which he had flittered for the punilhment of it, would not feek the 
Lord his God, or return unto him from his evil ways, but putting his con- 
fidence rather in man, pillaged the Temple of all the Gold and Silver that 
was found therein, and feht it to Tiglath-Tilefer King of AJJyria, to en- 
gage him to come to his afliftance againft his enemies, promifing thereon 
to become his Servant, and pay Tribute unto him. 

The King of AJJyria having an opportunity hereby offered unto him, of 
adding Syria and Talejline to his Empire, readily laid hold of the invitati- 
on, and marched with a great army into thofe parts, where having flain 
Rezin in batteJ, he took 'D-amaJcns, and reduced all that Country under 
his Dominion. And hereby he put an end to the Kingdom of the Syrians 
'vs\T>amafcus, after it had lafted there for ten Generations, that is, from the 
time of Rezon the Son of Eliadah, ° who firti founded it, while Solomon 
was King over IJrael. 

Af t is r. this Tiglath-<PileJer * marched againft 'Pekah, and feized all that 
belonged to IJrael beyond Jordan, and alfo all the Land of Galilee, and 
then went forward towards Jerufalem, but rather to get more money of 
Ahaz, than to afford him any real help. For he affifted him not for the re- 
covery of any of thofe places which had been taken from him during the 
War, either by the "Pbiliflines, Edomites, or other Enemies, but when he 
had got front him all that he could (for the railing of which Ahass cut the 
veffels of the Temple into pieces, and melted them down) he marched 
back to Damajcus, and there wintered, without doing any thing more for 
him. So that in reality he was rather diifreffed, than any way helped by 
this alliance, the Land being almoft as much exhaufted by the prefents and 
fubfidies, which were extorted from him by this his pretended Friend and 
Ally, as it was by the ravages and pillages of his open Enemies. And more- 
over two lafting mifchiefs followed hereon. For tft, inftead of two petty 
Princes,, whom he had afore for his Neighbours, and with either of which 
he was well able to cope, he had now this mighty King for his borderer, 
againft whom no power of the Land was fufficient to make any refinance, 
and the ill effect hereof both IJrael and Judah did afterwards fufficiently 
feel. For it became at length to both of them the Caufe of their deftru- 
ftion. idly, From this time the Jews were excluded all their Traffic into 
the Southern Sea, which had hitherto been one of the chiefeft foundations 
of their riches. 

This they had long carried on through the Red Sea, and theStreights 
of Babelmandel, not only to the Coafts of Africa, on the Weft, but alfo 
to thofe of Arabia, 'Perjia, and India, on the Eaft, and reaped a prodigi- 
ous profit from it. King 'David was the firft *> who began it : For having 
T conquered the Kingdom of Edom, and reduced it to be a Province of his 
Empire, he thereby became Matter of two Sea-port Towns on the Red Sea* 
Elath, and EJiongeber, r which then belonged to that Kingdom ; and fee- 
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ing the advantage which might be made of the fituation of thefe two places, 
he wifely took the Benefit of it* and there begun this Traffic; Tfaere are 
two places mentioned in Scripture, to which it was from thence carried 
on, that is, Opbir and Tarjhifly. From the former of thefe IDavid in 
his time drew great profit. For the three thoufand Talents of Gold of 
Ophir> which he is-faid (i Cbron.xxix. 4.) to have given to the Houfe of 
t?od, feem to be of that Gold of Opbir, which he himfelf had by his fleets 
in feveral voyages brought to him from thence. For what he had referved 
for this work out of the fpoils of war, the tributes of the conquered Nati- 
ons, and the publick revenues of his Kingdom, is before mentioned fC. xxiV. 
-v. 14.) and amounted to * a prodigious Sum. The three thoufand Talents 
of the Gold oi Opbir, Which he added* was over and above this, and out 
of bis own proper goods, or private Eftate which he had* befides What be- 
longed to him as King. And how he Could increafe that fo far, as out of 
that only to be able to give fo great a Sum, Can fcarce any other way be 
accounted for, than by the great returns which Were made him from this 
Traffic. For the Gold alone amounted to 1 above one and twenty Millions 
of our Money, befides the feven thoufand Talents of refined Silver, * which 
were included in the fame gift. After 'David, " Solomon carried on the 
fame Traffic to Opbir, and had from thence in one voyage * four hundred 
and fifty Talents of Gold. And if Solomon got fo much in one Voyage, well 
might 'Davidhuve gained the Sum above-mentioned in the feveral Voyages* 
Which were made thither for him from the time that he had fubdued the 
Land of Bdom to the time of his Death, which was at lealt twenty five years. 
But it mult be acknowledged that Solomon much improved this Trade, not 
only by his greater wifddtti, but alfo by his greater application to all the 
bufinefs of it. For not being perplex'd and incumber 'd with fuch Wars, 
as his Father 'Da'vid was, he had more leifure to attend thereto. And 
therefore for the better fettling of it he y went in perfon to Elatb, and 2^ 
ongeber, and there took care by his own infpection for the building of his 
Ships, the fortifying of both thofe Ports, and the fettling of every thing 
elfe, which might tend to the fuccefsful carrying on of this Traffic* not 
only to Opbir, but to all other parts, where the Sea, on which thefe Ports 
lay, opened a paffage. But his chiefeftCare was to plant thofe two Towns 
with fuch Inhabitants as might be bell: able to ferve him in this defign. For 
which purpofe he brought thither from the Sea Coafts of Tale/fine as ma- 
ny, as he could get, of thofe who had been there ufed to the Sea, efpecially of 
the Tyrians, 1 whom his Friend and Ally, Hiram King of Tyre, from thence 
furnifhed him with in great numbers, and thefe were the moft ufeful to 
him in this Affair. For they being in thofe days, and for many ages after 
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the moft skilful of all others in fea affairs* they were the beft able to navi- 
gate his fhips, and conduct his fleets, through long voyages. But the ufe 
of the Compafs not being then known, the way of Navigation Was in thofe 
times only by Coafting, which often made a voyage to be of three years, 
which now may be finiftied almoft in three months. However this Trade 
fucceeded fo far, and grew to fo high a pitch under the wife management 
of Solomon, that thereby he drew to thefe two Ports, and from thence to 
Jerufalem, all the Trade of Africa, Arabia, ¥erfia,an&. India, which was 
the chief fountain of thofe immenfe riches which he acquired, and 1 where- 
by he exceeded all the Kings of the Earth in his time, as much as he did by 
hiswifdom, fo that b he made filver to be at Jerufalem as the ftones of the 
ftreet, by reafon of the great plenty with which it there abounded during 
his reign. After the Divifion of the Kingdom, Edom being of that part 
which remained to theHoufe of David, they itill continued to carry on 
this Trade c from thofe two Ports, efpecially from EJiongeber, which they 
chiefly made ufe of till the time of Jebofaphat. But he having there loft 
his Fleet, which he had prepared to fail from thence to Opbir, in partner-^ 
fhip with Ahaziah King of Ifrael, this fpoiled the credit of that Harbour. 
For there being nigh the mouth of it d a ridge of Rocks, as this fleet was 
pafling out of the Port, they were by a fuidden guft of wind (which God 
lent onpurpofe for the punilhment of this Confederacy) driven upon thofe 
Rocks, where e they were all broken to pieces and loft. And therefore for 
the avoiding of the like mifchief for the future, the ftation of the King's 
Ships was thenceforth removed to Elath, from whence Jehofafhat the 
next year after fent out another Fleet for the fame place. For whereas it 
is faid, that he loft the firft Fleet for confederating with the idolatrous King 
of Ifrael, and we are told f in another place of his fending forth a Fleet for 
Oj>bir, in which he would not permit Ahaziabto have any par tnerfhip with 
him, this plainly proves the fending out of two Fleets by Jehofaphat, the 
firft in partnerfhip with Ahazia 3 and the other without it. And thus this 
Affair was carried on from the time of David till the Death of Jebofaphat. 
For till then the Land of Edom B was all in the Hands of the Kings Of Ju- 
dah, and was wholly governed by a Deputy or Viceroy there placed by 
them. But when Jehoram fucceeded Jehofaphat, and God for the punifh- 
ment of the exceeding great wickednefs of that Prince had withdrawn his 
protection from him. Efau, according to the Prophecy of Ifaac, h did break 
the yoke of Jacob from off his Neck, after having ferved him (as foretold 
by that Prophecy) for feveral Generations, that is, from the time of Da- 
vid till then. For on Jeboram'shav'mg revolted from God, 1 the Edomites 
revolted from him, and having expelled his Viceroy chofe them a King of 
their own, and under his conduct recover'd their ancient Liberty, and 
were not after that any more fubjeft to the Kings of Judah. And from 
this time the Jevui/h Traffic through the Red Sea had an interruption, till 
the reign of *&zziab. But he in the very beginning of his reign k having 
recovered Elath again to Judah fortified it anew, and having driven out 
the Edomites planted it again with his own people, and there renewed their 
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old Traffic, which was from thence carried on and continued till the reign 
of Ahaz. But then Resin King of Damafcus having in conjunction with 
' Te/iabKing of Ifrae I oppre iTed and weakened Judah to that degree, which 
I have mentioned, he took the advantage of it to feize Elatb, and driving 
1 oxxtthe Jews from thence planted it with Syrians, purposing thereby to 
draw tohimfelf the whole profit of that Traffic of the Southern Seas, Which 
the Kings ofjudabh&d hitherto reaped by having that Port.But the next year 
after, Tiglath-Tilefer having conquered Rezin, andfubdued the Kingdom 
oiDatnafcus, he feized with it Elath, as then belonging to his new Con- 
queit ; and without having any regard to his Friend and Ally King Ahaz, 
or the juit claim which he had thereto, kept it ever after, and thereby put 
an end to all that great profit, which the Jews till then had reaped from 
this Traffic, and transferred it to the Syrians, which became a great dimi- 
nution of their Wealth. For although they did not always carry it on with 
the fame full gales of Profperity as in the time of King Solomon, yet it was 
conftantly, as long as they had it, of very great advantage to them. For 
it included all the Trade of India, Terfia, Africa, and Arabia, which was 
carried on through the Red Sea. But after Rezin had thus difpofTefled 
them of it, they never had it any more reftored to them, but were ever 
after wholly excluded from it. From thenceforth all the Merchandize that 
came that way, inftead of being brought to Jerufalem was carried elfe- 
where. But at what place the Syrians fixed their principal mart for it, 
while it was in their Hands, is no where faid. But at length we find the 
whole of this Trade engrofled by the Tyrians, who managing it from the 
fame Port, made it by the way of Rh'mocorura (a fea-port town lying be- 
tween the confines of Egypt and TaleflineJ center all at Tyre, and from 
thence they furniihed all the Weftern parts of the world with the wares of 
Terfia, India, Africa, and Arabia, which thus by the way of the Red Sea 
they traded to, and hereby they exceedingly enriched themfelves during the 
Terflan Empire, under the favour and protection of whofe Kings they had 
the full potfeflion of this Trade. But when the Ttolemys prevailed in 2s- 
gypt, they did by building " Berenice, Myos-Hormos, and other ports on 
the Egyptian or Weftern fide of the Red Sea (for Elath and Ejtongeber 
lay on the Eaftern) and by fending forth Fleets from thence to all thofe 
Countries, to which the Tyrians traded from Elath, foon drew all this 
Trade into that Kingdom, and there fixed the chief Mart of it at Alex- 
andria, " which was thereby made the greateft Mart in the world, and there 
it continued for a great many ages after, and all the Traffic, which the 
Weftern parts of the world from that time had with Terfia, India, Arabia, 
and the Eaftern Coafts of Africa, was wholly carried on through the Red 
Sea, and the Mouth of the Nile, till a way was found r a little above two 
hundred years fince of failing to thofe parts by the way of the Cape of Good 
Hope. After this the Tortuguefe for fome time managed this Trade, but 
now it is in a manner wholly got into the hands of the Englifh and 'Dutch. 
And this is a full account of the Eaft-India Trade, from the time it was 
firft begun by "David and Solomon to our prefent age. 

But though it be by all agreed, that the Trade to Opbir and Tar/hifb 
was the fame, that is now in the hands- of our Eafi-India Merchants, yet 
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there are great difputes among learned men, in what parts of the Eaftern 
World thefe two places lay. Some will have Ophir to have been thelfland 
of Zocatora, which lies on the Eaftern Coafts of Africa, a little without 
the Streights of Babelmandel. Others will have it to be the Illand ancient- 
ly called Taprobana, now Ce'don, and for its being an Illand they have the 
Authority of Eupolemus (an ancient Author quoted by EufebiusJ on their 
fide! For fpeaking of David, he faith of him, q That he built Ships at E- 
lath,« City of 'Arabia, and from thence fent Metal-men to the IJland of Urphe 
/^r Ophir) Jituated in the Red Sea, -which -was fruitful in yielding abun- 
dance of Gold, and the Metal-men brought it from thence to Judea. But 
this being a Queftion no way to be decided but from the Scriptures, all 
that is to be obferved from thence is, i/?, That from Elath to Tarjhijh was 
a voyage ' of three years going and coming ; but in what compafs of time 
the voyage to Ophir was compleated is not faid, and that therefore Tar- 
jhijh might be fomewhere in the Eajl Indies, but Ophir might be any where 
nearer home within the reach of thofe Seas, xdly, That the Commodities 
brought from Tarjhijh 1 'were Gold, and Silver, and Ivory, a7id Apes, and 
'Peacocks : and thofe of Ophir ' were Gold, and Almug Trees, and precious 
Stones. And therefore any place in the Southern, or great Indian Sea, at 
the diftance of a then three years voyage from Elath, which can beft fur- 
nifli the Merchants with Gold, Silver, Iyory, Apes, and Peacocks, may be 
guefTed to be the Tarjhijh of the Holy Scriptures, and any place within the 
compafs of the fame Southern Sea, that can beft furnifli them with Gold, 
Almug-Trees, and precious Stones, and in that quantity of Gold as Solo- 
mon brought home in one voyage, may be guefled to be the Orphir in the 
faid Holy Scriptures mentioned. Only thus much I cannot forbear to fay, 
That if the Southern part of Arabia did furnifli the World in thofe times 
v with the beft Gold, and in the greateft quantity (as good Authors fay) 
they that would have the Ophir of the Holy Scriptures to be there fituated, 
feem of all others to have the beft Foundation for their Conjecture. But. 
more than Conjecture no one can have in this matter. 

But for the better underftanding of what Eupolemus above faith of O- 
phir, that it was an IJland in the Red Sea, it is proper here to take notice, 
that he doth not there mean the Arabian Gulph, which lyeth between A- 
rabia and Egypt, and is now commonly called the Red Sea ; but w the great 
Southern Ocean, which extending it felf between India and Africa waflieth 
up to the Coaft of Arabia and Terjia, where it appearing of a redd'ifli Co- 
lour by reafon of the fiercenefs of the Sun-beams conftantly bearing upon 
it in that hot Climate , it was therefore called the Red Sea, and this alone 
was that, which was truly and properly called fo by the Ancients. For the. 
Arabian Gulph which hath now obtained that name, was never for any fuch 
rednefs of it fo called. For neither the Water (as fome will have it) nor. 
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. > 1 Kings x. 1 1. v Agatharcides (p. 60. Edict Oxon.) tells us, That the Alileans and Caf- 

fandrins'm the Southern parts of Arabia had Gold in that plenty among them, that they would 
give double the weight of Gold for Iron, triple its weight for Brafs, and ten times its weight for 
Silver, and that in digging the Earth they found it in gobbets of pure Gold, which needed no re- 
fining, and that the leaft of them were as big as Olive-ftones, but others much larger. No 
other Author [peaks of any other place in the world, where it was ever found in the like plenty. 

w Dionyfii Periegefis v. 38. & Comment. Euflathii in eundem. Strabo, lib. 16. p. y6f. Aga- 
themeri Geographia, lib. 2. c. Ti. 

the 



Book I. the Old and New Testament. 



9 



the Sand (as others fay) hath there any appearance of that colour, nor was 
it ever by any of the Eajlerns formerly fo called. Throughout the whole 
Scripture of the Old Teftament* it is called Tarn Suph, that is the -weedy 
Sea, by reafon of the great quantity of Sea- weed which is therein, and the 
fame name it alfo hath in the ancient Syriac Verfion, as well as in the Tar- 
gum, or Chaldee Paraphrafes. But among the ancient Inhabitants of the 
Countries adjoining it was called Tarn Edom, i. e. the Sea of Edom. For 
the fons of Edom having poflefledall that Countrey, which lying between 
the Red Sea and the Lake of Sodom, was by the Greeks called Arabia Pe- 
traa, they then named it from their father Edom the Land of Edom. And 
becaufe that, which we now call the Red Sea warned upon it, thence it 
was called the Sea of Edom, or in theDialeel: of the Greeks the Edomean or 
IdumeanSea,'mthe fame manner as that, which wafheth upon Pamphylia, 
was called the Pamphylian Sea, and that which wafheth upon Tyrrhenia, 
the Tyrrhenian Sea, and fo in abundance of other inftances. But the Greeks, 
who took this name from the Phoenicians, finding it by them to be called 
Tarn Edom, inftead of rendring it the Sea of Edom, or the Idumean Sea, 
as they ought, miftook the word Edom to be an appellative inftead of a 
proper name, and therefore rendred it letAes* Sa.Xa.asa. that is the Red Sea. 
For Edom in the Language of that Countrey fignified Red, and it isfaid in 
Scripture, thitEfau y having fold his birth-right to his Brother Jacob for a 
Mefs of red pottage, he was for that reafon called Edom, that is the Red. And 
* Strabo, 1 'Pliny, b Mela, and c others, fay, that this Sea was called fo, not 
from any rednefs that was in it, but from a great King called Erythrus, 
who reigned in the Countrey adjoyning upon it, which Name Erythrus 
fignifying the fame in Greek, that Edom did in the Phienician and Hebre-w 
Languages, that is the Red, this plainly proves, that the great King Ery- 
thrus could be none other than Edom, who having planted his Potterityin 
the Countrey, as I have faid, d from him it was called the Land of Edom, 
or with a Greek Termination Edomaa, or Idumaa, and from that Land 
the Sea, which waflied upon it, was called the Sea of Edom, but the Greeks 
tranflating Edom as an appellative into the word Red, which it fignified, 
inftead of rendring, it in the fame Sound, as a proper name, from this mi- 
ftake it was by them called the Rea Sea, and that name it hath retained 
ever fince. 

But fully to clear what hath been above faid, it is necefiary farther to 
obferve, that the Idumaa mentioned by Strabo, Jofephus, Pliny, Ptolemy, 
and other ancient writers, was not that Land of Edom, or Idumaa, which 
gave name to the Red Sea ; but another ancient Idumaa,, which was vaftly 
larger than that Idumaa with thofe Authors defcribe. For e it included 
all that Land, which was afterwards from Petra the Metropolis of it cal- 
led Arabia Petra a. For all this was inhabited by the Sons of Edom, and 
from thence it was anciently called the Land of Edom. But f on a Sedition 
Which arofe among them, a Party going off from the reft, while the Land 
of Judaa lay defolate during the Babylonijh Captivity, they planted them- 
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felveson the South- Weftern part of that Countrey, where they were cal- 
led Idumaans, and that Land alone which they there poflefled, was the I- 
dumaa which thofe Authors mention. Thofe who remained behind, join- 
ing themfelves to the IJhmaelites, were from Nebaioth or Nab at h the B Son 
of I/brnael called Nabathaans, and the Countrey which they poflefled 
Nabathaa, and by that name we often hear of them in the ancient Greek 
and Latin Writers. 

Ak. 759 But to return from whence I have digreffed, Ahaz having gone fo far 
Ahaz V with Tiglath-Tilefer, as hath been faid, found it neceflary for him to over- 
look all Injuries to avoid provoking greater, and therefore carrying on the 
complement towards him, as if he had really been that Friend and Prote- 
ctor which he pretended to be, as foon as he heard that he was returned 
to "Damafcus, h he went thither to him to pay him that refpecl: and obei- 
iance, which after having owned him as his Proteftor and Sovereign, he 
did now as his Client and Tributary owe unto him. 

W h i l e he was at 'Damafcus on this occafion, '' he faw there an idolatrous 
Altar, of a form which he was muchpleafed with, whereon caufing a pat- 
tern of it to be taken he fent it to Vrijab, the High Prieft at Jerufalem, 
to have another there made like unto it, and on his return having removed 
the Altar of the Lord out of its place in the Temple, ordered this new 
Altar to be fet up in its ftead. And thenceforth giving himfelf wholly up 
to Idolatry, k inftead of the God oilfrael he worihipped the Gods of the 
Syrians, and the Gods of the other Nations round him, faying, that they 
helped their People, and that therefore he would worfliip them* that they 
might help him alfo. And accordingly having filled Jerusalem and all Jtt- 
daa with their Idols, and their Altars, he would fuffer no other God but 
them only to be worlhipped in the Land ; whereby having excluded the 
only true God, the Lord his Creator, whom alone he ought to have ado- 
red, he caufed his Temple to be ihut up, and utterly fupprefled ;his worfliip 
throughout all his Kingdom. And this he did with an air arid profeflion of 
anger and defiance for that he had not delivered him in his diftrefs, when 
the Syrians and Ifraelites came againft him, as if it were in his power to 
revenge himfelf on the Almighty, and execute his wrath upon him that 
made him ; to fuch an extravagant height of folly and madnefs had his 
impiety carried him beyond all that had reigned before him in Jerufalemy 
and in this he continued till at length he periflied in it, being cut off in 
the flower of his age, before he had out-lived half his Days. . 

TIG L A TH- C PIL ESER on his return into Ajfyria carried with him 
great numbers of the People, whom he had taken Captive in the Kingdom 
of T>amafcus, and in the Land of Ifrael. Thofe of <DamaJius he planted 
1 in .Kir, and thofe of Ifrael™ in Halah, and Habor, and Hara, and on the 
River Gozan in the Land of the Medes. Kir was a City in the hither part 
of Media, but Hala/j, Habor, Hara, and the River Gozan were farther 
remote. And herein was accomplilhed the Prophecy of the Prophet Amos 
" againft IJrael, wherein he foretold in the Days of Vzziab the Grandfa- 
ther of Abaz, that God would caufe them to go into Captivity beyond 
Damafcus, that is, unto places beyond where thofe of Tfama/eusfhonld be 
carried. St. Stephen "quoting this Prophecy renders it beyond Babylon. So 
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the common Editions of the Greek Teftament have it, and it is certainly 
true. For what was beyond Kir was alfo beyond Babylon, for Kir was 
beyond Babylon. But Wicelittis Edition p hath Damafcus in St. Ste- 
phen's Speech alfo, and no doubt he had ancient Copies, which he follow- 
ed herein. 

The planting of the Colonies by Tiglath-Tilefer m thofe Cities of the 
Medes, plainly proves Media to have been then under the King of AJJyria. 
For otherwife what had he to do to plant Colonies in that Country ? And 
therefore Tiglath-Tilefer and Arbaces were not two diftinet Kings, where- 
of one had Media, and the other Ajfyria, as * Archbifhop VJher fuppofeth, 
but muft both be the fame Perfon exprefled under thefe two diftinet Names. 
And ' Diodorus Siculus poRtively tells lis, that ArbacethsA. Ajfjria as welt 
as Media for his Share in the Partition of the former Empire, and there- 
fore there is no room for a Tiglath-'Pilefer, or a Nintis Junior, diftinft 
from him, to reign in Aflyria during his time, but it muft neceflarily be 
one and the fame Perfon, that wasfignified by all thefe different names. 

TEKAH by this Conqueft, which the AJjyrians made upon him, being 
ftripped of fo large a part of his Kingdom, was hereby brought lower than 
he had afore brought King Ahaz. For he had now fcarce any thing left 
but the City of Samaria, and the Territories of the Tribe of Efhraim, and 
the half Tribe of Manajfeh only, which bringing him into contempt with 
his People, as well as raifing their Indignation againft him, (as is moft an 
end the Cafe of unfortunate Princes) Hejhea the Son of Elah r rofe up a- 
gainft him, and flew him, after he had reigned in Samaria twenty Years. 
And hereby was fully accompliflied that Prophecy r of Ifaiah concerning 
him, which is above related. After this the Elders of the Land feem to 
have taken the Government into their Hands.. For Hojhea had not the 
Kingdom till nine years after, that is, towards the epd of the twelfth year 
of Ahaz. 

In the fourteenth year of Ahaz dyed Tiglath-Tilefer King of AJJyria, A »- ? 2 9- 
after he had reigned* nineteen years, and SalmaneferhisSon (who in *To- Alm 14 '' 
bit is called Enemejfar and in * Hofea ShalmonJ reigned in his ftead. And 
as foon as he was fettled in the Throne, he came into Syria and Talefiine, 
"and there y fubjefted Samaria to his Dominion, making Hojhea the King 
thereof to become his Vaflal, and pay Tribute unto him. In this Expectij- 
tion among other prey, which he took and carried away with him, 21 was 
the Golden Calf, which Jeroboamh&d fet up in Bethel, and had been there 
ever fincehis time worfhipped by the ten Tribes of IJrael, that had revolt- 
ed with him from the Houfe of David. The other Golden Calf, which 
was at the fame time fet up by him in T>an % had been taken thence about 
ten years before by Tiglath-Tilefer, in the Invafion which he then made 
upon Galilee, in which Province that City flood. And therefore the A- 
poftate Ijraelitesbemg now deprived of the Idols which they had fo long 
worfhipped, began again to return to the Lord their God, and to go up to 
Jerufalem there to worlhip before him, and Hojhea encouraged them here- 
in. For whereas ■ the Kings of Ifra e/had hitherto maintained Guards up- 
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on the Frontiers, to hinder all under their Subjection from going up to^- 
j-ufalein to worftiip there, Hojbea rook away thofe Guards, and gave free 
Liberty to all to worlhip the Lord their God according tdhis Laws in that 
place which he had choien ; and theref ore when Hezekiah invited all Ifrael^ 
that is, all thofe of the ten revolted. Tribes, as well as the other two* to 
come up to his Paffover, Hojhea hindred them hot, b but permitted all that 
would to go up thereto. And when thofe of hisSubjefts who were at that 
Festival, did on their return out of their zeal for the true worfhip of their 
God e break in pieces thetmages, cut down the Groves, demolifh the high 
places, and abfdlutely deftroyed all other Monuments of Idolatry through- 
out the whole Kingdom of Samaria, as will be hereafter related, Hojhea 
forbad them not, but in all likelihood gave his cofifeht to it, and concur- 
red with them herein. For he being King, without his encouraging of it, 
and giving his authority for i , it could not have been done. And there- 
fore he hath, as to Religion, the beft Character given him in Scripture of 
all, that reigned before him over IJrael from the divifion of the Kingdom. 
For although he were riot perfe<ft in the true worfhip of God, and there- 
fore it is faid of him, d That he did evil in the fight of the Lord, yet it is 
fubjoined in the next words, but not fo, as the Kings of IJraei which were 
before him. By which it appears, that his ways were lefs offenfive to God 
than were the ways of any of thofe that had reigned before him in that 
Kingdom. However ftill he was far from being perfectly righteous, which 
this alone fufficiently proves, that he treacheroufly flew his Mailer to reign 
in his Head. 

An. 727. AHAZ in the fixteenth year of his Reign being fmltten of God for his 
AhM 16. iniquities, ' died in the thir ty lixth year of his age, artd was buried in the 
Hwek.i. city ofO/zwW, but not with a Royal burial in the Sepulchres of the Kings. 
For from this honour he was excluded becaufe of his wicked reign, as 
were Jehoram and Joajh before him, and Manaffeh and Ammon after him 
for the fame reafoh, it being the ufage of the Jews to lay this mark of in- 
famy upon thofe that reigned wickedly over them. 

After Ahaz reigned f Hezekiah his Son, a very worthy and religious 
Prince. He had in the laft year of his Father's reign been adrriitted a Par t- 
rier with him in the Kingdotri, while he was languifhirig (as it rriay be fup- 
pbfed) under the ficknefs, of. which he died. However, as long as his 
Father lived he could make rib alteration ill that evil courfe of affairs, which, 
fie had put both -.Church and State into. But as foori as he was dead, arid 
Hezekiah had the whole power in his hands, he imiriediately fet himfelf 
with all his might to work a thorough Reforrriatiori in both. 
a». 726. . The fifilthi'nig which he did was to operi the Houfe of God, Which his 
Hezck. 2. Father had irripiouily fhut up, v and reftore the true worfhip therein ; in or- 
der whereto he called theFriefts and Levites together out of all parts of 
the Land to attend their duty in the Temple, ordering them to remove 
his Father's rie'w Altar, and to reftore the Altar of the Lord to its place 
again, arid purge the Temple of all other pollutions, with which it had 
been prOpliaried during the reign of his Father. But it not being till the 
end of the former year that Ahaz died, the beginning of the firft month of 
the enfuing year (which is called Nifan, and correfponds partly with March 
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and partly with Apr il in our Kalendar) was the fooneft that they could be 
employed in this work, fo that it not being eompleated till the id" 1 day of 
that month j the Paflbver could not be kept that year in its regular time, 
which ought to have been begun on the 14*'' day of the faid Month of 

Nifan. 

However, the Houfe of the Lord being now fanftified, and made fit 
for the fervice of God, Hezekiah went up thither on the iz'May of that 
Month with the Rulers and great men of his Kingdom, where the People 
being gathered together he offered Stn-Offerings for the Kingdom, and the 
Sancluary, and fox Judah to make atonement to God for them, and for all 
Ifrael, and after that he offered Peace-Offerings, and in all other particu- 
lars reftored the fervice of God in the fame manner as it had been perform- 
ed in the pureft times that had been before him, and there was great joy 
among all the good people of the Land thereon. : 

And feeing the Paflbver could not be kept on the Regular time this year^ 
becaufe neither the Temple, nor the Priefls, nor the people were fanctifi- 
ed in order hereto, and in this cafe B the Law of Mofes allowed a fecond 
Paflbver to be kept from the 14 th day of the fecond Month, King Heze- 
kiah having taken Counfel hereon with the chief Pri efts, and his Princes, 
and all the Congregation in Jerufalem h decreed, that this fecond Paffo- 
ver fhould be kept by all the Congregation of Ifrael inftead of the firft, and 
accordingly he fent Meffengers to carry notice hereof not only through all 
Judah, but alfo through all the other Tribes of Ifrael, and to invite all that 
were of IJraelto come to it; And accordingly on the day appointed there- 
was at Jerufalem a very great concourfe of people from all parts met to- 
gether to folemnize the holy Feftival, and that as well from thofe Tribes 
that had feparated from the Houfe of David* as from thofe who had ftiick 
to it. For although many of Ephraim and Manajfeh, and the reft of thofe 
Tribes laughed at Hezekiah's Meffengers when they invited them to this 
folemnity, becaufe of the impious contempt, which through long difufage 
they had contracted of it, yet a great multitude even from thofe parts came 
to it, and very religioufly joined in the obfervance of it, whereby it became 
the greateft Paflbver that had been folemnized at Jerufalem fince the Days 
' of King Solomon. And becaufe they had long neglecfed the obferving of 
this folemn Feftival, to make fome amends for it they now doubled the 
time of its continuance. For whereas the Law direfts it to be obferved 
onlyfeven days, they kept it fourteen with much joy andgladnefs of Heart, 
and refolving from thenceforth to ferve the God of IJrae ■/ ' only, as foon as 
the folemnity was ended they went out into all the Coafts of Judah and 
Benjamin, and brake the Images in pieces, and cut down the Groves, and 
threw down the high places, and the Altars, and abfolutely deftroyed all 
the monuments of Idolatry which were any where to be found, either in 
Jerufalem, Jud<ea 3 or any of the Coafts belonging thereto. And thofe of 
the other Tribes on their return home did the fame in all the reft of Ifrael-, 
fo that the true worfhip of God was again univerfally reftored throughout 
all the Land, and they might have received a bleffing proportionable here- 
to, had they with the fame zeal perfifted in it. . 

And the Brazen-Serpent, which Mofes had fet up in the Wildernefs, 
having been by many in the preceding times of iniquity made the pbjecT:pf 
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idolatrous Worfliip, '' Hezekiah caufed this alfo to be deftroyed, whereas 
otherwife it might have ferved, as well as the Pot of Mannah, and Aaron's 
Rod, to have been a monument of the miraculous Mercy of God lhewnto 
his people on their coming out of Egypt, and for this reafon it feems to 
have been fo long preferved. 

But notwithstanding it is thus pofitively faid in the Holy Scripture, that 
the Brazen-Serpent was deftroyed by Hezekiah'm the manner as I have re- 
lated, yet the impudence of the Romanijis is fuch, k that in the Church of 
St. Ambrofe at Milan they now keep and fhew to their Devoto's a Brazen* 
Serpent, which they pretend to be the very fame that Mofes did fet up in 
the Wildernefs, and upon this belief an idolatrous Devotion is there paid 
to it as grofs as was that of the Jews, for which Hezekiah caufed it to be 
deftroyed. But it muft not be denied, that among their learned men there 
are thofe who acknowledge the Cheat and difclaim it. 

About the beginning of the Reign of Hezekiah 1 Sabacon the Ethio- 
pian having invaded Egypt, and taken Boccharis the King of that Country 
prifoner, caufed him with great cruelty to be burnt alive, and then feizing 
his Kingdom reigned therein his (lead. This is the fame who in Scripture 
is called m So. And he having thus fettled himfelf in Egypt, and after 
fome time grown very potent there, Hojhea King of Samaria entred into 
confederacy with him, hoping by his afliftance to fliake off the yoke of 
AJjyria, and in confidence hereof he withdrew his Subjection from Sal- 
manefer, and would pay him no more Tribute, nor bring any more prefents 
An. 714. unto hint, as he had formerly ufed every year to do. Whereon ° Salma- 
Hezek.4. ne f er i n the beginning of the fourth year of Hezekiah marched with an ar- 
my againfthim, and having fubdued all the Country round pent him up in 
Samaria, and there befieged him three years, at the end of which he took 
An. 721 . the City, and thereon putting Hojhea in Chains he fliut him up in prifon all 
Hezek.7. his days, and carried the people into Captivity, placing them in Halah,znk 
in Habor, and in the other Cities of the Medes, where Tiglath-Tilejer had 
afore placed thofe whom he had carried into Captivity out of the fame 
Land. 

I n this Captivity 0 Tobit being taken out of his City of Thisbe in the Tribe 
of Hepthali, was with Anna his Wife, and Tobias his Son, carried into Af- 
Jyria, where he became Purveyor to King Salmane/er. But the reft of his 
Brethren were carried into Media, as is abovefaid, and planted there, as 
particularly were Gabae/'m Rages, and Hague/ in Ecbatana, which proves 
Media to have been ftill under the King of AJJyria,vt\A. that there was no 
King in Media in thofe days diftincl: from the King of Ajfyria. 

There is in the xv th and xvi th Chapters of Ifaiah a very terrible Prophecy 
againft Moab, bearing date in the firft year of Hezekiah, wherein it was 
foretold, that within three years Arne and Kir-Harajheth, the two princi- 
pal Cities of that Country, Ihould be deftroyed, and all the reft of it brought 
to contempt, ruin, and defolation, which muff have been executed the 
fame year that Samaria was firft befieged. It feemeth moll likely that Sal- 
mane/er to fecure himfelf from any disturbance on that fide firft invaded 
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Moab, and having deftroyed thefe two Cities brought all the relief that 
Countrey under his Subje£tion,and placed Gai-rifons therein fufficient to put' 
a, flop to all Incurfions of the Arabsj which might that way-be made upon 
him, before he would begin that Siege. For other wife he could not have 
been able to carry it on with fuccefs. 

1 n the fame year that Samaria was taken, ' Mardoc-Empadus begun his 
reign at Babylon. He was the Son of Belejis or Baladan, or Nabonaffari 
(for by all thefe names was he called) and was the fame, ' who in ScriptUre 
is called Merodach Baladan the Son of Baladan. But after the death of 
his Father, feveral other Princes had fucceeded in Babylon before the Croivtt 
came to him. For ' Nabonaffar dying when he had fat in the Throne fout-- 
teen years, after him reigned Nadius two years, and after him Ghiuze'ras 
and Torus jointly five years, and then after them Jugieus five years.- But 
of thefe there being nothing on record befides their Names in the Canon of 
Ttolemy, we havenot hitherto taken any notice of them. Mt&eJugJkusiv^ 
ceed Mardoc-Empadus in the twenty feventh year after the begmnfflg of 
his Father's Kingdom in Babylon, and reigned twelve years. 

While Salmanefer was engaged in the Siege of Samaria, Hezikiafy 
took the opportunity of recovering what had been loft from his Kingdom? 
in the Reign of his Father. And therefore f making war upon the Tblli- 
Jiins he not only regained all the Cities of Judah, which they had feiied 
during the time that Tekah and Rezin diftrefTed the Land, but alfodif- 
poffelfed them of almoft all their own Countrey, excepting Gaza and Gath, 

As foon as the Siege of Samaria was over, Salmanefer feht to Hezekiah A». 7zo . 
to demand the Tribute, which Ahaz had agreed to pity for the Kingdom^ Hezek. 8. 
of Judaa in the time of Tiglath-Tihfer his Father, but ' Hezekiah trufting; 
in the Lord his God would not hearken unto him, neither did he pay him 
any Tribute, or fend any prefents unto him, which would immediately have- 
brought Salmanefer upon him with all his Power, but that he was divert- 
ed by another war. 

For v ElulausKingof Tyre feeing the Thilifinsbroughtlowby the war, 
which Hezekiah had lately made upon them, laid hold of the Opportunity 
of reducing Gath again under his obedience, which had fome time before' 
revolted from him. Whereon the Gittites applying themfelves to Salma- 
nefer engaged him in their caufe, fo that he marched with his whole army 
againft the Tyrians. Whereon Sidon, Ace, (afterwards called Ttctemaijf 
. and now AconJ and the other maritim Towns of 'Phoenicia, which had tilt 
then been fubjecf to the Tyrians, revolted from them, and fubmkred to 
Salmanefer. But the Tyrians having in a fea fight with twelve fhips only 
beaten the AjfyrianandThcenicianfieets both joyned together, which con- 
fitted of fixty Ihips, this gave them fuch a reputation in naval Affairs, and 
made their name fo terrible in this fort of war, that Salmanefer would riotr 
venture to cope with them any more at fea, but turning the war into a 
Siege left an army to block up the City, and returned into AJjyria: The 
Forces which he left there much diftreffed the place by Hopping, fbefr A- 
quaeduefs, and cutting off all the conveyance of water to them. To re- 
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lieve themfelves in this Exigency they digged wells, from whence they 
drew up water, and by the help of them held out five years, at the end of 
which Salmanefer dying, this delivered them for that time. But they bc- 
J 3- j n g over p U ff e d up with this fuccefs, and growing very infolent hereon, 
this provoked that Prophecy againfl: them in the xxiii J Chapter of Ifaiah, 
which foretold the miserable overthrow that mould afterwards happen 
unto them, and was accordingly effected by Nebuchadnezzar King of 
Babylon, as will be hereafter Ihewn. 

In the ninth year of Hezekiah dyed Sabacon or So King of Egypt, after 
he had reigned inthatCountrey lv eight years, and 1 Sevechus hisfon, whom 
''Herodotus called Sethon, reigned in his Head. 
An. 714. S ALMANES ER King of AJfyria being dead after he had reigned 
He*. 14. fourteen years, Sennacherib 1 his fon fucceeded him in the Kingdom, and 
reigned about eight years. He is the fame whom the Prophet Ifaiah 
(c. xx. 1.) calleth S argon. As foon as he was fettled in the Throne, he re- 
newed the demand which his Father had made upon Hezekiah for the Tri- 
bute, which Ahaz had agreed to pay in the reign of Tiglath-T ilefer his 
Grandfather, and 1 on his refufal to comply with him herein denounced 
war againfl: him, and marched with a great army into Judea to fall upon 
him. This Was in the fourteenth year of the Reign of King Hezekiah. 

In this fame year b Hezekiah falling ficfc of the peftilence, had aMeffage 
from God by the Prophet Ifaiah to fet his Houfe in order, and prepare 
for death. But on his hearty prayer to God he obtained another Meffage 
from him by the fame Prophet, which promifed him Life for fifteen years 
longer, and alfo deliverance from the Ajjyrians, who were then coming; 
againfl: him; and to give him thorough Affurance hereof by a miraculous 
Sign, God did at his requeft make the Sun go backward ten degrees up- 
on the Sun-Dyal of Ahaz. And accordingly a lump of figs having been 
by the Prophet's direction made into a Plaifter, and laid to the Peflilen- 
tial boil, he recovered within three days, and went up to the Houfe of 
God to return thanks unto him for fo wonderful a deliverance. 



a». 713- MERODACH B ALADAN King of Babylon (the fame who in 
Hez. is- Ttolemy\ Canon is called Mardoc-Empadus) hearing of this miraculous 
recovery fi fent Ambafladors unto him to congratulate him hereon, which 
Hezekiah was much pleafed with. Their coming on this occafion feemeth 
principally to have been for two reafons. The firft, to enquire about the 
miracle of the Sun's retrogradation (for the Chaldeans being above all other 
Nationsthen given to the ftudy of Aftronomy, were very curious in their 
enquiries after fuch matters.) And the other, to enter into an Alliance with 
hxm zgzmQ. Sennacherib, whofe growing power the Babylonianshadxetfon 
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Towards the end of the fourteenth year of He&ekiah , § reiga 4 Senna- 
cherib came up with a great army againft the fenced Cities of Judah, and 
took feveral of them, and laid fiege to Lachijhi threatning Jerufalem it 
felf next. Whereon He&ekiah taking advice of his Princes and chief Coun- 
fellors made all manner of Preparations for its defence, repairing the walls, 
and making new ones where they were wanting, and fortifying them with 
Towers, and all other works and buildings neceflary for their defence. 
And he provided alfo Darts and Shields in great abundance* and all other 
Arms and Artillery, which might be any way ufeful for the defending of 
the place, and the annoying of the Enemy on their coming againft it. And 
he caufed all the people to beenroll'd andmarlhall'd for the war,. that were 
fit and able for it, placing over them Captains of Experience to inftrudt 
them in all military Exercifes, and to conduct and lead them forth againft 
the Enemy, whenever there mould be an occafion for it. And he took 
care alfo to ftop up all the Wells that were without the Walls oijerufa- 
lem for a great compafs round the City, and diverted all Brooks and Wa- 
ter-courfesfrom coming that way, thereby to diftrefs the Enemy for want 
of Water, mould they come and fet down before that place. And farther* 
to ftrenghten himfelf the more againft fo potent and formidable an Enemy, 
he entered into alliance with the King of Egypt for their mutual defence. 
But e the Prophet Ifaiah condemned this alliance, as carrying with it a di- 
ftruft in God, telling the Jews that they ihould. confide in him alone for 
their deliverance, who would himfelf come down to fight for Mount Zioni 
and deliver and preferve Jerufalemitom the power of the enemy that was 
then rifen up againft it: And that whatfoever truft they Ihould place in 
Egypt ihould all come to nothing, . and be of no benefit to them, but ra- 
ther turn to their fliame* their reproach, and their cohfufion, and fo in the 
event it accordingly happened. 

However Sennacherib being informed of all thefe preparations which 
Hezekiah had made for his defence, and. perceiving thereby how difficult 
a work it would be to- take fo ftronga City, when fo well appointed and 
provided for its defence, he became inclined ro hearken to T erms of ac- 
commodation, and therefore on He&eAiab's fending to treat with him, it 
was agreed that Hezekiah paying unto him f three hundred Talents of Sil- 
ver, and thirty Talents of Gold for the prefent, and duly rendring his Tri- 
bute for the future, there Ihould be Peace. But when Sennacherib had re- 
ceived the money he had little regard to this agreement, but Jbon after 
broke it, and again renewed the war, as will be hereafter fliewn. Howe- 
ver for the prefent he gave him fome refpit and marched againft Egypt, 
and the better to open bis way into that Countrey e he fent Tartan one of 
his Generals before him to take dfbdod, or Azotus, from the taking of 
which place the Prophet Ifaiah dates the beginning of the war which Sen- 
nacherib had with the Egyptians,, wherein, according as that Prophet h had 
foretold, he much afflicted that people three years together, deftroying 
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their Cities, and carrying multitudes of them into Captivity. At that time 
Sevechus the fon of Sabacon or So the Ethiopian was King of Egypti whctai 
Herodotus calls Setbon, and reprefents him as a Prince of fo foohfh aeon- 
duct, as was molt likely to bring fuch a Calamity upon his Kingdom, when- 
foever it fhould be aflaulted by an enemy. For affecting the office of a 
Prieft he neglected that of a King, and caufing himfelf to be confecrated 
chief Pontif of Vulcan gave himfelf wholly up to Superstition, and having 
no regard to the warlike defence of his Kingdom, he fo far neglefted and 
difcouraged the Military order, which were there maintained for it, that 
he took from them their Tenures, which in the time of the former Kings 
his Predeceflbrs had been allowed them for their Support, which gave them 
fuch a juft caufe of offence and indignation againft him, that when he had 
need for their valour on this occafion, they would not fight for him, where- 
on he was forced toraife an Army of fuch raw and inexperienced men as 
he could get out of the Shopkeepers, Tradefmen, Labourers, and fuch 
like People, which being wholly unable to cope with fuch an Army of Ve- 
terans as Sennacherib brought againft them, he did with great eafe over- 
run the Countrey, and work what devaftation in it he pleafed. And at this 
time feems to have been brought upon No-Amon, a famous City in Egypt, 
that destruction which the Prophet Nahum fpeaks of (Ch. iii. 10.) where 
he tells us, that her Inhabitants were carryed into Captivity, her young 
children dafh'd in Pieces in the top of her Streets, and her great men di- 
vided by lot among the Conquerors, and put into Chains to be led away as 
Slaves and Captives. All which he tells us happened while Egypt and Ethio-- 
piawexe her Strength, which plainly points out unto us this time, when an 
Ethiopian Prince reigned over Egypt. , For Sabacon or So the Father of 
Sevechus was an Ethiopian, who made himfelf King of Egypt by Conqueft, 
and therefore during his and his Son's reign Egypt and Ethiopia were as 
one Countrey, and they mutually helped each other, an inftance whereof 
will not be wanting in this War. 

NO-AMON in Egypt was fc the fame with Thebes, famous for its hun- 
dred Gates, and vaft number of Inhabitants. The Greeks called it 'Diojpo^ 
lis, or the City of Jupiter, becaufe of a famous Temple there built to Ju- 
piter. And for the fame reafon was it called No-Amon by the Egyptians-. 
For Anton was the name of Jupiter among that People. 

It is to be obferved that the destruction of No-Amon mentioned m.Na~ 
hum muft have been fome time before that of Niniveh. For the former- 
is historically related by him aspaft, and the other only prophetically fore- 
told as to come. And therefore Niniveh having been deftroyed in the 
twenty ninth year of Jojiah, as will hereafter be fhewn, this destruction of 
No-Amon muft have been long before, and in no time more likely, than 
when Sennacherib made this war upon Egypti and harraffed it from one 
end to the other for three years together. They who refer this destructi- 
on of No-Amon Spoken of by Nahum to the Invafion of Nebuchadnezzar* 
place it after the destruction of Niniveh, and thereby make one part of 
the Text inconsistent with the other. 

But Sennacherib did not end this war with the fame Succefs as he be- 
gun it. For 1 having laid Siege to 'Pelujlum, and fpent much time in it, he 
was at length forced to break up from thence, and retreat out of Egypt, 
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becaufe of Tirhakah King of Ethiopia. For he being come into Egypt 710. 
with a great Army to help Sevechus hisKinfman, was on a full march to^ Hi1 " l8< 
wards Tehijium to relieve the place, which Sennacherib hearing of durft 
not abide his coming, but raifed the fiege and returning into Jndea en- 
camped again '" at Lachijh, where he renewed the war with Hezekiah not- 
withstanding the agreement of Peace which he had afore made with him ; 
and to let him know as much he fent Tartan, Rabfaris, and Rabjhakeh^ 
three of his principal Captains, with that proud and blafphemous mefTage, 
which we have at full recited " in two places of the Holy Scripture. It was 
delivered to the King's Officers from under the Walls of Jerufalem in the 
hearing of all the People, and in the Hebrew tongue. For they hoped 
thereby to draw the People to a Revolt, but they failing of fuccefs herein 
returned to Sennacherib without their defign. The perfon appointed to 
deliver this Meflage was Rabjhakeh, who by his ready fpeakingof the/fe- 
brew tongue feems to have been an Apoftate Jew,or elfe one of the Captivity 
of Ifrael. By office he was the King's chief cup-bearer, as his name imports. 
On their return they found Sennacherib decamped from Lachijh, and lay- 
ing fiege to Libnah, where hearing that Tirhakah on his finding him gone 
from Telufium was marching after him, as in purfuit of one flying from 
him, he led forth his army againft him, and gave him a great overthrow. 
For it was 0 from God by the Prophet Ifaiah afore laid as a burthen up- 
on Egypt, and as a burthen upon Ethiopia thus to be punifhed by him, 
and he was no more than as God's Executioner herein. But before p he 
went forth to this laft war he fent again to Hezekiah, adding a moil blaf- 
phemous Letter to his former MefTage, defying therein both him, and al- 
fo the Lord his God, in a moft impious manner, which juftly provoked 
the wrath of God againft him to that degree, as brought a moft difmal de- 
ftru&ion upon him to the cutting off of almoft all his Army. For when 
f welling with his frelh victory over the Ethiopians, he was on his full 
march towards Jerttfalem, with thorough purpofe utterly to deftroy that 
place and all in it, an Angel of the Lord went forth, and in one night fmote 
in the Camp of the Ajjyriatis an hundred fourfcore and five thoufand men, 
fo that when he arofe in the morning he found almoft all his Army dead 
Corps, with which being terrifyed he fled out of Judea in great confufi- 
on, and made all the hafte he could back again to Niniveh where he 
dwelt all the remainder of his Life in dilhonour, ftiame, and regret. This 
hapned in the eighteenth year of King Hezekiah, and four years after Sen~ 
Tiacherib firft came into thofe parts. After this Hezekiah reigned the reft 
of his time in great peace and profperity, being feared and honoured by 
all the Nations round him, by reafon of the favour which they faw he had 
with the Lord his God, in the great and wonderful deliverance which he 
had vouchfafed unto him. So that none of them after this would any 
more lift up their hand againft him. 

The Babylonifly Talmud hath it, that this deftrudion upon the Army of 
the AJJyrians was executed by lightning, and fome of the Targums are 
quoted for faying the fame thing. But it feemeth moft likely, that it was 
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effected by bringing on them the hot wind, which q is frequent in thofe 
parts, and often, when it lights among a multitude, deftroys great numbers 
of them in a moment, as it frequently happens in thofe vail Caravans of the 
Mahometans, who go their annual Pilgrimages to Mecca. And the words 
of r Ifaiah which threatned Sennacherib with a blaft, that God would fend, 
upon him, feem to denote this thing. 

HE RODO TV S 1 gives us from the relation of the Egyptian Priefts 
fome kind of a difguifed account of this deliverance from the ^4ffyrians,m 
a fabulous application of it to the City of Telujium, inftead of Jerufalem, 
and to Sethon the Egyptian King inftead of Hezekiah : By whofe piety he 
faith it was obtained, that while the King of Ajjyria laid fiege to Telujium, 
a great number of Rats were miraculoufly fent into his Army, which in one 
night did eat all their Shield-ftraps, Quivers, and Bow-ftrings, fo that on 
their rifing the next morning finding themfelves without arms for the car- 
rying on of the war, they were forced to raife the Siege and be gone. And 
it is particularly to be remarked that Herodotus calls the King of Ajjyria, 
to whom he faith this hapned, by the fame name of Sennacherib, as the 
Scriptures do, and the time in both doth alfo well agree, which plainly 
ftiews, that it is the fame fact that is referred to by Herodotus, although 
much difguifed in the relation, which may eafily be accounted for, when 
we confider that it comes to us through the hands of fuch as had the grea- 
teft averfion both to the Nation and the Religion of the Jews, and there- 
fore would relate nothing in fuch manner as might give any reputation to 
either. 

An. yog. After this terrible blow, and the lofs of fo great an Army, Sena ache- 
Hez ' I? - rib was fo weakned,that he had no way of again recovering himfelf, which 
making him to fall into contempt among his Subjects, feveral of his Provin- 
ces revolted from him, and particularly Media, which was the largeft and 
the moil confiderable of all his Empire. For the Medes, when they heard 
in how low a condition he was returned to Niniveb, immediately fliook 
off his Yoke, and fet ' up for themfelves in a fort of Democratical Govern- 
ment ; but foon growing fick of the Confufions, which this caufed among 
them, they were forced to have recourfe to Monarchy for the remedy, and 
the next year after chofe Deioces for their King, whom they had formerly 
made great ufe of, as a common Arbitrator of their differences, and for 
the great proof which he had given of his jufticeand abilities on fuch oc- 
cafions, they advanced him to this dignity. He began his reign' in the 
nineteenth year of King Hezekiah, and having repaired, beautified, and 
enlarged the City of Ecbatana, he made it the Royal Seat of his Kingdom, 
and reigned there with great wifdom, honour, and profperity, fifty three 
years, during which time it growing to be a great City, he is for this rea- 
fon reckoned by the Greeks to have been the Founder of it. 

The fame year v Arkianus began his reign at Babylon after the deceafe 
of Mardoc-Empadus, or Merodach-Baladan, who ended his life with -the? 
former year, after having reigned over the Babylonians twelve years. 

SENNACHERIB after his return to Niniveh being enflamed with 
rage for his great lofs and difappointment, as if he would revenge himfelf 
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upon his Subjects for it, grew thenceforth w very cruel and tyrannical in the 
management of his Government, efpecially towards the Jews and IJrae- 
lites, abundance of which he caufed every day to be flain and caft into the 
ltreets, by which favage humour having madehimfelf fo intolerable, that he 
could be no longer born by his own family, his two eldefl Sons * Adrame- 
lech and Sharezar confpired againfl: him, and falling upon him while he 
was worshipping in the Houfe of Nijroch his God, they there flew him 
with the Sword, and thereon having made their efcape into the Land of 
Armenia, EJarhaddonhis third Son reigned in his ftead. Some Commen- 
tators y will have it, that he had vowed to facrifice thefe his two Sons to 
appeafe his Gods, and make them the more favourable to him for the re- 
iteration of his affairs, and that it was to prevent this that they thus facri- 
ficed him; But for this there is no other foundation, but that fcarce any 
thing elfe can be thought of, which can afford any excufe for fo wicked 
and barbarous a parricide. 

ESARHADUON begun his reign over Ajfyria about the twenty An. jo6. 
fecond year of King Hezekiah, which was the lafl: of the reign of Sevechus Hez - 
or Sethon, in the Kingdom of ' Egypt ; who dying after he had reigned 
fourteen years * was fucceeded by Tirhakah, the fame who came with the 
Ethiopian Army to his help. He was the third and laft of that race, that 
reigned in Egypt, 

In the twenty third year of Hezekiah, Arkianus dying without ifliie, An. jo?. 
there followed an 1 interregnum of two years in the Kingdom of Babylon^ Hc2, 2 3- 
before they could agree upon a Succeflbr. At length a Belibus being ad- 
vanced to the Throne fat in it three years. After Mm fucceeded a Apro- 
nadius, and reigned fix years. 

The fame year that Apronadius began his Reign ml Baby loir, Hezekiah An. 699. 
ended his at Jerufalem. For b he died there after he had reigned twenty Hez. 29. 
and nine years, and all Judah and Jerufalem did him honour at his Death. 
For they buried him with great Solemnity in the chiefeft and higheft place 
of the Sepulchres of the SonsofZ)^wV,exprelJing rhereby.that they look- 
ed on him as the worthier!, and befl of all, that had reigned over them of 
that family fince him, that was the firft Founder of it. 

The Burial-place called the Sepulchres of the Kings of the Houfe ofZ><z- 
vid (which hath been afore fpoken of) was a very fumptuous and flately. 
thing c . It lies now without the Walls of Jerufalem, but as it is fuppofed, 
•Was formerly J within them before that City was deftroyed by the Romansi, 
It confifts of a large Court of about izo foot fquare, with a Gallery or 
Cloyller on the left hand, which Court and Gallery, with the Pillars that 
fupported it, were cut out of the folid marble rock. At .the end of the 
Gallery there is a narrow paflage or hole, through which there is an en- 
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trance into a large Room or Hall of about x^ioot fquare, within which are 
feveral leffer Rooms one within another, with ftone-doors opening into 
them ; all which Rooms with the great Room were all likewife cut out of the 
folid marble rock. In the fides of thofe lefler Rooms are feveral Niches, in 
which the Corps of the deceafed Kings were depofited in ftone coffins. In 
the inner moil or chiefeft of thefe Rooms was the body of HexeAiaAMd'm 
a Nich, perchance cut of purpofe at that time for it in the upper end of that 
Room to do him the greater honour. And all this remains entire even to 
this day. It feems to have been the work of King Solomon., for it could not 
have been made without vaftexpence, and it is the only true remainder of 
old Jerufalem, which is now to be feen in that place. 

HEZEKIAH during his reign much improved the City of Jerufalem 
not only by c new fortifying of it, ere&ing Magazines therein, and filling them 
with all manner of Armory, which were in ufe in thofe days ; but alfo by 
building a new Aquaedudt, which was of great convenience to the Inhabi- 
tants for the fupplying of them with water. And for 5 the better promo- 
ting of Religion he maintained skilful Scribes to collate together and write 
out Copies of the Holy Scripture, and it is particularly mentioned that the 
Proverbs of Solomon were thus collected together, and wrote out by thofe 
men. 

And in his time the h Simeonites being ftreightned in their Habitations 
much enlarged their Borders towards the South. For falling on the Ama- 
lekites, who dwelt in part of Mount Seir and in the rich valley adjoyning, 
they fmote them, and utterly deftroyed them, and dwelt in their rooms. 
An. 698. B ut it was the misfortune of this good King Hezekiah to be fucceeded 
Manaf. 1 • by a f orj) was t fo e wickedett and worft of the whole Race. For after, 
him reigned ' Manaffeh, who being a minor only of twelve years old at his 
coming to the Crown, had the misfortune to fall into the hands of fuch of 
the Nobility for his Guardians, and chief Minifters, who being ill affe&ed 
to his Father's reformation took care to breed him up in the greateft a- 
verfion to it, that they were able, corrupting his youth with the worft. 
of principles, both as to Religion and Government ; fo that when he 
grew up, he proved the moft impious towards God, and moft tyrannical 
and wicked towards his Subje&s, of any that had ever reigned either in 
Jerufalem or Samaria over the Tribes of Ifrael. For he not only reftored 
all the Idolatry of Ahaz, but went much beyond him in every .abomination, 
whereby the true worlhip of God might be fupprefs'd, and his moft holy 
Name di (honoured in the Land. For whereas Ahaz did only lhut up the 
Houfe of God, he converted it into an Houfe of all manner of idolatrous 
Prophanations, fetting up an Image in the Sanctuary, and erecting Altars 
for Baalim, and all the Holt of Heaven, in both its Courts. And he alfo 
pra&ifed Witchcrafts and Enchantments, and dealt with familiar Spirits, 
and made his children pafs thorough the Fire to Molech, and filled Judah 
and Jerufalem with his High places, Idols, Groves, and Altars erected to 
falfe Gods, and brought in all manner of other idolatrous Prophanations, 
whereby the true Religion might be moft corrupted, and all manner of Im- 
piety be moft promoted in the Kingdom. And to all thefe ways of abomi- 
nation he made Judah and Jerufalem to conform, railing a terrible Perfe- 
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cution againft all that would not comply with him herein, whereby he fil- 
led the whole Land with innocent blood, of which he didfhed very much 
in the carrying on of thefe and his other wicked purpofes. And when God 
fent his Prophets to him to tell him of thefe his iniquities, and to exhort 
him to depart from them, he treated them with contempt and outrage* 
and k feveral of them he put to death. And particularly it is faidi the: I- 
faiab the Prophet on this account fuflercd Martyrdom under him, by be- 
ing cruelly fawn afundcr. This was ' an old Tradition among the Jews, 
and the holy ApofUe St. Taul in his Epillle to the Hebrews (Cb. xi. ver. sj.J 
having among the torments undergone by the Prophets and Martyrs of fore- 
going times, reckoned that of being fawn afunder, he " is generally thought 
in that place to have had refpeft hereto. By which horrid iniquities and 
abominations God wasfo juftly incenfed againft the Land, that he declared 
hereon, " that he would itrctch out over Jerufalem the line of Samaria* 
and the plummet of the Houfe of Abab> and wipe Jerufalem clean of all 
its Inhabitants as a man wipcth a Dim and tumcth it, when empty, upfide 
down. Which accordingly was executed upon it in thedeftruftionof that 
City, nnd the dcfolation, which was brought upon all Judab at the fame 
time. And among all the iniquities that drew down thefe heavy Judgments 
upon that City and Land, the fins of Mannflcb arc always reckoned as» the 
mod provoking caufc ; by which an cftimatc may be beft made of the 
greatnefs of them. 

In the fifth year of Manaffeb died ' Jlpronadius King of Babylon and Am ^ 
was fuccccdcd by ' Regibilus, who reigned only one year. After him M*2r r. 
' Mefejpmordacus had the Kingdom and held it four years. 

In the eleventh year of Manaffeb i dyedTirbahtb King of Eg ypt, after ** «SS 
he had reigned .there eighteen years, who was the laft of the Ethiopian 
Kings that reigned in that Countrcy. The Egyptians after his death hot 
being able to agree about the Succeflion continued for » two years tote 
ther in a ftate of Anarchy, and great confufion, rill r at length twelve of 
theprincipat Nobility confpiring together feiicd the kingdom* and dividing 
it among themfelves into twelve parts, governed it by joint confederacy 
fifteen years. ■ ' * 

... T . HB k mevcar this hapnedin Egypt by the death of Tirbaba/i. the 
like hapned in Babylon by the death of Mefeffimordacus. For he leaving 
no fon behind him to inherit the kingdom, ' an interregnum of Anarchy and 
confufion followed there for eight years together, of which Efarbaddon 
King of Affyrta taking the advantage fcircd Babylon, and adding it to his <5So. 
former Lmpirc thenceforth • reigned over both for thirteen years He is hUa - «»• 
in the Canon of Vtotemy called Affar-Addinut. And in the Scriptures he 
is fpoken of as King - of Babylon and Affyria jointly together. In E&ra he 
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is called * AJhapper, and hath there the honourable epithets of the great 
and noble added to his name by the Author of that Book* which argues 
him to have been a Prince of great excellency and worth in his time, and 
far exceeding all others that had reigned before him in either of the king- 
doms. 

a». 6-7. I n the twenty fecond year of Manajfeh, Efarbaddon, after he had nOw 1 
Alan. zz. en tered on the fourth year of his reign in Babylon, and fully fettled his au- 
thority there, began to fet his thoughts on the recovery of what had been 
loft to the Empire of the AJfyrians in Syria and Taleftine on the destruction 
of his Father's army in Judaea, and on that doleful retreat, which thereon 
he was forced to make from thence, and being encouraged to this underta- 
king by the great augmentation of ftrength, which he had acquired by ad- 
ding Babylon and Chaldea to his former kingdom of AJJyria, lie prepared 
a great army, and marched into thofe parts, and again added them to the 
AJJyrian Empire. And then was accomplished the Prophecy, which was fpo- 
ken by Jfaiah in the firtt year of Ahaz againft Samaria, y that within three- 
fcore and five years Ephraim mould be abfolutely broken, fo as from thence- 
forth to be no more a people. For this year being exactly fixty five years 
from the firftof Ahaz, Efarbaddon, after he had fettled all arlairsin Syria, 
marched into the Land oijjrael, and there taking captive all thofe, who 
were the remains of the former Captivity, (excepting only fome few, who 
efcaped his hands, and continued {till in the Land) carried them away in- 
to Babylon and AJJyria. And then to prevent the Land from becoming 
defolate, he brought others from 1 Babylon, and from Cut ha, and from^tf- 
vab, and Hamatb, and Sephervaim, to dwell in the Cities of Samaria in 
their ftead. Andfo the ten Tribes of Ifrael, which had feparated from the 
Houfe of David, were brought to a fuU and utter destruction, and never 
after recovered themfelves again. For thofe, who were thus carried away 
as well in this, as the former Captivities (excepting only fome few, who 
joyning themfelves. to the. Jews in ths Land of their Captivity returned 
with them) foou going inibojthe ufages, and idolatry of the Nations among 
whom they were planted,,(to: -which they were too much addided while in 
their own Land) after a while became wholly abforb'd, and fallowed up 
in them, and thenceforth . utterly lofmg their name* their language, and 
their memorial, were never, .after any more fpoke of.' And wheieas there 
is a feci of ^aw^H^j ftill. remaining in Samaria, Striem* and other Towns 
thereabout, even to this day* who ftillhave the Law of Mofes in' a chara- 
cter peculiar to themfelves,. andin a dialecl very littlej if any thing at all, 
different from that of the Jews ; yet thefe aire not of the dependents of the 
I/raelites, but of. thofe Nations, which Efarbaddon brought to dwell in that 
Countrey in their ftead, after the others had been carried thence into cap- 
tivity. And for this reafon the Jews call them by no other name, than that 
of Cuthites, (the name of one of thofe Nations, whom Efarhaddon had plan- 
ted there) and have that utter hatred and awerfion to them, that reckon- 
ing thenmmong the worft of Hereticks they exprefs oh all occafions a grea- 
ter deteftation ofthem, tharithey do even of the Christians themfelves. 
. E SAR HAD <DQN, after he had thus poflefled himfelf of the Land of 
Ifrael, font feme of his Princes with part of his Ar my into Jaded, to re- 



"EiraW. to. rlfttah-ta;*.- " * * Kings xvii. 34. Ezra iv. a, 10. 

duce 



Book I. the Old and New Testament. 



25 



duce that Countrey alfo under his fubjeftion, who * having vanquiftied Ma- 
naffeb in battel, and taken him hid in a thicket of Thorns, brought him 
prifoner to Efarhaddon, who bound him in fetters andcarryed him to Ba- 
bylon ; where his chains and his prifon having brought him to himfelf, and 
a due fenfeof his great fin, wherewith he had finned againft the Lord his 
God, he returned unto him with repentance and prayer, and in his afflicfi- 
on greatly humbled himfelf before him ; whereon God being intreated 
by him, he mollifyed the heart of the King of Babylon towards him, fo 
that on a Treaty he was again reftored to his liberty, and returned to Je- 
rufalem ; and then knowing the Lord to be God he abolifhed all thofe ido- 
latrous prophanations both out of the Temple and out of all other parts of 
the Land, whichhe had in his wickednefs introduced into them, and again 
reftored in all things the Reformation of King Hezekiah his Father, and 
walked according thereto all the remainder of his life, worfhipping the 
Lord his God only, and none other, and all Judah conformed to him here- 
in. So that he continued in profperity after this to the end of his Reign, 
which was the longeft of any of the Kings that had far. on the Throne of 
David either before or after him. For he reigned full fifty five years, and 
thefe being all reckoned to his Reign without any chafm, it is argued from > 
hence, that his Captivity at Babylon could not have been long, but that he 
was within a very fhort time after again releafed from it. 

And to this time may be referred the completion of the Prophecy of 
Ifaiah concerning b the removal of Shebna, the chief minifter of ftate, and 
the advancement of EUakim the fon of Hilkiah in his place. Both of them 
had been minifters of ftate under King Hezekiah, Shebna having been his 
fcribe or fecretary, and Eliakim the matter of his houfhold. And their 
Hiftory, as far as may be collected from the words of the Prophet appears 
to be thus. Shebna being a very wicked man was a fit perfon to ferve the 
lufts and evil inclinations of Manafleh in the firft part of his reign, and 
therefore was made his firft minifter of ftate, and Eliakim, who was of a 
quite contrary character was quite laid afide. But on the Revolution that 
hapned on the coming of the army of the AJJyrians, Shebna c was taken 
prifoner with his matter, and carried to Babylon, and there detained in cap- 
tivity a to his death. And therefore Manajffeh on his repentance, and re- 
turn to Jerufalem, having refolved on other meafures, called for EUakim, 
and put the management of all his affairs into his hands, who being a per- 
fon of great wifdom, juftice, and piety, foon re-eftabliflied them upon the 
fame foot as they had been in the days of Hezekiah, and fo preferved them ' 
in peace and profperity all his time, to the great honour of the King, and 
the good of all his people, and therefore he hath the character given him 
of being c a Father to the Inhabitants of Jerufalem, and to all the Houfe 
of Judah, and that having f the key and government of the Houfe of ^Da- 
vid upon his fhoulders he was the great fupport of it all his days. This 
Eliakimvi fuppofed to have been of the pontifical family, and to have him- 
felf in the time of Manaffeh born the office of High-Prieft, and to have 
been the fame who is mentioned by the name of Joakim, or Eliakim in 
the Hiftory of Judith, as High-Prieft at that time. For Joakim and Elia- 
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kirn are both the fame name, being both of the feme fi^cation n the 
Hebrew tongue, and therefore the feid High-Prieft xvijndith in the Sy- 
riac verfion, and alfo in Jerom's Latinjerlion of that Book, called promif- 
cuoufly by both thefe names. But of this more will be feid heieafter in its- 

An 6,6 ^ T«E P Nati6ns which Efarhaddon had brought to dwell in the Cities of 
Samatid, inftead of the Ifraelites who had ^j* °* 

3 3- erieir fettlirigiri that Countrey • much infefted with SlSKf 
2fc#a* -being told that it was becatife they vvormipped^nottheGodof the 
Suntfey, hf ordered that one of the Prieils, which had been carried 
thence, Luld be fent back to teach thefe new Inhabitants- how to worlmp 
the God of Ifrael But they only took him hereon into the number of 
^f^rSSL -d wo Wed him jointly with the God*of theN-n 
tionsfromwhencetheycame. Aiidintiiis^pt^oJjOMs^we^p 
of their falfe Gods with that of the true, they continued till the building of 
the Samaritan Tempfe on Mount Gerizim by Sanballat. But on that occ»- 
fion abundance of Jews falling off to them, they reduced them fronuhis 
Idolatry to the worfhlp 1 of the true God only, as mall be hereafter related, 
and they have continued in the fame worihip ever fmce, even to this day. 
In the eight arid twentieth year of the reign of Manaffeh, the twelve 
A i' 6 K- confederated Sovereigns of EeyPt, after they had jointly reigned there fif- 
" Tfarnnitichus, one of 

their number, out of his ihare which he had hitherto had with them m the 
Government of the kihgddrn, arid drove him into banifliment; whereon 
flying into the fens near the Sea he lay hid there, till having gotten toge- 
ther out of the Arabian Free-booths, and the Pirates of Carta and Ionta, 
fucti a number of fdldiers, as with the Egyptians oi his party made a con- 
fiderable army, he marched with it againft the other eleven, and having 
overthrown them in battel flew fevefal of them, and drove the reft out of 
the Land, arid thereon feiling the whole kingdom to himfelf reigned over 
it iri great profperity fifty and four years. 

As foori as he was well fettled in the kingdom, he ■ entered into a war 
An ,- 6y £- with th^ Kins of Affyria about the boundaries of their two Umpires, which 
T Sdmanyylars. For after the Adrians had conquered^, Taleftine 
only feparating their refpeftive Territories, it became a conftant bone of 
contention between them, as it was between the Ttolemtes and the Seleu- 
cida afterwards, both parties itrivihg which of the two mould have the 
maftery of this Province, and according as they prevailed fometimes the 
one and fometimes the other poffeffed themfelves of it. From the time of 
Hezekiah it appears to have been in the hands of the Egyptians till the 
captivity of MdnaJTe'h. But when Efarhaddon had conquered Judea, and 
carried the KingprifOrier to Babylon (as hath been above-mentioned) it's 
plain that from thenceforth the King of, AJJyria became matter of all, even 
to the very entry of Egypt ; and the Egyptians being at that time divided 
under feVeral Princes, and in civil wars among themfelves, were in no ca- 
pacity to put a flop to this progrefs. But when Tfammitichus had gained 
the whole Monarchy to himfelf, and again fettled the affairs of that 
kingdom upon its former foundation, (which hapned about feven years af- 
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ter the Captivity of Manajfeh) he thought it time to look to the frontiers 
of his Kingdom, and fecure them as well as he could againft the power of ' 
this growing neighbour, and therefore marched with an army into 'Palr- 
Jiine for this purpofe. But in the entry thereof he found AJhdod, one of 
the firft Towns of that Countrey, fo ftrong a barrier againft him, that it 
k colt him a blockade of nine and twenty years before he could make him<- 
felf matter of it. 

This place had formerly been 1 one of the five capital Cities of the 
Countrey of the ThiliJiins. After this the Egyptians got pofleflion of it, 
and by well fortifying of it made it fo ftrong a barrier of their Empire on 
that fide, that Sennacherib could not enter Egypt, m till he had by Tartan, 
one of his Generals, made himfelf mailer of it ; and when he had gotten 
it into his pofleflion, finding the importance of the place, he added fo much 
to itsftrength, that notwithstanding his unfortunate retreat out of Egypt, 
and the terrible lofs of his army in Judea immediately after, the Ajjyrians 
ftill kept it even to this time ; and it was not without that long and tedi^ 
ousfiege, which I have mentioned, that the Egyptians zxAiSk. became again 
matters of it. And when they had gotten it, they found it in fuch a manner 
wafted and reduced by fo long a war, that it did them but little fervice 
afterwards, it being then no more than the carcafs of that City which it had 
formerly been. And therefore the Prophet Jeremiah fpeaking of it calls it 
" the Remnant of AJhdod, intimating thereby that it was then only the poor 
remains of what it had been in times foregoing. 

But notwithftanding this long fiege, the whole war did not reft there. 
While part of the army lay at the blockade, the reft carried on the war a- 
gainft the other parts of Talejiine, and fo it continued many years, which 
obliged Manajfeh 0 to fordfyjeru/a/em anew,and toput ftrong Garrifons into 
all his frontier Towns againft them. For fince his releafe from the captivity 
of the AJJyrians, and the reftoration of his kingdoni again to him, he was 
obliged to become their homager, and engage on their fide in this war a- 
gainft the Egyptians, although they had been his former allies. And the 
better to enable him to fupport himfelf herein, and alfo the more firmly to 
fix him in his fidelity to them, they feem at this time to have put under 
his command all the other parts of' the Land of Canaan, that is, all that 
had formerly been poflefled by the Kings of Samaria, as well as what belong'd 
to him as King of Judah. For it is certain that jojiab his Grandfon had all 
this, (as will hereafter be fhewn) that is, not only the two Tribes which made 
up the Kingdom of Judah, but alfo all that had formerly been poflefled by the 
other ten under the Kings of Ifrael. And the molt probable account that 
can be given of his coming by all this, is, that it was all given to Manajfeh 
on this occafion to hold in homage of the Kings of Ajfyria, and that after 
his death it was continued to his Son and Grandfon on the fame conditions, 
in the performance of which that good and juft Prince King Jojiah afterwards 
loft his life, as will be fliewn in its proper place. 

In the thirty firft year of Manajfeh dyed Efarhaddon, afer he had reign- An. <s<58. 
edwith great felicity thirty nine years over the AJfyrians, and thirteen o- Manaff.* 
yer the Babylonians, and p Saofduchinus his Son reigned in his ftead. He 31 * 
is the fame who in the Book of Judith is called 1 Nabuchodonofor. In the 
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An. 6 S 6. beginningofthe twelfth year of his reign, which was the forty third of Ma- 
^ anain Haffebi 1 he fought a great battel in the plains of Ragau with Deioces King 
of Media, (who in the book of jf«^?A is called r Arphaxad) and having 
overthrown him, and put him to flight, purfued after him to the adjacent 
mountains* Where he made his retreat, and there having overtaken him he 
cut him offahd all his army.* and therebn following his blow, and making 
the belt of the advantage he had gotten, he made himfelf matter of many 
of the Cities of Media* -and among them took * Ecbaiatta it felf, the Royal 
Seat of the Median Empire, and after having miferably defaced it return- 
ed in great triumph to Nhfiveh, and there took his pleafure in banquet- 
ing and feafting, both he and his army, for an hundred and twenty days. 

Af ter. this time of feafting was over, v he called his Officers, Nobles, 
and chief Counsellors together, to take an account of what tributary Coun- 
tries and Provinces hard not gone with him to the war. For he had fum- 
mohed them all to attend him herein, and finding that none of the Weftern 
Countries had paid any regard to his commands in this matter, he made a 
Decree, that Hblof ernes th&chief Captain of his army Hhould go forth to 
execute the wrath of his Liord upon them for it. And accordingly the 
6ff. next year after he marched we/Award with an army Of an hundred and 
Manaff twenty thoufand foot, and twelve thoufand horfe, and there walled and 
deftroyed a great many of thofe Nations ; fill at length coming into Judea, 
and laying fiege to Betbuliit^ he was there deftroyed, and all his army cut 
in pieces, in the manner as is in the Book of Judith at full related. 

That Xrphaxad in the fdid Book of Judith was Deioces, and Nafacho- 
doJto/br Saofduchinus, appears from hence, that Arphaxad is faid to be that 
Rihg of Media who was* the founder of Ecbdiana, which all other wri- 
ters agree to have been Deioces. And the beginning of the twelfth year: 
of S-d6jfacbiHfts-£p^y#&&'&i wi'tn the laft year of Deioces, whenthis bat- 
tel of Rdgdu is laid to have been fought. And there are feveral particulars 
in that Hiftory, which make it utterly inconfiftent with any other times. 
For it was * while Niniv'eh was the Metropolis of the Affyrian Empire ; it 
was 'while the Terjians, Syrians, *Fhcenicians, Cilicians, and Egyptians 
were fubje«ft to them ; it was 1 while the Median Empire was in being, and 
not lorig after the building of Ecbdiana ; hone of which could be after the 
Captivity of Juddh, where lome would place this Hiftory. For before 
that time Niniveh had been long deftroyed, and both the Ajjyrian and 
Median Empires had been wholly extihgiiiftied, and the Terjidns inftead 
of being fiibjedt to the jijjyrians had made themfelves Lords over them, 
and over all the other Nations of the Eaft, from the Hellefpont to the Ri- 
ver Indus. For fp far they had extended and eftablimed their Empire, be- 
fore the Jews were returned from the Babylonish Captivity, and- fettled a- 
gain ih. their own Countrey. And therefore we muftgo much higher than 
the tirries after that Captivity to find a proper fcene for the matters in that 
Book related, and it can be no Where laid more agreeably both with Scri- 
pture, and prophane Hiftory, than in the time where I have placed it. 

This Book of Judith was originially written " ih the VChaldee language 
by fome Jeto of Babylon ; (which is not now extant) and from thence at 
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the defire '6fTauta and EufiocbiumwasbyBt. ^e'ro/n tranflkted into the 
ttn tongue, Which is the Trahflation that is now extant in theVuW Lnti n 
edition of the Bible, of which he himfelf faith in the PrefacTbefof e it S 
he did not tranflate it word for word, but only render'd it adcOrdine to 
the.fenfe of the Author, and that cutting off all thecorruptions OF various 
readings which he found in different copies, he did put only that into the 
trahflation which he judged to be the true and entire ferife of the Orim- 
wah But befides this tranflation of St. Jerom there are two others, one in 
Greek and the other in Syriac That which is in Greek is attributed to 
Theodotion, who fldUrilhed m the time of Commodus, who was made Ro- 
™ an Emperor m the year of Chrijt 180. But it muft be much aricienter 
For Clemens Romanusm his Lpitfle to the Corinthians (which was wrote 
near izo years before) brings a quotation out of it. The Syriac tranflati- 
oh wis thadefrom the Greek, and fo- was alfo the Englijb, which we dt 
prefent have among the Apocryphal writings in our Bible. And it is 'to be 
obferved that allthefe three verfions laft mentioned have feveral particu! 
iars^whichare notm Jerom% and fome of thefefeem to be thofe Various 
•readings, which he profeffeth to have out off as corruptions of the Text 
And particularly that which is added in the thirteenth verfe of the firit 
thapter appears to be of this fort. For there the battel of Rarau is placed 
ih the feyenteenth year of Nabnchodonofor, which is directly contradiaory 
to what is m the formed part of the fame chapter. For there it is pofirive- 
iy find, that it was in the twelfth year of his reign, and agreeable hereto 
s verflon placeth the expedition of Holofernes (thaf was the nex? 
year After) in the thirteenth year of Nabuchodonofor, which is the truth 3 
the matter whereas the other following the blunder of the former con- 
trition niakes another by. placing it in the eighteenth year bfS S, 
and fo renders thatpart oftheHiffory wholly inconiiftent withitfelf. Ahd 
therefore certainly m this particular Jeronfs verfion is to be preferrV? 
which gives good reafon to think, that it ought to be fo ih all the reft 
Wherever there is any difference between them ' 
But ftill, Whether the Book be a true or a feigned Hiftory is what 
learned men are not agreed in : The Romanifts will have it ail to be tml 
l or theyhave received it into the Canon of divine writ. But oh the other' 
hand it is the opinion of Grotius, that it is wholly a parabolical {Sion 
written in the time of Antiechus Epiphanes, when he came into 7udea ?o 
raife a perfection agamft the Jewijh Church, and that the defign it wa? 
K^ rmthe A y r mS Und£r tha tP erf ecutionin their hopes, that God wohld 
S ST a i el £ eran , ce - " J ha r c the ^n by ^/is'rheant >X°by 
'\Bethuh« the Temple, or.Houfe ofGod, and by the fword, which wen? 
« out from thence the prayers of the Saints, that Nabacbb^bnofor doth theK 
v r^^lf^f V % Tr the . ki ?S*om of Affyria the Devil's kingdo^! 
" P nd P, : . Th _ at fe y holofernes xs there meant the inftrumerit or agent of S 
^^HV^f Pl rf ^ u . tion >4»tiochus Epiphanes, who made IiimfeTfiS- 
Z fair wi ^ow, fo called becau'fe deititute of relSf That 

Ehahmligvfos God, who Would arife in her defence, and at Wh 
« cut off that ihftrument of the ^evi!, who would have cWupid hf * 
-This particular exphcation oftheParable (as he will have it to be) is TxSn- 

' b - to p r*ftt«'one ad;Annotationes id Librum Judith. 
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fefs the peculiar fancy of this great Man. But otherwife there, are abun- 
dance of other learned writers among the Proteftants, who agree with him 
in the general, that this Book is rather a parabolical than a real Hiftory, 
made for the inftructing and comforting of the people of the Jews under 
that figure, and not to give them a Narrative of any thing really done. And 
their reafon for it is, that they think it utterly inconfxftent with all times 
where it hath been endeavoured to be placed, either before or after the 
Captivity of the Jews. My putting it in the time of Manajfeh takes off all 
the Objections, which are brought to prove its inconfiftency with the times 
after the Captivity, which I confefs are unanfwerable. 

But where it here ftands the objections from the other part {till remain, 
and they are thefe following, i/?, That Joakim or Eliakim (for they are 
acknowledged to be both c the fame name) is faid in the Hiftory of Ju- 
dith to have been then High-prieft. But there is none of that name to be 
found either in the Scriptures, or in Jojephns, that was High-prieft before 
the Captivity, idly, Achior the Ammonite in his fpeech .to Holofernes t 
(Chap. v. 1 8.) there fpeaks of the Temple, as having been lately call to 
the ground, which was not done till thelaft year of the reign of Zedekiah, 
and therefore this cannot beconfiftent with any time before it. And the 
3 d Verfe of the iv' h Chapter plainly puts it after the Captivity. For there 
the Text is, that the People of the Jews were newly returned from their 
Captivity, when Ho lofernes invaded Judea. idly, The chief management 
of the publick affairs of the ftate are in that book placed wholly in the 
High-prieft without any mention made of the King throughout the whole 
of it, or implying in the leaft, that there was then any fuch Government in 
the Land, which renders it wholly inconfiftent with any other times, than 
thofe in which there was no. King in Judah. qthly, That in the conclufi- 
onof the Book, Judith is laid to have lived an hundred and five years, 
and that none made the children of J/r^/ any more afraid in all her days,' nor 
a long time after her death. But fuppofing her to have been forty .five 
years old when, flie went out to Holofernes, (and in ah older age fhe can- 
not wel! be fuppofed to have beauty enough to charm fuch a man) to make 
her an hundred and five years old there muftbefixty years more added to 
her life, which will carry down her death to the fourth year of Zedekiah, 
when the ftate of the Jews had for feveral years been exceedingly difturb'd 
by the Babylonians, and was within a little While after totally fubverted 
by them, which makes both her life and her death abfolutely inconfiftent 
with the times in which they are above placed. 

T o the firft of thefe objections it may be anfwered ; i/?,That tho' there 
be no fuch perfon as Joakim, or Eliakim, named in Scripture to have been 
High-priefhbefore the Captivity, yet this is no argument, but that there 
might have been fuch an one. For the Scripture no where profefleth to 
give us an exaft. catalogue ofallfuch as had been High-priefts till the Cap- 
tivity. That which lookstnoftlike it is what we have in the fixth Chap- 
ter of the firft Book of Chronicles. But that is only a direft lineal defcent 
of the Pontifical family from Aaron to Jofadak the fori of ' Seraiah, who 
was High-prieft at the Captivity, and not a catalogue of fuch as had born 



c For they are both of the fame ftgnification,E\ being the name of God in one, as Jehovah is the other, 
andtbe latter partof thename is the famein both ; andtherefore as Jehoiakim or Joakim King of Judah 
is called alfo Eiiakim, fi this High-prieft is in the Verfion e/Jerom called fromifeuoujly By both names. 
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the pontifical office. For feveral are in that pedigree whonever were Hio-h- 
priefts, and feveral are left out that were. The High-priefts of the fami- 
ly of Eli axe inftances of the latter. For they are left out of that pedigree, 
tho' they were High-priefts. And thofe of the true race, who were exclu- 
ded by them, are inftances of the former. For they are in it, tho' they 
never were High-priefts. And it is very likely, that from the time of Solo- 
mon to the Captivity many- more fuch inftances might have happened to 
hinder that pedigree from being an exaft Catalogue of the High-priefts. 
For on the minority, or fome other unqualifying defeft of the right Heir* 
the next collateral muft have been admitted to the office, whofe nama 
could not come into the pedigree ; and on the failing of an elder branch 
(as might have hapned) the Heir of the next collateral branch muft have 
come into the office. And then the anceftors of the collateral fucceflbr 
muft be in the pedigree, though they had never been in the office. And 
thofe of the elder branch, though they, had been in the office, could not 
be in the pedigree, becaufe it had failed. For it is only the pedigree of 
Jofadack the fon of Seraiah, who was High-prieft at the Captivity, which 
is in a direft line from Aaron, given us in the vi"' Chapter of the firft Book 
of Chronicles. And it being the ufage of the Jews in their pedigrees to 
pafs from a remote anceftor to a remote defcendent, by leaving out thofe 
who are between, of which abundance of inftances may be given in Scri- 
pture, it's poflible this alfo might have hapned in this cafe. And thus 
much is certain, that four High-priefts named in Scripture are not in that 
pedigree, i. e. Jehoiada, and Zechariah his fon, who were High-priefts in 
the reign of Joajb ; Azariah, who was High-prieft in the reign of "Vzziah ; 
and Vrijab, who was High-prieft in the reign of Ahasi, Kings of Judafr. 
There are indeed two Azariah 's named in that pedigree, befides the - Aza- 
riah who was the father of Seraiah, but neither of thefe two could be the 
Azariah that was High-prieft in the time of ^Dzziah. For d Amariah the 
fon of the laft of the faid two Azariah's'm that pedigree, was High-prieft 
in the time of Jehofaphat, five generations before. As to the pedigrees of 
the High-priefts in Ezra and Nehemiah, they are but imperfect parts of 
that which we have in the vi"' Chapter of the firftBook of Chronicles. As 
for the Catalogue of Jofephus, it is fo corrupted, that fcarce five of the 
names in it agree with any thing that we have in Scripture. And there- 
fore putting all this together, Joakim or Eliakim might have been High- 
prieft in the time of Manaffeh, tho' there be no mention of him as fuch 
by either of his names, either in the Holy Scriptures or in the Hiftory of 
Jofephus. But i-dly, That this Joakim or Eliakim (for both, as hath been 
afore obferv'd, is the fame name) is not named in Scripture, is not cer- 
tainly true. For there are fome, who will have Eliakim the fon of Hil- 
kiah, that is afore fpoken of, to have been the perfon, and underftand 
what is faid in the xxii d Chapter of Ifaiah, ver. zi. of the robe and the 
girdle, which he was to put on, as meant of the Pontifical robe and girdle, and 
therefore infer from hence that he was High-prieft, and c St. Jerom and 
St. Cyril among the ancients both were of this opinion. And it muft be 
faid, that what is there prophefied of him by Ifaiah, that God would com- 
mit the government of the ftate to his hands in the room of Shebna, who 
was chief Minifter before him, and that he mould be a father to the Inha- 
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bitants of Jerufalem, and to the Houfe of Judah, and that the key of the 
Houfe of David fhould be laid upon his Ihoiilder, to open and to fhut 
without controul, as he fhould think fit, doth very well agree with that 
part which Joakim is faid to have acted in the Book of Judith. But that 
he was the fame perfon, is what I durft not from that, which is brought 
to prove it, lay much ftrefs upon, neither is there any need of it for the 
fatisfying of this objection ; what I have elfe faid being fufficient for it. 

xdly, As to the objection from the 3 i verfe of the iv th Chapter of Ju- 
dith, and from the fpeech of Achior (Ch.v. ver. 18.) the words on which 
they are founded are not in Jerom's verfion, and therefore it is moft likely 
they were put into the Greek verfion (from whence the Englijh is taken) 
from fome of thofe corrupted Copies of the original which Jerom com- 
plains of. For in his verfion (which he made from the bell corrected Co- 
pies of the original ChaldeeJ the 3 d verfe of the iv Ih Chapter is wholly left 
out, as are alfo thofe words of the i8' h verfe of the v' h Chapter, which 
fpeak of the Temple's having been cafl to the ground. And altho' there be 
words ftill remaining in Jerom's verfion, as well as in our Englijh, which 
fpeak of the Captivity and difperfion of the Jews, and their late reftora- 
tion again to their own Land, yet they are none other than what may be 
better underftood of the AJJyrian Captivity in the time of Manaffeh, than 
of the Babylonijh which hapned afterwards. 

As to the third objection, it's poffible Manajfeh might be then engaged 
in the defence of fome other part of his kingdom, and therefore had en- 
trusted Joakim with the management of all affairs at Jerufalem during his 
abfence. And if he were the Eliakim mentioned in the xxii d Chapter of 
Ifaiah, and as chief minifter of ftate was then inverted with all that ampli- 
tude of truftand power, as is there defcribed, that might be reafon enough 
for him only to be made mention of in this tranfa&ion, without naming 
of his matter at all therein. 

But laftly, to give a fatisfactory anfwer to the fourth objection, I muft. 
confefs is not in my power. Could we put this Hiftory fo far back as the 
minority of Manafeh, this would not only afford us an anfwer to this ob- 
jection, but would alfo give us a much clearer one to the lafl preceding. 
For then there would be reafon enough not to mention the minor King, 
but only the chief minifler and guardian of the kingdom, in the tranfacting 
of the whole affair. And the death of Judith would on this fuppofition be 
at fuch a diftance from the deftruction of the Jewijh ftate, as not to make 
this objection unanfwerable. But the wickednefs of the pupil will not al- 
low him to have been bred under fo good a man for his governour, as E- 
liakim is defcribed to be. And what is faid in the 18 th and 19 th verfes of 
the v th Chapter of Judith concerning the Captivity and Reftoration of the 
Jews, and is retained alfo in Jerom's verfion, muft neceflarily refer the 
matters therein related to thofe times which followed the Captivity of Ma- 
najfeh, and the reftoration of him and his people again to their own Land. 
And the Chronology of this Hiftory will not permit the beginning of it to 
fall any where elfe but in the twelfth year of Saofduchinus, and the laft of 
Deioces ; and thefe two characters of the time exactly concurring accord- 
ing to Herodotus and Ttolemy do unavoidably determine us to fix it here. 
However our not being able to clear this difficulty is not a fufficient rea- 
fon for us to reject the whole Hiftory. There is fcarce any Hiftory writ- 
ten, but what to the next age after may appear as to time, place, and other 
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circumftances, with thofe feeming inconfiitencies, as cannot then be eafily 
reconciled, when the memory of men begin to fail concerning them. And' 
how much more then may we be apt to be blundered, when we takeoUf 
view at the diftance of above two thoufand years, and have no other light 
to difcern the fo far diftant object by, than fuch glimmerings from broken 
fcraps of hiftory, as leave us next door to groping in the dark for what- 
foever knowledge we. get by them? That which feemeth raoft probable 
in this cafe is, that the writer of this book, the more to magnify his heroine 
attributed too long a continuance to that peace, which was by her obtain- 
ed for the land. For according to this account it roufthave lafted ' at leaft 
eighty years, which being' what they never had enjoyed from the time 
they were a nation, or what fcarce any other nation ever had, I would : 
rather chufe to allow a fiction in this particular, than for the fake of it 
condemn the whole book as fuch, which feemeth to carry with if the air 
of a true hiftory in all other particulars;.. . . 

Howev e."k I muftacknowledge, that. what is abpvefaid in the, defence" " 
of this book for its being a true . hiftory ' doth; not fo far clear the ' matter, 
efpecially in refpect of the fourth objection*; but that iif --anyone -vWIlrilill 
contend, that it is only a religious romance, and riot'd-true hiftory {> that 
according to. the intention of the author the fcene of it was put under the 
reign of Xerxes, when " Joakim the fon of Jojhua was high-prieft, and the- 
civil government of Judea, as well as the ecclefiaftical, was in the hands r > 
of that officer ; and that the inconfiftency of fo many particulars in that ' :i ' 
book, with the ftate and tranfaftions of thofe times, was only from the 
ignorance of the author in the hiftory of the faid times, and his unskilful- 
nefs in placing the fcene of his ftory in them; I fay, if any one will infiflr 
on all this notwithftanding what is above faid, I fliall not enter into any 5 
controverfy with him about it, only thus much I muft 'infill on, that if it 
be a true hiftory (which I am inclined moibto think, though I will not 
be pofitive in it) it can fall no where elfe, but in the time where I have 
laid it. 

After the death of Deioces ' Thraortes his fon fucceeded in the king- 
dom of Media, and reigned over it twenty two years. 

In the fifty firft year of Manafeh died i Saofducbhtus King of Babylon An. 6$. 
and AJfyria, and Chyniladanus reigned in his ftead, " Manain" 

MAN A S SE King of Judah, after he had reigned fifty five years, %,\ ^ 
and lived fixty feven, c died at Jerufalem ; and notwithftanding his fignal 'ManaflT 
repentance, finCe his former wickednefs had been fo great, they would riot SSi 
allow him the honour of being buried in the fepulchres of thefonsof Da- 
vid, but laid him in a grave made for him in his own garden. 

After ManaJJeh reigned Ammon his fon, who imitating the firft part An. 643. 
of his father's reign, rather than the latter, gave himfelf up to all manner Ammon 
of wickednefs and impiety, whereon the fervants of his houfe donfpired ** 
againft him aftd flew him, after he had reigned two years;, But the people 



■ For allowing her to have been 45- years old at the time of her killing Holofernes* there muft 
be 60 years after to the time of her death, and a long time after in the Text (Judith xvi. if.) cannot 
imply lefs than 20 years more. But ifwefuppofe her to be but if at the killing o/HolbferneSj: (which 
is more likely) it will carry down the computation even beyond the deftrnSion of Jerufalem, which makes 
the objecrion much ftronger. L <> Nehemiah xii. icy VS. « Herodotus lib. 1. a Canon 
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of the land feverely reveng'd ihc murder, putting them all to death, that 
had any hand in it. However they would not give him in his burial the 
honour of a place among the fepulchrcsof the Ions of 'David, buc buried 
him in the garden by his father, which Ihoivs, that chough (hey condem- 
ned the wickednfs of his reign, they would not allow of the violence thac 
was offered to hisperfon, tho* it may well be fuppofed, that nothing leis 
than thehighell tyranny and opprcJlion could haveprovok'd his owndo- 
mellicks to it. 

yf». 645 Aftkr. the death of Amman' Jo/Tab his (on Cuccccdcd him in theking- 
joiiih.. <j om> being then but eight years old. But having the happinefs to fall un- 
der the conduit of better guardians in his minority, than did Manaffeb 
his grandfather, he proved, when grown up, a Prince of very extraor- 
dinary worth, equalling in piety, virtue and goodnefs, if not exceeding 
herein the bell of his prcdeccirors. 

Although Amman reigned but two years, yet the beginning of the 
reign of Jofiah is here put at the diftance of three years from the beginning 
of the firll year of Amnion* becaufe the odd months of the reign of Hej&e- 
kiab % Manaffeb and Ammo*, over and above the round number of years, 
which they, are fatd to have reigned, do by this time amount to a whole 
year more, which the chronology of the enfuing biltory makes ncccflary 
to be here ftippofcd. 
.ii.Ci<. In the fixth year of Jofiab 6 Tbraortes King of Media having brought 
jojiihei. under him all the upper Afia % (which is all that lay north of mount Tanrns 
from Media to the river Hatys) and made the 'Per/tans alfo to become 
fubjeft unto him, elated his thoughts on thefc fuccellcs to the revenging 
of himfclf upon the Afyriant for his father's death, and accordingly mar- 
ched with a great army again! t them, and having made himfclf mailer of 
the countrcy laid ficge to Niniveb it felf, the capital of the empire. But 
he had there the misfortune to meet with the fame ill fate that his father 
had in the former war, for being overthrown in the attempt, he and all 
his army pcrilhcd in it. 
/»*/.?3- "J OS 1 AH in the 'eighth year of his reign, being n6w fotteen years 
juiiai. b. took on him the adminiftration of the kingdom, and beginning with 
the reformation of religion endeavoured to purge it of all thofe corrupti- 
ons, which had been introduced in the time of Amman and Manaffeb* his 
father and grandfather, and did fet his heart to feck the Lord his God 
with all his might, as did 'David his father. 

CTAXAR E S the fon of Vhraartes ' having fuccccdcd his father in die 
kingdom of Media, asfoonashchad well fettled himfelfin the government* 
drew together a great army to be revenged on the Affyrians for the late 
lofs, and having overthrown them in a great battel led the Medcs the fc- 
cond lime to the fiege of Niniveb ; but before he could make any pro- 
grefs therein he was called off to defend his own territories againft a new 
enemy. For the Scythians from the parts about the 'Pafur Maotis palling 
round the Caucafus had made a great inroad upon them, whereby he was 
forced to leave Niniveb to march againll them. But he had not the fame 
fuccefs in this war, which he had againft the Affyrians, for the Scythians 
having vanquiflicd him in battel difpoflcflcd him of all the upper AJia, and 
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xcigned chere twenty eight years, during which, time they enlarg'd- their 
conqueils into Syria, and as far as the borders of Egypt. But there 'P/arn- ' 
tniticbus King of Egypt having met them, prevailed with intrcatics and 
large gifts, that they proceeded no farther, and thereby faved- his countrey 
from this dangerous invafion. In this expedition they fei/ed "on Betbfhean, 
a city in the territories of the tribe of Manajfeb, on this tide Jordan, and 
kept it as long as they continued in Afia, and therefore from them it was 
afterwards called Scytbopolis, or the city of the Scythians. But how far 
the ravages of thefe barbarians might affect Judca is ho where faid, altho' 
there can be no doubt but that thofc pans, as well as the relt of 'Pale/fine; 
both in their march to the borders of Egypt, and alfo in their return from 
thence, mud have fullered much by them. It is related of them, that in their 
paflage through the land of the 'Pbitiftines, on their return from Egypt, 
fomc of the ilraglcrs 1 robbed the temple of Venus at Askahn, and that 
for the puniflimcnt hereof they and their polterity were atflic led with em- 
rods for a long while after, which lets us know, that the 'Pbilijlines had 
till then Hill prefcrved the memory of what they had formerly fuffered on 
the account " of the ark of God. For from that time, it feems, they look- 
ed on this difcafc as the proper puniflimcnt from the hand of God for all 
fuch like facrilcgious impieties, and for this reafon afligned it to the Scy- 
thians \n their hiftorics, on the charging of them therewith this crime. 

J OS I AH in the • twelfth year of his reign, being now twenty years Am. 619. 
old, and having farther improved himfelf in the knowledge of God and Jofc*". 
his Laws, proceeded according hereto farther to perfeft that reformation 
which he had begun. And therefore making a Ariel enquiry by a general 
progrefs through the land after all the reliefs of idolatry, which might be 
anywhere remaining therein, he broke down all the altars of Baalim, with 
the idols erected on high before them, and all the high-places, and cue 
down the groves, and brake in pieces all the carved images, and the mol- 
ten images, and digged up the graves of the idolatrous priefls, and burnt 
their bones upon all places of idolatrous worfliip, thereby to pollute and 
defile them for ever. And when he had thus cleanfed all Judab and Je- 
rufalcm, he went into the cities of Epbrairn and Manaffeh, and all the reft 
of the land that had formerly been poflefs'd by the ten tribes of Ifracli 
(for all this was then fubjecl to him) and there did the fame thing. 

In the thirteenth year of Jofiah ' Jeremiah was called to the prophcrick Am. <Si». 
office, which he afterwards executed for above forty years in warning J°''* h 1 3 * 
Judab and Jcrufalem of the wrath of God impending on them for their 
iniquities, and in calling them to repentance for the averting of it, till at 
length on their continuing wholly obdurate in their evil ways, it was poured 
out in full meafurc upon both in a moll calamitous deltruclion. 

I n the fifteenth year of Jojiab, Cbyniladanus King of Babylon and /if- Am. 616. 
£>ria, having by his effeminacy and unprofitablcnefs irt the rtate made him- l° f,tht f- 
felf contemptible to his people, » Nabopollafar, who was general of his 
army, took this advantage to fct up for himfelf, and being a Babylonian 
by birth, made ufe of his interefl there to fcizc that part of the sfflyrian 
empire, and reigned King of Babylon twenty one years,, 
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i r h 2 1' ^ ° ^ ^ ^ q m the ei ghteenth year of his reign took efpecial care for the 
jo lah is. re p a i r i n g Q f tne nou f e D f God, and therefore fent feveral of the chief officers 
of his court to take an account of the money collected for it, and to lay 
his command upon Hilkiah the high-prieft, that he lliould fee it be forth> 
with laid out in the doing of the work, fo that all might be put in thorough 
repair. The high-prieft in purfuance of this order took a general viewof 
the houfe, to fee what was neceflary to be done, and while he was thus 
examining every place he found the authentick copy of the law of Mofes. 
This ought to have been laid up ' on the fide of the ark of the covenant in 
the moft holy place, but it was taken out thence and hid elfewhere in the 
time of Manaffeh, as it is conjeiftur'd, that it might not be deftroyed by 
him in the time of his iniquity. This Book Hilkiah fent to the King by 
Shaphan the fcribe, who on his delivering of it to the King, did by his 
command read fome part of it to him. The place, which on the opening 
the book he hapned on, was (fay the Jewijh doctors) that part of the 
xxviii ,h chapter of 'Deuteronomy, wherein are denounc'd the curfes of God 
againft the people of Ifrael, and againft the King in particular, (Vex. 16.) 
in cafe they fhould not keep the law which he had commanded them. On 
the hearing of this Jojtah rent his cloaths through grief, and was feized 
with great fear and confternation on the account both of himfelf and his 
people, as knowing how much they and their fathers had tranfgreffed this 
law, and dreading the curfes denounced againft them for it. To:eafe his 
mind under this trouble and anxiety of his thoughts he fent Hilkiah ' the 
high-prieft with feveral of his officers to Huldah the prophetefs, to enquire 
of the Lord. The anfwer which they brought back was a fentence of 
deftruftion upon Judah zndjerufalem ; but that as to Jojiah, becaufe of 
his repentance, the execution of it fhould be delayed till after his days. How- 
ever the good King, to appeafe the wrath of God as much as lay in his 
power, called together a folemn aflembly of all the elders and people Of 
Judah and Jerufalem, and going up with them to the temple caufed the 
law of God to be there read to them, and after that both King and people 
publickly entered into a folemn covenant to walk after the Lord, and to 
keep his commandments, and his teftimonies, and his ftatutes, with all 
their heart and all their fouk. and to perform all the words of the cove- 
nant, that were written in that book. And after this he made another 
progrefs through the land, to purge it of all other abominations of idola- 
try or other wickednefs, which might be ftill remaining in it, which he 
thoroughly rooted out in all parts of his kingdom in fuch manner, as is in 
the xxui <1 chapter of the 2 d book of Kings at large related. And particu- 
larly he deftroyed the altar and high-place which Jeroboam had built at 
Bethel, firft polluting them by burning on them the bones of men ta- 
ken out of their fepulchres near adjoining, and then breaking down the al- 
tar, and burning the high-place and the grove, and ftamping them all to 
powder, whereby he fulfilled what had been 'prophefied of him by name 
many ages before, in the time of Jeroboam. And he did the fame in all 
the reft of the cities of Samaria, deftroying, every remainder of idolatry 
which he could any where find in any of them. And when the, next ,pai- 
fover approached, he caufed that feaft to be kept with fo great a folem- 
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nity, and concourfe of people from all parts of the land, that it not only 
exceeded the paftbver of Ttezekiab, which is afore-mention'd, but all 
other paflbvers from the days of Samuel the prophet to that time. 

By the behaviour both of the high-prieir, as well as of the King, at the 
finding of the book of the law, it plainly appears that neither of them had 
feen any copy of it before ; which /hews into how corrupt a ilate the 
Church of the Jews was then funk, till this good King reformed it. For 
although //psr^wA'keptfcribeson purpofeto coiled* together, and write 
out copies of the holy fcriptures, yet through the iniquity of the times 
lhat after followed in the reigns of Manaffeb and Ammon, they had either 
been fo deltroycd, or elfc fo neglected and loft, that there were then 
none of them left in the land, unlefs in fome few private hands, where 
they were kept up and concealed till this copy was found in the temple. 
And therefore after this time (by the care \Ve may be allured of this re- 
ligious Prince) were written out thofe copies of the law ; and Other ho- 
ly fcriptures then in being, Which were prcferv'd after the captivity, and 
out of which Ezra mad his edition of them in fuch manner as will be 
hereafter related. 

I n the twenty fourth year of Jojtab • died Tfamtniticbus King of Egypt, 
after he had reigned fifty four years, and was fucceeded by Necus his fan' 
the fame who in fcriptureis called 'Pharaoh Necb'o, and often mentioned 
there under that name. He made an attempt to joyh the Nile and the 
Red-Sea, by drawing a canal from the one to the other. But after he had 
confumed an hundred and twenty thoufand men in the work, he was forced 
to defift from it. But he had better fucceft in another undertaking, for 
having gotten fome of thecxperteft of (HeTb^njcian failorsinto his'fer- 
vice he • fent them out by the Red-Sea through the ftreights of BabcL 
mandel, to difcover thecoaftsof Africa, who having failed round it came 
home the third year through the ftreights of Gibraltar and the Mediter- 
ranean fea, which was a very extraordinary voyage to be made in thofe 
days, when the ufe of the loadftone was not known. This voyage was 
performed about two thoufand one hundred years before Vapjuc" de 
Gama,i<PortugueJe, by difcovcring the Caj>c of Good-bopc, Anno KDoZini 
J497, found out the fame way from hence to the Indies, by which thefe 
'Pbanicians came from thence. Since that it hath been made the common 
paflage thither from all thefe weftern parts of the world. 

In the twenty ninth year of the reign of Jbjub, which was the twentv a. 6^ 
third ofCyaxares in the kingdom of Media, ' NaI,o6oll*far King of Baby. 1^9- 
ten having made an affinity with AJlyagcs the cldcft fon of Cyaxares, by 
the marriage of Nebuchadnezzar hisSon with Amjith the daughter of Afly 
ages, entered into a confederacy with himagainft ihc Adrians, and there- 
on joining their forces together they beficged Niniveb, and after having 
taken the place, and flain Saracus the King, (who was cither the fucccltor 
of Cbyniladanut, or hehimfclf under another name) to gratify ihcMedes 
they utterly deftroyed that great and ancient city, and from that time A*. 

r ^ Ca , m ?, thc !° ,C . me J lr °P°! is °, f ,h c Syrian empire. From the time 
XXutE/arhaddon obtained the kingdom of Babylon "both cities equally had 

Alowder PolyJuflor .pod SfnctHam, p. no. & apud Lufcttum io Cfuonlco, o. A 6. Hcfodo- 
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ibis honour, the King fometiuies refilling AiNi/u veb and fomeiimesat Ba- 
llon. Bui after this Niniveb loll it for ever. For although there was a- 
noihcr city afterwards creeled out of the ruins of old Niniveb, which for 
a long time bore the fame name, yet it never attained to the grandeur and 
glory of the former. It is at this day called ' MofuL, and is only famous 
for being the feat of the patriarch of the Nefioriatis, of which feet are 
moft of the chriftians in thofe pans. It is fituated on the welt Jide of the 
river Tigris, where was anciently only a fuburb of the old Niniveb, for 
the city it felf flood on the call fide of the river, where arc to be fcen 
fomc of its ruins of great extent even to this day. According to • 2)/'*- 
dorus Siculus the circuit of Niniveb was four hundred and eighty fur- 
longs, which make ftxty of our miles. And hence it is that it is faid in 
Jonah to be a city 'of three days journey, that is incompafs. For twenty 
miles is as much as a man can well go in one day. Strabo * faith of it, that 
it was much bigger than Babylon* and in the fame place he tells us, thac 
the circuit of Babylon was three hi-idred eighty five furlongs, that is 
forty eight of our miles. The phrafe much bigger may well extend to 
the other twelve miles to make it up fixty. 

In this dellruftion of Niniveb wa? fulfilled the prophecies of •■Jonah, 
* Nabum and * Zepbaniab, againft it. And we arc told in the book of 'To- 
bit, that Tobias his fon liv'd to hear of it, and that it was accompliflicd by 
NabucbodoHofir^ and AJfuerus, which cxaftly agrees with the account which 
out of AlexanderToljbiJlor I have juft above given of it. For that the Af- 
fiierus here mentioned was Aflyages appears from T>amel: For 'Darius 
the Mede, who wis Cyaxares the fon of Ajlyages, " ^cre calkd the fon 
» of Ahafucrus. And Nabucbodonofor was a name among the Baby Unions 
commonly given to their Kings, as that of Vbaraob was among the Egyp- 
tians And that Nabopollafar in particular was fo called, not only appears 
from'* the rabbinical writings of the Jews, but alio from Jofcpbus him- 
fclf a writer by reafon of his antiquity of ,much better authority in this mat- 
ter* For in his antiquities where he is fpcaking of the fame King, he* calls 
him in a quotation, which is there brought out of Berofus, by the name of 
Nabucbodonofor, and afterwards " in his book againft Apion, repeating the 
fame quotation, he there calls him Nabulafar, the fame by contradton 
with Nabopollafar, which plainly proves him to have been called by both 
thefe names I know there arc thofe who take upon them from this paf- 
faec in the book againft Apion to mend that in the antiquities, and put Na- 
bopollafar in both places. But I fee no reafon for it but their own fancy. 
Others may with as good authority from the paflagc in the antiquities mend 
that in the book againft Apion, and put Nabucbodonojbr in both places. It's 
certain the books of Tobit and Judith, can never be reconciled with any 
other ancient writings, cither facrcd or prophanc, which relate to thofe 
times, unlefs we. allow Nabucbodonofor to have been a name common to 
the Kings of Babylon. ^ 
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THE'archbimopof Armagh hath put this deftruftion of Niniveb four^. 
teen years earlier* that is, in the lait year of Chyniladanus in the canon of 
'ptolomy, for no other reafon, I fuppofe, but that he reckon'd that the end- 
of his life and the end of his reign in that canon hapned both at the fame- 
timej and both together in thedeftruftion of that city. Whereas the. com- 
putation of that canon being by the years of the Kings that reigned at Ba-. 
bylon, Ghyniladanns's reign there mutt end Where Nabopollafar'sb^gixtxi 
whether he then died or no, as it is mott probable he did not } bucthat he 
continued to hold the kingdom of AJfyria after he had loft that: of Baby- 
lon-, and that it Was not till fome time after that loft chat Ninlveh was 
deftroyed. ForJSupbeas placeth the deftrucrion of Niniveh in the twenty 
third year of the reign of Cyaxares, and tb put it back fourteen yearstothe 
laft oi Cisyniladaftus in the canon will make it fall in the ninth year of Gya± 
xares, which is too early either for his fon AJiyages to have a daughter 
marriageable, ox for Nebuchadnezzar to be of age iufficient to rake her to 
wife:' For after this rate Nebnth&dnezz&r mutt be allowed to have been 
"at the leaft eighty five years old at the time of his death, and AJiyages 
much older, Which is an age very unlikely for fuch to live, who ufually 
watte their lives both by luxury and fatigue much fatter than other, mem 

A x the deftru&ion of this city of Niniveh ended the book of Tobit. It 
was firft Written _ n in Chaldee by fome Babylonian Jew, and feems in its 
original draught to have been the memoirs of the family to which it relates* 
firft begun, by Tobit, then continued by Tabids, and laftly finiflied by fome 
other of the famlty, and afterwards digefted by the Chaldee author into that 
form in which we now have it. J*rom "translated it out of. the ChaUee] 
into Latin*, and his tranflatkm is that which we have in the vulgar Latin e- 
dition .Of the Bible. But there is a Greek verfion much ancienter than this. 
For we find it made ufe ofbyTolycarp, Clemens Alexatidrinus) and other 
fathers, who were before Jerom, and from this hath been made the Syriac 
verfion,,and alfo that which we have va.Englijh among the Apocryphal wri- 
ters in our Bible. But the Chaldee original is not now extant. The He* 
brew copies which goabout of this book,.as well as of that of Judith, feem 
both to be of "a modern compofure. . It being eafier to fettle the chrono- 
logy of this book than that of the book of Judith, it hath met with much 
left opposition from learned men, and is generally looked on by both Jewi 
and Christians, as a genuine and true hiftdry, tho' as to fome matters in 
it (as particularly that of the angel's accompanying of ^/Winalong jour*, 
ney, under the Shape of Aszarias, the ftory of Raguel's daughter, the fright- 
ing aWay of the devil by the fmoak of the heart and liver of a fiih and 
the curing of Tobifs blindnefs by the gall of the famefifh,) it is much left 
reconcilable to a rational credibility: For tbefe things look more like the 
fictions of Bomer* than the writings of altered hiftorian, and give an ob- 
jeaion.againft this book, which doth not lie aga'inft the' other,' 'However 
it may, excellently well ferve to represent unto us the duties of charity ah! 
patience in the^m^olf.^^Vready/helpii^lMsbiKtti^^ diftr-eft to 
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the utmoft of his power, and his bearing with a pious fubmiffion the cala- 
mities of his captivity, poverty, and blindnefs, as long as inflifted upon 
him. The Latin and Greek Verfions of this book, which! have mentioned; 
do much differ, each having fome particulars in it which are wanting in the 
other. But here the Latin Verfion mult give place to the Greek. For Je- 
rom p made it before he himfelf underftood Chaldee, by the help of a lear- 
ned Jew, from whofe mouth he tells us he wrote down in Latin what the 
other rendred into Hebrew from the original, and in this manner finiflied 
the whole work in one day's time. And a work fo done muft undoubted- 
ly have abundance of miftakes, as well as unaccuracies in it. But his tran- 
Hation'of Judith was made afterwards, when by his farther ftudies in the 
oriental languages he had rendred himfelf as much mafter of the Chaldee 
as he was before of the Hebrew, and he did it with great care, comparing 
diligently many various copies, and making ufe only of fuch as he found to 
be the beft, and therefore his verfion of that book may well deferve an au- 
thority beyond the Greek, which cannot be claimed for the other. If the 
copy which Jcrom tranflated his Tobit from were a true copy, and he 
were not miilaken in the verfion, there is one pafTage in it which abfolutely 
overthrows the whole authority of the book. For (eh. xiv. 7.) there is 
mention made of the temple of Jerusalem, as then burnt and deftroyed, 
which makes the whole of it utterly inconfiftent with the times in which it 
is placed. The Greek verfion, as alfo the Englijh, which is taken from it, 
I acknowledge, fpeak only prophetically of it, as of that which was to be 
done, and not hiftorically, as of that which was already done, as jferom's 
doth. However, this Latin edition is that which the church of Romeh&xh. 
canonized. If the hiilorical ground-plot of the book be true, which is 
the moft that can be faid of it, yet certainly it is interlarded with many 
fictions of the invention of him that wrote it. 

The Babylonians and the Medes having thus deftroyed Ninivehj as is 
above-related, they became fo formidable hereon, as raifed the jealdufy of 
all their neighbours, and therefore to put a ftop to their growing greatnefsi 
' Necho King of Egypt in the thirty firft year of King Jojiah marched with 
a great army towards Euphrates, to make war upon them. The words 
of Jofephus are, 'That it -was to make war upon the Medes and Babyloni- 
ans, who had diflbPued the Affyrian empire, which plainly fhews, that this 
war was commenced immediately upon that diffolution, and confequenr-i 
ly that the deftru&ion of Niniveh, whereby this diffolution was brought to 
pafs, was juft before this war, in the year where according to Eufebius I 
have placed it. 

A». 610. On Necho 1 s taking his way through Judea ' Jojiah refolved to impede his 
joiiah 3 i. marchj an( j therefore getting together his forces he pofted himfelf in the 
valley of Megiddo, there to Hop his paffage, whereon Necho fent embaffai 
dors unto him, to let him know that he had no defign upon him, that the 
war he was engaged in was againft others, and therefore advifed him not to 
meddle with him, left it mould turn to his hurt. But jojiah not hearkeni 
ing thereto, on Necho's marching up to the place, where he was pofted 
to ftop his paffage, it there came to a battel between them, wherein Jo- 

p Hieronymi prasfatio in Tobiam. hieronymi prafatio in librum Judith. 
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fiah was not only overthrown, but alio unfortunately received a wound, of 
which on his return to Jerujalemhe there died, after he had reigned thir- 
ty one years. 

It is the notion of many, that Jofiah engaged ralhly and unadvifedly in 
this war, upon an over-confidence in the merit of his own righceoufnefs, 
as if God for this reafon mull neceflarily have given him fuccefs in every 
war which he mould engage himfelf in. But this would be a prefumption 
very unworthy of fo religious a perfon. There was another reafon that 
engaged him in this undertaking, which hath been above hinted at. From 
the time of Manajeh's reftoration the Kings of Judah were homagers to 
the Kings of Babylon* and bound by oath to adhere to them againft all their 
enemies, efpecially againft the Egyptians, and to defend that border of 
their empire againft them. And for this purpofe they feem to have had 
conferred on them the reft of the land of Canaan, that which had former- 
ly been poflefled by the other ten tribes, till conquered from them by the 
!djjyrians. It's certain Jofiah had the whole land of IJrael in the fame ex- 
tent, in which it had been held by David and Solomon, before it was divi- 
ded into two kingdoms. For his reformation went through all of it, and 
it was executed by him not only in Bethel (where one of Jereboatn's calves 
ftood) but alfo in every other part thereof, and with the fame fovereign 
authority as in Judea it felf, and therefore he muft have been King of the 
whole. And it is to be remarked, that the battel was fought, not within 
the territories of Judea, but at Megiddo a town of the tribe of Manaffehj 
lying in the middle of the kingdom of IJrael, where Jofiah would have 
had nothing to do, had he not been King of that kingdom alfo, as well as 
of the other of Judah. And he could have had it no otherwife, but by 
grant from the King of Babylon^ a province of whofe empire it was made 
by the conqueft of it, firft begun by Tiglaih-Tilejer, and afterwards finilh- 
ed by Salmanefer and Efarhaddon. And if this grant was not upon the iex- 
prefs conditions which I have mentioned, yet whatfoever other terms there 
were of this conceflion, moft certainly fidelity to the fovereign paramount, 
and a fteddy adherence to his intereft againft all his enemies was always re- 
quired in fuch cafes, and an oath of God exafted for the performance here- 
of. And it is not to be doubted, but that Jofiah had taken fuch an oath 
to Nabopollafar the then reigning King of Babylon, as Jehoiakim and Zede- 
kiah afterwards did to Nebuchadnezzar, his fon and fucceflbr in that em- 
pire. And therefore mould Jofiah, when under fuch an obligation, have 
permitted an enemy of the King of Babylon to pafs through his countrey to 
make war upon him without any oppofition, it would plainly have amount- 
ed to a breach of his oath, and a violation of that fidelity, which he had in 
the name of his God fworn unto him, which fo good and juft a man as 
Jojiah -was, could not but abfolutely deteft. For altho' the Romanifts make 
nothing of breaking faith with heretics, yet the breaking of faith with an 
heathen was condemned by v God himfelf in Jehoiakim and Zedekiah,m&. 
moft certainly it would have been condemn'd in Jofiah alfo, had he become 
guilty of it, which being what a perfon fo well inftru&ed in religion, as 
Jofiah was, could not but be thoroughly convinced of, the fenfe, which he 
had of his duty in this particular feems folely to have been that which engaged 
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him in this war in which he perifhed. And with him perilhed all the glo- 
ry, honour, and profpef ity of the Jewijh nation. For after that, nothing 
elfe erifued but a difmal fcene of God's Judgments upon the land, till at 
lehgtfa all Judah and Jerusalem were f wallowed up by them in a woful de- 
ftruction<. 

The death of fb excellent a prince was defervedly lamented by all his 
people, and by none more than by Jeremah the prophet, who had a tho- 
rough fenfe of the greatnefsof thelofs, andaifoa full forefight of the great 
calamities that were afterwards to follow upon the whole people -of the 
Jews, and therefore while his heart was faH with the view of both, 'he 
wrote w a fbng of lamentation upon this doleful occafion, as he afterwards 
did another upon the destruction of Jerufalem. This x Ml is that which 
we ftill have, the other is not now extant. 

MEGI^DfDO, where the battel wssfought, wasa city y in the tribe of 
Manaffeh on this fide Jordan, which is by Herodotus called Magdolum ; nigh 
it was the town of Hadad-RimmoH, afterwards called % Maxifmanopalis, 
and therefore the Lamentation for the death of ^^^Msinfcripture-called 
the LatneffiationofHzdad^RZntiaon m the iMiiey of Megiddo, which was 
fo great for this excellent prince, and f o Jong continued, that * the lamen- 
tation of Hadad^Rimmon afterwards became a proverbial phrafe for the ex- 
prefling of any extraordinary forrbw. 

This great and general mourning of all the people of Ifrael for the 
death of this prince, and the prophet Jeremiah's joining fo pathetically 
with them herein, fheweth in how great a reputation he was with them ; 
which he would not have dcferved, had he engaged in this war contralry 
to the words of that prophet fpoken to him from the mouth of the Lord, 
as the apocryphal writer of the firft book fc of Mfdras, and others from him 
£ay. For then he would have died in rebellion agaittft God, and difb- 
bedience to his command, and then neither God's prophet, nor God's 
people, could in this cafe, without finning againft God, have exprefledTo 
great an efteem for him, as this mourning implied. And therefore iSiis 
mourning alone is a fufficient proof of the contrary. Befides it is to be 
obferved, that no part of canonical feripture gives us the leaft intimatioa 
of it, nor can we from thence have any reafon or ground to believe, that 
there was any fuch word from the Lord by the prophet Jeremiah, or any 
other prophet, to recal Jojiah from this war. All that is faid of it, is from 
that apocryphal book I have mentioned, of which it may be truly laid, that 
where it is not a tranfcript from Ezra, or fome other canonical feripture, 
it is no more than a bundle of fables, too abfurd for the belief of the Ro- 
manics themfelves, (for they have not taken this book into their canonical 
feripture, though they have thofe of Tobit and of Bell and the ^Dragon) 
and therefore it is deferving of no man's regard in this particular. 

It is faid indeed (x Gbroti. xxxv. xi.) that Mecho fent MefTengers to^V- 
Jidh 3 to tell him, that he was fent of God on this expedition ; that God 
was with him in it ; and that to meddle with him would be to meddle with 
God ; and that therefore he ought to forbear, that God deftroy him not. 
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And (ver. 2.1.) that Jojiah hearkened not to the word of Necho from the 
mouth of God. And from all this put together, fome would infer that Jo- 
jiah was difobedient to the word of God in going to that war. But this 
is utterly inconfiftent with the chara&er, which is given us in fcripture, of 
that religious and excellent prince. And therefore what is here faid muft 
not be underftood of the true God, the Lord Jehovah, who was the God 
of IJrael, but of the Egyptian Gods, whofe oracles Jojiah had no reafon 
to have any regard to. For Necho being an heathen Prince knew not the 
Lord Jehovah, nor ever confulted his prophets or his oracles ; the Egyptian 
Gods were thofe only which he worfhipped, and whofe oracles he conful- 
ted, and therefore when he faith he was fent of God on this expedition, 
and that God was with him, he meant none other than his falfe Egyptian 
Gods whom he ferved. For wherever the word God occurs in this text, 
it is not expreffed in the Hebrew original by the word Jehovah^ which is 
the proper name of the true God, but by the word Elohim, which being 
in the plural number is equally applicable to the falfe Gods of the heathens, 
as well as to the true God, who was the God of lfrael, and in the fcri- 
ptures of the old teftament it is equally ufed for the expreffing of the one, 
as well as the other. For wherever there is occafion therein to fpeak of 
thofe falfe Gods, it is by the word Elohim that they are there mentioned. 
And whereas it is faid (ver. xx.) that Jojiah hearkned nop to the words of 
Necho from the mouth of God, (and from hence it is chiefly inferr'd that 
the melfage which Necho fent to Jojiah was truly from God ) it is to be ob- 
ferved, that thephrafe, which we render from the mouth of God, is in the 
Hebrew original Mippi Elohim, i. e. from the mouth of Elohim, which 
may be interpreted of the falfe Gods, as well as of the true God, (as hath 
been already faid) and much rather in this place of the. former, than of 
the latter. For wherever ' elfe through the whole Hebrew text of the ho- 
ly fcriptures there is mention made of any word coming from the mouth 
of God, he is there mentioned by the name Jehovah, which determines it 
to the true God ; and this is the only place in the whole Hebrew biblei 
where in the ufe of this phrafe it is exprefled otherwife, that is, by the name 
Elohim, and not by the name Jehovah, which change in the phrafe in this 
place is a fufficient proof to me, that there muft be here a change in the 
fignification alfo, and that the word which is here faid to come from the 
mouth of Elohimis not the fame with the word which is every where elfe 
in the ufe of this phrafe in fcripture faid to come from the mouth of Je- 
hovah, but that Elohim muft in this place fignify the falfe Gods of the E-. 
gyptians, and that from their falfe oracles only Necho had this word, which 
he fent to Jojiah. For what had he to do with any word from the true 
God, who knew him not, nor ever worfhipped him ? or how could any 
fuch revelation come to him, who knew not any of his prophets, or ever 
confulted them ? and therefore moft certainly the word, which is here faid 
to come Mippi Elohim, i. e. from the month of Elohim, muft be under- 
ftood only of Necho's Elohim, that is, of thofe falfe Egyptian Gods whofe 
oracles he confulted, before he undertook this expedition, as it was then 
ufual with heathen princes on fuch occafions to confult the falfe deluding 
oracles of the Gods they worfhipped. And had it been here Mippi Jeho- 
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•vah, i.e. from the mouth of Jehovah, inftead of Mippi Elohim, consider- 
ing who fent the meffage, it would not have much mended the matter. 
For Jojiah would have had no reafon to believe it from fuch ameffenger. 
"W hen Sennacherib came up againfi Judah, he fent Hezekiah word, d that 
the Lord (Jehovah in the Hebrew) faid unto him, Go up againji this land 
and deftroy it. But it was not reckoned a fault in Hezekiah, that he be- 
lieved him not, neither could it be reckoned a fault in Jojiah in doing the 
fame. For it is certain that Sennacherib in fo pretending Iyed to King He- 
szekiah, and why might not Jojiah then have as good reafon to conclude 
that Necho 3 in the like pretence might have lyed alfo unto him ? For God 
ufed not to fend his word to his fervants by fuch meffengers. But'Jtfecho's 
pretence was not fo large as Sennacherib's. For Sennacherib pretended to 
be fent by Jehovah, the certain name of the true God, but Necho preten- 
ded to be fent only by Elohim, which may be interpreted of his.falfe E- 
gyptian Gods, as well as of the true God. And it feems clear he could 
mean none other than the former by that word in this text. And there- 
fore Jojiah could not be liable to any blame in not hearkening tp any words 
which came from them. 

After, the death of Jojiah ' the people of the land took Jehoahaz his 
fon, who was alfo called Shallum, and made him King inhis.ftead. He 
was much unlike his father. For he did that which was evil in the fight 
of the Lord, and therefore he was foon tumbled down from his throne 
into a prifon, where he ended his day s with mifery and difgrace in a ftrange 
land. 

Vo^Tharaoh Necho 1 having had .the good fuccefs in his expedition to 
beat the Babylonians at the Euphrates? and having thereon taken Charche- 
mifa a great city in thofe parts, ,and fecured it to hirnfelf with a good gar- 
lifon, after three months returned again towards Egypt, and hearing in 
Ms way that Jtxhpahax; had taken upon him to be King of Judah without 
liis confent, 16 he fent for him to Riblah in Syria, and on his arrival canfed 
&im to be pat in chains, and fent him prifoner into Egypt, where he died - 
and then proceeding oninhis way .came to Jtrufalem, where he made h Jel 
hoiakim, another of the fons of Jojiah, King inftead of his brother, and 
put the land to an annual tribute of an 1 hundred talents of filyer, and a ta- 
lent of gold, and after that returned with great triumph into his own 
kingdom. 

HER Q1DOTVS making mention of this expedition of Necho% and 
alfo of the battel which he fought at Megiddo (or Magdolum, as he .calleth 
it) * faith, chat after the viaory there obtained by him, he took the oreat 
oity Cadytis, which city he afterwards defcribes to be a mountainouscity 
in Taleftine, of the bigneis of Sar&s in Lidy a, the chief city ofallX^r 
4Jia in thofe times. By which defcription this city C*<£*«- could be none 
other than Jerufalem. For that is fituated in the mountains of *Paleftine 
and there was then no other oky in thofe parts which could be equalled 
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to Sardis, but that only. And it is certain from fcripture, that after this 
battel Necho did take Jerusalem. For he' was there when he made Jehota- 
kim King. There is, I cpnfefs, no mention, of this name either in the fcri- 
pmres or in Jofephus-, But that ft was however called fo in the time of 
Herodotus by the Syrians and Av<tb*4ns doth appear from this, that it is 
called by them and. all the eaftefn, nations by no other name, but one of 
the fame original, and the fame fignification, even to this day. For Jeru- 
falem. is a name now altogether as ftrange among them as Cody this to us 
They m all call it by the name of Alrkuds, which fignifies the fame that Co- 
dy th doth, that is, The Holy. For from the time that Solomon, built the 
temple at Jerufalem, and it was thereby made to all Ifrael the common, 
place of their religious worlhip, this epithet of The Holy was commonly 
given unto it. And therefore we find it thenceforth called, in the facred 
writings of the Old Teftament, " Air HakkodeJIj, i. e. the city of holinefs or 
the Holy City, and fo alfo * in feveral places in the New Tejiament.. And 
this fame title they gave it in t heir coins. For the infcription of their She- 
kels (many of which are ftill extant) was °. Jerufdlem Kedu/hah, i. e. Je- 
rufalem the holy, and this coin going current among the neighbouring, na- 
tions, efpeeially after the Babylonijh captivity had made a difperfionof that 
people over all the eaft, it carry'd this name with it among them, and they 
from hence called the city by both names Jerufalem Kedyjhab, and at 
length for fhortnefs fake KedyJbah only, and the Syrians (who in their 
dialed* ufually turned the Hebrew Jh into thj Kedutha. And the Syriar, 
in the time of Herodotus, being the only language that was then fpoken in 
Taleftiue (the ffefrewbwvm been no more ufed there, or any where elfe, 
as a vulgar language, after the Bakylonijh captivity) he found it when he 
travelled thorough that countrey to be called therein the Syriac dialed* 
Kedutha, from whence by giving it a Greek termination he made it in the 
Greek language KdfruU or Cadytis in his hiftory, which he wrote about the. 
time that Nfhentiah ended his twelve years government at Jerufalem. And 
for the lame reafon that it was. called KeduJba or Kedutha in Syria and 
*Pal?Jline, the Arabs in their, language called it r Bait Alm,okdes, i. e. the 
fypfy Buildings, or the holy City, and often with another adjective of the 
toe root and the fame fignificatipp Bait Al&uds, and at length fimply Al- 
&#ds, i- e. The Holy, by which name only •> it is now called by the Turks, 
Arabs, and all pther nations of the Mahometan religion in thpfe parts. 
And that it may not look ftrange to prove an ancient name by the modern 
name, which is now given that place, it isneeeflary I acquaint the reader, 
that the Arabs being the ancienteft nation in the wprld, (who have never 
been by any conqueft difpoflefled, or driven out of their countrey but 
have there always remained in a continued defpent from the firft planters 
of it even to this day) and being alfo as little given to make changes in their 
manners and ufages, gs they areas tp their countrey, they have ftill retain- 
ed thpfe toe names pf places which were atfirft given them, and on their 
getting the empire pf the eaft reftpred them again to many pf them, after 
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they had been for feveral ages extinft by the intermediate changes, that 
had hapned in them. And thus ' the ancient metropolis of Egypt, which 
from Mezraim thefon of Ham, thefirft planter Of that coun trey after the 
flood, was called Mefri, and afterwards for many ages had the name of 
Memphis^ was on the Arabs making themfelves mafters of Egypt* again 
called Mefri, and hath retained that name ever fince, tho' by the building 
of Cairo on the other fide of Nile over againft it, (for Mefri ftands on the 
weft fide of that river) that ancient and once noble city is now brought 
in a manner to defolation. And for the fame reafon the city of Tyrus 
which was anciently called f Zor or Zur, (from whence the wholecountrey 
of Syria had its name) hath fince it fell into the hands of the Arabs on the 
ercftihg of their empire in the eaft been again called < Sor, and is at this 
day known by no other name in thofe parts. And by the fame means the 
city of 'Palmyra hath again recovered the old name of Tadmor, by which 
it was called " in the time of Solomon, and is now known in the eaft by no 
other name. And abundance of other like inftances might be given in the 
eaft to this purpofe. And the like may be found nearer home. For it is 
well known that the TVelJh in their language do ftill call all the cities in 
England by the old Britijb names, by which they were called 1300 years 
ago, before the Saxons difpoffefTed them of this countrey ; and fhould they 
recover it again, and here get the dominion over it as formerly, no doubt 
they would again reftore to all places here the fame Britijb names by which 
they ftill call them. ' 
Ah. 609. J E HO IAK I M, on his taking on him the kingdom, followed the ex- 
kimi? apple of his brother " in doing that which was evil. For he went on in his 
fteps to relax all the good order and difcipline of his father, as the other 
had done, and thelpeople (who never went heartily into that good King'9 
reformation) gladly laying hold hereof did let themfelves loofe to the full 
bent of their own depraved inclinations, and run into all manner of iniqui- 
ty, whereon the prophet Jeremiah being fent of God "firft went into the 
King's houfe, and there proclaimed God's judgments againft him and his 
family, if he went on in his iniquities, and . did not amend and repent of 
them. And after that * he went up into the temple, and there fpoke to all 
the people that came up thither to worfhip after the fame manner, decla- 
ring unto them, that if they would turn from their evil ways, God would 
turn from his wrath, and repent of the evil which he purpofed to bring 
upon them. But that if they would not hearken unto him to walk in the 
law of God, and keep his commandments, then the wrath of God fhould be 
poured out Upon them, and both that city and the temple fhould be brought 
to utter defolation. Which angring the priefts that then attended in the 
temple, they laid hold of him, and brought him before the King's council 
to have him put to death. But Ahikant, one of the chief lords of the coun- 
cil, fo befriended Jeremiah, that he brought him off, and got him dif- 
charg'd by the general fuffrage, not only of the princes, but alfo of all the 
elders of the people that were then prefent. This Ahikam was ' the father 
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<yf Gedaliah, that was afterwards made governor of the land under the Chair 
deans, and the fon ofShaphan the fcribe, (who was 2 chief rainiller of flate 
tinder King JqfiahJ and brother a toGemariah, h Elafah, and c Jaazauiab, 
who were great meninthofe days, and members alfo of the council with 
him, and therefore in eonjunftion withthem he had agreat intereft there, 
which he made ufe of on this occafion, to deliver the prophet from that 
raiftfMef which was intended agfeSnft him. 

But iC Vriah, another prophet of the Lord, who had this Hame yeat 
prophefied after the fame manner, could not fo come off. For Jehoiakim 
was fo incenfed *gainft him for it, that he fought to put him to death, 
whereon Uriah fled into Egypt ; but thisdid not iecure him from his re- 
venge, for he fent into Egypt after him, and having procur'd him to be 
there fefeed, brought him up from thence, and flew him at Jerufaiem, 
which became a farther enhanfihg of his iniquity, and alfo of God's wrath 
*gajm>ft him for it. 

About the fame time alfo prophefied the Prophets Habaikuk and Ze- 
phaniah, who being called to the prophetick office in the reign of Jdjtah, 
continued (as feems moft likely) to this time. For they prophefied the feme 
things that Jeremiah did, and upon the lame occafion, * that is, deftruction 
end defolation upon Judah and Jerufalem, becaufe of the many haindus 
fins they were then guilty of. Zephaniab doth not name the Chaldeans, 
?who Were to be the executioners of this wrath of God upon them ; but 
■* >Halbaki& doth. As to Habakuk, neither the time in which he lived, 
■not the parents from Whom he was defcended, are any where named m 
foripture. But he^rophefying the coming of the Chaldeans in the fame 
maimer* us Jeremiah this gives reafon to conje&ure fchat he hved in 
the fame time. Of Zephaniab it ii&we&ly faid, ' that he prophefied in the 
time of Jojtah; and in his pedigree (which is alfo given us) t his father's 
grandfather is called :S Hezekiah* which fome taking to be King Hezekiab 
ido therefore reckon this Prophet to have been of royal defcent. 

In thethirdYearof Jehoiakim, ^ NabopolUfarY^ag of Babylon, finding An. 6o 7 . 
that on Neeho's taking pf CarchemiJbiVL Syria ahdfPaleJfinehad revolted to Jehoia- 
Mm, and that he being old and infirm was unable to march thither himfelf kim3 " 
to reduce them, he took Nebuchadnezzar bis fon into partnerfhip with 
him in the empire, and ' fent him with an army into thofe parts, and from 
hence the Jewifi computation of the years of Nebuchadnezzar's reign be- 
gins, that is, from the end of the third year of Jehoiakim. For it was about 
the end of that year that this was done, and therefore according to the 
Jews, fc the fourth year of Jehoiakim was the "firft year of Nebuchadnez- 
zar. But according to the Babylonians his reign is not reckoned to begin, 
till after his father's death, Which hapned two years afterwards ; and both 
computations being found hi fcripture, it is neceflary to fay fo much here 
for the reconciling of . them. 
In the fourth year of Jehoiakim. Nebuchadnezzar, 1 having beaten the An. 606 
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drmy of Necho King of Egypt at the Euphrates, and retaken Garchemijh, 
marched towards Syria and Talejiine to recover thofe provinces again to 
the Babylonijh empire ; on whofe approach m the Rechabites, who accord- 
ing to the institution of Jonadab the fon of Rechab their father, had always 
abttained from wine, and hitherto only liy'd in tents, finding no fecurity 
from this invafion in the open countrey retired for their fafety to Jerusa- 
lem where was tranfaded between them and Jeremiah what we find re- 
lated in the thirty fifth chapter of his prophefies. 

This very ° fame year Jeremiah prophefied of the coming of Nebu- 
chadnezzar ugain& Jua'ab and Jerufalem, that the whole land lhould be 
delivered into his hands, and that a captivity of feventy years continu- 
ance mould after that enfue upon the people of the Jews, and he alfo de- 
livered feveral other prophefies of the many calamities and woful defola- 
tions that were then ready to be brought upon them, intending thereby 
if poffible to bring them to repentance, that fo the wrath of God might 
be diverted from them. \. t_ j j jkj * u 

But all this working nothing upon their hardned and obdurate hearts, 
God commanded him ° to colled together, and write in a roll, all the words 
ofprophefy, which had beenfpoken by him againft Ifrael, and againft 7*- 
dah, and againft the nations, from the thirteenth year of Jq/iah (when he 
was firft called to the prophetick office) to that time ; whereon Jeremiah 
called to him Baruch the fon of Neriah, a chief difciple of his, who being 
a ready fcribe wrote from his mouth all as God had commanded, and then 
went with the roll which he had thus written up into the temple, and 
there read it in the hearing of all the people on the great faft of the expia- 
tion, when all Judah and Jerufalem were affembled together at that fo- 
lemnity. For Jeremiah being then fhut up in prifon for his former pro- 
phefying could not go up thither himfelf, and therefore by God's command 
Baruch was fent to do it in his ftead, and at his firft reading of the roll, 
whether it were that Jehoiakim and his Princes were then abfent to take 
care of the borders of the kingdom, which Nebuchadnezzar was then jufl: 
ready to invade ; or that amidft the diffractions, which ufually happen on 
fuch impending dangers, mens minds were otherwife engaged, no refent- 
ments were at that time exprefs'd either againft the prophet or his difciple 
on this occafion. But Baruch being very much affrighted and difmayed 
at the threats of the roll, which he had thus wrote and publickly read, the 
word of prophefy, which we have in the forty fifth chapter of Jeremiah, 
was fent from God on purpofe to comfort him, and a promife is therein 
given him, that amidft all the calamities, deftrudtions, and defolations, 
which according to the words of the rollihould be certainly brought upon 
Judah and Jerufalem, he mould be fure to find a deliverance. For. that 
none of them fhould reach him, but God would give him his life for a 
prey in all places wherefoever he fhould go. 

The great faft of the expiation, wherein Baruch read the roll, as is a- 
bove related, was annually kept by the Jews p on the tenth day of the 
month Tizri, which anfwers to our September. Immediately after that 
Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judea, and having laid fiege to Jerufalem 9 made 
himfelf mafter of it in the ninth month called Cafleu (which anfwers to our 
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November) on 'the eighteenth day of that month, (for on that day is ftill 
kept by the Jews an annual faft in commemoration of it even to this day) 
and having then taken Jehoiakim -pritoner, he put him in chains to carry 
him to Babylon. But he having ' humbled himfelf to King Nebuchadnez- 
zar, and fubmitted to become his tributary, and thereon fworn fealty to 
him, he was again reflored to his kingdom, and Nebuchadnezzar marched 
from Jerufalem for the farther profecuting of his vi&ories againll the E- 
■gyptians. 

But before he removed from Jerufalem, hehadcaufed great numbers 
of the people to be fent captives to Babylon, and particularly r gave order 
to AJhpenaz the matter of his eunuchs, that he fhould make choice out of 
the children of the royal family, and of the nobility of the land, of fuch as he 
found to be of the faireft countenance and the quickelt parts, to be carri- 
ed to Babylon, and there made eunuchs in his palace. Whereby was ful- 
filled the word of the Lord fpoken ' by Ifaiah the prophet to Hezekiah 
King of Judah above an hundred years before. At the fame time alfo he 
v carried away a great part of the veflels of the hbufe of the Lord to put 
them in the houfe of Bel his God at Babylon. And therefore the people 
being thus carried into Captivity, the fons of the royal family and of the 
nobility of the Land made eunuchs and flaves in the palace of the King of 
Babylon, the veflels of the temple carried thither, and the King made a tri- 
butary, and the whole land now brought into vaffalage under the Babylo- 
nians ; from hence mutt be reckoned the beginning of the feventy years of 
the Baby lonijh captivity w foretold by the prophet Jeremiah ; and the fourth 
year of Jehoiakim mufl: be the flrfl year in that computation. 

Among the number of the children that were carried away in this cap- 
tivity by the matter of the eunuchs, were x 'Daniel, Hananiah, Mijhael 
and Azariah. Daniel they called Beltejhazzar, and the other three Sha^ 
drach, Mejbac, and Abednego. Some indeed do place their captivity fome 
years later, but that is abfolutely inconfiftent with what is elfewhere faid 
in Scripture. For thefe children after their carrying away to Babylon were 
to be . y three years under the tuition of the mafter of the eunuchs, to be 
inflrufted by him in the language and the learning of the Chaldeans, be- 
fore they were to be admitted to the prefence of the King to ttand and 
ferve before him. But in the 1 fecond year of Nebuchadnezzar s reign at 
Babylon from his father's death, (which was but the fourth year after his 
firft taking of Jerufalem) Daniel had not only admiflion and freedom of 
accefs to the prefence of the King, but we find him * there interpreting of 
his dream, and immediately thereon advanced to be b chief of the gover- 
nors of the wife men, and ruler over all the province of Babylon. For 
which truft lefs than four years inftru&ion in the language, laws, ufages 
and learning of the countrey, can fcarce be thought fufficient to qualify 
him, nor could he any fooner. be old enough for it. For he was but a 
youth when he was firft carried away from Jerufalem. And therefore all 
this put together doth neceflarily determine the time of DariieFs and the 
other children's carrying away to Babylon to the year where I have placed 
it. And if we will make Scripture confiflent with Scripture, it could not 
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poflibly have been any later. 'Daniel fpeaking of the captivity, c begins 
the Hiftory of it from the third year of Jehoiakim, which placeth it back 
yet ftill a year farther than I have done, and this is an objection on the o- 
ther hand. But the anfwer hereto is eafy. Daniel begins his computa- 
tion from the time that Nebuchadnezzar was fent from Babylon by his Fa- 
ther on this expedition which was in the latter end of the third year of 
Jehoiakim. After that two months at leaft muft have been fpent in his 
march to the borders of Syria. There in the fourth year of Jehoiakim 
(we fuppofe in the beginning of that year) he fought the Egyptians, and 
having overthrown them in battel, befieged Carchemijh and took it. Af- 
ter this he reduced ali the provinces and Cities of Syria and ^Phoenicia, in 
which having employed the greateft part of the year, (and a great deal of 
work it was to do within that time) in the beginning of October he came 
and laid fiege to Jerufalem, and about a month after took the city. And 
from hence we date the beginning of Daniel's fervitude, and alfo the be- 
ginning of the feventy years of the Babylonijh captivity, and therefore do 
reckon that year to have been the firlt of both. 

The Scythians, who had now for twenty eight years held all the upper 
Jlfia, (that is the two Armenids, CaJ>j>adociai Tortus, Colchis and ibefid,J 
were this year again d driven out of it. The Medes, whom they had dif- 
pbflefled of thefe Provinces, had long endeavoured to recover them by o- 
pen force, but rinding themlelves unable to fucceed this way they at length 
accompliflied it by treachery. For under the covert Of a peace (which 
they had made on purpofe to carry on the fraud) they invited the greateft 
part of them to a feaft, where having made them drunk they flew them all. 
After which having eafily fubdued the reft they recovered from them all 
that they had loft, and again extended their empire to the river Halys 9 
which had been the ancient borders of .it towards the weft. 
/*». 605. After the Chaldeans were gone from Jerufalem, Jehoiakim inftead of 
idm°' a being amended by thofe heavy chaftifements, which by their hand God had 
' inflicted on him and his kingdom, rather grew worfe under them in all 
thofe ways of wickednefs and impiety, which he had afore pra&ifed ; and 
Judah and Jerufalem kept pace with him herein, to the farther provoking 
of God's wrath, and the haftning of their own deftruftion. However no 
means were omitted to reclaim them ; and Jeremiah the prophet, who was 
particularly fent to them for this purpofe, was conftantly calling upon them 
and exhorting them to turn unto the Lord their God, that fo his 
wrath might be turned from them, and they faved from the deftruction 
which was coming upon them ; of which he ceafed not continually to 
warn them. And they having on the ninth month, called Cajleu, proclai- 
med a publick.faft to be held on the eighteenth day of the fame, becaufe 
of the calamity, which they had fuffered thereon in the taking of Jerufa- 
lem by the Chaldeans the year foregoing, (which hath ever fmce been an- 
nually obferved by them in commemoration hereof, as hath been aforeiaid) 
the prophet laying hold of this opportunity, When ali Judah and Jerufa- 
lem were met together to keep this folemnity, 0 fent Baruch again up into 
the temple with the roll of his prophefies there to read it the fecond time 
in the hearing of allof them;, making thereby another tryal, if by the ter- 
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rors of thefe prophefies it were poffible to fright them into their duty. 
And it being God's command by the mouth of his prophet, Baruch ac- 
cordingly went up into the temple on the laid faft-day, and entering into 
the chamber of Gemariah the fcribe (which was the room where the King's 
council ufed to fit in the temple near the eaft gate of the fame) did there 
from a window aloft read in the hearing of all the people then gathered to- 
gether in the court below all the words of the faid roll ; which Michaikb 
the fonof Gemar iah, who was then prefent, hearing, went immediately to 
the King's houfe, and there informed the lords of the council of it, where- 
on they fent for Baruch, and caufed him to fit down, and read the roll o- 
ver to them ; at the hearing whereof, and the threats therein contained, 
they being much afrighted enquired of Baruch the manner of his writing 
of it, and being informed that it was all dictated to him from the mouth 
of the prophet, they ordered him to leave the roll, and depart, advifing, 
that he and Jeremiah mould immediately go and hide themfelves where no 
one might find them ; and then went in to the King, and informed him 
of all that had palTed ; whereon he fent for the -roll, and caufed it to be 
read to him, but after he had heard three or four leaves of it, as he was fit- 
mgby the fire in the winter parlour, he took it and cut it with a penknife, 
and caftit into the fire that was there before him, till it was all confumed, 
notwithftandingfome of the lords of the council intreated him to the con- 
trary, and immediately thereon iflued out an order to have Bartich and 
Jeremiah feiz'd, but having hid themfelves, as advifed by the council, they 
could not be found. 

The Jews keep an annual faft even to this day for the burning of this 
roll. The day marked for it in their calendar is the i?* day of ' Cajleu, 
eleven days after that which they keep for that faft, on which it was read 
in the temple. But the reading of the roll on the faft of the i8'''of Cajleu, 
and the burning of it according to the account given hereof by Jeremiah* 
feem immediately to have followed each other. 

After the burning of this roll, another by God's efpecial command 
was forthwith written in the fame manner from the mouth of the Prophet 
by the hand of Baruch, wherein was contained all that was in the former 
roll, and there were added many other like words, and particularly that 
prophefy in refpeft of Jehoiakim and his houfe, which is for this impious 
faft in the 3o' h and 31" verfes of the xxxvi 11 ' chapter of Jeremiah denoun- 
ced againft them. 

In making the roll to be read twice in the temple by Baruch, I confefs 
I differ from moft that have commented upon this place of Scripture. But 
as the reading of the roll by Bartich is in the xxxvi' 1 ' chapter of Jeremiah 
twice related, fo it is plain to me that it was twice done. For in the firft 
relation 6 it is faid to be done in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, and in the 
fecond h it is faid to be done in the fifth, which plainly denotes two diffe- 
rent times. And in the firft relation Jeremiah '' is laid to be Ihut up in pri- 
fon when the roll was read, but in the fecond relation it plainly appears he 
was out of prifon, for k he was then at full liberty to go out of the way, 
and hide himfelf. For thefe reafons 1 take it for certain, that the roll was 
twice read, and I have Archbilhop VJher with me in the fame opinion, 
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whofe judgment muft always be of the greateft weight in fuch matters. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR after his departure from Jernfalem em- 
ployed all this year in carrying on his war againft the Egyptians, in which 
he had that fuccefs, that before the enfuing winter he had driven them out of 
all Syria and Tale/liue, and brought infubjeftion to him 1 from the river Eu- 
phrates to the river of Egypt all that formerly belonged to the King of Egypt, 
i. e. all Syria and Talejiine. For as the river Euphrates was the boundary of 
Syria towards the north-ealt, fo the river of Egypt was the boundary of *Pa- 
lejline towards the fouth-weft. This river of Egypt, which is fo often men- 
tioned in fcripture as the boundary of the land of Canaan or Talejiine towards 
Epypt, was not the Nile, as many fuppofe, but a fmall river which running 
thorough the defer t, that lies between thefe two countries, was anciently 
reckoned the common boundary of both. And thus far the land reached, 
which was promifed to the feed of Abraham (Gen. xv. 18.) and was after- 
wards by lot divided among them, Jojhua xv. 4. 

Towards the end of the fifth year of Jehoiakim dyed Nabopolla/ar 
King of Babylon, and father of Nebuchadnezzar, after he had reigned m one 
and twenty years ; which Nebuchadnezzar being informed of " he imme- 
diately with a few only of his followers haftned through the defert the near- 
eft way to Babylon, leaving the grofs of his army, with the prifoners and 
An. 604. prey, to be brought after him by his generals. On his arrival at the palace, 
Jehoia- he received the government from the hands of thofe who had carefully re- 
m ' ferved it for him, and thereon fucceeded his father in the whole empire, 
which contained Chaldea, AJyria, Arabia, Syria, and *PaleJline, and 
reigned over it according to T'tolemy forty three years ; the firftof which 
begins from the January following, which is the Babylonijh account, from 
which the Jewijh account differs two years, as reckoning his reign from 
the time he was admitted to be partner with his father. From hence we 
have a double computation of the years of his reign, the Je-wijh and the 
Babylonijh ; Daniel follows the latter, but all other parts of Scripture, that 
make mention of him, the other. 
An. 603. I N tne feventh year of Jehoiakim, which was the fecond year of Nebu- 
Jehoia- chadnezzar according to the Babylonijh account, and the fourth according 
kim 7 - to the Jewijh, Daniel" revealed unto Nebuchadnezzar his dream, andal- 
fo unfolded to him the interpretation of it, in the manner as we have it at 
large related in the ii d chapter of Daniel, whereon he was advanced to 
great honour, being made chief of the governours over all the wife men 
of Babylon, and alfo chief ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and 
one of the chief lords of the council, who always continued in the King's 
court, he being then about the age of two and twenty. And in hispro- 
fperity he was not forgetful of his three companions, who had been brought 
to Babylon with him, Shadrach, MeJJyacb, m&Abednego, but having fpo- 
ken to the King in their behalf, procured that they were preferred to pla- 
ces of honourable truft under him in the province of Babylon. Thefe af- 
terwards made themfelves very fignally known to the King, and alfo to the 
whole empire of Babylon, by their conftancy to their religion in refufing- 
to worfhip the golden image which Nebuchadnezzar had fet up, and by 
the wonderful deliverance which God wrought for them thereon, which 
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defervedly recommending them to the King's higheft regard, they were 
thereon much higher advanced. The whole hiflory whereof is at full rela- 
ted in the iii d chapter of Daniel. 

The fame year Jehoiakim, after he had ferved the King of Babylon three 
years, r rebelled againft him, and refuiing to pay him any more tribute re- 
newed his confederacy with "Pharaoh Necho King of Egypt in oppofition 
to him. Whereon Nebuchadnezzar, not being then at leifure by reafon 
of other engagements to come himfelf and chaftife him, fent orders to all 
his lieutenants and governors of provinces in thofe parts to make war 
upon him, which brought upon Jehoiakim inroads and invafions from eve- 
ry quarter, q the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Syrians, the Arabians, and 
all the other nations round him, who had fubjefled themfelves to the Ba- 
bylonia yoke, infefting him withincurfions, and haraffinghim with depre- 
dations on every fide. And thus they continued to do for three years to- S99- 
gether, till at length in the eleventh year of his reign all parties joyning to- j^'j*" 
gether againft him ' they fhut him up in Jerufalem, where in the profecu- 
tiori of the fiege having taken him prifoner infomefally (it maybe fuppo- 
fed) which he made upon them, they flew him with the fword, and then 
caft out his dead body into the high way without one of the gates ofjeru- 
falem, allowing it no other burial, r as the prophet Jeremiah had foretold, 
than that ofanafs, that is, to be caft forth into a place of the greateft con- 
tempt, there to rot and be confumed to duft in the open air. 

The year before « dyed his confederate, on whom he chiefly depended, 
Tharaoh Necho King of Egypt, after he had reigned flxteen years, and 
•pfammis his fon fucceeded him in the kingdom. 

J E HO I A KIM being dead, v Jehoiachin his fon (who is alfo called f^* 0 ff- 8 ' 
Jeconiah, and ConiahJ reigned in his ftead, who doing evil in the fight of cMn'.'*" 
the Lord, in the fame manner as his father had done, this provoked w a ve- Zedekiah 
ry bitter declaration of God's wrath againft him by the mouth of the pro- *' 
phet Jeremiah, and it was as bitterly executed upon him. For after Jehoia- 
kim's death the fervants of Nebuchadnezzar (that is his lieutenants, and 
governours of the provinces, that were under his fubjection in thofe parts), 
ftill * continued to block up Jerufalem, and after three months Nebuchad- 
nezzar himfelf came thither in perfon with his royal army, and caufed the 
place to be begirt with a clofe fiege on every fide, whereon Jehoiachin 
finding himfelf unable to defend it went ouc to Nebuchadnezzar, with his 
mother, and his princes and fervants, and delivered himfelf into his hands. 
But hereby he obtained no other favour than to fave his life. For being 
immediately put in chains, he was carryed to Babylon, and there continu- 
ed fhut up in prifon till the death of Nebuchadnezzar, which was full fe- 
ven and thirty years. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR having hereon made himfelf mafter of 
Jerufalem, y took thence all the treafures of the houfe of the Lord, and 
the treafures of the King's houfe, and cut in pieces the veflels of gold, 
which Solomon King of Jfrael made in the temple of the Lord, .and car- 
ried them to Babylon; and he alfo carried thither with him a vaftnumbejf 
of captives, Jehoiachin the King, his mother, and his wives, and his oflx- 
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cers and princes, and all the mighty men of valour, even to the number of 
ten thoufand men out of Jerufalem only, befides the fmiths and the 
carpenters, and other artificers ; and out of the reft of the land, of the 
mighty men feven thoufand, and of the craftfmen and fmiths one thoufand, 
befides three thoufand twenty and three, * which had been carried away 
the year before out of the open countrey, before the fiege of Jerufalem 
was begun. With the mighty men of valour he recruited his army, and 
the artificers he employed in the carrying on of his building at Babylon, 
of which we lhall fpeak hereafter. 

In this captivity 1 was carryed away to Babylon Ezekiel the prophet, the 
fon of Buzz of the houfe of Aaron, and therefore the JEra whereby he 
reckons throughout all his prophefies is from this captivity. 

After this great carrying away of the Jews into captivity b the poorer 
fort of the people being ftill left in the land, Nebuchadnezzar made Mat- 
taniah, the fon of Jojtah and unkle oijehoiachin, King over them, taking 
of him a folemn oath to be true and faithful unto him. And to engage 
him the more to be fo, he changed his name from Mattaniah to Zedekiah, 
which fignifyeth tfj&tf juftice of the Lord, intending by this name to put him 
continually in mind of the vengeance which he was to expect from the 
juftice of the Lord his God, if he violated that fidelity which he had in 
his name fworn unto him . 

ZE DEK I AH being thus made King reigned eleven years in Jerufa- 
lem, but his ways being evil in the fight of the Lord, as were thofe of his 
nephew and brothers that reigned before him, he did thereby fo far fill up 
the meafure of the iniquities of his fore-fathers, that they at length drew 
down upon Judah and Jerufalem that terrible deftru&ion in which his 
reign ended. 

And thus was concluded the fecond war which Nebuchadnezzar had 
with the Jews. Three years he managed it by his lieutenants and gover- 
nors of the neighbouring provinces of his empire. In the fourth year he 
came himfelf inperfon, and put an end to it in the captivity of Jehoiachin, 
and the taking of Jerufalem. What hindred him from coming fooner is 
not faid. Only it appears, that in the tenth year of Jehoiakim he was en- 
gaged in an arbitration between the Medes and Lydians. The occafion 
was this : After c the Medes had recovered all the Upper AJia out of the 
hands of the Scythians, and again extended their borbers to the river Ha- 
lys, which was the common boundary between them and the Lydians, it 
was not long before there hapned a war between thefe two nations, which 
was managed for five years together with various fuccefs. In the fixth year 
they engaged each other with the utmoft of their ftrength, intending to make 
that battel decifive of the quarrel that was between them. But in the midft 
of it, while the fortune of the day feemed to hang in an equal balance be- 
tween them, there hapned an eclipfe, which overfpread both armies with 
darknefs, whereon being frightned with what had hapned they both de- 
iifted from fighting any longer, and agreed to refer the controverfy to the 
arbitration of two neighbouring princes. The Lydians chofe Syennefis 
King of Cilicia, and the Medes d Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon, who 
agreed a peace between them, on the terms that AJiyages, fon to Cyaxares 
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King of Media, lhould take to wifeAriena the daughter of HalyattisYJmg 
of the Lydians, of which marriage within a year after was born Cyaxares, 
who is called Darius the Median in the book of Daniel. This eclipfe was 
foretold by Thales the Milejian, and it hapned on the 2,0" of September, 
according to the Julian account, in the hundred and forty feventh year of 
Nabonafar, and in the ninth of the- reign of Jehoiakim King of jtidab, 
which was the year before Chrift 601. 

The fame year that Cyaxares was born to AJiyages, he gave his daugh- 
ter Mandana, whom he had by a former wife, in marriage to Cambyfes 
King of 'PerJIa, of whom the next year after (which was the laft year of 
Jehoiakim) was born Cyrus, the famous founder of the 'Terjian monar- 
chy, and the restorer of the Jews to their countrey, their temple* and their 
former slate. 

J EHOIACHIN being thus carried into captivity, and Zedekiabtet- 
led in the throne, Jeremiah had in c a vifion, under the type of two baf- 
kets of figs, foreihewn unto him the restoration which God would again 
give to them who were carried into captivity* andthemifery and defla- 
tion which mould befal them, with their King, that were still in the land ; 
that the captivity of the former mould become a means of prefervation 
unto them, while the liberty which the others were left in mould ferveonly 
to lead them to their utter ruin, as accordingly it befel them in the de- 
traction of Jerufalem, and the utter devastation of the land, which hap- 
ned a few years afterwards. 

The fame year God alfo forelhewed to Jeremiah the confufion which 
he would bring upon f Elam, (a kingdom lying upon the river D/ai eafl- 
ward beyond theTigris) and the restoration which he would afterwards 
give thereto, which accordingly came to pafs. For it was s conquered by 
Nebuchadnezzar, and subjected to him in the fame manner as Jndah was. 
But afterwards joining with Cyrus, it helped to conquer and fubdue the 
Babylonians, who had before conquered them ; and " Shujhan, which was 
the chief city of that province, was thenceforth made the metropolis of 
the c Perfian empire, and had the throne of the kingdom placed in it. 

After the departure of Nebuchadnezzar out of Judeaand Syria, Ze- 
dekiah having fetled himfelf in the kingdom, f the Kings of the Ammonites* 
and of the Moabites, and of the Edomites, and of the Zido7tians, and the 
Tyrians, and of the other neighbouring nations, fent their embafladors to 
Jerufalem to congratulate Zedekiah on his acceflion to the throne* and 
then propofed to him a league againft the King of Babylon, for the making 
off his yoke, and the hiridring of him from anymore returning into thofe 
parts. Whereon Jeremiah by the command of God made him yokes and 
bonds, and fent them by the faid embafladors to their refpeftive mafters* 
with this meflage from God, That God had given all their countries untcO 
the King of Babylon, and that they lhould fcrve him, and his fon, and his 
fon's fon, and that if they would submit to his yoke, and become obedient 
to him, it lhould 'be well with them and their land ;' but if other wife, they 
fhould beeonfumed and destroyed before him. And he fpake alfo to King 
Zedekiah according to the fame words, which had that influence on him, 
that he did not then enter into the league that was propofed to him by the 
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embaffadors of thofe princes. But afterwards whenit was farther ftrength-; 
ned by the joyning of the Egyptians, and other nations m it, and he and 
his people began to be tired with the heavy burden and oppreffion of the- 
Babylonijh domination over them, he alfo. was drawn into this confedera- 
cy, which ended in the abfolute ruin both of him and his kingdom, as will 
be hereafter related. . 
u - S97- z E'DEKIAH about the fecond year of his reign fent Elafah the 
h* ki ~ fon of Shaphan, and Gemariah the fon of Hilkiah, to Babylon on an embaf- 
fy toKing Nebuchadnezzar. By them Jeremiah wrote a letter to the Jew* 
of the captivity in Babylon. The occafion of which was, Ahab the fon of 
Kilaiah, and Zedekiah the fon of Maafeiah, two of the captivity among the 
7«ev at ArfyA», taking upon them to be prophets lent to them from 
God, fed them with lying prophefies, and falfe promifes of a fpeedy re- 
ftoration, whereon they negleded to make any fettlements in the places 
affigned them for their habitation, either by building of houfes, cultiva- 
ting their land, marrying of wives, or doing any thing elfe for their own 
interett and welfare in the countrey, where they were carried, out of a 
vain expeftation of a fpeedy return. To remedy this evil Jeremiah wrote 
to them to let them know, that they were deceived by thofe who made 
them entertain fuch falfe hopes, that by the appointment of God their 
captivity at Babylon was to laft feventy years. And thofe who remained 
in Judah zn&Jerufalem fhould be fo far from being able to effeft any re- 
ftoration for them, that God would fpeedily fend againft them the fword, 
the famine, and the peftilence, for the conlummg of the greateft part of 
them andfcatter the reft over the face of the earth to be a curfe, and an 
aftonifhment, and an hiffing, and a reproach among the nations, whither 
he would drive them. And therefore he exhorts them to provide for 
themfelves in the countrey whither they are carried, as fetled inhabitants 
of the fame, and comport themfelves there according to all the duties, 
which belong to them as fuch, without expecting any return till the time 
that God had appointed. And as to their falfe prophets who hadprophe- 
fied a lie unto them, he denounced God's curfe againft them in a fpeedy 
and fearful deftruftion, which accordingly was foon after executed upon 
them For Nebuchadnezzar finding that they difturbed the people by their 
vain prophefies, andhindred them from making fettlements for themfelves 
in the places where he had planted them, caufed them to be feized, and roaft- 
ed to death in the fire. The k latter Jews fay, that thefe t wo men were 
the two elders, who would have corrupted Sufanna, and that Nebuchad- 
nezzar commanded them to be burnt for this reafon. The whole founda- 
tion of this conceit is,.that Jeremiah inthe^vexk of the chapter, where 
he writes hereof, accufeth them for committing adultery with their neigh- 
bours wives, from whence they conjecture all the reft. 

These letters-being read to the people of the captivity at Babylon, 
fuch as were loath to be difpoflefled of their vain hopes were much of- 
fended at them, and therefore Semaiah the Nehelamite, another falfe pre- 
tender to prophefy among them, writing their as well as his own fenti- 
ments hereof, fent back letters by the fame embafladors, directing them to 
Zephaniah the fon of Maafeiah the fecond priett, and to all the priefts and 
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people at Jerufalem, wherein he complained of Jeremiah for writing the 
laid letters, and required them to rebuke him for the fame ; which letters 
being read to Jeremiah, the word of God came unto him, which denoun- 
ced a very fevere puniihment upon Semaiah for the fame. 

In . the fourth of Zedekiah, and the fifth month of that year, Hananiah, a*. S9S- 
the fon Azur of ' Gibeon, took upon him to prophefy falfely in the name Zcdek '- 
of the Lord, that within two full years God would bring back all the vef- ah 4 * 
fels of the houfe of the Lord, and King Jechoniah, and all the captives a- 
gain to Jerufalem ; whereon the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah con- 
cerning Hananiah^ that feeing he had fpoken to the people of Judah in the 
name of the Lord, who fent him not, and had made them thereby to truft 
in a lye, he Ihould be fmitten of God, and dye before the year ihould ex- 
pire ; and accordingly he died the fame year in the feventh month, which 
was within two, months after. 

The fame year Jeremiah had revealed unto him the prophefies, which 
we have in the fiftieth and fifty firft chapters of Jeremiah concerning God's 
judgments, .which were to be executed upon Cha/dea and Baby Ion by the 
Medes and 'Per/Fans. All which Jeremiah wrote in a book, and m delive- 
red it to Seraiah the fon of Neriah, and brother of Baruch, who was then 
fent to Babylon by Zedekiah, commanding him, that when he mould come 
to Babylon, he. ihould there read the fame upon the Banks of Euphrates; 
and that, when he Ihould have there made an end of reading it, he mould 
bind a ftone to it and caft it into the midft of the river, to denote thereby, 
that as that ihould fink, fo Ihould Babylon alfo fink, and never rife any 
more; which hath fince been fully verifyed, about two thoufand years ha- 
ving now pafled, fince Babylon hath been wholly defolated, and without 
an inhabitant. 

BARDCH feemeth to have gone with his brother in this journey to 
Babylon. For he is " faid in the apocryphal book that bears his name, to 
have read that book at Babylon in the hearing of King Jechoniah, or Jehoi- 
achin, and of the elders and people of the Jews then at Babylon, on the 
fifth year after the taking of Jerufalem by the Chaldeans; which can beun- 
derftqodof no other taking of it, than that wherein Jehoiachin was made 
a captive. For after the laft taking of it, in the eleventh of Zedekiah, Ba- 
ruch could not be in Babylon. For after that he went into Egypt with Je- 
remiah, from whence it is not likely that he did ever return. And farther 
it is faid in this very book of Baruch, that after the reading of his book 
as aforefaid, a collection was made at Babylon of money, which was fent to 
Jerufalem to Joakim the high-prieft, the fon of Hilkiah the fon of Shal- 
lum, and to the priefts, and to all the people that were found with him 
at Jerufalem, to buy burnt-offerings, and fin-offerings, and incenfe, and to 
prepare the mincha, and to offer upon the altar of the Lord their God, 
nothing of which could be true after the laft taking of Jerufalem by the 
Chaldeans. For then the city and temple were burnt and utterly deftroy- 
ed, and after that there was no high-prieft, altar, altar-fervice, or people 
to be found at Jerufalem, till the return of the Jews again thither after 
the end of their feventy years captivity. And if there were any fuch per- 
fon as Joakim, (for he is no where elfe named) fince he is here faid to be 
the fon of Hilkiah the fon of Shallum, he muft have been the unkle of Se- 
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raiah, who was high-prieft at the burning of the temple, and grandfon to 
the fame Hilkiah. And therefore he muft have been high-prieft before 
Seraiah, if there were any fuch perfonin that office at all. For it is cer- 
tain there was none fuch in it after him during the life Of Jeconiah. But 
of what authority this book is, or by whom it was written, whether 
any thing related therein be hiftorically true, or the whole of it a fiction, is 
altogether uncertain. Grotius " thinks it wholly feigned by fome helleni- 
ftical Jew Under Bariec/fs name, and fo do many others, and it cannot be 
denied but that they have ftrong reafons on their fide. The fubject of the 
book is an epiftle fent, or feigned to be fent, by King Jehoiachin and the 
Jews in captivity with him at Babylon to their brethren the Jews, that 
were {till left in Judah and Jerufalem, with an hiftorical preface premifed ; 
in which it is related* how Baruch, being then at Babylon, did in the name 
of the faid King and the people by their appointment draw up the faid 
epiftle, and afterwards read it to them for their approbation ; and how 
that the collection being then made, which is above mentioned, the epi- 
ftle with the money was fent to Jerufalem. There are three copies of it,, 
one in Greek, and the other two in Syriac, whereof One agreeth with the 
Greek, and the other very much differs from it. But in what language it 
was originally written, or whether one of thefe be not the original, or 
which of them may be foj is What no one can fay. Jerom p rejected it 
wholly, becaufe it is not to be found among the Jews, and calls the epi~ 
ftle annex'd to it 4^oye^P° l 3 *■ e - a f au ^ e or feigned writing. The moil 
that can be faid for it is, that Cyril of Jerufalem, and the Laodicean coun- 
cil held Anno Domini 364, both name Baruch among the canonical books 
of holy Scripture. For in both the catalogues which are given us by then! 
of thefe canonical books, are thefe words, Jeremias cum Baruch, lamentd- 
tiouibus^S epijtola, i. e. Jeremiah with Baruch, the lamentations and the 
epiftle ; whereby may feem to be meant the prophefies of Jeremiah, the 
lamentations of Jeremiah, the book of Barui h, With the epiftle of Jere- 
miah at the end of it, as they are all laid together in the vulgar Latin edi^ 
tion of the Bible. The anfwer given hereto is, that thefe words were in- 
tended by them to exprefs ho more than Jeremiah's prophefies and lamen- 
tations only ; that by the epiftle is meant none other, than the epiftle in the 
xxix' 1 ' chapter of Jeremiah ; and that Barnch's name is added only becaufe 
of the part which he bore in collecting all thefe together, and adding the 
laft chapter to the book of his prophefies, which is fuppofed to be Baruch's, 
becaufe the prophefies of Jervmiah end with the chapter before, that is, 
the Li ft j as it is pofitively faid in the laft words of it. And it muft be faid, 
that fince neither in St. Cyril, nor in the Laodicean council any of the o- 
ther apocryphal books are named, it is very unlikely, that by the name 
of Baruch in either of them lhould be meant the apocryphal book fo na- 
med, which hath the leaft pretence of any of them to be canonical, as 
it appeared by the difficulty which 9 the Trentine fathers found to make 
it fo. 

a». 5-94. In the fifth year of Zedekidb, which was alfo the fifth year of Jehdia^ 
Zedeid- chitts captivity, and the thirtieth from the great reformation made in the 
eighteenth year of King jdfidh, ' Ezekie't was called of God to be a pro- 
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phet among the Jews of the captivity. And this fame year he faw the vi- 
rion of the four cherubims and the four wheels, which is related in the 
firft chapter of his prophefies. The fame year were alfo revealed unto 
him r the three hundred and ninety years of God's utmoft forbearance of 
the hdufe of IJrael, and the forty years of God's utmoft forbearance of 
the houfe of Judab, and the judgment which after that God would inflict 1 
upon both, as the whole is contained in the iv'% v th , vi ,h , and vii th chapters 
of his prophefies. 

In the fame year c died Cy ax ares King of Media, after he had reigned 
forty years; and AJtyages his fon, who in fcripture is called Ahajiierus, 
reigned in his ftead. , 

In the fame year ' died alfo Tfammis King of Egypt, in an expedition 
which he made againft the Ethiopians; and Apries his fon, the fame who 
is in Scripture called Tharaoh Hophra, fucceeded him in that kingdom, and 
reigned twenty five years. 

In the fame year Ezekiel being in a vifion was - carried to Jerufalem, 
and there ftiewn all the feveral forts of idolatry, which were practis'd by. 
the Jews in that place ; had revealed unto him the punifliments which God 
would inflict upon them for thofe abominations, and this makes up 
the fubjeft of the viii ,h , ix'\ x th , and xi th chapters of his prophefies. But 
at the fame time God promifed to thofe w of the captivity, who avoiding: 
thefe abominations kept themfelves fteady and faithful to his fervice, that 
he would become a fandtuary unto them in the ftrange land, where they 
were carried, and bring them back again unto the land of ljrael, and there 
make them flourifli in peace and righteoufnefs as in former times. All 
* which the prophet declared to the Jews of Babylon, among whom he 
dwelt. • 

In the feventh year of Zedekiah God did both by types and words of An. j-pz. 
revelation forefhew unto Ezekiel the taking of Jerufalem by the Cbalde- Zed< *i- 
ans, Zedekiah's flight from thence by night, the putting out of his eyes, " 
and his imprisonment and death at Babylon ; and alfo the carrying away 
of the Jews at the fame time into captivity, the defolationof their coun- 
trey, and the many and great calamities which fliould befal them for their 
iniquities ; and this is the fubject of the xii* chapter of his prophefies. 
And what is contained in the feven following chapters was alfo the fame » 
year revealed unto him, and relates moftly to the fame fubject. 

At this time Daniel was grown to fo great a perfection and eminency 
in all righteoufnefs, holinefs and piety of life, in the fight both of God and 
man, that y he is by God himfelf equalled with Noah and Job, and reckon- . 
ed with thefe two to make up the three, who of all the Saints that had 
till then liv'd upon the earth, had the greateft power to prevail with God 
in their prayers for others. And . yet he was then but a young man ; for 
allowing him to be eighteen when he was carried away to Babylon among 
other children to be there educated, and brought up for the fervice of the 
King, (and a greater will not agree with this character) thirty two at this 
time rnuft have been the utmoft of his. age. But he dedicated the prime 
and vigour of his life to the fervice of God, and that is the beft time to 
make proficiency therein. 
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a*. ZE T>BKIAH having in the feventh year of his reign ' fent embaffa- 

^ c 8 dC! " dors into Egypt* made a confederacy with 'Pharaoh Hapbra King of Egypt. 
And therefore the next year after breaking the oath of fidelity, which he 
had fwoxn in the name of the Lord his God unto Nebuchadnezzar King 
of Babylon-, he rebelled againft him, which drew on him that war, which 
ended in his mine, and in the ruine of all Jndeb and Jerufalem with him in 
that calamitous defteuftion, in which both were involved hereby. 
jin. soo. In the ninth year of Zedekiab, b Nebuchadnezzar having drawn toge- 
Zcdeki- ther a great army out of all the nations wider his dominion, marched a- 
ah 9 ' gainft him to purjafh him for bis perfidy and rebellion. But on his coming 
into Syria., finding that the Ammonites had alfo entredinto the fame con- 
federacy with Egypt againft him> he was c in a doubt for fome time which 
of thefe two people be fiaouid firft fall upon, them, or the Jews} whereon 
he committed the decifion of the matter to his diviners, who confulting 
by the entrails of their facrifices, their teraphim, and their arrows* deter- 
mined for the carrying of the war againft the Jews. This way of divining 
by arrows was ufual among thofe idolaters. The manner of it Jerom d tells 
us was thus. They wrote on feveral arrows the names of the cities, they 
intended to make war againit, and then, putting them promifcuoufly all 
together into a quiver, they caufed them to be drawn out thence in the 
manner as they draw lots, and that city whofe name was on the arrow firft, 
drawn was the firft they affaulxed. And by this way of divination the war 
being determined againft Jndah% Ne.bsiekadnez>x>ar immediately marched, 
his army info that Countrey, and in 9 few? days" took alt the cities there-* 
of, excepting only Lachijh, Azekah vca& "Jerufalem* Whereon the Jew* 
at Jerufalew being terrified with thefe loffes^and the appreheniionsof a 
fiege then ready to be laid to that place, made a fhew of returning unto 
the Lord their God, and entxed into aifolenm covenant thenceforth to 
ferve him only, and faithfully obferve aH his laws. And in pursuance 
hereof c proclamation was. made, that every man mould let his man fer- 
vant, and every man his maid, fervant,. being m Hebrew or an Hebrew 6 fs+ 
go free 6 according to the taw of God, and every man did. according, 
hereto, 

O n the h tenth month of the fame year and the tenth day of the month*, 
(which was about the end of our December,}. Nebus hadnezzr with all 
his numerous army laid fiege to Jerufalem, and blocked it. dole Up on, eve- 
ry fide, in memory whereof the tenth day of Tebeth* which, is theia tenth 
month, hath ever fince been obferved 1 by the Jews, as a day of folemn 
fail even to this time- 

Os the fame k tenth day of the tenth month, in which this;fiege began 
&t Jerufalem, was thefame revealed to Ezekkl.'m. Gbafdea,\Vhere by the 
type of aboiiinigpot was. forefhewnunto hiwkthe difmal deftju^on Wbichs 
fhould thereby be brought upon that city;. And the 1 feme nighs the wife 
of the prophet, who was the defireof Mseyes* was-byaifuddert fttols^of 
death taken from hint, and he was forbid by God! to make any manner Oi 
mowning for her, or appear with any of the ufual! figns off it upon! Um# 
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thereby to foreftiew, that the holy city, the temple, and the fan£tuary, 
which were dearer to them than any wife can be in the eyes of her huf- 
band, mould not only by a fpeedy and fudden ftrofce of deftruftion be 
taken from them, but that the calamity enfaing thereon flrould be fdeh, 
and fo great, as mould not allow them as much as to mourn for the lofs 
of them. 

I n the beginning of the tenth year of Zedekiah, m theprophet Jeremiah, s%9- 
being fent of God declared unto him, That the Babylonians who were ^to ki ~ 
now befieging of the city ffliould certainly take it, and burn it with fire, and 3 IO 
take him priifoner, and carry him to Babylon, and that he mould die there. 

hereon - Zedekrah being much difpleafed put him in prifon, and While 
he was fhut up there* even in this very year, ° he purchafed of Hanameel 
his unkie's fan a field in yinathoth, thereby toforefhew* that although Ju~ 
dab and Jerusalem flkould be kid defolate, and the inhabitants led into 
captivity, yet there mould be a reftoration, when lands and pofleflibns 
mould be again enjoyed by the" legal owners of them, in the fame manner 
as in former times; 

'PHjARJtOH tiOTHRA "coming out Of Egypt with a great army 
to the relief of Zedekiah^Nebitchadn'ezmar raifed the fiege of JerUfalvm 
to march agaihft hdm. But before he went on this expedition « he fent all 
the captive Jews which he then had in his camp to Bitbyldtty the number 
of which were eight hundred thirty and two perfons. 

. Ok the departure; of the Chaldeans from J erufalent, Jeremiah being** 
gainfetat liberty, ' Zedeki&h fent unto him Jehucal the fonof Shelemiahi 
and Zepbaniah the fon of Maafiiah fhe prieft, to enquire of the Lord by 
him^ and to defife hitri to pray for him and his people. To whom the 
prophet returned an anfWe* from God* That the Egypfianst Whom they 
did depend tipon> Would certainly deceive them ; that their army would 
again return into Egypt without giving them any help at all* and that 
thereort the Ghaldedns would again renew the fiege, take the city* and 
barn it with, fire. 

But the general opinion of the people being, that the Chaldeans were 
gone fof good and all* and would return no more to renew the war a- 
gainft them, they r repented of the covenant of reformation* which they 
had entred into before Gbdj when they were in fear of them ; and caufed 
every man his fervant,-. and every man his handmaid, Whom they had fet at 
liberty, again to return into fervitude, to be unco them again for fervants 
and for handtmaids, contrary to the law of the Lord, and the covenant 
which- they had lately entred into with him* to walk accbrdtngto it. For 
* which, intamanand unhifl: act, and their impious breach of the covenant 
lately made? with God* Jeremiah pfcoelaim'd liberty to the fword 1 , and to 
the famine* and to the peftalence* to execute the wrath of God upon them 
and their King* and theirf Princes* and all Jwdah andl Jertt/alemi to their 
utter deftrurfftion-. 

W wit b the Chaldeaiii wer&yet abfenfc from Jer*falem<, v Jeremiah in- 1 
tending t0> retkfetfo jdnathofifrhte native place, that thereby he might avoid 
the 1 fiege*! which he knew would be again renewed on the return of the 
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Chaldeans from their expedition againft the Egyptians, put himfelfonhis 
journey thither, but as he was paffing the gate of the city that led that 
way, the captain that kept guard there feized him for a deferter, as if his 
intentions were to fall away to the Chaldeans, whereon he was again put 
in prifon in the houfe of Jonathan the fcribe, which they had made the 
common jail of the city, where he remained many days. 

The Egyptians, on the coming of the Chaldeans againft them, durft 
not ftay to engage in battel with fo numerous and well-appointed an army, 
but ,v withdrawing on their approach retired again into their own coim- 
trey, treacheroufly leaving Zedekiah and his people to perilh in that war, 
which they had drawn them into. Whereon x the prophet Ezekiel re- 
proaching them for their perfidy in thus becoming a ftaff of reed to thofe, 
whom by oaths and covenants of alliance they had made to lean and con- 
fide on them, denounced God's judgments againft them to be executed 
both upon King and people in war, confufion, and defolation, for forty 
years enfuing for the punimment hereof. And * alfo foretold, how after 
that, they mould fink low and become a mean and bafe people, and mould 
no more have a prince of their own to reign over them. Which hath 
accordingly come to pafs. For not long after the expiration of the faid 
forty years they were made a province of the 'Perjian empire, and have 
been governed by ftrangers ever fince. For on the failure of the 'Perjian 
empire they became fubjefl: to the Macedonians, and after them to the 
Romans^ and after the Romans to the Saracens, and then to the Mama- 
lukes, and are now a province of the Turkijb empire. 

O n the retreat of the Egyptians Nebuchadnezzar 1 returned to Jeru- 
falem, and again renewed the fiege of that place, which lafted about a year 
from the fecond irivefting of it to the time when it was taken. 

The fiege being thus renewed Zedekiah " fent for Jeremiah out of ^ pri- 
fon to confult with him, and enquire of him, what word there was from 
God concerning the prefent ftate of his affairs. To which he found there 
was no other anfwer, but that he was to be delivered into the hands of the 
King of Babylon. However at the intreaty of the prophet he was prevail- 
ed with not to fend him back again to the common jail of the city, left 
he lhould die there by reafon of the noifomenefs of the place, and there- 
fore inftead thereof he was ordered to the prifon of the King's court, 
where he continued with the allowance of a certain portion of bread out 
of the common ftore till the city was taken. 

ZE e DEKIAH finding himfelf in the fiege much prefled by the Chal- 
deans, b fent meflengers to Jeremiah, farther to enquire of the Lord by 
him concerning the prefent war. To which he anfwered, That the word of 
the Lord concerning him was, that God being very much provoked againft 
him and his people, for their iniquities, would fight againft the city and 
fmite it ; that both King and people lhould be delivered into the hands of 
the King of Babylon ; that thofe who continued in the city during the fiege, 
lhould- perilh by the peftilence, by the famine, and by the fword ; but that 
thofe who lhould go out, and fall to the Chaldeans, lhould have their lives ' 
given them for a prey. At which anfwer ' feveral of the princes and chief 
commanders about the King being very much offended prefled the King 
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againft him, as one that weakened the hands of the men of war, and of all 
the people, and fought their hurt more than their good; whereon he be- 
ing delivered into their hands, they call him into a dungeon, where he 
muft have perifhed, but that d Ebedmeleeaa eunuch of the court having in- 
treated the King in his behalf delivered him thence. For which charitable 
act he had a meffage fent him from God, of mercy and deliverance unto him. 
After this c Zedekiah fending for Jeremiah into the temple, there fecretly 
enquired of him, but had no other anfwer than what had been afore given 
him, faving only that the prophet told him, That if he would go forthwith 
and deliver himfelf into the hands of the King of Babylon's princes, who 
commanded at the carying on of the fiege, this was the only way where- 
by he might fave both himfelf and the city ; and he earneftly prefled him 
hereto. But Zedekiah would not hearken unto him herein, but fent him 
back again to prifon, and after that no more confulted with him. 

In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the beginning of the year, God de- j-88. 
clared by the prophet Ezekiel his judgments againft Tyre for their infulring f^f" 
on the calamitous ftate of Judah and Jerufalem, forefhewing that the fame 
calamities Ihould be alfo brought upon them by the fame Nebuchadnezzar, 
into whofe hands God would deliver them. And this is the fubjeft of the 
xxvi'", xxvii' h , and xxviii th chapters of his prophefies, in the laft of which 
God particularly upbraideth Ithobal^ then King of Tyre, with the infolent 
and proud conceit he had of his own knowledge and underftanding, ha- 
ving puffed up himfelf herewith, as ' if he were wifer than Daniel, and 
that there was no fecret that could be hid from him. Which fheweth to how 
great an height the fame of 'Daniel's wifdom was at that time grown, fince 
it now became fpoken of by way of proverb through all theeaft. And yet 
according to the account above given of his age, he could not at this time 
exceed fix and thirty years. And in the conclusion of the xxviii rt chapter 
the like judgments are denounced alfo againft Sidon, and for the fame reafon. 

The fame year God declared by the fame prophet his judgments againft 
Tharaoh and the Egyptians, that he would bring the King of Babylon a - 
gainft them, and deliver them into his hands, and that notwithstanding 
their greacnefs and pride they Ihould no more efcape his revenging hand 
than the Affyrians had done before them, who were higher and greater 
than they ; and this is the fubject of the xxx :h and xxxi 1 chapters of his pro- 
phefies. 

In the fourth month, on the ninth day of the month, of the fame ele- 
venth year of Zedekiah, * Jerufalem was taken by the Chaldeans, after the 
fiege had lafted from their laftfetting down before it about a year. Here- 
on Zedekiah with his men of war fled away, and having broken through 
the camp of the enemy endeavoured to make his efcape over Jordan, but 
being purfued after, he was -overtaken in the plains of Jericho, whereon 
all his army, being fcattered from him, he was taken prifoner, and carried 
, to the King of Babylon at Riblah in Syria, where he then reiided, who ha- 
ving caufed his fons, and all his princes that were taken with him, to be 
flain before his face, commanded his eyes to be put out, and then bound 
-him in fetters of brafs and fent him to Babylon, where 'he died in prifon, 
and hereby was fulfilled the h prophefy of the prophet Ezekiel concerning 
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him- That he fliould be brought to Babylon in the land of the Chaldeans, 
yet fliould not fee the place, tho' he iliould die there 

In the fifth month, on the feventh day of the month, ($. e towards the 
end of our July) came 1 Nebuzaradau, captain of the guards to the King 
of Rabvlon to Jerusalem, and after having taken out all the veflels of the 
houfe of the Lord, and gathered together all the riches that could be found 
either in the King's houfe, or in any of the other houfes of the city, he 
did on the tenth day of the fame month, purfuant to the command of his 
matter, fet both the temple and city on fire, and abfolutely confumedand 
deftroved them both, overthrowing all the walls, fortrenes, and towers be- 
longing thereto, and wholly rafing and levelling to the ground every buil- 
ding therein, till he had brought all to a thorough and perfect defolation, 
and fo it continued for fifty two years after, till by the favour of Cyrus 
the Jews being releafed from their captivity, and reftored again to then- 
own land, repaired thefe ruines, and built again their holy City. In me- 
mory of this calamity they keep two fafts even to this day, the feven- 
teenth of the fourth month (which falls in our June) for the deftruaion 
of Jerufalem, and the ninth of the fifth month (which falls in our July) 
for the deftruftion of the temple; both which are made mention of k in 
the prophefies of the prophet Zechary, under the names of the faft of the 
fourth month and the faft of the fifth month, and are there fpoken of as 
annually obferved from the deftruaion of Jernfalem to his time, which was 
feventy years after. Jofej>hus 1 remarks, that the burning of the temple by 
Nebuchadnezzar hapned on the very fame day of the year on which it 
was afterwards again burned by Titus. 

NEBVZA RANDAN having thus deftroyed the city and the temple 
of Jerufalem, made all the people he found there captives. Of thefe " he 
took Seraiab the high-prieft, and Zefhaniah the fecond prieft, and about 
feventy others of the principal perfons he found in the place, and carried 
them to Riblah to Nebuchadnezzar, who caufed them all there to be put 
to death. Of 0 the reft of the people he left the poorer fort to till the 
ground, and drefs their vineyards, and made Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam 
governor over them, and all the other he carried away to Babylon. 

But concerning Jeremiah, ° Nebuchadnezzar gave particular charge to 
Nebuzaradau, that he Ihould offer him no hurt, but look well to him, and 
do for him in all things according as he Ihould defire. And therefore as 
foon as he came to Jerufalem with commiflion to deftroy the place, he and 
the princes that were with him fent and took him out of prifon, where he 
had laid bound from the time that Zedekiah had put him there, and re- 
ftored him to his liberty, and having carried him with him as far as Ramah 
on his return to Nebuchadnezzar, he then gave him his option, whether 
he would go with him to Babylon, where he Ihould be well looked after 
and maintained at the King's charge, or elfe remain in the land ; and he 
having chofen the latter, Nebuzaradan gave him viauals, and a reward, 
and fent him back to Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam, with an efpecial charge 
to take care of him. 

After Necuchadnezzar was returned to Babylon, r all thofe, who be- 
fore for fear of the Chaldeans had taken refuge among the neighbouring 
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nations, or had bid themfelve's in the field's -and Hie dte'ferfs after their ef- 
cape on the 'difperftoh Of Zed&ktati's army in die plains of Jericho, hearing 
that Gedtiliah was made governor Of "the land, retorted to him, and he 
having prbmifed them prote&ioh, and fwbrh uhro them that they mould 
be fafe under his government, they fettled themfelves again in the land, and 
gathered in tuefruitsof it. The chief among thefe were Johanah and' jo- 
iiathati the 'fcins *>f 'Kereah, Seraiab the fon of Tanbiiirteth-Azaria thefon 
of Httfb'artth, Tjhmalrl the foil of arid others. 

But "> IJbmabl Carrie tohihi bnly out of a treacherous defign. For being 
of rhe feed royal, he reckbned to make himfelf King of the land, how the 
Chaldeans were gone, and for the accoiripiimirig of it had formed a c'orifpi 
racy to kill Gcdafrah, and feize the government, arid Baalis the king of 
the Ammonite* was confederated with him herein. But Jdhahaii thefon 
of Kere-ah having got notice of it, he and all tile chief then of the reft of 
the people went to 'G'edaiiah, and informed Mm of it, prbpbfirig to kill 
iflmnel, and thereby deliver him from the imTchief that was intended a- 
gain'ft "Mm. But Gedaliah being of a very benign difpofition, arid hot eafy 
to entertain jealosies of any one, would nbt believe this of Ijhmael but 
ftill carried oh a friehdly torrefpbridence with him, 1 of w\\ic\\ tfotea'ei ta 
king the advantage came to him in the fevehth month, which ahfwers tb 
bur 'September, when the people were ihojit of them fcattered abr bad from 
him to gather in the fruits of the land, 'and while they were 'eating arid 
drinking together at an entertainment, which Gedaliah had ih £ ver.v 
friendly manlier made for him and hismfen, they fbfe upon hint, arid" flevJ 
him* and at the lame time flew alfo a gteat number of the Jiwsknd Cbdl 
deans, whom they found with him in M'izpab, arid took the reft captive'* 
And the next day hearing of eighty men, who were going on a religious' 
account with offerings and mcenfe r to the houfe of God, they craftily drew 
them into Mizpah, and there flew them all, excepting ten of them who 
offered their ftores for the redemption of their lives. And then taking 
with them all the captives, among whom were the daughters of King z7 
dekiah, they departed thence to .go over to the^^*^. But Johanan 
the fon of Kereah, and the reft of the captains, hearing of this wicked fad 
immediately armed as many of the people as they could get together and 
purfued after ljhmdbh and having overtaken hifh at Gideon retook all the 
captives, but he and eight of his inert elbap^d tb the Ammonites This 
Murder of Gedaliah haphed two months after the deftruftion of the citv 
and temple of , Jerusalem, ih the fdid feventh month, and on the thirtieth 
day of the month. For that day the Jews have kept as a faft in comme 
moration of this calamity ever fince, ahd 1 Zechariah alfo makes mention 
of it as obferved in his time, calling it by the name of the faft of the Ce 
-uenth month, and they had reafon to keep a faft for it, for it was the com 
pletionof their ruine. 

After, this great misfortune " Jobanan the fon of Kereah, and the peo 
pie that were left, fearing the King of Babylon, becaufe of the murder of 
Gedaliah, whom he had made governor of the land, departed from Miz- 
pah to flee into the land of Egypt, and came to Bethlehem in their way 

1 Jer. xl. 1 3---1 6. r J er . x l[. r ;. e At Jerufalem ; for though the temple were deflrov 
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thither Where they flopping a while confulted the prophet Jeremiah 
fwhom they had carried with them) about their intended journey, and de- 
fired him to enquire of God in their behalf, who after ten days having re- 
ceived an anfwer from God, called them together, and told them, That if 
thev would tarry in the land all mould go well with them, and God would 
Ihew mercy unto them, and incline the heart of the King of Babylon to be 
favourable unto them. But if they would not hearken unto the word of 
the Lord, but would notwithftanding his word now delivered to the con- 
trary fet their faces to go into the land of Egypt y that then the fword and 
famine mould follow clofe after them thither, and they mould be all there 
deftroyed. But all this was of no effect with them. For their hearts be- 
ing violently bent to go into Egypt, they would not hearken to the word 
of the Lord fpoken to them by the mouth of his prophet, but told Jere- 
miah, That the anfwer which he gave them was not from God, but was 
fuggefted to him by Baruch the fon of Neriaky for their hurt. And there- 
fore Johanan the fon of Kereah, and the reft of the captains of the forces, 
took all the remnant of Judah that were returned from all nations whither 
they had been driven, again to dwell in the land, and all the perfons whom 
Nebuzaradan had left with Gedaliah, even men, women, and children, 
and the King's daughters, and alfo Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch the 
fon of Neriahj and went into Egypt and fettled in that countrey, till the 
plagues and judgments which God had threatned them with for their dif- 
obedience to his word, there overtook them to their utter deftruftion. 
And thus ended this unfortunate year, in which the temple and city of Je- 
rufalem were deftroyed, and the whole land of Judah brought in' a man- 
ner to utter defolation for the fms thereof. 
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N the twelfth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin, one An g 
efcaping from Jerufalem, 3 came to Ezekiel in the Ne'bu- 
landof the Chaldeans, and told him of the detraction f£ d "l % ~ 
of the city, whereon he prophefied defolation to the 
reft of the land of Judah, and utter deftruction to 
the remainder of the Jews who were left therein. 

The fame year Ezekiel prophefied againft Egypt, 
and 'Pharaoh Hophra the King thereof, that God 
would bring againft him Ne&ucbadtiezzarKing of Babylon, who fhouldlay 
the land defolate, and that he and all his armies mould be brought to 
deftruftion, and perifh, like as other nations whom God had cut off for 
their iniquities, which is the fubject of the xxxii d chapter of his prophefies. 
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The Jews which went into Egypt b havingfettled in Migdol, zndTah- 
faues, and Noph, and in the Countrey of Pathros, (i. e. at ' Magdalum by 
the Red-Sea, at Daphne near Pelujitim, at Memphis, and. in the Countrey 
of Thebaisj gave themfelves there wholly up to idolatry, d worlhipping the 
queen of heaven, and other falfe deities of the land, and burning incenfe 
unto them, without having any more regard to the Lord their God. Where- 
on the c prophet Jeremiah cried aloud againft this impiety unto thofe among 
whom he lived ; that is thofe who had fettled in f the land of Pathros or 
Thebais. (For this being the fartheft from Judea of all the places, where 
they had obtained fettlements in that Countrey, they had carried him thi- 
ther the better to take from him all opportunity of again returning from 
them.) But all his exhortations were of no other effect, than to draw 
from them a declaration, that 6 they would worfhip the Lord no more, 
but would go on in their idolatry ; for they told him, that it had been 
beft with them, when they pra&ifed it m judah and Jerufalem ; that it 
was fince their leaving of it off, that all their calamities had hapned unto 
them ; and that therefore they would no more hearken unto any thing, 
that helhould deliver unto them in the name of the Lord. Whereon h the 
word of the Lord came unto the prophet denouncing utter deftr-uclion un- 
to them by the fword, and by the famine, that thereby all of them, that is 
all the men of sjudah then dwelling in Egypt, fliould be confirmed, ex- 
cepting only fome few, who fliould make their efcape into the land of 
Judah. And for a flgn hereof it was foretold unto them by the fame pro- 
phet, that Tharaoh Hop hr a King of Egypt, in whom they trufted, fliould 
be given into the hands of his enemies, who fought his life, in the fame 
mariner as Zedekiah was given into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, that 
fought his life ; that fo when this Ihould be brought to pafs in their Eyes 
they might be allured thereby, that all thefe words, which the Lord hacf 
fpoken againft them, Ihould certainly be fulfilled upon them, as according- 
ly they were about eighteen years afterwards. 

After this there is no more mention of Jeremiah. It is moft likely 
that he died in Egypt foon after, he being then much advanced in years, 
(for he had now prophefied one and forty years from the thirteenth oijq/iahj 
and alfo much broken (as we may well fuppofe) by the calamities which 
hapned to himfelf and his countrey. Tertullian, Epiphanius, Dorotheas, 
Jerom, and Zonaras tell us* that he was ftoned to death by the Jews for 
preaching againft their idolatry, and of this fome interpret St. Paul's sW- 
^rnctv, fi. e. they were floned> Heb. xi. 37. But others fay, that he was 
put to death by Pharaoh Hophra, becaufe of his prophefy againft him. But 
thefe feem to be traditions founded rather on conjecture, than on any cer- 
tain account of the matter. 

NEBDC HA D NEZZAR being returned to Babylon after the end 
of the Jewijh war, and the full fettling of his affairs in Syria and Paleftine^ 
did out of the fpoils, which he had taken in that expedition, 1 make that 



•> Jer. xliv. 1, c Vide Bocharti Phaleg. Part i, lib. 4, cap. 2,7. d Jer. .xliv. 8. ly— 19. 
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'• In the Greek verjion of 'Daniel, c. iii. 1. this is fdid to have been done in the eighteenth yearaf'K-e- 
buchadnezaar, but this is not- in the original text, for in-thai no yearat all is mentioned, and therefore 
it is moft. probable it crept. into it from fome marginal comment, for which I doubt not there. mas.fpme^tie- 
ry good authority.. Foritcould~in.no yeat.of that. Kings. reign fall.mor.t likely, and therefore according 
hereto I have here placed it. 
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golden image to the honour of Bel his God, which he did fet up, and de- 
dicate to him in the plain of 'Dura. The Hiftory of which is at large re- 
lated in the third chapter of Daniel. But how Daniel efcaped the fierv 
furnace, which his three friends on that occafion were condemned unto 
is made a matter of enquiry by fome. That he did not fall down and wor- 
Ihip the idol is moft certain, it abfolutely difagreeing with the charafteroF 
that holy religious man to make himfelf guilty offo high an offence againft 
God, as fuch a complyance would have amounted unto ; either therefore 
he was abfent, or elfe if prefent was not accufed. The latter feems moft 
probable. For Nebuchadnezzar having fummoned all his princes, coun- 
fellors, governors, captains, and all other his officers and minifters,' to be 
prefent and affifting at the folemnity of this dedication, it is not likely, that 
'Daniel, who was one of the chiefeftof them, mould be allowed to b'e ab- 
fent. That he was prefent therefore feems moft probable; but his ene- 
mies thought it fitteftnot to begin with him, becaufe of the great autho- 
rity he had with the King, but rather to fall firft on his three friends, and 
thereby pave the way for their more fuccefsful reaching of him after it' But 
what was in the interim miraculoufly done in their cafe, quafhed ail farther 
accufation about this matter, and for that reafon it was that Daniel is not 
at all fpoken of in it. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR in the twenty firft year of his reign, ac- A „ g 6 
cording to the Jewijh account, which was the nineteenth according to the N * b u- 
Babylonijh account, and the fecond from the deftrudtion of Jeru/alem chadnea " 
came again into Syria, and "laid fiege to Tyre, Ithbball being then King ™ 19 ' 
of that city ; which found him hard work for thirteen years together it 
being To long before he could make himfelf mafter of the place. For it 
was a ftrong and wealthy city, which had never as yet fubmitted to any 
foreign empire ; and was 1 of great fame in thofe days for its traffic and 
merchandife, whereby feveral of its inhabitants had made themfelves as 
great m as princes in riches and fplendor. It " was built by the Zidonians 
two hundred and forty years before the building of the temple of Solonioh 
at Jerufalem, For Zidon ° being then conquered and taken by the Thi- 
liflins oiAskalon, many of the inhabitants efcaping thence in their /hips, 
built Tyre, and therefore it was called by the prophet Ifaiah ' the daueh^ 
ter of Zidon, but it foon out-grew its mother in largenefs, riches and 
power, and was thereby enabled to withftand for fo many years the power 
of this mighty King, to whom all the Eaft had then fubmitted 

W HiLE Nebuchadnezzar lay at this liege, Nebuzaradan, the captain r o . 
of his guards, being fent out by him with part of his army, invaded the Ne 'b"- 
land of IJrael to take revenge, as it may be fuppofed, for the death of zar dneZ " 
Gedaliah, there being no other reafon why he fhould fall on the poor re- 
mains of thofe miferable people, whom he himfelf had left and fettled 
there. In which expedition * Nebuzaradan feizing upon all of the race 
of IJrael, that he could meet with in the land, made them all captives-, 
and fent them to Babylon. But they all amounted to no more than feven' 
hundred forty and five perfons, the reft having been all fledmto' E s Yfie. afc 
hath- been before related. 
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B v this laft captivity was fully compleated the defolation of the land, no 
more of its former inhabitants being now left therein. And hereby were 
alfo compleated the prophecies of Jfaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and other 
prophets relating hereto^ and particularly r that of Ezekiel, wherein God's 
forbearance of the houfe of Ifrael is limited to three hundred and ninety 
days, and his forbearance of the houfe of Judah to forty days. For taking 
the days for years according to the prophetic ltyle of Scripture, from the 
apoitacy of Jeroboam to the time of this laft captivity there will be juft three 
hundred and ninety years, and fo long God bore the idolatry of the houfe 
of Ifrael. And from the eighteenth year of Jojiah, r when the houfe of 
Judah entered into covenant with God to walk wholly in his ways, to the 
fame time will be juft forty years, and fo long God bore their walking 
contrary to that covenant. But now the ftated time of his forbearance in 
refpeft of both being fully compleated, he compleated alfo the defolation 
of both in this laft captivity, in which both had an equal lhare, part of 
them who were now carried away being of the houfe of Judah, and part 
of the houfe of Ifrael. There are others who end both the computations 
at the deftruftion of Jerufalem ; and to make their hypothefis good, they 
begin the forty years of God's forbearance of the houfe of Judah from the 
million of the prophet Jeremiah to preach repentance unto them, that is 
from the thirteenth of Jojiah, ' when he was firft called to this office, from 
which time to the laft year of Zedekiah, when Jerufalem was deftroyed, 
were exactly for tyyears And as to the three hundred and ninety years forbear- 
ance of the houfe of Ifrael, according as they compute the time from Je- 
roboams apoftacy, they make this period to fall exaftly right alfo, that is 
to contain juft three hundred and ninety years from that time to the de- 
ftruftion of Jerufalem. But this period relating purely to the houfe of 
Ifrael, as contradiftinft from the houfe of Judah in this prophefy, it can- 
not be well interpreted to end in the deftruftion of Jerufalem, in which 
the houfe of Ifraelhzd no concern. For Jerufalem was not within the 
kingdom of Ifrael, but within the kingdom of Judah, of which it was the 
metropolis, and therefore the latter only and not the former had their pu- 
nifhment in it. But this laft equally affefted both, and therefore here may 
well be ended the reckoning which belong'd to both. As to the compu- 
ting of the forty years of God's forbearance of the houfe of Judah from 
the million of Jeremiah to preach repentance unto them, it muft be ac- 
knowledged, that from thence to the deftruftion of Jerufalem the number 
of years falls exaftly right; and therefore fince " the hundred and twenty 
years of God's forbearance of the old world, is reckoned from the like 
million of Noah to preach repentance unto them, I mould be inclined to 
come into this opinion, and reckon the forty years of this forbearance of 
Judah, by the forty years of Jeremiah's like preaching of repentance un- 
to them ; but it cannot be conceived, why Ezekiel Ihould reckon the time 
of his million by anara from the eighteenth year of J of ah, (for the' thir- 
tieth year, on which he faith he was called to the prophetic office, is cer- 
tainly to be reckoned from thence) unlefs it be with refpeft to the, forty 
years of God's forbearance of the houfe of Judah in his own prophelies. 

After this Nebuzaradan w marched againft the Ammonites, and having 
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deftroyed Rabbah their royal city, and by fire and fword made great defo- 
Iation in that countrey, he carried their King, and their Princes, and moil 
of the chief of the land into captivity. And this was done by way of juft 
revenge for the part which they had in the murder of Gedaliahy the King 
of Babylon $ governor in the land of IJrael. 

And during this fiege of Tyre the other neighbouring nations, that is 
the 'Philiftines, the Moabites, the Edomites, and the Zidonians, feem alfo 
to have been harafled and broken by the excurfions of the Babylonians, 
and to have had all thpfe judgments executed upon them, which we find 
in the prophecies of * Jeremiah and y Exekiel to have been denounced 
againft them. 

In the fourteenth year after the deftrucfion of Jerufa/em, which was the An.<m. 
twenty fifth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin, were revealed unto the Nebu- 
prophet Ezekiel all thofe vifions and prophefies concerning the future 3 T. Z " 
ftate of the church of God, which we have from the xl" 1 chapter of his ' 
prophefies to the end of that . book.. 

This fame year the judgments, which God had denounced by the 
mouth of his prophets againft Tharaoh Hophra, or Apries, King of Egypt, 
began to operate againft him. For * the Cyrenians, a colony of the Greeks, 
that had fettled in Africa, having taken from the Libyans (a neighbour- 
ing nation lying between them and the Egyptians, and bordering upon 
both) a great part of their land, and divided it among themfelves, theZz- 
byans made a furrender both of themfelves and their countrey into the 
hands of Apries to obtain his protection. Hereon Apries fent a great ar- 
my into Libya to wage war againft the Cyrenians, which having the mif- 
fortune to be beaten and overthrown in battel, were almoft all cut off and 
deftroyed, fo that very few of them efcaped the carnage, and returned a- 
gain into Egypt, whereon the Egyptians entertaining an opinion, that this 
army was fent by Apr ies. into Libya of purpole to be deftroyed, that he 
might, when rid of them, with the more eafe and fecurity govern the reft, 
became fo incenfed againft him, that a great many of them imbodying to- 
gether revolted from him. Apries hearing of this, fent Amajis an officer 
of his court to appeafe them, and reduce them again to their duty. But 
while he wasfpeaking to them, they put on his head the enfigns of royal- 
ty and declared him their King, which he accepting of, flayed among 
them and encreafed the revolt ; at which Apries being much incenfed fenc 
<Paterbemis another officer of his court, and one of the firft rank among 
his followers, to arreft Amajis, and bring him unto him, which he not be- 
ing able to effea in the midft of fo great an army of confpirators as he 
found about him, was on his return very cruelly and unworthily treated 
by Apries. For out of anger for his not effbaing that for which he fent 
him, tho' he had no power to accomplifh it, he outragioufly commanded 
his ears and hisnofe to be immediately cut off. Which wrong and indig- 
nity offered to a perfon of his character and worth, fo incenfed the reft of 
the Egyptians, that they almoft alljoyned with the confpirators in a gene- 
ral revolt from him. Whereon Apries being forced to flee, made his efcape 
into the upper Egypt towards the borders of Ethiopia, where he main- 
tained himfelf for fome years, while Awajtsheld all the reft. 
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An. s73- .But whilethis Wasadoingin Egypt,**, length * in the twenty fixth year 
Nebu- c f the captivity of Jehoiachin, which was the fifteenth after the deitructi- 
zurtT" on-df Jemtfaleni, Nebuchadnezzar .made himfelf mailer of Tyre, after a 
fiege of " thirteen years continuance, and utterly deftroyed the place, that 
is the city, which was on the .continent, the rains of which were after- 
wards called fPate-Tyms, anold Tyre. But before it came to this extre- 
mity, -the inhabitants had .removed moft iof .their ■effects into an ifland a- 
baut'halfaTOtle diftant from the Ihore, and there built them a new city. 
And therefore when Nebuchadnezzar 'entered that, which 'he had folong 
befieged, he found little there wherewith to reward his Soldiers in the 
fpoil of the place, which they had fo long laboured to take, and therefore 
wrecking hisanger upon the buildings, and the few iriha'bifarits'Who were 
left in :thom, he rafed the whole town 'to the -ground, and flew all he 
found therein. After this it never -more recovered its former glory, but 
the city on 'the ifland became the 2jy>-<?>that was afterwards fo famous by 
that name ; the other on the continent -never riflngany higher, than to be- 
come a village by the name of old Tyre, as <was Ibeforefaid. That it Was 
this Tyre only that Nebuchadnezzar befieged, and not the <ofher on the 
ifland, appears from the description of the fiege, which we have in Eze- 
kiel. For thereby we find that Nebuchadnezzar made c a fort againft the 
place, and casft up a mount againft it, «nd erected d engins of battery to 
break down its walls, which could not be faid of the Tyre on the ifland. 
For chat was all Surrounded by the fea. And that he alfo took and utter- 
ly deftroy'd that city, appears likewife fom the writings ' of the fame 
prophet. But that the city on the ifland thenefcaped this fate is manifeft 
from t\ieTheetUc4au\\\&<m^s. For in them after the death of Ithobal (who 
was f flainin the conclufion of this war) we are told, 8 that Baal facceed- 
ed in the kingdom, and reigned ten years, and that after him fucceeded 
feverai temporary magiftt ates one after another, who by the name of Judges 
bad the government of the place. It is moft probable that after Nebuchad- 
nezzar - had taken and deftroyed the old town, thofe who had retired into 
the ifland came to terras and fubmitted to him, and that thereon Baal was 
deputed to be their King under him, and reigned ten years : That at the 
end of the faid ten years, (which hapned in the very year that Nebuchad- 
nezzar was again reftored after his diftraftion) Baal being then dead or 
depofed, the government, to make it the more dependent on the Babylo- 
nians, was changed into that of temporary magiltrates ; -who, inftead of 
the name of Kings, had only that of Sujfetes or Judges given unto them 
which was a name well known among the Carthaginians, who were de- 
fended of the Tyrians, for fo h their chief magiftrates were called. It had 
its derivation from the Hebrew word Shophetim, i. e. Judges, which was 
the very name, whereby the chief governors of Ifrael were called for fe- 
veral generations, before they had Kings. And under this fort of govern- 
ment the Tyrians feem to have continued for feveral years after, till they 
were reftored to their former ftate by 'Darius Hyftajpis feventy years af- 
ter, as will in its proper place be hereafter related. 



Ezekiel xxix. 17. * Jofeph. Antiq. lib. 10. c. 11. & contra A'pionem lib 1 ■= Ezekiel 

i. 8. * Ezekiel xxvi. 9. c E2ekiel xxvi . 4 . & Q ... I2 . f Ev , kM xxv;i . § _ ^ 

Jofeph. contra Apionem lib. 1. •> Livius, lib. 2.8. Sujfetes eorum qui fummus cjl Pcenis 

gigratus. Vide.etiam ejuldqm librum 30 & librum 34, ubi'de Suffetibus ut de fummo apud 
•thaginenfes Magiftratu mentio fit. 
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A n d here I cannot but obferve, how exactly the chronology ofl the Phcey. 
nician annals agreeth with that of the holy Scriptures. Ezekiel placeth the 
taking of Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar in the twenty fixth year of the capti- 
vity of Jeboiacbin. For in the firft month, and in the firft day of the month 
of the twenty feventh year, hefpeaketh (ch. xxix. 17, 18, &c.) of that city 
as newly taken by Nebuchadnezzar* and therefore the taking of it mult 
have been in the year before, that is in the twenty fixth of the faid capti- 
vity. This fell in the '' thirty fecond year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar 
according to the Babylonijh account ; from which year, according to 'Pto- 
lemy's cannon, the firft year of Cyrus at Babylon will be the thirty fixth, and 
fo according to the Phoenician annals will it be exactly the fame. For k . 
according to them, after the taking of T^re by Nebuchadnezzar, Baal had 
the government of it ten years, Ecuibaltwo months, Chelbes ten months, 
Abbar chree months, Mitgonus and Geraftratus fix years, Balator one year, 
A/erball four years, and Hirom twenty years, in whofe fourteenth year fay 
the fame annals Cyrus began his empire. And putting all thefe together, 
the fourteenth of Hirom will be exactly the.thirty fixth year from the thirty 
fecond of Nebuchadnezzar, which was the twenty fixth of the captivity of 
Jeboiacbin, the year according to Ezekiel in which Tyre was taken. And 
therefore it doth hereby appear, that the faid Phoenician annals place the 
taking of Tyre in the very fame year, that Ezekiel doth. For the twenty 
fixth year from the captivity of Jeboiacbin computed downward, in which 
Ezekiel placeth it, and the thirty fixth year from the fourteenth of Hirom 
computed upward, in which the Phoenician annals place it, will be exact- 
ly the fame year. 

NE B V CHAD NE ZZAR and his army having ferved fo long be- 
fore Tyre, 1 till every head was bald, and every Jhoulder jpeeled, through 
rhe length and hardfhip of the war, and gotten little on the taking of the 
place to reward him and his army for their fervice, in executing the wrath 
of God upon the place, by reafon that the Tyrians had faved the beft of 
their effects in the ifland, God did by the prophet Ezekiel promife them 
the fpoils of Egypt. And accordingly this very fame year immedi- 
ately after this fiege was over, Nebuchadnezzar taking the advantage of the 
inteftine divifions which were then in that countrey, by reafon of the re- 
volt of Amajis, marched with his army thither ; and overrunning the whole 
land from m Migdol or Magdolum, (which is at the firft entring into Egypt J 
even to Syene, ( which is at the fartheft end of it towards the borders of 
Ethiopia) he made " a miferable ravage and devaftation therein, flaying 
multitudes of the inhabitants, andreducing a great part of the countrey to 
fuch a defolation, as it did not recover from in 0 forty years after. After 
this Nebuchadnezzar having loaded himfelf and his army with the rich 
fpoils of this countrey, and brought it all in fubjection to him, he came to 



■ For the 37th year of the captivity of Jchoiachin being the loft (which was the 43 'J year of the reign 
of Nebuchadnezzar, (?. Kings xxv. 17. & Jer. lii. 31.) the z6< k 'yeur of the faid captivity mufi be in 
the 33J of Nebuchadnezzar. k Jofeph. contra Apionem, lib. 1. ' Ezekiel xxix. 18— 20. 

i& xxx. 1 — 19. m Ezekiel xxx. 6. Where obferve this pajfage [from the To wer of Syene ] in 

the Englifli tranftationofthe Bible is wrong tranflated. For the Hebrew word Migdol, which is there 
.tranflated Tower, is the name of the city Magdolum, which was at the entrance of 'Egypt from Pale- 
fline, i. e. at the hither end of Egypt, whereas Syene was at the other end upon the borders of Ethio- 
pia, the tranflatian ought to be thus, [from Migdol to Syene~\ that is, from one end of Egypt to the 
ether. « Ezekiel xxix. 30, 31, 32. » Ezekiel xxix. 3. •■/','"< ' 
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terms with. Amafis, and having confirmed him in the kingdom as his depu- 
ty, tfetttrnod'to Babylon. ft <■ 

DuttiNG this ravage of the land of Egypt by the Babylonians, molt of 
the Jews, who had fled thither after the murder of Gedaliah, fell into their 
hands, p Many of then* they flew, Others they carried captive with them 
«o Babylon. The few that efcaped faved themfelves by fleeing out of 
Egypt? tttid afterwards fettled again in their own land at the end of the 
captivity. M . 

Afte & Nebuchadnezzar was gone out of Egypt, Apries creeping colt 
Nebu-° of his hiding places got towards the fea-coafts, moft likely into the parts 
chadnez- Q f Libya, and there ' hiring an army of Cartons, lonians, and other fo- 
2ar 3f ' reigners, marched againft Amafis, and gave him battel near the city of 
Memphis, in which being vanquished and taken prifoner he was carried to 
the city of Sais, and there llrangled in his own palace. And hereby were 
compleated all the prophefies. of the prophets ' Jeremiah and * Ezekiel, 
which they had foretold both concerning him and his people, efpecially 
that of Jeremiah relating to his death, whereby it was forefhewn, « That 
God woteldgive Pharaoh Hophra King <?/Egypt into the hands of his ene- 
mies and into the hand of them that fought his life, as he gave Zedekiah 
King 0/Judah into the hand ^Nebuchadnezzar his enemy that fiught his 
life. Which was exa^Iy fulfilled on his being taken prifoner, and ^execu- 
ted by Amafis in the manner as I have faid. It is remarked of him" by He- 
rodotus, that he was of that pride and high conceit of himfelf, as to vaunt, 
that it was not in the power of God himfelf to difpoflefs him of his king- 
dom, fo furely he thought himfelf eftablilhed in it ; and agreeably hereto 
is it, that the prophet Ezekiel charged him with faying, w The river is 
mine and I have made it. For the twenty years of his reign' he had 
enjoyed as prosperous a fortune as moil of his predeceffbrs, havitig * had 
many fuceelfes againft the Gypriots, the Zidoniaiis, and T'hiliftins,, and o- 
ther nations, but after he took on himfelf, Caligula like, to be thought as 
a God, he felPfrom his foumer ftate,, and made that miserable exirwhich 
I have related. After his death y Amafis without any farther oppofition be- 
came poflefled of the whdle Wngdorit crf i^/?, and held it from the death 
of Apries forty four years. This hapned 1 in the nineteenth year after the 
defflrue^ion ofcjerufdlem. 

lis the fem* nineteenth year NebHtchaMezzaf being returned from this 
Egyptian expedition to BaSykm had^there the dream of the wonderful great 
tree, and the cutting dbwn- thereof* of which, ahd the interpretation of it, 
there is a fult account iri- the W» chapter of Daniel. r 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR bemgnow at reft from alI ; hrewaTS,and in 
full'peace at home, applied himfelf to tfcefinimmg of Ms buildings; at Babylon. 
* Semiramis is faid by feme, '-aid • Be fie* by others, to have firft founded 
this city— But. by whomfoever it was-firft founded, it was Nebuchadnez- 
zar that made it one of the wonders, of the world. The b moft famous 
works therein were, i/?, The waUs.of.the city : idly, The temple of Belus: 

p Jer. xJiv. 275,28. q.Heradoms, lib. 1. • Biodorus Siculus, lib. I. part 2. m i 

»• 'Cbap\ xliii, xliV, xlv. r Ciag. xxix,.xxx, xanjijixaaSi: « Jer. xliv; 30. * Herodotus, lib. 2. 
w Ezek. xxix.,9. ,., . * Herodoms,,lib. 2. Etiodprus Siculus, lib. 1. part x. Jer. xlv.ii. i, 
. • y Herodotus* Ibid. Diodorus, Ibid. > Herodotus,, lib. 1. Ctefias. J'uflinUib.-i. c. a. 

' » Q: Curtitis,' lib. f. c. I. Abydenus ex Megafihene apud Eufeb. Praep. Evang; Eb. 9. 
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His palace, and the hanging gardens in it : ^thly, The banks of the 
river: And $thly, The artificial lake, and. artificial canals made for the 
draining of that river. In the magnificence and expence of which works 
he much exceeded whatfoever had been done by any King before him. 
And excepting the walls of China nothing like it hath been fince attempt- 
ed, whereby any one elfe can be equall'd to him herein. 

i/?, The walls were every way prodigious. For they c were in thick- 
neis eighty feven foot, in height three hundred and fifty foot, and in com- 
pafs four hundred eighty furlongs, which make fixty of our Miles. This 
is Herodotus'* account of them, who was himfelf at Babylon, and is the an- 
cientefl author that hath wrote of this matter. And altho' there are others 
that differ from him herein, yet the mofl, that agree in any meafures of 
thofe walls, give us d the fame, or very near the fame that he doth. Thofe 
who lay the height of them at fifty cubits, fpeakof them only as they were 
after the time of ''Darius Hyjiafpis. For the Babylonians having revolted 
from him, and in confidence of their flrong walls flood out againfl him 
in a long fiege, after he had taken the place, to e prevent their rebellion 
for the future, he took away their gates, and beat down their walls to the 
height laft mentioned, and beyond this they were never after railed. Thefe 
walls were drawn round the city in the form of f an exaft fquare, each fide 
of which was an hundred and twenty furlongs, or fifteen miles in length, 
and 8 all built of large bricks cemented together with bitumen, a glutinous 
flime arifing out of the earth in that countrey, which binds, in building 
much ftronger and firmer than lime, and foon grows much harder than 
the brick or flones themfelves, which they cement together. Thefe walls 
were furrounded on the outfide with a vaft ditch filled with water, and 
lined with bricks on both fides, after the manner of a fcarpe or counter- 
fcarpe, and the earth which was dug out of it made the bricks wherewith 
the walls were built ; and therefore from the vait height and breadth of 
the walls may be inferred the greatnefs of the ditch. In every fide of this 
great fquare were twenty five gates, that is an hundred in all, which were 
all made of folid brafs ; and hence it is, that when God promifed to Cyrus 
the conqueft of Babylon, he tells him, That he would break in pieces before 
him the gates of brafs. (Ifaiah xlv. 2,. ) Between every two of thefe gates 
were three towers, and four more at the four corners of this great fquare, 
and three between each of thefe corners and the next gate on either fide 
and every one of thefe towers was ten foot higher than the walls. But 
this is to be underftood only h of thofe parts of the wall where there was 
need of towers. For fome parts of them lying againfl morafTes always full 
of water, where they could not be approached by an enemy, they had there 
no need of any towers at all for their defence, and therefore in them there 
were none built. For the whole number of them amounted to no more 
than two hundred and fifty, whereas had the fame uniform order been ob- 
ferved in their difpofition all round, there mufl have been many more. 
From the twenty five gates in each fide of this great fquare went twenty 
five llreets in ftreight lines to the gates, which were directly over againfl 
them in the other fide oppofite to it. So that the whole number of the 



« Herodotus, lib. i. <i Plinius, lib. 6. c. 26. Philoftratus, lib. 1. c. 18. « Herodotus, lib. 3. 
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ftreets were fifty, each fifteen miles long, whereof twenty five went one 
way, and twenty five the other, ; direftly crofting each other at right An- 
gles. And befides thefe there were alfo four half greets, which were 
built but of one fide, as having the wall on the other. Thefe went round 
the four fides of the city next the walls, and " were each of them two hun- 
dred foot broad, the reft were about an hundred and fifty. By thefe 
ftreets thus crofting each other the whole city was cut out into fix hundred 
feventy fix fquares, each of which was four furlongs and an half on every 
fide, that is two miles and a quarter in compafs. Round thefe fquares on 
every fide towards the ftreets flood the houfes all built three or four Ho- 
nes high, and beautified ' with all manner of adornments towards the flreets. 
The fpace within, in the middle of each fquare, was all void ground, em- 
ployed for yards, gardens, and other fuch ufes. A branch of the river 
Euphrates did run quite crofs the city, entring in on the north fide, and 
going out on the fouth, over which in the middle of the city was a bridge 
of "a furlong in length, and thirty foot in breadth, built with ■ wonderful 
art to fupply the defeftof a foundation in the bottom of the river, which 
was all fandy. At the two ends of the bridge were ° two palaces, the old 
palace on the eaft fide, and the new palace on the weft fide of the river ; 
the former of thefe took up p four of the fquares above-mentioned, and 
the other 1 nine of them. And the temple of Be/us, which ftood next the 
old palace, took up another of thefe fquares. The whole city flood on a 
' large flat or plain, in a very fat and deep foil. That part ofit r which was on 
the eaft fide of the river was the old city, the other on the weft fide was 
added by Nebuchadnezzar. Both together were included within thatvaft 
fquare I have mentioned. The pattern hereof feemeth to have been ta- 
ken from Nini-veh, that having beenexaftly ' four hundred and eighty fur- 
longs round, as this was. For Nebuchadnezzar having in conjunction with 
his father deftroyed that old royal feat of the AJfyrian empire, refolved to 
make this, which he intended Ihould fucceed it in that dignity, altogether as 
large ; only whereas Niniueh was' in the form of a parallelogram, he made 
Babylon in that of an exaft fquare, which figure rendred it fomewhat the 
larger of the two. To fill this great and large city with inhabitants, was 
the reafon that Nebuchadnezzar out of Judea, and other conquered coun- 
tries, carried fo great a number of captives thither. And could he have 
made it as populous, as it was great, there was no countrey in all the eaft 
could, better than that in which it ftood, have maintained fo great a num- 
ber of people as muft then have been in it. For the fertility of this pro- 
vince was fo great, that w it yielded to the Terjlan Kings, during their 
reign over AJia, half as much as did all that large empire befides, the com- 
mon return of their tillage being between two and three hundred fold e- 
very crop. But it never hapned to have been x fully inhabited, it not ha- 



• ' Herodotus, lib. I. k Two pletlira, faith Diodorus, that is, two hundred foot, for a plethrum 
contained one hundred foot. 1 Herodotus, lib. i. m Strabo faith, that the river which 

faffed thorough Babylon was a furlong broad, (lib. id.) But Diodorus faith (lib. 2,.) that the bridge 
was five furlongs long, if fo, it muft be much longer than the riverwas broad. * Diodorus Sic. lib. 2. 
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ving had time enough to grow up thereto. For within twenty five years 
after the death of Nebuchadnezzar the royal feat of the empire was remo- 
ved from thence to Shttjhan by Cyrus, which did pur. an end to the grow- 
ing glory of Babylon, for after that it never more flourifhed. When A- 
lexander came to Babylon, Curtius tells us, * no more than ninety furlongs 
of it was then built, which can no otherwife be underflood than of fo 
much in length, and if we allow the breadth to be as much as the length, 
(which is the utmoft that can be allowed) it will follow, that no more 
than eight thoufand one hundred fquare furlongs were then built upon, 
but the whole fpace within the walls contained fourteen thoufand four 
hundred fquare furlongs, and therefore there muft have been fix thoufand 
three hundred fquare furlongs that were unbuilt, which Curtius * tells us 
were plow'd and fown. And befides this the houfes were not contiguous, 
but all built with a void fpace on each fide, between houfe and houfe. 
And the fame hiftorian tells us, this was done becaufe this way of building 
feemed to them the fafeft. His words are, Ac ne totam quidem urbem 
teb1isoccupa-uerunt,per nonagintaftadia habit atur, nec omnia continua funt 
credo quia tutius vifum eft pluribus locis fpargi; i. e. Neither was the 
-whole city built upon, for the /pace of ninety furlongs it was inhabited, but 
the houfes were not contiguous, becaufe they thought it fafeft to be dijperfed 
in many places dift ant from each other. Which words [they thought it fa- 
feft] are to be underflood, not as if they did this for the better fecuring 
of their houfes from fire, as fome interpret them, but chiefly for the bet- 
ter preferving of health. For hereby in cities fituated in fuch hot coun- 
tries thofe fuffocations and other inconveniencies are avoided, which mult 
neceflarily attend fuch as there dwell in houfes clofely built together. For 
which reafon Delhi the capital of India, and feveral other cities in thofe 
warmer parts of the world, are thus built; the ufage of thofe places be- 
ing, that fuch a ftated fpace of ground be left void between every houfe 
and houfe, that is built in them. And old Rome was built after the fame 
manner. So that putting all this together it will appear, that Babylon was 
fo large a city rather in fcheme than in reality. For according to this ac- 
count it muft be by much the larger part that was never built, and there- 
fore in this refpecl: it muft give place to Niniveh, which was as many furl 
longs in circuit as the other, and without any void ground in it that we 
are told of. And the number of its infants at the fame time, which could 
not difcern between their right hand and their left, which the Scriptures 
tell us were an hundred and twenty thoufand in the time of Jonah doth 
fufficiently prove it was fully inhabited. It was intended indeed, that 2?<z- 
bylon fhould have exceeded it in every thing. But; Nebuchadnezzar did 
not live long enough, nor the Babylonijh empire laft long enough to finifh 
the fcheme that was firft drawn of it. 

The next great work of Nebuchadnezzar at Babylon was the ' temple 
ofBelus. But that which was moft remarkable in it was none of his work* 
but was built many ages before. It was a wonderful tower that flood in 
the middle of it. At the foundation * it was a fquare of a furlong on each 
fide, that is an half of a mile in the whole compafs, and confifted of eight 
towers one built above over the other. Some following a miftake of the 



* Q. Curtius, Kb. j-. ex. 
■ Herodotus, lib. x. 



r Berofijs apud Joftphum Antitj. lib. jp. c . it.. 

Latin 



7« 



Connection of the History of Part I. 



Latin verfion of Herodotus, wherein the loweft of thefe towers is faid 
to be a furlong thick and a furlong high, will have each of thefe tow- 
ers to have been a furlong high, which amounts to a mile in the whole. 
But the Greek of Herodotus, which is the authentic text of that author, 
faith no fuch thing, but only that it was a furlong long and a furlong 
broad, without mentioning any thing of its height at all. And Strabo 
in his defcription of it, calling it a pyramid, becaufe of its decreafing or 
benching-in at every tower, 1 faith of the whole, that it was a furlong high, 
and a furlong on every fide. To reckon every tower a furlong, and the 
whole a mile high, would fliock any man's belief, were the authority of 
both thefe authors for it, much more when there is none at all. Taking 
it only as it is defcribed by Strabo it is prodigious enough. For accord- 
ing to his dimenfions only, without adding any thing farther, it was one 
of the wonderfulleft works in the world, and much exceeding the greatefl: 
of the pyramids of Egypt, which hath been thought to excel all other 
works in the world belides. For b although it fell ftiort of that pyramid at 
the bafis, (where that was a fquare of feven hundred foot on every fide, 
and this but of fix hundred) yet it far exceeded it in the height, the per- 
pendicular meafure of the faid pyramid being no more than four hundred 
eighty one foot, whereas that of the other was full fix hundred, and there- 
fore it was higher than that pyramid by one hundred and nineteen foot, 
which is one quarter of the whole. And therefore it was not without rea- 
fon, that c Bochartus aflerts it to have been the very fame tower which 
was there built at the confufion of tongues. For it was prodigious enough 
to anfwer the Scriptures defcription of it ; and it is particularly attefted 
by feveral Authors, to have been all built d of bricks and bitumen, as the 
Scriptures tell us the tower of Babel was. Herodotus faith, that the going 
up to it was by flairs on the outfide round it, from whence it feems moll 
likely, that the whole afeent to it was by the benching-in drawn in a 
Hoping line from the bottom to the top eight times round it ; and that 
this made the appearance of eight towers one above another, in the 
fame manner as we have the tower of Babel commonly defcribed in 
pictures* faving only, that whereas that is ufually piaur'd round, this 
was fquare. For fuch a benching-in drawn in a flope eight times round, 
in manner as aforefaid, would make the whole feem on every fide as con- 
fifiing of eight towers, and the upper tower to be fo much lefs than that 
next below it, as the bread ch of the benching-in amounted to. Thefe eight 
towers being as fo many ftories one above another, were "each of them fe- 
venty five foot high, and in them were many great rooms with arched 
roofs fupported by pillars. All which were made parts of the temple after 
the tower became confecrated to that idolatrous ufe. The uppermost llo- 
ry of all was that which was moil faered, and where their chiefeit devoti- 
ons were performed. Over the whole on the top of the tower was ■ an 
obfervatory, by the benefit of which it was, that the Babylonians advanced 
their sfcill m aftronomy beyond all other nations, and came to fo early a 
perfection in it as is related. For when Alexander took Babylon; Calift- 
henes the philofopher, who accompanied him thither, found they had aftro- 
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nomical obfervations for 19&3 year's backward from that time, which car- 
rieth up the account as high as the one hundred and fifteenth year after the 
flood, which was Within fifteen years after the tower of Babel was built. For 
the eonfufion of tongues, which followed immediately after the budding 
of that tower, hapned in the year Wherein Teleg was born* which was an 
hundred and one years after the flood, and fourteen years after that thefe 
obfervations began. This account Galifihenes tent from Babylon into Greece 
to his mailer Arifiotle, as Simplicius from the authority of Torphyry deli- 
vers it tltieo US in his fecdnd book 'ZJeCoelo. Till the time of Nebachad- 
nezaartnt temple otBelus contained no more than this tower only, and 
the fooifism it fervid all the occafions of that idolatrous worfliip. But f hd 
enlarged it by vaft buildings erefted round it in 6 a fquare of two furlongs 
ortevdryfide, and a mile in circumference, which was one thoufand eight 
hundred foot more than h the fquare of the temple oijerufalem. For that 
'Was bat ihree thoufand foot round, whereas this was, according to this 
accd"tmt, fotir thoufand eight hundred. And on the outfide df all thefe 
buildings there was a wall enclofing the whole, which may be fuppofed to 
have bee"fi of equal extent With the fquare in which it flood, that is, two 
fittlcs anda half iff cofftpafs, in which were feveral gates leading into thd 
temple, ali 1 of fotid brafs, and the brazen fea, the brazeh pillars, and the 
other brazen veflels, whieh were carried to Babylon from the temple of 
Jerufaletn, feeta to have been employed to. the making of them. For it 
is faid* that Nebuchadnezzar didput all the facred veflels which he carri* 
cd from JerufaleM k frttd the houfe of his God at Babylon, that is, into this 
houfeor temple of Bel. For that was the name of the great God of thd 
Babylonians. He isftippofed toifaave been the fame with Nimrdd, and to 
have} been called Bel from his dominfionj and Nimrod from' his rebellion^ 
For Bel, or Baal, Which is the fame hamey^flghifyeth(Z.077/j and Nirhrod 
a Rebel ift tMje'toiJb and Chaldean languages ; the former was his Baby-, 
Ittnijb name by reafbn of his emphfe in that place* and the latter his Scri* 
ptutename by reafonof Ms rebellion^ in revolting from God to follow his 
owffi Wicked deftgns. This temple ito'od/txH thtr time df Xerxes, but bet 
<a» his' return ftomi Ms Grecian expedition,. 11 demolifhed the whole of it* 
and laid it all inrubbifti, having firft plundered it of all its immenfe riches, 
amfdsg Which werefeveuatimagesidr ftatues Of mafly gold, and one of them 
is faid by ™ tD'todarits -Sieulus toihaVe been forty foot high, which might 
perchance have been; that, which Nebuchadnezzar confeci-ated in the plains 
of ttarat. Nebuchadnezzar's golden image is> faid indeed in Scripture td 
have been fixty cubits, ii e. ninety foot high, but chat muftbe underftood 
of thd image and pedeftal both together. For that imarge being faid to 
have been but fix cubits broad or thick* it is) impofiible that the imagd 
couldf have beea fixty cubits high. For chat makes its height td be tee 
times? ie& brdadthi or thfeknefs,v whiteh exceeds all the proportions of amarcy . 
nd>marfs:height being afcdve fix! times' his thicknefs, meafu'ring the flender-' 
eit man living at hte wai& But where the btdadth of thisi image was mda- 
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fured is riot faid, perchance it was from ftioulder tofhoulder, and then the 
proportion of fix cubits breadth will bring down the heighth exadly to the 
mealure which Diodorus hath mentioned. For the ufual height of a man 
being four and a half of his breadth between the moulders, if the image, 
were fix cubits broad between the fhouldersj it mult according to. this pro- 
portion have been twenty feven cubits high, which is forty foot: and an! 
half. Befides Diodorus " tells us, that this image, of forty foot high con^ 
tained a thoufand Babylonijh talents of gold, which according to 'Pollux 
(who in his Onomajiicon reckons a Babylonijh talent: to contain feven thou* 
fand Attic drachma's, /. e. eight hundred feventy five ounces) ° amounts to 
three millions and a half of our money. But if we advance the height of 
the ftatue to ninety foot without the pedeftal, it will :encreafe the value 
to a fum incredible, and therefore it is neceflary to take the pedeftal alfo 
into the height mentioned hy 'Daniel. Other images and facred.utenfils 
were alfo in that temple, all of folid t gold. Thofe that are particularly 
mentioned by Diodorus contain five thoufand and thirty talents, which 
with the thoufand talents in the image above-mentioned r amount to above 
one and twenty millions of our money. Arid befides this we may welt 
fuppofe the: value of as much more in treafure and utenfils not mentioned, 
which wasavaftfum. But it was the collection of near two. . thoufand 
years. For fo long that temple had flood. All this Xerxes took away, 
when he deftroyed it. And perchance to recruit himfelf with the. plunder; 
after the vaft expence which he had: been at in his-. Grecian expedition, 
was that which chiefly excited him to the deftruetiori of it, what other tea* 
fon foever might be pretended for it. Alexander, oxi his return, to Baby- 
lon from his 7«^«iexpedition *:pufpofed (again to have rebuilt it, and. in 
order hereto ' he. did -fet ten thoufand men on work to rid the. place; of its 
rubbifh, but after they had laboured herein two months Alexander :died, 
before they had perfected much of the undertaking. And this did put an 
end to all-farther proceedings in that defign. . Had: he lived, andr rriade. 
that city the feat of his empire, as it' was > p fuppOfed he would, the; glory 
of Babylon would no'doubt iftave been /advanced by him to theiutmoft 
height that ever Nebuchadnezzar intended to have: brought it to, and 
would again have been the Queen oftheieafl. • i t. ■■. 

Next this! temple ? ohthefame eaflfide of the river flood the old palace: 
of the Kings of Babylon, ibeing: four rniles iin \ compafs. ^Exactlyrover. againfl 
it on the other fide of the river *» flood the new palace, and, this -was: that 
' which Nebuchadnezzar built. Itjwasibur times :as big' as the former, as 
being f eight , miles in compafs.- It was furrounded with three walls, ..one 
within another, and fir ongly fortified-according to the way of thofe" tirhes. 
But what was mofl wonderful in it were, the hanging gardens, which: were 
of fo celebrated a name among the Greeks. Theyr' contained a fquare of 
four plethra (that is of four hundred rfo'ot). on every fide, and t were, car-; 
rie.d up. aloft into the air, in the mariner of feveral large terrafTes . one .above, 
another,. till the highefl equalled the:hejght of the walls of the city. ; r The 
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afcent was from terrafs to terrafs by flairs ten foot wide. The whole pile 
was fuftained by vaft arches built upon arches one above another, and 
ftxengthened by a wall furrounding it on every fide of twenty two foot 
thicknefs. The floors of every one of thefe terrafles were laid in the fame 
manner, which was thus .- On the top of the arches were firft laid large 
flat ftones fixteen foot long and four broad, and over them was a layer of 
reed mix'd with a great quantity of bitumen ; over which were two rows 
of bricks clofely cemented together by plaifter, and then over all were laid 
thick meets of lead, and laftly upon the lead was laid the mould of the 
garden. And all this floorage was contrived to keep the moitiure of the 
mould from running away down through the arches. The mould or earth 
laid hereon was of that depth, as to have room enough for the greateft 
trees to take rooting in it, and fuch were planted all over it in every ter- 
rafs, as were alfo all other trees, plants, and flowers, that were proper for 
a garden of pleafure. In the upper terrafs there was an aquseduct or en- 
gine, whereby water was drawn up out of the river, which from thence 
watered the whole garden. Amyitis the wife of Nebuchadnezzar having 
been bred in Media, (for me was the daughter of Aftyages, the King of 
that countrey, as hath been before related) had been much taken with the 
mountainous and woody parts of that countrey, and therefore defired to 
have fomething like it at Babylon, and to gratify her herein was the reafon 
of erefting this monftrous work of vanity. 

The other works attributed to him by » Berofus and w Abydenus were 
the banks of the river, and the artificial canals, and artificial lake, which 
were made for dreining of it in the times of the overflows. For * on the 
coming on of thefummer the fun melting the fnow on the mountains of 
Armenia, from thence there is always a great overflow of water during 
the months of June, July, imdAuguj?, which running into the Euphrates 
makes it overflow all its banks during that feafon, in the fame manner as* 
doth the river Kile in Egypt, whereby the city and countrey of Babylon 
fuffering great damage, for » the preventing hereof he did a great way up 
the ftream cut out of it on the eaft fide two artificial canals, thereby to 
drain off thefe overflowings into the Tigris before they mould reach Ba~ 
by Ion, The * far theft of thefe was the current which did run into the Ti- 
gris near Seleucia, and the other that which taking its courfe between the 
laft mentioned and Babylon, difcharged it felf into the fame river over a- 
gainft Apamia ; which being very large and navigable for great Veflels ■ was 
from thence called Naharmalcha s that is in the Chaldean language, the 
Royal River. This is faid to have been made by b Gobaris or Gobrias 
who being the governor of the province had the overfeeing of the work 
committed to his care, and feemeth to have been the fame, who after- 
wards on a great wrong done him revolted from the Babylonians to Cyrus 
as will be hereafter related. And for the farther fecuring of the countrey 
Nebuchadnezzar built c alfo prodigious banksof brick and bitumen on each 
fide of the river to keep it within its channel, which d were carried along 
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from the head of the faid canals down to the city, and fome way below ic. 
But the moft wonderful part of the work was within the city it felf. For 
there c on each fide of the river he built from the bottom of it a great wall 
for its bank of brick and bitumen, which was of the fame thicknefs with 
the walls of the city, and over againft every ftreet that crofled the faid ri- 
ver he made on each fide a brazen gate in the faid wall, and flairs leading 
down from it to the river, from whence the citizens ufed to pafs by boat 
from one fide to the other, which was the only paflage they had over the 
river, till the bridge was built, which I have above mentioned. The gates 
were open by day, but always mut by night. And this prodigious work 
1 was carried on on borh fides of the river to the length of an hundred and 
fixty furlongs, which is twenty miles of our meafure, and therefore mufl 
have been begun two miles and an half above the city, and continued 
down two miles and an half below it. For thorough the city was no more 
than fifteen miles. While thefe banks were a building the river was turn'd 
another way. For which purpofe to the weft of Babylon 6 was made a 
prodigious artificial lake, which was h according to the loweft computati- 
on forty miles iquare and an hundred and fixty in compafs, and in depth 
thirty five foot, faith Herodotus* feventyfive, faith Megajihenes. The for- 
mer feems to meafure from the furface of the fides, and the other from 
the top of the banks that were caft up upon them. And into this lake 
was the whole river turned by an artificial canal cut from the weft fide of 
it, till all the faid work was finifhed, and then it was returned again into 
its own former channel. But that the faid river in the time of its increafe 
might not through the gates above mentioned overflow the city, this lake 
with the canal leading thereto was lull preferved, and proved the beft, and 
the ffioit effectual means to prevent it. For whenever the river rofe to 
fuch an height, as to endanger this overflowing, it always difcharged it felf 
by this canal into the lake, through a paflage in the bank of the river at the 
head of the faid canal, made there of a pitch fit for this purpofe, whereby 
it was prevented from ever rifing any higher below that place. And the 
water received into the lake at the time of thefe overflowings was there 
kept all the year, as in a common refervatory for the benefit of the coun- 
trey, to be let out by fluices at all convenient times for the watering of 
the 4ands below it. So it equally ferved the convenience of Babylon, and 
alfo the convenience of that part of the province, in improving their lands, 
and snaking them the more fertile and beneficial to them, though atlaft it 
became the caufe of great mifchief to both. For it afforded to Cyrus the 
means of taking the city, and in the effecting thereof became the caufe of 
drowning* great part of that countrey, which was never after again reco- 
vered i of both which an account will be hereafter given in its proper 
place. Berojits, Megafthenes, and Abydenus, attribute all thefe works to 
Nebuchadnezzar r,but Herodotus tells us, that the bridgeitheriver-bahksiand 
the lake, were the work of Nitocrzshis daughter-in-law. Perchance Nitocris 
finifhed what Nebuchadnezzar had left umperfected at his death, and this 
procured her with that hiftorian the honour of the whole. 
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All the flat* whereon Babylon flood, being by reafon of fo many ri^- 
vers and canals running thorough it made in many places marfhy, efpeci- 
ally near the faid rivers and canals, this caufed it to abound much in wil- 
lows, and therefore it is called in Scripture, The -valley of -willows. (For 
fo the words Ifaiah xv. 7. which we tranflate the brook of -willows, ought 
to be rendred.) And for the fame reafon the Jews fPfalm cxxxvii. r, a.) 
are. faid, when they were by the rivers of Babylon in the land of their cap- 
tivity, to have hung their harps upon the willows, that, is, becaufeof the 
abundance of them which grew by thofe rivers. 

At the end 1 of twelve months after Nebuchadnezzar's Iaft dream, sfy. 
while he was walking in his palace at Babylon, molt likely in his hanging 
gardens, and in the uppermoft terrafs of them, from whence he might have £ar & ~ 
a full profpect of the whole city, he proudly boafting of his great works 
done therein faid, k Is not this great Babylon, -which I ha-ue built for the 
houfe of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my 
majejiy? But while the words were yet in his mouth, there came a voice 
to him from heaven to rebuke his pride, which told him that his kingdom 
was departed from him, and that he mould be driven from the fociety of 
men, and thenceforth for feven years have his dwelling with the wild beafts 
of the field, there to live like them in a brutal manner. And immediately 
hereon his fenfes being taken from him he fell into a diftracted condition, 
and continuing fo for feven years, he lived abroad in the fields, eating grafs 
like the oxen, and taking his lodgings on the ground in the open air, as 
they did, till his hair was grown like eagles feathers, and his nails like 
birds claws. But at the end of feven years his underftanding returning A *-s63- 
unto him, he was reftored again to his kingdom, and his former majefly Neb !1 ~ 
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and honour re-eftablilhed on him. And hereon being made fully fen/ible ™ 4*- 
of the almighty power of the God of heaven and earth, and that it is he 
only that doth all things according to his will, both in the armies of hea- 
ven, and among the inhabitants of the earth, and by his everlafting domi- 
nion difpofeth of all things at his good pleafure, he did by a publick de- 
cree make acknowledgment hereof through all the Babylonijh empire, 
praifing his almighty power, and magnifying his mercy in his late reflora- 
tion Ihewn unto him. 

After this he lived only one year, and died, havingreigned according An f <&. 
to the Babylonijh account from the death of his father forty three years Nebu - 
and according to the Jewijh account from his firfl coming with an army m^JT* 
into Syria forty five years. His death hapned about the end of the year 
a little before the conclufionof the thirty feventh year of the captivity of 
Jehoiachin. He was one of the greateft princes that had reigned in the 
ealt for many ages before him, Megafthenes 1 prefers him for his valour 
to Hercules. But his greatnefs, riches and power, did in nothing more 
appear, than in his prodigious works at Babylon above defcribed, which 
for many ages after were fpoken of as the wonders of the world. He is 
m faid at his death to have prophefyed of the coming of the TerJIans, and 
their bringing of the Babylonians in fubjeftion to them. But in this he 
fpake no more than what he had been informed of by Daniel the pro- 
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phet, and in the interpretation of his dreams been affured by him fhould 
fpeedily come to pafs, as accordingly it did within twenty three years 
after. 

A». s6i. On the death of this great Prince " Evilmerodach his fon fucceeded 
rodaSTi him in the ^h 10 "^ empire ; and as foon as he was fettled in the throne, 
c ' he releafed Jehoiachin King of Judah out of prifon, after he had lain there 
near thirty feven years, and promoted him to great honour in his palace, 
admitting him to eat bread continually at his table, and placing him there 
before all the other kings, and great men of his empire, that came to him 
to Babylon, and alfo made him a daily allowance to fupport him with an 
equipage in all things elfe fuitable hereto. Jerom ° tells us from an anci- 
ent tradition of the Jews, that Evilmerodach having had the government 
of the Babylonijh empire during his father's diftraftion adminiftred it fo ill, 
that as foon as the old King came again to himfelf, he put him in prifon 
for it j and that the place of his imprifonment hapning to be the fame, 
where Jehoiachin had long lain, he there entered into a particular acquain- 
tance and friendlhip with him, and that this was the caufe of the great 
kindnefs which he afterwards fhewed him. And fince the old hiftorical 
traditions of the Jews r are often quoted in the new Teftament, if this 
were fuch, it is not wholly to be difregarded, and that efpecially fince the 
male adminiftrations which Evilmerodach was guilty of after his father's 
death, give reafon enough to believe, that he could not govern without 
them before. For he *■ proved a very profligate and vicious Prince, and 
for that reafon was called Evilmerodach, that is, Foolijh Merodach. For his 
proper name was only Merodach. But whatfoever was the inducing rea- 
fon, this favour he fhewed to the captive Prince, as foon as his father was 
dead. So that the laft year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign was the laft of the 
thirty feven years of Jehoiachin^ captivity, and this mews us when it be- 
gun, and ferves to the connecting of the chronology of the Babylonijh and 
Jewijh hiftory in all other particulars. For which reafon it may be ufeful 
to have a particular ftate of this matter, which I take to have been as 
followeth. In the feventh year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, accord- 
ing to the Babylonijh account, * in the beginning of the Jewijh year, that 
is, in the month of April according to our year, Jehoiachin was carried 
captive to Babylon. And therefore the firft year of his captivity beginning 
in the month of April in the feventh year of Nebuchadnezzar, the thirty 
feventh year of it muft begin in the fame month of Apr ilia, the forty third 
year of Nebuchadnezzar, towards the end whereof that great King dying, 
with the beginning of the next year began the firft year of the reign of 
Evilmerodach, and the March following, r that is, on the twenty feventh 
day of the twelfth, or laft month of the Jewijh year, Jehoiachin was by 
the great favour of the new King releafed from his captivity in the man- 
ner as is above exprefled, about a month before he had fully compleated 
thirty feven years in it. 
A». jtfi. I n the fame year, which was the firft of Evilmerodach at Babylon, T Cree- 
Eviime- fus fucceeded Alyattes his father in the kingdom of Lydia, and reigned 
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there fourteen years. This was the twenty eighth year after the deftru- 
ftion of Jerufalem, and the forty fixth of the feventy years captivity of 
Judah. 

When Evilmerodach had reigned two years at Babylon, his lulls and 
his other wickednefs made him fo intolerable, ' that at length even his own 
relations confpired againlt him and put him to death, and 1 Neriglijfar his 
filler's husband, who was the head of the confpiracy againft him, reigned 
in his Head. And fince it is faid, that Jehoiachin was v fed by him until An. ssp. 
the day of his death, it is inferred from hence that he did not outlive him, Ncrigiii- 
but that he either died a little before him, or elfe as a favourite was {lain ar *' 
with him. The lall feemethmoll probable, as belt agreeing with the pro- 
phefy of Jeremiah concerning him. For it is therein denounced againft 
him, w that he mould not prolper in his days, which could not be fo well 
verified of him, if he died in full pofleifion of all that profperity, which 
Evilmerodach advanced him unto. 

O n the death of Jehoiachin, Salathiel his fon x became the nominal Prince 
of the Jews after him. For after the lofs of the authority they ftill kept 
up the title ; and for a great many ages after in the parts about Babylon, 
there was always one of the houfe of David, which by the name of y The 
Head of the Captivity, was acknowledged and honoured as a Prince among 
that people, and hadfome fort of jurifdi&ion, as far as it was confident 
with the government they were under, always invefted in him, and fome- 
times a ratification was obtained of it from the Princes that reigned in that 
Countrey. And it is faid, 2 this pageantry is ftill kept up among them ; 
and chiefly, it feems, that they may be furnifhed from hence with an an- 
fwer to give the chriftians, when they urge the prophefy of Jacob againft 
them. For whensoever from that prophefy it is prefled upon them that the 
Mejfiah muft be come, becaufe the fcepter is now departed from Judah, 
and there is no more a lawgiver among them from between his feet, we 
are commonly told of this head of the captivity, their ufual anfwer being, 
that the fcepter is ftill preferved among them in the head of the captivity ; 
and that they have alfo in their a Nap?, or Trince of the Sanhedrim, ("ano- 
ther pageantry officer of theirs) a lawgiver from between the feet of Judah 
(that is of his feed) ftill remaining in IJrael. But if thefe officers are now 
ceafed from among them, as fome of them will acknowledge, then this 
anfwer muft ceafe alfo, and the prophefy returns in its full force upon 
them, and why do they then any longer refill the power of it ? 

The fame year that Evilmerodach was flain, died 1 ' Aftyages King of 
Media, and after him fucceeded Cyaxares the fecond, his fon, in the civil 
government of the kingdom, and Cyrus his grandfon by his daughter Man- 
dana in the military. Cyrus at this time was c forty years old, and Cyaxa- 
res d forty one. And from this year thofe who reckon to Cyrus a reign 
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of thirty years begin that computation. For Neriglijffar, on his coming 
to the crown, ■ making great preparations for a war againft the Medes, 
Cyaxares called Cyrus out of Terfia to his afliftance, and on his arrival 
with an army of thirty thoufand 'Per/tans, Cyaxares made him general of 
the Medes alfo, andfent him with the joynt forces of both nations to make 
war againft the Babylonians. And from this time he was reckoned by all 
foreigners as King over both thefe nations, altho' in reality the regal power 
was folely in Cyaxares, and Cyrus was no more than general of the confe- 
derated army under him. But after his death he fucceeded him in the 
kingdom of the Medes, as he did his father a little before in that of Ter- 
Jia, which with the countries he had conquer'd made up the e Perfian em- 
pire, of which he was the founder, and firft monarch. 

He was a very extraordinary perfon in the age in which he lived, for 
wifdom, valour, and virtue, and of a name famous in holy writ, not only 
for being f the reftorer of the ftate of IJrael, but efpecially in being there 
appointed for it B by name many years before he was born. Which is an 
honour therein given to none, fave only to him and h Jojiah King of Ju. 
dah. He was born (as hath been already taken notice of) on the fame 
year in which Jehoiakim died. It is on all hands agreed, that his mother 
was Mandana the daughter of Aftyages King of the Medes, and his father 
Cambyfes a Terjian. But whether this Cambyfes was King of that countrey 
or only a private perfon, is not agreed. Herodotus* and thofe who follow 
him, allow him to have been no more than a private nobleman of the fa- 
mily of Achamenes, one of the ancienteft in that countrey. But Xem- 
phon's account makes him King of the *PerJians, but fubjeft to the Medes 
And not only in this particular, but alfo in moft things elfe concerning 
this great prince, the relations of thefe two hiftorians are very much diffe- 
rent. But Herodotus's account of him containing narratives which are 
much more ftrange and furprizing, and confequently more diverting and 
acceptable to the reader, moft have chofen rather to follow him than Xe~ 
nophon, that have written after their times of this matter. Which. humour 
was much forwarded by Tlato in his 1 giving a charafterof Xenophon'shi- 
ftoryof Cyrus, (in which he was alfo followed by k TullyJ as if therein un- 
der the name of Cyrus he rather drew a defcription of what a worthy and 
juft Prince ought to be, than gave us a true hiftory of what that Prince 
really was. It muft be acknowledged, that Xenophon being a great com- 
mander as well as a great philofopher, did graft many of his maxims of war 
and policy into that hiftory, and to make it a vehicle for this perchance 
was his whole deftgnin writing that book. But it doth not follow from 
hence, but that ftill the whole foundation and ground- plot of the work may 
all be true hiftory. That he intended it for fuch, is plain ; and that it 
was fo, its agreeablenefs with the holy writ doth abundantly verify And 
the true reafon why he chofe the life of Cyrus before all others for the pur- 
pofe above-mentioned, feemeth to be no other, but that he found the true 
hiftory of that excellent and gallant Prince to be above all others the fit- 
ted: for thofe maxims of right policy and true princely virtue to correfpond 
with, which he grafted upon it. And therefore, bating the military and 
political refledions, the defcants, difcourfes, and fpeeches interfpers'd in 
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that work, which muft be acknowledged to have been all of Xenophoiis 
addition, the remaining bare matters of fact I take to have been related by 
that author, as the true hiftory of Cyrus. And thus far I think him to 
have been an hiftorian of much better credit in this matter than Herodotus. 
For Herodotus having travelled through Egypt, Syria, and feveral other 
countries, in order to the writing of his hiftory, did as travellers ufe to 
do, that is, put down all relations upon truft, as he met with them, and 
no 'doubt he was impofed on in many of them. But Xenophon was a mart 
of another character, 1 who wrote all things with great judgment and due 
confideration ; and having lived in the court of Cyrus the younger, a de- 
pendent of the Cyrus whom we nowfpeak of, had opportunities of being 
better informed of what he wrote of this great Prince than Herodotus was ; 
and confining bimfelf to this argument only, no doubt he examined all 
matters relating to it more thoroughly, and gave a more accurate and ex- 
act account of them, than could be expected from the other, who wrote 
of all things at large as they came in his way. And for thefe reafons in 
all things relating to this Prince I have chofen to follow Xenophon, rather 
than any of thofe who differ from him. 

F or the firft " twelve years of his life Cyrus lived in Terjta with his fa- 
ther, and was there educated after the £ PerJian manner, in hardlhip and 
toil, and all fuch exercifes as would beft tend to fit him for the fatigues of 
war, in which he exceeded all his contemporaries. But here it muft be 
taken notice of, that the name of Terfia did then extend only to onepro- 
iyince of that large countrey which hath been fince fo called. For then the 
inriiode nation of the 'Perftans could number no more than 0 one hundred 
and twenty thoufand men. But afterwards, when by the wifdom and va- 
lour of Cyrus they had obtained the empire of the eaft, the name of 5P«r- 
Jta became enlarged with their fortunes, and it thenceforth took in all that 
<vaft tract, which is extended «aft and weft from the river Indus to the Ti- 
gris, and north and fouth from the Ca/piantea to the ocean. Andfo much 
ithat name comprehends even to this day. After Cyrus was twelve years 
old he was fent for into Media by Aftyages his grandfather, with whom he 
continued five years. And there by the fweetnefs of his temper, his ge- 
jnerous behaviour, and his conftant endeavour to do good offices with his 
grandfather for all he could, he did fo win the hearts of the Medes to 
•him, and gauVd fuch an intereft among them, as did afterwards turn 
very much to his advantage for the winning of that empire which he ere- 
iied. In the fixteenth year of his age Evilmerodach, the fon of Nebu- 
chadnezzar King Of Babylon and Ajjyria, being abroad on an hunting ex- 
pedition a little before his marriage, for a fliew of his bravery made an in- 
road into the territories of the Medes, which drew out • .^^^.rwithhjs 
forces tto oppofe him. On Which occafion Cyrus accompanying his grand- 
father, then firft entered the fchodl of war, in which fie behaved himfelf 
fo well, that the viiftory, which was at Chat time gained over the A£yri- 
futs, was chiefly owing to his Valour. The next year after he went home 
to his father into ^erfia, and there ncontinued till the fortieth year of his 



* ©Jogentt'Laertius in VitaXenophontis. "Cyropaud. lib. 1. ■> Cyropaed. lib. r. 

0 From hence it may be inferred, zteEvilmerodach was not the fin of Nebushadnegawfy Amyftis 
ibe -daughter of Aftyages, batty fime ether wife, it not being likely that the grandfather and grtildfan 
ipottld thus engage in war againft each other. 

life. 



88 



Connection of the History of Part I. 



life. At which time he was called forth to the afliftance of his unkle Cy- 
axarcs on the occafion which I have mentioned. Hereon he marched out 
of Ter/Fa with his army, and behaved himfelf fo wifely, that from this 
fmall beginning in twenty years time he made himfelf matter of the grea_ 
teft empire that had ever been erefted in the eaft to that time, and efta- 
bliflied it with fuch wifdom, that upon the ftrengh of this foundation on- 
ly it flood above two hundred years, notwithftanding what was done by 
his fucceflbrs (the worft race of men that ever governed an empire) thro' 
all that time to overthrow it. 
^».p-)S. NERLG LI S SAR, upon intelligence that Cyrus was. come with fo 
ftr L? ' great an army to the afliftance of the Medes, farther to ftrengthen himfelf 
againft them p fent embafladors to the Lydians, 'Phrygians, Carians, Cap- 
padocians, Cilicians, c Pafhlagonians, and other neighbouring nations to 
call them to his aid, and by reprefenting to them the ftrength of the ene- 
my, and the neceflhy of maintaining the ballance of power againft them 
for the common good of AJia, drew them all into confederacy with him 
A«. ss7- f° r tne enfuing war. Whereon the King of Armenia, who had hitherto 
Nerigiif- lived in fubjecfion to the Medes, looking on them as ready to be fwallow- 
lar 3 ' ed up by fo formidable a confederacy againft them, thought this a fit time 
for the recovering of his liberty, and therefore q refufed any longer to pay 
his tribute, or fend his quota of auxiliaries for the war on their being re- 
quired of him; which being a matter that might be of dangerous confe- 
quence to the Medes, in the example it might give to other dependent 
ftates to do the fame, Cyrus thought it neceflary to crulh this revolt with 
the utmoft expedition, and therefore marching immediately with the beft 
of his horfe, and covering" his defign under the pretence of an hunting- 
match, r entred Armenia before there was any intelligence of his coming, 
and having furprized the revolted King took him and all his family prifo- 
ners ; and after this having feized the hills towards Chaldea, and planted 
good forts and garrifons on them for the fecuring of the countrey againft 
the enemy on that fide, he came to new terms with the captive King, and 
having received from him the tribute and the auxiliaries which he deman- 
ded, he reftored him againto his kingdom, and returned to the reft ofhis 
army in Media. This hapned about the third year of the feign of Neri- 
giif ar, and the thirty fecond after the deftruftion of Jerufalem. 
A „ ss6m After both parties had now been for three years together forming their 
Nerigiif- alliances, and making their preparations for the war, in the fourth year of 
lar 4- Nerigliffar the confederates -on both fides being all drawn together, both 
armies rook the field, r and it came to a fierce battle between them, in 
which Nerigliffar being {kin, the reft of the Affyrian army was put to the 
rout, and Cyrus had the victory. Croejus King of Lydia after the death of 
Nerigliffar, as being indignity next to him, took upon him the command, 
of the vanquifhed army, and made as good a retreat with it as he could. 
But the next day following Cyrus purfuing after, them overtook them at a 
difadvantage, and put them to an abfolute rout, taking their camp, and 
difpoflefling them of all their baggage, which he eftefted chiefly by the af- 
liftance of the Hyrcanians, who had the night before revolted to him. 
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Hereon Crcejus taking his flight out of Affyria made the beft of his way 
into his own countrey. He being aware of what might happen, had the 
night before fentaway his women, and the beft of his baggage, and there- 
fore in this refpeft efcaped much better than the reft of the confederates. 

The death of Nerigliffar was a great lofs to the Babylonians. For he 
was f a very brave and excellent prince. The preparations, which he made 
for the war, fhewed his wifdom, and his dying in it his valour. And there 
was nothing elfe wanting in him for his obtaining of better fuccefs in it ; 
and therefore, that he had it not, was owing to nothing elfe, but that he 
had to deal with the predominant fortune of Cyrus, whom God had de- 
figned for the empire of the eaft, and therefore nothing was to withftand 
him. But nothing made the lofs of Neriglijfar 'more appear, than the fuc- 
ceeding of Laborofoarchod his fon in the kingdom after him. For he was 
* in every thing the reverfe of his father, being given to all manner of wic- 
kednefs, cruelty, and injuftice, to which on his advancement to the 
throne he did let himfelf loofe in the utmoft excefs, without any manner 
of reftraint whatfoever, as if the regal office which he was now advanced 
to were for nothing elfe, but to give him a privilege of doing without con- 
troul all the vile and flagitious things that he pleafed. Two afts of his ty- 
rannical violence towards two of his principal nobility, Gobrias and Ga- 
dates, are particularly mentioned. The only fon of the former he flew at 
an hunting to which he had invited him, for no other reafon, but that he 
had thrown his dart with fuccefs at a wild beaft when he himfelf had miffed 
it. And the other he caufed to be caftrated, only becaufe one of his concubines 
had commended him for an handfome man. Thefe wrongs done thofe two 
noblemen, drove them, with the provinces which they governed, into a re- 
volt to Cyrus, and the whole ftate of the Babylonijb empire fuffered by it. 
For Cyrus encouraged hereby w penetrated into the very heart of the ene- 
mies countrey, firft taking pofleflion of the province, and garrifoning. the 
caftles of Gobrias, and afterwards doing the fame in the province and ca- 
ftles of Gadates. The Affyrian King was before him in the latter, to be 
revenged on Gadates for his revolt. But Cyrus on his coming having put 
him to the rout, and flain a great number of his men, forced him again to 
retreat to Babylon. After Cyrus had thus fpent the fummer in ravaging 
the whole countrey, and twice Ihewn himfelf before the walls of Babylon 
to provoke the enemy to battel, at the end of the year he led back his ar- 
my again towards Media^ and ending the campaign with the taking of 
three fortrefles on the frontiers, there entred into winter quarters, and fent 
for Cyaxares to come thither to him, that they might confult together a- 
bout the future operations of the war. 

Asfoon as Cyrus was retreated, Labor ofoarchodbemg how freed from the 
fear of the enemy gave himfelf a thorough loofe to all the flagitious incli- 
nations that were predominant in him, which carried him into fo many 
wicked and unjuft actions, like thofe which Gobrias and Gadates had fuf- 
fered from him, that being no longer tolerable, his x own people confpired 
againft him and flew him, after he had reigned only nine months. He is 
not named in the canon of 'Ptolemy, for it is the method of that canon to 
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afcribe all the year to him that was King in the beginning of it, how foon 
foeverhe died after, and not to reckon the reign of the fucceffor bi*rfrom 
the firft day of the year enfuing ; and therefore if any King reigned in the 
interim, and did not live to the beginning of the next year, his name was 
not put into the eanon at all. And this was the cafe of Laborofoarchod. 
For Nerigliffar his father being flain in battel in the beginning of the 
fpring, the nine months of his fon's reign ended before the next year be- 
gan, and therefore the whole of that year is reckoned to. the laft of Ne- 
riglijffar, and the beginning of the next belonged to his fucceffor, aridjthis 
was the reafon that he is not at all mentioned in that canon. 
a». sss . Af ier him fucceeded y Nabonadius, and reigned feventeen years. 2 Be- 
Beifiiaz- rojus calls him Nabonnedus, Megafthenes ' Nabonnidochus, Herodotus b La~ 
zar *' bynetus, and Jofephus c Naboandelus, who he faith is the fame with Bel- 
fhazzar. And there is as great a difference among writers, what he was, 
as well as what he was called. Some d will have him to be of the royal 
blood of Nebuchadnezzar ; and 1 others no way at all related to him. And 
fome fay f he was a Babylonian^ and others ? that he was of the feed of the 
Medes. And of thofe who allow him to have been of the royal family of 
Nebuchadnezzar, fome will have it that he was his fon, and others, that 
he was his grandfon. For the clearing of this matter thefe following par- 
ticulars are to be taken notice of, iff, That he is on all hands agreed to 
have been the laft of the Babylonijh Kings. idly, That therefore he muft 
have been the fame who in Scripture is called Belfhazzar. For immedi- 
ately after the death of Belfhazzar the kingdom was given to the Medes 
and Terfians, [Dan. v.*8, 30, 3*/.] idly, That he was of the feed of Ne- 
buchadnezzar, for he is called his fon, and Nebuchadnezzar isfaid to be 
his father in feveral places of the fame V th chapter of ■ 'Daniel, and in the 
a* book of Chronic les [chap, xxxvi. zo.] it is faid that Nebuchadnezzar and 
his children, or offspring, reigned at Babylon till the kingdom of Terfia. 
tfhly, That the nations of the eaft were to ferye Nebuchadnezzar and his 
fon, and his fon's fon, according to the propheey Of Jeremiah,[chaf.^s.\n. 7.] 
and therefore he muft have had a fon, and a fon's fon, fucceffors to him in 
the throne of Babylon, fthly. That as Evilmerodach was his fon, fo none 
but Belfhazzar,, of all the Kings that reigned after him at Babylon, could 
be his fon's fon. For Nerigliffar was only his daughter's husband, and 
Laborofoarchod was the fon of Neriglijffar, and therefore neither of them 
was either fon, or fon's fon to Nebuchadnezzar. 6thly, That this laft King 
of Babylon is faid by h Herodotus to be fon to the great Queen Nitocris 
and therefore flie muft have been the wife of a King of Babylon to make 
her fo, and he could have been none other than E-vilmerodach. For by 
that King of Babylon only could fhe have a fon, that was fon's fon to Ne- 
buchadnezzar. And therefore putting all this together, it appears, that this 
Nabonadiusthe laft King of Babylon was the fame with him that in Scripture is 
called Belfhazzar, and that he was the fon of Evilmerodah by Nitocris 
his Queen, and fo fon's fon to Nebuchadnezzar. And that whereas he is 
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called the fon of Nebuchadnezzar in the v th chapter of Daniel, and Ne- 
buchadnezzar is there called his father j this is to be underftood in the 
large fenfe, wherein any anceftor upward is often called father, and any 
defcendent downward fon, according to the ufual ftyle of Scripture. 

This new King came young to thec,rown,.and had he been wholly left 
tohimfelf, the Babylonians would have gotten but little by the change. For 
he hath in Xenophon the character '' of an impious prince, anditfufficiently 
appears, by what is faid of him in 'Daniel, that he was fo. But his mo- 
ther, who was a woman fc of great underftanding and a mafculine fpirir, 
came in to their relief. For while her fon followed his pleafures flie took 
the main burden of the government upon her, and did all that could be 
done by human wifdom to preferve it. But God's appointed, time for its 
fall approaching, it was beyond the power of any wifdom to prevent it. 

On the coming of Cyaxares to Cyrus's camp, and 1 confutation thereon 
had between them concerning the future carrying on of the war, it was 
found, that by ravaging and plundering the countries of the Babylonijh 
empire, they did not at all enlarge their own, and therefore it was refol- 
ved to alter the method of the war for the future, and to apply themfelves 
to. the befieging of the fortrefles, and the taking of their Towns, that fo 
they might make themfelves matters of the countrey, and in this fort of 
war they employed themfelves for the nextfeven years. 

In the mean time '" Nitocris did- all that lhe could to fortify the coun- 
trey againftthem, and efpecially the city. of Babylon, and therefore did fet 
her.felf diligently to perfect all' the works .that Nebuchadnezzar had left 
unfinilhed there, efpecially the i walls of the city, and the banks of the ri- 
ver within it. By this laft flie fortified the city as much againlt the river 
by walls and gates, as it was againft the land, and had it been in both pla- 
ces equally guarded, it could never have been taken. And moreover while 
the river was turned for the finifliing of th'efe banks and walls, flie ■ caufed 
a wonderful vault or galleryj to be made under the river, leading crofs it 
from the old palace to the new, twelve foot high and fifteen foot wide, 
and having covered it over with a ftrongarch, and over that with a layer 
of bitumen fix foot thick, flie turned the river again over it. For it is the 
-nature of that bitumen to petrify when water comes over, it, and grow as 
hard as ftone, and thereby the vault or gallery under was preferved from 
having any of the water of the river pierce through into it. The Ufe this 
was intended for was to preferve a communication between the two pala- 
ces, whereof one flood on the one fide of the river, and the other on the 
other fide, that in cafe one of them were diftrefled (for they were both 
fortrefles ftrongly fortifyed) it might be relieved from the other; or in 
cafe either were taken, there might be a way to retreat from it to the o- 
ther. jBut all thefe cautions and provifions ferved in no ftead, when the 
city was taken by furprize, becaufe in that hurry and confufion, which 
men were then in, none of them were made ufe of. 

In the firft year of this King's reign, which was the thirty fourth after w 
the deftruclion of Jerufalem, 'Daniel had revealed unto him the vifionof ^ ™~ 
the four monarchies, and of the kingdom of the Meffiah, that was to fuc- 
ceed after them, which is at fulL related in the vii th chapter of Daniel. 
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A*.sn- In the third year of King Bel/hazzar, Daniel faw the vifion of the ram 
BeitW- and the he-goat, whereby were figriifyed the overthrow of the Terjian em- 
' ir 3 pire by Alexander the Great^ and the perfecution that was to be raifed a- 
gainlt the Jews by Antiocbus EfipbanesKmg of Syria. This vifion is at 
full related in the viii" chapter of Daniel, and it is there faid, that it was 
revealed unto him at Shujhah in the palace of the King of Babylon* while 
he attended there as a cotmfellor, and minifter of ftate about the King's 
bufinefs, which fhews, that Sbiijban with the province of Elam, of which 
it was the metropolis, was then in the hands of the Babylonians. But a- 
bout three years after Abradates, Viceroy or Prince oiShuJhan, revolting 
to Cyrus, it was thenceforth joyned to the empire of the Medes arid Ter- 
Jlans, and the Elamiles came tip with the Medes to befiege Babylon, ac- 
cording to the prophefy of Ifaiah, (chap. xxi. x.) and Elam was again re- 
ftored, according to the prophefy of Jeremiah, (ch. xlix. 39O For it re- 
covered its liberty again under the Terjians, which it had been deprived 
of under the Babylonians. 
A,,, ssi. The Medes and Terjians growing ftill upon the Babylonians, and Cy» 
«r? aZ " rus making great progrefs in his conquefts by taking fortrefles, towns 
and provinces from them, to put a flop to this prevailing power 0 the 
King of Babylon about the fifth year of his reign, taking a great part of 
his treafure with him, goes into Lydia to .King Crcejus his confederate, 
and there, by his afliitance, framed ! a very formidable confederacy againft 
the Medes and Terjians ; and with his money hiring a very numerous army 
of Egyptians, Greeks, Thracians, and all the nations of lefler AJiaj he ap- 
pointed Crcefus to be their general, and fent him with them to invade Me- 
dia, and then returned^ again to' Babylon. 

CTRVS having full intelligence of allthefe proceedings from one of 
his confidents, who by his order, under the pretence of a deferter, had 
gone over to the enemy, made fuitable preparations to withftand fcheftorm, 
a„ 5-48. and when all was ready, marched againft the enemy. By this time Crcejus 
Beiflui- phad pafled over the river Halys, taken the city of Tteria, and in a man - 
iar 8 ' ner deftroyed all the countrey thereabout. But before he could pafs any 
farther Cyrus came up with him, and having engaged him in battel put all 
his numerous army to flight, whereon Crcejus returning, to Sardis>th& chief 
city of his kingdom, difmifled all his auxiliaries to their refpeftive homes, 
ordering them to be again with him by the beginning of the enfuing fpring| 
and fent to all his allies for the railing of more forces, to be ready againft 
thefame time for the carrying on of the next year's war, - not thinking that 
in the interim, now winter being approaching, he mould have any. need of 
them. But Cyrus purfuing the advantage of his vicfory followed elofe after 
him into Lydia, and there came upon him juft as he had difmifled his auxi- 
liaries. However, Crcejus getting together all his own forces flood battel 
againft him. But the Lydiatis being moft horfe, Cyrus brought his camels 
againft them, whofe fmell the horfes not being able to bear, they were. all 
put into diforder by it, whereon the Lydians dismounting fought ; on foot, 
but being foon over-powered were forced to make their retreat to Sardis, 
where Cyrus immediately fliut them up in a clofe flege. 

Whue he lay there* he ''celebrated the funeral of Abradates. and Tan- 
thea his wife. He was prince of Shu/ban under the Babylonians, and had 
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revolted to Cyrus about two years before, as hath been already mentioned. 
His wife, a very beautiful woman, ' had been taken prifoner by Cyrus in 
his firft battle againft the Babylonians. Cyrus having treated her kindly, 
and kept her chaftly for her husband, the r fenfe of this generofity drew 
over this Prince to him, and he hapning to be flain in this war, as he was 
fighting valiantly in his feryive* his wife out of grief for his death flew her- 
felf upon his dead body, and Cyr(is l took care to have them both honou- 
rably Juried together, and a ftately monument was ere&ed over them 
near the river 'Paffolifs, where it remained many ages after. 

CR OE SV S being jfhut up in Sardis ' fent to all his allies for fuccours , 
but Cyrus preffed the liege fo vigoroufly, that he took the city before any 
of them' could arrive to its relief, and Crvejiis in it, whom he condemned 
to be burnt to death ; and accordingly a great pile of wood was laid'toge^ 
ther, and he was placed on the top of it for the execution, in which ex- 
tremity calling to mind the conference he formerly had with Solon, cryed 
but with a great ugh three times, Solon, Solon, Solon. This Solon * was a 
wife Athenian, and' the greateft phflofopher of his time, who coming to 
Sardis ori'fome occafion, Crcefus, but of the vanity and pride of his mind, 
caufed all his riches, treafures and ftores to be fliewnunto him, expecting 
that on his having feen them he fhduld have applauded his felicity, and 
pronounced him of all men the moft happy herein. But on his difcouife 
with him Solon plainly told him, that rie could pronounce no man happy 
as long as he lived, becaufe no one could forefee what might happen unto 
him before his death. Of the truth of which Crie/us being now thorough- 
ly convinced by his prefent calamity, this made him call upon the name of 
Solon, whereon ,^r«j fending to know what he meant by it, had the 
Whole ftory related to him, which excited in him fuch a fenfe of the un- 
certainty of 'all human felicityV ahd fuch a companion for Crcefus, that he 
caufed hini to be taken dowri from the pile, juft as fire had been put to 
it; and not only fparedhis life, but allowed him a very honourable fubfi- 
ftence, and made ufe of him, as one of his chief counfellors all his life af- 
ter, and at his death recommended him to his fon Cambyfes, as the perfoh 
whofe advice he would have ;him chiefly to follow. The taking of this 
city happened w in the .firft year of the fifty eighth olympiad, which was the 
eighth year of Bel/hazzar, and the forty firft after the deftruftion of 7 e - 
rufalem. J 

C ROES 'US being a very religious Prince according to the idola- 
trous fuperftition of thofe time, * entered not on this war without ha- 
ving firft confulted all his gods, and taken their advice about it ; and 
he had two oracular anfwers ; given him from them, which chiefly con- 
duced to lead him into this unfortunate undertaking, that coft him 
the lofs of his kingdom. The one of them was, That Crcefus mould 
the only think himfelf in danger, " when a mule mould reign over the 
Medes; and the other, That when He mould pafs over Halys to make 
war upon the Medes, he lhbuld overthrow a great empire. The firft 
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from the impoilibiiity of the thing,, that'ever a mule mould be a King, 
made him argue, that he was for ever fafe. The fecond made him be- 
lieve, that the empire that he mould overthrow on his patting over the 
river Halys, mould be the empire of the Medes. And this chiefly: encou- 
raged him in this expedition, contrary to the advice of one of the wifeft 
of his friends, who earneftly difluaded him from it. But now all things 
having hapned otherwise, than ithefe oracles had made him expedr, he 
obtained leave of Cyrus to fend meffengers to the temples of thofe: gods, 
who had thus mif-led him, to expoftulate with them about it. Theanfwers 
which he had hereto were, That Cyrus was the mule intended by the o- 
racle, for that he was born of two different kinds of people, of the *Per- 
Jiatts by his father, and of the Medes by his mother, and was of the more 
noble kind by his mother. And the empire which he Was to overthrow 
by his pafling over the Hay ls t was his own. By fuch falfe and fallacious 
oracles did thofe evil fpirits, from whom they proceeded, delude mankind 
in thofe days, rendring their anfwers, when confulted, in fuch dubious and 
ambiguous terms, that whatfoever the event were, they might admit of an 
interpretation to agree with it. 

After, this Cyrus 1 continued fome time in leffer Ajia, till he had 
brought all the feveral nations which inhabited in it, from the Egean fea to 
the Euphrates* into thorough fubjection to him. From hence he Went in- 
to Syria and Arabia, and there did the fame thing, and then marched into 
the upper countries oiA/la, and having there alfo fettled all things in a tho- 
Bdft 4°' rough obedience under his dominion, he again entr ed Ajfyria, arid march- 
larid" ed on towards Babylon, that being the only place of all the eatt which 
now held out againft him. And having overthrown Beljhazzar in battel 
he fliut him up in Babylon, and there befieged him. This hapned in' the 
ninth year after, the taking of Sardis, and in the beginning of the fixteenth 
year oi Beljhazzar. But this fiege proved a very difficult work. For 
the walls were high and impregnable, the number of men within to defend 
them very great, and they were fully furnifhed with all forts of prbvifions 
for twenty years, and " the void ground within the Walls Was able both by 
tillage and paffurage to furnilh thern With much more. And therefore the 
inhabitants thinking themfelves feciire in their walls and their ilores, look- 
ed on the taking of the city by a fiege as an imprafticable thing, and there- 
fore from the top of their walls fcoffed at Cyrus, and derided him' for eve- 
ry thing he did towards it. HoWever he went on with the attempt, and 
firft he drew a line of circurrivallation round the city, making the ditch 
broad and deep, and by the help of palm-trees, b which ufually grbw in 
that countrey to the heigh th of an hundred foot, he erected towers higher 
than the walls, thinking at firft to have been able to take the place by af- 
fault, but finding little fuccefs this' way, he applied himfelf wholly to 
the ftarving of it into a furrehder, reckoning that the rriore people there 
were within, thefooner the work would be done. But that he might not 
over-fatigue his army by detaining them all at this work, he divided all the 
forces of the empire into twelve parts, and appointed each its month to 
guard the trenches. But after near two years had been wafted this way, 
and nothing effe&ed, he at length lighted on a ftratagem, which with little 
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difficulty made him mafter of the place. For c underftanding, that a great f39" 
annual feftival was to be kept at Babylon on. a day approaching, and that , B ^" a * 
it was ufual for the Babylonians on that folemnity, to fpend the whole 
night in revelling, drunkennefs, and all manner of diforders, he thought 
this a proper time to furprizethem, and for the effecting of it he <had this 
device. He fent up a party of his men to the head of the canal' leading 
to the great lake above-defcribed, with orders at a time fet to break Viowri 
the great bank or dam, which was between the river and that canal, and 
to turn the whole current that way into the lake. In the interim, igetting 
all his forces together, he pofted one part of them at the place where the 
river ran into the city, and other where it came but, with orders to 
enter the city thatxiight by the chanel of the river, as foonas they fhould 
find it fordable. And then toward the evening he opened the head of 
the trenches on both fides the river above the city, to let the Water of it 
run into them. And by this means, arid the opening of the great dam, 
the river was fo drained, that by the middle of the night, it being then in 
a manner empty, both parties according to 'their orders enter'd the chanel, 
the one having Gobrias^ and the other Gadates, for their guides> and find- 
ing the gates leading down to the river, which ufed on all other nights to 
be fhut, then all left open, through the neglect and diforder of that time of 
loofenefs, they afcerided through them, into the city ; and both parties be- 
ing met at the palace, as had been concerted between them, they there 
furprized the guards, and flew them all; and when;, on the noife, fome 
that were within opened the gates to know what it meant, they rufhed 
in upon them and took the palace. Where finding the King with his fword 
drawn, at the head of thofe who were at hand to affift him, they flew him, 
valiantly fighting for his life, and all thofe that were with him. After this, 
proclamation being made of life and fafety to all fuch as fhould bring in 
their arms, and of death to all that fhould refufefo to do, all quietly yield- 
ed to the conquerors, and Cyrus without any farther refiftanee became 
mafter of the place, and this concluded all his conquefts after a war of one 
and twenty years. For fo long was it from his coming out ofTer/ia with 
his army for the afliftance of Cyaxares to his taking of Babylon, during all 
which time he lay abroad in the field, carrying on his conquefts from place 
to place, till he at length had fubdued all the eaft, from the Egean fea to the 
river Indus, and thereby eredted the greateft empire that had ever been 
in Afia to that time, which work was owing as much to his wifdom as his 
valour, for he equally excelled in both. And he was alfo a perfon of that 
great candour and humanity to all men, that he made greater conquefts 
by his courtefy, and his kind treatment of all he had to do with, than by 
his fword, whereby he did knit the hearts of all men to him, and in 
this foundation lay the greateft ftrength of his empire, when he firft ere- 
£edit. 

This account Herodotus and Xettophonbotb give of the taking of Ba- 
bylon by Cyrus, and herein they exactly agree with the Scripture. For 
'Daniel i tells us, that Beljha&zar made a great feaft for a thoufand of 
his lords, and for his wives, and for his concubines, and that -in that very 
night he was flain, and 'Darius the Mede, that is, Cyaxares the uakle of 
Cyrus, took the kingdom. For Cyrus allowed him the title of all his con- 
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quells as long as he lived. In this feaft Beljhazzar having impioufly pro- 
phaned the gold and filver veflels which were taken out of the temple of 
Jerufalem, in caufing them to be brought into the banqueting- houfe, and 
there drinking out of them, he and his lords, and his wives, and his con- 
cubinesj God did in a very extraordinary and wonderful manner exprefs 
his wrath againft him for the wickednefs hereof. For he caufed an hand 
to appear on the wall, and there write a fentence of immediate deftrudti- 
on againft him for it. The King fa w the appearance of the hand that wrote 
it, for it was exa&Iy over againft the place where he fat. And therefore 
being exceedingly affrighted and troubled at it, he commanded all his wife 
men, magicians, and aftrologers to be immediately called for, that they 
might read the writing, and make known unto him the meaning of it. 
But e none of them being able to do it* the Queen-mother on her hearing 
of this wonderful thing came into the banqueting-houfe, and acquainted 
the King of the great skill and ability of Daniel in fuch matters, whereon 
he being fent for did read to the King the writing, and boldly telling him 
of his many iniquities and tranfgreflions againft the great God of heaven 
and earth, and particularly in prophaning at that banquet the holy veflels 
which had been confecrated to his fervice in his temple at Jerujalem, made 
him underftand that this hand-writing was a fentence from heaven againft 
him for it, the interpretation of it being, That his kingdom was taken 
from him, and given to the Medes and Ter/tans. And it feemeth to have 
been immediately upon it that the palace was taken, and Beljhazzar flain. 
For f candles were lighted before the hand- writing appear'd, fome time af- 
ter this muft be required for the calling of the wife men, the magidiaris, 
and aftrologers, and fome time muft be wafted in their trying in vain to 
read the writing. After that, the Queen-mother came from her apart- 
ment into the banqueting-houfe to direct the King to fend for Daniel, and 
then he was called for, perchance from fome diftant place. And by this 
time many hours of the night muft have been fpent, and therefore we may 
wellfuppofe that by the time Danielhad interpreted the writing, the'Per- 
Jians were got within the palace, and immediately executed the contents 
of it by flaying Beljhazzar, and all his lords that were with him. The 
Queen that entred the banqueting-houfe, to direct the King to call for 
Daniel, could riot be his wife ; for all his wives and concubines, the text 
tells us, fat with him at the feaft. And therefore it muft have been Nito- 
cris the Queen-mother. And fhe feemeth to have been there called the 
Queen by way of eminency, becaufe fhe had the regency of the kingdom 
under her fon, which her great wifdom eminently qualifyed her for. And 
Beljhazzar feemeth to have left this entirely to her management. For 
when Daniel was called in before him, he did 6 not know him, though he 
was one of the chief minifters of ftate that h did the King's bufinefs in his 
palace, but asked of him whether he were Daniel. But Nitocris, who 
conftantly employed him in the publick affairs of the kingdom, knew him 
well, and therefore advifed that he ihould be fent for on this occaiion. 
This Ihews Beljhazzar to have been a prince that wholly minded hisplea- 
fures, leaving all things elfe to others to be managed for him, which is a 
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conduct too often followed by fuch princes, who think kingdoms made 
for nothing elfe but to ferve their pleafures and gratify their lufts. And 
therefore that he held the crown feventeen years, and againft fo potent an 
enemy as Cyrus, was wholly owing to the conduct of his mother, into 
whofe hands the management of his affairs fell. For fhe was a lady of the 
greateft wifdom of her time, and did the utmoft that could be done tofave 
the ftate of Babylon from ruine. And therefore her name was long after 
of that fame in thofe parts, that Herodotus Speaks of her as if fhe had been 
fovereign of the kingdom, in the fame manner as Semiramis is faid to have 
been, and attributes to her all thofe works about Babylon which ' other 
authors afcribe to her fon. For although they were done in his reign, it 
was fhe that did chem, and therefore fhe had the beft tide to the honour 
that was due for them ; tho', as hath been above hinted, the great lake, 
and the canal leading to it, (which, tho' reckoned among the works of 
Nebuchadnezzar, muft at leaft have been finifhed by her according to He- 
rodotus) how wifely foever they were contrived for the benefit both of the 
city and countrey, turned to the great damage of both. For Cyrus drain- 
ing the river by this lake and canal, by that means took the city. And 
when by the breaking down of the banks at the head of the canal the river 
was turned that way, no care being taken afterwards again to reduce it to 
its former channel by repairing the breach, k all the countrey on that fide 
was overflown and drowned by it. And the current by long running this 
way, at length making the breach fo wide as to become irreparable, un- 
lefs by an expence as great, as that whereby the bank was firft built, a 
whole province was loll by it. And the current which went to Babylon 
afterwards grew fo fhallow, as to be fcarce fit for the fmalleft navigation, 
which was a farther damage to that place. Alexander, who intended to 
have made Babylon the feat of his empire, endeavoured to remedy this 
mifchief, and did accordingly fet himfelf to build the bank anew, which 
was oh the weft fide of it, but when he had carried it on the length of four 
miles, he was ftopp'd by fome difficulties that he met with in the work 
from the nature of the foil, which poffibly would have been overcome 
had he lived, but his death, which hapned a little after, put an end to 
this, as well as to all other his defigns. And a while after Babylon falling 
into decay on the building of Seleucia'm. the neighbourhood, this work was 
never more thought of, but that countrey hath remained all bog and marfh 
ever fince. And ho doubt this was one main reafon Which helped forward 
thedefertion of that place, efpecially when they found a new city built in 
the neighbourhood, in a much better fituation. 

In the taking of Babylon ended the Babylonijb empire, after if had con- 
tinued from the beginning of the reign of Nabonajfar (who firft founded 
it) two hundred -and nine years. And here ended the power and pride of 
this great city, juft fifty years after it ; had deftroyed the city and temple 
of Jerufalem, and hereby were in a great rrieafure accomplifhed the many 
prophefies which were by the prophets Ifatdh, Jeremiah, Habakkuk, and 
Daniel, delivered againft it. And here it is to be bbferved, that in refe- 
rence- to the preferit befieging and taking of the place, it was particularly 
foretold by themi That it 1 fhould be fhutup, and befieged by theMedes, 
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Elamites, and Armenians ; That the river m fliould be dried up ; That the 
city fliould be taken in the time 0 of a feaft, while her princes and her wife 
men, her captains and her rulers, and her mighty men were drunken, and 
that they fliould be thereon made to fleep a perpetual fleep, from which 
they fliould not awake. Andfo accordingly all this came to pafs, Belfhaz- 
zar, and all his thoufand princes who were drunk with him at the feaft, 
having ° been all flain by Cyrus's foldiers when they took the palace. And 
fo alfo was it particularly foretold by the prophet Ifaiah fchap. xiv.) that 
God would make the countrey of Babylon a foffejfion for the bittern, and 
pools of ivater,(ver. 2.3. J which was accordingly fulfilled by the overflowing 
and drowning of it, on the breaking down of the great dam in order to 
take the city, which I have above given an account of. And fo alfo that 
God would cut off from that city the Jon and the grandfon, (ver. that 
is, the fon and grandfon of their great King Nebuchadnezzar ; and they 
were accordingly both cutoff by violent deaths in the flower of their age, 
Evilmerodach the fon before this time in the manner as hath been above 
related, and Belfhazzar the grandfon in the prefent taking of Babylon, 
and hereby thefcepter of Babylon was broken, as was foretold by thefame 
prophefy : (ver. 5.) For it did never after any more bear rule. Where I 
read the fon and the grandfon, {ver. 11.) it is, Iconfefs, in the Englijh tran- 
flation the fon and nephew. But in the xxi" chapter of Genefis, (ver. 2.3.) 
the fame Hebrew word Neked is tranflated fon y s fon, and fo it ought to have 
been tranflated here; for this is the proper fignification of the word, 
which appears from the ufe of thefame word, (Jobxvm. 19.) For Bildad 
there fpeaking of the wicked, and the curfe of God which lhall be upon 
him in the want of a pofterity, exprefleth it thus, Lo nin lo velo Neked* 
i. e. he Jhall have neither fon nor grandfon. For nephew, in the Englifh 
fignification of the word, whether brother'sfon or fitter's fon, cannot be 
within the meaning of the text, the context not admitting it. 

After the death of Belfhazzar, Darius the Mede p is faid in Scripture 
D"'riu 3 s 8 ' to have taken the kingdom. For Cyrus, as long as his unkle lived, allow- 
theMede e d him a joint title with him in the empire, altho' it was all gained by his 
1 " own valour, and out of deference to him yielded him the firft place of ho- 
nour in it. But the whole power of the army, and the chief conduct of 
all affairs being ftill in his hands, he only was looked on as the fupreme go- 
vernor of the empire which he had creeled, and therefore there is no no- 
tice at all taken of 'Darius in the canon of Vtolemy, but immediately after 
the death of Belfhazzar (who is there called NabonadiurJ Cyrus is placed 
as the next fucceflbr, as in truth and reality he was, the other having no 
more than the name and the fhadow of the fovereighty, excepting only 
in Media, which was his own proper dominion. 

There are * fome that will have Darius the Median to have been Na- 
bonadius, the laft Babylonijh Kingin the canon of 'Ptolemy. And their 
fcheme is, that after the death of Evilmerodach NerigliJTarfucceeded iph- 
ly as guardian to Laborofoarchdd his fon, who was next heir in -right of 
his mother, Ihe having been daughter to Nebuchadnezzar, and that JJa- 
Borojbarchodvf&s the Belfhazzar of the Scriptures, who was .flain: in the 
night of the impious feftival, not. by Cyrus ' .(fay they) but by a eohfpiracy 
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of his own people ; Thar the Scriptures attribute to him the whole four 
years of Beljhazzar, which the canon of 'Ptolettty doth to Neriglijfar (or 
Nericaflblajar, as he is there called) becaufe Neriglijfar reigned only as 
guardian for him ; And that hence it is that wc hear of the firft and the 
third year of Beljhazzar ' in Daniel, tho* Laboro/barchod reigned alone- 
after his father's death only nine months ; That after his death the Baby- 
tonians made choice of Nabonadius, who was no way of kin to the family 
of Nebuchadnezzar, but a Median by defcenr, and that for this rcafon on- 
ly is he called Darius the Median in Scripture. As to what they lay of 
Nabonadius's not being of kin to the family of Nebuchadnezzar, it muit 
be confefTed, that the fragments of MegaJIbenes ' may give them fome au- 
thority for it. But as for all the reft, it hath no other foundation but the- 
imaginacion of them that fay it. And the whole iscontrary to Scripture. 
For \Jl% The hand-writing on the wall told Belfljazzar, that his kingdom 
fliould be divided, or rent from him, and be given to • the Medes and Ter- 
fians, and immediately after * the facrcd text tells us, that Bel/bazzarwas 
flain that night, and Darius the Median took the kingdom, who could be 
none other than Cyaxares King of Media, who in conjunction with Cyrus 
the Terjian conquered Babylon, idly. Therefore Be/jhasaar muft have' 
been the lafl Babylonijh King, and confequcntly the Nabonadius ofPtolcmy. 
idly, This lail King was not a Ibranger to the family of Nebuchadnezzar, 
for the facrcd text makes him ■ his defcendent. 4*bly, Darius is faid to 
have governed the kingdom by the laws " of the Medes and Tcrjians, which 
cannot be fuppofed till after the Medes and Terfians had conquered 
fbat kingdom. Had this Darius been Nabonadius the Baby loHiJl> King, he 
would certainly have governed by the Babylonijh Izws, and not by the laws 
of. his enemies, the Medes and Terfians, who were in hoflility againflhim 
all his reign, and fought his ruine. <thly, Darius is faid to have divided 
his empire into ' an hundred and twenty provinces, which could not have 
been true of the Babytonifl) empire, that never having been large enough 
for it. But it muft be underftood of the 'Pcrjutn empire only, which was 
vafily larger. And afterwards on theconqueft of Egypt by Cambyjes,and 
of Thrace and India by Darius Hyjlajpis, it had feven other provinces ad- 
ded to its former number. And therefore in the time of EJlbcr it confut- 
ed of an hundred twenty and feven provinces. And this having been the 
divifion of tt^cTer/ian empire at that time, it fuificicntly proves the for- 
mer to havc.beenof the fame empire alfo. Forif the *PerJtan empire from 
India to Ethiopia contained but an hundred and twenty feven provinces, 
the empire of Babylon alone, which was not the feventh part of the other, 
could not contain an hundred and twenty. The tcXUmony which Scaliger 
brings to prove Nabonadius to have been a Mede by defcent, and by ele- 
ction made King of Babylon, is very abfurd. In the prophefy of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, delivered to the Babylonians a little before his death, con- 
cerning their future fubjc&ion to the Per/Fans, which is preferVcd in the 
fragments of Megafthenes, K there are thefc words, 1 A Perfian mule /ball 
come, who by the help of your (nun Gods Jigbting for him Jhall bring Jlavery 
upon you, vuhoje ajpjlant, or fellow-caujer herein, Jhall be the Mede. By 
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which Mede is plainly meant Cyaxares King of Media., who was confede- 
rate with Cyrus in the war, wherein Babylon was conquered. But Scali- 
vjrr faith, it was Nalonadius, and hence proves that he was a Mede, and 
quotes this place in Megaftbenes for it. If you ask him why he faith this, 
bis anfwer is, that the perfon, who is in that prophefy Cud to be the afli- 
ftant of Cyrus, and fellow caufer with him in bringing fervitude upon Ba- 
bylon, mult be Nabonadius, becaufe he was an ailiftant and fellow caufer 
with him herein in being beaten, and conquered by him. This argument 
needs no anfwer, it is futKciently refuted by being related. And therefore 
Jfaac VoQius well obferves, that the arguments which Scaliger brings for 
this arc indigna Scaligero^ i.e. unworthy of Scaliger. Chronologia Sacra, 

^ After Cyrus had fettled his affairs at Babylon, » he went into TerJU 
to make a vifir to his father and mother, they being both yet living, and 
on his return through Media^ he there married the daughter of Cyaxares, 
having with her for her dower the kingdom of Media in rcverfion after her 
father's death, for (he was his only child ; and then with his new wife he 
went back to Babylon. And Cyaxares being carncftly invited by him thi- 
ther accompanied him in the journey. On their arrival at Babylon, they 
there took counfel in concert together for the fettling of the whole em- 
pire j and * having divided it into one hundred and twenty provinces, 
which I have before fpokcnof, they k diftributed the government of them 
among thofe, that had born with Cyrus the chief burden of the war, and 
bell merited from him in ic. Over thefc were appointed* three prefidenrs, 
who conllantly rcliding at court, were to receive from them from time 
to time an account of all particulars relating to their refpeciive govern- 
ment, and again remit to them the King's orders concerning them. And 
therefore in thefc three, as the chief miniftcrs of the King, was encrufted 
the fupcrintendency and main government of the whole empire. And of 
them 'Daniel was made the firft. To which preference, not only his great 
wifdom, (which was of eminent fame all over the eafl) but alfo his feni- 
ority, and long experience in affairs, gave him the juftcft title. For he had 
now from the fecond year of Nebuchadnezzar been employed full fixty 
five years as a prime miniftcr of Hate under the Kings of Babylon. How- 
ever this ltation advancing him to be the next perfon to the King in the 
whole empire, it ftirrcd up fo great an envy againft him among the other 
courtiers, that they laid that fnare for him which call him into the lion's 
den. But he being there delivered by a miracle from all harm, this mali- 
cious contrivance ended in the dcftru&ion of its authors, and 'Daniel be- 
ing thenceforth immovcably fettled in the favour of 'Darius and Cyrus,* he 
profpered greatly in their time as long as he lived. 

In the firft year of 'Darius, 'Daniel computing that the feventy years of 
Judah'% captivity, which were prophefied of by the prophet Jeremiah, 
were now drawing to an end, * carncftly prayed unto God, that he wourd 
remember his people, and grant rcftoration to Jerujalenty and make his 
face again to fhinc upon the holy city and his fanctuary, which he had 
placed there. Whereon in a vifion he had aflurance given him by the an- 
gel Gabriel, not only of the deliverance of Judab from their temporal 
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captivity under the Babylonians, but alfo of a much greater redemption, 
which God would give his church in his deliverance of them from their 
fpiritual captivity under fin and fatan, to be accomplifhed at the end of fe- 
venty weeks after the going forth of the commandment to rebuild Jeru- 
falem, that is, at the end of four hundred and ninety years. For taking 
each day for a year, according as is ufual in the prophetic flyle of Scrip- 
ture, fo many years feventy weeks of years will amount to, which is the 
cleareft prophefy of the coming of the Mejfiah, that we have in the Old 
Teftament. For it determines it to the very time on which he accordingly 
came, and by his death and paflion, and refurre&ion from the dead, com- 
pleatedforus the great work of our falvation. 

CTRVS immediately on his return to Babylon had iflued out his or- 
ders f for all his forces to come thither to him, which at a general mufter 
he found to be an hundred and twenty thoufand horfe, two thoufand fith- 
ed chariots, and fix hundred thoufand foot. Of thefe, having diftributed 
into garrifons as many as were neceflary for the defence of the feveral parts 
of the empire, he marched with the reft in an expedition into Syria, where 
be fettled all thofe parts of the empire, reducing all under him as far as the 
Red Sea, and the confines of Ethiopia. In the interim 6 Cyaxares 
(whom the Scriptures call 'Darius the Median) ftaid at Babylon, and there 
governed the affairs of the empire, and during that time hapned what 
hath been above related concerning Daniel's being eaft into the lion's den, 
and his miraculous deliverance from it. 

An d about the fame time feem to have been coined thofe famous pieces 
of gold called Daric's, h which by reafon of their finenefs, were for feve- 
ral ages preferred before all other coin throughout all theeaft. For we are 
told that the author ''of 'this coinwas ' notDarius Hyjiajpis, as fome have 
imagined, but an ancienter Harms. But there is no ancienter 'Darius 
mentioned to have reigned in- the eaft, excepting only this Darius, whom 
the Scripture calls Darius the Median. And therefore it is moft likely that 
he was the author of this coinj and that during the two years that he 
reigned at Babylon, while Cyrus was abfent from thence on his Syrian, E- 
gyptiam and other expeditions, he caufed it to be made there out of the 
vaft quantity of gold, which had been brought thither into the treafury 
as the fpoils of the war which he and Cyrus had been fo long engaged in^ 
from whence it became difperfed all over the eaft, and alfo into Greece, 
where it was of great reputation. According " to Dr. Bernard it weighed 
two grains more than one of our guineas, but the finenefs added much 
more to its value. For it was in a manner all of pure gold, having none, 
oratleaft very little alloy in it, and therefore may well be reckon'd, as 
the proportion of gold and filver now ftands with us in refpect to each p- 
ther, to be worth twenty five millings of our money. In thofe ' parts of 
Scripture, which were written after the Babylonijh captivity, thefe pieces 
are mentioned by the name oiAdarkonim, and in the Talmudifts by the 
name of m Darkonoth, both from the Greek Axpewo/, i. e. Darks. And it 
is to be obferved, that all thofe -pieces of gold, which were afterwards 
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coined of the fame weight and value by the fucceeding Kings, not only 
of the Terfian, but alfo of the Macedottian race, were all called Darics 
from the Darius, that was the firft author of them. And thefe were ei- 
ther whole "Darics or half Darics, as with us there are guineas and half 
guineas. 

But about two years after Cyaxares dying, and Camby/es being alfo 
dead in Terfia, " Cyrus returned and took on him the whole government 
of the empire, over which he reigned feven years. His reign is reckoned, 
from his firft coming out of Terfia with an army for the affiftance of Cy- 
axares, to his death, to have been thirty years, from the taking of Babylon 
nine years, and from his being fole monarch of the whole empire after the 
death of Cyaxares and Camby/es feven years. Tully ° reckons by the firft 
account, p Ttolemy by the fecond, and ' Xenophon by the third. And the 
firft of thefe feven years is that firft year of Cyrus mentioned in the firft 
verfe of the book of Ezra, wherein an end was put to the captivity of 
Judahi and a licenfe given them by a publick decree of the King's, again 
to return into their own countrey. The feventy years which Jeremiah 
had prophefied fhould be the continuance of this captivity were now juft 
expired. For it began a year, and two months before the death of Nabo- 
■pollafar, after that Nebuchadnezzar reigned forty three years, Evilme- 
rodach two years, Neriglijfar four years, Beljhazzar feventeen years, and 
Darius the Median two years, which being all put together make, juft ftx- 
ty nine years and two months, and if you add hereto ten months more to 
compleat the faid feventy .years, it will carry down the end of them exact- 
ly into the fame month in the firft year of Cyrus, in which it began in the 
laft lave one olNabopollafar, i. e.. in ,the ninth month of the Jewijh year, 
which is the November of purs. For in .that month Nebuchadnezzar ^a:& 
took Jerufalem, and carried great numbers of the people, into captivity, 
as hath been before related. -And that their releafe from it hapned* alfo in 
the fame month may be thus inferr'd front Scripture: - The firft. time 'the 
Jews are found at Jerufalem after their return was in their Nifan,i.e. in 
pur April, as will hereafter be Ihewn. If you allow them four . months for 
their march thither from Babylon, (which was the time ' in which Ezra 
performed the like march) the beginningbf that march wiUfaU in the mid- 
dle of the December preceding. And if you . allow a month's time after 
the.decree of releafe for their preparing for that journey, it wiU -fixitheend 
of the faid captivity, which they were then releafed from^ exa&ly in the 
middle of the month of November in the firft year of i Cyrus, which was 
the very time,; on which it began juft feventy years before. ■ And that this 
firft ;pf Cyrus is not to be reckoned with : 'Ptolemy from . the taking of Ba- 
bylon, and the death of Beljbazzar;., but .with Xendphqn .front- the death 
of Darius the'Mede, and the: fucceffion of Cyrus into the government of 
the whole empire, appears.fi-om hence^that this'. laft. is plainly the ; Scri- 
pture;reckoning.\ For ther ejn .after the , taking of Babylon, and the death 
6t 'Be/Jhazzar,\Darius the Mede f is named in the fucceffion before Cy- 
rus the Terfan, : and the years < . of the reign of Cyrus are not there re*c 
koned, till the years of the reign of Darius had ceafed, and therefore 
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according to Scripture, thefirft of Cyrus cannot be till after the death, of 
Darius. 

There can be no dqubtj but that this decree in favour of the Jews 
was obtained by Daniel- When Cyras firft came into Babylon on his ta- 
king the city, he found him there an old minuter of ftate, famed for his 
great wifdom all over the" eaft, and long experienced in the management 
of the publick affairs of the government, and fuCh counfellors wife Kings 
always feek for; and moreover" his late reading of the wonderful hand- 
writing on the wall, which had puzled all the wife-men of Babylon be- 
lides, and the event Which hapned immediately after exactly agreeable to 
his interpretation, had made a very great and frefli addition to his reputa- 
tion. And therefore on Cyrus's having made himfelf matter of the 
city, he was foon called for, as a perfon that was belt able to advife and 
direct about the fetling of the government on this revolution, and was 
confulted with in all the meafures taken herein. On which occafion he 
fo well approved himfelf, that afterwards on the fetling of the government 
of the whole empire, he was made firft fuperintendent, or prime minifter 
of ftate over all the provinces of it, as hath been already ihewn. And 
when Cyrus returned from his Syrian expedition again to Babylon., he 
found a new addition to his fame from his miraculous deliverance from 
the lion's den. All which put together, gave fufficient reafon for that 
wife and excellent prince to have him in the higheft efteem, and there- 
fore it is faid, that v he profpered under him, as he did under Darius the 
Median, with whom it appears he was in the higheft favour and efteem. 
And fmce he had been fo earneft with God in prayer for the reftoration 
of his people, as we find in the ninth chapter of Daniel, it is not to be 
thought that he was backward in his interceffions for it with the King, 
efpecially when he was in fo great favour, and of fo great authority with 
him. And to induce him the readier to grant his requeft, he fliewed him 
the prophefies of the prophet Ifaiah, w which fpake of him by name one 
hundred and fifty years before he was born, as one whom God had de- 
figned to be a great conqueror, and King over many nations, and the re- 
ftorer of his people, in caufing the temple to be built, and the land ofy«- 
dah, and the city of Jerufalem to be again dwelt in by its former inhabi- 
tants. That Cyrus had feen and read thefe prophefies, 1 Jofephus tells us, 
and it is plain from Scripture that he did fo. For they are recited 1 in his 
decree in Ezra, for the rebuilding of the temple. And who was there 
that Ihould fttew them unto him but Daniel ; who in the ftation that he 
was in had conftant accefs unto him, and of all men living had it moft at 
heart to fee thefe prophefies fulfilled in the reftoration of Sion .? Befides, 
Cyrus in his late expedition into Syria and 'Palejiine, having feen fo large 
and good a countrey as that of Judea lie wholly defolate, might juftly be 
moved. with a defire of having it again inhabited. For the ftrength and 
Jfches every empire being chiefly in the number of its fubjects, no wife 
prince would ever defire, that any part of his dominions fliould lye un- 
peopled. And who could be more proper again to plant the defolated 
countrey of Judea than its former inhabitants ? They were firft carried out 
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of Judea by Nebuchadnezzar to people and llrcngthen Babylon, and per- 
chance under this government of the 'Perfians, to which the Babylonians 
were never well aHedcd, the weakning and difpeopling of Babylon might 
be as ilrong a reafon for their being fent back again into their own coun- 
trey. But whatsoever fecond caufes worked to it, God's over-ruling 
power, which turneth the hearts of Princes which way he pleafeth, brought 
it to pafs, that in the firft year of Cyrus's monarchy over the call, he if- 
fucd out his royal decree for the rebuilding of the temple at Jerufalem % 
and the return of the Jews again into their own countrey. And hereon 
the ftatc of Judith and Jerujklem began to be rcltorcd, of which an ac- 
count will be given in the next book. 
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BS^^^^^^g TR V S " having iffued out his decree for the reftoring of An 
SB^^^^^^l the Jews unto their own land, and the rebuilding of Cyrus «. 
WB\ Rpiililll ^ e tem P le at Jerufalem^ they gathered together out 
ift «pfl§HH of the feveral P arts of the Kingdo™ 1 of " Babylon to the 
l^^^^^^^l number of forty two thoufand three hundred and 
^^^^^^^81 perfons, with their fervants, which amounted to 

^f^m^P k^M feven thoufand three hundred thirty and feven more. 

Their chief leaders were b Zerubbabel the fon of Salathiel the fon of 
Jehoiach'm or Jeconias King otJudah % and Jejhua the fon of Jozadack 
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the high-pricil Zerubbabcl (whole Ji.il/yloniJb name was ' SbezbazzarJ 
was made J governor of the land under the title of Ttrjbatha, bycommil- 
fion from Cyrus. But Jejiy.ta was high-prielt by Jineal defcent from the 
pontifical family. For * he was the fon of Jozadack, who was the fon of 
Seraiab, that was high-prieit when Jerujalem was deftroyed, and the tem- 
ple burnt by the Chaldeans. . Seraiab being then taken prifoner by Nebuza- 
radan, and carried to Nebuchadnezzar to Riblab in Syria, was ' then put 
to death by him. But Jozadack his fon being fpared as to his life, * was 
only with the reft led captive to Babylon, where he died before the decree 
of reftoration came forth, and therefore the officeof high-pried was then 
in Je/bua his fon, and under * that title he is named next Zerubbabel, a- 
mong the firlt of thofe that returned. The reft were k Nebemiab, Seraiab, 
Reelaiab, Mordecai, BilJltam, Mi/par, Bigvai, Rehum, and Baanab, who 
were the prime leaders of the people, and the chief afliftants to Zerubba- 
bel in the rcfettBngof them againin their { own land, and are by the jexo- 
ifl> Writers reckoned the chief men of the great fyna'gogue. So they call 
the convention of ciders, which, they fay, fat at Jerujalem after the return 
of the yews, and did there, ag^in rc-cftablilh all their affairs both as to 
church and ftate, of which tMcy fpeak great* things, as fhall hereafter be 
fhewn. But it is to be obferved, that the Nebemiab and Mordecai above 
mentioned wcrrndt the Nebemiab and Mordecai, of whom there is fo 
much lEfid in thc^ooks of-Nebjmiab and EJlberf but qnnje diftcrcn?k>cr- 
fons who bore flic-fame name? " " * 

At the fame time that C^/xiflued out his decree for the rebuilding of 
the temple at "Jerufalem, he 1 ordered all the vcflcls to be rcftorcd which 
had been taken from thence. Nebuchadnezzar, on the burning of the for- 
mer temple, had brought them to Babylon, and placed them there in the 
tcmpleof Bel his God. From thence they were according to CyruYs or- 
der, by Mitbredatb the King's trcafurer, delivered to Zerubbabel, who 
carried ihcr.i back again to Jerujalem. AD the vcflels of gold and filver 
that were at this time rcftorcd were live thou&nd four hundred, the re- 
mainder was brought back by Ezra in the reign of jlrtaxerxes Longima- 
?tus many years after. 

A n d not only thbfedf Judab and Benjamin, but fcveral alfo of the other 
tribes, took the benefit of this decree to return again into their own land. 
For * forae of them, who were carried away by Tiglatb-'Pilefer,Salmanefer, 
and EJarhaddon, ftill retained the true worfliip of God in a ftrange land, 
and did not go into the idolatrous ufagcs,and impieties of the heathens, 
among whom they were difperfed, but joined thcmfclves to the Jews 
when by a like captivity they were brought into the fame parts. And fome 
after all the jiflyrian captivities were ftill' left in the land. For we find 
fome of them ftill there in the time 1 of Jojiab, and they fuflercd the Ba- 
byloni/h captivity as well as the Jews, till at length they were wholly car- 
ried away in the la ft of them by Nebuzaradan, in the " twenty third year 
of Nebuchadnezzar. And many of them had long before * left their tribes 
for their religion, and incorporating thcmfclves with their brethren ofy»- 
dah and. Benjamin dwelt in their cities, and there fell into the fame cala- 
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mity with them in their captivity under the Babylonians. And of all thefe 
a great number took the advantage of this decree again to return and 
dwell in their own cities. For both Cyrus's decree* as well as that of Ar- 
taxerxes^ extended to all the hoUfe of IJrael. The decree of Artaxerxes 
° is by name to all the people of IJrael, and that of Cyrus p is to all the 
people of the God of IJrael, that is, (as appears by the rext) to all thofe 
thatlworihipped God at Jerufdlem, which muft be underftodd of the peo- 
ple of lfrael as well as of Judah. For that temple was built for both, and 
both had an equal right to worlhip God there. And therefore Ezra t 
when he returned in the reign of Artaxerxes Longimanns, * fent a copy 
of the King's deci-ee, whereby that favour was granted him through all 
Media, where the ten tribes were in captivity, as well as through all Chal- 
dea and Affyria, where the Jews were in captivity, which plainly implies* 
that both of them were included in that decree, and that being a renewal 
of the decree of Cyrus, both muft be underftood of the lame extent. And 
we are told in Scripture, that after the captivity ' fome of the children of 
Ephraim and ManaJJeh dwelt in Jerufalem, as well as thofe of Judah and 
Benjamin. And it appears from feveral places f in the New Teftament* 
that fome of all the tribes were ftill in being among the Jews, even to the 
time of their laft difperlion on the deftru&ion of Jerufalem by the Romans^ 
tho' then all were comprehended under the name of Jews, which after the 
Babylonijh captivity became the general name of the whole nation, as that 
of Jfraeiites was before. And this being premifed, it folves the difficul- 
ty which arifeth from the difference that is between the general number* 
and the particulars, of thofe that returned upon Cyrus's decree. For the 
general number both in Ezra and Nehemiah is faid to be forty two thou- 
fand three hundred and fixty ; but the particulars, as reckoned up in their 
feveral families in Ezra, amount only to twenty nine thoufand eight hun j 
dred and eighteen, and in Nehemiah to thirty one thoufand thirty and one. 
The meaning of which is, they are only the tribes of Judah^ Benjamin^ 
and Levi, that are reckoned by their famines in both thefe places* ' the; 
reft being of the other tribes of IJrael axe number'd only in the grofsfum, 
and this is that which makes the grofsfum fo much exceed the particulars 
in both the computations. But how it comes to pafs, that the particulars 
in Ezra differ^ from* the particulars in Nehemiah, lines there are feveral 
ways how this may be accounted for, and we can only conjecture which 
of them may be the right, I lhall not take upon me to determine. 

Of the twenty four courfes of the priefts, that were carried away to 
Babylon, only ' four returned, and they were the courfes of Jedaiah, Immer* 
1>ajbur, and Harim, which made up the number of four thoufand two 
hundred eighty and nine perfbns ; the reft either tarried behind or were 
extinct. However, the old number of the courfes, as eftablilhed by King 
'David, were ftill kept up. For of the four courfes that returned, v each 
fubdivided themfelves into fix, and the new courfes taking the names of 
thofe that were wanting, ftill kept up the old titles ; and hence it is, that 
after this Mattathias is faid to have been, of the courfe w of Joarib, and 
Zacharias of the courfe of x Abias, tho' neither of thefe courfes were of 
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the number of thofe that returned. For the new courfes took the names 
of the old ones tho' they were not defcended from them, and fothey were 
continued by the fame names under the fecond temple as they had been 
under the firft ; only the fifth courfe, tho' of the number of thefe that re- 
turned, changed its name, and for that of Malchijah, under which it was 
firil eftablifhed, took the name of Tajhur, that is, the name of the fon in- 
ftead of that of the father. For 3 Tajbur was the fon of Malchijah. It is 
a common faying among the Jews, that they were 1 only the bran, that is, 
the dregs of the people, that returned to Jerusalem after the end of the 
captivity, and that all the fine flower ftaid behind at Babylon. It is moft 
certain, that notwithftanding the feveral decrees that had been granted by 
the Kings of Terfia, for the return of the Jews into their own land, there 
were a great many that waved taking the advantage of them, and con- 
tinued ftili in Chaldea, Ajjyria, and other eaftern provinces, where 
they had been carried, and it is moft likely that they were of the beft and 
richeft of the nation that did fo. For when they had gotten houfes and 
lands in thofe parts, it cannot be fuppofed that fuch would be very for- 
ward to leave good fettlements, to new plant a countrey that had lain 
many years defolate. But of what fort foever they were, it's certain a 
great many ftaid behind, and never returned again into their own countrey. 
And if we may guefs at their number by the family of Aaron* they muft have 
been many more than thofe who fettled again in Judea. For of the twen- 
ty four courfes of the fons of Aaron which were carried away, we find 
only four among thofe that returned, as hath been already taken notice of. 
And hereby it came to pafs, that during all the time of the fecond temple, and" 
for a great many ages after, the number of the Jews'm Chaldea, Affyria, and 
Terfia, grew to be fo very great, that they were all along thought to ex- 
ceed the number of the Jews of Talejiine, even in thofe times when that 
countrey was beft inhabited by them. 
a„. ssf. Those who made this firft return into Judea arrived there in Nifan, 
CyrusV the firft month of the Jewijh year (which anfwers to part of March and 
part of April in our calendar,) for the ■ fecond month of the next year is 
faid to be in the fecond year after their return, and therefore they muft 
then have been a whole year in the land. As foon as they came thither, 
b they difperfed themfelves according to their tribes, and the families of 
their fathers, into their feveral cities, and there betook themfelves to re- 
build their houfes, and again manure their lands, after they had now from 
the deftruction of Jerufalem, and the flight of the remainder of the peo- 
ple into Egypt on the death of Gedaliah, lain defolate and uncultivated 
fifty two years, according to the number of the fabbatical years, which 
they had neglected to obferve. For according to the Mofaical law they 
ought to have left their lands fallow every feventh year. But among o- 
ther commandments of God this alfo they had neglected, and therefore 
d God made the land lie defolate without inhabitants or cultivation, till it 
had enjoyed the full number of its fabbaths that it had been deprived of. 
And this tells us how long the Jews had neglected this Law of the fabba- 
tical year. For it's certain the land was defolated only fifty two years, 
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that is, from the death of Gedaliah till the end of the feventy years capti- 
vity in the firft year of the empire of Cyrus. And fifty two fabbatical years 
make fifty two weeks of years ; which amount to three hundred fixty four 
years, which carries up the computation to the beginning of the reign of 
jtfa, and therefore from that time the Jews having neglected to obferve 
the fabbatical years, till they had deprived the land of fifty two of them* 
God made that land lie defolate without cultivation or inhabitants juft fo 
many years, till he had reftored to it that full reft, which the wickednefs 
of its inhabitants had, contrary to the law of their God, denied unto 
it. If we reckon the whole feventy years of the captivity into thofe years 
of defolation, which were to make amends for the fabbatical years that the 
land had been deprived of, then we muft reckon the obfervation of them 
to have been laid afide for feventy weeks of years, that is, four hundred 
and ninety years. But this will carry back the omiffion higher up than the 
days of David and Samuel, in whofe time it is not likely^ that fuch a breach 
of the law of God would have been permitted in the land. 

On the feventh month, which is called. the month Tifri, all the people 
which had returned to their feveral cities gathered c together at Jerufa- 
lem, and there, on the firft f day of that month celebrated the feaft of 
trumpets. This month began about the time of the autumnal equinox, 
and was formerly 6 the firft month of the year, till it was h changed at the 
time of the coming up of the children of Ifrael out of Egypt. For that 
hapning in the month of Abib, afterwards called Nifati, that month for 
this reafon had the honour given it as thenceforth to be reckoned among 
the Ifraelites for the firft month of the year, that is in all ecclefiaftical 
matters. Before this time ' Tifri was reckoned every where to begin the 
year, becaufe from thence did commence (it was thought) k the begin- 
ning of all things, it being the general opinion among the ancients, that 
the world was created and firft began at the time of the autumnal equinox; 
And for this reafon the Jews do ftill in their Mra of the creation of the 
world, as well as in their JEraof contracts, compute the beginning of the 
year from the firft of Tijri, and all their bills and bonds, and all other ci- 
vil acis and contracts are ftill dated among them according to the fame 
computation. And from this month alfo they 1 begun all their jubilees, 
and fabbatical years. And therefore altho' their ecclefiaftical year began 
from Nifaii, and all their feftivals were reckoned according to it, yet their 
civil year was ftill reckoned from Tifri, and the firft day of that month 
was their new-years day ; and for the more folemn celebration of it, this 
feaft of trumpets feems to have been appointed. 

On the m tenth day of the fame month was the great day of expiation, 
when the high-prieft made atonement for all the people of Ifrael, and on 
the ° fifteenth day began the feaft of tabernacles, and lafted till the twenty, 
fecondinclufively. During all which folemnities the people ftaidat Jeru- 
falem, and employed all that time to the belt of their power, to fet for- 
ward the reftoration of God's worfhip again in that place, toward which, 
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all that had riches contributed according to their abilities. And the" free- 
will offerings which were made on this occafion, befides an hundred veft- 
mentsfor thepriefts, amounted to fixty one thoufand drams of gold, and 
five thoufand minas of filver, which in all, comes to about feventy five 
thoufand five hundred pound of our money. For every dram of gold is 
worth ten millings of our money, and every mina of filver nine pound, for 
p it contained fixty fhekels, and every 9 fhekel of filver is worth of our mo- 
ney three millings. And upon this fund they began the work. And a great 
fum it was to be raifed by fo fmall a number of people, and on their firft 
return from their captivity, efpecially if they were only of the poorer fort, 
as the Rabbins fay. It muft be fuppofed that thefe offerings were made 
by the whole nation of the Jews, that is, by thofe who ftaid behind, as 
well as by thofe who returned, otherwife it is fcarce pofllble to folve the 
matter. For all having an equal intereft in that temple ; and the daily fa- 
crifices there offered up having been in the behalf of all, it is very reafo- 
nable to fuppofe, that all did contribute to the building of it, and that 
efpecially feeing that as long as that temple flood, ' every Jew annually 
paid an half fhekel, i. e. about eighteen pence of our money, towards its 
repair, and the fupport of the daily fervice in it, into what parts foever 
they were difperfed through the whole world. 

The firft thing they did, was f to reftore the altar of the Lord for burnt 
offerings. This flood * in the middle of the inner court of the temple, 
exa&ly before the porch leading into the holy place, and hereon were 
made the daily offerings of the morning and evening fervice, and all o- 
ther offerings ordinary and extraordinary, which were offered up to 
God by fire. It had been beaten down and deftroyed by the Babylo- 
nians at the burning of the temple, and in the fame place was it now 
again reftored. That it ' was built, and flood in another place with a 
tabernacle round it, till the rebuilding of the temple was fully finifhed 
and compleated, is a fancy without a foundation. It was certainly built 
in its proper place, Y that is in the fame place where it before flood ; 
and there they daily offered facrifices upon it, even before any thing 
elfe of the temple was built about it. It was u a large pile built all of 
unhewn ttones, thirty two cubits (/. e. forty eight foot) fquare at the bot- 
tom. From thence it rifing one cubit benched-in one cubit: And from 
thence, being thirty cubits fquare, it did rife five cubits, and benched- 
in one cubit. And from thence being twenty eight cubits fquare, it did 
rife three cubits, and benched-in two cubits. From whence it did rife 
one cubit, which was the hearth, upon which the offerings were burned, 
and the benching-in of two cubits breadth was the paffage round it, on 
which the priefts flood, when they tended the fire, and placed the facri- 
fices on it. So this hearth was a fquare of twenty four cubits, or thirty 
fix foot on every fide, and one cubit high, which was all made of folid 
brafs, and from hence it was called the " brazen altar. For it is not to be 
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imagined, that it was all made of folid brafs. For to make up fa big a pile 
all of that metal would coll a vaft.fum of money. And belides if it were 
fo made, it would not only be againft the law, but alfo impracticable for 
the ufe intended. It would be againft the law, becaufe thereby they are 
commanded, that wherefoever they ihould make an altar, other than the 
portable altar of the tabernacle, they mould make it * of earth, or elfe of 
unhewn ftone. And it would be impracticable for the ufe intended, be- 
caufe if it were all of brafs, the fire continually burning upon the top of 
it, would fo heat the whole, and especially that part of it next the hearth, 
that it would be impoffible for the priefts to ftand oh it, when they were 
to come thither to officiate in tending the altar, and offering thefacrifices 
thereon; and that efpecially fince they were always to officiate barefoot- 
ed, without any thing at all upon their feet to fence them from the heat 
of it. It is not indeed any where comnumdedj that the priefts ihould offi- 
ciate bare-footed, but among the garments affignedfor the priefts fExod. 
xxviii.) fhoes not being named, they were fuppofed therefore .to be for- 
bid, and the text faying, (verfe the 4 th ) The/eake the garments wBich they 
thdll make-, this, (they fay) excludes all that are not there named. And 
Mofes being commanded at the burning bufli y to put off his fhoes, for 
that the ground on which he flood was holy, becaufe of the extraordina- 
ry prefence of God then in that Place ; this they make a further argument 
for it. For, fay they, the temple was all holy for the fame reafon, that is, 
becaufe of the extraordinary prefence of Gs>& there refiding in the Sheci- 
wah over the mercy feat. And for thefe reafpns it was moll, ftri&ly ex- 
acted, that the priefts Ihould be always bare 'footed in the temple, although 
their going there with their bare feet upoji the marble pavement was very 
pernicious to the health of many of them. . . Qn the four corners of the al- 
tar, on the laft benching-in, where the priefts flood when they offered the 
facrifices, there were fixed four fmall pillars of a cubit height, and a cubit 
on every fide, in the form of an exact cube. And thefe were the horns of 
the altar fo often mentioned in Scripture. The middle of each of them 
was hollow, becaufe therein was to be put fomeof the blood of the facri- 
fices. The afcent up to the altar was by. a gentle riling on the fouth fide, 
called the Kibbejk, which was thirty two cubits in length, and fixteen in 
breadth, and landed upon the upper benching-in next the hearths or the 
top of the altar. For 1 to go up to the altar by fteps ; was forbid <by the 
law. The form of the whole will be beft underftood by fhe^aftri'exed, 
Draught. ■ J: ' w 
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fa) The -foundation 'of thfe-attav thirty 
two cubits :|quare, tod one cubit high. 

(tz«) The firft inbenching one cubit 
broad. 

(£) A fquare fpace of one cubit fquarei 
cut out ofthe ■foTOdatioitatthe-fouth-eaft 
corner of the altar, at the bottom of which 
were two holes j 'through which the blood 
of the altar did run down into a fink un- 
derneath the -pavement. 

(«) The riling of the altar from thefirft 
inbenching, thirty Cubits fquare and five 
cubits high. 

(d) A red linej which went round the 
altar to diftinguifh the holy part, i. e. that 
above it from the prophane, i. e. that 
which was below it, was exactly in the 
middle of the altar, five cubits above the 
floor or -pavement of the court, and five 
cubits below the top of the hearth. 

(e) The fecond inbenching, being a cu- 
bit broad. 

(/) The riling of the altar from the fe- 



cond inbenching, behlgtwemy eight Cu- 
bits fquare fcnd three cubits 3ujgh. ; 

(£) The kit mhenching, Seeing two cu- 
bits broad, which was the pafls^e Bound 
the altar where the priefts ftood when 
-they ;offered -the Sacrifices and -tended the 
altar. 

(h) 'The four horns of the altar placed 
at the four corners of the laft inbenching, 
each of Which was a cube of one cubit 
every way, and hollow in the middle, 
where fome of the blood of the facrifices 
were always put. 

(?) The brazen hearth on which all the': 
facrifices were burnt, it was twenty four 
cubits fquare, and one cubit high from 
the laft inbenching. 

(k) The kibbelh, or Hoping afcent to 
the top of the altar, being fixteen cubits 
broad and thirty two long. 

(I) A pafTage from the kibbelh to the 
fecond inbenchin 



hing, one cubit broad. 
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But their zeal for the temple being that, which had brought moft of 734- 
them back again into Jtidea, the rebuilding of this was What they had Cyrus 3 " 
their hearts moft intent upon. And therefore haying employed the fir ft 
year 2 in preparing materials, and contracting witb carpenters and mafons 
for the work, * in the fecond month of the fecond year they laid the foun- 
dation of the houfe, which was done with great folemnity. For ZeruB- 
babel the governor, and Jejhtia the high-prieft, being prefentwith all the 
congregation, the trumpeters blew their trumpets, and themufieians foun- 
ded their instruments, and fingers fung, all in praife to theLord their God, 
and all the reft of the people fhouted for joy, while the .firft ftones were 
laid ; only the old men, who had feen the glory of the firft temple, 2nd 
had no expectation that this, which was now a building by. a few poor 
exiles lately returned into their countrey, could ever equal that which 
had all the riches of David acid Solomon, two of the wealthiest princes of 
the eaft, expended in the erefting of it, . wept at the remembrance of the 
old temple, while others rejoiced at the laying the foundations of the hew. 
And indeed the difference between the former temple, and this which was 
now a building, was fo great, that God himfelf tells the prophet b Haggai, 
that the latter in comparifon with the former was as nothing, fo much did 
it come fhort of it ; but this is not to be underftood of its bignefs. For 
the fecond temple was of the fame dimenfions with the firft, it being built 
upon the very fame foundations, and therefore it was exactly of the fame 
length and breadth. Cyrus's comrnVffion may feem to make it broaden 
For that allows e fixty cubits to its breadth, whereas Solomon's temple is 
faid to have been but d twenty cubits in breadth. But thefe different mea-< 
fures are to be underftood in refpect of the different diftances, between 
which the faid meafures were taken'. The twenty cubits breadth faid of 
Solomons temple was only the breadth, of the temple it felf, meafuring from 
the infide of the wall on the one fide fo the infide of the wall on the other 
fide. But the fixty cubits breadth in Cyrus's commiffion was the breadth 
of the whole building, meafuring from the infide of the outer wall of it on 
the one fide, to the infide of the outer wall on, the other fide. For e ber 
fides the temple it felf, which contained the holy place, and the holy of 
holies, each twenty cubits broad, there were thick walls inclofing it 'on 
each fide, and without them chambers on each fide, then another: wall, 
then a gallery, and then the outer walls of aU.enclofing the whole building, 
being five cubits thick ; which all together made up the whole breadth to 
be feventy cubits from out to out ; from which deducting the five cubits 
breadth of the outer wall on each fide, you have remaining the breadth of 
C>rw's commiffion, that is, fixty cubits, which was the breadth of the 
whole building, from the infideof one outer wall to the infide of the other. 
So that the difference of the faid twenty cubits breadth, and of the faid 
fixty cubits breadth, is no more than this, that one of them wasmeafured 
from the infide to the infide of the inner walls, and the other from the in- 
fide to the infide of the outer walls of the faid temple. 

But the glory of Solomon's temple was not in the temple it felf, much 
lefs in the bignefs of it. For that alone was but a fmall pile of building, 
f as containing no more than an hundred and fifty foot in length, and an 
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hundred and five in breadth, taking the whole of it together from out to 
out, which is exceeded by many of our parifh churches. The main gran- 
deur and excellency of it confuted xfl, In its ornaments, its workmanlhip be- 
ing every where exceeding curious, and its overlayings vaft and prodigious. 
For the overlayings of the holy of holies only, which was a room but thir- 
ty foot fquare and thirty foot high, amounted 6 to fix hundred talents of 
gold, which comes to four millions three hundred and twenty thoufand 
pound of our fterling money, ^^/y, In its materials. For Solomons tem- 
ple was all built of new large ftones, hewn out in the moft curious and 
artful manner, whereas the fecond temple was moftly built of fuch ftones 
only as they dug up out of the ruines of the former. 3 dly, In its out-buildings. 
For the court in which the temple flood, and that without it, called the 
court of the women, were built round with ftately buildings andcloyfters, 
and the gates entring thereinto were very beautiful andfumptuous. And the 
outer court, which was a large fquare encompafling all the reft, of feven 
hundred and fifty foot on every fide, was furrounded with a moft ftately 
and magnificent cloyfter, fuftained by three rows of pillars on three fides 
of it, and by four on the fourth. And all the out-buildings then lay in 
their rubbifli, without any profpeft of a fpeedy reparation. And there 
could then be no fuch ornaments or materials in this new temple, as there 
were in the former. In procefs of time indeed all the out-buildings were 
reftored, and fuch ornaments and materials were added on Herod's repair- 
ing of it, that the fecond temple aftei' that came little ihort herein of the 
former. And there are h fome who will fay that it exceeded it. But ftill 
what was the main glory of the firft temple, thofe extraordinary marks of 
the divine favour, with which it was honoured, were wholly wanting in 
the fecond. The Jews reckon them up in thefe 1 five particulars ; i/?,The 
ark of the covenant, and the mercy Teat which was upon it: i^/y, The 
Shecinah, or divine prefence .• 3<//y,The Drim and Thummzm: ^tbly, The 
holy fire upon the altar: And § tbly, The fpirit of prophefy. 

I. The ark of the covenant was k a fmall cheft, or coffer, three foot 
nine inches in length, and two foot three inches in breadth, and two foot 
three inches in height: In which were put the two tables of the law, as 
well the broken ones (fay 1 the Rabbins) as the whole ; and that there was 
nothing elfe in it, when it was brought into Solomons temple, isfaid in m 
two places of Scripture. But the Rabbins raife a controverfy concerning 
Aaron's rod, and the pot of manna, and the original volume of the law 
written by Mofes's own hand, whether they were not alfo in the ark. It 
is faid of 0 Aaron's rod, and the 0 pot of rnanna, that they were laid up be- 
fore theteftimony, and it being agreed on all hands, that by the teftimony 
are meant the two tables, thofe who interpret thefe words {before the 
tsftimouy\ in the ftriaeft fenfe, will have the faid rod and pot of manna to 
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have been laid up immediately before the tables within the ark. For other- 
wife (fay they) they would not have been laid up before the teftimony, 
but before the ark. But others, who do not underftand the word in fo 
ftridf a fenfe, fay they were laid up in the holy of holies without the ark, 
in a place juft before it, thinking that in this pofition without the ark, 
they may be as well faid to be laid up before the teftimony or tables of the 
law, as if they had been placed immediately before them within the ark. 
But the holy apoftle St. Taul decides this controverfy. For he pofitively 
tells us, That p within the ark were the golden pot that had mannai 
and Aaron V rod, and the tables of the covenant. As to the book or volume 
of the law, it being commanded to be put q Mitzzad, i. e. on the fide of 
the ark, thofe who interpret that word of the infide, place it within the- 
ark ; and thofe who interpret it of the outfide, place it on the outlide of 
ir, in a cafe or coffer made of purpofe for it, and laid on the right fide, 
meaning by the right fide that end of it which was on the right hand. And 
thelaftfeem to be in the right as to this matter. For, i/?, The fame word 
r Mitzzad is made ufe of, where it is faid, that the Tbiliftines fent back 
the ark, with an offering of jewels of gold put in a coffer by the fide of it. 
And there it is certain, that word muft be underftood of the outiide, and 
not of the infide. xdly^ The ark was not of capacity enough to hold the 
volume of the whole law of Mofes with the other things placed therein. 
idly, The end of laying up the original volume of the law in the temple 
was, that it might be referved.there as the authentick copy, by which all 
others were to be corrected and fet right, and therefore to anfwer this end 
it muft have been placed fo, as that accefs might be had thereto on all oc- 
casions requiring it, which could not have been done, if it had been put 
within the ark, and ihut up there by the cover of the mercy feat over it^ 
which was not to be removed. And ^thly, When ( Hilkiah the high-prieft 
in the time of Jofiah found the copy of the law in the temple, there is no- 
thing faid of the ark, neither is it there fpoken of as taken from thence, 
but as found elfe where in the temple. And therefore putting all this toge- 
ther it feems plain, that the volume of the law was not laid within the ark, 
but had a particular coffer or repofitory of its own, in which it was pla- 
ced on the fide of it. And the word Mitzzad, which anfwers to the Latin 
a latere, cannot truly bear any other meaning in the Hebrew langHage. And 
therefore the Cbaldee paraphrafe, which goes under the name of Jonathan 
Ben Dzziel, in paraphrafing on thefe words of Deuteronomy, c Take this 
book of the law, and put it in the fide of the ark of the covenant, renders it 
thus, Take the book of the law, and place it in a cafe or coffer on the right 
fide of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God. Over ' the ark was 
the mercy feat, and it was the covering of it. It was all made of folid 
gold, and of the thicknefs (fay the Rabbins) of an hand's breadth. At th6 
two ends of it were two cherubins looking inward towards each other with 
wings expanded, which embracing the whole circumference of the mercy 
feat, did meet on each fide in the middle. All which (fay w the Rabbins) 
was made out of the fame mafs, without joyning any of the parts by fol- 
der. 31 Here it was where the Shecinah or divine prefence refted both in 



p Hebrews ix. 4. audhereto agree Abarbanel on 1 Kings viii. 9. & R. Levi Ben Gerfbm. 
'i Dcuteron. xxxi. 2.6. r ! Sam. vi. 8. r a Kings xxii. 8. < Deat. xxxi. 26. 

v Exod. xxv.17-.-2a. w R.Levi Ben Gerfon, R.Solomon, Abarbanel, andotbers, 

* Lev. xvi. 2. 

Vol. I. Qz the 



n6 



Connection of the History of Part I . 



the tabernacle and temple, and was vifibly feen in the appearance of a 
cloud over it. And from hence * the divine oracles were given out by an 
audible voice, as often as God was confulted in the behalf of his people. 
And hence it is, that God is fo often faid Scripture * to dwell between 
the cherubins, that is, between the cherubins on the mercy feat, becaufe 
there was the feat or throne of the vifible appearance of his glory among 
them. And * for this reafon the high-prieit appeared before this mercy 
feat once every year, on the great day of expiation, when he was to make 
his neareft approach to the divine prefence, to mediate and make atone- 
ment for the whole people of I/rael. And all elfe of that nation, who 
ferved God according to the Levitical law, made it the centre of their 
worfliip. And not only in the temple, when they came up thither to wor- 
fhip, but every where elfe in their difperfion through the whole world, 
when ever they prayed b they turned their faces towards the place where 
the ark. flood, and directed all their devotions that way. And therefore 
the author of the book c Cozri juftly faith, that the ark, with the mercy 
feat and cherubins, were the foundation, root, heart and marrow of the 
whole temple, and all the Levitial worfliip therein perfomed. And there- 
fore had there nothing elfe of the firft temple been wanting in the fecond 
but the ark only, this alone would have been reafon enough for the old men 
to have wept, when they remembred the firft temple, in which it was, and 
alfo for the faying of Haggai, That d the fecond temple was as nothing in 
comparifon of the firft ; fo great a part had it in the glory of this temple, 
as long as it remained in it. However the defect was fupplied, as to the 
outward form. For in * the fecond temple there was alfo an ark made of 
the fame fhape and dimenfions with the firft, and put in the fame place. 
But tho'it was there fubftituted in its ftead, (as there was need, rhatfuch 
an one fliould, for the fervice, that was annually performed before it on 
the great day of expiation) yet it had none of its prerogatives or honours 
conferred upon it. For there were no tables of the law, no Aaron\ rod 
no pot of manna in it, no appearance of the divine glory over it, no ora- 
cles given from it. The firft ark was made and confecrated by God's ap- 
pointment, and had all thefe prerogatives and honours given unto it by 
him. But the fecond being appointed and fubftituted by man only, to 
be in the ftead and place of the other, could have none of them. And the 
only ufe that was made of it, was to be a reprefentative of the former on 
the great day of expiation, and to be a repofitory of the holy Scriptures 
that is, of the original copy of that collection, which was made of them 
after the captivity by Ezra, and the men of the great fynagogue as will 
be hereafter related. For when this copy was perfefted, it was there laid 
up in it. And in imitation hereof the Jews in all their fynagogues have a 
like ' ark or coffer of the fame fize or form, in which they keep the fcri- 
ptures belonging to the fynagogue, and from whence they take it out with 
great folemmty whenever they ufe it, and return it with the like when thev 
have done with it. That there was any ark at all in the fecond temple 
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many of the Jewijh writers do deny, and fay that the whole fervice of the 
great day of expiation was performed inthefecond temple, not before any 
ark, but before f the ftone on which the ark flood in the firft temple. But 
lince on their building of the fecond temple they found it necelTary for the 
carrying on of their worfhip in it to make a new altar of incenfe, a new 
fhew-bread table, and a new candleftick, inftead of thofe which the Baby- 
lo?iians had deftroyed, though none of them could be confecrated, as in 
the firft temple, there is no reafon to believe, but that they made a new 
ark alfo, there being as much need of it for the carrying on of their wor- 
fhip, as there was of the others. And fince the holy of holies, and the 
veil that was drawn before it, were wholly for the fake of the ark, what 
need had there been of thefe in the fecond temple, if there had not been 
the other alfo? Were it clear that it is the figure of the ark, that is on 
the triumphal arch of Titus, ftill remaining at Rome, this would be an un- 
deniable demonftration for what I here fay. For therein his triumph for 
the taking of Jerufalem being fet forth in fculpture, there is to be feen e- 
ven to this day carried before him in that triumph the golden candleftick, 
and another figure, which Adrichomius and fome others, fay, is the ark ; 
but Villalfandus, Cornelius a Lapide, Ribera, and the generality of learn- 
ed men, who have viewed that triumphal arch, tell us, that it is the table 
of fhew-bread. The obfcurity of the figures, now almoft worn out by 
length of time, makes the difficulty ; but by the exa&eft draughts which. 
I have feen of it, it plainly appears to have been the fhew-bread table, ef- 
pecially from the two cups on the top of it. For two fuch cups filled with 
frankincenfe were always put upon the fhew-bread table, but never upon 
the ark. Jofephus, who was prefent at the triumph of Titus, and faw the 
whole of it, K tells us of three things therein carryed before him, xft, The 
Jhew-bread table ; tdly, The golden candleftick ; (which he mentions in the 
fame order as they are on the arch) and, idly, The law ; which is not on 
the arch : Moft likely it was omitted there only for want of room to en- 
grave it. For as there is the figure of a table carried aloft before the Jhew- 
bread table, and another before the golden candleftick, to exprefs by the 
writings on them, what the things were which they were carried before, 
fo after the golden candleftick there is on the faid arch a third table with- 
out any thing after it, the arch there ending without affording room for a- 
ny other fculpture ; where the thing omitted, no doubt, was what Jofe- 
phasMth, was carried in the third place, that is, The law, which is not 
to be underftood of any common volume, (of which there were hundreds 
every where in common ufe, both in their fynagogues and in private hands) 
but of that which was found in the temple, (as the other two particulars 
were) and laid up there, as the authentick and moft facred copy of it. 
And it cannot be imagined it fhould be carried otherwife, than in that re- 
pofitory in which it was laid, that is, in the ark, which was made for it 
under the fecond temple. But to return to the ark under the firft temple, 
which was that I was defcribing. It was made h of wood, excepting only 
the mercy feat, but over-laid with gold all over both in the infideand the 
outfide, and it had a ledge of gold furrounding it on the top in form of 
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a crown, into which, as into a focker, the cover was let in. The place 
where it flood ' was the innermoft and moft facred part of the temple, cal- 
led, The holy of holies, and fometimes, The moji holy place, which was or- 
dained and made of purpofe for its reception. The whole end and reafon 
of that moft facred place being none other,- but to be a tabernacle for it. 
This place or room was k of an exadl cubic form, as being thirty foot fquare, 
and thirty foot high. In the centre of it the ark was placed, upon a ftone 
(fay 1 the Rabbins) riling there three fingers breadth above the floor, to 
be, as it were, a pedeftal for it. On the two fides of it flood m two che- 
rubins fifteen foot high, one on the one fide, and the other on the other 
fide, at equal diitance between the centre of the ark and each fide wall ; 
where having their wings expanded, with two of them they touched the 
faid fide walls, and with the other two they did meet, and touch each o- 
ther exadlly over the middle of the ark; fo that the ark flood exactly in 
the middle between thefe two cherubins. But it is not in refpecf of thefe, 
that God is fo often faid in Scripture to dwell between the cherubins, but 
in refpecf of the cherubins only, which were on the mercy feat, as hath 
been obferved. For moft of thofe places of Scripture, wherein thisphrafe 
is found, were written before Solomon's temple was built, and till then there 
were no fuch cherubins in the moft holy place. For they were put there 
in the temple only, and not in the tabernacle. Thefe cherubins flood not 
with their faces outward, as they are commonly reprefented, but with their 
faces " inward, and therefore were in the poflure of figures worfhipping, 
and not in the poflure of figures to be wo.rfhipped, as fome fautors of ido- 
latry do aflert. The ark, while it was ambulatory with the tabernacle, 
was carried ° by ftaves on the moulders of the Levites. Thefe ftaves were 
overlaid with gold, and put thorough golden rings made for them, not on 
the fides of the ark, as all hitherto have afTerted, but on the two ends of 
it : which plainly appears from this, that when it was carried into the tem- 
ple of Solomon, and fixed therein the moft holy place, which was ordain- 
ed and prepared of purpofe for it, the Scriptures tell us, p that the ftaves 
being drawn out reached downward towards the holy place, which was 
without the moft holy place, or holy of holies. : For had they been on the 
fides of the ark length-way, they would on their being drawn out have 
reached towards the fide wall, and not downward, unlefs you fuppofe the 
ark to have been there put fideway with one of its ends downward, and 
the other upward, which no one will fay. And it is a plain argument a- 
gainft it, that the high-prieft, when he appeared before the ark on the 
great day of expiation, is faid to have gone up to it * between the ftaves ; 
but if thefe ftaves had been drawn out from the fides, there would then 
have been but two foot three inches between them, which would not have 
afforded the high-prieft room enough, with all his veftments on, to have 
pafled up between them towards the ark for the performance of that du- 
ty. Neither could the bearers, in fo near a pofition of the ftaves to each 
other, go with any convenience in the carrying of the ark from place to 
place on their fhoulders, but they rhuft neceflarily have incommoded each 
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other both before and behind, in going fo near together. What became, 
of the old ark, on the deftniction of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar^ is 1 a 
difpute among the Rabbins, Had it been carried, to. Babylon, with the o~ 
cher veflelsof the temple, it would again have been brought back with them: 
at th& end of the captivity: ■■ 'But that it was not fo, is agreed on all: hands, 
and therefore it muft follow that it was deftroyed with the temple aswere 
alfo'the silta* of incenfei, the me w-bread table, and the golden candleftick. 
For all thefe in the fecond temple were made anew after the rebuilding of 
ir. Ho wever, the Jews contend that it was hid and preferved ; by Jeremiah, 
fay fome,out of the r feebnd book of Maccabees. But * raoft of them wilf havei 
it that King Jo/iah being foretold by Huldah the prophetefs, that the temple 
would fpeedily after his death be deftroyed, caufed the ark to be put in a 
vault under ground, which Solomon forefeeing this, deftruftion had cau-> 
fed of purpofe to be built for the preferving of it. And for the proof 
hereof they produce the text, where Jojiah commands the Levites ' to put 
the holy ark in the houfe, which Solomonthe San of David King o/lfrael 
did build* interpreting it of his putting of the ark into the faid vault, where 
they fay it hath lain hid ever fince, even to this dayj and from thence fliall 
be tnanifefted, and brought out again in the days of the MeJJiah ; whereas 
the wOrds^ import no more, than that Manajfeh > or Ammon having remo- 
ved the ark from whence it ought to have flood, Jojiah commanded it a- 
eain to be reftored into its proper place. Other dotages of the Rabbins, 
concerning this ark, I forbear troubling the reader with. 

II. The fecond thing wanting in the fecond temple, which was in the 
firftj was the Shecinah, or the divine prefence, manifefted by a vifible cloud 
refting over the mercy-feat, as hath been already fliewn. This cloud did 
there firft appear when Mofes confecrated the tabernacle, and was after- 
wards ori the confecrating of the temple hy -Solomon tranflated thither. 
And there it did continue in the fame vifiblei manner till that temple was 
deftroyed, but after that it never appeared more. Its conftant place was 
" directly over the mercy-feat, but it refted there only when the ark was 
in its proper place in the tabernacle firfti and afterwards in the temple, and 
not while it was in movement from place to place, as it often was during 
the time of the tabernacle. ... 

HI. The third thingwantingin the fecond temple, which was in the firft, 
was the "Vrim and Thummim. Concerning this many have written very 
much, but by offering their various opinions have helped rather to perplex 
than explain the matter. The points to be enquired into concerning it are 
thefe two : x. What it was ; and i. What was the ufe of it. 

i As to what it was, the Scripture hath no where explained it any far- 
ther, than to fay that it was v fomething which Mofes did put into the breaft- 
plate* of the high-prieft. This breaft-plate w was a piece of cloth doubled, 
of a fpati fquare, in which were fet in fockets of gold twelve r*recious 
ftones bearing the names of the twelve tribes of Ifrael engraven on them, 
which being fixed to the Efbodi or upper veftment of the high-^prieffs 
robes was worn by him on his breaft on all folemn occafions. In thi s breaft- 
plate 'the Vrim and Thummim, fay 1 the Scriptures, were put. They who 
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hold them to have been fome corporeal things there placed., befides the 
ftones, will have them to be enclofed within the folding or doubling of 
the breaft-plate, which, they fay was doubled for this very purpofe,that.it, 
might be made fit as in a purfe to contain them in it. y Chrijlofhorus a 
Cdfiroj and from him 1 Dr. Spencer tell us^ that they were two images, 
which being thus fhut up in the doubling of the breaft-plate, did ; rfrqnv 
thence give the oracular:, anfwer by a voice; But this is a conceit which 
"alatevery learned man hath fufficiently fhewn to be both abfurd and. im- 
pious, as favouring more of heathenifm and idolatry, than of the pure in- 
ftitution of a divine law. Some will have them to be the b Tetpagramma- 
ton, or the ineffable name of God, which being written or engraven, fay 
they, in a myfterious manner, and done, in two parts, and in two different 
ways,. were the things<flgnified by the Vrim and Thummim, which Mofes 
is faidto have put into the breaft-plate, and that, thefe did give the oracu- 
lar power to it. And c many, of t\s&Mabbins go this way. For they have all 
6f them a great opinion voiLthe miraculous power of this name. . And there- 
fore not being able togainfay the evidence which there is for the miracles 
of JeJusCbrtft, their ufual anfwer is, * that he ftole this name, out of the 
temple: from the ftone of foundation, on which it was there written, (that 
is, the ftone. on which the ark formerly flood) and keeping it hid always 
about him,::by; virtue of that did all his wondrous works. Others, who 
hold in general for the addition of fome things corporeal, , denoted by the 
names of e Vrim and Thummim, d think not fit to enquire what they were 
as to the particular, but are of opinion that they were things, of a myfteri- 
ous nature,/hid and clofedup in the doubling of the, breaft-plate, which 
Mofes only knew of, who did put them , there, and no one elfe was to pry 
into; and that thefe were the things that gave the, oracular power to the 
high-prieft when he had the breaft-plate . on. But this looking too much 
like a telefme, .or a fpell, which were of thpfe abominations that , God ab- 
horred^ it will be fafeft to hold that the words 'Vrim and Thummim meant 
no fuch things, but only the divine virtue and power, given to the Breaft- 
plate in itsconfecration,of obtaining an oraculous anfwer from God, when r 
ever counfehwas asked of him by the high-prieft with it on, in fuch man- 
ner as his word did direct ; and that the names of IJrimandThummim were 
given hereto only to denote the clearnefs;and perfection which thefe ora- 
cular anfwers always carried with them. For. 'Vrim fignirlethi/ight, and 
Thummim perfeSiion. For thefe anfwers were not, like the heathen ora- 
cles, enigmatical and ambiguous, but always clear and manifeft, not fuch. 
as did ever falLfhort of perfe&ion,; either of fulnefs in the anfwer, or cer- 
tainty in the truth of it. And hence it is that the Seftuagint tranflate Drim 
and Thummim by the words AtfAwow it) 'A^ffletav, i. e. Manifejtation and 
Truth, becaufe all thefe oracular anfwers given by Vrim andThummim were 
always clear and manifeft,; and their truth ever certain and infallible. 
. a. As to the ufe which was made of the Vrim andThummim, it was to 
. ask counfel of God in difficult and,momentous cafes relating to the whole 
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ftate of lfrael. In order whereto the high-prieft did put on his Robes, 
and over them his breaft-plate, in which the Drim and Thummim were, 
and then prefented himfelf before God to ask counfel of him. But he 
c was not to do this for any private man, but only for the King, for the 
prefident of the fanhedrim, for the general of the army, or for fome other 
great prince or publick governor in IJrael ; and not for any f private affairs, 
but for fuch only as related to the publick intereft of the nation, either in 
church or ftate. For he appeared before God with the names of the twelve 
tribes of IJrael upon his breaft-plate, and therefore whatever counfel 
he asked, was in the name, and on the behalf, of all the tribes, and con- 
fequently it muft have been concerning matters which related publickly to 
them all. The place where he prefented himfelf before God, was B before 
the ark of the covenant, not within the veil of the holy of holies, (for thi- 
ther he never entred, but once a year on the great day of expiation) but 
without the veil in the holy place. And there Handing with his robes and 
breaft-plate on, and his face turned directly towards the ark, and the mer- 
cy-feat over it, on which the divine prefence refted, he propos'd the mat- 
ter, concerning which counfel of God was asked ; and directly behind him, 
at fome diftance without the holy place, perchance at the door, (for farther 
no lay-man could approach) flood the perfon in whofe behalf the counfel 
was asked, whether it were the King or any other publick officer of the 
nation, and there with all humility and devotion expefted the anfwer that 
fhould be given. But how this anfwer was given, is that which is made 
the great difpute. The h moft common received opinion among the Jews 
is, that it was by the fhining and protuberating of the letters in the names 
of the twelve tribes, graven on the twelve ftones in the breaft-plate of the 
high-prieft, and that in them he did read the anfwer. They 1 explain it by 
the example which we have in the i ft chapter of the book of Judges. 
There the children of IJrael, either by the prefident of the fanhedrim, or* 
fome other officer entrufted with the publick intereft, did ask counfel of 
God : fc Who Jhall go up for us againjt the Canaanites,^/?, to Jight a- 
gainji them ? The anfwer given by the high-prieft, who did by Urim and 
Thummim then ask counfel of God for them, was, 1 Judah Jhall go up. 
For having asked the counfel, he did immediately (fay they) look into the 
breaft-plate, and faw there thofe letters fhining above the reft, and protu- 
berating beyond them, which being combined into words made up the an- 
fwer which was given. And this notion was very ancient among them. 
Forboth" 1 Jojephus and " Thilojudaus have it, and from themfeveral of the 
° ancient fathers of the chriftian church, give the fame account of this mat- 
ter. But there are unanfwerable objections againft it. For i/?, All the 
letters of the Hebrew alphabet are not to be found in thefe twelve names 
four of them, that is, Cheth, Teth, Zaddz, and Koph, being wholly want- 
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ing in them. And therefore an anfwer could not be given this way to e- 
very thing, concerning which counfel might have been asked of God. To 
folve this they have added the names of Abraham, lfaac, and Jacob to the 
breaft-plate. But ftill the letter Teth will be wanting, and therefore 
farther to botch up the matter they have added alfo thefe words, Col elleh 
Jhilte Ijrael, i. e. All thefe are the tribes of Ijrael. But this is not only 
without any foundation in Scripture, but rather contrary to it. For the 
defcription of the breaft-plate in fcripture being very particular in the rec- 
koning up of all its parts, feems plainly to exclude whatever "is not there na- 
med, idly, The aflertors of this opinion do not tell us, where the words 
which they v/ould have added were placed in the breaft-plate. They could 
not be written or engraven on the breaft-plate it felf, for that was only a 
piece of cloth. They muft therefore be engraven, either on fome of the 
twelve ftones, or elfe on others fet there on purpofe for it. They could 
not be on any one of thotwelve ftones, becaufe on them were only engra- 
ven the names of the twelve tribes of Ijrael. And they could not be on 
other ftones, becaufe there were none other fet there, but thefe twelve 
ftones only. And in thefe two particulars the Scriptures are fufficiently 
pofitive to exclude all fuch additions, idly, They that hold this opinion 
are forced to have recourfe to the fpirit of prophefy in the high-prieft, for 
the right combining of thofe fliining and protuberating letters, that were 
to make up the words of which the anfwer did confift, which is a difficul- 
ty of it felf alone fufficient to explode this conceit, qthly, There were 
fome anfwers given of that length (as particularly that in the fecond of 
Samuel, ch. v. ver.i3»M-) that all the letters in the breaft-plate, taking in 
all thofe alfo which the aflertors of this opinion have added, will not fuf- 
flce for them. It would be too tedious to add all elfe, that might be faid 
to lhew the abfurdity of this opinion. Dr. Spencer defervedly faith of it, 
that it is a Talmudical camel* which no one that is in his wits can ever 
fwallow. 

There are alfo other opinions offered by others concerning this mat- 
ter. But to me it appears plain from Scripture, that when the high-prieft 
appeared before the veil* to ask counfel of God, the anfwer was given him 
by an audible voice from the mercy-feat, which was within behind the veil. 
There it was that p Mofes went to ask counfel of God in all cafes, and 
from thence he was anfwered by an audible voice. For from thence God 
Communed with him of all thofe things, which he gave him in command- 
ment unto the children of Ijrael. And in the fame way did God after- 
wards communicate his will to the governors of Ijrael, as often as he was 
confulted by them, only with this difference, that whereas Mofes through 
the extraordinary favour that was granted unto him, had immediate accefs 
to the divine prefence, and God did there commune with him, and fpeak 
to him, as it were, *■ face to face, as a man fpeaketh to his friend, none 
other was admitted thither to ask counfel of him, but through r the media- 
tion of the high-prieft, who in his ftead asked counfel for him by Drim 
and Thummim, that is, by prefenting himfelf with the breaft-plate on over 
all his other robes before the veil, exactly over againft the mercy-feat, 
where the divine prefence refted. And when he thus prefented himfelf 
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in due manner, according to the prefcription of the divine law, God gave 
him an anfwer in the fame manner as he did unto Mofes, that is, by an 
audible voice from the mercy fear. For in f many inftances, which we have 
in Scripture of God's being confulted this way, the anfwer in every one 
of them, * except two, is ufliered in with the Lord /aid; And when the 
IJraelites made peace with the Gibeonites, they are blamed in that they 
asked not counfel y at the mouth of God; both which phrafes feem plainly 
to exprefs a vocal anfwer, and taking them both together, I think they can 
fcarce import any thing elfe. And for this reafon it is, that the holy of 
holies, the place where the ark and the mercy feat flood, from whence 
this anfwer was given, is fo often in Scripture called w the oracle, becaufe 
from thence the divine oracles of God were uttered forth to thofe that 
asked counfel of him. 

This, I take it to be plain, was the manner of confulting God by e V- 
rim and Thummim in the tabernacle, but how it was done in the camp 
raifeth another queftion. For it appeareth by Scripture, that either the 
high-prieft, or another deputed in his ftead, always went with the armies 
of I/rael to the wars, and carried with him the Ephod, and breaft-plate, 
therewith to ask counfel of God by Vrim and Thummim, in all difficult 
emergencies that might happen. Thus ' te Phineas went to the wars againft 
the Midianites, with the holy inflruments, that is, fay the Jewijh commen- 
tators, y with the ephod and the breaft-plate, which were, fay they, put 
into an ark or coffer made on purpofe for it, and carried by Levites on 
their ftioulders, as the other ark was. And of this ark they understand 
that place of Scripture, where Saul faith to Ahiah the high-prieft, 1 Brin? 
hither the ark of God. For this could not be the ark of the covenant. For 
that was then at Kirjath-Jearim, and never ought to have been removed 
from its place in the tabernacle to be carried to the wars, or any where 
elfe from its proper ftation, and never was fo but once againft the Thili- 
Jiins, and then God gave the armies of Ifrael, andalfo the ark it felf into 
the hands of the enemy, for the punifliment hereof. It muft therefore have 
been no other ark which Saul called to Ahiah far, than that ark or coffer, 
in which the ephod and breaft-plate were carried ; and the end for which 
he called for it mews the thing. For it was to ask counfel of God, for 
which the ephod and breaft-plate ferved. So that the faying of Saul to 
Ahiah (Bring hither the Ark) importeth no more, than the faying of 25^- 
vid afterwards to Abiathar in the like cafe, ■ Bring hither the Ephod. For 
this ark was the coffer in which the ephod was kept, and with which Abi~ 
athar fled to Tfavid, when Saul deftroyed his father's hOufe. And of the 
fame ark they underftand the faying of 'Uriah the Hittite unto Tta-vid, 
when he excufed his not going to his houfe, and lying with his wife. b The 
ark, and\ixzz\, andjudah abide in tents, and my lordjoab, and the fervants 
of my lord are encamped in the open fields; Jhall I then go into my houfe to 
eat^ and to drink, and to lie with my -wife? For if this be underftood of 
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the ark of the covenant, and the tent or tabernacle in which it was kept, 
what he faid would have been a reafon for him never to have lain with his 
wife. For that was always kept in fuch a tent or tabernacle, till the tem- 
ple of Solomon was built. It is moft likely therefore, that the ark which 
he fpeaks of, was the ark or coffer in which the ephod and breaft-plate 
were put, which the prieft carried with him, who was fent to the war. 

The priefl that was fent on this occafion, that he might be fully qua- 
lifyed to adi in the high-prieft's Head, whenever there fhould be occafion 
for him to ask counfel of God by 'Drim and Thummim, was c confecrated 
ro the officeby the holy anointing oil, in the fame manner as the high-prieft 
was, and therefore he was called, The anointed for the wars. But how 
he had the anfwer is the difficulty. For there was no mercy feat in the 
camp to appear before, or from whence to receive the oracle, as there was 
in the tabernacle. And yet that fuch oracles were given in the camp is cer- 
tain from feveral Inftances which we have of it in Scripture. For David 
did by the ephod and breaft-plate only ask counfel of God J three feveral 
times in the cafe of Keilah, and * twice at Ziglag, once on the purfuit of 
thofe who had burnt that city, and again on his going from thence for He- 
bron^ there to take pofleffion of the kingdom of Judah on the death of 
Saul, and on every one of thefe times he had an anfwer given him, tho' 
it is certain the ark of the covenant was not then prefent with him. It is 
moft likely, fince God allowed that counfel mould be thus asked of him in 
the camp without the ark, as well as in the tabernacle where the ark was, 
that the anfwer was given in the fame manner by an audible voice. It feems 
moft probable, that the prieft anointed for the wars, had a tent in the camp 
on purpofe there erected for this ufe, in which a part was feparated by a 
veil, in the fame manner as the holy of holies was in the tabernacle, and 
that when he asked counfel of God in the camp, he appeared there be- 
fore that veil in the fame manner, as the high-prieft on the like occafion 
did before that in the tabernacle, and that the anfwer was given from be- 
hind it, tho' no ark or mercy feat was there. Arid the words of 'Uriah 
above recited plainly refer us to fuch a tent. And it cannot be agreeable 
to a religion of fo much ceremony and folemnity, to fuppofe them to be 
without it for fo facred an Office. 

Aliho' this way of asking counfel of God was frequently ufed during 
the tabernacle, and no doubt continued afterward till the deftruftion of 
Jerufalemby the Chaldeans, yet we have no inftance of it in fcripture du- 
ring the whole time of the firft temple ; and it is moft certain, that it was 
wholly wanting in the fecond temple. For ' both Ezra and Nehemiah tell 
us as much. And hence is that faying among the Jews, That the holy 
fpirit fpake to the children of Ifrael during the tabernacle by Drim and 
Thummim, and under the firft temple by the prophets, and under the fe- 
cond by. t Bath-Kol. 

They who would have theVrim and Thummim abfolutely to have cea- 
fed under the firft temple, give two reafons for it. tft, 1 That it was an 
appendent of the theocracy. For as long as God was the immediate go- 
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vernor of Ifrael, it was neceflary, fay they, that a method fhould be eftar 
blifhed, whereby he might at all times be applyed to, and confulted "with, 
by his people ; and for this reafon, they tell us the oracle by Drim and 
Thummim was appointed. But when the theocracy ceafed, (which they 
fay it did, when Solomon the firft hereditary King fate upon the throne) 
this oracle ceafed with it. And, %dly, they fay, That the Vrim and Thum- 
mim was eftabliflied to ask counfel only about that, which belonged to the 
common interelt of all Ifrael, and therefore whenever the high-prieft ask- 
ed counfel of God this way, it was with the names of all the tribes of If- 
rael upon his breafl to denote, that what was asked, was for the common 
intereft of all of them. But that common intereft ceafing J$pn the divi- 
fion of the kingdom, this way of asking counfel of God iffiift in the na- 
ture of the thing have then ceafed alfo, as being no longer practicable . 
But how far thefe arguments may conclude, is left to every one to con- 
fider. 

IV. The fourth thing wanting in the fecond temple, which was in the 
firft, was the holy fire, which came down from heaven upon the altar, 
e It defcended firft upon the altar in the tabernacle at the confecrating of 
Aaro7i, and his fons, to the priefthood, and afterwards it defcended anew 
h upon the altar in the temple of Solomon, at the confecrating of that tem T 
pie. And there it was conftantly fed and maintained by the priefts day and 
night, without fuffering it ever to go out in the fame manner, as it had 
been before in the tabernacle, and with this all the offerings were offered 
that were made by fire. And for ufing other fire were Nadab and Abihtf. 
confumed by fire from the Lord. This, fay ' fome of the Jewijb writers, 
was extinguiftied in the days of Manajfeh. But the more general opinion 
among them is, that it continued till the deftruciion of the temple by the 
Chaldeans. After that it was never more reftored, but inftead of it they 
had only common fire in the fecond temple. For what is faid of its being 
k hid in a pit by Jeremiah, and again brought thence, and revived upon 
the altar in the fecond temple, is a fable that deferves no regard. 

V. The fifth thing wanting in the fecond temple, which was in thefirft, 
was the fpirit of prophefy ; but this was not wholly wanting there. For 
the prophets Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, lived after the fecond tem- 
ple was built, and prophefyed under it. But on their death, which (fay 
the Rabbins) hapned all in one year, the prophetick fpirit wholly ceafed 
from among them. 

Besides thefe five things there was wanting alfo a fixth, that is, the 
holy anointing oil, 1 which was made by Mofes for the anointing and con- 
fecrating of the King, the high-prieft, and all the facred veflels made ufe 
of in the houfe of God. And for this ufe it was commanded to be kept 
by the children of Ifrael throughout their generations. And therefore jt 
was laid up before the Lord in the moftholy place. And as the original 
copy of the law was placed there on the right fide of the ark of the cove- 
nant, fo perchance the veflel containing this [oil was placed on the Other 
fide of it, and there kept till thefirft temple being deftroyed that alfo was 
deftroyed with it. Every '" King was not anointed, but only the firft pf 
the family. For he being anointed for himfelf, and all the fucceflbrs of 
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his race, they needed no other anointing, only if there arofe any difficulty 
or difpute about the fucceffion, then he that obtained it though of the 
fame family, was anointed anew to put an end to the controverfy, and 
after that no one was to queftion the title ; and this was the cafe of Solo- 
mon, Joajh, and Jehoabaz. Bftt n every high-prieft was anointed at his 
confecratidn, or firft admiflion to the office, and fo alfo was ° the priett, 
that went in his ftead to the wars. The veffels and utenfils that were a- 
nointed were the ' ark of the covenant, the altar of incenfe, the fhew-bread 
table, the golden candleftick, the altar of burnt-offerings, the laver, and 
all other the veffels and utenfils belonging to them. And as by this q a- 
nointing they, were firft confecrated at the erecting of the tabernacle by 
Mofes, fo in cafe any of them were afterwards decayed, deftroyed, or loft, 
they could, as long as this anointing oil remained, be again reftored, by 
making and confecrating new ones in their place of the fame virtue and 
holinefs with'the former. But this being wanting in the fecond temple, 
the want hereof caufed a want of fanftity in all things elfe belonging to it. 
For although on the return of the Jews from the Babylonijh captivity, and 
the rebuilding of their temple, they did anew make an ark, an altar of in- 
cenfe, a fhew-bread table, a golden candleftick, an altar of burnt-offerings, 
and a laver, with the other veffels and utenfils belonging to them, and did 
put them all in their former places, and applied them to their former ufes, 
yet through want of the holy anointing oil to confecrate them, thefe all 
wanted that holinefs under the fecond temple, which they had under the 
firft. And their high-prieft, who officiated in that temple, was no other- 
wife confecrated than ' by the putting on of his veftments. So that the 
want of this one thing only in the fecond temple, caufed a great want and 
defect in all things elfe that were therein, everything in it falling fhort of 
its former holinefs by reafon hereof. And therefore this anointing oil 
might well under the fecond temple have been reckoned amongthe prin- 
cipal things that were wanting in it. But the Jews fuperftitioufly confine 
themfelves to the number of five particulars in this reckoning. For in the 
gth ver f e Q f the i* chapter of Haggai, where God faith of the fecond tem- 
ple, / will take pleafitre in it, and will be glorified, the Hebrew word 
Aicabedha, i. e. / will be glorified, being written without the letter at 
the end of it, which it ought to have been written with, they make a my- 
ftery of it, as r if this letter (which is the numerical letter for five) were 
there left out for this purpofe, that the want of it might denote the five 
things of the firft temple, that were wanting in the fecond, and therefore 
will not add a fixth. But however there are fome among them, who to 
make room for it contract the Shecinah and the /pirit ofproj>he/y under 
one and the fame head, and inftead of them two (which are two of the 
particulars above-mentioned) put the holy Jpirit, as reckoning them no 
other than different manifeftations of the fame holy fpirit of God, the one 
in a place, and the other in a perfon, and thereby without altering the 
number of five in the reckoning up of thefe defects, have given the holy 
anointing oil a place among them, and therefore name them ' as follow- 
eth. The ark of the covenant with the mercy-feat. a. The holy fire 
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3. The Drim andThummim. 4. The holy anointing Oil. And 5". The 
holy fpirit. And thefe, as well as many other particulars of the glory of 
the firft temple, being wanting in the fecond, there was reafon enough for 
thofe to weep at the rebuilding of the fecond temple, whoremembredthe 
firft. But all thefe wants and defects were abundantly repaired in the fecond 
temple, * when the defire of all nations, the Lord, whom they fought, 
came to this his temple, and Chriji our Saviour, who was the trueft She- 
cinah of the divine majefty, honoured it with his prefence, and in this re- 
fpect the glory of the latter houfe did far exceed the glory of the former 
houfe. And herein the prophefies of the prophet Haggai, v which fore- 
told it Ihould be fo, had a very full and thorough completion. 

The Samaritans hearing that the Jews had begun to rebuild the tern- Au - *34- 
pie of Jerufalem, " came thither, and exprefling a great deiire of being ad- Cyras 3 ' 
mitted to worfliipGod at the fame temple, in joint communion with them, 
offered to join with them in the building of it, telling them, that ever fince 
the days of Efarhaddon King of AJJyria they had worlhipped the fame God 
that they did . But ZerubbabeL and Jejhua, and the reft of the elders of I/Z 
rael, made anfwer to them, That they not being of the feed of IJraelhzdL 
nothing to do to build a temple to their God with them : That Cyrus's 
commiffion being only to thofe of the houfe of Ifrael, they would 
keep themfelves exactly to that, and according to the tenor of it build 
the houfe to the Lord their God themfelves, without admitting any 
other with them into the work. The reafon of this anfwer was, they faw 
they intended not fincerely what they faid, but came with an infidious de- 
fign to get an opportunity, by being admitted among them, of doing them 
mifchief. And befides, they were not truly of their religion. For altho' 
from the time that they had been infefted with lions in the days of Efar- 
haddon, they had worlhipped the God of IJrael, yet it was only w in con- 
junction with their other Gods whom they worlhipped before, and there- 
fore notwithftanding their worlhip of the true God, fince they worfliipped 
falfe gods too at the fame time, they were in this refpect idolaters ; and 
this was reafon enough for the true worlhippers of God to have no com- 
munion with them. At which the Samaritans being much incenfed, they 
did all they could to hinder the work, and altho' they could not alter Cy- 
rus's decree, yet * they prevailed by bribes and under-hand dealings with 
hisminifters, and other officers concerned herein, to put obftru&ions to 
the execution of it, fo that for feveral years the building went but very flo w- 
ly on ; which the Jews refenting, according as it deferved, this became 
the beginning of that bitter rancour which hath ever fince been between 
them and the Samaritans ; which being improved by other caufes, grew at 
length to that height, that nothing became more odious to a Jew than a 
Samaritan, of which we have feveral inftances in the gofpels, and fo it ftill 
continues. For even to this day a Cuthean (that is, a SamaritanJ in their 
language, is the moft odious name among them, and that which in the 
height of their anger by way of infamy and reproach they beftow on thofe 
they moft hate and abominate. And by this they commonly call us chri- 
ftians, when they would sxprefs the bittereft of their hatred againft us. 
By thefe under-hand and fubdolous dealings the work of the temple 
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being much retarded, and Cyrus's decree in many particulars defeated of 
its erFeft, this feems to have been the caufe, that in the third year of Cy- 
rus, in the firfl month of that year, y Daniel did give himfelf up to mourn- 
ing and fafting for three weeks together. After this, on the twenty fourth 
day of that month, he faw the vifion concerning the fucceffion of the 
Kings of Terjia, the empire of the Macedoniansi and the conquefts of the 
Romans, of which the three laft chapters of his prophefies contain an 
account. And by what is written in the conclufion of the laft of them, he 
feems to have died foon after, and his great age makes it not likely that 
he could have furvived much longer. For the third of Cyrus being the 
feventy third year of his captivity, if he were eighteen years old at his car- 
rying to Babylon, (as I have lhewn before, is the leaft that can befuppo- 
fed) he mutt have been in the ninety firft year of his age at this time, 
which was a length of years given to few in thofe days. He was a very 
extraordinary perfon both in wifdom and piety, and was favoured of God 
and honoured of men, beyond any that had lived in his time. His pro- 
phefies concerning the coming of the Meffiah, and other great events of 
after-times, are the cleareft and the fulleft of all that we have in the holy 
Scriptures, infomuch that 8 Torfhyry, in his objeftions againft them, faith, 
they muft have been written after the fafts were done. For it feems they 
rather appeared to him to be a narration of matters afore tranfafted, than 
a prediction of things to come, fo great an agreement was there between 
the fads when accomplifhed, and the prophefies which foretold them. But 
notwithstanding all this, * the Jews do not reckon him to be a prophet, 
and therefore place his prophefies only among the Hagiographa, and they 
ferve the Tfalms of 'David after the fame rate. The t reafon which they 
give for it, in refpecl: of both, is, that they lived not the prophetic man- 
ner of life, but the courtly, David in his own palace, as King of IJrael, 
and Daniel'm. the palace of the King of Babylon, as one of his chief coun- 
fellors and minifters in the government of that empire. And in refpefl: of 
Daniel, they farther add, % That altho' he had divine revelations deliver- 
ed unto him, yet it was not in the prophetic way, but by dreams and vi- 
fions of the night, which they reckon to be the moft imperfect manner 
of revelation, and below the. prophetic. But ' Jojephus, who was one of 
the ancienteft writers of that nation, reckons him among the greateft of 
the prophets, and fays farther of him, that he had familiar converfe with 
God, and did not only foretel future events, as other prophets did, but 
alfo determined the time when they Ihould come to pafs. And that 
whereas other prophets only foretold evil things, and thereby drew on 
them the ill will both of princes and people, Daniel was a prophet of good 
things to come, and by the good report which his predictions carried with 
them on this account, reconciled to himfelf the good will of all men. And 
the event of fuch of them, as were accompliflied, procured to the reft a 
thorough belief of their truth, and a general opinion that they came from 
God. But what makes moft for this point with us, againft all that contra- 
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diet it, our Saviour CAri/?. acknowledged 'Daniel to be a prophet. For 7 
" hefo ftyles him in the gofpel, and this is a fufficient deeifibn of this 
matter. •: .<".. < <•"-•'— : ' '' V " '■■ 

But Daniels wifdom reached not only to things' divine and political, 
but alfo to arts and'fciences, and particularly to that! Of architecture. And : 
Jojepbus' tells us of a famous edifice built by him atSu/a, in the manner 
of a caftle (which he faith was remaining to his time) and finifhed with 
fuch wonderfulrartj that it then feemed as frefh arid beautiful as if it had 
been newly built. Within.this edifice, he faith, was the place where the 
Terjlan and 'Parthian Kings ufed .to be buried, and that for the fake of 
the founder the keeping of ic was committed to one of the Jewijh nation 
even to his time- The copies of Jofephus that are now extant, do indeed 
place this building in Ecbatana in Media, but d St. jferom, who gives us the 
fame account of it word for word out of Jofephus, and profefleth fo to do, 
placeth it in Sufa in Terjta, which makes it plains that the copy of Jofe- 
pbus, which he made ufe of, had it fo, and it is moft likely to have been 
the true reading. For Sufa being within the Babylonijb empire, the Scri- 
pture tells us that had fometimes his refidences there, and the com- 
mon tradition of thofe parts hath been for many ages paft, That Daniel 
f died in that . city which is now called Tufler, and there they fhew his mo- 
nument even to this day. And it is to be obferved, that Jofephuslca&s this 
building Baris, which is the fame name by which Daniel himfelf calls the 
caftle or palace at Shujhanot Sufa. For what we tranflate 8 ^ Shufhan in 
the palace, is.in the original Bejhujhan Habirah, where no doub t the Birab 
of Daniel'is the fame with the Baris. of Jofephus, and both fignify this pa- 
lace or caflle there built by Daniel, while he was governor of that province. • 
For h there be did the Kings bufinejs, i. e. was governor for the King of 
Babylon. 

Part of the book of Daniel is originally written in the Cbaldee lan- 
guage, that is, from the 4 th verfe of the ii d chapter to the end of the vii* 
chapter. For there the holy prophet treating of Babylonijb affairs, he wrote 
of them in the Cbaldee or Babylonijb language. All the reft is in Hebrew: 
The 'Greek tranflation of this book, ufed by the Greek churches through 
all the eaftern countries, was that which was tranflated by Theodotion. In 
the vulgar Latin edition of the Bibkv there is added in the iii a chapter 
after the 2,3 d verfe, between that and the 14'" verfe, the fongof the three 
children ; and at the end of the book, the hiftory of Sufannaj and of Bel 
and the Dragon ; and the former is made the xiii th , and the other the xiv" 1 
chapter of the book in that edition. But thefe additions fc were 'never re- 
ceived into the canon of holy writ by the Jewijb church, neither are they 
extant either in the Hebrew, or the Cbaldee language, nor is there any evi- 
dence that they ever werefo. That thereare hebraifms in them canprove no 
more, than that they were written by an Hebrew in the Greek tongue^ 
who transferred the idioms of his own tongue into that which he wrote in, 
as is ufual in this cafe. And that they were thus originally written in the 
Greek tongue, byfomehellehiftical < 3 f <??e', without having any higher foun- 
tain from whence they are derived, appears from this, That in the hifto- 
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ry of $ufanttcty Daniel in his replies to the elders 1 alludes to the Greek 
names of the trees, under which they faid the adultery, which they char- 
ged Sufanna with, was committed, which allufions cannot hold good ma- 
ny other language. However, the church of Home allows them to be of 
the fame authority with the reft of the book of - and by their de- 

cree - at Trent have given them an equal place with it among the canonical 
Scriptures. But the ancients never did fo. y/fricanus, Eufebius, and Slpolli- 
narius, have rejected thofe pieces; not only as being uncanonical, but alfo 
as fabulous ; and * Jerem gives the hiftory of Bel and the 'Dragou no better 
title, than that * of the fables of Bel and the 'Dragon. And others, who 
have been content to admit them for inftruftion of manners, have yet re- 
jected them from being parts of the canonical Scripture, whom the prote- 
flant churches following herein do give them a place in their Bibles among 
the Apocryphal writings, but allow them not to be canonical. 

I n the death of TXmul the Jexvs having loft a powerful advocatein the 
Terjian Court, this gave their enemies' the greater advantage of fuccced- 
ing in their deilgns tgainlt them. But altho' they prevailed by under-hand 
dealings to divert thofe encouragements which Cyrus had ordered for the 
carrying on of the work, yet they could not put an open flop to it. So 
that as far as the jews of thcmfelvcs were able they 1U11 carried on the 
work, in which they were much helped by T the Tyriatts, 2nd the Zidoni- 
arts, not only in furntfhing them with mafons, and other Workmen and ar- 
tificers, but chiefly in bringing the cedars which Cyrus had given them out 
of the forcftof mount Libajtus, from thcncete>y<y>/>4by fea, from which 
place they were carried by land to Jerufalem. For the Tyrians and Zido- 
ttidju being wholly given to traffic and navigation, did very little addict 
thcmfelves to the plantingof olivcyardsor vineyards, or the tillage of the 
ground, neither had they indeed any territory for either. For their gain 
being very great by fea, they did not fet themfclves to make any enlarge- 
ments by land, but were in a manner .pent up within the narrow prccincls 
of the cities in which they dwelt, and therefore having very little of com, 
wine, or oil of their own, they depended moflly on their neighbours for 
thefc provifions ; from whom they had them cither for their money, or by 
way of barter and exchange for other commodities which they fupplied 
them with ; and they were moftly furnifhed this way ■» out of the Jc^vs 
countrcy, and therefore they readily afliftcd them with their labour, and 
(hipping, to be fupplied with thefc nccelTaries in exchange for it. So that 
as it was by their help that Solonton built the firft temple, fo alfo was it by 
their help that the Jews were enabled to build the fecond. 
In the feventh year after the rcftoration of the Jews ' died Cyrus their 
c'tuw! gre* 1 benefactor, after he had reigned from his firft taking on him the 
' command of the Terjtau and Median armies f thirty years; from his ra- 
king of, Babylon 1 nine years; and from his being folc monarch of the caft 
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after the death of Cyaxares or Darius the Median his uncle v feven years, 
being at the time of his death " feventy years old. There are difFererit 
accounts of the manner of his death. w Herodotus, * Diodorus Siculus, 
and " Juftin tell us, that having invaded the Scythians he was there cut 
off with all his army, confuting of two hundred thoufand men. But * Xe- 
nophon makes him die in his bed as fortunately as he lived, amidft his 
friends, and in his own countrey, and this is by much the more probable 
account of the two. For it is by no means likely, that fo wife a man as 
Cyrus was, and fo advanced in years as he then was, fhould engage in fo 
rafh an undertaking, as that Scythian expedition is defcribed to be by thofe 
who tell us of it. Neither can it be conceived, hpw after fuch a blow his 
new erefted empire could have been upheld, efpecially in the hands of 
fuch a fucceffor as Cambyfes was, or how it could be poflible, that he fhould 
fo foon after it be in a condition to wage fuch a war, as he did with the 
Egyptians, and make fuch an abfolute conqueft of that countrey, as he 
did. That fuch a wild-headed man could fettle himfelf fo eafily in his fa- 
ther's new erefted empire, and hold it in fuch quiet at home, and fo foon 
after his coming to it, enlarge it with fuch conquefts abroad, could cer- 
tainly be owing to nothing elfe, but that it was founded in the higheft 
wifdom, and left to him in the higheft tranquillity. Befides all authors a- 
gree, that Cyrus ' was buried at Tajargada in Terfta, in which countrey 
Xenophon faith he died, and his monument there continued to the time 
of Alexander. But if he had been flain in Scythia, and his body there 
mangled, by way of indignity to it, in fuch a manner . as Herodotus and 
Juftin do relate, how can we fuppofe it could ever have been brought 
thence out of the hands of thofe enraged Barbarians to be buried at SP<«- 
fargada. 

This Cambyfes, who fucceeded his father Cyrus, is b in Scripture cal- 
led Ahafuerus. As foon as he was fettled in the throne, the enemies of j?™ by " 
the Jews knowing him to be of a temper fit to be worked upon for the 
doing of mifchief, inftead of oppofing the Jews in their building of the 
temple by fecret machinations, and underhand dealings with the minifters 
of the court, and other fubordinate officers, as they had hitherto done, 
they now openly addrefled to the King himfelf to put a flop to the work. 
But it feems he had fo much refpect for the memory of his father that he 
could not be induced publickly to revoke his decree, however he other- 
wife defeated in a great meafure the defign of it by feveral difcourage- 
ments which he put upon it, fo that the work went but heavily on all his 
reign. 

CAMBTSES had not long been King, ere ' he refolved upon a war a«. f zB. 
with the Egyptians, by reafonof fome offence taken againft Amafis their Cambjp. 
King. Herodotus tells us, itwasbecaufe^^,whenhedefuedofnimone a * 
of his daughters to wife, fent him a daughter of Apries inftead of one of his 
own. But this could not be true, becaufe Apries having been dead above 
forty years before, no daughter of his could be young enough at that time 
to be acceptable to Cambyfes. They fpeak with more probability, i who 
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fay, it was Cyrus, and not Camby fes, to whom this daughter of Apries was 
fent. Her name they fay was Nitetis, and for fome time flie concealed 
her true parentage, and Was content to go for the daughter of Amafls. But 
at length, having had feveral children by Cyrus, and fully fecured herfelf 
in his favour and affeftion, flie difcovered to him the whole truth of the 
matter, and excited him all flie could, to revenge upon Amafls her father's 
wrong ; which he intended to have done, as foon as his other affairs would 
have permitted, but dying before he could execute his intentions, Camby- 
fes (Who they fay was her Ton) undertook the quarrel on her account, 
and niade this war upon Egypt for no other reafon, than to revenge upon 
Amajis the cafe of Apries. But it is molt likely, that whereas Amajis had 
fubjefted himfelf to Cyrus, and become his tributary, he did on his death 
withdraw his Obedience ff dm his fucceflbr, and that this was the true caufe 
of the war. For c the carrying on whereof Camby fes made great prepa- 
rations both by fea and land. For the fea fervice he engaged the Cypri- 
ojfj-and the iphteniciaiis to help him with their fleets. And for the War by 
land, befides his other forces, he had a great number of Greeks^ lonians, 
and jEotiansi in his army, who were the main ftrength of it. But the 
greatefl: help he had in this ; war was from Thanes} an Halicarnajfean, who 
being a commander' 'of fome of the Grecian auxiliaries, that were in the 
fervice of Amaji&i on Tome difguft given him revolted to Camby fs, and 
made thofe difcoveries to him, of the nature of the eountrey, the flrength 
of the enemy, and the then flate of their affairs* as chiefly conduced to 
the making of that ''expedition Tuccefsful. And it was by his advice, that 
Camby fes cbhtraffed-^ith rhfe Arabian. King, that lay next the borders of 
Talejiine arid Egypt?,- to flippy him with water, while he oafied the de- 
ferts that lay between thefe two countries,where accordingly it was brought 
him Oh camei's backs, without which he could never have marched his ar- 
my that way. Being therefore thus prepared, he invaded Egypt in the 
Ar*.si6. fourth year of his feign. * On his arrival on the borders he found Amajis 
Camby- Was newly dead, arid 1 that f PJkmmenitus his fon, being made King in his 
4 " ftead, was drawing together a great army to oppofe him. To make his 
paifage open into the eountrey* it Was neceflary for him to take Telufum, 
which was as the key of Egypt on that fide. But that being a ftrong place 
it was like to give him much trouble. For the preventing hereof, by the 
counfel it's fuppofed of Thanes, he had recourfe to this ftratagem. f Find- 
ing that the garrifon were all Egyptians, in an aflault which he made up- 
on the city, he placed a great number of cats, dogs, flieep, and other of 
thofe animals, which the Egyptians reckon'd facred, in the front of the ar- 
my ; arid therefore the foldiers not daring to throw a dart, orlhoot an ar- 
row that way, for fear of killing fome of thofe animals, Cambyjes made 
himfeif matter of the place without any oppofition. For thefe being the 
gods Which the Egyptians then adored, 6 it was reckoned the higheft irii- 
piety to kill any of them ; and when they died of themfelves, they buried 
them with the greatefl folemnity. By the time that Camby fes had taken 
this place, h Tfdmmenitus came up with his army to oppofe his farther pro- 
o^/V* whereon «nfued u biuudy battel between them. At the beginning 
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of it the Greeks, that were in <Pfammenitus\ army, to be revenged onT ba- 
nes for his revolt to the enemy, brought forth his children, (whom he was 
forced to leave behind him on his flight) and flew them in the front of 
the battel in the fight of both armies, and drunk their blood. But this 
ferved them not in any ftead for the victory. For the Terfians being ex- 
afperated by a fpectacle of fo horrid a nature, fell on with fuch fury and 
rage to revenge it, that they foon vanquifhed and overthrew the whole E- 
gyptian army, and cut the greateft part of them in pieces. The remain- 
der fled to Memphis, where Cambyfes purfuing them, on his arrival, thi- 
ther fent into the city by the Nile, on which it flood, a fhip of Mitylene, 
-with an herald to fummon them, tq a furrender, but the ipeople rifing on 
him, in their rage flew the herald, and tore him and all that were with 
him to pieces. But Cambyfes, after a fliort fiege, having taken the place, 
fufliciently revenged their death, caufing ten Egyptians of the firft rank 
to be publickly executed for every one of thofe that were thus flain, and 
the eldeQ. ion of Tfammenitus was one of the number. As to Pfamf^eni- 
tus himfelf, Cambyfes was inclined to have dealt kindly with him. For at 
firft he gave him his life, and allowed him wherewith honourably to live, 
but he not being contented herewith endeavoured to ; raife new troubles 
for the recovery of his crown, whereon he was forced to drink bulls 
blood, and fo ended his life. His reign was only fix months. For fo much 
time only intervened from the death of his father to the taking of Mem- 
phis, when he fell into the hands of the enemy, and all his power ceafed. 
For hereon all Hgjft fubmitted to Cambyfes. This hapned in the fifth year A „ t j. af> 
of his reign, and he reigned three years after. The Libyans, Cyrenians, Camby- 
and Barceans, hearing of this fuccefs fent embafladors with prefents .to fes *• 
make their fubmiflion to him. From Memphis he went to Sais, where 
the Egyptian Kings for feveral defcents paft had kept their ufual refidence, 
and there entering into the palace, caufed the body of Amafis to be dug 
up out of his grave, and after ail manner of indignities had been offered 
thereto in his prefence, he ordered it to be caft into the fire and burnt. 
Which rage againft the carkafe, flieweth the anger which he had againft 
the man, and whatfoever it was that provoked it, this feems to be the 
caufe that brought him into Egypt. 

The next year, which was the fixth of his reign, hedefigned three ex- An 2 
peditions, the firft againft the Carthaginians, the fecond againft the Ham- Camby- 
monians, and the third againft the Ethiopians. But the Phoenicians refu- fes 6 - 
fing to aflift him againft the Carthaginians, who were defcended from 
them, (they being a colony of the TyriansJ and not being able to carry 
on that war without them, he was forced to :drop this projeft. But his 
heart being intent upon the other two, he fent embafladors into E- 
thiopia, who under that name were to ferve him as fpies, to learn and 
bring him an account of the ftate and ftrength of the countrey. But the 
Ethiopians being fully apprifed of the end of their coming, treated them 
with great contempt. And the EthiopianKing, in returnfor the prefent they 
brought him from Cambyfes, fent him back only his bow ; advifing him, 
then to make war upon the Ethiopians, when the Perfians could as eafiiy 
draw that bow as they could ; and in the mean time to thank the gods, 
that they never infpired the Ethiopians with a defire of extending their do- 
minions beyond the limits of their own countrey. With which anfwer 
Cambyfes being exceedingly exafperated, immediately on the receipt of it, 
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in a mad irrational humour, commanded his army forthwith to march, 
(without confidering, that they were furnilhed neither with provifions, 
nor any other neceflaries for fuch an expedition) leaving only the Grecian 
auxiliaries behind to keep the countrey in awe during his abfence. On his 
coming to Thebes in the upper Egypt, he detach'd from his army fifty 
thoufand men to go againft the Hammonians, with orders to deftroy their 
countrey, and burn the temple of Jupiter Hammon, that flood in it. But 
after feveral days ;march over the deferts, a ftrong and impetuous wind 
beginning to blow from the fouth at the time of their dinner, raifed the 
fands to fuch a degree, and brought them in fuch a torrent upon them, 
that the whole army was overwhelmed thereby, and perifhed. In the in- 
terim Cambyfes madly marched on with the reft of the army againft the 
Ethiopians, tho' he wanted all manner of provifions for their fubfiftence, 
till at length, they having eaten up all their beafts of burden, they came to 
feed upon each other, fetting out every tenth man by lot for this purpofe. 
By this Cambyfes being convinced, that it was time for him to return, 
marched back his army to Thebes, after having loft a great part of it in this 
wild expedition, and from thence returned to Memphis ; when he came 
thither he difmiffed all the Greeks to their refpective homes, but on his 
entry into the city, finding it all in mirth and jollity, becaufe their god A- 
pis had then appeared among them, he fell into a great rage, fuppofing all 
this rejoycing to have been for the ill fuccefs of his affairs; And when he 
called the magiftrates, and they gave him a true account of the matter, he 
would not believe them, but<:aufed them to be put to death, as impofing 
a lye upon him. And then he fent for the priefts, who made him the 
fame anfwer, telling him, that their god having manifefted himfelf unto 
them, (which feldom hapned) it was always their cuftom to celebrate 
his appearance with the greateft demonftrations of joy that they could ex- 
prefs. To this he replied, that if their god was fo kind and familiar, as to 
appear among them, he would be acquainted with him, and therefore 
commanded them forthwith to bring him unto him. 

The chief god of the Egyptians was '' OJiris, him they worfhippedin 
the fhape of a Bull, and that not only in imagery, but alfo in reality. For 
they kept a bull in the temple of OJiris, which they worfhipped in his 
ftead. At Heliopolis he was called Mnevis, at Memphis Apis. The Marks 
of Apis k were thefe. His body was to be all black, excepting a fquare 
fpot of white on his forehead. He was alfo to have the figure of an eagle, 
fay fome, of an half moon, fay others, on his back, a double lift of hair on 
his tail, and a fcarabaeus, or knot under his tongue.- When they had found 
fuch an one, they brought him with great rejoycing to the temple of OJiris, 
and there kept him, and worfhipped him for that god as long as he lived, 
and when he was dead, they buried him with great folemnity, and then 
fought for another with the fame marks, which fometimes it was many 
years ere they could find; and fuch an one they having found on Camby- 
Jes's return to Memphis from his Ethiopic expedition, this was the reafon of 
their great rejoycing at that time. And in imitation of this idolatry was 
it, that Aaron made the golden calf in the wildernefs, and Jeroboam 
thofe in Dan and Bethel, and did fet them up there to be worfhipped 
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by the children of Ifrael, as the gods that had brougtit them out"' of the 

,an T»n^^/> btfing brought to Cambyfis^c fell inco a rage, asNv^f he 
miehr, at the fight of fuch a god, and drawing out his dagger rflhSt into 
the <hlgb ofthe bealt, and then reproaching thepriells for iheh-yUroMiry 
and wrjHchednefs, iriwormippingabrute for a God, ordered them' feverc- 
ly to be whipped,: and all tWEgypt ia* tin Memphis \.obt \\s\v\, thatfliduld 
be found any mot* rejoicing" there on thisoccafion. The yfpir being car- 
ried back to thc tomplb, th«e tanguiflicd of his wound, and died. 

The Egypti***^*)'*' that' after this aft (which they reckon 'to have 
been the hignfefttnftance of -impiety that was ever found among theW) 
Cmmbyfis was ftricken withlhadnefs. But hi s aftions flic wed hi m to have 
been road long' before, of Which he continued to give divers ihftflnces. 
They tell us of thefe following. 

Hb had a brother, the only fon of Cyrus befides himfelf, and- born of 
the fame mother; his name according to Xenophou was Tat/aoiea'ries^ but 
Herodotus calls him Smerdis, and Jufthr % Mergis. He accompanied Cam- 
kyjts in his Egyptian expedition, but being the only pcrfon among all the 
Tertians that could draw the bow, which Csmbyjis'% embafladore brought 
him back from the Ethiopian King, Castbyfcs from hence contracted fuch 
an envy againft him, that hd could no longer bear htm in the army, : but 
fent him back into TPerJta. And not long after, dreaming that one tame 
and told him that Stnerdis fat on the .throne, he thereon fufpefting of his 
brother, what was afterwards fulfilled by another of his name, fent after 
him into Terfi*, Trexa/pes, one of his chiefcit confidents, with orders to 
put him to death, which he accordingly executed. And when one of his 
fitters, who was with him in the camp, on the hearing of it lamented his 
death, he gave her fuch a blow with his foot in the belly, that /fie died of 
it. She was the youngeft of his fitters, and being a very beautiful woman, 
he fell violently in love with her, fo that nothing could fatisfie him' but 
that he muft have her to wife s whereon he called together all the royal 
judges of the Terjian nation, to whom the interpretation of their Laws 
did belong, to know of them whether they had any Law that would allow 
it. They being unwilling to authorize fuch an inccftuous marriage, and 
at the fame time fearing his violent temper, fliould they contradift him 
herein, they gave him this crafty anfwer: That they had no law indeed 
that permitted a brother to marry his fitter, but they had a law which al- 
lowed the King of Tcrfia to do what he pleafed. Which fcrving thispur- 
pofc as well as a dircft approbation of the thing, he folcmnly married her, 
and hereby gave the firft example to that inccll which was afterwards pra- 
ftifed by molt of his fuccefTors, and by fome of them carried fo far as to 
marry their own daughters. This lady he carried with him in all his ex- 
peditions, and her name being Meroe,hc from her gave 1 that name to the 
illand in the Nile, between Egypt and Ethiopia, on the conquering of it, 
which in all our maps of the old geography it Hill bears, (for fo far he ad- 
vanced in his wild march againtt the Ethiopians.) And Ihc being with 
child by him when he ilruck her, the blow caufed an abortion, and of this 
flic died. And fo vile a marriage defcrved no better an end. He caufed 
alfo fcvcral of the principal of his followers to be buried alive, without a- 
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ny caufc defcrving of" it, and daily facrificed fomc or other of them to his 
wild fury. And when Crcefus advifed him againftthefe proceedings,: and 
laid before him the Ulconfequences which they would lead to.he ordered him 
to be put to death. And when thofe who received his orders, knowing 
he would repent of it the next day, did therefore defer the execution, he 
caufed them all to be executed for it, becaufc they ; had not obeyed j his 
commands, alcho' at the fame time he exprefled great joy. thai: Crw/its,, was 
alive. And out of a mere humour, only to (hew bis ; skjJlin archery;* he 
Ihot to death a fon of 'Pre xajpes, who was the chief of this iavourltes, *and 
in fuch wild actions he wore out the feventh year of! his reign. . . i 
f.-. Is the beginning of the eighth year he left Egypt, and returned towards 
fds'! 0 " 'PfJ* 9 - On h' s coming into Syria he there, met with an herald, who be- 
ing fent from Sbujhan came into the army, and there proclaimed Smerdis 
the fon of Cyrus King, and commanded all men to obey, him. The, mean- 
ing of this was, Cambyfes, when he departed from Shujbon on the Egyp- 
tian expedition, placed therein thefupreme government of his affairs, du- 
ring his abfence, Vatiaitbes, one of the chief of the Magians. This Ta~ 
tiaitbes had a brother who did very much refemblc Smerdis thc, fon of 
Cyrus, and was (for that reafon perchance) called by the fame name, As 
foon as he had been fully informed of the death of that prince, (which had 
been concealed from mod others) and found that the extravagancies of 
Cambyfes were grown to an height no longer to be born, he placed this 
brother of his on the throne, giving out that he was the true Smerdis, the 
fon of Cyrus, and forthwith fent out heralds into all parts of the empire 
to give notice hereof, and commanded obedience to be paid unto . him. 
Cambyfes having feized him that came with this meflagc to the army, on 
the examining of him, and on the examining of Trexajpes, whom he had 
fent to kill his brother, found that the true Smerdis was certainly dead, 
and that this was none other than Smerdis the Magian who had invaded 
the throne, whereon much lamenting that he had been led by the identity 
of the name to murder his brother, he gave orders for his army forthwith 
to fct forward to fupprefs the ufurper, but as he mounted his horfe for 
the march, his fword falling out of the fcabbard gave him a wound in the 
thigh, of which he died a few days after. The Egyptians remarking that 
it was in the fame part of the body where he had afore wounded the ufpis, 
reckoned it as an cfpecial judgment from heaven upon him for that facT, 
and perchance they were not much out in it. For it fcldom hapning in an 
affront given to any particular mode of worlhip, how erroneous foever it 
may be, but that religion is in general wounded hereby, there arc many 
inltanccs in hillory, wherein God hath very fignally puniflied thepropha- 
nations of religion in the worft of times, and under the worft modes of 
heathen idolatry. While he was in Egypt, having confulted the oracle of 
Butus in that countrey, he was told that he mould die at Ecbatana, which 
undcrflanding of Ecbatana in Media, he rcfolved to prefcrve his life by 
never going thither, but what he thought to avoid in Media he found in 
Syria. For the town where he lay lick of this wound was of the fame 
name, being alfo caUcd Ecbatana, - of which when he was informed, ta- 
king 
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king it for certain that he muft there die, he called for all the chief of the 
Terjians together, and acquainting them with the true ftate of the cafe, 
that his brother was certainly dead, and that it was Smerdis the Magian 
that then reigned, earneftly exhorted them not to fubmit to the cheat* and 
thereby per mi t the fovereignty to pafs from the Terjtans again to the Medes, 
of which nation the Magian was, but to take care to fet lip a King ajvev 
them of their own people. But the c PerJians, thinking all this, was faid by 
him out of hatred to his brother, had no regard to it, but on his death 
quietly, fubmitted to him whom they found on the throne, fuppofing him 
to be the true Smerdis. And it being the ufage of the eaftern Kings.in 
thofe times to live retired in their palaces, and there tranfaft all their af- : 
fairs by the.interco.urfe of their eunuchs, without admitting any elfe, unlefs: 
thofe of their highelt confidence, to have accefs to them, the Magian ex- 
actly obferved this conducl, and therefore being never feen inpublick, this 
made it the harder for them to difcover the cheat. 

CAMBTS ES reigned " feven years and five months, the remaining 
feven months of the eighth year was the reign of the Magian . Herodotus 
calls Mm Smerdis, (as hath been already faid) /Efchylus, Mardus^ Ctefias 
Spendadates, and Jufiin Orapaftes, but in the.Scripture.he is called " Ar~ 
taxerxes. As foon as he was fettled in the kingdom, after the death of 
Cambyfes, the Samaritans * wrote a letter, to him, fetting forth that the 
Jews were rebuilding their city and templeat Jerufalem, that they having 
been al ways a rebellious people, there wasreafpn. to fulpecl, that as foon 
as they mould have finifhed that work they would withdraw their obedience 
from the King, and pay no more toll nor tribute^ which might give anoc- 
cafion for all Syria zxATaleftine to rev@lt(alfo, and Jhe King be excluded 
from having any more portion on that fide the river Euphrates. And 
for the truth of what they had informed him of, as to the rebellious tem- 
per of that people, they referred him to the records of his predeceflbrs, 
wherein they defired fearch might be made concerning this matter. Oa 
the receipt of this letter, examination being made according to the purport 
of it into the records of former times, concerning the behaviour of the 
Jews under the Aflyrian and Babylonijh empires, and it being found in 
them with what valour they had long defended themfelves, and with what 
difficulty they were at length reduced by Nebuchadnezzar, an order was 
iffued forth to prohibit them from proceeding any farther, and fent to the 
Samaritans to fee it put in execution, who immediately on the receipt 
hereof went up to Jerufalem, and having exhibited their order to the Jews 
made them defift by force and power from going on any farther with the 
work of the houfe ; fo it wholly ceafed till the fecond year of DdriusKing 
oiTerJia, for about the fpace of two years. The King that now reigned 
having been a chief leader of the fed of the Magians, againft whom the 
Jews were in the utmott oppofition in point of religion, the averfion he 
had to them on this account no doubt furthered this decree againft them. 



ruftlem, was fuddtnly taken ftck in the abbot of WeftminfterV houfe, and died there in the JeruJ&lem 
chamber. Andfo Ferdinand the Catholic, King of Spain, being foretold that be Jhould die at Ma- 
drigal, carefully avoided going thither; but while he was thus ■, as he thought, avoiding hit death, he 
found it at. Madrigalejo, or little Madrigal, a poor little village he had never before heard of. For at 
be was accidentally pajjing through it he was fuddenly taken ill, and being carried into a poor cottage, 
the beft-reception the place could afford hint, he died there in an hole fcarce large enough to receive 
hit bed. « Herodotus, lib. 3. •> Ezra iv. 7. * Ezra iv. 7—24. 
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Tad at Canity fis was die ^//ta/i*/**/, and Stnerdis [he Artaxerxes, that 
pbdh-ujdedtihc work of the temple, is plain from hence, that they are fiud 
f inScripcure tobe the Kings of Terjia, that reigned between the time of 
Cyrus, and the time of chat Darius by whofe decree the temple was fi- 
uifted 4 but that Darius bc'mg'Darius Hyftajpis (as will be unanfwerably 
demonstrated in Us proper place) and none reigning between Cyrus and 
that 'Darius in Terfia, but Cambyfes and Stnerdis, it, tnuft follow from 
hence, that none but Camby/es and Stnerdis could be the Abafuerus and 
Artaxerxes, who are faid in Ezra to have put a (top to this work. 

Bur tho* Stnerdis was thus unkind to the Jews, * he lludicd to fltew 
grace and favour to all others, that fo gaining their affections, he might 
the better fecure himfelf in the poifc/Con of the throne which he had nfur- 
ped. And therefore as foon as he had taken on him the fovcreignty, he 
granted to all hisfubjeds a freedom from taxes, and an immunity from all 
military ferviccs, for three years, andalfodid fo many other things for their 
benefit, as made his death to be very much lamented by a great many of 
them on the change tliat after followed. And farther to fecure himfelf he 
took to wife Atoffa the daughter of Cyrus, aiming thereby to hold the em- 
pire by her tide, if in cafe of adtfeovery he could not be allowed to have 
any of his own. She had before been the wife of Cambyfes. tor after he 
had, upon the decifion above-mentioned, married one of his fillers, he 
took this other to wife alfo. And the Magjan, while he pretended to be 
her brother, married hei on the fame foot. 

But thefc ileps which he took for his fecurity, made it the more fuf- 
peded that he was hot ch£ true Stnerdis, for if he were, there would 
have been no need (It was faid} of ufing all thefe arts and precautions for 
bis eilabliraracot in the empire ; and the care which he took never to be 
feen in publick augmented the fufpicion. To be fully fatisfyed in this mat- 
ter, Otancs * noble Terjun, brother of Caflandana, (who is faid by Hero, 
dotus to have been mother to Cambyfes, and the true Stnerdis his brother) 
having a daughter named Tbedypta, that had been one of Camby/es's wives, 
and was now kept by the Magian in the fame quality, fent to her to know 
whether it were Stnerdis the (on of Cyrus thzx. (he lay with,orelfe fomc other 
man. The anfwer which (he returned, was, That Ihc having never feen 
Stnerdis the fon of Cyrus, (he could not tell. He then, by a fecond mef- 
(age, bid her enquire of Atojfa (who could not but know her own bro- 
ther) whether this were he or no. Whereon flic having informed him, 
that the prefent King kept all his wives apart, fo that they never converfed 
with each other, and that therefore (he could not come at Jttofa to ask 
this queltion of her, he fent her a third meflage, whereby he directed her, 
that when he mould next lie with her, flic Ihould take the opportunity, 
while he flept, to feci whether he had any ears or no. For Cyrus having 
caufed the cars of Stnerdis the Magtan to be cut olFfor fomc crime that 
defcrved it, he told her that if the pcrfon flic lay with had cars, flic might 
fatisfy her fclf that he was Stnerdis the fon of Cyrus, but that if flic found 
it was othcrwife, he was certainly Stnerdis the Magian, and therefore un- 
worthy of poflcfling cither the crown or her. 'Pbedytna having received 
thefc inllruetions took the next opportunity of making the tryal flic was 
dirccled to, and finding hereon that the pcrfon flic lay with had no cars, 
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ftie fent word to her father of it, and hereby the whole fraud became de- . 
tefted. Whereon Otanes, taking to him fix other of the nobility of the 
Terjlans, entered into the palace, and there falling on the ufurper and 
his brother Tatizithes, who had been the contriver of the whole plot, 
flew them both, and then bringing out their heads to the people declared 
unto them the whole impofture. Which did fet them into fuch a rage, 
that they fell on the whole left which the impoftor was of, and flew all of 
them that they met with that day. For which reafon the faid day on which 
this was done, thenceforth became an annual feftival among them, and for 
a long while after it was celebrated every year by the Terfians in comme- 
moration of the difcovery of this impofture, and their deliverance from it. 
And by reafon of the great flaughter of the Magians then made, it was cal- 
led Magophonia, or the flaughter day of the Magians. And it was from this 
time that they firft had the name of Magians ; which fignifying the cropt- 
ear'd it was then given unto them by way of nick-name and contempt, 
becaufe of this impoftor, who was thus cropp'd. For Mige-Gujh fignifyed in 
the language of the countrey then in ufe, one that had his ears cropp'd, 
and * from a ring-leader of that feci: who was thus cropp'd, the author of 
the famous Arabic Lexicon called Camus, tells us, they had all this name 
given unto them. And what Herodotus, and Juftin, and other authors 
write of this Smerdis, plainly Ihews that he was the man. After this the: 
whole feci: of the Magians grew into that contempt, that they would fooa' 
have funk into an utter extinction, but that a few years after it was under 
the name of a reformation again revived by Zoroaftres, of which an ac- 
count will be hereafter given in its proper place. 

In the interim it may be proper to acquaint the reader, that at this time 
all the idolatry of the world was divided between two fefts, r that is, the 
worlhippers of images, who were called the Sabians, and the worfhippers 
of fire, who were called the Magians. The true religion, which Noah 
taught his pofterity, was that which Abraham pra&is'd, the worshipping of 
one God, the fupreme governor and creator of all things, with hopes irt 
his mercy through a mediator. For the rieceflity of a mediator between 
God and man was a general notion, which obtained among all mankind 
from the beginning. For being confcious of their own meannefs, vilenefs 
and impurity, they could not conceive, how it was poflible for them of 
themfelves alone to have any accefs to the all holy, all glorious, and fupreme 
governor of all things. They confidered bim as too high, and too pure ; 
and themfelves too low and polluted for fuch a converfe. And therefore 
concluded that there muft be a mediator, by whole means only they could 
make any addrefs unto him, and by whofe interoeflion alone any of their 
petitions could be accepted of. But no clear revelation being then made 
of the mediator, whom God had appointed, becaufe as yet he had not 
been manifefted unto the world, they took upon them to addrefs unto him 
by mediators of their own chufing. And their-notion of the fun, moon, 
and ftars, being, that they were the tabernacles, or habitations of intelli- 
gences, which animated thofe orbs, in the fame manner as the foul of man 
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animates his body* and were the caufes of all their motions ; and that thefe 
intelligences were of a middle nature between God and them, they thought 
thefe the properefl: beings to become the mediators between God and them. 
And therefore the planets being the neareft to them of all thefe heavenly 
bodies, and generally looked on to have the greateft influence on this 
world they made choice of them in thefirft place for their Gods-medi- 
ators, 'who were to mediate for them with the fupreme God, and procure 
from him the mercies and favours which they prayed for, and accordingly 
they directed divine worlhip unto them as fuch. And here began all the 
idolatry that hath been pradtis'd in the world. They firft worihipped 
them per Sacella, that is, by their tabernacles, and afterwards by images 
alfo. By thefe Sacella, or tdbernacles, they meant the orbs themfelves, 
which they looked on only as the Sacella, or facred tabernacles, in which 
the intelligences had their habitations. And therefore When they paid their 
devotions to any one of them* they dire&ed their worihip towards the pla- 
net, in Which they fuppofed he dwelt. But thefe orbs by their rifing and 
fetting, being asmuch under the horizon as above, they were at a lofs how 
to addrefs to them in their abfence. To remedy this, they had recourfe to 
the invention of images, in Which-, after their confeCration, they thought 
thefe intelligences, or inferior deities, to be as much prefeht by their in- 
fluence as in the planets themfelves, and that all addreffes to them were 
made as effectually before the one, as before the other. And this was the 
beginning of image worlhip among them. To thefe images Were given the 
names of the planets they reprefehted, which were the fame they are ffill 
called by. And hence'it is, that we find Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Jdpolhi 
Mercury, Venus and Diana, to be firft ranked in the polytheifm of the 
ancients. For they were their firft gods. After this a notion dbtaMngi 
that good men departed had a power with God alfo to mediate and inter- 
cede for them, they deified many of thofe whom they thought to be fuch, 
and hence the number of their gods encreafed in the idolatrous times of the 
world. This religion firft began among the Chaldeans, which their know- 
ledge in aftronomy helped to lead them to. Arid from this it Was, that 
Abraham ieparated himfelf when he came out of Ghaldea. Froin the Chal- 
deans it fpread it felf over all the eaftj where the profeflbrs of it had the 
name of Sabians.. From them it pafled into Egypt, and from theffee'ta 
the Grecians, who propagated it to all the weftern nations of the world. 
And therefore thofe who mifiike the notion advanced by MtiiffitiHidesi 
■" that many of the Jewijh laws were made in oppofition to the idolatrous 
rites of the Sabians, are much miftaken, when they objeft aigainft i P f - feha^fte 
Sabians were an inconfiderable fee}, and therefore not likely' to haVepee'rt 
fo far regarded in that matter. They are now indeed fihee the growth 
of chriftianity and mahometifm in the world, reduced* to 'aMiiccftfidyra* 
ble feci ; but anciently they were all the nations of the world*, that WorMp'-i 
ped God by images. And that Maimonides underftobd 'the mtiie in T tHiai 
latitude,' is.plain from hence, that he tells us : The Sabialis^mMb^o^t 
of, were a feci c whofe^herefy had overfpread alntoft all mankind.. Tue 
remainde/of this feet ftijl fubfifts in the eaft under the fame name of -Sa* 
bians, which they pretend to have received from Sabius a fon of Sethis. 
And amprfg the book's, wherein the doftrines. pf their feci are contained, 
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they hive one, which they call the book of Seth, and fay, that it was writ- 
ten by that patriarch. That which hath given them the greateft credit a- 
mohg the people of the eaft is, that the beft of their allronomers have been 
of this feft, as Thebet Ebn Korrah, Albattani, and others. For the ftars 
being the gods they Worfhipped, they made them the chief fubjeft of their 
ftudies. Thefe Sdbians in the confeerating of their images ufed many in- 
cantations to draw down into them from the ftars thofe intelligences, for 
whom they eredted them, whofe power and influence, they held, did after- 
ward dwell in them. And from hence the whole foolery of Tele/ms, 
which fome make fo much ado about, had its original. 

Directly oppbfite to thefe were the Magians, another feci, who had 
their original in the fame eaftern countries. For v they abominating all ima- 
ges vFor (hipped God only by fire. They began firft in Verjia t and there and 
in Bidia, were the only places where this feet was propagated, and there 
they remain even to this day. Their chief do&rine was, that there " were 
two principles, one which was the caufe of all good, and the other the 
caufe of all evil, that is to fay, God and the Devil : That the former is re- 
preferited by light, and the other by darknefs; as their trueft fymbols ; and 
that of the compofition of thefe two all things in the world are made. The 
good God they name T tzdan 3 and alfo Ormuzd, and the evil god Ahra- 
itiatt. The former is by t\te Greeks called Oramafdes, and the latter Art" 
fnuritiis. And therefore when Xerxes prayed for that evil upon his ene- 
mies, that it might be put iritothe minds of all of them to drive their beft 
and brave'ft men from them, as the Athenians had Themiftocles, *he ad- 
dreffed his prayer to ArimdtiiUs the evil god of the TerjTans, and not to 
Ornmafdes their good God. And concerning thefe two Gods there was 
this difference of opinion among them, that whereas fome held both of 
them to have been from all eternity, there were others that contended, 
that ¥he gdod Gbd only was eternal, and that the other was created. But 
they both agreed in this, that there will be a continual oppofition between 
thefe two till the end of the world : That then the good God fhall over- 
come the evil god, and that from thenceforward each of them fhall have 
his world to hirrifelf, that is, the good God his world with all good men 
With him, aM the evil god his world with all evil men with him: That 
darkttefs is rthe trueft fymbol of the evil god, and light the trueft fymbbl 
of the good God. . And therefore they always worfhipped him before fire, 
as being the caufe of light, and efpecially before the fun, as being, in their 
opinion, the <perfe6teft. fire j and caufing*he perfe&eft light, And for this 
reafon* in all their temples they had fif e continually burning oh altars, e- 
re&ed in themfor that purpofe. . Andibefore thefe faored fires they offer- 
fed up all their ipublick devotions, as likewife they did all theit .private de- 
votions -beforertheiriprivatefh^es in their ©wjiho.ufes.. . Thus did they pay 
the highfeft honour to light, as beingin.tbeir opinion the tmeft represen- 
tative dfthe: good God, but -always hated; cdarknefs* as being What they 
thcHighr ifhexraeft reprefentative of fchte>eyiltgod, whom they ever had in 
the Jacmoft deteftation, as we now have the *ievil ; and for an inftance here- 
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of, whenever they had an occafion in any of their writings to mention his 
name, they always wrote it backward, and inverfed, as thus, •uvuiv^qp- 
4nd thefe were the tenets of this feft, when on the death of Cambyfes, 
Smerdis and Tatizithes, the two chiefeft ringleaders of it, made that at- 
tempt for theufurping of the fovereignty, which I have mentioned. 
ah. f ii. The w feven princes who had flam thefe ufurpers, entering into conful- 
barius i. tat i on am0 ng themfelves about the fetling of the government, on the lixth 
day after came to this agreement. That the monarchy fhould be continu- 
ed in the fame manner, as it had been eftabliflied by Cyrus, and that for 
the determining which of them mould be the monarch, they mould meet 
on horfeback the next morning againft the rifing of the fun, at a place in 
the fuburbs of the city* which they had appointed for it, and that he whofe 
horfe mould firft neigh mould be the King. For the fun being then the 
great deity of the Terfians, and equally adored by them all, whether of 
the Sabian or Magian fea, by this method they feemed to refer the ele- 
fiion to it. But the groom of Darius, one of the feven princes, being in- 
formed of what was agreed on, made ufe of a device which fecured the 
crown to his mafter. For the night before having tyed a mare to the 
place where they were the next morning to meet, he brought DariuSs 
horfe thither, and put him to cover the mare. And therefore as fopn as 
the princes came thither at the time appointed, Darius's horfe, at the fight 
of the place remembring the mare, ran thither and neighed, whereon he 
was forthwith faluted King by the reft, and accordingly placed on the 
throne. He was the fon of Hyfta/pes, a noble Terjian of the royal family 
of Achamenes, who had followed Cyrus in all his wars. He was at that 
time governor of the Province of TerJ/a, [and fo continued for many 
years after his fon's advancement to the throne. This Darius in the wri- 
tings of .the later Terjians is called Gujbta/ph, and his father Lorajph, and 
under thefe names they are much fpoken of in that countrey even to this 
day* 

• . The rempire of Terjla being thus r eftored, and fettled by the wifdom 
and valour of thefe feven princes, they were afterwards admitted to extra- 
ordinary, honours and privileges under the new King. For they were to 
have accefs to his prefence at all times, whenever they Ihould defire, un- 
lefs only when he was accompanying with any of his wives, and their ad- 
vice;was to be firft, had in the management of all the publick affairs of the 
empire. And whereas the King only wore his turbant direftly upright, and 
all others till then wich its top reverfed, or turned backward, thefe had it 
by way -of fpecial privilege granted unto them from thenceforth to wear 
their turbants with the top turned forward. For they having, when they 
went in to fall Upon the Magikns, turned th&back part of their turbants 
forward^ that they might by that fignal be the better known to each other 
in the" fcuffle, in memory of this* as an efpecial mark of honour, they were 
permitted :to wear their turbants in that manner , ever afterward. And 
from this, time the Terjian Kings of this race had always feven chiefcoun- 
-fellorsin the fame manner privileged, who were their prime affiftants in 
the government, and by whofe advice all the publick affairs of the empire 
Were tr<iiif«aed, and under this character' we 'find them both in "the hoX>%, 
. of Ezra and in y . the. book of Efther made mention of. 
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As foom ss Darius was fettled (fa the throne, " to eftablifla bim the fir- 
er in it, he took to wife the daughter of Cyras, andaifo another 



was the molt belov'-d 'by bim of all ibis 1 waves. Befides thefe, *e took alfo 
to wife "Parmys, the daughter of the true Smerdis, brother of Gatnbyfes t 
and ^>hedyma the daughter -of Qt Aries, >by wtoofe 'means the impoflUre of 
the Magian was .-difeovered, and by theft: had a great many children!, both 
fons and -daughters. - 

Axth^-ujg'H by 'the death of 'tbe ; ufurper, his edi&, which pr,dhft>ked 
thefcailding^f the -temple wis now at an end, yetthe Jews neglecting to 
refume Jfhe work " 'God 'did for thistealfbn fmite the land wkhbarjrennefsj 
fo that %oth the vintage and the -bar veft fail'd them. But in the feeond * 
wear ®£1Darius, they being -by the prophet Haggai informed of the caufe 
of this Judgment upon them, and exhorted to the doing of their duty for 
the ave*tmg r of it, they hetodk themselves again to prepare for the carry^ 
ing on 'of ghe work, it was on * the -firft day of the fixth month (which 
smfwers to : about the middle of dm Auguft) that the word fcf *he-. Lord 
by Haggai the prophet came to Zerubbabcl the fon of Salathicf, governor 
ofjudta, and to f/e/bua the fon <o<ijox,aduck the high-prieft,concerning 
thisraatter. And ; on the twenty fourth day of the 1 fante month they feeing 
excited^ereby arbrewith all the remnant of the people, and obeyed the 
voice df the Lord, and again applied fhemMves with all diligence to proi 
videflohe -and timber, arid all other materials, that were •neeeflary for the 
*gain.-catrying on of the work. And to encourage them to go oh vigo- 
T oufly herewith, on the twenty firfi flay of the fevebWmorith ft. e. about 
the beginning of our Oftober) 4 another meffage frorri-God came to them 
fey the fame prophet, which not only affured them of his preferice witb. 
them herein, to make it profper in their bands, but alfo prbmifed- them 
that -the glory of the laternoufe, -when*uilt, fhotild be greater than the 
glory of the former houfe ; which was 'accordingly accompnflied,' when 
Xlhrifi ' our l Lord came to this his temple, and 'honoured it with his pre- 
sence, 'hi all other; refpe&s this later -temple, the f fame prophet tells us, 
«t -its i firft building -was -as nothii^gHn .companion- ; 6f -Reformer/* 

•iNthe^ eighth mdnchofthe-lam^aT<whk^ah^rs-fopart-bf durOiS^- 
Serntid -part of Noventbety the word of the L6rd : came by Zechariah the 
prophet .to /the people of the Jews, exhorting triein to repentance, and 
promiftng theni mercy and favour on their obedience hereto. 

On the " twenty fourth day of the ninth month 1 (which' fell about the 
•beginning of our T>ecentber.J tte ' jeivs, after they had been empldy'dfr.om 
^the twenty fourth day of the fixtb month, in preparing materials for the 
temple, went on again with the building of it i -' whereon the prophet 
17rf ? #zinromifed.them from -God .a. deliverance. from that barrennefs of 
their land, with which it had been fmitten,. and plentiful encreafeof all its 
fruits for the future. And alfo k delivered xmo&iWbabel a ;meffage from 
God, of mercy and favour unto him. ■■■■■-.(.■}■ ■ 
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An. fig. In the beginning of the next year, (which was the third year of Darius 
Darms 3 ' according to the 1 BabyloTiianzxidTerfian account, but the fecond accor- 
ding, to the Jewifi) the Samaritans underftanding that the building of the 
temple went on again, notwithstanding the Hop which they had procured 
to be put to it in the laft reign, they m betook themfelves again to their 
old malicious pra&ices for the obftru&ing of the work, and therefore ap- 
plied themfelves to Tatnai, whom Darius had made chief governor or 
prefect of all the provinces of Syria and Talejline (which was 0 one of the 
twenty prefectures into which he had lately divided his whole empire) 
and made complaint to him againft the Jews as to this, matter, fuggefting 
that they proceeded herein without, authority, and that it would tend to 
the prejudice of the King. Whereon Tatnai being accompanied by Set har- 
boznai (who feems. to have been then governor of Samaria) came to Je- 
rufalem, to take an account of what was there a doing. But Tatnai be- 
ing a man of temper and juftice, after he had made a view of the building, 
did not proceed roughly and raflily to put a flop to it, but firft enquired 
of the elders of the Jewsby what authority they had gone on with it. And 
they having produced to him Cyrus's ; decree, he would not take upon him to 
contradict the fame, or order any thing contrary to it upon his own au- 
thority, but firfl: wrote letters to the King, to know his pleafure concern- 
ing iti wherein he fairly ftated the cafe, fetting forth the matter of fact, 
and alfo the Jews plea of Cyrus's decree for the juftifying of themfelves 
herein, and thereon requested, that fearch might be made among the re- 
cords of the kingdom, whether there were any fuch decree granted by Cy- 
rus or no, and that thereon the King would be pleafed to lignify unto him 
what he would have done herein. Whereon ° fearch being made, and 
the decree being found among the rolls in the royal palace at Ecbatana in 
Media, where Cyrus was when he granted it, the King refolved to con- 
firm the fame. For having lately married two of the daughters of Cyrus, 
the better to fortify his title to the crown thereby, he thought it concern- 
ed him to do every thing that might tend to fupport the h onour and vene- 
ration which was due to the memory of that great prince, and therefore 
would fufFer nothing to be infringed of that which he had fo folemnly 
granted, but ordered his royal decree to be drawn, wherein recitement 
being made of the decree of Cyrus, he commanded it in every particular 
to be obferved, and fent it to Tatnai, and Setharboznai, to fee it fully and 
effectually put in execution, decreeing that whofoever ihould alter thefame 
or put any obftruftion to it, ihould have his houfe pulled down, and that 
a gallows being made of the timber of it, he ihould be hanged thereon. 

On p the twenty fourth day of the eleventh month (that is, about the 
beginning of our February) the prophet Zechariah had in a viiionthat re- 
velation made unto him, which is contained in the book of his propheiies, 
from the 7"* verfe of the 1" chapter to the 9 th verfe of the vi ,h chapter. The 



1 For -the r Babylonians andPet flans at this time began the ir year from the beginnning of January ; but 
the Jews from Nifan, about ten or eleven weeks after. And therefore feeing the eighth month (which 
anfvuers in fart to our October) was according to Zechariah [ch. i. v. i.) in the fecond year «/Darius 
avhatfo.e_v.er was acfedfrom the beginning of January, within a year after mufl be in the third year of 
Darius,, according to the Babylbhifll ace ount, and alfo' according to the exact" truth of the matter. For 
Darhis began his reign with the beginning of the Babyloniih year. ™ Ezra V. 3—17. 

■ Herodotus,, lib. 3. <>Ezravi. t Zechariah i. 7. 
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fubftance of which is to exprefs the mercy that God would fhew unto his 
people in the reftoration and redemption of Siou, and the vengeance which 
he would execute upon thofe that had opprefled them. 

About the beginning of the fourth year of Darius, his decree which 
confirmed that of Cyrus in favour of the Jews was brought to Jerufalem. " 
It was about the beginning of the former year, that Tatnai fent to the King 
about it, and lefs than a year's time cannot be well allowed for the difpatch 
of fuch an affair. For the King then refiding at Shujhan in Terjia, was at 
luch a diftance from Judea, that the journey of the meflenger thither to 
him could not take up lefs than three months time, (for * Ezra was four 
months in coming to Judea from Babylon, which was at Ieaft one quarter 
of the way nearer) and on his arrival it cannot be fuppofed, that in a court 
where the government of fo great an empire was managed, he could im- 
mediately come at a difpatch. The multiplicity of other affairs there agi- 
tated muft neceflarily detain him fome time, before it could come to his 
turn to be heard for the delivery of his meflage, and when he had ob- 
tained an order to fearch among the records of the empire for the decree 
of Cyrus, (which we cannot imagine to have been without a farther time 
of attendance) he or fome other meflenger firft went to Babylon to make 
the fearch there, and on his failing of finding it in that place, he went from 
thence to ' Ecbatana the capital of Media, where having found the enrol- 
ment of it (for it feems Cyrus was there when he granted it) he returned 
with it from thence to Shujhan. In which three journeys and two fearches, 
confidering the diftance of the faid three places from each other, and the 
vaft number of records which in the regiftries of fo large an empire muft 
be turned over for the finding of that which was fearched for, lefs than 
five months could not have been expended. And when the record of Cy- 
rus's decree was brought from Ecbatana. to Shujhan, a month is the leaft 
time that can be fuppofed for the difpatch of the new decree which Da- 
rius made in confirmation of it ; and then three months more muft be al- 
lowed for the carrying of it to Tatnai, and from him to Judea. All which 
put together make a full year, from the time of Tatnai s writing his letter, 
to the time of the arrival of Darius's decree in anfwer to it. WhenTat- 
?tai and Setharboznai, on the perufal of it, found howftridtly the King re- 
quired obedience to be given thereto, they durftnot but aft in conformi- 
ty to it, r and therefore they did immediately let the Jews know hereof? 
and forthwith took care to have it fully and effectually put in execution; 
And from that time the building of thehoufe went on fo fuccefsfully, that 
it was fully finifhed within three years after. For by virtue of this decree 
the Jews were not only fully authorized to go On with the building, but 
were alfo furnifhed with the expences of it out of the 1 taxes of the province. 
This had been granted by Cyrus in the former decree, but by the under- 
hand dealings of the Samaritans, and other enemies, in corrupting thofe, 
thro' whofe hands the administration of thepublick affairs and publick re- 
venues pafled, this part of Cyrus's decree was rendred ineffectual during a 
great part of his reign, and thro' the whole reign of Cambyjes. And there- 
fore during all that time the Jews being left to carry on the work at their 
own charges only, and they being then very poor, as being newly returned 

i Ezra vii. 9. ' This is the fame that- is now called Tauris. f Ezra vi. 13. and 

Jofephus Antiq. lib. 11. cap. 4. 
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from their captivity, it went very (lowly on. But being now helped a- 
gain by the King's bounty, they followed it with that diligence, that they 
foon brought it to a conclufion. 

The publifhing of this decree at Jerufalem may be reckoned the tho- 
rough restoration of the Jewijh ftate. And from the thorough deftructi-"- 
on of it in the burning of the city and temple of Jerufalem by the Chal- 
deans to this time is juft feventy years. The time falling fo exactly, and 
the prophet Zechariah confirming it by expreffing under ' the fourth year 
of 'Darius, that the mourning and failing of the Jews for the deftruction 
of Jerufalem, and the utter driving of them out of the land on the death 
of Gedaliah was then v juft feventy years; this hath given aplaufible handle 
to fome for the placing of the beginning of the feventy years of the Baby- 
lonijfp captivity, fpoken of by Jeremiah, at the deftruction of Jerufalem, 
and the end of them at the publication of this decree of 'Darius. But the 
Scripture plainly tells us, that thefe feventy years as prophefied of by the 
prophet Jeremiah, began w from the fourth year of Jehoiakim, and ex- 
pired x on the firft of Cyrus, on his then granting his deceee for the re- 
building of the temple, and the return of the Jews again into their own land. 
But this matter will admit of a very eafy reconciliation, for both computa- 
tions may very wellftand together. For though the Babylonijh captivity 
did begin from the fourth of Jehoiakim, when Nebuchadnezzar firft fub- 
jugated the land, and carried away to Babylon the firft captives, yet it was 
not completed till he had abfolutely deftroyedit in the eleventh year of 
Zedekiah, which was juft eighteen years after. And fo likewife, tho' the 
deliverance from this captivity, and the reftoration of the Jewijh ftate there- 
on, was begun by the decree of Cyrus in the firft year of his reign, yet it 
was not completed till that decree was put in full vigour of execution by 
the decree which 'Darius granted in the fourth year of his reign for the 
confirmation of it, which was alfo juft eighteen years after. And there- 
fore if we reckon from the beginning of the captivity to the beginning of 
the reftoration, we muft reckon from the fourth year of Jehoiakim to 
the firft of Cyrus, which was juft feventy years ; and if we reckon from 
the completion of the captivity to the completion of the reftoration, we 
muft reckon from the eleventh year of Zedekiah to the fourth of "Darius, 
which was alfo juft feventy years. So that whether we reckon from the 
beginning of the captivity to the beginning of the reftoration, or from 
the completing of the captivity to the completing of the reftoration, Je- 
remiah's prophefy of the feventy years captivity will be both ways equally 
accomplished, and therefore I doubt not but that both ways were equal- 
ly intended therein, tho' the words of the prophefy feem chiefly to re- 
fer to the former. 

O n the publication of this decree of "Darius, and the care that was ta- 
ken to have it fully put in execution, without fufFering any of thofe de- 
vices to obftruct it, which had rendred the former decree ineffectual, the 
work of the temple went on very fuccefsfully, and the ftate of the Jews 
in J tide a and J erufalem feemed fo thoroughly reftored, that the Jews who 
were in Babylon, on their having had an account hereof, thought it might not 
be any longer proper to keep thofe fafts, which hitherto they had obferved 



'Zech. vii. t. v Zech. vii. s • w Jer. xxv. * aChron. xxxvi. 20— 13. 
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for feventy years paft, for the deftru&ion which Judah and Jerufalem had 
fuffered from the Chaldeans in the time of Zedekiah, as looking on them 
now to have obtained a thorough reftoration from it. And therefore Tent 
meffengers to Jerufalem, Sherezer and Regem-melech, to ask advice of the 
priefts and prophets that were there, concerning this matter. For from 
the time of the deilru<ftion of the city and temple of Jerufalem, the Jews 
of the captivity had kept four fafts in commemoration of the calamities 
which then hapned to their nation ; the "firft on the tenth day of the tenth 
month, becaufe then Nebuchadnezzar firftlaid fiege to Jerufalem in the 
ninth year of Zedekiah ; the "fecond on the ninth day of the fourth month, 
becaufe on that day the city was taken ; the third b on the tenth day of 
the fifth month, becaufe then the city and temple were burnt by Nebu- 
zaradan ; and the fourth c on the third day of the feventh month, becaufe 
on that day Gedaliah was flain, and the remainder of the people were 
thereon difperfed and driven out of the land, which completed the defo- 
lation of it. Concerning all which fafts, and the queftion of the Babylo- 
nijh Jews propofed concerning them, God gave them by the prophet Za- 
chariah that anfwer, which we have in the feventh and eighth chapters of 
his prophefies. Therein d the fafts of the fifth and feventh month are faid 
to have been obferved for feventy years paft. And from the nineteenth 
year of Nebuchadnezzar according to the Jewijh account, (which was the 
feventeenth according to the Babylonijh account) ■ when Jerufalem was 
deftroyed to the fourth year of 'Darius Hyjlajfris, when the Jewijh fiziet 
was again thoroughly reftored, were juft feventy years according to the 
canon of Ttolomy. So the facred and prophane chronology do both ex- 
aaiy agree in this matter. The Jews ftill obferve thefe four fafts even to 
this day, tho' not exactly on thetfame days in their *prefent calendar, as 
in the former. •': , - r r 

In the beginning of the fifth year of 'Darius hapned f the revolt of the w- 
Babylonians, which coft him the trouble of a tedious fiege again to reduce Darius s ' 
them. For it lafted twenty months. This city having for many years du 
ring the Babylonijh empire been the miftrefs of the eaft, and domineer'd 
over all the countries round about them, could not bear the fubieftion 
which they were fallen under to the Terfians, efpecially after they had re- 
moved the imperial feat of the empire from Babylon to Shujhan For that 
much diminifhed the grandeur, pride and wealth of the place, which thev 
thought they could no other way again retrieve, < but by fettine ud for 
themfelves againft the'Terfians, under, a King of their own, in the fame 
manner as they had formerly done under Nabopollafar againft the Affitri 
ans. And therefore taking the advantage of the revolution which haonerl 
in the Terflan empire, firft on the death of Cambyfes, and after on the 
flaying of the Magians, they began to lay in all manner of provifions for 
the war ; and after they had covertly done this for four yearf together till 



y Zech. vii. = 2. K.ngs xxv. i. Jer. lii. 4. Zech. viii. 19. - . z Kfnes xxv 3 

Jer. xm. a . Zech. viii. i 9f " Jer. lii. xz. ■ Zech. vii. 3. s . a„d viii. to. Ter xH f ' 
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The.r frefent Calendar mas made by R. Hillef, about the year of our Lord =60 Their firmer vear 
•mas a lunar year recoiled to a filar by intercalations, but in wh % S^SSJ^Z^htZ^I 
■nays to have its beginning about the time of the vernal <cauino X . to ibich feafin tleVoduJts 7f thtr 
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they had fully ftored the city for many years to come, in the fifth year 
they broke out into an open revolt, which drew Darius upon them with 
all his forces to befiege the city. In the beginning of the third year of 
'Darius, we learn from the prophet Zachariah, that 8 the whole empire 
was then in peace ; and therefore the revolt could not then have hapned ; 
and the meiFage of Sherezer and Regem-melech from Babylon, h in the 
fourth year of his reign proves the fame for that yearalfo. And therefore 
it could not be till the fifth year that this war broke out. As foon as 'the 
Babylonians faw themfelves begirt by fuch an army as they could not cope 
with in the field, they turned their thoughts wholly to the fupporting of 
themfelves in the fiege in order whereto they took a refolution, the moft 
defperate and barbarous that ever any nation praftifed. For to make their 
provifions lafl the longer, they agreed to cut off all unnecefTary mouths 
among them ; and therefore drawing together all the women and children, 
they ftrangled them all, whether wives, fillers, daughters, or young chil- 
dren ufelefs for the wars, excepting only that every man was allowed to 
fave one of his wives, which he beft loved, and a roaid-fervant to do the 
work of the houfe. And hereby was very fignally fulfilled the prophefy 
of Ifaiah againft them, in which he foretold, That k two things Jhould come 
to them m a moment, m one day, the lofi of children and widowhood, and 
that thefe Jhoul,d; come upon them in their perfection for the multitude of 
their for caries % and the great abundance of their inchantments. And in 
what greater perfection could thefe calamities come upon them, than when 
they the^mieives thus upon themfelves became the executioners of them ? 
And in many, other particulars did God then execute his vengeance upon 
this wicked and abominable city, which was foretold by feveral of the pro-, 
phets ; and the Jews were as often 1 warned to. come out of the place be- 
fore the time of its approach, that they might not be involved in it. And 
efpeciajly m the prophet; Zachariah about two years, before fent them a 
call from God, that is, tottum., that dwelt ■with the daughter o/TBabyloni 
to flee antd. come forth <from< that land, that fihey might-be delivered from the 
plague which God was, going to. inflicVupon it. And when Sherezer and 
Regem-nieleck returned t^ite^y^* moxUaubt they carried back with them 
from this priophet a repetyt&onofrthefanie. call.; and altho' it be no where 
faid, that they paid obedience to itj and fo faved themfelves ; yet we may. 
take it for certain, thafc they did,, aatt by feafonablyr removing from Raby~ 
Ion before the- fiege begun* avoided partaking of the; calamities of it. For 
aim oft all ; the .prophefies concerning, this heavy judgment upon Babylon 
fpeaking. ofj it,, as the vengeance off Godiupon. them for their cruel deal- 
ings with his. people, when they were delivered into> their hands \ and 
they all at, the : fame time promifing' peace,, mercy and favour- to all that 
were of his people ; and.pajcticularly fuchia^promife.havdngbeeni fent them 
but, the year before" by Sherezer and Regem-melech^. it is utterly incon- 
fifienc with the whole t.enour of thefe facred predictions, that any of the 
Jewifb nation mould be fufferers with the Babylonians: in this war, and 
therefore we may afliiredly infer, thakthey were all gone out of this place 
before, this war begun. 
DaVus 6 <l 'D A Ji ID S having lain before Babylon a year' and eight months, 

s Zech. i. if, V.Zcch, vii. I— 3, ' -Herod, lib. 3. Mfai. xlviii 9. 
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"at length toward the end of the fixth year of his reign he rook it by the 
llratagem of Zopyrns, one of his chief commanders. For he having cue 
otl'his nofc and cars, and mangled his body all over with (Iripcs, tied in 
this condition to thebefieged, where feigning to have fullered all this bi 
the cruel ufagc of Sarins, he grew thereby fo far into their confidence, 
as at length to be made the chief commander of their forces, which trull 
he made ufc of to deliver the city to his matter, which could fcarce have 
been any other way taken. For the walls by rcafon of their height and 
Itrength made the place impregnable againll all llorms, batteries and af- 
faults; and it being furnilhcd with proviiions for a great many years, and 
having alfo r large quantities of void ground within the city, from the cul- 
tivation of which it might annually be fupplied with much more, it could 
never have been llarvcd into a furrender ; and therefore at length it mull 
have wearied and worn out 'Darius and all his army, had it not been thus 
delivered into his hands by this llratagem of Zopyrus, for which he de- 
fervcdly rewarded him with the highcll honours he could heap on him all 
his life after. As foon as 'Darius was mailer of the place, he took away 
♦all their hundred gates, and beat down ' their walls from two hundred 
cubits (which was their former height) to fifty cubits, and of thefc walls 
onIy f StrabOy and other after-writers are to be underllood, when they de- 
fcribc the walls of Babylon to be no more than fifty cubits high. And as 
to the inhabitants, after having given them forafpoil to h\%Terfans, who 
had been before their fervants, according to the prophefy of Zacbariab, 
(c. ii. 9.) and impaled three thoufand of the moll guilty and active of 
them in the revolt, he pardoned all the reft. But by rcafon of the dclrrtT- 
ftion they had made of their women in the beginning of the ficge, he vfcrs 
forced to fend for fifty thoufand of that fex out of the other provinces of 
the empire to fupply them with wives, without which the place muft foon 
have become depopulated for wane of propagation. 

And here it is to be obferved, that the punilhmcnt of Babylon kept 
pace with the rclloration of Judab and Jerttfalcm^ according to the pro- 
phefy of the prophet Jeremiah{c\\.yxs. whereby he foretold, Thtft 
when the feventy years of Judah'x captivity flmild be accomplified, Gird 
would punifli the King of Babylon, and that nation for their iniquity, and 
the land of the Chaldeans, and would make it a perpetual dejblaticn, and 
would bring upon that land all the words which he bad pronounced againft 
it. For accordingly, when rhe rclloration of Judab began in the rirft of 
Cyrus, after the expiration of the firllfcvcnty years, that is, from rhe fourth 
of Jchoiakim to the firltof Cyrus, then began Babylon's puhiflirnent in be- 
ing conquered and fubjected to the Tcrjians, in the fame manner as they 
had conquered and fubjefted the Jewsio them, in the beginning of the 
faid feventy years. And after the expiration of thefecond lefrcnty years, 
that is, from the nineteenth of Nebuchadnezzar, when Juddb drtd Jem- 
faletn were thoroughly dcfolatcd, to the fourth tifDarins, n*hen the re- 
lloration of both was completed, then thcdefolation of Babylon was alio 
in a great meafurc completed in the dcvallation, which Wjii then brought 



* Herod, lib. 3. Juflill. lib. I. C. to. Pol>acflu», IJb. 7. rQ.Cutiiui, lib. f.c. t. PereyO 
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upon it by Darius. In the firft part of their punifhment their King was 
flain, and their city taken, and thenceforth, from being' the lady of king- 
doms, and miftrefs of all the eaft, it became fubjeft to the Terfians. And 
whereas before it had been the metropolis of a great empire, this honour 
was now taken from it, and the imperial feat removed from thence to 
Shujhan or Sufa, (for this feems to have been done in the firft year of Cy- 
rus's reign over the whole empire) and Babylon thenceforth inftead of ha- 
ving a King, had only a deputy refiding there, who govern'd it as a pro- 
vince of the Terfan empire. And at the fame time that the city was thus 
brought under, the countrey was defolated and deftroyed by the inunda- 
tion, that was caufed by turning of the river on the taking of the city, which 
hath been already fpoken of, and thereon it became a pojfejfion for the bit- 
tern, and fools of water, as the Prophet Ifaiah foretold, (ch. xiv.2,3.) and 
the fea came up upon Babylon, and Jhe was covered with the multitude of the 
wa-ves thereof, according as Jeremiahprophe&ed hereof (ch. li. 42,.) And 
in the fecond part of their punifhment on Darius's taking the place, all 
that calamity and devaluation was brought upon it, which hath been al- 
ready fpoken of, and from that it did never any more recover it felf, but 
languifhed a while, and at length ended, according to the words of Jere- 
miah, in a perpetual defolation. 
A»-sn. I N the fixth year of Darius, according to the Jewijh account, and on 
US7 ' the third day of the twelfth month, called the month oi jidar, (which an- 
fwered to part of the third, and part of the fourth month of the Babylonijh 
year, and confequently was in thefeventh year of Darius, according to 
the Babylonijh account) a the building of the temple at Jerufalem was finifh- 
ed and the dedication of it was celebrated by the priefts and Levites, 
and aUthe reft of the congregation of Ifrael, with great joy and folemnity. 
And among other facrifices then offered, there was a fin-offering for all If- 
rael of twelve he-goats, according to the number of the tribes of Ifrael, 
which is a farther addition of proof to what hath been above-faid, that on 
the return of Judah and Benjamin from the Babylonijh captivity, fomeal- 
fo of each of the other tribes of Ifrael returned with them out of AJfyria, 
Babylon, and Media, whither they had been before carried, and joining 
with them in the rebuilding of the temple, (to which they had originally 
an equal right) partaked alfo in the folemnity of this dedication, otherwife 
there is no reafon why any fuch offering mould have been then made in 
their behalf. But the molt of them that returned being of the tribe of 
Judah, that fwallowed up the names of all the reft, for from this time the 
whole people of Ifrael, of what tribe foever they were, v began to be cal- 
led Jews, and by that name they have all of them been ever' fince known 
all the world over. . „ ' 

This work was twenty years m finifliing. tor fo many years were e- 
lapfed from the fecond of Cyrus when it was firft begun, to the feventhof 
Darius when it was fully finilhed. During the latter part of the reign of 
Cyrus, and thro' the whole reign of Cambyfes, it met with fuch difcou- 
rasements thro' the fraudulent devices of the Samaritans, that it went but 
ilowly on for all that time. And during the usurpation of the Magians, 
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and for almoft "two years after, it was wholly fuppreffed, that is, till to- 
wards the latter end of the fecond year of the reign of 'Darius. But then 
it being again refumed on the preaching of the prophets Haggai and Ze- 
chariah, and afterwards encouraged and helped forward by the decree of 
Darius, it was thenceforth carried on with that vigour, efpecially thro' 
the exhortations and prophefies of the two prophets I have mentioned, 
that in the beginning of the feventh year of "Darius it was fully finifhedj 
and dedicated anew to the fervice of God, in the manner as hath been 
laid. In this dedication the cxlvi'", cxlvii" 1 , and thecxlviii" e PJalms£eem 
to have been fung. For in the Septuagint verfion they are ftyled the Tfalms 
of Haggai and Zechariah, as if they had been compofed by them for this 
occafion. And this, no doubt, was from fome ancient tradition, but in 
the original Hebrew thefe e Pjalmshave nofuch title prefix'd to them, nei- 
ther have they any other to contradicf it. 

The decree whereby this temple was finiflied, having been granted by 
Darius at his palace in Shu/ban, (or Sufa,zs the Greeks call the place) in 
remembrance hereof 'the eaftern gate in the outer wall of the temple was 
from this time called the gate of Shujban, and a pifture and draught of 
that city was portrayed in fculpture over it,- and there continued till the 
laft deftruftion of that temple by the Romans. 

In the next month after the dedication, which-. was the Month Nifan 9 
the firft of the Jewijh year, the temple being now. made fit for all parts of 
the divine fervice, " the paifover was obferved in it on the fourteenth day 
of that month, according to the law of God, and folemnized by all the 
children of Ifrael that were then returned from the captivity, with great 
joy and gladnefs of heart, becaufe, faith, the bpok of Ezra, '■The Lord bath 
made them joyful, and turned the heart of the -king of Aflyria upto them, fo 
Jirengthen their hands in the work of thehoufe of God, the God of\ixz&\% 
from whence" archbifhop VJher infers, that Babylon muft neceflarily have 
been reduced by Darius before this time. For otherwife he thinks he 
could not have been here ftyled King of Ajfyria, Babylon being then the 
metropolis of that Kingdom.- 

A n d if we will add one ftage more to the two above-mentioned, of the 
captivity and refloration of Judah, and place the full completion of the 
captivity in the twenty third of Nebuchadnezzar according to the Jewijh 
account, (which was the twenty firfb according to the Babylonijb) b whett 
Nebuzaradan carried away the laft remainder of the land : And the full 
completion of the reftoration at the flnifliing of the temple, and the refto- 
ration of the divine worfhip therein, this ftage will have the like diftance 
of feventy years. For the dedication of this temple, and the folemnizing 
of the firft paflbver in it, being in the feventh year of Darius, it will fall 
in the feventieth year from the c faid twenty third of Nebuchadnezzar, ac- 
cording to 'Ptolemy's canon. So that taking it which way you will, and at 
what ftage you pleafe, the prophefy of Jeremiah will be fully and exaftly 
accomplifhed concerning this matter. And here ending the rebuiling of 
the fecond temple, I mail herewith end this book. 

«- In thr firft o/Efdras, Ver. 73. it 's faid, "that the time of the flop, which was put to the building, 
•was two years. * See Lightfoot of the Temple, c.3. » Ezra vi. 19—22. « fcra vi,u, 

* Annates veteris Teftamenti fub A. M. 3489. Jer. lii. 30. c That is, reckoning 

the twenty third year ©/"Nebuchadnezzar according to the Jewifll account, to be the twenty firft ac~ 
sording to the Babylonifli account, which Ptolomy went by. 
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BOOK IV. 

Arl . ft4 _ szm&tevi* IVSSSHH E Samaritans ftill carrying on their former fpite and 
Darius 8. ^^^^^f?^!^ rancor againft the Jews., gave them new trouble on 
yili^n \ ^ \ this occafion. The tribute of Samaria had been af- 
fk'\. i i. * A figned firft " by Cyrus, and afterwards by Darius, for 
P^l^t-j f^p^|f tne reparation of the temple at Jerufalem, and the fur- 
Pifttf ^^^^y nifhing of the Jews with facrifices, that c . oblations and 
W?¥xX?&m kigM^ prayers might there daily be offered up for the King 
and the royal family, and for the welfare and pro- 
fperity of the Terjian empire. This was a matter of great regret and 
heart-burning to the Samaritans, and was in truth thefourceand the true 
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original reafon of all the oppolitions which they made againltthcm. For 
they thought it an indignity upon them to be forced to pay their tribute 
to the Jews, and therefore they did 4 by bribes, and other underhand 
dealings, prevail with the minifters, and other officers to whofc charge this 
matter belonged, during the latter part of the reign of Cyrus* and all the 
time of Cambyfes, to put a Hop to this a alignment, and did all elfc that 
they could wholly to quafli it. But the grant being again ' renewed by 
Darius, and the execution of it foltrictlycnjoyncdinthe manner as hath 
been before related, the tribute was thenceforth annually paid to the end 
for which it was afligned, without any more gainfaying till this year. But 
how, on pretence that the temple was finilhcd, (though the out-buildings 
flill remained unrepaired, and were not finilhcd till many years after) the/ 
'rcfufedto let the Jews tuny longer have the tribute, alledging, that it be- 
ing afligned them for the repairing of their temple, now the temple was 
repaired the end of that alignment wasceafed, and that confcqucntly the 
payment of the faid tribute was to ceafc with it, and for this reafon would 
pay it no longer to them. Whereon the Jews, to right themfelvcs in this 
matter, fen t Zerubbabel the governor, with Mordccai and Ananias, two 
other principal men among them, with a complaint to 'Darius of the wrong 
that was done to them, in the detaining of his royal bounty from them, con- 
trary to the purport of the edict which he had in that behalf made. The 
King, on the hearing of the complaint, and the informing of himfclf about 
it, ifliicd out his royal order to his officers at Samaria, ItrifUy requiring 
and commanding them to take effectual care, that the Samaritans obferve 
his edict in paying their tribute to the temple of Jeru/alem as formerly* 
and no more, on any pretence whatsoever, give the Jews any caufc for 
the future to complain of their failure herein. And after this wc hear no 
more of any opposition or conteft concerning this matter* till the time of 
SanbaUat, which was many years after. 

From the time of the reduction of Babylon,* 'Darius had fct himfclf to 
make great preparations for a war againfl the Scythians, that inhabited 
thofe countries which lye between the Danube and the Tdnais\ his pre- 
tence for it was to be revenged on them for their having invaded djia, 
and held it in fubjeftion to them eight and twenty years, as hath been a- 
fore related. This was in the time of Cyaxares, the firft of that name 
King of Media, about an hundred and twenty years before. But for want 
of a better colour for that, which his ambition and third for conqucft on- 
ly led him to, this was given out for the reafon of the war. In order An fti . 
whereto, having drawn together an army of feven hundred thoufand men, Diriu, 9. 
he marched with them to the Tbracian BoJphorus, and having there patted 
over it on a bridge of boats he brought all Thrace in fubjeftion to him, and 
then marched to the JJler, or < Danube f where he appointed his fleet to 
come to him, (which confuted moftly of Ionians, and other Grecian nati- 
ons, dwelling in the maritime parts ofjffia, and on the Hellejpont) he there 
pafTcd over another bridge of boats into the countrcy of the Scythiansi 
and having there for three months time purfued them through fcveral dc- 
fcrtjtnd uncultivated countries* where they drew him, by their flight, of 



* Exra Iv. f. Jofcph. Aniiq. lib. II. C. 2. • Ewm »I. » Joleph. Aiuiq. lib. II. c. -4, 
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purpofe to harafsand deftroyhis army* he was glad at laft to return with 
one half of them, having loft the o ther half in this unfortunate and ill pro- 
iefted expedition. And had not the Ionian* by the perfuafion of He- 
JlUus prince of Miletus, (or tyrant, as the Grecians call him) contrary to 
the opinion of others among them, flayed with the fleet to afford him a 
paffage back, he and all the reftmuft have periftied alfo. Mtlttades, prince 
of the Thracian Cherfonefus, which lyes at the mouth of the HeUefpont, 
being one of thofe who attended 'Darius with his mips, was earneft for 
their departure, and the firlt that moved it, telling them, that by their 
going away, and leaving 'Darius and his army to perifh on the other fide 
of the Danube, they had a fair opportunity of breaking the power of the 
Tertians, and delivering themfelves from the yoke of that tyranny, which 
would be to the advantage of every one of their refpedive countries. 
This was urged by him in a council of the chief, commanders, and 
would certainly have taken place, but that Heftiaus in anfwer hereto 
foon made them fenfible what a dangerous risk they were going to run. 
For he convinced them, that if this were done, the people of each, of 
their cities, being freed from the fear of the Terfians, would immedi- 
ately rife upon them to recover their liberties, and this would end in the 
ru'ine of every one of them, who now with fovereign authority under the 
protection of 'Darius fecurely reigned over them. Which being the true 
ftate of their cafe, this argument prevailed with them, fo that they all re- 
folved to ftay, and this gave Darius the means of again repafling the river 
into Thrace, where having left Megabyzus one of his chief commanders 
with part of his army to finiih his conquefts in thofe parts, and thoroughly 
fettle the countrey in his obedience, he repaired the Bojfrhorus with the 
reft, and retired to Sardis, where he flayed all the winter, and the moft 
part of the enfuingyear, to refrefti his broken forces, and re-fettle his af- 
fairs in thofe parts of his empire, after the fhock that had been given 
them by the baffle and lofs which he had fuftained in this ill-ad vifed ex- 
pedition. ■ , 
A». ftz. ME GABTZD S having reduced moft of the nations of Thrace under 
Darius the Terjian yoke, returned to Sardis to Darius, h and from thence accom- 
IO ' panied him to Sufa, whither he marched back about the end of the year, 
after having appointed Artaf hemes, one of his brothers, governor of Sar- 
dis, and Otanes chief commander of Thrace, and the maritime parts ad- 
joining, in the place of Megabyzus. This Otanes was the fon of Sifam- 
nes, one of the royal judges of Terjia, who having been convicted of bri- 
bery and corruption by Cambyfes, there is related this remarkable inftance 
of that King's juftice towards him, '' that he caufed him to be flay'd 
alive, and making with his skin a covering for the feat of the tribunal, 
made this his fon, whom he appointed to fucceed him in his office, to fit 
thereon, that being thus put in mind of his father's punifhment, he might 
thereby be admonifli'd to avoid his crime. 

The Scythians, to be revenged on Darius for his invading their coun- 
Darius°' trey, j pafs'd over the 'Danube, and ravaged all thofe parts of Thrace that 
Ia * had fubmitted to the Terfians as far as the Hellejpoht, whereon Miltiades 
to avoid their rage fled from the Cherfonejus, but on the retreat of the e- 
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nemy he returned, and was again reinstated in his former power by the 
inhabitants of the countrey. 

About this time 'Darius, being defirous to enlarge his dominions eaft- A».^og. 
ward, in order to the conquering of thofe countries, laid a defign of firft P 3 anus 
making a difcovery of them, k for which purpofe having built a fleet of 
mips at Cafpatyrus, a city on the river Indus, and as far up upon it as the 
borders of Scythia, he gave the command of it to Scylax a Grecian of Ca- 
ryandia, a city in Carta, and one well skill'd in maritime affairs, and fent 
him down the river to make the beft difcoveries he could of all the parts 
which lay on the banks of it on either fide, ordering him for this end to 
fail down the current till he mould arrive at the mouth of the river, and 
that then pairing through it into the fouthern ocean he mould fhape his 
courfe westward, and that way return home. Which orders he having 
exactly executed, he returned by the ftreights of Babelmandel and the red 
fea, and on the thirtieth month after his firft fetting out from Cajpatyrus 
landed in Egypt, at the fame place, from whence Necho King of Egypt 
formerly fent out his 'Phoenicians to fail round the cbafts of Africa, which 
it'smoft likely was the port where now the town of Sues ftands, at the 
hither end of the faid red fea. And from thence he went to Suja, and there 
gave 'Darius an account of all the difcoveries which he had made. After 
this 'Darius entred India with an army, and brought all that large coun- 
trey under him, and 1 made it the twentieth prefecture of his empire, 
from whence he annually received a tribute of three hundred and flxty ta- 
lents of gold, according to the number of the days of the then Perjian 
year, appointing a talent to be paid him for every day in it. This pay- 
ment was made him according to the flandard of the Euboic talent, which 
was hear the fame with the Attic, and therefore according to the lbWeft 
computation it m amounted to the value of one million and ninety five thou- 
fand pound of our money. 

A n fedition happening in Naxus, the chief ifland of the Cyclades in the An. 5-04. 
Egean fea, now called the Archipelago, and the better fort being therein ^ arius 
overpowered by the greater number, many of the wealthiefl of the inha- 
bitants were expelled the ifland, and driven into banifhment. Whereon 
retiring to Miletus, they there begged the afliftance of Ariftagoras, for the 
reftoring of them again to their countrey. This Ariftagoras then govern- 
ed that city as deputy to Hejliatus, whofe nephew and fon- in-law he Was, 
Hejliaus being then abfent at Sufa in Verjia. For Darius on his return 
to Sardis, after his unfortunate expedition againll the Scythians, being tho- 
roughly informed that he owed the fafety of himfelf, and all his army to 
Hejliaus, in that he perfuaded the Ionians not to defert him at the Danube, 
fent for him to come to him, and having acknowledged his fervice bid him 
ask his reward. Whereon he defired of him the Edonian Myrcinus, a 
territory on the river Strymon in Thrace, in order to build a city there, 
and having obtained his requefl, immediately on his return to Miletus he 
equipped a fleet and failed for Thrace, and having there taken pofleffion 
of the territory granted him, did forthwith fet himfelf on the enterprise 
of building his. intended city in the place projected. Megabyzus being then 
governor of Thrace, for Darius, foon faw what danger this might create 

k Herodot. lib. 4. 1 Herodot. lib. 3. °> For according to the lowej? ■valuation an 
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to the King's affairs in thofe parts. For he confidered that the new-built 
city flood upon a navigable river, that the countrey thereabout afforded 
abundance of timber for the building of fhips, that it was inhabited by fe- 
veral nations both of Greeks and Barbarians, which could furnifli a great 
multitude of men fit for military fervice both by fea and land ; that if thefe 
ihould get fuch a crafty and enterprifing perfon as Heftiaus at the head 
of them, they might foon grow to a power both by fea and land too hard 
for the King to mailer, and that efpecially fince from their filver and gold 
mines, of which there were many in that countrey, they might be fiirnifhed 
with means enough to carry on any enterprize they mould undertake. All 
this on his return to Sardis he reprefented unto the King, who being there- 
by made fully fenfible of the error he had committed, for the remedying of 
itfent a meffenger to Myrcinus, to call Heft i tens to Sardis to him, under 
pretence that having great matters in defign, he wanted his counfel and 
advice concerning them, by which means having gotten him into his power 
he carried him with him to Sufa, pretending that he needed fuch an able 
counfellor and fo faithful a friend to be always about him to advife with 
on all occafions that might happen, and that he would make him fo far a 
partaker of his fortunes by his royal bounty to him in Perfta, that he ihould 
have noreafon any more to think either of Myrcinus or Miletus. Heftiaus 
hereon feeing himfelf under aneceflity of obeying, accompanied 'Darius 
to Sufa, and appointed Ariftagoras to govern at Miletus in his abfence, 
and to him the banifhed Naxians applied for relief. As foon as Ariftago- 
ras underftood from them their cafe, he entertained a defign of improving 
this opportunity to the making of himfelf mafter of Naxus, and therefore 
t eadily promifed them all the relief and afliflance which they defired . But 
not being ftrong enough of hhnfelf to accomplifh what he intended, he 
went to Sardis, and communicated the matter to Artaphernes, telling 
him, that this was an opportunity offered for the putting of a rich and fer- 
tile ifland into the King's hands; that if he had that, all the reft of theCy- 
clades would of courfe fall under his power alfo ; and that then Eubcea, an 
ifland as big as Cyprus, lying next, would be an eafy conqueft, from whence 
he would have an open paflage into Greece, for the bringing of all that 
countrey under his obedience, and that an hundred mips would be fufEci- 
ent to accomplifh this enterprize. Artaphernes on the hearing of thepro- 
pofal was fomuch pleafed with it, that inftead of the hundred fhips which 
Ariftagoras demanded, he promifed him two hundred, provided the King 
arius 3 l'ked nere °fj an ^ accordingly on his writing to him having received his 
anfwer of approbation, he fent him the next fpring to Miletus the num- 
ber of fhips which he had promifed, under the command of Megabates, a 
noble Verftan of the Achamenian or royal family. But his commifllon be- 
ing to obey the orders of Ariftagoras, and the haughty Terftan not brook- 
ing to be under the command of an Ionian, this created adiffenfion between 
the two generals, which was carried on fo far, that Megabates to be reven- 
ged on Ariftagoras betrayed the defign to the Naxians, whereon they pro- 
vided fo fully for their defence, that after the 'Per/Fans had in the fiege of 
the chief city of the ifland fpent four months, and all their provifions, they 
were forced to retire for want wherewith there any longer to fubfift, and 
fo the whole plot mifcarried ; the blame whereof being by Megabates all 
laid upon Ariftagoras, and the falfe accufations of the one being more fa- 
vourably heard than the juft defence of the other, Artaphernes charged on 



Book I V. the Old and New Testament. 



r 57 



him all the expences of the expedition, and it was given him tounderftand, 
that they would be exafted of him to the urmoft penny ; which being more 
than he was able to pay, he forefaw that this muft end not only in the lofs 
of his government, but alfo in his utter ruine, and therefore being driven 
into extremities by the defperatenefs of his cafe, he entertained thoughts 
of rebelling again ft the King, as the only way left him for the extricating 
of himfelf out of this difficulty, and while he had this under confideration 
came a mefTage to him from Hejliaus, which advifed the fame thing. For 
Heftiaus, after feveral years continuance at the VPerJian court, being 
weary of their manners, and exceeding defirous of being again in his 
own countrey, fent this advice unto Arijlagoras, as the likelieft means to 
accomplilh his aim herein. For he concluded that if there were any com- 
buftions raifed in Ionia, he mould eafily prevail with Darius to fend him 
thither to appeafe them, as it accordingly came to pafs. Arijlagoras 
therefore finding his own inclinations backed with the order of Hef/iaus, 
communicated the matter to the chief of the Ionians, and finding them 
all ready to join with him in what he propos'd, he fixed his refolutions for 
a revolt, and immediately fet himfelf to make all manner of preparations 
to put them in execution. 

The Tyrians, after the taking of their city by Nebuchadnezzar, having 
been reduced to a ftate of fervitude, continued under the preffure of it 
full feventy years. But thefe being now expired, they were again, accor- 
ding to the "prophefy of Ifaiah, reftored to their former privileges, and 
were allowed to have a King again of their own, and accordingly had fo 
till the time of Alexander. This favour feems to have been granted them 
by Darius, in confideration of their ufefulnefs to him in his naval wars, and 
efpecially at this time, when he needed them and their Ihipping fo much 
for the reducing of the Ionians again to their obedience to him. Hereon 
they foon recovered their former profperity, and by the means of their 
traffic, whereby they had made their city the chief mart of all the eaft, 
they foon grew to that greatnefs both of power and riches, as enabled 
them onAlexander's invading the eaft to make a greater Hand againft him 
than all the Terjian empire befides. For they ftopped the progrefs of 
his whole army full feven months, before they could be reduced, as will 
be hereafter ihewn. This grant was made them by Darius in the nine- 
teenth year of his reign. . 

The next year after, Arijlagoras, to engage the Ionians the more firm- J». f o 2 . 
ly to ftick to him, p reftored them all to their liberties. For beginning ° at!us 
firft with hmfelf at Miletus, he there abolifhed his own authority, and re- 2 °' 
inflated the people in the government, and then going round Ionia forced 
all the other tyrants (as the Greeks then called them) in every city to do 
the fame ; by which having united them into one common league, and got- 
ten himfelf to be made the head of it, he openly declared his revolt from 
the King, and armed both by fea and land to make war againft him. This 
was done in the twentieth year of the reign of Darius. 

ARISTAGO R AS, to ftrengthen himfelf the more againft the Ter- An. S oi. 
Jians'm this war, which he had begun againft them, 'went in the beginning Darius 
of the following year to Laced*mon,to engage that city in his intereft, and 21 
gain their afliftance. But being there rejected he came to Athens, where 
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he had a much more favourable l-eception. For he had the good fortune 
to come thither at a time, when he found the Athenians in a thorough dif- 
pofition to clofe with any propofal againft the Terfians that lhould be of- 
fered to them, they being then in the higheft degree exafperated againft 
them on this occafion. Hippids the fon of Tififtratus tyrant of Athens, 
having been expelled thence about ten years before, after he had in vain 
tried feveral other ways for his reftoration, at length applied himfelf to 
Artaphernes at Sardis, and having there infinuated himfelf a great way 
into his favour, was well heard in all that he had to. fay againft the Athe- 
nians, and he fpared not to do all that he could to fet Artaphernes againft 
them ; which the Athenians having advice of, fent an Embafly to Sardis 
to make friendfhip with Artaphernes, and to defire him not to give ear 
to their exiles againft them. The anfwer which Artaphemes gave them, 
was, that they muft receive Hippias again if they would be fafe. Which 
haughty mefTage being brought back to Athens did fet the whole city in- 
to a rage againft the Terjians ; and in this juncture Ariftagoras coming 
thither, eafily obtained from them all that he defired, and accordingly 
they ordered a fleet of twenty fhips for his affiftance. 
An. j-oo i N the third year of the war 'the Ionians having gotten all their forces 
2a arius together, and being afllfted with twenty fhips from Athens, and five from 
Eretria, a city in the iflandof Eubcea, they failed to Ephefus, and having 
there laid up their fhips refolved on an attempt upon Sardis; and accord- 
ingly marched thither and took the place. But Sardis being built moft of 
cane, and their houfes being therefore very combuftible, one ot them be- 
ing accidentally fet on fire did fpread the flame to ah the reft, and the 
whole city was burnt down, excepting only the caftle, where Artaphernes 
retired and defended himfelf. But after this accident the 'Per/Tans and 
Lydians gathering together for their defence, and other forces coming in 
to their affiftance from the adjacent parts, the Ionians faw it was time for 
them to retreat, and therefore marched back to their mips at Ephejus 
with all the fpeed they were able ; but before they could reach the place 
they were overtaken, fought with, and overthrown with a great flaugh- 
ter. Whereon the Athenians going on board their fhips hoifted their fails 
and returned home, and would not after this be any farther concerned in 
this war, notwithftanding all the moft earneft intreaties with which they 
were follicited to it by Ariftagoras. However r their having engaged thus 
far gave rife to that war between the Terjians and xheGreeks, which be- 
ing carried on for feveral generations after between thefe two nations, 
caufed infinite calamities to both, and at laft ended in the utter deftructi-r 
on of the Terjian empire. For Darius, on his hearing of the burning of 
Sardis, and the part which the Athenians had therein, from that time re-* 
folved on a war againft Greece, and that he might be fure not to forget it, 
he caufed one of his attendants every day, when he was fet at dinner, to 
fay aloud unto him three times, Sir y remember the Athenians. In the burn- 
ing of Sardis, it hapnedthat the temple of Cybele, thegoddefs of thecoun- 
trey, took fire, and was confumed with the reft of the city, which after- 
wards ferved the Terjians for a pretence, to fet on fire all the temples of. 
the Grecians which came in their way, tho' in truth that proceeded from 
another caufe, which fhall be hereafter related. 
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O n the departure of the Athenians 1 the reft of the confederate fleet 
failed to the Hellejpont and the Tropontis, and reduced the Byzantines, 
and molt of the other Grecian cities in thofe parts under their power. 
And then failing back again, brought in the Carians to joyn with them in 
this war, and alfo the Cypriots, who all (excepting the Amathujlans) en- 
tered into the fame confederacy againft 'Darius, and revolted from him, 
which drawing upon them all the forces that the "^Per/tans had ih.Ci/itioj 
and the other neighbouring provinces, and alfo a great fleet from 'Phoe- 
nicia, the Ionians failed thither to their afliftance, and engaging theThee- 
nician fleet, gave them a great overthrow. But at the fame time the Cy- 
priots being vanquifhed in a battel at land, and the head of that confpiracy 
flain in it, the Ionians loft the whole fruit of their viftory at fea, and were 
forced to return, without having at all benefited either themfelves or their 
allies by it. For after this defeat at land the whole ifland was again reduced 
and within three years after, the fame perfons whom they had now af- 
iifted came againft them with their fliips, in conjunction with the reft of 
the Terjian fleet, to complete their utter deftruftion. 

The next year after being the twenty third of Darius, * Daurifes, Hy- An.tQ? 
mees and Otanes, three Terjian generals, and allfons-in-law of Darius by ^*" 8s 
the marriage of his daughters, having divided the Terjian forces between 
them, marched three feveral ways to attack the revolters. Daurifes with 
his army directed his courfe to the Hellejpont, but after having there re- 
duced feveral of the revolted cities, on his hearing that the Carians had 
alfo joyned the confederates, he left thofe parts, and marched with all his 
forces againft them. Whereon Hymees,v}\\o was flrft fent to the Tropon- 
tis, after having taken the city of Cius'va. Myjia, marched thence to f apply 
his ; place on the Hellejpont, where there was much more need of him, and 
there reduced all the Man coaft; but falling fick at Troas he there died 
the next year after. Artaphernes and Otanes with the third army, refol- 
ving to ftrike at the very heart of the confederacy fell. into Ionia and JEo- 
lia, where the chief of their ftrength lay, and took Clazomena in Ioniai 
and Cyma in JEolia, which was fuch a blow to the whole confederacy, 
that Ariftagoras hereon defpairing of his caufe, refolved to leave Miletus, 
and lhift elfewhere for his fafety, and therefore getting together all that 
were willing to accompany him, he went on fhipboard, and fet fail for the 
river Strymon in Thrace, and there feized on the territory of Myrcinus, 
which Darius bad formerly given to Hejiiatis, but the next year after, 
while he befieged the city, he was there flain by the Tbracia ns, and all his 
army cut in pieces. 

In the twenty fourth year of ^Darius w 7)aurijes having fallen into the An. 4 9& 
countrey of the Carians^ overthrew them in two battels with a very great Darius 
flaughter ; but in a third battel, being drawn into an ambufli, he was * 4 ' 
flain with feveral other eminent 'Perjians, and his whole army cut off and 
deftroyed. 

ARTATHERNES with Otanes, and the reft of the Terjlan gene- 497- 
rals, feeing that Miletus was the head, and chief ftrength of the Ionian 
confederacy, * refolved to bend all their force againft it, reckoning that 
if they could make themfelves mafters of this city, all the reft would fall of 
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courfe. The Ionians being informed of this, agreed in their general coun- 
cil to bring no army into the field, but provide and ftrengrhen Miletus, as 
well as they could, for a fiege, and to draw all their forces to fight the 
Terfians byfea,in which fort of fighting they thought themfelves, by rea- 
fon of their skill in maritime affairs, moft likely to prevail ; in order where- 
to they appointed Lada, a fmall ifland before Miletus,iox their rendezvous s 
and thither they came to the number of 353 flups ; at the fight of which 
the Terjians, though their fleet was double the number, fearing the event* 
came not to a battel with them, till they had, by their emhTaries fent a- 
mong them, corrupted the major part to defert thecaufe; fo that when 
they came to engage, the Samians, Lesbiansi and feveral others, hoifting 
their fails and departing home, there were not above an hundred Ihips left 
to bear the whole brunt of the day ; who being foon overborn by the num- 
ber of the enemy, were almoft all loft and deftroyed. After this Miletus 
being befieg'd both by fea and land foon fell a prey into the hands of the 
viftors, who abfolutely deftroyed the place % which hapned in the fixth 
year after the revolt of Arifiagoras. From Miletus the Terjians marched 
into Carta, and having there taken fome cities by force, and received o- 
thers by voluntary fubmiftion, in a fliort time reduced all that countrey 
again under their former yoke. The Milejians, who were faved from the 
fword in the taking of the city, being fent captives to Darius to Suja, he 
did them no farther harm, but fent them to inhabit the city of Ampha^ 
which was fituatedat the mouth of the Tigris* where in conjunction with 
the Euphrates it falls into the Terjian gulph, not far from the place where; 
now the city Bal/bra ftands, and there they continued a Grecian colony 
for many ages after. 

a». .4S><5. After, the taking of Miletus the Terjian fleet* which moftly cdnfifted , 
Danus Q f <phfenicians, Cyf riots and Egyptians, having wintered on the coafts 
thereabout, y the next year took in Samos, Chins, Lesbus, and the reft of 
the iflands. And while they were thus employed at fea, the armies at land 
fell on the cities of the continent* and having brought them all again un- 
der their power, they treated them as they had afore threatned, that is, 
they made all the beautifulleft of their youths eunuchs, fent all their virgins 
into Terjiai and burnt all their cities with their temples ; into fo grievous 
a calamity were they brought by this revolt* which the felf-defigris of one 
enterprifing bufy-headed man, Heftiaus the Milejidn, led them into, and 
he himfelf had his lhare in it. For this very year being taken prifoner by 
the Terjiansi he was carried to Sardis* and there crucified by the order of 
Artaphernes; He haftned his execution, without confulting Darius about 
it, left his kindnefs for him might extend to the granting him his pardon,- 
and thereby a dangerous enemy to the Terjians be again let loofe to em- 
barafs their affairs. And that it would have fo hapned,- as they conje- 
ctured, did afterwards appear* For when his head was brought to Da* 
rius, he exprefled great difpleafUre againft the authors of his death, and 
caufed his head to be honourably buried, as the remains of a man that had 
much merited from him. How he was the caufe of the Ionian war, and 
what was his aim herein* hath been above related. On the breaking out 
of. that revolt, and the burning oi Sardis, ' Darius underftanding that 
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Ariftagoras, the deputy of Heftiaus, was at the head of it, doubted not 
but that Heftiaus himfelf was at the bottom of the whole contrivance, and 
therefore fentfor him, and charged him with it ; but he managed the mat- 
ter fo craftily with Darius, as to make him believe not only that he was 
innocent, but that the whole caufe of this revolt was, that he was not there 
to have hindered it. For he told him, that the matter appeared plainly to 
have been long a brewing, and that they had waited only for his abfence 
to put it in execution ; and that if he had continued at Miletus it could 
never have hapned ; and that the only way to reftore his affairs in thofe 
parts, was to fend him thither to appeafe thefe combuftions ; which he 
promifed not only to do, but to deliver Ariftagoras into his hands, and 
make the great ifland of Sardinia to become tributary to him ; fwearing 
that if he were fent on this voyage, he would not change his garments till 
all were effe&ed that he had faid. By which fair fpeech Darius being 
deceived, ' gave him permiffion to return into Ionia. On his arrival at Sar- 
dis his bufy head fet him at work to contrive a plot againil the government 
there, and he had drawn feveral of the Terjians into it. But in fome dif- 
courfe which he had with Artaphernes, finding that he was no Granger to 
the part which he had afted in the Ionian revolt, he thought it not fafe 
for him any longer to tarry at Sardis, and therefore the next night after, 
getting privately away, he fled to the fea coaft, and got over to the ifland 
of Chins. But the Chians, miftrufting that his coming thither was toacl 
fome part for the intereft of Darius among them, feized on his perfon, 
and put him in prifon ; but afterwards, being fatisfied how he was engaged 
to the contrary, they fet him again at liberty. Hereon he fent one, whom 
he had confidence in, with letters to Sardis, to thofe Terjlans whom he 
had corrupted while he was there ; but the perfon whom he trufted de- 
ceiving him, delivered the letters to Artaphernes, whereby the plot being 
difcovered, and all the perfons concerned in it put to death, he failed of 
this defign. But thinking ftill he could do great matters, were he at the 
head of Has. Ionian league, in order to the gaining of this point, he got the 
Chians to convey him to Miletus. But the Mileftans having had their li- 
berty reftored to them by Ariftagoras would by no means run the hazard 
of lofing it again by receiving him into the city, whereon endeavouring in 
the night to enter by force, he was repulfed and wounded, and thereby 
forced to return again to Chius. While he was there, being asked the 
reafon, why he fo earneftly prefled Ariftagoras to revolt, and thereby 
brought fo great a calamity upon Ionia, he told them, it was becaufe the 
King had refolvedto remove the Ionians into Thoenicia, and to bring the 
^Phoenicians into Ionia, and give them that countrey; which was wholly a 
fiftion of his own devifing. For Darius had never any fuch intention - 
but it very well ferved his purpofe, firft to excufe himfelf, and next to ex- 
cite the Ionians with the greater firmnefs and vigour to profecute the war 
which accordingly had its effecl. For the Ionians hearing that their coun- 
trey was to be taken from them and given to the Thcenicians, were ex- 
ceedingly alarmed at it, and therefore refolved with the utmofl: of their 
power to Hand to their defence. However, Heftiaus finding the Chians 
not any way inclined to truft him with any of their naval forces, as he de- 
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fired of them, he pafled over to the ifle of Lesbus, and having there gain- 
ed eight fliips he failed with them to Byzantium, where making prize of 
all the fliips that paifed the Bdjphorus, either to or from the Euxine fea, 
excepting only fuch as belonged to thofe who were confederated with 
him, he did there in a more time grow to a great power. But on his 
hearing of the taking of Miletus, he left the conduct of his affairs in thofe 
parts to a deputy, and failed to Chins, and after fome little oppofition at 
his firft landing made himfelf matter of the ifland, the Chians by reafonof 
the lofs they had lately fuftained in the fea-fight againit the Terjians at La- 
da being too weak at that time to refill him. From thence he failed with 
a great army of Ioniaus and AiLolians to Thajus, an ifland on the Thracian 
eoaft, and laid fiege to the chief city of that ifland, but hearing that the 
Thcenician fleet in the fervice of the Terfians was failed to take in the 
iflands on the AJian coafl, he raifed the fiege, and failed back to Lesbus 
with all his forces to defend that place, from whence pafling over into the 
continent, which was oppofite to it, to plunder the countrey, Harpagus, 
one of the Terjian generals, who hapned then to be there with a great ar- 
my, fell upon him, and having routed his Forces, and taken him prifoner, 
fent him 10 Sardis, where he met with the fate which I have mentioned. 
He was a man of the belt head, and the moft enterprizing genius of any 
of his age, but he having wholly employed thefe abilities to lay plots and 
defigns, which produced great mifchiefs in the world, for the obtaining of 
little aims of his own, it hapned to him as it doth moft an end to fuch re- 
fined politicians, who while they are fpinning fine webs of politicks for 
the bringing about of their felf defigns, often find them to become fnares 
to their own deftruction. For the providence of the wifeft of menbeing 
too fliort to over-reach the providence of God, he often permits fuch 
Achitophels, for the. punifhment of their prefumption, as well as their 
malice, to perifti by their own devices. And fo it hapned to Machiavel, 
the famous mafter of our modern politicians, who after ail his politicks 
died in jail for want of bread. And thus may it happen to all elfe, who 
make any other maxims than thofe of truth and juftice to be the rules of 
their politicks. 

^»-49f. After the Thaenician fleet had fubdued all the iflands on the AJian 
f arius coaft, Artaphernes h tent them to reduce the Hellejpont, that is, all its 
coafts on the European fide, for thofe on the AJian had been already brought 
under by the armies at land ; which Miltiades, prince of the Thracian Cher- 
fonejits, having advice of, and that the fleet was come as far as Tenedos to 
put thefe orders in execution, he thought not fit to tarry their arrival, as 
being too weak to refill fo great a power, but immediately carried all that 
he had on board five fliips, and fet fail with them for Athens. But in his 
paflage one of them, commanded by Metiochushh eldeft fon, was taken by 
theThceniciatis, and Met iochus was carried to Darius to Suja; but inftead 
of doing him any hurt, he generoufly gave him an houfe, and lands alfo 
for his maintenance, and married him to a Terjian lady, with whom he 
there lived in an honourable ftate all his life after, and never more return- 
ed into Greece. In the interim Miltiades, with his other four fliips, got 
fafe to Athens, and there again fettled himfelf. For he was a citizen of 
that city, and of one of the moft honourable families in it. Miltiades, his 
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father Cimons elder brother by the fame mother (for they had different fa- 
thers) was the firft of the Athenians that fettled in the Thracian Cherfo- 
nefus, being called thither by the "Dolouces, the inhabitants of the countrey* 
to be their prince, who dying without iflue left his principality to Stefa- 
goras his nephew, the eldeft Ion of his brother Cimon, and he dying alfo 
without children, the fons of Tififtratus, who then govern'd at Athens, 
feflt this Miltiades his brother thither to fucceed him, where he arrived 
and fettled himfelf in that year in which 'Darius entred on his war againft 
the Scythians, in which expedition he accompanied him with his fhips to 
the Danube, as hath been above faid. Three years after he was driven out 
by the Scythians, but being afterwards brought back, and reftored again 
by the IDolonces, he continued there till this time, and then was finally dif- 
poffefs'd by the Thcenicians. While he lived in the Cher fine fus, he mar- 
ried for his fecond wife Hegefifyla the daughter of Olorus, a Thracian 
King in the neighbourhood, by whom c he had Cimon, the famous general 
of the Athenians. After the death of Miltiades fhe had by a fecond huf- 
band a fon called alfo Olorus, by the name of his grandfather, who was 
the father of Thucydides the hiftorian. She could not have had them both 
by the fame husband, for Cymon, and Thucydides, and confequently Olo* 
rus, were of two different tribes, and therefore they could not be both 
defcended from Miltiades. 

DARI'VS recalling all his other generals d fent Mardonius, the fon of Dariu' 4 " 
Gobrias, a young Terfian nobleman, who had lately married one of his 28. 
daughters, to be the chief commander in all the maritime parts of AJta^ 
with orders to invade Greece, and revenge him on the Athenians and Ere^ 
trians for the burning of Sardis. On his arrival at the Hellefpont, all his 
forces being there rendezvoufed for the execution of thefe orders, he 
marched with his land forces through Thrac e into Macedonia, ordering his 
fleet firft to take in Thafus, and then follow after him, and coaftit by fea, 
as he marched by land, that each might be at hand to acf in concert with 
each other, for the profecuting of the end propofed by this war. On his 
arrival in Macedonia, all that countrey dreading fo great a power fub- 
mitted to him. But the fleet, after they they had fubdued Thafits, as they 
were pafling farther on towards the coafts of Macedonia, on their doubling 
of the cape of mount Athos, now called Capo Santo, met there with a ter- 
rible ftorm, which deftroyed three hundred of their mips, and above twen- 
ty thoufand of their men. And at the fame time Mardonius fell into no 
lefs a misfortune by land ; for lying with his army in an encampment not 
fufficiently fecured, the Thracians took the advantage of it, and falling on 
him in the night broke into his camp, and flew a great number of his men, 
and wounded Mardonius himfelf, by which lofles being difabled for any 
farther adtion either by fea or land, he was forced to march back again 
into Afia, without gaining any honour or advantage, either to himfelf, or 
the King's affairs, by this expedition. 

DARJV S, before he would make any farther attempt upon the Gre- 493- 
cians, * to make tryal which of them would fubmit to him, and which ^ nut 
would not, fent heralds to all their cities to demand earth and water, which 
was the form whereby the Terfians ufed to require the fubmiffion of thofe 
whom they would have yield to them. On the arrival of thefe heralds fe- 
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vcral of the Grecian cities dreading the power of the Terfians did as was 
required of them. But when thole who were fent to Athens and Lacedx- 
mou came thither with this commillion, they flung them, the one into a 
well, and the other into a deep pit, and bid them fetch earth and water 
thence. But this being done in the heat of their rage, they repented of 
it when come to a cooler temper. For thus to put heralds to death 
was a violation of the law of nations, for which they were afterwards con- 
demned even by themfelves, as well as all their neighbours, and would 
gladly have made any fatisfadion for the wrong that would have been ac- 
cepted of, and the Lacedemonians fent a perfon of purpofe to Sufa to 
make an offer hereof. 
a«. 4 c,2. DARIVS, on the hearing of the ill fuccefs of Mardonius, fufpefting 
Darius t ^ e f ur ficiency of his conduct, 'recalled him from his command, and fent 
°"" two other generals in his ftead to profecute the war againft the Grecians, 
Datis & Median, and Art aphernes a Terjian, the fon of that Artaphemes 
his brother who was lately governor of Sardis, and gave them particularly 
in charge not to fail of executing his revenge on the Athenians, and the 
Eretrians, whom he could never forgive for the part which they had in the 
burning of Sardis. On their arrival on the coafts of Ionia they there drew 
together an army of three hundred thoufand men, and a fleet of fix hun- 
dred jfliips, and made the beft preparations they could for this expedition 
againft. the Grecians. 
A». 491. In the beginning of the next fpring, B the two Terjian generals having 
Darius jfaipp'd. their army, rendezvoufed their whole fleet at Samos, and from 
3l ' thence failed to Naxus, and having there burned the chief city of the 
ifland, and all their temples, and taken in all the other iflands in thofefeas, 
they lhap'd their courfe directly for Eretria, and after a fiege of feven 
days took the city by the treachery of fome of its chief inhabitants, and 
burnt it to the ground, making all that they found in it captives. And 
then palling over into Attica they were led by the guidance of H ippias, 
the late tyrant of Athens, into the plain of Marathon, where being met 
and fought with by ten thoufand Atheniajis, and one thoufand 'Plateaus, 
under the leading of Miltiades, thac was lately prince of the Thracian Cher- 
fonefus, they were there overthrown by this fmall number with a great 
flaughter, and forced to retreat to their Ihips, and fail back again into AJia. 
with baffle and difgrace, having loft in this expedition, h faith Trogus, by 
the fwordjlhipwrack, and other ways, two hundred thoufand men. But 
'' Herodotus tells us, they were no more than fix thoufand four hundred that 
were flain in the field of battel, of which Hippias was one, who was the 
chief exciter and conductor of this war. 

DAT IS and Art aphernes, on their return into AJia, k that they might 
Ihewfome fruit of this expedition, fent the Eretrians they had taken to 
Darius to Sufa, who without doing them any farther harm fent them to 
dwell in a village of the region of Ciffia, which was at the dillance of a- 
bout a days journey from Sufa, 1 where Apollonius Tyaneus found their de- 
pendents ftill remaining a great many ages after. 
yj».49o. DARIDS, m on his hearing of the unfuccefsful return of his forces 
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from Attica, inftead of being difcouraged by that, or the other difafters 
that had hapned unto him in his attempts upon the Grecians, added the de- 
feat of Marathon to the burning of Sardis 3 as a new caufe to excite him 
with the greater vigor to carry on the war againft them. And therefore 
refolvingin perfon to make aninvafionupon them with all his power, he fent 
orders thro' all the provinces to arm the whole empire for it. But after three 
years had been fpent in making thefe preparations, a new war broke out in the 
fourthjby the revolt of the 'Egyptians. But Darius's heart was fo earneftly 4?' - 
fet againft the Grecians, that refolving his new rebels ihould not divert him P iU ' iUi 
from executing his wrath upon his old enemies, he determined to make war ^ 
againft them both at the fame time, and that, while part of his forces were 
fent to reduce Egypt, he would in perfon with the reft fall upon Greece. 
But he being now an old man, and there being a controverfy between two 
of his fons, to which of them two the fucceflion did belong, it was thought 
convenient that the matter mould be determined before he did fet out on 
this expedition, left otherwife on his death it might caufe a civil war in the 
empire. For the preventing of which, it was an ancient ufage among the 
cperjiansi that before their King went out to any dangerous war his fuccef- 
for mould be declared. The matter in difpute " ftood thus : T>arius had 
three fons by his firft wife, the daughter of Gobrias, all born before his 
advancement to the throne, and four others by Atojfa, the daughter of Gy- 
rus, who were all born after it. Of the firft Artabafanes (who is by fome 
called Artemines and by others Ariamenes) was the eldeft, and of the lat- 
ter Xerxes. Artabafanes urged that he was the eldeft fon, and therefore, 
according to the ufage and cuftom of all nations, he ought to be preferred 
in the fucceflion before the younger. To this Xerxes replied, that he was 
the fon of. Dariusby Atoffa, the daughter of Cyrus, who was the firft foun- 
der of the Terjian empire, and therefore claimed in her right to fucceed 
his father in it, and that it was much more agreeable to juttice, that the 
crown of Cyrus mould come to a defcendent of Cyrus, than to one who 
was not; And he farther added, that it was true, Artabafanes was the 
eldeft fon of Darius, but that he was the eldeft fon of the King. For Ar- 
tabafanes was born while his father was only a private perfon, and there* 
fore by that primogeniture could claim no more than to be heir to his pri- 
vate fortunes ; but as to him, he was the firft-born after his father was 
King, and therefore had the beft right to fucceed him in the kingdom. 
And for this he had an inftance from the Lacedamonians, with whom it 
was the ufage, that the fons of their Kings, who were born after their ad- 
vancement to the throne, mould fucceed before thofe who were born be- 
fore it. And this laft argument he was helped to by Damarattis, formerly 
King of Lacedamon, who having been unjuftly depofed by his fubjedrs, was; 
then ah exile in the Terfian court. Hereupon Xerxes was declared the 
iucceflbr, tho'not fo much by theftrength of his plea, as by the influence 
which his mother Atojfa had over the inclinations of DaritiSi who was ab- 
folutely governed in this matter by the authority fhe had with him. That 
which was moft remarkable in this conteft was, the friendly and amicable 
manner with which it was managed. For during the whole time that it 
lafted, all the marks of a moft entire fraternal affection patted between 
the two brothers. And when it was decided* as the one did riot infult^ 
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fo neither did the other repine or exprefs any anger or difcontent on the 
judgment given, and although the elder brother loft the caiife, yet he 
chenrfully fubmitted to the determination, wiflied his brother joy, and 
without diminiming his friendfhip or affection to him, ever after adhered 
to his intereft, and at laft died in his fervice, being flain fighting for him 
in the Grecian war, which is an example very rarely to be met with, where 
fo great a prize is at flake, as that of a crown ; the ambitious defire of 
which is ufually of that force with the molt of mankind, as to make them 
break through all other confiderations whatfoever, where there is any the 
leaft pretence to it, to reach the attainment. 
,<?v..tS6. After the fucceflion was thus fettled, and all were ready to fet out 
jD.mus boj-h f or t i ie Egyptian, as well as the Grecian war, ° "Darius fell fick and 
died in the fecond year after the Egyptian revolt, having then reigned 
p fix and thirty years, and Xerxes^ according to the late determination, 
quietly fucceeded in the throne. There are writers' who place this de- 
termination after the death of Darius, and fay that it was fettled by the 
judgment of Artabanus, unkle to the two contending princes, who was 
made the arbitrator between them in this conteft. But Herodotus, who 
lived the neareft thofe times of all that have written of it, pofitively tells 
us, that it was decided by Darius himfelf a little before his death. And 
his decifion being that which was molt likely to have the greateft authori- 
ty in this matter, Herodotus's account of it feemeth the much more pro- 
bable of the two. 

DAR IV S was a prince of wifdom, clemency and juftice, and hath the 
honour ' to have his name recorded in holy writ for a favourer of God's 
people, a reftorer of his temple ztjerujalem, and a promoter of his wor- 
ihip therein ; For all which God was pleafed to make him his inibrument, 
and in refpect hereof, I doubt not, it was, that he blefled him with a nu- 
merous iffue, a long reign, and great prosperity. For although he were 
not altogether fo fortunate in his wars againft the Scythians, and the Gre- 
cians, yet every where elfe he had full fuccefs in all his undertakings, and 
not only reftored and thoroughly fettled the empire of Cyrus, after it had 
been much fliaken by Cambyfes and the Magian, but alfo added many large 
and rich provinces to it, efpecially thofe of India, Thrace, Macedon, and 
the ifles of the Ionian fea. 

The Jews r have a tradition, that in the laft year of Darius died the 
prophets Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, and that thereon ceafed the fpi- 
rit of propheiy from among the children of IJrael, and that this was the 
obfignation or fealing up of vifion and prophefy fpoken of by the prophet 
' Daniel. And from the fame tradition they tell us, that the kingdom of 
the Terjlans ceafed alfo the fame year. For they will have it, that this was the 
Darius whom Alexander conquered, and that the whole continuance of 
the Terjian empire was only fifty two years, which they reckon thus. Da- 
rius the Median reigned one year, Cyrus three years, Cambyfes (who they 
fay was the Ahafuerus who married EJiherJ fixteen years, and Darius 
(whom they will have to be thefon of EJiherJ thirty two years. And this 



° Herod. lib. 7. p Ptolem. in Canone, Africanus, Eufeb. £sV. 1 Juftin. lib. 2. c. 10. 
Plutarchus •nasi tptKaf'^piaf. ' Ezra v. and in the propbefies of Haggai and Zechariah. 

f Abraham Zacutus in Juchafin. David Ganz in Zemach David. Seder Olam Zuta, &c. 

"■ Dan. ix. 24. 

kft 



Book IV. the Oed and New Testament. 



i6 7 



laft 'Darius, according to them, was the Artaxerxes, who fent Ezra and 
Nehemiah to Jerufalem to reftore the itate of the Jews. For they tell us, 
that Artaxerxes among the Terfiaus was the common name of their Kings, 
as that of 'Pharaoh was among the Egyptians. This lhews how ill they 
have been acquainted with the affairs of the Terfiau empire. And their 
countreyman Jofcfhus, in theaccount which he gives of thofe times, feems 
to have been but very little better informed concerning them. 

I n the time of his reign firit appeared in Perfia the famous prophet of 
the Magians, whom the Terfiaus call Zerdujht, or Zaratujh, and the Greeks 
Zoroafires. The Greek and Latin writers much differ about him, fome 
of them " will have it, that he lived many ages before, and was King of 
Baffria; and others, that there were " feveral of the name, who lived in 
feveral ages, all famous in the fame kind. But the oriental writers, who 
Ihould belt know, "all unanimoufly agree, that there was but one Zerdujkti 
ox Zoroafires, and that the time in which he flourished, was while 'Darius 
Hyfiafpis was King ofTerfia. It is certain he was no King, but one born 
of mean and obfcure parentage, who did raife himfelf wholly by his craft . 
in carrying on that impoiture, with which he deceived the world. They 
who place him fo high as the time of Kinus, by whom, they fay, he was 
flainin battel, follow the authority of Juftin for it. But y< Diodorus ■ Sicu- 
lus out of Ctefias tells us, that the King of Battria, with whom Ninas had 
war, was called Oxyartes ; and_thereare fome ancient manufcripts of Ju- 
flin, l in which it is read Oxyatres, and perchance that was the genuine 
reading, and Zoroafires came into the text inftead of it by the error of the 
copier, led thereto perchance by a note in the margin placed there by 
fome critic, who from the character of theperfon took upon him to alter • 
the name. For he is there faid, Artes Magicas primo iuvettiffe, i. e. Thdt 
he was the firfi iwventer of Magianifme, which Zoroafires only was gene- 
rally taken to be, though in truth he was not the founder of that feci, but 
only the reflorer and reformer of it, as fliall be hereafter fliewn. 

He was the greateft impoflor, except Mahomet, that ever appeared in 
the world, and had all the craft and enterprizing boldnefs of that Arab, 
but much more knowledge. For he was excellently skill 'd in all the learn- 
ing of the eaft that was in his time ; whereas the other could neither write 
nor read ; and particularly he was thoroughly verfed in the Jewijh religi- 
on, and in all the facred writings of the old teftament that were then ex- 
tant, which makes it mofllikely, that he was as to his origine a Jew. And 
it is generally faid of him, that he had been a fervant to one of the pro- 
phets of Ifrael, and that it was by this means, that he came to be fo well 
skill'd in the holy fcriptures, and all other Jewijh knowledge, which is a 
farther proof that he was of that people, it not being likely, that a pro- 
phet of Ifrael fliould entertain him as a fervant, or inftruct him as a dif- 
ciple, if he were not of the fame feed of Ifrael, as well as of the fame 
religion with him; and that efpecially fince it was the ufage of that peo- 
ple by principle of religion, as well as by long received cuftom among them, 
to feparate themfelves from all other nations, as far as they were able. And 
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it is farther to be taken notice of, that moft of thofe who fpeak of his 
original, * fay that he was of Tale/tine, within which countrey the land of 
Judea was. And all this put together amounts with me to a convincing 
proof, that he was firft a Jew, and that by birth, as well as religion, before 
he took upon him to be prophet of the Magian feci. 

The prophet of IJraelto whom he was afervant, fome b fay was Elias, 
and c others Ezra ; but as the former was too early, fo the other was too 
late for the time in which he lived ; with this beft agreeth what is faid by 
a third fort of writers, d that it was one of the difciples of Jeremiah with 
whom he ferved, and if fo, it moft have been either Ezekiel or Daniel. 
For befxdes thefe two, there was no other prophet of IJrael'm thofe times, 
who could have been of the difciples of Jeremiah. And as "Daniel was 
of age fufficient at his carrying away to Babylon (he having been then 
about eighteen years old) to have been fometimes before under the difci- 
pline and tutorage of that prophet, fo having continued till about the end 
of the reign of Cyrus, he lived long enough to have been contemporary 
with this impoftor, which cannot be faid of Ezekiel. For we hear nothing 
more of him after the twenty feventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin, 
which was the year next after the taking of Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar. 
And therefore it is moft likely, that he lived not much beyond that time. 
It mult therefore be Daniel under whom this impoftor ferved ; and be- 
fides him, there was not any other mafter in thofe times, under whom he 
could acquire all that knowledge both in things facred and prophane, which 
he was fo well furnifhed with. And no doubt his feeing that great, good, 
and wife man, arrive to fuch an height and dignity in the empire, by be- 
ing a true prophet of God, was that which did fet this crafty wretch up- 
on the defign of being a falfe one, hoping that by afting this part well he 
might obtain the fame advancement, and by pretending to that, which the 
other really was, arrive to the like honour and greatnefs ; and it muft be 
faid, that by his craft and dexterity in managing this pretence, he wonder- 
fully fucceeded in what he aimed at. It is faid, that while he ferved the 
prophet under whom he was bred, he did by ibme evil aftion c draw on 
him his curfe, and that thereon he was fmitten with leprofy. But they, 
who tell us this, feem to be fuch, who finding Eliah faid to be his mafter, 
miftook Elifha for Eliah, and therefore thought Gehazi to have been the 
perfon. 

He did not found a new religion, as his fucceflor in impofture Maho- 
met did, but f only took upon him to revive and reform an old one, that 
of the Magians, which had been for many ages paft the ancient national 
religion of the Medes as well as of the Ter/ians. For it having fall'n un- 
der difgrace on the death of thofe ringleaders of that fed:, who had ufur- 
ped the fovereignty after the death of Cambyfes, and the ilaughter which 
was then made of all the chief men among them, it funk fo low, that it 
became almoft extinft, and Sabianifme every where prevail'd againft it, 
Darius and moft of his followers on that occafion going over to it. But 
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the affection which the people had for the religion of their forefathers, and 
which they had been all brought up in* not being eafily to be rooted out, 
Zoroajires faw, that the revival of this was the beft game of impofture that 
he could then play, and having fo good an old ftook to graft upon, he did 
with the greater eafe make all his new fcions to grow* which he inferted 
into if* 

He firft 6 made his appearance in Media, now called Aderbijdn, in the 
city of Xiz, fay fome ; in that of Ecbatana, now Tauris, fay others. For 
Smerdis having been of that province, it is moft likely that the feet which 
he was of had ftill there its beft rooting. And therefore the impoftor 
thought he might in thofe parts, with the beft fuccefs, attempt the revi- 
val of. it. And his firft appearing here is that, which I fuppofe hath gi- 
ven fome the handle to afTert, that this was the countrey in which he 
was born. 

The chief reformation which he made in the Magian religion h was iri 
the firft principle of it. For whereas before they had held the being of 
two firft caufes, the firft Light, or the good God, who was the author of 
all good; and the other darknefs, or the evil god, who was the author of 
all evil ; and that of the mixture of thefe two, as they were in a continual 
ftruggle with each other, all things were made, he introduced a principle 
fuperior to them both, one fupreme God, who created both light and 
darknefs, and out of thefe two, according to the alone pleafure of his owri 
will, made all things elfe that are, according to what is faid in the xlv* chap- 
ter of Ifaiah, Ver. j*, 6, 7. Iam the Lord, and there is none elfe ; there is no 
God bejides me ; I girded thee, though thou haft not known me, that they 
may know from the rijing of the fun, and from the weft, that there is none 
bejides me-. I am the Lord* and there is n07te elfe. I form the light and 
create darknefs, I make peace and create evil. I the Lord do all theje 
things. For thefe words being directed to Cyrus King of Terfia, muft 
be underftood as fpoken in reference to the Terjian fed of the Magiansi 
who then held light and darknefs, or good and evil, to be the fupreme be- 
i ngs, without acknowledging the great God, who is fuperior to both. And, 
I doubt not, it was from hence that Zoroaftres had the hint of mending 
this great abfurdity in their theology. But to avoid making God the au- 
thor of evil, his doctrine was> 'that God originally or directly created only 
light] or good, and that darknefs or evil followed it by confequence, as the 
fhadow doth the perfon ; that light or good had only a real production 
from God, and the other afterwards refulted from it, as the defect thereof. 
In fum, his doctrine, as to this particular, was, k that there was one fupreme' 
Being, independent and felf-exifting from all eternity. That 'under him 
there were two angels, one the angel of light* who is the author and di- 
rector of all good ; and the other the angel of darknefs, who is the author 
and director of all evil; and that thefe two out of the mixture of light and 
darknefs made all things that are ; that they are in a perpetual ftruggle! 
with each other ; and that where the angel of light prevails, there the moft: 
is good* and where the angel of darknefs prevails, there the moft is evil; 
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that this ftruggle lhall continue to the end of the world : that '" then there 
lhall be a general refurreclion, and °a day of judgment, wherein jull re- 
tribution ihall be rendred to all according to their works. After which 
* the angel of darknefs and his difciples lhall go into a world of their own, 
where they lhall fufFer in everlafiing darknefs the punilhments of their evil 
deeds. And the angel of light and his difciples lhall alfo go into a world 
of their own, where they lhall receive in everlalling light the reward due 
unto their good deeds, and that after this they lhall remain feparated for 
ever, and light and darknefs be no more mixed together to all eternity. 
And p all this the remainder of that iccf which is now in Terjia and India. 
do without any variation after fo many ages .{fill hold even to this day. 
And how confonant this is to the truth is plain enough to be underftood 
without a comment. And whereas he taught, that God originally created 
the good angel only, and that the other followed only by the defedr of 
good, this plainly lhews, that he was not unacquainted with the revolt of 
the fallen angels, and the entrance of evil into the world that way, but 
had been thoroughly inltrudled, how that God at firfr. created all his an- 
gels good, as he alfo did man, and that they that are now evil, became 
i'uch wholly through their own fault in falling from the flate which God 
fait placed them in. All which plainly lhews the author of this dd&rine 
to have been well verfed in the facred writings of the J^i/fc' religion* 
out of which it manifestly appears to have been all taken, only the crafty 
impollor took care to drefs it up in fuch a ftyle and form, as would make 
it bell agree with that old religion of the Medes and (Perjians, which he 
grafted it upon. 

, Another reformation which he made in the Magiau religion, was* 
i that he caufed fire-tempies to be built wherever he came. For whereas 
hitherto they had erefted. their altars, on which their facred fire was kept, 
on the tops of hills, and on high places in the open air, and the re perform- 
ed all the offices of their religious worlhip, where often by rain, tem- 
pefls and florms, the facred fire was extinguilhed, and the holy offices of 
their religion interrupted and difturbed, for the preventing of this he di- 
rected, that wherever any of thofe altars were erefled, temples fhould be 
built over them, that fo the facred fires might be the better preferved, 
and the publick offices of their religion the better performed before 
them. For all the parts of their pubfick worlhip were performed be- 
fore thefe publick facred fires, as all their private devotions were before 
private fires in their own houfes; not that they worihipped the fire (for 
this they always difowned) but Gpd in the fire. For r Zoroafires, .among 
other his irapoflures, having feigned, that he was taken up into heaven, 
there to be inftrucfed in thofe doctrines which he w^s to deliver unto menj 
he pretended not (ins Mahomet after did) there to have feen God, but on- 
ly to have heard him fpeaking to him out of the midfl: of a great and moft 
bright flame of fire ; and therefore taught his followers, that fire was the 
truefl Shecinah of the divine prefence ; that the fun being the perfeefeft 
fire, God had there r the throne of his glory, and the refidence of his di- 
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Vine prefence, in a more excellent manner than any where elfe, and next 
that in the elementary fire with us ; and for this feafon he ordered theni 
full to direift all their worfliip to God firfl towards the fun, (which they 
called MithraJ and next towards their facred fires, as being the things in 
which God chiefly dwelt, and their ordinary way of worfliip was to do fo 
towards both. For when they came before thefe fires to worfhip, they al- 
ways approached them on the weft fide, that having their faces towards 
them, and alfo towards the rifing fun at the fame time, they might direct 
their worfhip towards both. And in this pofture they always performed 
every, aft of their worfliip. But this was not a new inftitution of his. For 
thus to worfhip before fire and the fun, was, as hath been faid, the ancient 
ufage of that feft, and according hereto is it, that we are to underftand 
what wefind in the fixteenth verfe of the eighth chapter of Ezekiel, where 
it is related, that the prophet being carried in a vifion to Jerufalem to fed 
the abominations of that place, among other impieties, had there fhewn 
him about five and twenty men Jlanding between the fordh and the altar* 
'with their backs towards the temple of the lord, and their faces towards 
the eaft, and they worjbipped the Jitn. The meaning of which is, that they 
had turned their backs upon the true worfhip of God, and had gone over 1 
to that of the Magidns. For the holy of holies (in which was the Shecinah 
of the divine prefence refting over the mercy feat) being on the weftern end 
of the temple at Jerufalem, all that entered thither to worfhip God, did it 
with their faces turned that way. For that was their ' Kebla, or the point 
towards which they always directed their worfhip. But the Kebla of the 
Magians being the rifing fun, they always wbrfhipped with their faces turn- 
ed that way, that is, towards the eaft. And therefore thefe five and twen- 
ty men by altering their Kebla, are fhewri to have altered their religion, 
and inftead of worfhipping God according to the Jewtjh religion, to have 
gone over to the religion and worfhip of the Magidns. 

ZOR OAS T RES having thus retained in his reformation of Magia- 
Tiijm the ancient ufage of that feci: in worfhipping God" before fire, to give 
the facred fires in the temples, Which he had erefted, the greater venera- 
tion, he pretended, that when he was in heaven, and there heard God 
fpeaking to him out of the midft of fire, he 'brought thence fome of that 
fire with him on his return, and placed it on the altar of the firftfire-tem- 
ple that he erefted, (which was that v at Xiz in Media) from whence they 
fay it was propagated to all the reft. And this is the reafon which is given 
for their fo careful keeping of it. w For their priefts watch it day and 
night, and never x fufFer it to go out, or be extinguifhed. And for the 
fame reafbh alfo they did treat it with that fuperftition, that they fed it 
only with y wood ftripped of its bark, and of that fort which they thought 
moft clean, and they never ' did blow it either with bellows or with their 
breath, for fear of polluting it, and to do this either of thofe ways, or to 
eaft any unclean thing into it, was no Iefs than death by the law of the land, 
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as long as thofe of that fecf reigned in it, which from the time of Zoroaftres 
to the death of Tazdejerd, the laft Terfian King of the Magian religion, 
was about eleven hundred and fifty years ; yea, it went fo far, 2 that the 
priefts themfelves never approached this fire but with a cloth over their 
mouths, that they might not breath thereon, and this they did, not only 
when they tended the fire to lay more wood thereon, or do any other fer- 
vice about it, but alfo when they approached it to read the daily offices 
of their liturgy before it. So that they mumbled over their prayers rather 
than fpoke them, in the fame manner as the Topjb priefts do their mattes* 
without letting the people prefent articulately hear one word of what they 
faid, and if they ihould hear them, they would now as badly underftand 
them. For all their public prayers are even to this day in the old <PerJian 
language, in which Zoroaftres firft compofed them above two thoufand 
two hundred years fince, of which the common people do not now un- 
derftand one word. And in this abfurdity alfo have they the Romanifts 
partakers with them. When Zoroaftres compofed his liturgy, the old 
Terjic was then indeed the vulgar language of all thofe countries where 
this liturgy was ufed. And fo was the Latin throughout all the weftern 
empire, when the Latin fervice was firft ufed therein. But when the lan- 
guage changed, they would not confider that the change, which was made 
thereby, in the reafon of the thing did require that a change mould be 
made in their liturgy alfo, but retained it the fame, after it ceafed to be 
underftood as it was before. So it was the fuperftitious folly of adhering 
to old eftablifhments againft reafon, that produced this abfurdity in both 
of them ; though it muft be acknowledged, that the Magians have more 
to fay for themfelves in this matter than the Romanifts. For they are 
taught, that their liturgy was brought them from heaven, which the 
others do not believe of theirs, tho' they ftick to it as if it were. And if 
that ftiffnefs of humour, which is now among too many of us againft alter- 
ing any thing in our liturgy, Ihould continue, it muft at laft bring us to 
the fame pafs.- For all languages being influxu, they do in every age al- 
ter from what they were in the former, and therefore as we do not now 
underftand the Englijb, which was here fpoken by our anceftors three or 
four hundred years ago, fo in all likelihood will not our pofterity three or 
four hundred years hence, underftand that which is now fpoken by us. 
And therefore Ihould our liturgy be ftill continued without any change or 
alteration* it will then be as much in an unknown language, as now the 
Roman fervice is to the vulgar of that communion. 

But to return to the reformations of Zoroaftres ; How much he fol- 
lowed the Jewijb platform in the framing of them, doth manifeftly appear 
from the particulars I have mention'd. Formoft of them were taken ei- 
ther from the facred writings, or the facred ufages of that people. Mofes 
heard God fpeaking to him out of a flame of fire from the bufli, and all 
JJrael heard him fpeaking to them in the fame manner out of themidft of 
fire from mount Sinai. Hence Zoroaftres pretended to have heard God 
fpeaking to him alfo out of the midft of a flame of fire. The Jews had a 
vifible Shecinah of the divine prefence among them, refting over the mer- 
cy feat in the holy of holies, both in their tabernacle and temple, toward 
which they offered up all their prayers ; and therefore Zoroaftres taught 
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his Marians to pretend to the like, and to hold the fun, and the facred 
fires intheir fire-temples, to be this Shecinah, in which God efpecially 
dwelt ; and for this reafon they offered up all their prayers to him with 
their faces turned towards both; The Jews had a facred fire, which came 
down from heaven upon their altar of burnt offerings, which they did there 
ever after, till the deftruftion of Jerufalemby the Chaldeans^ inextinguifh- 
ably maintain, and with this fire only were all their facrifices and oblations 
made, and Nadab and Abihu were punifhed with death for offering in- 
cenfe to God with other fire. And in like manner Zoroaftres pretended 
to have brought his holy fire from heaven, and therefore commanded it to 
be kept with the fame care. And to kindle fire on the altar of any new 
erecfed fire-temple* or to rekindle it on any fuch altar, where it had been 
by any unavoidable accident extinguifhed, from any other fire, than from 
one of the facred fires in fome other temple, or elfe from the fun, was 
reckoned a crime to be punifhed in the fame manner. And whereas great 
care was taken among the Jews, 1 that no wood fliould be ufed on their 
altar in the temple, but that which they reputed clean, and for this reafon 
they had it all barked and examined before it was laid on ; and that when 
it was laid on, the fire fliould never be bio wed up, either with bellows or 
the breath of man, for the kindling of it ; hence Zoroaftres b ordained both 
thefe particulars to be alfo obferved in refpeel: of his facred fire among his 
Magians, commanding them to ufe only barked wood for the maintaining 
of it, and no other means for the kindling of it up into a flame, but the 
pouring on of oyl* and the blafts of the open air. And that he fhOuld in 
fo many things write after the Jewijh religion, or have been fo well in-t 
formed therein* can fcarce feem probable, if he had not been firfl educa- 
ted and brought up in it. 

ZOR OAS TR E S having thus taken upon him to be a prophet of God* 
fent to reform the old religion of the Terftans, to gain the better reputa- 
tion to his pretentions c he retired into a cave, and there lived a long 
time as a reclufe, pretending to be abftrafled from all worldly confidera- 
tions, and to be given wholly to prayer and divine meditations; and the 
more to amufe the people, who there reforted to him, he dreffed up his 
cave with feveral myftical figures reprefenting Mithra and other myfleries 
of their religion ; from whence it became for a long while after a ufage a- 
rnong them to chufe fuch caves for their devotions, which being dreffed 
up in the fame manner were called Mithratic caves. While he was in this 
retirement, he compofed the book wherein all his pretended revelations 
are contained, which fhall be hereafter fpoken of. And Mahomet exacf ly 
followed his example herein. For he alfo retired to a cave fome time be- 
fore he broached his impofture, and by the help of his accomplices there 
formed the Alcoran wherein it is contained. And * 'Pythagoras, on his re- 
turn from Babylon to Samos, in imitation of his vazik.tr Zoroaftres, (whom 
• Clemens Alexandrinus tells us he emuloufly followed) had there in like 
manner his cave to which he retired, and wherein he moftly abided both 
day and night, and for the fame end as Zoroaftres did in his, that is, to 
get himfelf the greater veneration from the people. For 'Pythagoras acfed 
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a part of impotture as well as Zoroajires, and this perchance he alfo learnt 
from him. 

After he had thus afted the part of a prophet in Media, arid there 
fettled all things according to his intentions, he removed from thence in- 
to f Baflria, the moft eaftern province of Verjia, and there fettled in the 
city of Balch, which lyes on the river Oxus in the confines of Terjia, In- 
dia, and Cowarejmia, where under the protection of Hyftafpes, the father 
of "Darius, hefoon fpread his impofture thro' all that province with great 
fuceefs. For altho' Darius, after the flaughter of the Magians, had with 
moft of his followers gone over to the feci: of the Sabians, yet Hyfiafpes 
ffill adhered to the religion of his anceftors, and having fixed his refidence 
at Balch, (where it may be fuppofed he governed thofe parts of the em- 
pire under his fon) did there fupport and promote it to the utmofl: of his 
power. And in order to give it the greater reputation, e he went in per- 
fon into India among the Brachmans, and having there learned from them 
all their knowledge in mathematicks, aftronomy, and natural philofophy,- 
he brought it back among his Magians, and thoroughly instructed them 
in it. And they continued for many ages after, above all others of thofe 
times, skilful in thefe fciences, efpecially after they had been farther in- 
ftru&ed in them by Zoroajires, who was the greateft mathematician, and 
thegreateftPhilofopher, of the age in which he lived, and therefore took 
care to improve his feci not only in their religion, but alfo in all natural 
knowledge, which fo much advanced their credit in the world, that 
thenceforth a learned man and a Magian became equivalent terms. And 
this proceeded fo far, that the vulgar looking on their knowledge to be 
more than natural entertained an opinion of them, as if they had been actu- 
ated and infpired by fupernatural powers, in the fame manner as too fre- 
quently among us ignorant people are apt to give great fcholars, and fuch 
as are learned beyond their comprehensions, (as were Friar Bacon f k Dr. Fau- 
ftus, and ' Cornelius Agrippa) the name of conjurers. And from hence 
thofe who really praftifed wicked and diabolical arts, or would be thought 
to do fo, taking the name of Magians, drew on it that ill fignification 
which now the word Magician bears among us, whereas the true and an- 
cient Magians k were the great mathematicians, philofophers, and divines, 
of the ages in which they lived, and had no other knowledge but .what 
by their own ftudy, and the instructions of the ancients of their fed, they 
had improved themfelves in. 

But it is not to beunderftood that all Magians, that is, all of the feet, 
were thus learned, but only thofe who had this name by way of eminence 
above the reft, that is, their priefts. For they being all *of the fame tribe, 
as among the Jews, (none but the fon of a prieft being capable of being a 

* Abu Japhar Tabarita, Bundari, Relig. vet. Pcrf. c. 14. b Ammianus Marcellinus, lib. 2,3. 
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prielt among them) they mollly appropriated their learning to their own fa- 
milies, tranfmitting it in them from father to fon, andfcldom communi- 
cating it to any other, unlefs it were to thofc of the royal family, j whom 
they were bound to inllrucr, the better to fit them for government, and 
therefore there were fomc of them as tutors, as well as chaplains, always 
rcfiding in the palaces of their Kings. And whether it were, that thefe 
Magians thought it would bring the greater credit to them, or the Kings, 
that it would add a great facrednefs to their perfons, or whether it were 
from both thefe caufes, the royal family among the 'Perfiatts, as long as 
this feet prevailed among them, was always reckoned of the faccrdotal 
tribe. They were divided into 'three orders. The lowcft were the infe- 
rior clergy, who ferved in all the common offices of their divine worfliip ; 
next above them were the fuper-intendents, who in their fcvcral dillricis 
governed the inferior clergy, as the bifliopsdo with us ; and above all was 
the Arcbimagus, or arch-pricft, who in the fame manner as the high-pricll 
among the Jews, or the pope now among the Row/tiffs, was the head of 
the whole religion. And according to the number of their orders, the 
churches or temples in which they officiated were alfo of three forts. The 
ioweft fort were the parochial churches, or oratories, which were ferved 
by the inferior clergy, as the parochial churches arc now with us. And 
the duties which they there performed were to read the daily offices out 
of their liturgy, and at ftatcd and folemn times to read fome part of their 
facrcd writings to the people. In thefe churches there were no fire altars* 
but the facrcd fire, before which they here wor/liippcd, was maintained 
only in a lamp. Next above thefe were their fire-temples, in which fire 
was continually kept burning on a facrcd altar. And thefe were in the 
fame manner, as cathedrals with us, the churches or temples where the fu- 
per-intendent refided. In every one of thefe were alfo fcvcral of the in- 
ferior clergy entertained, who in the fame manner as the choral vicars 
with us performed all the divine offices under ihcfuper-intcndcnr, and al- 
fo took care of the facrcd fire, which they conftantly watched day and 
night by four and four in their turns, that it might be always kept burning, 
and never go out. idly, The highefi church above all was the firc-tcmplc, 
where the Arcbimagus refided, which was had in the fame veneration with 
them, as the temple of Mecca among the Mahomet ant, to which everyone 
of that feet thought thcmfclvcs obliged to make a pilgrimage once in their 
lives. Zoroaftrcs firll fettled it at Batch, and there he, as their Arcbima- 
gus y had his ufual rcfidcncc. But after the Mahometans had over-run ( Per- 
Jta, in the feventh century after Chritt, the Arcbimagus was forced to re- 
move from thence imo Herman, which is a province in Terfia, lying upon 
the fouthern ocean towards India, and there it hath continued even to this 
day. And to the firc-tcmplc there, erected at the place of his refidency, 
do they now pay the fame veneration as formerly they did to that of Balcb. 
This temple of the Arcbimagus, as alfo the other firc-tcmplcs, were en- 
dowed with large revenues in lands ; but the parochial clergy depended 
folely on the tythes and offerings of the people. For this ufagc alfo had 
Zoroajlrcs taken from the "Jewifl) church, and made it one of his cfla- 
blifliments among his Magians. 
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Th e impoftor having thus fettled his new fcheme of Magianijm through- 
out the province of Battria, with the fame fuccefs as he had before in Me- 
dia, he m went next to the royal court at Sufa, where he managed his pre- 
tenfions with that craft, addrefs, and infinuation, that he foon got within 
Darius himfelf, and made him a profelyte to his new-reform'd religion ; 
whofe example in a fhort time drew after it into the fame profeftion the 
courtiers, nobility, and all the great men of the kingdom. This hapned 
in the thirtieth year of Darius, and altho' it fucceeded not without great 
oppolitions from the ring-leaders of the Sabians, who were the oppofite 
feft, yet the craft, addrefs, and dexterity of the impoftor furmounted 
them all, and fo fettled his new device, that thenceforth it became the na- 
tional religion of all that countrey, and fo continued for many ages after, 
till this impofture was at laft fupplanted by that of Mahomet, which was 
raifed almoft by the fame arts. They who profelTed this religion n in Lu- 
ciaiis time, as reckoned up by him, were the Terjians, the Tanhians, the 
BacJrians, the Chowarejmians, the Arians, the Sacans, the Medes, and 
many other barbarous nations. But fince that, the new impofture hath 
grown up to the fuppreffing of the old in all thefe countries. However, 
there is a remnant of thefe Mdgians ftill remaining in TerJZa and India, 
who even to this day obferve the fame religion which Zoroaftres firft 
taught them. For they ftill have his book, wherein their religion is con- 
tained, which they keep and reverence in the fame manner as the chrifti- 
ans do the Bible, and the mahometans the Alcoran, making it the folerule 
both of their faith and manners. 

This °book the impoftor compofed, while he lived in his retirement 
in the cave, and therein are contained all his pretended revelations. When 
he prefented it to Darius, it was bound up in twelve volumes, whereof 
each confuted of an hundred skins of vellum. For it p was the ufage of the 
Terfians in thofe times to write all on skins. This book is called Zenda- 
vefta, and by contraction Zend, the vulgar pronounce it Zundavejiow, and 
Zund. The word originally fignifieth a fire-kindler, fuch as is a tinder- 
box with us, which phantafticalname the impoftor gave it, becaufe, as he 
pretended, all that would read this book, and meditate thereon,, might 
from thence, as from a fire-kindler, kindle in their hears the fire of all 
true love for God and his holy religion. For the better urtderftanding of 
which it is to be obferved, that in thofe eaftern countries their way of 
kindling fire is not by a tinder-box, as with us, but by rubbing two pieces 
of cane, one againft another, till one of them takes fire ; and fuch a fire- 
kindler of his religion in the hearts of men the impoftor 'would have his 
book to be, and therefore called it by that name. The firft part of it con- 
tains their liturgy, which is ftill ufed among them in all their oratories and 
fire-temples even to this day. The reft treats of all other parts of their re- 
ligion. And according as their actions do agree or difagree with this book, 
do they reckon them to be either good or evil. Thence in their language 
they call a righteous action Zend-aver, i. e. what the book Zend allows ; 
and an evil action Na-Zendaver,\. e. which the book Zend difallows. This 
book Zoroaftres feigned to have received from heaven, as Mahomet after- 
wards ( perchance following his pattern)" pretended of his alcorain. It is 
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ftill preferved among them in the old T erf an language and chara&er ; and 
in every oratory and fire-temple, even to this day, there is a copy of it 
kept, in the fame manner as there is with us of the Bible in every parilh 
church, out of which on certain ftated times the priefls read a portion 
of it to the people. 1 Dr. Hyde, late profeffor of the Hebrew and Arabic 
tongues at Oxford, being well skill'd in the old "Perfc as well as the mo- 
dern, q offered to have publiflied the whole of it with & Latin tranflation, 
could he have been fupported in the expences of the edition. But for 
want of this help and encouragement the defign died with him, to the 
great damage of the learned world. For a book of that antiquity, no 
doubt, would be of great ufe, could it be made public among us, and 
would unfold and give us light into many things of the times wherein it 
was written, which we are now ignorant of. 

In this book are found a great many things r taken out of the Scriptures 
of the Old Teftament, befides thofe I have already mentioned, which far- 
ther proves the author's original to have been what I have faid. For there- 
in he inferts a great part of the 'Pfalms of David; he makes Adam and 
Eve to have been the firft parents of all mankind, and gives in a manner 
the famehiftory of the creation and the deluge, that Mofes doth; only as 
to the former, whereas Mofes tells us, that all things were created in fix 
days,Zoroaftres converts thofe fix days into fix times, allowing to each of 
thofe times feveral days ; fo that putting them all together, the time of the 
creation, according to his account, amounted to three hundred fixty five 
days, that is, a whole year. He fpeaks therein alfb of Abraham, Jofeph, Mo- 
fes, and Solomon, in the fame manner as the Scriptures do. And out of a 
particular veneration for Abraham he called his book the book of Abraham, 
and his religion the religion oi Abraham, . For he pretended, that the re- 
formation which he introduced was no more than to bring back the reli- 
gion of ' the "Perjians to that original purity in which Abraham praftifed it, 
by purging it of all thofe defefts, abufes, and innovations, which the cor- 
ruptions of after-times had introduced into it. And to all this Mahomet 
alfo (no .doubt from this pattern) afterwards pretended for his religion. 
For.thename of Afbraham h&th for a great many ages paftbeenhad in great 
veneration all over the eaft, and among all fects,fo that every one of them 
have thought it would give reputation to them, could they entitle them- 
felves to him. F or not only the yews, the Magians, and the Mahometans i 
but the Sabians, and alfb xhe Indians, (if th&B.rahama of the latter be Abra- 
ham* as it is with good reafonf uppofed) all challenge him to themfelves, 
as the: r great patriarch andfounder of theirfeveral fects, every one of them 
pretending that their religion is the fame Which Abraham profefled, and by 
his reformation eftablifhed among them, and to reftore this reformation 
was all that Zoroajlres, Mahomet, and the author of the Sabian feet, who- 
ever he. was, pretended to. This veneration for Abraham in thofe parts 
proceeded from the great fame of his piety, which was (it's fuppofed) 
there fpread among them by the Ifraelites, in their difperfion all over the 
eaft, \ firft on the Ajfyrian, and, after on the Babylonijh captivity. And this 
fame being once fixed, made all parties fond of having him thought their 
OWX, and therefore all laid claim-to him. And in this book Zoroaftres 
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commands alfo the fame obfervances about beafts clean and unclean, as 
Mefes doth, gives the fame law of paying tythes to the facerdotal order, 
enjoins the fame care of avoiding all external as well as all internal pollutions, 
the fame way of cleanfing and purifying themfelves by frequent warnings, 
the fame keeping of the priefthood always within the fame tribe, and the 
fame ordaining of one high-prieft over all ; and feveral other inftitutions 
are alfo therein contained, of the fame Jewijb extraction. The reft of its 
contents are an hiftorical account of the life, actions, and prophefies of its 
author, the feveral branches and particulars of his new-reform'd fuperftiti- 
on, and rules and exhortations to moral living, in which he is very pref- 
fing, and fufficiently exact, faving only in one particular, that is, about in- 
ceft. For therein he wholly takes this away, and as if nothing of this na- 
ture were unlawful, f allows a man to marry, not only his filler or his 
daughter, but alfo his mother ; and it went fo far with that feci: in the pra- 
ctice, that in the facerdotal tribe, he that was born of this laft and worft 
fort of inceft, was looked on as the beft qualified for the facerdotal functi- 
on, none being efteemed among them more proper for the higheft ftations 
in it, than thofe that were born of mothers, who conceived them of their 

, own fons; which was fuch an abomination, that tho' all things elfe had been 
right therein, this alone is enough to pollute the whole book. The "Per- 

Jian Kings being exceedingly given to fuch inceftuous marriages, this feems 
to have been contrived out of a vile piece of flattery to them, the better 
to engage and fix them to their feci:. But ' Alexander, when he conquer- 
ed Terfia, did put an end to this abomination. For he did by a law for- 
bid all fuch inceftuous copulations among them. 

ZOROASTRES having obtained this wonderful fuccefs in making 
his impofture to be thus received by the King, and the great men, and 
the generality of the whole kingdom, ' he returned back again to Batch, 
where according to his own inftitution he was obliged to have his refi- 
dence, as Archimagus, or head of the feet, and there he reigned in fpiri- 
tuals with the fame authority over the whole empire, as the King did in 
temporals, and from hence perchance might proceed the miftake of ma- 
king him King of Babtria, Batch being in that province. And his being 
faid to have been there flain in battel by Ninus, might alfo have its origi- 
nal from his fuffering this fate in that countrey, although from another 
hand. For after his return to Batch, having enterprifed upon Arga/p King 
of the oriental Scythians (who was a zealous SabianJ to draw him over 
to his religion, and backed this attempt with the authority of 'Darius, the 
more prevalently to induce him to it ; the Scythian prince refented it with 
fuch indignation to be thus imperioufly addrefled to concerning this matter, 
that he invaded Babtria with an army, and having there defeated the forces 
of 'Darius that oppofed him, flew Zoroajires with all the priefts of his 
patriarchal church, which amounted to the number of eighty perfons, and 
demolifhed all the fire-temples in that province. This hapned in the thir- 
ty fifth year of the reign of Darius. The Terfians tell us that Lorajp or 
Hyftajpes, the father of Darius, was flain alfo in the fame war. But if he 
lived fo long, he muft then have been exceeding old. For allowing him 
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to have been no more than twenty on his firft coming with Cyrus out of 
Perjia, he muft now have been ninety three years old. But this is no 
Grange thing in thofe parts. For the air being there thoroughly pure and 
healthy, the perfpiration free and regular, and all the fruits of the earth 
fully concofted, they* who can there avoid theexcefles of lull: andluxury* 
ufually live to a great age, of which we have lately had two inftances, in 
Aurang-Zeb King of India, and Rajah-Singah King of Candia, in the 
ifland of Ceylon ; the former dying in the year 1708, of the age of near an 
hundred, and the other about twenty years before, much older; 

But Darius foon revenged the injury upon the Scythian King. For 
falling on him before he could make his retreat, he overthrew him with a 
great flaughter, and drove him out of the province ; after which he re- 
built again all the fire-temples that had been demolifhed by the enemy, and 
efpecially that of Balch, which he erected with a grandeur fuitable to its 
dignity, it being the patriarchal temple of the feci:, and therefore from the 
name of its reftorer it was thenceforth called w Az>ur Gujla/pi i. e. the fire- 
temple of Darius Hy fa/pis. And the care which he took in this matter 
fhews the zeal which he had for his new religion, which he ftill continued 
to propagate after the death of its author with the fame ardour as before. 
And the better to preferveits credit and reputation after this accident, he 
thenceforth took it on himfelf to be their Archimagus. For 1 'Porphyry 
tells us he ordered before his death, that among other his titles it mould 
be engraven on his monument^ that he was Mafierofthe Magians,which 
plainly implies that he bore this office among them. (For none but the Ar- 
chimagus was mafter of the whole fecf.) But it was not long that he was 
in it, for he died the next year after. However from hence it feems to 
have proceeded, that the Kings of TerjTawere ever after looked on to be 
of the facerdotal tribe, and were always y initiated into the facred order 
of the Magians, before they took on them the crown* or were inaugura- 
ted into the kingdom. 

The 2 Greeks had the name of Zordaftres in great efteem, fpdaking of 
him as the great mafter of all humane and divine knowledge. • Plato, 
h Ariftotle, ' Plutarch, and d Porphyry, mention him with honour, ac- 
knowledging his great learning, and fo do others. "Pliny faith much 
of him, and particularly remarks, that he was the onlyperfon, that laugh- 
ed on the day in which he was born ; and that the pulfation of his head 
did then beat fo ftrong, that it heaved up the hand laid upon it; which 
laft he faith was a prefage of his future learning. Solinus tells the fame 
ftory of his laughing c* the day of his birth, and faith that f he was opti- 
marum artium peritijfimus,\. e. moft skilful in the knowledge of the befi 
arts. And Apuleitts's character of him is that he was, B omnis di-vini 
arcani antiftes^ i. e. the chief doctor in all : divine myfleries. Cedre- 
iius names him as a famous aftronorrier among the Perjidns, and h Suidas 
faith of him, that he excelled all others in that fcience; And this reputa- 
tion he ftill hath over all the eaft, even among thofe who are moft averfe 
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to his feci:, to this very day. For they all there, as well Mahometans as 
Sabians, give him '' the title of Hakim, that is, of a wife and learned phi- 
lofopher, and reckon him as the moft skilful and eminent of their ancient 
aftronomers. And particularly Dlngh Beigh, that famous and learned Tar- 
tarian prince, writing a book of aftronomy and aftrology doth therein 
prefer Zoroajlres before all others for his skill and knowledge in thcfe 
fciences. It is to be obferved alfo, that they who write of "Pythagoras do 
almoft all of them tell us, that he was the fcholar of Zoroajires at Baby- 
lon, and learned of him moft of that knowledge which afterwards rendred 
him fo famous in the weft. So faith 1 Jipttleius, and fo fay m Jamblichus, 
" Porphyry, and ° Clemens Alexandrinus. ( For the Zabratus, or Zaratns 
of Porphyry, and the Na-Zaratus of Clemens, were none other than this 
Zoroajlres) and they relate the matter thus : That when Cambyfes con- 
quered Egypt, * he found Pythagoras there on his travels, for the im^ 
provement of himfelf in the learning of that countrey, and that having ta- 
ken him prifoner he fent him with other captives to Babylon, where Zo- 
roajlres (or Zabratus, as Porphyry calls him) then lived, and that there 
he became his difciple, and learned many things of him of the eaftern learn- 
ing. The words of Porphyry are, That by » Zabratus he was cleanfed 
from the pollutions of his life pajl, and injlrutted from what things vir- 
tuous perfons ought to be free, and alfo learned from him the difcourfe con- 
cerning nature, and what are the principles of the univerfi. This ftory 
may well enough agree with the time of Zoroajlres, but it cannot do fo 
with the time of Pythagoras ; what is therein faid of his being carried cap- 
tive to Babylon, it's poflible might have hapned when Nebuchadnezzar 
conquered Egypt, but could not be when it was conquered by Cambyfes ; 
r the chronology of the life of Pythagoras may very well admit of the for- 
mer, but can-never of the later. For by that time Cambyfes had conquer- 
ed Egypt, Pythagoras had been fettled in Italy above twenty years, after 
all his travels were over, and was then grown an old man, being then 
about the fixty third year of his age. But however, that Pythagoras was 
at Babylon, and learnt there a great part of that knowledge which he was 
afterwards fo famous for, is agreed by r all, though there may be fome er- 
ror as to the time when he is faid to have been there, or the manner how 
he came thither. His ftay there, Jamblichus 1 tells us, was twelve years, 
and that in his converfe with the Magians he learnt from them (over and 
above what hath been afore-mention'd out of Porphyry) arithmetic, mu- 
fic, and the knowledge of divine things, and the facred myfteries pertain- 
ing thereto. But the moft important doctrine which he brought home 
from thence was that of the immortality of the foul. For it's generally 
agreed among the ancients, v that he was the firft of all the Greeks that 
taught it. And this, I take it for certain, he had horn Zoroajlres. For, as 
I have afore ftiewn, it was his doctrine, and he is the ancienteft whom we 
have upon record of all the heathen nations that taught it. But Pythago- 
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ras did nor bring this docfrine into Greece., with that purity in which he 
received it from his mafter. For having corrupted it with a mixture of 
the Indian philofophy, (for this alfo he had learn 'd in the eaft) he made 
this immortality to confift w in an eternal tranfmigration of the foul from 
one body to another, whereas Zoroaftres's doctiine was x that there is to 
be a refurrection of the dead, and an immortal ftate after to folio w,in the 
fame manner as 3 "Daniel taught, and the people of God then held, and we 
now, and there is no doubt but that he had it from them. 

Some of the 1 ancient heretics, efpecially the followers of Trodicns, 
pretended to have the fecret books of Zoroaflres^ containing his revelati- 
ons, and other myfteries of religion, and offered to make ufe of them in 
defence of their herefies. Againft thefe * Tlotimis and Torphyry did both 
write, and fully mewed them to have been the forgeries of the Gnojiick 
chriftians. And others have gathered together out of e Proclus t Simflicius, 
Damafcius, Synefius, Olympiodorus, and other writers, what they call the 
oracles of Zoroaflres, and feveral editions have been publifhed of them in 
Gree^with the fcholia or comments of Tletho and Tfellus. But all thefe are 
mere figments, coined by the Tlatonic phil'ofophers, who lived after the 
time of Chrifl, and are condemned as fuch by b St. Chryfojiotn, who plain- 
ly tells us that they were all figments. If any are defirous to fee what un- 
intelligible and nonfenfical ItufF thefe oracles do contain, they .may confult 
Mr. Stanley's, book of the Chaldaic philofophy, which is publilhed at the 
end of his hiftory of philofophy, where they will find them tranflated into 
Enzlijh from the collection of Francis T'atricius. 

AB e OL- c PHARAGI c DS tells us, that * Zerdujht (or Zoroaflres) 
foretold to his Magians the coming of Chrifl, and that at the time of his 
birth there mould appear a wonderful ftar, which mould mine by day as 
well as by night, and therefore left it in command with them, that when 
that ftar mould appear they fhould follow the directions of it, and go to 
the place where he mould be born, and there offer gifts, and pay their ado- 
ration unto him : And that it was by this command that the three wife 
men came from the eaft, that is, out of Terfia, to worlhip Chrift at Beth- 
lehem. And fo far * Sharijiani, tho' a Mahometan writer, doth agree with 
him, as that he tells us. That Zerdujht (or Zoroaflres) foretold the coming 
of a wonderful perfon in the latter times, who mould reform the world both 
in religion and righteoufnefs, and that Kings and Princes mould becomfe 
obedient to him, and give him their afliftance in promoting^ the true re- 
ligion, and all the works thereof. But what thefe attribute to> the pro- 
phefyof Zoroaflres, 'others refer to the prophefyof Balaam, Tand fay, that 
it was by his prediction that the wife men were led by the ftar,to feek Chrijl 
in Judea, and there pay their adoration unto him. But all this feems to be 
taken out of the legendary writings of the eaftern chriftians: And Abul- 
'Pharagius, tho' an Arab writer, being by religion a chriftians it is moft 
likely, that what he tells us of this matter was taken from them. 
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Th o s e who are ftill remaining of this fedt in Ter/ia f have there the 
name of Gaurs, which in the Arabick lignifieth Infidels, and is the ufual 
appellation which the Mahometans beftow on all that are not of their reli- 
gion. But thefe people have this name in Terfia by way of eminency, as 
if there were none other fuch like them, and therefore they are called 
by it, as if it were their national name, and are known by none other in 
that countrey, and whofoever i'peaks of a Gaur there, understands none 
other by it than one of this feci;. They have a fuburb at Hi/pahan, the 
metropolis of Terfia, which is called Gaurabad, or the town of iheGanrs, 
where they are employed only in the meaneft and vilell drudgeries of the 
town. And fome of them are fcattered abroad in other places of that 
countrey, where they are made ufe of in the like fervices. But the bulk 
of them is in Herman, which being the barreneft and worft province of 
all Terjia, and where others care not to dwell, the Mahometans have been 
content to permit them to live there with fome freedom, and the full 
exercife of their religion. But every where elfe they ufe them as dogs ; 
efteeming them, as to their religion, the worft of all thofe that differ front 
them, and it is with a wonderful conftancy that they bear this oppreffion. 
Some ages fince for the avoiding of it feveral of them fled into India, and 
fettled there in the countrey about Surat, where their, pofterity are ftill re- 
maining even to this day. And a E colony of them is fettled in Bombay s 
an ifland in thofe parts belonging to the Englijh, where they are allowed, 
without any moleftation, the full freedom and exercife of their religion. 
They are a poor harmlefs fort of people, zealous in their fuperftition, rl» 
gorous in their morals, and exact in their dealings, profeiling the worlhip 
of one God only, and the belief of a refurreftion and a future judgment, 
and utterly detefting all idolatry, although reckoned by the Mahometans 
the moft guilty of it. For although they perform their worlhip before 
fire, and towards the riling fun, yet they utterly deny that they worlhip 
either of them. They hold, that more of God is in thefe his creatures-, 
than in any other, and that therefore they worlhip God towards them, as 
being in their opinion the trueft Shecinah of the divine prefence among 
us, as darknefs is that of the devils ; and as to Zoroajires, they ftill have 
him in the fame veneration as the Jews have Mo/es, looking on him as 
the great prophet of God, by whom he fent his law, and communicated 
his will unto them. 

An. 48 f. XERXES having afcended the throne h employed the firft year of 
'Xerxes 1. his reign in carrying on the preparations for the reduction of Egypt, 
which his father had begun. He i confirmed to the Jews at Jerufalem all 
the privileges granted them by his father* efpecially that of having the tri* 
bute of Samaria for the furnilhing them with facrifices for the carrying on 
of the divine worlhip in the temple of God in that place. 
^.484. I N ^ e fecond year of his reign he marched againft the Egyptians, and 
Xerxes a. having thoroughly vanquiflied and fubdued thefe revolters, he k reduced 
them under an heavier yoke of fervitude than they were before, and then 
towards the end of the year/after having made Achemenes one of his bro- 
thers governor of that province, returned again to Sufa. 
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This year Herodotus the famous hiftorian 1 was born at Halicarnajfus 
in Carta. For he was fifty three years old when the feloponejian war firft 
began. 

XERXES being puffed up with his fuccefs againft the Egyptians, An. 4 s 3 . 
upon the advice and instigation of Mardonius, the fon of Gobrias, who Xerxes 3- 
had married one of his fitters, " refolved upon a war with Greece, and in 
order thereto made great preparations for three years together through- 
out all the provinces of the Terjian empire. 

J ES HUA the high-prieft of the ^cc/j at Jerufalem "died in the fifty 
third year of his high-priefthood, and 'Joiakim his fon fucceeded him in 
that office. 

XERXE S being refolved on the Grecian war, * entered into a league. An. 482. 
with the Carthaginians, whereby it was agreed, that while the 'Perjians Xerxes 4. 
invaded Greece, the Carthaginians {hou\& fall on all thofe who were of the 
Grecian name in Sicily and Italy, that thereby they might be diverted from 
helping one the other. And the Carthaginians made choice of Hamilcar 
to be their general in this war, who not only raifed what forces he could 
in Africa, but alfo with the money fent him by Xerxes hired a great num- 
ber of mercenaries out of Spain, Gallia, and Italy,£o that he got together 
an army of three hundred thoufand men, and a fleet proportionable here- 
to, for the profecuting of the intent of this league. 

And thus Xerxes, according as was foretold by the prophet T>aniet, An 4 8i. 
« having by his ftrength and thorough his great riches flirred up all the then Xerxes 
known habitable world againft the realm of Grecia, that is, all the weft un- 
der the command of Hamilcar, and all the eaft under his own, he did .'in 
the fifth year of his reign, which was 'the tenth after the battel of Mara- 
thon, fet out from Sufa to begin the war, and having marched as far as 
Sardis wintered there. 

Early the next fpring 'Xerxes did fet out for the Hellefpont, over a«.#o. 
which two bridges of boats having been laid, the one for his army, and Xerxes 6. 
the other for his carriages and beafts of burden, he pafled all over in fe- 
ven days, during all which time they were continually a paffing day and 
night before all could get over, fo great was the number of them that at- 
tended him in this expedition. From thence marching thorough the Thra- 
cian Cherfonefus he arrived at Dorifius, a city at the mouth of the river 
Hebrus vciThracia, at which place having encamped his army, and order- 
ed his fleet alfo to attend him on the adjacent fbore, he there took an ac- 
count of both. His land army upon the mufter was foundto be one mil- 
lion and feven hundred thoufand foot, and fourfcore thoufand horfe, be- 
fides his chariots and his camels, for which allowing twenty thoufand 
more, the whole will amount to one million and eight hundred thoufand 
men. His fleet confifted of twelve hundred and feven fliips of the line of 
ba ttel, befides gallies, tranfports, victuallers, and other forts of veflels that at- 
tended, which were three thoufand more ; on board all which were reckon- 
ed to be five hundred and feventeen thoufand fix hundred and ten men. So 
that the whole number of forces byfea and land, which Xerxes brought 
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with him out of jifato invade Greece, amounted to two millions three 
hundred and feventeen thoufand fix hundred and ten men. After his paf- 
fing the Hellefpout, the nations on this fide that fubmitted to him, added to 
his land army three hundred thoufand men more, and two hundred and 
twenty ihips to his fleet, on board of which were twenty four thoufand 
men. So that putting all together, his forces by fea and land, by that time 
he come to the Streights of the Thermopyla, made up the number of two 
millions fix hundred forty one thoufand fix hundred and ten men. And 
the fervants, eunuchs, women, futlers, and all fuch other people as followed 
the camp, were computed to be no lefs than as many more. So that the 
whole number of perfons of all forts, that followed Xerxes in this expedi- 
tion, were at leaft five millions. This is v Herodotus\ account of them, and 
,v "Plutarch and * Ifocrates agree with him herein. But 1 T>iodorus Siculus, 
*Tliny, 'Julian and others, do in their computations fall much Ihort of 
this number, making the army of Xerxes, with which he palled the Helle- 
fpont againft Greece^ to be. very little more than that with which Darius 
his father paffed the Bofphorus to make war upon the Scythians. It is pro- 
bable they might have miftaken the one for the other. The verfes engra- 
ved on the monument of thofe Grecians who were llain at Thermopylae^ 
beft agree with the account of Herodotus. For in them it is faid, b that 
they there fought againll two millions of men. And he being the ancient- 
eft author that hath written of this war, and having lived in the age in 
which it hapned, and treated of it more particularly, and with a greater 
appearance of exaclnefs than any other, his computation feemeth the molt 
likely to be the trueft, and that efpecially fince we find it to be the gene- 
ral opinion of the ancients, both Greeks and Latins, that this was the great- 
eft army that was ever brought into the field, j 

JO S ET HI) S tells us, "that a band of Jews was: alfo in this. army, 
and brings for proof of it a paflage out of the poet.Cha?rilus, who in de- 
ferring the army of Xerxes, as they palled on by their feveral nations in 
their march, hath thefe verfes. 

Then next did march in habit and inme 'en, 

4. people wonderful for to be feen. 

Their language is [in dialefit the fame, . . ■>. 

PThich men do ffieak. of the Phoenician name. 

They dive 11 in the high Solymaean land, :. ' ; \ . 

On hills, near 'which there doth a great Idk'e jland. 

Jerufalem having alfo had the name of "Solyma, and'alLthe countreythere- 
about being mountainous,! .and lying near the great lake Afphaltites, cotn- 
monly called the lake of Sodom, this defcription.feems plainly to fuit the 
Jews, efpecially fince it is, alfo mentioned, that they fpake the ^Aa'W^w 
language, the, Syriac being then the vulgar language of the Jews. But 
' Scaliger, [Cuna-us, and f Bqchartus underftandit of; the Solymi in Tiftdia, 
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However, h Salmafins maintains the contrary opinion, and juftifies Jofe- 
pbus'va. it ; and it muft be faid, that it is not at all likely, that when Xer^ 
xes called all the other nations of the Terfian empire to follow him to this 
war, the Jews alone fhould be excufed from it. And therefore whether 
thefe whom Chcerilus. fpeaks of were Jews or not, it muft be taken for 
certain, that they alfo did bear a part in this expedition. 

After Xerxes had taken this account of his fleet and army at 'Dorifcus, 
i he marched from thence with his army through Thrace., Macedon and 
Thejfaly, towards Attica, and ordered his fleet to attend him on the coaft 
all the way, making the fame ftations by fea that he did by land. AM 
yielded to him in his march without any oppofition, till he came to the 
Streigbts of Thermopylae, where Leonidas King of the Lacedemonians with 
three hundred Spartans, and as many other Greeks as made up a body of 
four thoufand men, defended the pafs againft him. For two days he made 
it good againft all the numerous army of the ?Per/ians, repulfing them in 
every aflault with a great {laughter of their men,. But on the third day, 
being ready to be furrounded by the Ter/ians through the treachery of a 
certain Greek, who led them by a fecret way over the mountains to fall on 
them in the rear, all retired, faving Leonidas and his three hundred Spar- 
tans, and fome few others that would not defert them, who refolutely 
abiding by the poft they had undertakento defend, were at length all flairi 
upon the fpot. But the Terjlans paid very dear for this viftory, having 
loft in the gaining of it twenty thoufand of their men, and among them 
two of the brothers of Xerxes. 

After this Xerxes k entered through Bceotia into Attica the countrey 
of ^Athenians, having fpent in his march hither fince hispafling the Hefc 
Jejpont four months. The ^f^z^wj- not able to defend themfelves againft 
fo great a force, deferted their city, putting all their men aboard their 
fleet, and fecuring their wives and children in Salamis, AZgina, and 2>«»- 
zene, neighbouring cities, which by the intervention of the fea were out 
of the reach of his army, fo that on his coming thither he became mafter 
of the place without any oppofition. 

IjN the interim, the Terjian and Grecian 'fleets lying near each other, 
the former at Apheta, and the other at Artemijium, above Eubcea, had fe- 
veral encounters' with each other, in every one of which the Grecians had 
the advantage, and though it was not great* yet it ferved them to Ihew. 
that the enemy, notwithftanding their great number, were not invincible 1 , 
which gave them the heart afterwards with the greater courage and reft*. 
lution to fight againft them. However their fhips being much mattered by 
thefe feveral encounters, they found it neceflary to retire to fome fafer 
place to refit, and for this purpofe came into the Streights of Salamis, 
where they not only refitted, but were alfo re-inforced and augmented by 
a great many other fhips, which from feveral parts of Greece came thither 
to them, and there joined them againft the common enemy, till at length 
they there made up a fleet upward of three hundred fail. It was while 
they lay there, that Xerxes entered Athens, and thereon the Terfian 
fleet came thither alfo, and anchored at Thalerus, a port ou that ' more. 
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The Str eights of Salamis, where the Greek fleet lay, was the moft advan- 
tageous place for thefn to fight the numerous fleet of the enemy in, that 
they could chufe. For the Terjlans, byreafon of the narrownefsof that 
fea, not being able to extend their front in it beyond that of the Greets, 
could there have no advantage from their numbers ; but altho' their fleet 
was four times as great muft in that place fight upon equal terms : Which 
Tbemiftocles the general of the Athenians having wifely obferved, did by 
his prudence and dexterity bring it to pafs, that there it came to a battel 
between them; wherein the Grecians by the advantage of the place gain- 
ed the viftory, and gave the enemy fuch an overthrow* as wholly daihed 
all the aims and defigns of this prodigious expedition, which was one of 
the greateft, both for expence and number of men, that was ever under- 
taken. For they having deftroyed two hundred of their lhips, befides thofe 
which they took, the reft got away to the AJian coaft, and having fet in 
dt Cytna, a city in JEolia, they there laid up for the winter, and never 
came again into Greece. And Xerxes being frighted with an apprehen- 
fion, left the conquerors fhould fail to the Hellejpont, and there obftruft 
his return, fled thither with all the hafte and precipitation he could, and 
having left Mardonius, with three hundred thoufand men, to carry on the 
war in Greece, marched back with the reft to Sardis, and there took up 
his quarters for the enfuing year. It is remarkable, that at his coming to 
HeUeJpont, finding the bridge of boats which he had left there broken by 
itorms, he who had pafled over that Tea but a few months before with fuch 
pomp and pride, was forced to repafs it in a poor fifher-boat. 

About the fame time "his confederates Khz Carthaginians met with as 
great, or rather a much greater defeat, in Sicily. For Hamilcar, their 
general, having drawn together his numerous army, of which I have al- 
ready fpoken, and fhipped them on board the vaft fleet which he had pre- 
pared for their tranfportation, failed with them for Sicily-, and having 
there landed them at Tanormus, a port in that ifland, laid fiege to Hitnera, 
a maritime city in the neighbourhood. While he lay there, for his better 
fecurity he caufed two large camps to be fortified, in the one of which he 
lodged his land-army, and into the other he drew up his fhips, placing there 
all his marines for their defence. At that time Gelo was King of Sicily, a 
prince of great wifdom, conduct, and valour. As foon as he had an ac- 
count of this invafion, he drew together an army of fifty thoufand foot, 
and five thoufand horfe, and marched immediately againft the enemy for 
the defence of the countrey. On his arrival at Himera he intercepted a 
courier carrying letters from the Salinuntines, confederates of the Cartha- 
ginians, to Hamilcar, whereby he underftood that the next morning Ha- 
milcar was to celebrate a great facrifice to Neptune at the camp of the 
rharines, and that he had appointed the Salenuntine horfe then to come 
thither to him. Gelo taking the advantage of this intelligence, the next 
morning at the time appointed fent thither a party of horfe of his own, who 
being received into the camp of the Salinuntines, firft flew Hamilcar, and 
then fet the fleet on fire. As foon as this was done, Gelo having notice of 
it by a fignal given him from the top of an adjacent hill, where he had 
placed watchmen for this purpofe, drew out his army before the other camp 
of the enemy, and gave them battel. But the flame afcending from the 
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camp of the marines, foon telling the Carthaginians the fate of their fleet, 
and a meflenger at the fame time bringing them an account of the death 
of their general, this fo difheartned and confounded them, that having no 
longer any courage to ftand their ground, they were foon put to the rout, 
andGelo flew of them an hundred and fifty thoufand on the field of battel, 
and took all the reft prifoners, which were as many more, and fold them 
allforflaves ; fo that all Sicily was filled with them. This defeat was fo en- 
tire, that of all this prodigious fleet and army, the greateft that was ever 
fet forth in thofe weftern parts for any expedition, it's remarked none re- 
turned fave only a few, who efcaped in a cock-boat to bring this difmal 
news to Carthage. ' Herodotus tells us, that this battel was fought on the 
fame day with that of Salamis, but ° Diodorus Siculus fays, it was at the 
time when Leonidas was flain at ThermoJ>jyl^;~which feems to be the truer 
account of the two. For after this fuccefs of Gelo, p the Grecians fent to 
him for his afliftance againft Xerxes, which they would not have done af- 
ter the battel of Salamis. For from thenceforth they thought themfelves 
alone more than fufEcient for the enemy, without needing any other force 
than that of their own to finifli the war. 

O n Xerxes's departure out of Greece, « Mardonius wintered his army An. 479. 
in Thejfaly and Macedonia, and early the next fpring marched with it in- Xe " es7 * 
to Beeotia. From thence he fent AlexanderKing of Macedonia to Athens, 
with propofals of accommodation from the King. Thereby he offered 
them to rebuild at the King's charges, whatfoever had been burnt or de- 
molilhed in Attica the former year, to permit them to live according to 
their own laws, to reinftate them in all their former poffeflions, and to 
add to them whatfoever other lands they mould defire. But the Atheni- 
ans not being to be induced to defert the intereft of Greece, for any ad- 
vantage whatfoever, would hearken to none of thefe offers ; whereon 
'Mardonius being enraged by the refufal, marched with all his army into 
Attica, deftroying every thing wherever he came, and entring Athens* 
burnt and demolifhed whatfoever he there found ftanding after the former 
year's devaftation. For the Athenians not being ftrong enough to refift 
fuch a torrent, had the fecond time withdrawn to Salamis, ALgina, and 
Trcezene, and left the city empty. In the interim, the joint forces of all 
Greece being drawn together at the IJihmus of Corinth, Mardonius thought 
fit to march back again into Beeotia. For that being an open and level 
countrey, was much fitter for him to fight in than Attica, which being 
rough, craggy, and full of hills and defiles, could fcarce any where afford 
him room enough for to draw up his numerous army in, or a ground pro- 
per for his cavalry to do any fervice in. On his return he encamped on 
the river AZfopus ; thither the Greeks marched after him, under the com- 
mand of e PaufaniasY^a\g of Lacedamon, and Ariftides general of the Athe- 
nians. They confifted of an hundred and twenty thoufand men, and the 
JPerfians of three hundred and fifty thoufand, faith ' Herodotus ; of five 
hundred thoufand, faith % T>iodorus Siculus ; and with thefe forces near the 
city of Tlataa it came to a decifive battel between them, in which Mar- 
donius was flain, and all the Terjian army cut in pieces. Only Artabazus, 
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who was aware of the event from the ill conduct which he had obferved 
in Mardonius, made an early efcape, with forty thoufand men which he 
commanded, and by his fpeed out-marching the fame of the defeat got 
fafe to Byzantium, and there pafled over into Afia. Befides thefe, not 
four thoufand of all the reft efcaped the carnage of that day, but were all 
flain and cut in pieces by the Greeks* and this quite delivered them from 
all farther invafions of that people. For from that time a Terjiati army 
was never more feen on this fide the Hellejpont. 

On the fame day that the Greeks fought this battel at Tlataa, v their 
naval forces got as memorable a viftory over the remainder of the Terfian- 
fleet in Afia. For at the fame time that their land-forces rendezvoufed at 
the IJihmus of Corinth, their fleet having met together at JEgina un- 
der the command of Leotychides* the other King of the Lacedamonians, 
and Xantipj>us the Athenian, there came thither to them embaftadors from 
the Iouians to invite them into Afia* to deliver the Greek cities there from 
the flavery of the Barbarians, whereon they failed for Delos in their way 
thither, and while they lay there other embafladors came to them from 
Samos, who having acquainted them that the Terfian fleet which wintered 
at Cyma, having failed thence, were then at Samos, and might there be ea- 
fily vanquilhed and deftroyed by them, earneftly follicited them to come 
thither and fall upon them. Whereon they accordingly fet fail forthwith 
for Samos. But the Terfians hearing of their approach retired to Mycale, 
a promontory on the continent of Afia, where their land-army lay, con- 
fiding of an hundred thoufand men, which were the remainder of thofe 
which Xerxes had brought back out of Greece the former year, and there 
drew up their fhips upon the land, and fortified them with a ftrong ram- 
part drawn round them. But the Greeks following them thither, by the 
afliftance of the Ionians who revolted to them, vanquifhed their army at 
land, took their rampart, and burnt all their Ihips. And here ended all 
the great defigns of Xerxes in a molt miferable difappointment, there be- 
ing after thefe two battels fcarce any of all that prodigious army, with which 
the year before he marched fo proudly over the Hellejpont, now left, 
whom either the famine, the peftilence, or the fword, had not abfolutely 
deftroyed, excepting thofe whom Artabazus brought back out of Greece. 
And of thefe a great number died on their return into Afia, by their over- 
glutting themfelves with the plenty of that countrey, after the hardfliips 
they had fuftered on the other fide of the Hellejpont. A greater fleet and 
army was fcarce ever fet forth in the weft for any expedition, than that of 
Hamilcar's againft Sicily, or ever was there a greater army brought toge- 
ther anywhere, than that wherewith Xerxes invaded Greece, yet all thefe 
numerous forces were baffled, defeated, and deftroyed by thofe, who in 
number or power, reckoning all the armies on both fides againft each other, 
could fcarce bear the name of an handful of men in comparifon of them; 
and hereby a fignal inftance was given, that whatfoever the pride of man 
may defign, or the power of man think to effect, it is ftill the providence 
of God that governs the world, and turneth all the affairs thereof which 
way foever he pleafeth. 

The battel ofPlataaw&s fought in the morning, and that oi Mycale, 
in the afternoon of the fame day, and yet w it is commonly faid by, the Gr&Jk 
* Herodot. lib. 9. Diodor.Sic. lib, 11. "Diodor. Sic. lib- 11 . Herodot, lib. 9. Jufliri. lib. z...c. 14. 

writers, 



Book IV. the Old and New Testament. i 89 

writers, that they had an account of the victory of Tlataa at Mycale be- 
fore they begun the battel there, though the whole JEgean fea, which was 
feveral days failing, lay between. But Diodorus Siculus clears this matter. 
For *he tells us, that Leotychides, finding the forces that followed him to 
be in great pain for the Greeks at Tlataa, left they fliould be overpow- 
ered and vanquifhed by the numerous army of Mardonius, the better to 
encourage and enhearten his men for the battel, juft before he made the 
firft onfet, caufed it to be given out through all the army, that the Terfi- 
ans were defeated, though he then knew nothing of the matter. But what 
he then feigned hapning to be true, and alfo done the fame day, this gave 
occafion for what is faid of that quick intelligence, which was utterly im- 
poflible to have come in fo fhort a time, from fo far diftant a place by any 
human means. And there is no reafon to fuppofe a miracle in this cafe. 
And that which is faid 1 of the victory of 'Paulas JEanilius over the Mace- 
donians, being known at Rome on the fame day on which it was got, at a 
greater diftance than Tlattea was from Mycale, no doubt was from the 
fame caufe. That hapned to be true which was only feigned when firft 
reported, and afterwards when it was found to be true, and done on the 
fame day on which the Romans firft had the report, it was made a mi* 
racle of, as if there had been fome fupernatural power that brought the 
intelligence.- 

XERXES on his having received thefe two great defeats at Tlataa 
and Mycale, z left Sardis almoft with the fame precipitation as he did A- 
thens after the battel of Salamis, making all the hafte he could towards 
Terfta, that thereby he might get as far as he could out of the reach of the 
conquering, enemies. However, he omitted not before he left thofe parts 
to give 3 order for the burning and demolifliing of all the temples in the 
Grecian cities in Afia, which was accordingly executed upon all of them, 
excepting only that of Diana at Efhefus, which alone efcaped this gene- 
ral devaftation. And this he did not out of any particular difpleafure to 
the Afiatic Greeks. For he did the fame wherever elfe he came, deftroy- 
ing all idolatrous temples that came in his way, throughout this whole 
expedition. The true caufe of this was his zeal for the Magian religion, in 
which he had been thoroughly inftrufted, and made a zealous profelyte to 
it hy Zoroaftres. For that feci: expreffing ! 'a great deteftation againfi wor- 
fliipping of God by images, were for deftroying all idolatrous temples 
wherever they came. And to keep Xerxes firm to their party, not only 
feveral of the chief doctors of the Magians, hut alfo c OJlanes himfelf, a who 
was then the Archimagus, or great patriarch of the whole feci:, accompa- 
nied him as his chaplains through this whole expedition. And by their in- 
ftigation e Tally tells us it was, that all thefe temples were deftroyed. This 
OJlanes is 4id to have been f grandfather to Zoroaftres, but it is moil like- 
ly that he was his grandfon, and that it was by miftake that it hath been 
faid otherwise. For Zoroaftres it's' certain was 6 a very old man at his 
death. The name of O (lanes was very famous among t the Greeks. For 
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h from him, they fay, they firft had the Magian philofophy, he having 
communicated it unto them, while he followed Xerxes in this war, and 
therefore from him they fometimes call the whole fed '' OJlaneans, inftead 
of Magians, as if he had been the chief founder of it. 

One of the temples, which by Xerxes s order were thus deftroyed, was 
k that of Apollo 'Didumaan near Miletus, from whence he took animmenfe 
treafure This was difcovered to the Terfians by the Branchida a family 
of the Milejians, that had the keeping of the temple, who thereon find- 
ing themfelves by reafon of this treachery and facnlege to become yery 
odious to their countrey-men, durft not, on XerxesS going away, ftay be- 
hind him, for fear of their wrath, but followed after him into Terjia, and 
were there planted by him in a fmall territory, which he gave them on the 
river Ozus in the province of BaEtria, where Alexander, on his making 
himfelf matter of that councrey, finding their pofterity ftill remaining, 
'caufed them all to be put to thefword, thereby cruelly and unreafonably 
revenging on the innocent defcendents, the crime committed by their an- 
cestors many ages before. 

XERXES on his return toward Sufa palling thorough Babylon, 
" made there the fame devaftation of their temples, as he had in Greece, 
and the Letfer Afia, and as it maybe fuppofed on the fame principle, that 
is, his zeal for the Magian religion, and his averfion to that of the Sabians, 
who worlhipped God by images, n of which the Magians had the utmoft 
deteftation. For the Babylonians were all Sabians, and indeed were the 
firlt founders of the feft. For they firft brought in the worlhip of the 
planets, and afterwards that of images, and from thence propagated it to 
all the other nations, where it obtained, as hath been already lhewn. And 
for this reafon the Magians having them in abhorrence above all other Sa- 
bians, prevailed with Xerxes, out of an efpecial hatred to them, to take 
Babylon in his way to Sufa, of purpofe to deftroy all the temples they had 
there; altho' perchance to recruit himfelf with thefpoilsof thefe temples, 
after the vaft expences which he had been at in his Grecian war, might be 
the moft forcible motive that wrought him into this refolution. For the 
wealth of their temples was vaft and exceffive, as having been the colle- 
ction of a great number of ages. I have already computed how many mil- 
lions of our money the treafures of the temple of Belus only amounted to, 
according to the account given us of them by Diodorus Siculus, and if 
thofe which he found in the other idol temples in that city were as great, 
as no doubt they were, they mull more than repay him all that he fpentin 
the Grecian war. And without fome fuch recruit, it is fcarce poflible to 
imagine how he could have fupported himfelf at home after fo great a 
mifcarriage and lofs. And yet we find, that after his return he was fup- 
ported through all his empire, in the fame manner as before, without 
Suffering any great damage either in his authority, or power therein, af- 
ter this fo great and fo extraordinary a difafter, whereas it ufually hap- 
pens, that princes are ruined at home as well as abroad by fuch misfor- 
tunes. 
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By the pillaging and deftroyingof all thefe heathen temples at Babylon 
was fully completed, what the prophets Ifaiah and Jeremiah prophefied 
hereof many years before. ° All the graven images of her gods hath he bro- 
ken unto the ground. p I will punijh Bel in Babylon. / will bring forth 
out of his mouth that which he hath /wallowed \ * And I will do judgment 
upon all the graven images of Babylon. ' Bel is confounded, Merodach is 
broken in pieces, her idols are confounded, her images are broken in pieces. 
For when Xerxes deftroyed all thefe temples in Babylon, he took from 
them all their treafures, which they had been for many ages afwallowing ; 
and pulling down all the images that were in them, broke them all to pie- 
ces, and converted the gold and filver, of which they were made, to all 
thofe common ufes for which he had occafion of them. 

After the battel of My c ale r the Grecian fleet failed to the Hellefporin 
to feize the bridges which Xerxes had laid over thofe ftreights, fuppofing 
that they had been ftill whole. But on their coming thither, finding that 
they had been broken by ftorms, Leoty chides with the Teloponefians failed 
home ; but Xantippus with the Athenians andallies of Ionia ftill flaying 
there, made themfelves matters of Sejlits and the Thracian Cherfone/its, 
where they took muchfpoil, and a great number of prifoners, and then on. 
the approach of winter returned to their refpeftive Cities. Xantippus 
finding all the material of Xerxes\ bridge at Cardia, where the 'Perfians 
had caufed them to be brought before his arrival in thofe parts, he carry"- 
ed them with him to Athens, and there laid them up to be a memorial of 
that total overthrow which they gave their enemy in this war* by the ma- 
ny victories which they had obtained over them< From this time all the 
Ionian cities in Afia revolted from the Terftans^ and entering into confe- 
deracy with the Grecians, by their help maintained their liberty for the. 
moft part ever after, during the continuance of that empire.. 

The Greeks having re-fettled their affairs at home, after the great ruffle An.ifji: 
that was made in them by thelateinvafionof the 'Perfians, 1 refolved far- Xerxes 9* 
ther to profecute the war againft them for the driving of them out of all 
the cities abroad that were of the Grecian original. For which purpofe 
they equipped a ftrong fleet of which Taufanias King of the Lacademo- 
nians, and Arift ides the Athenian having the command* they failed withit 
to Cyprus, and there having freed a great many Grecian cities from their 
'Perfian garrifons, reftored them again to their own liberty. 

About this time Xerxes at Sufa " was afting a very cruel and barbarous 
tragedy in the houfe of Mafiftes his Brother, which had its rife from an 
inceftuous love firft begun at Sardis, For Xerxes f after his return thither 
from his flight out of Greece, fell in love with Mafiftefi wife, who was 
then in that city, but fhe being a very virtuous woman, and very loving 
and faithful to her husband, could on no felicitations be prevailed with to 
defile his bed. But Xerxes thinking to win her at laft* heapfed all manner 
of favours and obligations upon her, to engage her to yield to him j and 
particularly he married a daughter which fhe had, named Artaynta, ta'Da- 
rius his eldeft fon, whom he intended for his fuceeffor in the throne^ and 
on his return to Sufa caufed the marriage to be eonfumntated, which be- 
ing the greateft favour he could beftow upon the mother, he expecied it 
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would engage her to a compliance with his defires. But finding the 1 ady's 
virtue to be ftill impregnable againft all his attempts, he at length turned 
the amour from the mother to the daughter* and fell in love with Artayn- 
ta, where he foon found a ready compliance to all he defired. While this 
was a doing, Hameftris, Xerxes"s Queen, having wrought a very rich and 
curious mantle, prefented it to the King, who being very much pleafed 
with it, wore it when he made his next vifit to his miftrefs ; and on his 
having enjoyed his luft on her, to exprefs the fatisfaftion he had therein, 
he bad her ask what fhe would of him for her reward, promifing her with 
an oath, that whatfoever it mould be he would give it unto her. Here- 
on Ihe asked of him the mantle which he had then on him. Xerxes be- 
ing aware of the mifchief which might follow from his giving of it unto 
her, did all that he could to divert her from this requeft, offering her 
whatever elfe was in his power to redeem it from her. But nothing elfe 
being able to content the lady, and his promife and the oath being urged 
for the grant, he was forced to give it unto her, and fhe out of the vani- 
ty and pride of her mind, as foon as fhe had it put it on, and as by way 
of trophy wore it publickly, whereby Hameftris being thoroughly con- 
. firmed in what ihe was afore only jealous of, became enraged to the utmoft 
degree, but inftead of turning her wrath againft the daughter, who only 
was faulty in this matter, refolved to be revenged on the mother, as if all 
this intrigue had been of her contrivance, who was wholly innocent of 
it. And therefore waiting the great feftival that ufed annually to be cele- 
brated on the King's birth-day, which was then approaching, whereon it 
was the cuftom for theKing to grant her whatfoever Ihe ihould then de- 
fire, fhe asked of him the wife of Majiftes to be given unto her. TheKing 
perceiving the malice of the. woman, and what fhe intended, abhorred it 
to the utmoft, both for the fake of his brother, andalfo for what he knew 
of the innocency of the lady, as to that for which Hameftris was exafpe- 
rated againft her, and therefore at firft withftood her in this requeft all 
that he could. But her importunity not being to be diverted, nor what 
was faid for the cuftom to be gainfaid, he was forced to yield to her. 
Whereon the lady being feized by the King's guards, and delivered to her, 
flie caufed her breafts, her tongue, nofe, ears and lips, to be cut off and 
thrown to the dogs before her face, and then fent her home again thus 
mangled to [her husband's houfe. In the interim Xerxes, to mollify the 
matter as much as he could, fent for Majiftes, and told him, that it was 
his defire that he muft part with his wife, and that inftead of her he would 
give him one of his daughters in marriage. But Majiftes having an entire 
affeftion for his wife could not be induced to confent hereto ; whereon 
Xerxes told him in an angry manner, that fmce he refufed to accept of his 
daughter, when offered to him, he fhould neither have her nor his wife 
neither, and fo difmiffed him in difpleafure. Whereon Majiftes fufpefting 
fome mifchief was done him, made hafte home to fee how matters there 
flood, where finding his wife in that mangled condition, as hath been men- 
tioned, and being thereby exafperated to the utmoft, as the cafe deferved, 
he immediately got together all his family, fervants, and dependants, and 
made all the ; hafte he could towards BaStria, the province of which he 
was governor, purpofing, as foon as he could arrive thither, to raife an 
army and make war upon the King, to be revenged of him for this barba- 
rous ufage. Buc Xerxes hearing of his fudden retreat, and fufpe<3ing from 
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thence what he intended, fent a party of horfe after him, who overtaking 
him on the road, cut him off, with his wife and children, and all that be- 
longed to him. This Mafiftes was brother of Xerxes by Atojfa, the fame 
mother as well as by the fame father, and was a perfoh of great worth and 
honour, as well as of great fidelity to the King, and he had done him great 
fervices in his Grecian war, having been one of his chief generals, who 
had the leading of his army in that expedition, and he was perfonally en- 
gaged for him in the battel of Mycale, and was in truth the chief honour 
of his houfe, and never gave him any juitcaufe to be offended with him. 
However all this could not protect him from Xerxes\ cruelty ; which fuf- 
ficiently ihews, that where there is a vicious prince, with an arbitrary 
power in the government, there is nothing that can befufficient to fecure 
any man's fafety under him. 

And there is w another fa<ft related of Hameftris equally cruel and im- 
pious, that is, that flie caufed fourteen boys of the beit families in Terfa 
to be buried alive, as afacrifice to the infernal gods. Andirt the relating 
of this, as well as her other cruelties above-men.tion'd, I have been the 
more particular, becaufe x feveral having been of opinion, by reafon of the 
fimilitude that is between the names of Hamejiris and Eftber, that Xerxes 
was the Ahajiierus, and Hameftris the Eft her mentioned in; Scripture*, it 
may from hence appear, how impoffible it is, that a woman of fo vile and 
abominable a character, as Hamejiris was, could have ever been that Queeh 
ot'Ter/Ta, who by the name of Efther is fo renowned in holy writ,' and is; 
there recorded, as the inftrument, by whom God was pleafed in fo figrial. 
a manner to deliver his people from that utter deftrucfion which was.de^ 
iigned againft them. 

After the death of Maftftes, ^/reappointed » Hyffajpis his fecoiid 
fon to be governor of Ba6fria inhisftead ; which obliging him to be ab* 
fent from court, gave Artaxerxes his younger brother the opportunity of 
mounting the throne before him on the death of Xerxes^ as will be here- 
after related. ; , 

TJhe Grecian fleet having effefted at Cyprus what they went thither for, An 4 ?6 
'failed from thence. to the' Hellejpont^ and took in Byzantium ; where Xerxes" 
feveral Terftans of eminent note, and fome of them of the kindred of IO " 
Xerxes,, being taken. ^riipners^Taufanias treacheroufly releafed them all 
pretending they had made their efcape, and by fome of them entered in' 
to a treaty with Xerxes Xo betray Greece unto him, upon condition that 
herwould give him one of his daughters in marriage ; which being readi- 
ly agreed to by Xerxes, Taufanias thenceforth took upon him to live af- 
ter another rate -than formerly, , affecting the pomp and grandeur of the 
Terjians, and carrying himfelf haughtily and tyrannically towards the al- 
lies ; .whereon ; they being difgufted with his, conduct, and not being able 
any longer to bear it,, did put themfelves under the Athenians, who thence-* 
forth , by this means obtained the chief command at fea in all the Grecian 
affairs, and heldjt for many years after, "the Lacedemonians having rei 
ceived an account of thefe mifcarriages of Taufanias depofed him from his 
command, on the HeLlefpont, and; recalling him home put him under pub- 
lick cenfure for them. " 
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An. 47 f. However 3 the next year he went again to the Hellefpont, al though 
Xerxes without the confent of the ftate or any commiflion from them, failing thi- 
!I " ther in a private lhip, which he hired on pretence of fighting againft the 
'Perjianszs a voluntier in that war ; but in reality to carry on his treafona- 
ble defigns with them, Artabazus being appointed governor on the Tro- 
pontis, of purpofe to be there at hand to treat with him. But while he 
was at Byzantium his behaviour was fuch, that the Athenians drove him 
thence ; whereon he went to the countrey of Troas, and there tarried 
fome time, the better to carry on his correfpondence with Artabazus, of 
which there being fome fufpicions, the Lacedamonians fummoned him 
home by a publick officer, but on his return put him in prifon ; but no 
evidence appearing of this thing in his tryal, he was again difcharged. 
But fome time after the whole of it being brought to light, and difcovered 
by one whom he had made ufe of to carry on the correfpondence, they 
put him to death for it. 
An. 472. THE MIS TOCLES, b by his wifdom and great application, having 
Xerxes muc ^ advanced the power and intereft of the Athenians, hereby drew on 
him the bitter enmity of the Lacedamonians. For they feeing their honour 
eclipfed, and that authority, whereby they had hitherto born the chief 
fway among the Greeks, now rivall'd and diminifh'dby the growing up of 
this flourifhing ftate, could not with patience bear it, and therefore to gra- 
tify their revenge, refolved on the ruine of him that had been the author 
of it. In order whereto they caufed him firft to be accufed zx. Athens, of 
being a confederate with Taufanias in his treafon againft Greece, but 
nothing being proved of what was laid to his charge, he was there ac- 
quitted. 

An. 471. But c the next year after, Themiftocles being banilhed Athens, they re- 
Xerxes newe d their delign againft him. He was not banilhed for any crime, but 
* s ' by Oftracifme, which was 4 a way among them, whereby for the better fe- 
curing of their liberty they ufed to fupprefs thofe that were grown to too 
great a power and authority among them, by banilhing them the city for 
a certain term of years. Themiftocles being thus neceffitated for a time to 
leave his countrey, fettled at Argos, of which the Lacedamonians taking 
the advantage, profecuted anew their charge againft him before the gene- 
ral council of all Greece then met at Sparta, and fummoned him to appear 
before them toanfwer to it, accufing him there of treafon againft the whole 
community of Greece. Themiftocles feeing how bitterly the Lacedamoni- 
ans were fet againft him, and knowing that they could carry every thing 
as they pleafed in that aflembly, durft not truft his caufe with them, but 
fled firft to Corcyra, and from thence to Admetns king of the Moloffians, 
by whofe affiftance being conveyed to the coafts of the JEgean fea, he 
took lhipping at Tydna in Macedonia, and from thence pafled over to Cy- 
ma, a city of JEolia in the leffer AJia. But Xerxes having put a price of two 
hundred talents upon his head, (which amounted to thirty feven thoufand 
five hundred pound of our money) feveral were there upon the hunt after 
him for the gain of fo great a reward. For the avoiding of this danger he was 
forced there to lye hid for fome time, till at length by the contrivance and 

• Thucydides, lib. 1. Plutarchus in Ariftide & Themiftocle. Cornelius Nepos in Paufania. 
«■ Herodot. lib. 7, &c. Thucydides, lib. I. Plutarchus in Themiftocle. Diodor. Sic. lib. »r. 
= Thucydides, lib. 1. Plutarchus in Themiftocle. Diodor, Sic. lib. 11.. 
6 P^tatchus in Ariftide. »irw 
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afliftance of his friend and hoft Nicogenes, the richeft man of that coun- 
trey, he was conveyed fafe to Sufa, in one of thofeclofe chariots in which 
the "Perfians ufed to carry their women; they that had the conducting of 
him, giving out that they were carrying a young Greek lady to the 
courc for one of the nobility, by which means he got to the Ter/ian court 
without any danger ; where being arrived, he addrefled himfelf to Artii± 
banus the captain of the guards, to whofe office it belonged to bring thofe 
to the audience of the King that had any bufinefs with him ; by him he 
was introduced into Xerxes % prefence ; and being there asked who he was^ 
he told him he was Themiftocles the Athenian ; that though he had done him 
great hurt in his wars, yet he had in many things much ferved him, parti- 
cularly in hindering the Greeks from purfuing him after the battel of Sala- 
mis, and obftru&ing his retreat over the Hellejpont ; that for thefe his fer- 
vices to him being driven out of his countrey, he was now fled to him for 
refuge, hoping, that he would have more regard to what he had done for 
his intereft, than to what, with the reft of his countreymen, he had in the 
wars acted againft it. Xerxes then faid nothing to him, though as foon 
as he was withdrawn he exprefled a great deal of joy and fatisfaction, that 
fo conliderable a perfonwas come over to him, wifhing that God would 
always put it into the minds of his enemies, thus to drive their beft men 
from them. But the next morning having aflembled the chief of the Ter- 
Jian nobility about him, and ordered him again to be brought into his pre-, 
fence, he received him with great kindnefs, telling him in the firft place, 
that he owed him two hundred talents. For he having fet that price up- 
on his head, it was due to him, who had brought him his head by thus 
rend ring himfelf unto him, and accordingly commanded it to be paid him, 
and then ordered him to fay, what he had concerning the affairs of Greece 
to impart unto him. But Themiftocles being then no other wife able to de- 
liver himfelf than by an interpreter, begged leave that he might be per- 
mitted firft to learn the Terjian language, hoping that then he might be in 
a capacity to communicate to the King, what he had to impart to him, in 
a much more perfect manner than he could then promife to do by the in- 
terpretation of another ; which being granted to him, and he having after 
a year's time made himfelf thorough mafter of that tongue, he was again 
called in to the King, to whom having communicated all that he thought 
proper, he grew very much into his favour, fo that when Mandatia his fifter, 
who had loftfeveral of her fons in the battel of Salamis, had profecuted 
an accufation againft Themiftocles for their death, and was very importu- 
nate and clamorous to have him delivered up to her, a facrifice to her re- 
venge, he not only caufed him to be acquitted by the fuffrages of all the 
nobility then attending the court, but conferred many royal bounties upbn 
him. For he gave him a wife of a noble TPerJian family, with an houfe, 
fervants, and an equipage in all things fuitable hereto, and an annual re- 
venue fufficient to enable him in the beft manner to fupport the fame, and 
on all occafions much carefled him as long as he continued in his court. 
And it is mentioned as one particular inftance of his favour to him, that 
by his efpecial command he e was admitted to hear the lectures and dif- 
courfes of the Magiatts, and was inftructed by them in all the fecrets of 
their philofophy. But at length it being thought beft for the King's inte- 
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relt that he ihould refide in fome of the maritime towns near Greece, that 
he might he there ready at hand for fuch fervices as the King might have 
occafion of from him in thofe parts, he was fent to Jive at Magnejia on the 
river Meander, where he had not only all the revenues of that city, (which 
were fifty talents a year) but .alfo thofe of Myus and Lampfacus allowed 
him for his maintenance, amounting all together to one hundred and fifty 
talents a year, which was little lefs than thirty thoufand pound of our mo- 
ney. And here he lived all the time of Xerxes, and feveral Years after, 
in the reign Artaxerxes, his foon, in a very plentiful and fplendid man- 
ner, as well he might on fo large a revenue, till at length he ended his days 
in that city, in the manner as fliall he hereafter related. 

B ut according to ' Thucy4i4es, Xerxes w^s dead, and Artaxerxes had 
newly fueeeeded in the throne, when Themiftocles fled out of Greece to 
the TerJIan court ; and therefore he tells us that it was Artaxerxes Longi- 
manus, and not Xerxes hy whom Thewtftecles was received with fo much 
favour; and Thucydides being an hiftorian of great credit, and having 
wrote this . not many years after the Death of Artaxerxes, 8 the lord pri- 
mate ^Djber, moved by fo great an authority, follows him in this matter, 
and to make it accord with the other tranfaftions of thofe times, takes 
nine years from the reign of Xerxes, and adds them h to the two follow- 
ing reigns, making Xerxes to end his reign nine years fooner, and Artax- 
erxes to begin his reign nine years fooner, than any other author fays. 
Hereby the learned primate doth exceedingly help his hypothefis of the 
computation of the feventy weeks of Uaniefs prophefy, and that,no doubt, 
induced Mm' to prefer Che authority of Thucydides before all others in this 
particular. -For- if we put the twentieth year of Artaxerxes Longimanus 
(from whence he reckohsthe beginning of thefe feventy weeks) nineyears 
higher than others do, the middle of the Jail week will fall exaftly in with 
the time wfeen GhriJ? wascrucified. And therefore werethe authority of 
Thucydides Sufficient, to jujftify him in this matter, the primate's computa- 
tion Would -appear much more plaufible than now it doth. But '' the canon 
ot Ptolemy, ^Diodorus ■ Qiculus, Tlutarch, Africanus, Eufebius, and all 
others tha t write of thefe times, being againft him herein, it is much more 
probable that Thucydides was out in this particular. For although he be a 
very exaa hiftorianiathe affairs of Greece, of which he profefledly writes, 
yet it is poffibie he might be mitfaken in thofe of <PerJia, which he treats 
of only by the 'by! 

In the : interim, the Athenians having fet out a fleet under the command 
of Gimon, * the fon of Miltiades, conquered Eione on the river Strymon, 
and : other parts of Thrace, and then took in the iflands of Scyrus and 
Nanus, which had revolted from them, and 1 while they were aflaulting 
the ■•kit of thefe* Themiftocles pafled by them in his flight into AJta, and 
difficultly efeaped falling into their hands. 
An o T«e next year after, ^ Gimon failing from Athens with a fleet of two 
Xe'rxls°' hundred fail, paffed over to the coafts of Afia, where having augmented i t 

fXib. i. s Inannilibns v.eteris Teftamenti fui> 311110 Jujiapa? periodi 42,41. 

\. , e,-Totber&gns, of frrtaxerxes, arid bis fan Xftrxes, whom the primate m^aies to reign one year 
after hips. ■- ) far t.befe' authors 'fay that Xe_fxes reigned one arid twenty years, and Artaxerxes 
otic ri J forty; but according to the primate, Xerxes reigned but twelve years, Artaxerxes fifty. 
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with an hundred fail more from the allies, he took in all the maritime 
parts of Caryamd Lycia, driving the Terfians out of all the cities they 
were poffefled of in thofe parts, and then hearing that they had a great 
fleet on the coafts of Tam^hylia, and were alfo drawing down thither as 
great an army by land for fome expedition, he haftned thither with two 
hundred and fifty of his belt fhips in queft of them ; and finding their fleet 
confifting of three hundred apd fifty fail at anchor, in the mouth of the ri- 
ver Eurymedon, and their land-army encamped on the fliore by, he firft af- , 
faulted their Fleet, which being foan put to the r,put, and having no other 
way to flee but up the River, were all taken, every flfip of them, and twen- 
ty thoufand men in them, the reft having either efcaped to land, or been 
flain in the fight. After this, while his forc es were thus flufhed with fu<> 
cefs, he put them alhore and fell upon thelandrarmy, and overthrew them 
alfo with a great flaughter ; whereby he got two great victories in the farne 
day, of which one was equal to that of Salam.is, and the other to that of "fila- 
taa. And having gotten information that there [were eighty more ^h</e r 
nician lhips coming to join the Terfian fleet, he furprized them in harbour 
before they had any notice of the late defeat, ; and deftrOyed every fhip of 
them, and all the men on board were either drowned or flain in the fight. 
After which fuccefs Cimou returned home in great triumph, and very much 
enriched and adorned Athens, with the fpoils got in this expedition. 

The next year n Cimou failed %Qifoe.IfeJjefi>pttt t and falling on theTer- ^»-4<S9- 
Jians who had taken pofleflion of the Thracian Cherfpyefys drove them *" xes 
out thence, and fubjefted their country again to the Athenians, though 
in truth (it having been the principality 0 of ■ his father Affftiades) he had 
the beft right to it himfelf. After this, he fabdued ;the Thefiaps whoh.ad 
revolted from the Athenians, and then, landing his. army on the oppqfite 
Ihore of Thrace, he feized all the gold mines on. thofe coalls, and brought 
under him all that countrey as far as Macea'pn, and thereby; opened a "way 
for the conquering of that realm alfo, woujd he have pgr fued the oppor- 
tunity. For ' the omitting of which he was afier,Varjds on his return brought 
to trial for his life before the Afhfui^s, as ji\ he had been corrupted by 
the Macedonians to fpare them* and hardjy efcaped being condemned 
for it. i 

XERXES being at laft daunted, and Wholly difcouraged by the con- 
tinued feries of fo many loffes and defeats, #aye over all thoughts of any 
longer carrying on the Grecian war, and therefore from this time "> no mor,e 
of his fliips were feen in the Mgean fea, or any of his forces on .thecpafts 
adjoining to it, all the remainder of his reign. 

After this, Xerxes giving himfelf wholJ.y up to luxury and eafe, mm- a». 4^.. 
ded nothingbut the gratifyingpf his pleasures- and his Jufts, whereby grow- Xerx ' JS 
ing into contempt with the people, r Artabaiws, >the captain of his guards* 2 ' ' 
and one who had been long in prime favour and authority withihim, , c p n _ 
fpired againft him, and having drawn Mifbiydafes, one ; of his eunuchs, 
that was his chamberlain, into th.e plot, by his means got into his bed- 
chamber, and there flew him while he flep'tan his bed ; and then going 
to Artaxerxes, his third fon, acquainted him of the murder, and accufed 
'Darius his elder brother to be the author of .it, telling him .that it w,as 

" Plutarchus in Gimone. .? Herodot; lib. <S- p Rlutarchtts in.Cimojap. 
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done to make his way to the throne, and that it was his defign to cut him 
off next to fecure himfelf in it, and that therefore it behoved him to 
look to himfelf. All which Artaxerxes, as being then a very young man, 
raftily believing without any farther examination to be true, and being irri- 
tated thereby in fuch a manner as Artabanus intended, went immediately 
to his brother's apartment, and there, by the aflittance of ArtabanusixA 
his guards, flew him alfo. And this he did, as he thought, by way of juft 
revenge for the death of his father, and for the fecuring of his own fafe- 
ty, being impofed on and deceived by the craft of the tray tor, who exci- 
ted him hereto . The next heir was Hyjlafpes the fecond fon of Xerxes, but 
he being abfent in Batfria, of which province he was governor* Artaba- 
nus took Artaxerxes, as being next at hand, and put him on the throne ; 
but with defign to let him fit on it no longer than till he had formed a par- 
ty ftrong enough to feize it for himfelf. He having been long in great 
authority had made many creatures, and he had alfo feven fons, all grown 
up to be men of robuil bodies, and advanced to great dignities in the 
empire, and his confidence in thefe was that which put his ambition on this 
defign ; but while he was haftning it to a conclufion, Artaxerxes having 
got a full difcovery of the whole plot by the means of Megabyzus, who 
had married one of his fitters, was before- hand with him in a counter- 
plot, and cut him off before histreafon was fully ripened for execution; 
whereby having fecured himfelf in thorough pofleffion of the kingdom, 
he held it forty one years. 

H e is faid to have been e the handfomeft perfon of the age in which he 
lived, and to have been a prince "of a very mild and generous difpofiti- 
on ; he is called by the Greek hiftorians Mascop^ei^ or Longimanus* (i. e. 
the long-handed) w by reafon of the more than ordinary length of his 
hands ; for they were fo long, that on his Handing upright he could touch 
his knees with them. But in fcripture be hath the name of Ahafuerus as 
well as that of Artaxerxes+and was the fame who had EJiher for his Queen. 
I acknowledge there are two very great men whofe opinion differ from 
me herein, archbilhop DJher, and Jofejth Scaliger. 

The former x holdeth that it was Darius Hyjlajpis that was the King 
Ahafuerus who married EJiher, and that Atojfa was the Vajhti, and Ar- 
tyjlona the EJiher of the holy fcriptures. But all what is faid of thofe per- 
fons by the hiftorians that have written of them, is wholly inconfiilent here- 
with. For Herodotus pofitively tells us, that Artyjlona 1 was the daughter 
of Cyrus, and therefore lhe could not be EJiher ; and that * Atojfa. had 
four fons by Darius befides Daughters, all born to him by her after he was 
King, and therefore lhe could not be that Queen Vajhti, who was divor- 
ced from the King her husband *in the third year of his reign, nor he 
that Ahafuerus that divorced her. Furthermore Atojfa is faid to have had 
that predominant intereft with Darius, even to the time of his death, 
that it was by her means, that in the laft aft of his life> b he was influent 
ced to fettle the fucceffion of his crown on Xerxes her fon, to the dilin- 
heriting of all his elder fons, who were born to him by a former wife ; 
whereas the Ahafuerus of the book of EJiher, had removed Vajhti both 
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from his bed and from his preferice by 'an unalterable decree, and there- 
fore never could admit her again to either all his life after. That which 
chiefly induced the learned archbifhop to be of this opinion was, that 
whereas it is faid of Ahafuerus A 'vsx the book of Efther, that he laid a tribute 
upon the land, and upon the ifles, c the fame is alfo faid of Darius Hy~ 
ftafj>is by Herodotus ; and therefore he thought that they were both the 
fame perfon. But Strabo, who is an author of as good if not better cre- 
dit, attributeth this to f Longimanus. It mnft be acknowledged that in 
the printed copies which we now have of that author, it is read Darius 
Longimanus in the place which I refer to. But the title Longimanus, and 
the defcription of the perfon after in that place added, can belong to none 
but to the Artaxerxes whom we now fpeak of; and therefore it is ma- 
nifeft, that there Darius is put infiead of Artaxerxes by the corruption 
of the text. 

SCALIGE It's opinion is, B th&tXerxes was the Ahafuerus^ andLHa- 
meftrishis Queen the Efther of the holy fcriptures. His main reaf oh /or 
it is the fimilitude that is between the names of Hameftris and Eftfoer. But 
how much more the diflimilitude of their characters proves the contrary 
hath been already fhewn ; and what will be hereafter faid of her dealing 
with Inarus, and the Greeks taken with him in Egypt, and her frequent 
adulteries will be a farther confirmation of it. furthermore it appears 
from h Herodotus, that Xerxes had a fon by Hameftris, that was marriage- 
able in the feventh year of his reign, and therefore it is impoffible fhe 
could be Efther. For Efther was not marryed to Ahafuerus 1 till the fe- 
venth year of his reign, nor could poffibly have been taken into his bed 
fooner than two years before. For according to the facred hiflory fc it was 
the fourth year of Ahafuerus, when the choice of virgins was made for 
him, and a 1 whole year being imployed in the purifications, whereby they 
were prepared for his bed, fhe could not be called thither till the fifth 
year of his reign ; and therefore the fixth was the fooneft that fhe could 
have a fon by him-. Befides, Artaxerxes the third, fon of Hameftris " be- 
ing grown up to the. flate of a man at the death of his father, (which 
hapned in the twenty firfl year of his reign) he ; muff have been born be- 
fore the fixth year of his reign. All which put together do fufficiently 
prove, how muchfoever the names Efther arid Hameftris may be alike, the 
perfons could not be the fame. 

But there being no fuch objections as to Artaxerxes Longimanus, it is 
mofl probable that he was the perfon. 'Fhe ancienteft and belt evidences 
that can be had of this matter:, are from the Greek verfion of the fa- 
cred text called the feptuagint, the apocryphal additions to the book of 
Efther, and Jofephus, and all thefe agree for Artaxerxes Longimanus. For 
Jofephus ° pofitively tells us it was he ; and the feptuagint through the 
whole book of Efther, wherever the Hebrew text hath Ahafuerus, tran- 
{l&te Artaxerxes; and the apochryphal additions to that book every where 
call the husband of Efther Artaxerxes, who could be none other than Ar- 
taxerxes Longimanus. For there are feveral circumftances related of him 
both in the canonical and apocryphal Efther, which can by no means be 
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applicable to the other Artaxerxes called Mnemot:. And Severut SitJpi- 
tins, and many other writers, as well of the ancients as the moderns, come 
alio into this opinion. And the extraordinary" favour and kindnefs, which 
Artaxerxes Longimanus (hewed the Jcjus, beyond all the other Kings that 
reigned infPrr/ftf, tirft in fending Exra, and after Nebemiab, for the re- 
pairing of the broken affairs of that people in Judab and Jerujalem, and 
the reltoringof them again to their ancient profperity, is what can fcarce 
be accounted for on any other rcafon, but that they had in his bofom fuch 
a powerful advocate as Eftber to folicitcfor them. But thefeand the other 
tranfaftions of this King will be thefubjeet of the next enfuing book. 

• There were tata fiber Ki*£t tf Pcrfta thus Jbewed kiuduefs t» tbt Jews, Cyrus uud Darius Hjr- 
Oifyli. Eutbtf tbemgruutedu decree iuftvaur tf tte Jews, but Atuxetxeiwut beytud tbem bttb. 
For begruuteJ tvt> decree/, by virtue eftubieb bttb tbt tcelefitflituluudptliticdlfljte if the Jews were 
tber)*&kty reJhreJ, and tlerefere xubere (be Serif ture msmei tbtfe Kiugi tf Per fa, byvtbtfe frvturtbit 
refln utitu o>ju mudr, be it turned umtug tbem in tbt trder tu be reigned. Ftr it itftid (Etra W. 1 4.) 
that this was done by the commandment of Cyrmt, Duriui, and Artuxtrxtt, \. e. Cyrus the fimmder 
tftbe Perftan empire, Darius Hyftafpis, uud Artaxerxes Longimanus. Ftr tf ibefe, atdutne tber, 
it tbt text undoubtedly f be underflttd, uud mt dtubt viben tbt tburtb uud flute were refitted^ much 
tuut dtneftr tbt reft erst in tf tbt ttmftt ulfi. 
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BOOK V- 

^ ^^^^ ^^^gi? TA XE RXES having by the death of Artabanus re- ah. 464; 
ii„^?^^^Bl moved one grand obilacle to his quiet poiTeffing of the Artax " 
Ik^^m^Wi throne ' hadffi11 two others to ftruggle with, his brother 6 "" 1 ' 
A^.^^ji Hyftafpes'm Ba£fria,an& Artabanus^ party at home. And 

this laft being nearer!: at hand gave him the firfi: trouble. 

tor * although Artabanus was dead, he had left behind 
l^few^ SSeP him feven fons, and , many partifans, who immediately 
jgathered together to revenge his death ; whereon a fierce conflict enfued 
between them, and thofe who flood by Artaxerxes, in which many noble 
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Terfians were flain ; but at length Artaxerxes having prevailed did cut off 
all that were concerned in this confpiracy; and efpecially he took afigna! 
revenge of every one of thofe who had an hand in the murther of his fa- 
ther, and particularly of the eunuch Mithridates that betrayed him* whom 
he caufed to be boated to death. The b manner of this punifliment was 
thus: The perfon condemned to it being laid on his back in a boat, and 
having his hands ftretched out and tied faft to each fide of it, had another 
boat put over him, his head only being left out thorough a place made fit 
for it. In this pofture they fed him, till the worms which were bred in the 
excrements, that he voided as he thus lay, did eat out his bowels, and fo 
caufed his death, which was ufual this way twenty days in effecting, the 
criminal lying all this while in exquifite torments. 

A R TA XERXES having mattered this difficulty, was at leifure to 
fend an army into Ba£iria c againlf his brother. But there he did not 
meet with fo eafy fuccefs, d for a fierce battel enfuing, tho' Hyjla/pes did 
not get the victory, yet he did fo well make good his ground, that no ad- 
vantage was gotten againft him, but both armies parted with equal fuccefs, 
and each retired to make better preparations for a fecond encounter. 
^.463. But the next year 'Artaxerxes having drawn together a much ftron- 
mai S er arm y> as having the greateft part of the empire at his devotion, over- 
powered Hjyfta/pes,znd utterly overthrew him in a fecond battel ; where- 
by having removed all difficulties and oppofitions, he now became fully 
pofleffed of the whole empire, f and the better to fecure himfelf in it, he 
removed all thofe governors of cities and provinces, of whom he had any 
fufpicion, that they had been concerned with, or any way well affecled to 
either of the parties which he had fupprefled, and put into their places 
onlyfuch as he had a thorough confidence in. After this he did fet himfelf 
to reform all the abufes and diforders of the government, whereby he 
gained to himfelf much credit and authority throughout all the provinces 
of the empire, and thoroughly eftablifhed himfelf in the affections of the 
people, wherein lyeth the fureft interefl of princes. 
Ami 62 ' After Artaxerxes had obtained thefe fuccefles, and thereby firmly 
:rxe S 3 . fettled himfelf m the peaceable poffeffion of the whole TerJFan empire, ■ he 
appointed a folemn rejoycing on this account, and caufed it to be celebra- 
ted in the city of Shujhan or Sufa'va. feaftings and fhews, for the term of 
an hundred and eighty days, on the conclufion of which he made a great 
feaft for all the princes and people that were then in Shttjban. for feven 
days. KvAVajhti the Queen, at the fame time, made a like feaft in her apart- 
ment for the women. On the feventh day the King's heart being merry with 
wine, he commanded his feven chamberlains to bring Queen Vajbti before 
him, with the crown royal on her head, that he might fhew to the prin- 
ces and people her beauty ; for ihe was exceeding fair. But for her thus 
to fhew herfelf in fuch an afTembly being " contrary to the ufage of the 
<Perfians, and appearing to her (as indeed it was) very undecent, and 
much unbecoming the modefty of a lady, as well as the dignity ofher-fltf- 
tion, fhe refufed to comply herewith, and would not come ;■ whereon the 
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King being very much incenfed, called his feven counfellors to take advice 
with them about it, who fearing this might be of ill example through the 
whole empire, in encouraging women to contemn and difobey their huf- 
bands, advifed that the King Ihould put Vafliti away for ever from him, 
and give her royal ftate to another that ihould be better than fhe ; and by 
his royal edict give command throughout the whole empire, that all wives 
Ihould pay honour and obedience to their husbands, and that every man, 
fhould bear rule in his own houfe. Which advice pleafing the King, he 
commanded it accordingly to be put in execution, and Vajhti never more 
after that came again, into the King's prefence. For the decree whereby fhe 
was removed from him was regiftred among thelaws of the Medes and T'erji- 
ans, and therefore it could never again be altered. After this, orders were 
given out through the whole empire, for the gathering together to the pa- 
lace at Shitjban all the fair virgins in every province, that out of them one 
might be chofen, whom the King mould beft like, to be made Queen in 
her place.' 

At the time when this collection of virgins was made, there lived in Ja.461. 
Shujhan a certain Jew named Mordecai, who was of the dependents' of Artax_ 
thole who had been carried captive to Babylon w?th Jecomab King of Ju- erxc54 ' 
dab, and by his attendance at the King's gate feems to have been one of 
the porters of the royal palace. He having no children, did breed upiXz- 
dajfab his uncle's daughter, and adopted her for his own. This young wo- 
man being very beautiful and fair, was made choice of among other vir- 
gins on this occallon, and was carried to the King's palace, and there com- 
mitted to the care of Hegai the King's chamberlain, who was appointed to 
have the cuftody of thefe virgins ; whom fhe pjeafed fo well by her good 
carriage, that he fhewed her favour before alt the other virgins under his 
care ; and therefore he afligned her the beft apartment of the houfe,' arid 
provided her of the firft with thofe things that were requifite for her puri- 
fication. For the cuftom was, that every virgin thus taken into the palace 
for the King's ufe, was to go through a courfe of purification, by Tweet 
oils and perfumes, for a whole year ; and therefore Hadajfab having been 
by the favour of the chamberlain of the earlieft provided with thefe things, 
was one of the firft that was prepared and made ready for the King's bedi 
and therefore was one of the fooneft that was called to it. 

The term therefore of her purification being accomplifhed, her turn An. 460. 
came to go in unto the King, who was fo well pleafed with her that he Artax- 
often again called for her by name, which he ufed not to do, but to erx " s ' 
thofe only of his women whom he was much delighted with. From this 
time fhe feems to have had the name of EJther, for it is of a Terjian ori- 
ginal ; the fignification of it is not now known. 

Th e k Egyptians being very impatient of a foreign yoke, in order to 
deliver themfelves from it rebelled againtt Artaxerxes, and making Tnarits 
prince of the Libyans their King, called in the Athenians to their ailift- 
ance, who having then a fleet of two hundred fail at Cyprus gladly laid hold 
of the invitation, and forthwith failed for Egypt, looking on this as a fa- 
vourable opportunity for the crufhing of the Terjian power, by driving 
them out of that countrey. 
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ARTAX ERX ES, on the hearing of this revolr, 'made ready an ar- 
my of three hundred thoufand men for the fupprefling of it, purposing 
himfelf to march into Egypt at the head of them ; but being difluaded 
from hazarding his perfoninthis expedition, he committed it to the care 
of Achamenides, one of his brothers. m Herodotus and " Diodorus Siculus 
fay, that it was Achamenes the brother of Xerxes, and uncle of Artax- 
erxes, the fame who afore had the government of Egypt in the beginning 
of the reign of Xerxes, that had the conduct of this war, but herein they 
were deceived by the fimilitude of the names. For it appears by Ctejlas, 
that he was the fon of Hameftris^ whom Artaxerxes fent with this arm/ 
into Egypt. 

A».*p. ACHM MENIT>ES being arrived in Egypt with his numerous ar- 
erxes X <5 m Y> encamped on the river Nile. In the interim "the Athenians having 
beaten theTerfian fleet at fea, and deftroyed or taken fifty of their mips, 
failed up the Nile, and having landed their forces under the command of 
Charitimis their general, joined Inarus and the Egyptians ; whereon fal- 
ling on Achamenides with their joint forces they overthrew him in a great 
battel, killing an hundredjthoufandofhismen, and among them Achame- 
-nides himfelf. The remainder fled to Memphis, where the victors pur- 
fuing them took two parts of the town ; but the Terjians fecuring them- 
felves in the third, called the White Wall, which was by much the largeft 
and the ftrongeft part, there fuffered a fiege of near three years ; during 
all which time they valiantly defended themfelves againft their aflailants, 
till at length they were fuccoured by thofe who were fent to their relief. 
An. 4y 8. AR TAXE R XE S having received an account of the defeat of his ar- 
Artax- my j n Egypt, and what part the Athenians bore in the effecting of it, in 
erX " 7 ' order to divert their forces from being thus employed againft him, f he fent 
an embaflador to the Lacedamonians, with great fums of money, to induce 
them to make war upon the Atheniaits, but they not being by any means 
to be wrought to it, Artaxerxes refolyed to endeavour this diverfion ano- 
ther way, by fending himfelf an army into Attica with TheWiifiocles at the 
head of it ; which he thought could not fail of making them recal their 
forces out of Egypt, becaufe then they would need them at home for their 
own defence. And* 1 accordingly orders were fent to Themijiocles to pre- 
pare for the expedition, and an army and a fleet was drawing towards the 
Ionian coail, to be committed to his conduct for this purpofe. ButThe- 
miftocles not knowing how to decline the command, by reafon of the great 
benefits he had received from the King, and the promifes he had made of 
fervinghim on any fuch occafion ; and, on the other hand, abhorring the 
bringing of a war upon his countrey ; to extricate himfelf from this difficulty 
refolved to put an end to his life ; and therefore inviting all his friends toge- 
ther, and having facrificed a bull, he drank a large draught of his blood, and 
fo died. But ' there are others that fay this was done not fo much out of a love 
to his countrey, as out of a fear of encountring the valour and good fortune 
of Cimon, who being then general of the Athenians carried victory with 
him wherever he went. But had this been all the matter, fo wife and va- 
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liant a man would have feen enough in this cafe not to have run upon fo 
fatal arefolution. It'spoflible he might have beaten Cimon ; if not, it would 
have been time enough for him to havefalved his credit this way, by dy- 
ing in battel when vanquilhed, and therefore he needed not to have an^ 
ticipated it by a poifonous draught. In r the interim Artabazus governor 
of Cilicia, and Magabyzus governor of Syria were ordered to get ready 
an army for the relief of thole who were befieged in the White Wall, and 
for the carrying on of the Egyptian war- This 1 Megabyzus was the fon 
of Zopyrus, and had been one of the generals that commanded in the ar- 
my which Xerxes led into Greece, whofe daughter Amytis he had marry- 
ed; but me having very much abufed his bed by her frequent adulteries, 
which jhe was very infamoufly addidted to, he grew very much difgufted 
at it, and that not only with her, but alfo with the whole royal family, 
where perchance fhe found too much countenance in her crime, efpecial- 
ly from her mother, who was as infamoufly guilty of it as herfelf. This 
induced Artabanus to communicate to him the plot which he had contrived 
againft the life of Artaxerxes after the murder of his father, hoping while 
he was under this difcontent to draw him into his party. But Megaby- 
tes abhorring the treafon made difcovery of the whole to Artaxerxes* 
and gave him that counfel, which put him in the way to get rid of this 
danger. And after the death of Artabanus, he headed the King's forces 
againft the partizans of the traitor ; and it was chiefly by his valour and 
conduct that they were fupprefled, and Artaxerxes fecured on the. throne, 
and in the accomplifhing of this he received a dangerous wound, of which 
he very difficultly recovered. By all which merit he very defervedly ob- 
tained the firfl: place in the King's favour, and therefore was chiefly con- 
fided on in this important commiflion for the reduftion of Egypt; 

In the beginning of this year ' Ezra obtained of King Artaxerxes and 
hisfeven chief counfellors, a very ample commiflion for his return to Je- 
rufalem, with all his nation that were willing to accompany him thither, 
giving him full authority there to reftore and fettle the ftate, and reform 
the church of the Jews, and to regulate and govern both according to 
their own laws. This extraordinary favour not being likely to have been 
obtained but by forrie more than ordinary means, it feems to have been 
granted at the follicitation of EJiher, who was now become the beft be- 
loved of all the King's concubines, though not yet advanced to the digni- 
ty of Queen. For it was w ufual for the Kings of Terjia, on fome par- 
ticular days and occafions, to allow their women to ask what boons 
they pleafed, and upon fome fuch time or occafion it's moft likely EJiher 
by the direction of Mordecai, though fhe had not yet difcovered her 
kindred and nation, asked this of the King. This Ezra was of the de- 
pendents of Seraiab the high-prieft, who was flain by Nebuchadnez~ 
zar, when he burnt the temple and city of Jerufalem. That he was 
the immediate fon of Seraiah is wholly improbable ; forfuppofing him to 
have been but one year old at the death of this Seraiah, he muft now have 
been one hundred and thirty and two, and x yet we find him alive in the 
time of Nehemiah fifteen years after, when according to this account he 
muft have been one hundred forty and feven years old, tho' he was then 
of that vigour as to bear the fatigue of reading the law for a whole fore- 
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noon together to all the people of the Jews, which is a thing wholly un- 
likely in thofe days ; and therefore where he is faid to be the fon of Se- 
ralab, it mutt be underftood in that large fenfe, wherein commonly-in 
Scripture any defcendent is faid to be the fon of any anceftor from whom 
he was derived ; and we need feek no farther for an inftance of this than 
the very text, where Ez.ru is faid to be the fon of Seraiah. For in the 
fame place Azartah is faid to be fon of Meraioth, though there were y fix; 
between. As Ezra was a very holy, fo alfo was he a very learned man, and 
efpecially he was very excellently skill'd in the knowledge of the-holy fcrip- 
tures, and therefore he is faid to have been a very ready fcribe in the 
law of God, which he was fo eminent for, that Artaxerxes * takes parti- 
cular notice of it in his commiffion. * He began his journey from Babylon 
on the firft day of the firft month called Nifan, (which might fall about 
the middle of our March) and having halted at the river of Ahava till the 
reft of his company was come up to him, he there in a folemn fait recom- 
mended himfelf and all that were with him to the divine protection, and 
then on the twelfth day fet forward for Jernfalem, where they all fafely 
arrived on the firft day of the fifth month, having fpentfour whole months 
in their journey from Babylon thither. On his arrival he delivered up to 
the temple the offerings which had been made to it by the King and his 
nobles, and the reft of the people of Ifrael that flayed behind, which a- 
mounted to an hundred talents of gold, with twenty bafons of gold of the 
value of a thoufand * Darks, and fix hundred and fifty talents of filver, 
with vefiels of filver of the weight of an hundred talents more. And then 
having communicated his commiffion to the King's lieutenants and gover- 
nors throughout all Syria and Talefline, he betook himfelf to the execu- 
ting of the contents of it ; whereby h he was fully impowered to fettle 
both the church and the ttate of the Jews according to the law otMo/es, 
and to appoint magistrates and judges to punifh all fuch as fliould be re- 
fractory, and not become obedient to it, and that not only by imprifon- 
ment and confifcation of goods, but alfo with baniihment and death, ac- 
cording as their crimes fhould be found to deferve. And all this power 
Ezra was inverted with, and continued faithfully to execute it for the 
fpace of thirteen years, ti\\ T Nehemiah arrived with a new commiffion from 
the Terjian court for the fame work. 

E STHER c growing farther ftillin the King's favour, and gaining his 
affection beyond all the reft of his women, he advanced her to higher ho- 
nour, and on the tenth day of the tenth month, which falls about the end 
of our year, did put the royal diadem upon her head, and declared her 
Queen in the ftead of Vajbti ; and thereon made a folemn feaft for his 
princes and fervants, which was called EJiher's feaft, and in honour of her 
at the fame time made a releafe of taxes to the provinces, and gave dona- 
tives and prefents to all that then attended him,, according to the gran- 
deur and dignity of his royal eftate ; which gave Ezra the greater encou- 
ragement under her protection and patronage to go on with the work of 
reforming and fettling the Jewjjh church and ftate in Judea and Jerufa- 
lem, which he had there undertaken. 

And from his entring on this work the beginning of the feventy weeks 
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of the famous prophecy, which is delivered to us in the ix !h chapter of "Da- 
niel concerning the coming of the Mejfiah, is to be computed. The words 
of the prophefy in our Engli/b tranflation are as followeth. 

Ver. 2,4. S ' EV E NTT weeks are determined upon thy people, and upon 
thy holy city, to finijh the tranfgrejfion, and to make an end of fins, and to 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlajling righteoufhefi, 
and to fealup the vifion and prophejy, and to anoint the moft holy. Ver. z?. 
Know therefore and underftand, that from the going forth of the command- 
ment to reftore and to build Jerufalem unto Melliah the Tr inch, Jhall be fe- 
ven weeks, and three fcore and two weeks the Jireet Jhall be built again, and 
the wall even in troublous times. Ver. z6. And after threefcore and two 
weeks Jhall MeQiah be cut off, but not for himfelf, and the people of the 
^Prince that Jhall come Jhall defray the city a?id the fancluaryi and the end 
thereof Jhall be with a flood, and to the end of the war defolations are de- 
termined. Ver. 17. And he Jhall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week, and in the midft of the week he Jhall caufe the facrifice and the obla- 
tion to ceafe, and for the overfpreadingof abominations he Jhall make it de- 
flate, even until the Confummation, and that determined Jhall be poured 
out upon the defolate. 

And it being of great moment for the conviction of Jews and other 
infidels, who reject the faith of Chrift, to have this prophefy well cleared 
and made out, in order hereto it is to be obferved, 

I. Th at this prophefy doth relate primarily and efpecially to the Jews. 
For it exprefleth the time that was determined upon the people of Daniel, 
that is, the Jews, and upon the holy city, that is, Jerufalem, the whole 
of which was feventy weeks ; that is, that this was the time which God had 
fore-ordained and determined upon the Jews for their being his peculiar 
people, and upon Jerufalem for its being his holy city, after the expirati- 
on of which an end being to be put to the Mofaic oeconomy* they fhould be 
no longer God's peculiar people, and the worlhip which he had etfabliihed 
at Jerufalem being to be aboliih'd, that city mould be no longer a city ho- 
ly unto him. 

II. That thefe feventy weeks are weeks of years. For among the Jews 
as there were fabbatical days, whereby their days were divided into weeks 
of days, fo there were d fabbatical years, whereby their years were divided 
into weeks of years, and this laft fort of weeks is that which is here men- 
tioned, fo that every one of the weeks of this prophefy contains feven 
years* and the whole number of feventy weeks contain four hundred and 
ninety years, at the end whereof this determined time expired ; after which 
the Jews were no more to be the peculiar people of God, nor Jerufalem 
his holy city, becaufe then the oecohomy which he had eitabliflied among 
them was to ceafe, and the wdrlhip which he had appointed at Jerufalem, 
was wholly to be abolifhed. And, 

III. All this was accomplilhed at the death of Cbrift. For then the 
Jewijh church, and the Jewijh worfhip at Jerufalem were wholly abo- 
lifhed, and the chriftian church and the chriftian worlhip fucceeded in their 
ftead ; then the time Which was determined upon the Jews for their be- 
ing God's peculiar pedple, and upon Jerufalem for its being his holy city,' 
being fully expired, thenceforth began the kingdom of the Mejfiah, and 
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inftead of the Jews all the nations of the world were called thereunto, and 
inftead of Jerufalem every place through the whole earth, where God 
fhould be worihipped in fpirit and in truth was made holy unto him. And 
therefore then the feventy weeks of this prophefy mull have their ending. 
For they were determined and decreed for this purpofe, and therefore in 
this they mult have their conclufion. And this all the events which are 
in this prophefy predicted to be brought to pafs at the conclufion of thefe 
weeks, do neceffarily prove. In the xxiv' 1 ' verfe we have fix of them, for 
the accomplilhing of which thefe feventy weeks are there faid to. be de- 
termined ; and therefore at the accomplilhing of them thefe weeks muft 
have their ending. They are thefe following, i% To finijh (or'reftrain) 
tranfgreffion ; To ( make an end of fi?is ; 3*, To make s (expiation or) 
reconciliation for iniquity ; 4' h , To bring in everlafting righteoufnefs ; 
5-", To feal up (or h complete and fulfil) -vifion andprophejy; and 6' h , To 
anoint the moft holy. And all thefe were accomplifhed in that great work 
of our falvation, which Chrift our Lord undertook for us, and fully com- 
pleted by his death and paffion, and his refurreftion from the dead. For 
being born without original fin, and having lived without aftual fin, he 
was truly the moft holy of all that bore our nature. And being thereby ful- 
ly fitted for this great work, he was anointed with the Holy Ghoft, and 
with power to be our King, and ourprieft,and our prophet, for the effecting 
and accomplilhing of it. And having as our prieft offered up himfelf a 
facrifice upon the crofs,to make expiation and atonement for all our fins, 
and did thereby make an end of them, by taking away their guilt, and info 
doing he did work reconciliation for us with our God. And having as our 
prophet given unto us his gofpel, the law of everlafting righteoufnefs, which 
Was not a temporary law, as was that of Mojes, but to laft for ever, and 
to be our guide into all righteoufnefs, as long as the world Ihould laft ; and 
alfo having as our King fent his Holy Spirit into our hearts to influence and 
govern us according to this law, he hath done all for us that is neceflary, 
thereby to refrain and extinguijh in us all manner of tranjgrejfjions, and 
fully deliver us from the power of them. And in doing all this he hath 
fealed up, that is fulfilled, and thoroughly finijhed all thai, which by < vi- 
Jions and prephefies had been before revealed concerning him. And there- 
fore all thefe events being thus brought to pafs, and accomplilhed at the 
time of Cbrift's death, this neceffarily determines us there to fix the end 
of thefe weeks, which were appointed for the accomplilhing of them. 

IV. The end of thefe weeks being thus fixed at the death of Chrift, it 
doth neceffarily determine us where to place the beginning of them, that 
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is, four hundred and ninety years before. And therefore the death of 
ChriJIy as moil learned men agree, falling' in the year of the Julian period 
4746, and in the Jewijh month k Nifan, if we reckon four hundred and 
ninety years backward, this will lead us up to the month Ni/an, in the 
year of the Julian period 42.5-6, which was the very year and month 1 in 
which Ezra had his commiffion from Artaxerxes Longimanus King of 
IPerfia, for his return to Jerufalem, there to reftore the church and ftate 
of the Jews. For that year of the Julian period, according to -Ptolemy's 
canon, was the feventh year of that King's reign, '" in which the fcriptures 
tell us his commiffion was granted. The beginning therefore of the fe- 
venty weeks, or four hundred and ninety years of this prophefy, was in 
the month Nifan, of the Jewijh year, in the feventh year of Artaxerxes 
Longimanus King of Terjia, and in the 42.56 th year of the Julian period, 
when Ezra had his commiffion ; and the end of them fell in the very fame 
month of Nifan in the 4746 th year of the Julian period ; in which very 
year, and very month, Chrift our Lord fuffered for us, and thereby com- 
pleted the whole work of our falvation, there being juft feventy weeks of 
years, or four hundred and ninety years from the one to the other. 

V. It's evident from the prophefy it felf, that thefe weeks muft have 
this beginning, that is, from the date of the commiffion granted Ezra. 
For 1^?, They are pinn'd down thereto by an exprefs character in the text ; 
ztidLidly, They cannot agreeably to that, and. other fcriptures, and the au- 
thentic hiftories of the times to which they relate, have it any where elfe. 

And ift, Thefe weeks muft have their beginning from the date of the 
commiffion granted Ezra, becaufe they are pinn'd down thereto by an 
exprefs character in the text, and that character is, the going forth of the 
commandment to reftore and build Jerufalem. For that from thence the fe- 
venty weeks muft have their beginning, " the text is very exprefs; and to 
excite us the more to obferve it, introduceth it with this remarkable pre- 
face, " know therefore and underftand. But this commandment, or decree, 
was that which was granted to Ezra in that commiffion, with which he 
was fent into Judea, in the feventh year of Artaxerxes Longimanus King 
of Terfia ; and therefore from thence the beginning of thefe weeks muft 
commence. For the words in the text, to reftore and build Jerufalem, are 
not to be underftood literally, but figuratively for the reftoring of the ftate 
of the Jews, as well the political as the ecclefiaftical, and the refettling of 
both according to the law of Mofes ; and what is more ufual in prophe- 
fies, than to be given out in figurative expreffions ? and what is more com- 
mon in fcripture, than by Jerufalem to mean the whole political and ec- 
clefiaftical ftate of that people? and for the re-eftabliftiing of both thefe, 
and the fettling of them again upon the former bafis, from whence they 
had been overthrown by the Babylonians, and were not as yet but very 
imperfectly reftored, the commiffion granted to Ezra was very full. For 
0 it gave him thorough power to reftore the law of Mofes, and fully re- 
eftablifli the obfervance of it both in church and ftate, and to appoint ma- 



■ Scaliger de emendatione temporum, lib. 6. p. f6z. Uiherus in annalibus fubanno J. P. 4746. 
Strauchius aliique. k drift fuffered at the time of the paffover, which was always celebrated 

in the middle of the month Nifan. 1 Ezra vii. 9. there it is faid in the firft month, and 
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giftrates and judges to govern the people according to it, and to punifh all 
fuch as ihould be difobedient thereto, either with death, banilhment, im- 
prifonment, or confifcation of goods, according as their crimes fhould be 
found to deferve. And all this Ezra accordingly executed, in manner as 
will hereafter be related. Before his coming to Jerufalem with this com- 
miifion the fcriptures were in a manner loft, the people in a profound ig- 
norance of the law, and the worfhip of God neglected, and every thing 
elfe, both in church and ftate, in great diforder and confufion. But on 
his coming he reftored the fcriptures, inftrufted the people in the law, 
brought the worlhip of God into due order, and proceeded, as long as 
his commiilion lafted, to work a full reformation in all things elfe. And 
after his commiffion was at an end, he gave not over his endeavours here- 
in, but as a prieft, as a skilful fcribe in the law of God, and as president 
of the Sanhedrim, p he ftill carried on the fame work ; and having a fuc- 
ceflor equally zealous in the fame defign, he did as much in it under his 
authority, as formerly he did by his own. So that he hath been efteemed 
as another Mofes, and defervedly reckoned as the fecond founder of the 
Jevoijh church and ftate. And therefore the beginning of this work is a 
noble Epocha, from whence to begin the calculation of thefe weeks, and 
doth moft agreeably accord with the intent and purpofe of this prophefy 
in which they are predicted. For the whole intent and purpofe of it is to 
forefliew and fet forth the age of the reftored church of the Jews* how 
long it was to continue, and when to ceafe and be abolifli'd ; and from 
whence is it more proper to reckon this, than from the time when the 
thorough reftoration of it began ? and this was then only begun, when 
Ezra, by virtue of the commiffion granted to him by Artaxerxes Longi- 
manus King of Terfia, in the feventh year of his reign, did fet about this 
work ; and therefore from hence the computation of thefe weeks, accord- 
ing to the prophefy that predicts them, muft begin. And that this figura- 
tive interpretation of the words, and none other, muft be the true mean- 
ing of them, appears from hence, that they cannot be underftood in a lit- 
teral fenfe. For if they are fo to be underftood, they can be applicable to 
no other reftoring and rebuilding of Jerufalem, than that which was de- 
creed and commanded by Cyrus, at the releafe of the captivity. For this 
prophefy was revealed to Daniel before this releafe, and therefore when 
it is faid therein, that the Epocha of thefe weeks was to begin from the 
going forth of the command or decree to reftore and build Jerujalem, of 
what decree can it be more properly underftood, than of that which Ihould 
firft be granted next after this prophefy for that purpofe, and by virtue 
whereof this city was accordingly rebuilt after its having been deftroyed by 
the Babylonians, and was again re-peopled, and inhabited by the fame 
people who had been its former inhabitans ? And that this was done by 
virtue of Cyrus's decree appears from many places of fcripture. We are 
told in lfaiah (ch.xliv. z8.) that it -was Cyrus, that Jhould fay to Jerufa- 
lem, be thou builti and to the temple, thy foundations /hall be laid. And 
again, (ch. xlv. 13.) it is faid of the fame Cyrus, that God would raife him 
up, and dire£t him that he Jhould build his city, and releafe his captives ; 
where it is to be obferved, that he that releafed God's captives, and laid 
the foundation of the temple* was to betheperfon that was to rebuild Je- 
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rufalem ; fo that he is not only by name, but alfo by this charader and de- 
fcription, plainly pointed out to be the perfon that was to. do this work* 
For that Cyrus did releale the captive Jews who were God's people, and 
that he did no more than lay the foundation of the temple (for it was not 
perfected till in an after-reign) is well known. And therefore, according to 
thefe pafTages of holy fcripture, it muft be he only that did reftore and re- 
build Jerufalem. And fo accordingly it was done by virtue of the decree* 
which he granted for the return of" the Jews thither; For can it be ima- 
gined that Cyrus Ihould grant licenfe for the Jews to return to Jerufalem^ 
and rebuild the temple there, without allowing them to rebuild that city 
alfo ? Ezra plainly tells us, that as foon as the Jews were returned into 
Judea by virtue Of Cyrus's decree, q they difperfed themfelves into, the fe- 
veral cities to which they belonged, and again dwelt in them ; and can it 
be thought that they did not then again rebuild them ? for without rebuild- 
ing of them how could they dwell in them ? And if thofe who belonged to 
the other cities of Judah, rebuilt and dwelt in them again, how can we 
think that thofe who belonged to Jerufalem did not do the fame, and that 
efpecially flnce it was the metropolis of the whole nation, the place where 
the temple flood, where all went up continually to worfhip, and where 
three times a year every male appeared before the Lord at the folemn fe- 
llivals, and where alfo the governor dwelt, where the council fat, and 
all matters of judgment were ultimately decided ? The matter is beyond all 
difpute ; when the Jews on their return rebuilt their other cities, they 
muft then moft certainly have rebuilt Jerufalem alfo. The great concourfe* 
which the reafons I have mentioned conftantly drew thither, muft have 
neceffitated this, had there been no other inducement for It is eafier 
to fuppofe all the reft of the cities of Judah to have been left ftill in their 
rubbiin, after the return of the Jews from their captivity, than that this 
city alone Ihould remain unbuilt. The rebuilding of it is not indeed ex- 
prefsly included in the commiflion of Cyrus. As we have it recorded in 
the firft chapter of Ezra, that only gives licence to the Jews to rettirn into 
Judea, and there rebuild the houfe of God, which is in Jerufalem. But the 
licence to rebuild the houfe of God, which is in Jerufalem, muft either 
imply a licence to rebuild Jerufalem alfo, or elfe (which feems moft pro- 
bable) Ezra gives us, in the place mentioned, only an abftraft of the chief 
things granted by that licence, and not a recital of the whole, in which 
moft likely many other things, and among them the rebuilding of Jerufa- 
lem, and the other cities of Jtidah, might be fully and exprefsly mentioned. 
For it is certain, by virtue of that licence they had power fo to do, and 
accordingly executed it. For the complaint of the neighbouring nations to 
the Terfian court, againft them that were returned, was, ' that they builded 
Jerufalem, that rebellious and bad city, and had fet up the walls thereof, 
and joined the foundations of it ; and the order from King Artaxerxes (fo 
the Magian, who then reigned, it feems called himfelf) was r to caufe the 
Jews to ceafe, that this city be not builded. However, from the firft of 
Cyrus till the time of this order fourteen years having elapfed, the rebuild- 
ing of Jerufalem had by that time gone a great way. For within two years 
after, we find the prophet Haggai complaining of the Jews at Jerufalem, 
' that they dwelt in cieled houfes, while they let the houfe of God lie wajle* 
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From all this it plainly appears, that Jerufalem, after its having been de- 
ftroyed by the Babylonians, was again rebuilt by virtue of the decree, 
which Cyrus granted in the firft year of his reign for the releafe and re- 
iteration of the Jews. And therefore if thefe words of the prophefy, To 
reftore and build Jerufalem, are to be underftood in a literal fenfe, they can 
be underftood of no other reftoring and building of that city, than that 
which was accompliflied by virtue of that decree, and the computation of 
the feventy weeks muft begin from the granting and going forth thereof. 
But if the computation be begun fo high, the four hundred and ninety 
years of the faid feventy weeks cannot come low enough to reach any of 
thofe events which are predifted by this prophefy. For from the firft of 
Cyrus to the death of Chrijl were five hundred fixty eight years ; and 
therefore if the faid four hundred and ninety years be computed from 
thence, they will be expired a great many years either before the cutting 
off, or the coming of the Meffiah, which ought both to fall within the 
compafs of them, according to the exprefs words of this prophefy. It e- 
vidently therefore follows from hence, that the words of this prophefy, to 
reftore and build Jerufalem, cannot be underftood in a literal fenfe. For the 
fumof the whole argument is thus. If the words are to be underftood in 
a literal fenfe, they muft be underftood of that rebuilding of Jerufalem, 
which was accomplished by virtue of Cyrus's decree, and the computation 
of the feventy weeks, or the four hundred and ninety years thereof, muft 
begin from the going forth or ifluing out of that decree. But it cannot 
begin from thence for the reafon mentioned, and therefore thefe words 
cannot be underftood in a literal fenfe, but muft be interpreted to mean 
figuratively the reftoring and rebuilding the church and ftate of the Jews 
at Jerufalem. And this Ezra effected by virtue of the command or de- 
cree, which was granted to him for this purpofe in the feventh year of 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, and therefore here the beginning of thefe weeks 
muft be placed ; and this willbe farther proved if we confider, 

idly, That it -can be placed no where eWe, fo as to make the ending 
comport with the intent and purpofe of the prophefy, and the accomplifli- 
mg of the events predicted by it. For there were four commandments or 
decrees iffued out by the Kings of'Terfa in favour of the Jews, from one 
of which, according to the exprefs words of the prophefy, the computati- 
on of thefe weeks is to be begun % the firft 1 granted by Cyrus in the firft 
year of his reign, the • fecond by 'Darius about the fourth year of his reign, 
the third " by Artaxerxes to Ezra in the feventh year of his reign, and 
w the fourthby the fame Artaxerxes to Nehemiak in the twentieth year ofhis 
reign. Butthis computation could not begin from that ofCyrns,nox from that 
of Darius, nor from that of the twentieth of Artaxeres, and therefore it 
muft begin from this of the feventh of Artaxerxes grantedto Ezra. That it 
could not begin from any of the other threelmallftiewm their order. 

And i/, As to the decree of Cyrus, the four hundaed and ninety years 
Of thefe weeks cannot be computed from thence for the reafon already 
faid, that is, becaufe if they begin from thence they cannot by a great 
many years reach the events predicted by this prophefy, and therefore 
none, Who underftand this prophefy to relate either to the cutting offer 
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the coming of the Meffiah, do begin them from hence. For according 
to this computation no chronology can ever reconcile them to either of 
them. 

xdiy, Neither can the computation of thefe weeks be begun from the 
decree granted by Darius. But there having been three Darius's that 
reigned in Terjla, Darius Hyftajpis, Darius Not bus, and Darius Codo- 
mannus, it is to be firft enquired, which of thefe three it was that granted 
this decree ; and then fecondly, it ihall be fliewn, that the computation 
of thefe weeks cannot be begun from it. And firft of thefe three Dari- 
us's, it's certain it could not be Darius Codotnatmus. For if the four 
hundred and ninety years of thefe weeks be reckoned from any part of 
his reign, they will overfhoot all the events predicted by thisprophefyby 
many more years, than they will fail fliort of them if reckoned from the 
firft of Cyrus, and therefore no one hath ever faid, that he was the Dari- 
us that granted this decree. But Scaliger, and many others following his 
authority, have {aid it of Darius Nothus. But there are invincible argu- 
ments againft it, which unanfwerably demonitrate, that it could not be 
Darius Nothus, but itmuft necefiarily be Darius' Hyftajpis, the firft of thefe 
three that reigned in Terjia, and none other, by whom this decree was if- 
fuedout. For he who according to Ezra granted this decree, is the fame 
Darius of whom mention is made x in Haggai and Zechariah, but that 
Darius could not be Darius Not bus, but muft neceftarily be Darius Hv 
fta/pis. For firft from the detraction of the temple of Jerufalem \rf£& 
Cbaldaans to the reign of D-arius Nothus were one hundred fixty and five 
years. But from the deftruction of it to the time of the fecond decree 
by virtue of which the rebuilding of it was finished, were no more than 
feventy years according to the prophet Zeehariah. For we find y in the 
book of his prophefies, that in the fourth year of the fame Darius who 
granted this decree to the Jeass^ (which was alfo the year in which it was 
publifiaed at Jvmfakm) the fafi: of the fifth month, 1 in which they had 
mourned for the deftrucuon of the temple, and the faft of the feventh 
month, * in which they had mourned for the utter defolation of the land 
which had been brought upon it by the .death of Gedaliah, had been ob* 
ferved jull feventy years; and no one can doubt, who thoroughly conft" 
dersthat text, but that their mourning for thefe calamities, had been from 
the very time that they had fuffered them ; and that therefore it could 
not be Darius NtaJms, but it inuft be feme other Darius then reigning 
in <PerJ?a within the reach of the faid feventy years, who granted this de- 
cree ; and that fince the fourth year of Darius Hyftajpis was juft feventy 
years from the time, in which the city and temple of Jemfalew were de- 
ftroyed by the Chaldaans, (as hath been before ofeferved;) this other Da- 
rius' muft neceflarihy be Darius.HyftaJpis. It maft be acknowledged that 
the fame prophet fpeaks alfo in another place of the like number of feven- 
ty years in the fecond of Darius two years before. But thefe were not 
the feventy years of mourning for the deftruclion of the city and temple 

* See Ev.ta v. i. vi. 14. Haggai i. \—\ S . Zech. i.i— 7. and vii.j. .y Zecb vii r 
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of Jerufalem, but. b the fe-venty years in which God had exprejfed his in- 
dignation againft Jerufalem and the cities o/" Judah, which are to be com- 
puted from the time that Nebuchadnezzar c came up againft Judah and 
befieged Jerufalem, for which the Jews failed in the tenth month, and 
this was two years before that city was taken and deftroyed by him. For 
the taking and deltroying of Jerufalem Was in the eleventh year of Zede- 

kiah, but the firft befieging of it was in the ' ninth year of Zedekiah, and 
in the tenth month of that year. But d Scaliger, inftead of being convin- 
ced by this argument, turns it tofpeak for him, and his reafonings upon 
it for this purpofe are, that thefe fafts, which are fpoken of in Zechariah 
' to have been obferved on the fourth and fifth month, and on the 
feventh month, and the tenth month, could not be appointed but by the 
church of the Jews, (by which I fuppofehe meaneth the Sanhedrim, or 
fome other convention of priefts and elders reprefenting that church) but 
neither the Sanhedrim, nor any other convention reprefenting that church, 
could come together, or make any fuch conftitution after the calamities 
which thefe fafts commemorated, till the Jews were returned from their 
captivity, and again fettled in Judah and Jerufalem. And therefore thefe 
fafts could not begin to be obferved, nor the feventy years obferving of 
them, which Zechariah fpeaks of, commence till after that time. But fe- 
venty years from any time after the return of the Jews from the Babylo- 
nijh captivity will carry us much beyond the reign of Darhts Hy/lajpis; 
and therefore it could not be the fourth year of Darius Hyflajpis, bue 
it muft be the fourth year of the Darius, the next of that name reigned 
after him in Ter/ia, (and that was Darius Not husj in which thefe fafts 
were fpoken of by that prophet. But the anfwer to all this is, that there 
was no need of any fuch formal conftitution of the whole Jewijh church 
for the obferving of thefe fafts. The calamities which chey commemora- 
ted, while frelh in memory, might be reafon enough to introduce theufe 
of them by common confent. And if not, yet what ihould hinder, but 
that the priefts and elders might meet together in Babylon while there in 
captivity, and in that place, as well as if they had been at Jerufalem, hold 
conventions for the making of fuch a conftitution? If the book of Baruch 
be to be credited in any thing, f that tells us of fuch a convention in Ba- 
bylon, held there in the time of the captivity, and of a faft appointed by 
it. And we find in the book of Ezekiel, which is of undoubted, becaufe 
of divine authority, that 8 the elders of Ifrael in Babylon met more than 
once to ask counfel of God from the mouth of the prophet. And when 

Sherezer and Regem-Melech came to Jerufalem toask counfel of the pro- 
phets and priefts there, in the name and behalf of the Jews of Babylon, about 
thefe fafts, can we think that they were fent by any other, than a conven- 
tion of the priefts and elders in that place met together for this purpofe ? 
It's certain, that moft of the conftitutions that are now obferved by the 
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Jews, '• were made in the land of Babylon by conventions of their elders 
after the laft deftrucfion of Jerufalem, (for all that are in the Babylonijh 
Gemara were there made,! And why then might not a conftitution for 
thefe fafts be made thefealfo by a like convention, after the firfl: deftru- 
ction of that city ? And why there might not be a Sanhedrim in Babylon 
during the captivity of the Jews I cannot fee. The temple fervice was 
indeed confined to Jerufalem, but the Sanhedrim was no part of it. That 
was a national council, which might be afTembled wherever the nation 
was. And therefore when the whole nation of the Jews was removed 
into the land of Baby loth who can give a reafon why this national council 
fliouldnot be there alfo,and there meet and confult together for the com- 
mon intereft of the nation in that land, as well as they did when they were 
in their own? We are told by the Jewijh writers, that from the time of 
Alexander the Great there was k a Sanhedrim in Alexandria in Egypt* for 
the fake only of a colony of the Jews that was there planted, even while 
Judea and Jerufalem were fully inhabited. And how much more then 
•might there have been one at Babylon, when the whole nation was re- 
moved thither during their captivity in that land? It's plain from hence, 
that in every part of this argument Scaliger begs .his principles, and there- 
fore they can be of no force for the proof of any thing that he would in- 
fer from them. But, fecondly, That the 'Darius who granted this fecond 
decree could not be Darius Nothus, but muft neceflarily be Darius Hy- 
flafbis, will farther appear from the part which Jejhua the high-prieft and 
Zerubbabel the governor aaed in it. For they 1 were the perfons who 
were fent to Jerufalem with the firfl: decree, that which was granted by 
Cyrus, and they alfo "'executed the fecond decree, that which was grant- 
ted by Darius. But if this Darius wete'lDarius Nothus, fuppofing Je- 
jhua to have been forty years old at the granting of Cyrus's decree, (and 
lefs at that time he could not be, he having then " fonsin the work of the 
temple of twenty years old and upward) and fuppoling Zerubbabel to be 
thirty years old, (and a lefs age could not comport with his office; the 
former muft have been one hundred fifty feven, and the other one hun- 
dred forty feven years old, when this fecond decree granted by Darius 
was executed by them, which is utterly improbable. * Scaliger to make 
out the probability of it, brings inftances: of feveral long-livers. I deny not, 
it's poflible one in a century may be founds who may have reached the firfl: 
of thefe ages, that is, that of one hundred fifty feven. For we have had p a 
'par who hath come nigh it, and zjenkinfon who hathoutlived.it. But that 
two together, and collegues in the fame work and bufinefs, Ihould live fo 
long is not likely. But, thirdly, the improbability of this will appear much 
farther if we confider the words fpoken by Godhimfelf in the fecond year 
of this ^Darius, which we have in the fecond chapter of Haggai, ver. 3, 
Who is left among you that faw this houfe in its firfl glory ? And how do 
you fee it now? is it not in your eyes in comparifon of it as nothing? For 



i The Jews had in the land of Babylon three univcrfities, Sora, Naherda* and Pombeditha, where 
they hadtheir publickfchools and ptblick conventions of their principal doctors and learned men, and m 
thefe the confutations that are in the Babylonifh Gemara were all made t k Gemara Hierofol. 

in Succah, fol. ff. Gemara Babylonica in Succah, fol. fit 1 Ezra ii. 2. and iii. 8, fcrV; 

■» Ezra v. 6. Haggai i. 2. Zech. iii. and iv. » Ezra iii. 8, 9. » De emendatione 

temporum,lib.<5. p.603. & in Animadverfionibus ad Chronologica Eufebii fub anno 1497. p.97. 

r Pat lived to the age ofi S z, and Jenlririfon to that of 1 69. See Sir William Temple'; Traas. 

this 



6 



Connection of the History of Part I. 



this text doth plainly exprefs, that fomewere then alive who had feenthe 
firft temple, and well remembred the beauty and glory of it; and there- 
fore if this "Darius were "Darius Nothus, they muft have been of an age 
much more beyond belief, than either that of Jejhua, or that of Zerubba- 
bel above-mentioned. For from the eleventh year of Zedekiah, m which 
the temple was deftroyed, to the fecond of Darius Nothus, hadpafledan 
hundred fixty fix years; and therefore fuppofing thefe perfons, who are 
here faidtohave feenthe fiift temple, and remembred the glory of it, had 
been then feven years old, (which is the loweft that can be allowed for 
fueh a remembring) they muft have been of the age of one hundred fe- 
venty three in the fecond year of Darius Notbus. And who can think it 
likely, that many (as the text feems to exprefs) or any at all, among the 
people, fhould then be found of fo great an age? Scaliger himfelf thinks 
this improbable, and therefore to evade the ftrength of the argument, 
which is from hence brought againft him, q he would turn the words of 
the facred text to fpeak thus, Oh! if any amongyou had feen the glory of 
the firft boufe,&c. But the text will not bear this interpretation. 4^/y,The 
feries of the Kings of Terfia, as mentioned in Ezra, plainly makes the Da- 
rius, who granted this fecond decree in favour of the Jezvs,to be the fourth 
that'reigned in that empire, and the fourth King therein, all agree, was 
•Darius Hyftafpis. For after Cyrus, who was the firft, fucceeded Cam- 
by Tes the fecond, and after him was the Magian the third, and then was 
Darius Hyftaffts the fourth. And in the fame order are thefe Kings men- 
tioned in Ezra, in refpeft to the temple and the rebuilding of it. For ' he 
tells us, that during the reign of Cyrus, though he had granted a decree 
for the rebuilding of the temple at Jerufalem, yet the work was difcoura- 
ged all his reign through the fraud of his officers, corrupted by the bribes 
of the Samaritans ; that in the beginning of the reign of Ahajiterus, who 
next fucceeded (i.e. Cambyfes) the King himfelf, being wrote to,difcoura- 
ged the work, but made no decree againft it, out of refpedr, it's fuppofed, 
to his father's decree, which was for it. But Artaxerxes, the next that 
reigned, (i. e. the MagianJ having no fuch regard to what Cyrus had or- 
dered, made a decree againft the work, whereon it wholly ceafed (which 
it had not done before) for the fpace of r two years, until the fecond year 
of Darius. This Darius therefore muft be Darius Hyjiafpis, and none 
other. For he it was, that was the fourth of thofe Kings that reigned over 
the "Perfian empire. And the prophefy of Daniel (chap, xi.) helps to 
make this out. For there (ver.z.) the words are, There Jhalljlandupyet 
three Kings in Perfia, and the fourth Jb all be far richer than they all, and 
by his ftrength, through his riches, he Jballftir up all againft the realm of 
Grecia. By which it appears, that the four Kings here fpoken of, were 
thofe who were to reign in Terjia, after him that was then reigning. And 
he that was King of Terfia, at that time was Cyrus. And it is from the 
fame words moft manifeft, that the fourth was Xerxes, and therefore ac- 



i De emendatione temporum, lib. 6. p. 663. * Ezra iv. s, 6, 7. 

- { So faith the writer of the firft apocryphal book o/Efdras, ver. 73. And although he be an apocryphal 
■writer, audit in moft things ; where he doth not tranflate from the canonical book of Ezra, ■very fabu- 
lous ; yet in this particular he may well be fuppofed to deliver himfelf according to the received tradi- 
tion of the age in which he lived, and the hijlories then extant, and this was very ancient. For HS 
certain he wrote before Jofephus, and an ancienter evidence than this we cannot have from any wri- 
ter, jineethefcriptures of the Old Teftament, concerning this matter. 
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cording to this place of fcripture, there were between Cyrus and Xerxes 
three Kings in Terfia ; and Herodotus, and other hiftorians fay the fame, and 
thus name them, i. Cambyfes, 2.. Smerdis the Magiau, and 3. 'Darius Hy- 
ftajpis ; and therefore fince the fcripture doth name in the fame order af- 
ter Cyrus thefe three as Kings of Terjia, x.Ahafuerus, 2.. Artaxerxes, and 
3. Darius, no doubt they were the fame perfons, and this Darius, the 
third of them, was he that granted the fecond decree for the' rebuilding 
of the temple at Jerufalem. But againft all this, the fliort time that was 
between the granting of the firft decree by Cyrus, and the fecond year of 
Darius Hyfiaffis, is made an objection ; and they being men of great name, 
who have thought it of weight, it mufl not be paffed over without an an- 
fwer, although otherwife it feems not worthy of any. They urge it thus : 
From the time of the granting of Cyrus's decree to the fecond of Darius 
Hyjiafps, were no more than fixteen years ; and therefore if it were then, 
that therefuming of the work of the temple gave occafion * for the fearch- 
ing of the records for this decree, and it were that Darius, who on the 
finding of the decree granted a confirmation of it, there would then have 
been no reafon for any fuch fearch to have been made at all. For, fay they, 
what need was there of fearching of the records for this decree, before its 
confirmation, after fo fliort a time as that of fixteen years? The thing 
might then have been well enough remembred, without going to the re- 
cords for the proof of it. Darius Hyjia/pis was himfelf (they proceed to 
argue) bred in Cyrus's court, and therefore might himfelf well enough 
have remembred this thing, without ordering the records to be fearched 
for it ; and if not, yet many of his counfellors and courtiers might. And 
therefore from hence they infer, that it could not.be Darius Hyftajpis that 
granted this decree, but it mufl: neceflarily have been another Darius 
reigning after him, in whofe time the granting of Cyrus's decree was 
grown to be a thing pafl the memory of man, and that could be none o- 
ther than Darius Nothus. The whole therefore of this argument goes up- 
on this fuppofition, That publick records are never to be appealed to, but 
for things pafl the memory of man ; than which, what can be more ab- 
furd ? Can any that attend the Chancery here in England remember all the 
grants and decrees that have pafled the feals for fixteen years pafl ? Can 
the chancellor himfelf do this, if he hath been fo long in office? Or if any 
decree be to be made upon the foundation of a former decree, though 
pafled but fixteen days before, will any chancellor, upon memory only, feal 
the latter decree, or pafs any thing in it, without having the former firfl: 
laid before him? Although fome may have a confufed remembrance in ge- 
neral of fome things there tranfa&ed, even for fixteen years pafl, yet amidft 
the variety and multiplicity of bufinefs which pafs in fuch a court, and 
where the quick fucceflion of new matters frequently crowd out of the 
mind all thoughts of thofe that preceded ; whofe memory can be fuffici- 
ent to be depended upon for an exacf account of any thing there decreed* 
without having recourfe to the records, where all is exaftly fet down and 
regiftred ? And how can any thing be there rightly fettled without it ? And 
if this cannot be done for fo fmall a realm as this of England, how could 
it be done for fo large and vaft an empire as that of 'Perfia, ' which was 

, « Ezra vi. * The fcriptures tell us that it reached from India to ^Ethiopia, and contained 

in the time of Cyrus an hundred and twenty provinces, and afterwards f even more were added to them. 
See Daniel vi. 1. «»</Efther i. x. 
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above forty times as large, and therefore muft have afforded occafion for 
grants and decrees forty times as many. It's fcarce poffible to conceive 
how fuch a multitude of things, as muft in this cafe have been decreed and 
granted for all that empire, could have been all diftinftly remembred by 
any one after a Week paft ; and how much lefs after fixteen years ? As to 
the memory of Darius himfelf, Herodotus " tells us, he was but twenty 
years old when Gyrus died, and therefore could not have been above four- 
teen when his decree was granted for the return of the Jews; and what 
could he know or obferve of it at that age ? And as to the courtiers of 
Darius, the argument is not at all ftronger. For is every courtier called 
to be witnefs of all the public afts and decrees of the kingdom? Do all 
fuch know whatever paifeth the royal fignature ! Or rather are they not 
the feweft of all that obferve or take notice of fuch matters ? And if other- 
wife, yet doth not fixteen years ufually make great revolutions in King's 
courts, efpecially in thofe of arbitrary princes, where not only mens places, 
but alio their lives, depend wholly upon will and pleafure, as was moft no- 
toripufly the cafe of the Terjian court at that time ? Cambyfes, who fuc- 
ceeded Gyrus, v cruelly and wantonly, upon freak, humour, and very tri- 
vial occafions only, deftroyed a great many of his father's officers. And 
after him reigned the Magian, who no doubt upon that usurpation provi- 
ded himfelf with fuch a new fett of officers and attendants, as would beft 
ferve to fupport him in it, and conceal the impofture by which he reigned. 
And on his death there being a new revolution, and a new King chofen, 
moft likely this produced another change of officers and minifters at the 
court, and by that time many muft have gone off the ftage by natural death; 
fo that whether any at all, that had been officers in Cyrus's, court, when he 
granted his decree in favour of the Jews, were in Darius's court in the 
fecorid year of his reign then to remember it, and give evidence thereof, 
is at beft very uncertain ; but it's moft likely, that none of them were. 
And therefore nothing that is faid from this head, for the proving that it 
ebuld not be Darius Hyjia/pis that granted the decree above-mentioned, 
can amount to as much as an argument of the loweft probability for it. 
But on the contrary, they who, for the fake of this argument, put the 
granting of this decree as low as the time of Darius Nothus, do thereby 
afford a much ftronger argument againft themfelves than this can be for 
them. For this will put the finifhingof the fecond temple at the diftance 
of one hundred and eighteen years from the beginning of it. Whereon it 
may be asked, when it was that the decree of Artaxerxes made it ceafe ? 
If they allow this Artaxerxes to be the third Terjian King, as he is reckoned 
w in fcripture, that is, the Magiatt who reigned next after Cambyfes, then 
from the ceafing of the work to the renaming of it again will be full one 
hundred years; and in fo long a time of intermiffion, how could they fo 
preferve the beams from being rotten, and the whole building from being 
fo damaged and decayed, as not to be forced to begin all again anew from 
the very foundation ? which it is certain they did not ; for after the grant-; 
ing of the decree for the proceeding of the work, all was finiflied in a lit- 
tle more than three years time. But if they fay it was not the Magian, 
who was the Artaxerxes in the fcf iptiires, that caufed the work to ceafe, 
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but he that is firft named in the catalogue, which we have of the Terjiatt 
Kings in prophane hiftorians, that is, Artaxerxes Longimanns ; then from 
the beginning of the work to that ceafing of it will be feventy one years. 
And in this cafe it may be asked, how came it to pafs, if they had fo long been, 
permitted to have gone on with the work, that in all that time it had not been 
finifhed ? Neither of thefe queftions can be anfwered, and therefore taking 
either of thefe ways, the argument worketh ftrong againft them, and far- 
ther proves that it could not be Harms Nothus, but that it muftnecefla- 
rily be Darius Hyftafps, who granted the decree, whereby the rebuilding 
of the fecond temple was finifhed. And upon this fuppofition all will be 
eafy, and free of difficulty, and the whole proceeding of the matter will 
be thus. Cyrus, in the firft year of his reign over the whole Terjlan em- 
pire, granted his decree to the Jews for the rebuilding of the temple at 
Jerufalem ; the next year after they begun the work, and went on with 
it for about thirteen years, till the Magian caufed it to ceafe. But two 
years after, in the fecond year of Darius Hyjiajfts, who flew the Magian- 
and fucceeded him in the throne, it was on the preaching of the prophets 
Haggai and Zechariah again refumed, and about a year and half after they 
obtained a decree from Darius to authorize them therein ; and then in a 
litte more than three years time after they finifhed the whole work. And 
thus fur having fhewn that the Darius, who granted the fecond de- 
cree in favour of the Jews, by virtue of which the rebuilding of the tem- 
ple at Jerufalem was finifhed, could be none other than Darius Hyjiajpis, 
the remaining part of the argument is, that therefore the feventy weeks of 
this prophecy could not have their beginning from this decree, which is 
demonftrated by the fame reafon, whereby it hath been above fhewn that 
they could not begin from the decree of Cyrus, that is, becaufe the four 
hundred and ninety years of thefe weeks, reckoned from the granting of 
this decree, cannot reach the chief events which are by this prophefy pre- 
dicted to fall within the compafs of them, that is, the coming and the cut- 
ting offof the MeJJiah. For this decree, I reckon, was brought to Jeru- 
falem in the fourth year of Darius. The Jews indeed began again with * 
the rebuilding of the temple in the latter end of the fecond year of Da- 
rius, but they had no decree to warrant them herein till the beginning of 
the fourth year of his reign. But from the fourth year of Darius Hyftaf 
pis to the death of Chriji were five hundred and fifty years, and therefore 
reckoning the feventy weeks, or their four hundred and ninety years from 
thence, they will expire fixty years before the death of Chriji, and twenty 
four years before the birth of Chriji, and therefore can reach neither the 
cutting off of the Mejfah, nor the coming of the Mejfiah, in any fenfe 
whatfoever that his coming can be taken in. And thefe two are the grand 
events prediftedby this prophefy, and it can never be rightly interpreted 
but in the accomplifhing of them. And it may be farther added on this 
head, that this decree of Darius feems not to accord or agree with the 
defcription of that commandment or decree which is mentioned in the 
prophefy. For the words of the text are, From the going forth of the com- 
mandment to reftore and build Jerufalem, which plainly imply an original 
decree, which this of Darius was not. For it was no more than an x ex- 
emplification and confirmation of that, which was before granted by Cyrus, 
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And if it be not fuch a decree as. the prophecy intended, it's certain the 
feventy weeks, or their four hundred and ninety years cannot begin from 
thence. 

3d£v, NxixHERcari the computationof thefe weeks be begun from the 
decree granted to Nehewsah by Artaxerxes, in .the twentieth year of his 
reign . And in the clearingof this particular I muft take the fame method 
as.iiKthe former. For as there were three Darius's, fo alfo were there three 
Artaxerxes 1 s, which according to ancient ;biftorians reigned over the 
empimof ithe Terjlans, Artaxerx.es Lougimatius, Artaxerxes M&emon and 
Artaxerxes Ochus. And .therefore firft it muft be .enquired, which of 
thefe three it was that granted this decree, and then fecondly it fhall be 
ihewn, that the computation of thefe weeks cannot begin from it. And 
firft, as to which of ithefe three Artaxerxes s it was, that granted this de- 
cree to Nehemiah, it's certain it mult be Artaxerxes Lofzgimarms, who 
reigned immediately after Xerxes oyer the 'Per/tan empire. For it was 
that ArJaxerxes, who was .contemporary wirh E.ljajhib the high-prieft of 
the Jews, he being high-prieft •» at the time when 2&ehewmh came to Jeru^ 
falem with this decree, .which was in the .twen tieth year .of that King. But 
no .other Antaxerx.es, but he that was called Lo^gimapus, .could be' con- 
temporary with Eliajhib, and therefore .none ot-her but he could be the 
Artaxerxes that granted this decree- Fp.r the ,age, which Joiakim the 
father ; of Eliajhib muft then have been of at the fime^qf his death, makes 
it utterly improbable tht&it Should he Art ax.erxes Mnetpon, and it would 
make it much more fo, as to Artaxerxes ,0,chus, w ( hp fucceeded him For 
fuppofmg Eliajbib, who was high-priefiin the twentieth year of that Ar^ 
taxerxes who granted this deer eeXo JSiehemiah, hadthenbeen twenty ycars 
inthat office, his father Joiakim, if this Artax.erxesw,ere Artaxerxes Mne r 
won, muft then upon this, fuppofition have died in the laft year of Darius 
Jgotlms,. at which time Joiakim muft have been at leaft one hundred fifty 
one years old, which is utterly improbable. Fpr we find in Ezra, that 
Jejhzta 1 the father .of Jeoiakim, at the fott.return of the Jews to Jemfe- 
lem after the Babylonijh captivity ' had fons of twenty years old and up- 
ward, employed in the work of the temple. Andfincethehigh-priefthood 
among the Jews went by fucceffion according to the primogeniture, and 
Joiakipi fucceeded J.ejhua in it, it cannot be doubted but that Joiakim 
■Was one of thofe his fons who were thus employed, and the eldeft of them 
And if he were twenty years old at this time, he muft then have been one' 
hundred fifty one in the laft of Darius No.tkus. For b from the firft of 
Cyrus to the laft of Darius Nothus were one hundred thirty ,qne years. 
The improbability of this fufficie ; ntly proves that it could not be Artax- 
erxes Mnemon who granted this decree to Nehenpiah. And the improba- 
bility would be much greater, if ,we fh.ould fuppofe it to be Artaxerxes 
Ochus who fucceeded him) becaufe then Jqiflktm muft have been forty fix 
years older. Befides, there is this fai-ther argument that Artaxerxes Ochus 
could not be the perfon., becaufe in feripture there is mention made of 
the c thir ty fecond year of that Artaxerxes wh.o granted this decree to Ne- 
hemiah, but Artaxerxes Qchus reigned J only twenty one years in all. And 
if it were not Artaxerxes Mii,emon, nor Artaxerxes Ochus, it muft then 
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neceflarily follow that it was Artaxerxes Longimanus, and none other, 
that granted .ihe decree to Nehemiah in the twentieth year of his reign. 
And thus far the firft part of the argument being cleared, the fecond is, 
That the computation of the feventy weeks cannot be begun from this 
decree, which willfully be manifefted by the calculation of the years. For 
reckoning fr-om the twentieth year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, to the death 
of Chrift, there will be no more .than four hundred feventy feven years; 
and therefore if the four hundred and .ninety years of the feventy weeks 
be computed from thence, they will overfhoot the death of Chrift thirteen 
■years ; which being .the grand event to be brought to pafs, at the.conclu- 
fion of thefe weeks, it is certain they can never there have their beginning, 
from whence they -cannot fee brought to this ending. 

Bui feveral great and learned men having a particular fancy to begin 
the computation .of thefe weeks from the twentieth year of Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, notwithftanding this objection, they have devifed feveral 
ways. and methods for the removal of it, and the reconciling the ending 
of thefe weeks, as calculated from this beginning, with the time of the 
events predicted. 

The firft way, which hath beenpropofed for this purpofe, is to reckon 
the feventy weeks, or the four hundred and ninety years of this prophefy, 
by lunar years ; and this hath been of a very ancient date, for it hath Afrit 
canusiox its author, who flourifh'd in the beginning of the third century ; 
and he is followed fey Theddorct, Beda, Zonaras^ Rupertus, and others; 
and the generality jof the Romijh doctors ftrike in with this opinion ; into 
which they arechiefly led by - the vulgar Latin tranflation,, which they have 
decreed in their Trent hie. council to be authentic, For ihftead of what rate 
read-in .the beginning , of the prophefy, Seventy weeks are determined ppm 
thy people, &c. this ,tranflation renders it, S.eptuaginta hebdomadcs abMe- 
viata'Jitnt fuper popiilum tuum, i. e. Seventy weeks are abbreviated »po» 
thy people; from whence they argue, this abbreviation of the years mu# 
be either in their number or their quality. It cannot be in their number; 
for the text abfolutely determines that to feventy weeks of years, t;hat.is, 
four hundred and ninety years ; and therefore it muft fee in their quality or 
form, that is, they muft be lunar years, which areAort years, and not fo- 
lar years, which are long years. But the Hebrew word Nechtac in the 
text will not bear this interpretation. For the true meaning or fignifica- 
tion of it in that place is, are decided or determined, as in pur Englijhyer r 
fion; and in this fenfe it is ufedin the c Chaldee paraphrafe, and.no where 
in any other. I confefs the word doth not occur any where elfe in the 
whole Hebrew bible, or any other word of that root, and in the Septuagint 
it is rendred ou*t'lp®nocu>. But this is not fufficient to juftify either the mean- 
ing which they would put upon the word, or the inference which they 
would deduce from it ; and if it could, the difficulty would not be remo- 
ved by it. For lunar years would carry us beyond the mark, as well as 
folar years fall fhort of it. For whereas the four hundred and feventy fe- 
ven folar years, which were from the twentieth year of Artaxerxes Lon- 
gimmns to the death of Chrift, fall thirteen years fhort of the four hundred 
and ninety years, at the.end of which this prophefy doth put it; the fame 
four hundred and feventy feven years, when converted into lunar years, 
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making four hundred ninety one years, and two hundred forty fix days 
over, do carry us one year and two hundred forty fix days (which is a great 
part of another year) beyond thefaid four hundred and ninety years. And 
therefore this way of computation doth by no means adjuft the difference, 
but ftill leaves it wide of an agreement, altho' not fo wide as it was before. 
Befides, when Daniel had this prophefy revealed unto him by the angel 
Gabriel, there was not any form of a year purely lunar then any where in 
ufe. The Chaldean year at that time was moll certainly the Nabonajfa- 
rean year f confifting of three hundred and fixty five days, and the 6 Egyp- 
tian year was the fame, and fo was alfo h the Terjian. The '• Jews in- 
deed had their common years purely lunar confifting of twelve lunar months, 
and fo had k the Greeks, only with this difference, that whereas the Jew's 
lunar months were ftridtly lunar, as being obferved by the phafis, the Greeks 
mittaking a lunar month to confift exaftly of thirty days, in compounding 
of their year of twelve of them made it amount to three hundred and fix- 
ty days, which exceeded its true aftronomical meafure almoft fix days. But 
befides the common years they had alfo intercalated years intermixed with 
their common years, which reduced all to the folar form. For what was 
defective of it in the common years was reftored in the intercalated years. 
And this the Jews as well as the Greeks were neceffitated to by their fe- 
ftivals. For the Nifan of the Jewijh year, 1 which begun their ecclefia- 
ftical year, being pinn'd down by their paffover (which was always celebra- 
ted m in the middle of it) to the n time of the beginning of their harveft; 
and the month of Ti/ri, ° which begun their civil year, being like wife 
pinn'd down by the feaft of Tabernacles, (which was always celebrated 
p in the middle of that month) to the time 11 of the ending of their vin- 
tage, this neeeflltated them r to fling in an intercalary month, whenever 
their year fell fhort of thefe feafons. And the Greeks were likewife necef- 
fitated to do the fame thing for the fake of their feftivals, efpecially for 
the fake of their Olympiads. For the fixed time for their celebrating of 
thofe games, being r the firfl: full moon after the fummer folftice, it always 
fell within the cOmpafs of one lunar month, either fooner or later in the 
folar year, and there being juft four years between Olympiad and Olympi- 
ad, this necefTarily made thefe years to be folar years ; and cycles and rules 
of intercalation were invented of purpofe to bring "them to it, and the 
fame is to be faid of all other nations which ufed the like form. Although 
they might meafure their months by the motion of the moon, they always 
regulated their years according to that of the fun. The Arabs indeed, 
from the time of Mahomet, have ufed a year purely lunar, and the Turks 
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do the fame in imitation of them, and fo do all others of their feet. But 
of the ancients we find none that followed this form. All among them 
that had lunar years, had alfo intercalated years to make amends for their 
defects ; and therefore whatfoever any of their years might be in their An- 
gular number s, they were always folar in their collective fums. And who 
can think then that in the collective fum of feventy weeks, or the four 
hundred and ninety years of them, the Angel Ihould intend a computation, 
which was then no where in practice the whole, world over. This pro- 
phefy concerning principally the Jews, and being written to them, (for it 
is in the Hebrew, which was the Jews language, and not in the Cbaldee, 
as fome other parts! of Daniel are) it is moit likely that the computation of 
the time mentioned therein, fhould be according to the Jewijb form and 
none other. And there is one argument, which I think undeniably proves 
it to be fo. The weeks of years, by which the time of this prophefy is 
computed, are plainly and manifestly the fame with the fabbaths of years 
mentioned Leviticus xxv. 8. and therefore muftbe reckoned by the fame 
fort of years; but it's certain, that thofe fabbaths of years were reckoned 
by folar years, and therefore thefe weeks of years muft be fo too. That 
thefe fabbaths of years were reckoned by folar years is manifeft. For they 
all begun from the firft of Tifri, which was pinn'd down by the feaft of ta- 
bernacles, (which was always celebrated in the middle of that month) to 
a certain feafon of the year, (as hath been already obferved) and from that 
feafon in one year to the fame feafon in another, can only be meafured 
by the courfe of the fun. And all this put together fufficiently fhews, 
that lunar years are not the years which this prophefy is to be com- 
puted by. 

Another way taken for the reconciling of this difference, is by beginning 
the reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus nine years fooner than where it is a- 
bove placed, and ending the faid feventy weeks three years and a half la- 
ter, that is, by putting the death of Chrift into the middle of the laft week, 
and continuing the remainder of that week beyond it. For according to 
this account, the firftyear of Artaxerxes Longimanus will fall in the year 
of the Julian period 42,41, an <l his twentieth year in the year of the Juli- 
an period 4x60, from which numbering fixty nine weeks and an half, it 
will carry down the computation to the year of the Julian period 4746, 
which was the very year in which Chrift fufFered. And thus far Teta-vi- 
■us and archbifhop Vfber agree, as to the time both of the beginning and 
ending of the prophefy ; but they differ in one circumftance about the 
beginning, that is, whether this twentieth year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, 
from whence they both reckon this beginning, and which they both put 
in the fame year of the Julian period, were his twentieth from the death, 
of Xerxes his father, or his twentieth year from the time when it's fup- 
pofed he was admitted to reign in copartnership with him nine years be- 
fore. 

For ' fuppofeth, that Xerxes., nine years before his death, ad^ 

mitted his fon Artaxerxes to reign in copartnerlhip with him, and that 
from this admiffion is to be computed the twentieth year of 'his reign,, in 
which he iflued out the decree, from whence the firftyear of thisprpphe- 
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fy did . commence. And he builds this fuppofition chiefly upon the autho- 
rity of.Thucydides, " who tells us, that Themiftocles in his flight into Terjia 
addrefled himfelf to Artaxerxes then newly reigning. But Diodorus Sicu- 
lus w tells us, that Themiftocles fled into Terfta in the fecond year of the 
feventy feventh olympiad* feveral years before the death of Xerxes ; and 
therefore to reconcile thefetwo authors Teiavitis infers, that Artaxerxes 
muft have been admitted to reign with his father feveral years before his 
death, and thefe years he determines to nine, becaufe this will beft ferve 
his purpofe. And to fupport this fuppofition, he infifts on the ufage an- 
ciently in practice among the Terfian Kings of naming their fucceflbrs, be- 
fore they went to any dangerous war, and will have it, that when Xerxes 
* again renewed the war againft the Greeks after the death of e Paufdnias y 
he then named Artaxerxes according to this ufage, in the fame manner 
as his father had named him on the like occafion, and took him into co- 
partnerfhip with him in the government of the empire. But there is no- 
thing in the hiftory of thofe times, that can give any countenance to this 
conjecture. y Herodotus indeed tells us of fuch a ufage among the *PerJi- 
atts, as is above mentioned ; but this was only to name a fucceflbr, not to 
take a partner into the government, and this according to that ufage was 
then only to be done, when there was a controverfy about the fucceflion, 
as was the cafe when Darius named Xerxes his fucceflbr in his life time. 
But we are told of no fuch controverfy about the fucceflion in Xerxes's 
time. And it is plain from the paflage in Tbucydides, where the words 
are, on which the main ftrefs of Tetavius's opinion is laid, that he there 
fpeaks of Artaxerxes, as then newly reigning after his father's death ; and 
till his father's death he could fcarce be of an age proper for the receiving 
of fuch an addrefs asThemiftocles is faid then to have made unto him. For 
he was but a 1 lad when his father died, and therefore muft have been a 
mere child, when according to this reckoning Themiftocles came into "Per- 
fia< And if he were admitted to be fucceflbr, and alfo partner in the em- 
pire before his elder brother Darius, upon the fame reafon that Xerxes 
was before his elder brother Artabafanes, that is, becaufe he was born af- 
ter his father came to be King, and the other before, it muft follow then, 
that in the fecond year of the feventy feventh olympiad, when' Diodor us 
Siculus tells us, Themiftocles came to the Terjian court, he could be at the 
moft but fourteen years old. For 3 Xerxes began his reign but fourteen 
years before. And there are befides many other ineonfiftencies in this o- 
pinion, but what hath been faidisfufficient to mew, that it can afford no 
fure foundation for the folution of any part of this prophefy upon it. 

And therefore b archbilhop UJher takes the other way, and although 
he placeth the twentieth year of Artaxerxes Longimanusm the fame year 
that Tetavius doth, in order to the folution of this prophefy, yet he doth 
not compute it any.otherwife than from the death of Xerxes his father j 
fo that he anticipates the true twentieth year of Artaxerxes Lo7tgimanus 
in the fame manner as Tetavius doth, tho 7 not by joyning him in copart- 
nerfhip with his father, but by putting him in due fucceflion after him 
nine. years fooner, than either "Ptolemy or any other author doth ; and the 
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fame teftimony of Thucydides, which is above mentioned, is the ground 
which he goes upon for it. And therefore to reconcile this teftimony with 
the time affigned by Diodorus Siculus for the flight of Themiftocles, which 
is above mentioned, he puts the death of Xerxes, and the fucceflion of 
his fon Artaxerxes nine years higher up, than any other writer doth ; and 
to patch this up, takes nine years from the reign of Xerxes, and adds them 
to the reign of Artaxerxes Longimanushis fon, contracting the former to 
twelve years, and enlarging the latter with that of his fon c Xerxes to fifty. 
In allowing no other beginning to the reign of Arpixerxes Longimanus, 
than from the death of his father, the molt learned archbifhop is moft cer- 
tainly in the right. For all thofe among the ancients, who put the flight 
oiThemiftocles in the reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus, fuppofe it to be af- 
ter the death of his father, but in no other particular can this opinion be 
juftified. For, i", in contracting the reign of Xerxes to twelve years, 
and enlarging that of Artaxerxes Longimanus and his fon Xerxes to fifty, 
he goes contrary to all that have wrote of thofe times, whether ancients or 
moderns ; and efpecially to 'Ptolemy, who in his canon affigns twenty one 
years to Xerxes, and no more than forty and one to Artaxerxes, c inclu- 
ding the fhort reigns of Xerxes and Sogdianus his fons in the laft of them. 
And altho' the authority, of Thucydides be great, and a Plutarch tells us, 
that he hath Charon of Lampjacus alfo on his fide, yet the fame 'Plutarch 
from a great number of other ancient writers, and of as good authority, 
concludes the contrary. But, v" y , although the authority of Thucydides 
and Charon of Lampfacus lhould be allowed to be uncontestable, and all 
other authorities muft be fet afide to make place for theirs; yet this 
will not infer, that the beginning of the reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus 
muft therefore be put nine years higher than all others have put it, fince 
the matter may be as well adjufted by bringing the flight of Themiftocles 
nine years lower ; and this way ■ Mr. Dodwell hath followed, and it is 
much the better of the two. For this only lays afide the authority of DU 
odorus Siculus, who fixeth the flight oiThemiftocles to the year above men- 
tioned ; whereas the other runs counter to that of all others that have wrote 
of the matter which it relates to. But that which looks hardeft in this o- 
pinion, is for the fake of any hiftorical writer to lay afide the authority of 
Ptolemy % canon, which is built upon aftronomical demonftrations. Al- 
though Thucydides be a grave author, and of unconteftable authority in 
thofe matters of the Peloponnejian war, which he writes of, (for they were 
done in his time, and he was near at hand to be well informed of them* 
and hie himfelf was an accurate obferver) yet it's poffible he might be mi- 
ftaken in what he tells us of the Perjian affairs, which were done at a di- 
ftance, (as this was) and before his time. For he wasjuft born f when this 
flight of Themiftocles hapned. But Ptolemy's canon being fixed by the 



c Xerxes the fon of Artaxerxes Longimanus reigned after his father's death only 45- days, and Sog- 
dianus, another of Artaxerxes' s fons, who fucceeded his brother^ reigned no more than fix months and 
fifteen days, fo the time of both their reigns amounting to no more than eight months^ they are in the ca- 
non of Ptolemy cafi into the laft year of Artaxerxes, and neither of them is therein made mention of. 

* Plutarchus in Themiftocle. -« In Annalibus Thiicydidis. f According to Aulus 

Gellius, Thucydides was forty years old when the Peloponn- nan wdr began (A. Gellius, lib. if. 
c. 23. ) And the Peloponnefian war beginning towards the end of the firfi year of the eighty fivuentb 
Olympiad, reckoning forty years upward from thence, the firfi of them will end in the very year, in which 
15iodorus tells its Themiftocles made hisfiight, i. e. in the fecond year of the feventy fevenih Olympiad. 
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eclipfcs, the truth of it may at any time be demonftrated byaftronomical 
calculations ; and no one hath ever calculated thofe eclipfes, but hath 
found them fall right in the times where placed; and therefore this being 
the fureft guide which we have in chronology, and it being alfo veri- 
fied by its agreement every where with the holy fcriptures, it is not, for 
the authority of any other human writing whatfoever, to be receded from. 

And as thefe two great men have been thus far out in placing the be- 
ginning of thefe feventy weeks, fo have they been no lefs miftaken in 
fixing the end of them. For to make up the thirteen years which this rec- 
koning fell fhort of, they have not only anticipated the beginning of thefe 
weeks nine years, but have alfo cut them fhort three years and an half in 
the ending, by placing the death of Chriji in the middle of the laft week, 
and there concluding this part of the prophefy three years and an half be- 
fore thefe feventy weeks are fully completed, which hath this great obje- 
ction againft it, that it drops the latter half part of the laft week as void, 
and of no fignificancy. But no word of God is given in vain ; every part 
of it hath its fignificancy, and every word of prophefy- therein contained 
muft have its completion. For what our 6 Saviour faith of the law is alfo 
true of the prophets ; and as not one jot or tittle of the former was to pafs 
without being fulfilled, fo neither can any one jot or tittle of the latter e- 
ver pafs away without being accompliihed. And therefore every part 
of the laft week of this prophefyj that is, the laft half part, as well as 
the firft half part, muft have its fignificancy, and alfo its completion, and 
accordingly, every part of it had, as well as the reft, as fhall be here- 
after fhewn. 

B v all this it appears, that none of thofe ways which have been taken 
for the computing of thofe feventy weeks from the twentieth year of Ar- 
iaxerxes Longimanus, can make it agree with the prophefy, and therefore 
it cannot be begun from thence. That which hath made fo many fond of 
beginning the computation of thefe weeks from the twentieth year of this 
King, and the ifluing out of the commiffion then granted by him to JSte- 
hemiah, is the agreeablenefs which they think is between the •prophefy and' 
this commiffion, beyond what they find In any of the three other grants 
or cbmmiffions above mentioned. For the prophefy placeth the begin- 
ning of the feventy weeks at the going forth of the commandment to re- 
ftore and build Jerufalem, and afterwards makes mention of the building 
of the ftreets and the walls thereof, and both thefe, fay they, were rebuilt 
by Nehemiabt by virtue of the grant made to him in the twentieth year of 
this Artaxerxes. To this Ianfwer, i ft , That Ezra* thirteen years before 
this grant made to Nebemiah, h fpeaks of a wall in Jerufalem given to the 
Jews by the favour of the King of Terjia ; and therefore this, if literally 
taken, may imply j that the grant made to Ezra included a licence or com- 
miffion to build fuch a wall, as well as that made to Nebemiah. But if it be 
faid, that the wall mentioned by Ezra in the place which I refer to, is to 
be taken figuratively, (as I acknowledge it is) my reply hereto is : And why 
may not then the word wall in the prophefy be taken figuratively alfo s 
there being as much reafOn for it in the one place, as there is in the other ? 
But, ^' J1)r , There is no fuch word as the wall to be found in the original 
text of the prophefy. For what we there render in our Englijh tranflation. 



e Matth< v. iS. * Ezra tx. 9. 

the 



Book V. the Old and New Testament. 



the wall is in the Hebrew original the ditch. 3 \ That tho' Nehemiah 
did much enlarge Jerufalem by bringing new colonies of the Jews thither 
out. of the countrey, and obliging them to build themfelves houfes and 
dwell there, yet this enlarging of the city cannot be called the reftoring 
and rebuilding of it: For it was reftbredand rebuilt long before, and had 
many ftreets and ' cieled houfes again erected in it by virtue of the decree 
granted by Cyrus, as hath been above ihewn. And after that, from time 
to time, many more were added to them by virtue of the fame decree con- 
firmed by "Darius Hyflafjpis, many years before Nehemiah came to be go- 
vernor of Judea. 4^, The rebuilding or repairing of the walls of Je- 
rufalem, accompliflied by Nehemiah, was a work *but of fifty two days, 
and the enlarging of Jenifalem with new colonies 1 was within a year afterj 
but the reftoring and rebuilding of Jerufalem, predicted by the prophefy' 
was to be a work of feven weeks, or forty nine years, and fo long firft 
Ezra, and after Nehemiah, laboured fucceflively in the work of reftoring 
and rebuilding the church and ftate of the Jews at Jerufalem, as will here- 
after be fhewn. And therefore of this reftoring and rebuilding only can 
the prophefy be underftood. 

.And thus far having fliewn that the commandment or decree mention- 
ed in/the prophefy, for the reftoring and rebuilding of Jerufalem, cannot 
be underftood either of the decree of Cyrus, or of that of Darius, or of 
that granted to Nehemiah in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes, it remains, 
that it muft then be underftood of that granted to Ezra by the fame Ar~ 
taxerxes, in the feventh year of his reign, and of none other. For be- 
fides the three commandments or decrees above-mentioned, there was no 
other commandment or decree ever granted by any of the Kings of Ter- 
Jia, for the restoration of the Jews m judah and Jerufalem after the Baby- 
lonijh captivity, but this only, that was granted to Ezra. And therefore, 
if it cannot be underftood of any of the other three, it muft then necefla- 
rily be this fourth, and none other. And from thence to the death of 
Chrifi, are exactly four hundred and ninety years to a month. For in the 
month Nifan was the decree granted to Ezra, and * in the middle of the 
fame month Nifan Chrifi fullered, jufi four hundred and ninety years 
after.' 

VI. And thus much being faid for the fixing of the beginning and end- 
ing of thefe feventy weeks, it remains that for the fuller explication of all 
other particulars, that are in this prophefy contained, I farther obferve that 
the whole of it, as delivered to us in the 2,4 th , z? 1 ', x6' h , and zy' b verfes of 
the ix th chapter of Daniel, contains three branches or parts. The firft 
foretels events to be accompliflied within feventy weeks in general, and to 
be fully completed and brought to pafs at the end of them ; the fecond 
events to be accompliflied precifely at the end of three particular periods^ 
into which the faid general number of feventy weeks is divided ; and the 
third, events to be brought to pafs after the expiration of the faid feventy 
weeks, in the times immediately following thereupon. 

I. The firft branch or part of this prophefy, is that which is contained 
in the 14"' verfe, and foretells the fix events above-mentioned, which were 
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crucified in the beginning of the Jewifh paffbver^ and that always began in the middle of the Month 
Nifan. ' .• . c . 
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to be accompliihed wicbin the faid feventy weeks in general, and to be fully- 
completed and brought to pafs at the end of them. 

II. The fecond branch, or part of this prophefy, is that which is con- 
tained in the 15'" verfe, and in the former part of the 2.6 th verfe, and in 
the former part of the 2.7 th verfe. This divides the general number of fe- 
venty weeks into three particular periods, and afligns particular events to- 
be precifely accompliihed at the end of each of them. Thefe three parti- 
cular periods are feven weeks, fixty two weeks, and one week, that is, for- 
ty nine years, four hundred thirty four years, and feven years. And the 
particular events to be accompliihed at the end of each of them, are, 
1% The reftoring and building of the ftreet and ditch of Jerufalemva. trou- 
blous times; a dlir , The coming of the Meffiah; and 3% His confirming of 
the covenant of the gofpel with many of the Jews for one week, his cau- 
fing facrifice and oblation to ceafe in the half of that week, and his being, 
cut ofFat the end thereof. And therefore applying thefe particular events 
to their proper periods, the prophefy will be clearly thus : That numbring 
the faid feventy weeks from the going forth of the commandment or de- 
cree to reftore and build Jerufalem, (that is, to reftore and eftablifh the 
church and ftate of the Jews at Jerufalem J there fhould be firft feven weeks 
of that number, that is, forty nine years, and then the faid church and 
ftate (here figuratively exprefled by the ftreets of the city) fhould be tho- 
roughly reformed and reftored, and all fuch t good conftitutions and efta- 
blifliments (here figuratively exprefled by the ditch) fhould be made and 
fettled, as fhould be neceflary for the fortifying and preferving of the fame, 
and that all this fhould be done in troublous times, and amidft great oppo- 
fition from enemies. That after fixty and two weeks from the end of the 
faid feven weeks, that is, four hundred and thirty four years, the Meffiab 
lhould come. And that after this, having for one week, the laft of the 
faid feventy weeks, (that is, for the fpace of feven years,) confirmed the 
covenant of the gofpel with many of the Jews, he fhould in the half part 
of that week (that is, in the latter half part of it) caufe the facrifices and 
oblations of the temple to ceafe ; and in the conclufion of the whole, that 
is, in the precife ending of the faid feventy weeks, be cut off and die. And 
accordingly all this was exactly fulfilled and brought to pafs. ' , 

1% As to the period of feven weeks, it mull be acknowledged, that 
the particular event of reftoring and building of Jerufalem, with its ftreets 
and ditch, in troublous times, (by which I underftand the reftoring and fet- 
tling of the church and ftate of the Jews) is not diftin&ly applied thereto 
in the prophefy. For in the end of the verfe, both the two firft pe- 
riods being mentioned together, i. e. that of the feven weeks, and that of 
the fixty two weeks, the event of reftoring and building of Jerufalem 
with its ftreet and ditch is fubjoined to both of them without any diftincl: 
application to either; but the words immediately following in the next 
verfe appropriating the time of the Meffiab to the period of fixty two 
weeks, this neceflarily leaves the other, that is, the reftoring and building 



•j- It is a celebrated faying among the Jews, and of ancient date among them, (for it is in Pirke 
Aboth, which is one of the trails in their Mifhna) That the conftitutions of their elders are an hedge 
to the law,' thai is; to fence , preftrve, and keep it from being broken in upon, and violated. But a 
ditch is as much made ufefor a fence, as is an hedge ; and therefore the Conftitutions, which fence the 
taw from being violated,- may be figuratively exprejfed by the one, as well as by the- «ther. 
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of Jerufalem, with its ftreetsand ditch* to be appropriated to the period 
of feven weeks. And accordingly within, the compafs of the faid period 
of feven weeks, or forty nine years, this event was accompliflied, in the 
full reftoring and eftabliflring of the church and ftate of the Jews in Judah 
and Jerufalem after the Babyloni/b captivity. For this was begun by Ezra, 
by virtue of that commandment or decree which was granted to him for 
it in the feventh year of Artaxerxes Longimanus King of Perfia, and af- 
terwards carried on by Nehemiah, by virtue of another decree granted to 
him for this purpofe by the fame Artaxerxes, in the twentieth year of his 
reign. And from the beginning of this reftoration of the church and ftate 
of t\\Qjews by Ezra, to the ending and perfecting of it by Nehemiah, in 
that fell act of this reformation which is fpoken of in the xiii th of Nehemiah, 
(that is, from the 7.3 J verfe to the end of the chapter) were forty nine 
years, as will be clearly made out in its proper place, in the fequel of this 
hillory. For during all that time this work was a carrying on, and the 
great oppofition which thefe two good men met with herein, not only 
from the Samaritans, and other enemies abroad, but alfo from falfe bre- 
thren and wicked men at home, who hated all reformation, was the true 
caufe that it was fo long a doing; and that there were fuch oppofitions in 
the doing of it, this fufficiently verifieth the prophefy in its prediftion 
that it was to be done in troublous times. And it is obfervable, that at the* 
fame juncture of time, where the reftoration of the Jewijk church and ftate 
ended, there the holy fcriptures of the Old Teftament do end alfo. For 
this fell reformation of Nehemiab, which I have mentioued, and where I 
place the full completion of the faid reftoration, is the laft act which is re- 
corded therein, and therefore this ending of the period is of fufficient re- 
mark for this reafon, as well as the other, to be taken notice of in the 
prophefy, which can fcarce be faid of any other that is aftigned for it. 
And 

2,% From thefe feven weeks, or forty nine years, reckoning fixty 
two weeks, or four hundred thirty four years more, (which is the term of 
the fecond period) this will lead us down to the coming of Chrift the Mefr 
fiah, who is here in the prophefy predicted to come at the end of the faid 
fixty two weeks. For the words of the prophefy are, From the goingfortb 
of the commandment to rejiore and to build Jerufalem unto the MeiTiah the 
'Prince, Jhall be feven weeks, and three fcore and two weeks, that is, there 
lhall be feven weeks for the completing and finilhing of the work, f or 
which that commandment or decree was granted, and from thence fixtv 
two weeks more to the coming of Chrift, the Mefflah here intended, that 
is, to the time of his firft appearance on the miniftry of the gofpel. ' For 
his coming, here predicted, muft be interpreted either of his coming at 
his birth, or of his coming on his miniftry. No one faith it of the former 
neither will the term of years predicted of it ever meet it there ; and* 
therefore it muft be underftood of the latter, that is, his coming, and firft 
appearing in his miniftry ; and here the years predicted in the prophefy will 
exactly find it. For the feventh year of Artaxerxes Longimamts, from 
whence thefe weeks do begin, being coincident with the year of the Ju- 
lian period 4156, if we reckon from thence feven weeks and fixty two 
weeks, that is, fixty nine weeks, or four hundred eighty three years ; this 
Will lead us down to the year of the Julian period 4739, which was the 
very year in which the miniftry of the gofpel firft began; This Chrift exe- 
cuted 
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cuted at firft, and therein made his appearance as the Meffiah, by his fore- 
runner John the Baptifl, for the fpace of three years and a half, and after 
that by himfelf in his own perfon for three years and an half more. And 
thefe two being put together make upthelaft week of this prophefy, which 
begun exaftly at the ending of the faid fixty two weeks. And therefore 
here this prophefy concerning the coming of the Mefpah had its comple- 
tion. St. Luke m tells us, The word of God firft came to John in the fifteenth 
year <?/Tiberius Caefar, Emperor of Rome. And from the coming of that 
word to John, and his preaching of it to the Jews, " was the beginning of 
the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, and the firft appearance of his kingdom here 
on earth. And this Chrift himfelf tells us. For his words are, (Luke xvi. 16.) 
The Law and the "Prophets were until \o\m, fine e that the kingdom of God 
is preached. That is, the Jewijh ceconomy under the law and the prophets 
kited until the coming of John, and his preaching of thebaptifm of repen- 
tance for the remiffion of fins. But from the time of his coming on this 
minittry, which was the miniftry of the gofpel, the kingdom of the Mejfiah 
began. For as in the gofpel of St. Matthew by the kingdom of heaven, fo 
here by the kingdom of God, 0 is meant the kingdom of the Mejfiah, the 
church of Chrift, which he hath here eftablifhed among us. And therefore 
this kingdom thus beginning with the preaching of John, there muft we 
necefiarily place the firft coming of that King, Chrift our Lord, who foun- 
ded this his kingdom here among us. And this was, as hath been faid, 
in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Cafar. But here it is to be 
obferv'd, that this fifteenth year of Tiberius could not be his fifteenth year 
from the death of Auguftus his predeceflbn For then there would have 
been but four years for the miniftry of John the Baptift, and the perfonal 
miniftry of Jefus Chrift put both together, which time would have been 
too narrow a fpace for the aftings which are recorded of them in the go- 
fpel. Befides, in fo fhort a time, as muft be allowed to the miniftry of 
John in this cafe, it is not likely that he could have acquired that great 
fame, as appears not only p by gofpels, but alfo from the writing * of jc* 
fephus the hiftorian, that he had obtained, not only in Judea and Galilee, 
but alfo through all the circumjacent regions before his death. The fif- 
teenth year therefore of the reign of Tiberius, ' in which John the Baptift 
began to preach, muft be reckoned from that time, when he began to 
reign jointly with Auguftus, and was, according to r Velleius Tater cuius 
and ' Suetonius, admitted by him into copartnerfhip with him in the em- 
pire ; and by a law (which Auguftus caufed to bepropofed and enafted by 
the confuls) had conferred on him an equal power in the government of 
the provinces with Auguftus himfelf. For from that time the publick afts 
went in his name, as well as in that of Auguftus, efpeciallyin the imperial 
provinces, y of which Syria was one. And therefore from that time the 
years of his reign were reckoned in thofe provinces. And this hapned, w as 
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the moft learned archbifliop UJher obferves, in the year of the Julian pe- 
riod 4725-, and the fifteenth year from thence brings us to the year of the 
Julian period 4739, in which (as is above noted) the word of God came 
to John the Baptift, and the preaching of the gofpel firfl began. And then 
it was, that Chrijiby this his fore-runner manifefted his coming, and made 
his firft appearance in that great work of our falvation, on which he was 
fent. And from the feventh year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, when the 
commandment went forth from that King for the reftoring of the church 
and ttate of the Jews, to this time were juft feven weeks and fixty two 
weeks, that is, fixty nine weeks, or four hundred and eighty three years 
in all, exactly as this prophefy predicted. 

3% From this coming of our .Saviour began the third period of tfiefe 
feventy weeks, that is, the one week which is fpoken of in the 2,7 th verfe, 
the events whereof, as there predided, are, that for that week the Mejfiah 
Jhould confirm the covenant with many, and in the half part thereof (for 
'-thus it ought toberendred, where in our Englijh tranflation we read the 
midjij Jhould caufe the facrifice and the oblation to ceafe ; and fo according- 
ly it came to pafs. For during thefe feven years of his evangelical minir 
Itry, he did firfl: by his fore-runner, y the meffenger whom he had fent'be- 
fore him, and then by himfelf in his perfonal miniftry confirm the covenant 
of the gofpel with many of the Jews, who were converted, and admitted 
thereto; and then in the half part of the faid week, that is, in the laft half 
part thereof, when he appeared in his ownperfon in the fame miniftry, on 
which John was fent before him, he caufed the facrifices and the oblati- 
ons of the temple to ceafe, that is, firft by his preaching of the gofpel; 
which was to fuperfede them, and then, laftly, by that great facrifice of 
himfelf, which he once offered for all in his death upon the crofs at the 
end of this week, whereby they were all abfolutely and finally extingui- 
fhed for ever. For all other facrifices and oblations till then being only 
antetypes, and figurative reprefentations of this great facrifice after to be 
offered, and of no virtue or efficacy, but as they referred to it ; when this 
was offered all others vanifhed of courfe, as the reprefentative doth at the 
appearance of the principal, or the type or figure at the prefence of the 
thing that is typified or expreffed by it ; and the virtue and propitiation of 
this one facrifice hath fufliced for all ever fince. The whole latter part of 
the laft week being the time of Chrifi's perfonal miniftry here on earth, as 
the whole of it was employed in the preaching of the gofpel, which was 
to caufe the law to ceafe, fo the whole of it may very properly be faid to 
be employed in caufing all thofe facrifices and oblations to ceafe, which the 
law enjoyned, tho' the whole was not completed, till at the end of this 
half part by his death and paffion. For then at the offering up of this great 
facrifice, the virtue and efficacy of all others ceafed for ever. But here it 
maybe objected, that my placing the death of Chriftat the end of this laft 
period, is againft the exprefs words of the prophefy/ For that placeth the 
cutting off of the Meffiah at the end of the fecond period, that is, of the 
fixty two weeks. For the words of it are, (yer.%6.) After three/core and 
two weeks Jh all Mefiiah be cut off. To this I anfwer, the word after in 
this place cannot be underftood ro mean ftrictty the time immediately af- 

* Vbe viord in the original Hebrew Chatfci, vibiibjignifietb the half part and not. the mm. ' 
y Malachi iii. 1. Matth. xi. io. Luke i. j6.~ and vii. 27. 
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ter, but in a large and indefinite fenfe to denote the whole next week 
which after followed. For otherwife his coming and his cutting off muft 
have happened at the fame time both together, and no intermediate fpace 
would have been left for his miniftry. For in the verfe preceding it is po- 
fitively faid, that from the going forth of the commandment to rejlore and 
build Jerufelem unto the MeJJiah the "Prince, fhould be feven weeks and 
three fcore and two weeks ; and therefore if at the end of the fame fixty two 
weeks he mould be cut off alfo, then his coming and his cutting off" muft 
have happened both together at the fame time* and the confequence which 
I have mentioned muft neceflarily follow, i. e. that no intermediate fpace 
would have then been left for his miniftry, which cannot be faid. The 
word after muft therefore mean the whole week after, at the end of which 
Chrift, the Mejjtah named in that prophefy, was cut off by his death on 
the crofs. And there is no need of exprefling it otherwife in that place 9 
becaufe the cutting off and death of the Meffiah had been exaftly deter- 
mined to that time, by what was faid before in the 2,4"- verfe. For it is 
manifeft, that according to the true intent and meaning of that part of the 
prophefy his death muft be there placed. For according to that it muft be 
there placed, where it placeth the events that were to be accomplished and 
brought to pafs by it ; but the events which were to be accomplished and 
brought to pafs by the cutting off of the MeJJiah, are by that part of the 
faid prophefy (ver. 2.4.) placed at the end of the feventy weeks, and confe- 
quently at the end of the laft of them, and therefore the cutting off of the 
Meffiah muft there be placed alfo, and there it accordingly hapned in the 
death and paflion of Chrift our Saviour, and this part of the prophefy was 
exaftly fulfilled by it. 

The whole therefore of this fecond part or branch of the prophefy i3 
thus ; the feventy weeks being divided into three periods, that is, into 
feven weeks, fixty two weeks, and one week, the firft reacheth from the 
time of the going forth of the commandment to Ezra for the reftoring of 
the church and ttate of the Jews in the feventh year of ArtaxerxesLon- 
gimantis, to the fimfhing of that work by Nehemiah forty nine years after; 
the fecond from the end of that period to the coming of the MeJJiah four 
hundred and thirty four years after ; and the laft from that his coming to his 
cutting off by his death on the crofs, which was one week or feven years 
after. And all thefe put together fully make up the feventy weeks, or the 
four hundred and ninety years of this prophefy, and according to this com- 
putation every particular of it hath been fully verified in a completion ex- 
aftly agreeable thereto, and the whole number of years pointed out there- 
by exaftly anfw'ered to a month. For as the going out of the command- 
ment to Ezra, from whence they began, was in the month of Nifan, fo 
the crucifixion of Chrift was alfo" in the fame month juft four hundred and 
ninety years after. . . 

III. After, what is predicted of thefe' three periods follows the third 
branch, or . part of the prophefy, which is contained in the latter end of the 
2.6*, and in the latter end of the 7.7 th , verfe, and foretells events to be 
brought to pafs after the. "expiration of the faid feventy weeks in the times 
immediately following thereupon, that'is, the dejlruttion of the city and 
fanftuary by the people of the prince thai was to come, who with their ar- 
mies and defolating abominations mould invade Judea, as with a flood, and 
by a terrible and confumirig war bring utter ruine and defolation upon it a 
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and all the people of the Jews that fhould dwell therein, and .confumitiait.6 
che fame upon them in an abfolute dellru&ion: All which accordingly 
came to pafs, and did in a veryfignal manner verify the prophefy in a full 
completion of every particular hereof. For on the end'of thefe feyenty 
weeks, which were determined upon that people, and their holy city,\they 
having flainthe Lord of life, they were thereon caft off by. God frod bpr 
ing his peculiar people, and the Gentiles were called in their; ttead, fd that 
thenceforth they were no more his people^ nor their city Je'ru/a/emiariy 
longer holy unto him, but both were given up and deftined to utter ruin 
and deflrucTion. For immediately on thefrhaving executed the fentence 
of death upon Chriji our Lord, this 1 fentence of condemnation pafled up- 
on them, and from that time all fecond caufes operated towards the haften- 
ing the execution of it, till at length the Adman armies^ the people that 
were to come, under the command of Titusthdir 'Prince, invaded them as 
with a torrent, and begirt Jerufalem with their enfigns, the abomination' of 
defolation, * which' our Saviour from this prophefy forewarns hisdifciples 
of. For" b they were idolatrous images ' abominated by the Jews, under' 
which thb.fe people marched againfl them, invaded their land, befiegdd 
their holy city, and by a mofl calamitous war brought utter defolarionup- 
onboth; which according to the relations of Jofephus, (who was an hiftb- 
rian of their own nation, and prefent in all the aftions of the war) they 
executed in the moil terrible and tragical mariner of deftruftion that was 1 
ever brought upon any nation, and^ confummafed it to fucha degree up- 
on them, that they have never been able to recover themfelves ever fince 
even to this day, though now one. thoufand fix hundred forty five years 
have pafled, fince thefe judgments were by the juft hand of God thus ex- 
ecuted upon them. 

But for the full clearing-of all that hath hitherto been faid in the ex- 
plication of this prophefy, there fKll remains one great objeftion to be an- 
fwered. For it is urged, that the Artaxerxes who granted the commiffi- 
on to Ezra in the feventh year of his reign, from whence we begin the 
computation of the feventy weeks, was the fame Artaxerxes who in the 
twentieth year of his reign granted another commillion to Nehemiah. For 
the feriptures 4 making Ezra and Nehemiah contemporary, render this 
beyond difpute. But that this Artaxerxes ihould be Artaxerxes Longima- 
nus, the age, which Nehemiah, and Sanballat muft then have lived to, makes', 
it, they fay, wholly improbable. Vox Nehemiah, in the book of holy fcri- 
pture called by his name, (which all acknowledge to have been written 
by him) ° fpeaking of the reign of 'Darius Codomannus King of Terjia, and. 
of the days of Jaddua the high-prieft of the Jews, as of times part, he muft 
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have been alive after the death of both of. ihsm,to\xt Jadduamot dying • till 
two years after the death of Alexander rhcGreat, in the year of -the Juli- 
an period 4391* from the twentieth year of Artaxerxcs LoMgimauus to chat 
time had paiTed one hundred twenty three years, ito which, if we add thir- 
ty years more for the age of Nebemiab, •w&enhejcame to be governor of 
JuJe/ti (which is the lealt that can be allowed to qualify torn for fuch a 
rrufl) he muft have been at the leaft an hundred and fifty three years old 
when he wrote that book, if the Artaxerxcs from whom he had -his com- 
miflion, were Artaxerxcs JLongimamvs. And tho* wefuppofevhe writing 
of this book to have been while Dariu^CodomanHus anfl Jaddua were borh 
alive, and put it up as high as wecan,tliat b,intothefii^y^r^^e7ei«n'of 
that Darius, yet this will not much mend the matter. For on tbisfuppontron 
Nebemiab mull liave been an hundred and forty years old tfhen be wnote 
that book, which is ftill a very improbable age an thofe rimes, and conte- 
quently infers the fuppofal, on which it is built, (i. c. t#mc it was Artax- 
erxcs Longimanus from whom he had his coromiflion) «o be very impro- 
bable alfo. And the age of Sanbal/at, -upon the fame fuppofal, will not 
only be as improbable, but alfo machanore fo. For when Nebemiab came 
into Judea, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes, he found •him* governor 
of Samaria under the -King xsflPerjSa, and he was alive, as Jofe/bns Tells 
us, * till the beficging of Cana by Aicxandsrtbe Great, in the rourthyear 
of Darius Codoatatmus, at which time he died. And therefore if that Ar- 
taxerxcs were Artaxerxcs IjsngsmgMus, SanbaUat nxxhc rime of that fiege 
could not be Ids than an hundred and ferry eight years old. For from 
the twentieth of Artaxerxer Leagsmatntsto thefourth of Dar'wCodomaH- 
»*j,accordingto "Ptolemy's can on, were oneh un d red and thirteen years ; and 
when Nebemiab came to JcruJaJcm, Sanballat hiving been for fame time, 
perchance for feveral years, fixed in the government of Samaria* he can- 
not be well fuppofed to have been lcls than thirty five years did at that 
time, and putting both thefc numbers together they make an hundred and 
forty eight years; and both thefc ages, that is, *hat of Nebemiab, and this 
of Sanballat, it mufi be acknowledged, feem very improbable, and tno'ft 
cfpccially that of the latter. For as to Nebemiab, an extraordinary blef- 
fingupon that good man may beailedged fortfuch «n extraordinary age in 
him, but this cannot be laid of the other. Each of thefc inflonces apart 
look very improbable, but coming both together arc much more fo. And 
therefore, as we have argued above, that the Darius who granted the de- 
cree for the finifliing of the temple, could not be Darius Not bus, becaufc 
of the great and improbable age which Jc/bxa and Zerubbabci mart bavc 
been of at the executing of that decree; fo it is argued here in the fame 
manner, that the Artaxerxcs, from whom Exraznd Nebemiab had their 
commiflions, could not be Artaxerxcs Longimauus, becaufc of the great 
and improbable age which Nebemiab and Sanbaliat mull then have been of 
at the time of their death. And therefore as we have faid of the former 
difficulty, that it can be no otherwife folvcd, but by making the Darius, 
who granted the decree for the finishing of the temple to be another Da- 
riui, that is, Darius Hyflajpis, who reigned ninety eight years before that 
Darius who was called Notbus ; fo in like manner it is faid of this latter 
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difficulty, that it can be no otherwife cleared but by making the Artax- 
erxes, who in the feventh and in the twentieth years of his reign granted 
his commiffions to Ezra and Nehemiah, to have been another Artaxcrxes 
that is, Artaxerxes Mnemofi, whofe feventh year, and whofe twentieth 
year of his reign, werejuftfixty years after the feventh year and. the twen- 
tieth year of the reign of the other Artaxerxes, that was called Longima- 
nus. Thus far the objection, and if it holds good, I mull acknowledge it 
overthrows the computation, on which hath been built all which I have 
hitherto faid for the explication of this prophefy. 

In anfwer hereto it hath been faid by fome, i*, As to Nehemiah, that 
in that paflage of his book (chap, xii. n.) where the reign of Darius the 
'Perjian, and the days of Jaddua the high-prieft of the Jews are mention- 
ed, that reign of Darius was the reign h of Darius Nothus, and thofe days 
of Jaddua ' were his days from his birth, which might very well have hap- 
ned in the reign of the faid Darius Nothus. And i\ As to Sanballat, 
that k there were two of that name, the firtt of which was the Sanballat 
fpoken of by Nehemiah, and the fecond the Sanballat fpoken of by Jofi- 
phus ; but neither of thefe anfwers can poflibly hold good. For, 

i ft , It's manifeft, that the text of Nehemiah (chap. xii. 2.1.) where the 
. Le-vites are fpoken of that were in the days of Eliajhib, Joiada, Johanan 
and Jaddua, cannot be underftood to mean any other days than thofe where- 
in they were high-priefts. For the high-prieft among the Jews was the 
head of the priefts and Levites, and after the captivity, when there was 
no King in Judah, he had the abfolute fupremacy over them in all affairs 
relating to their office. And therefore it was then as proper for them to 
reckon allfuch affairs by the times of their high-priefts, as it is now with 
us to reckon all a&ions in the ftate by the times of our Kings; and confe- 
quently,when any thing is faid to have been done in fuch an high-prieft's time 
it is altogether as improper to underftand it of any other time than that of 
his high-priefthood, as it would be, when any thing is faid to have been in 
fuch a King's time, to underftand it of any other, time than that of his reign. 
And therefore to refer what is here faid of the days of Jaddua, as far 
back as to his days from his birth, is a very forced fenfe which the text 
cannot naturally bear. When fuch a thing is faid to have been in the time 
of King Henry VIII, will any one underftand it of the time before his reign* 
or think it any other than an abfurdity fo to conftrue it ? And is it not al^ 
together as abfurd to underftand what is here faid of the Levites to have 
been in the days-of Jaddua, of any other days than of thofe wherein he 
was high-prieft ? And it is to be here obferved, that the text joins with the 
days of Jaddua, the days of Eliajinb, Joiada, and Johanan. For it is faid 
1 In the days of Eliajhib^ Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua,8cc. And there- 
fore if it mould be here asked, whether the days of EUaJhib, Joiada, and 
Johanan, are to be underftood of the days of their high-priefthood, or of 
the days of their life from their birth, no doubt it will be anfwered by eve- 
ry body, of the days of their high-priefthood. And why then muftnot 
the days of Jaddua be underftood fo too? It may farther be added, what 
need is there in this cafe to name Jaddua's days at all? Becaufe if they.be 
underftood of thofe before he was high-prieft, they were co-incident with 
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the days of Joiada and Johanan, which were nam'd before. And there- 
fore if we underftand thofe days of Jaddua in the text, of any other days, 
than of thofe wherein he was high-prieft, they muft have been named twice 
in the fame text, which would be fuch a faulty repetition as it muft not be 
chafg'd with. Nothing feems more plain, than that the text fpeaks of the 
days of thefe four men, as in fucceffion one after another, and therefore 
we muft not run the days of one into the days of the other. Befides, the 
whole defign of interpreting the day s of Jaddua, in this text, of the days 
before he was high-prieft, is to fupport a notion that the faid text was writ- 
ten before he Was high-prieft, and fo far back as the time immediately af- 
ter his birth, about the latter end of the reign of Darius Nothus, they 
who are the patrons of this notion having no other way to make them 
contemporary. But then to name his days with the days of the other high- 
priefts, fo many years before he came to be high-prieft, and when it muft 
be on m many refpefts uncertain, whether he Would ever be fo or no, is 
what all the writings in the world befides cannot give us an inftance of. 
From all this it plainly follows, that thofe days of Jaddua in the text above- 
mentioned, can be meant of no other days than the days of his high-prieft- 
hood, and that therefore he muft have been in that office before this text 
was written. And alfo it is as evident, that the Darius in the fame text 
mentioned, can be none other than Darius Codomannus, " in whbfe reign 
Jaddua was high-prieft. For the 0 text bringing down the reckoning 
through the fucceffion of feveral high-priefts, terminates the whole in the 
days of Jaddua, and the reign of Darius the Terjian, which clearly makes 
them contemporary. And therefore Darius the TerJJan, in that next men- 
tioned, could be none other than Darius Codomannus, becaufe no other 
Darius but he was King of Terfia while Jaddua Was high-prieft at Jerufa- 
lem. And if fo, it muft be in the reign of this Darius, of the fooneft, that 
this text was written, and confequently Nehemiah, if he were the writer 
of it, .muft then have been living. And fuppofing it to have been in the 
reign of this Darius, and in the firft year of it, Nehemiah, if then living, 
muft have been an hundred and forty years old ; but if it were after the 
death both of Darius and Jaddua, as the obvious fenfe of the text feems 
to imply, he muft then have been much older, that is, one hundred, fifty 
three at the leaft, as I have above-faid, but neither of thefe is likely, and 
therefore it muft be acknowledged, that this anfwer doth not remove the 
difficulty. Neither, 

Can the other anfwer remove that which arifeth from the age of 
Sanballat; For to folve that objection by making two Sanballats is plain- 
ly giving up the caufe, it being only a ftiift, which can never go down with 
any one that duly confiders the matter. For it is not to be doubted but 
that the Sanballatj who is faid in the laft chapter of Nehemiah to have 
married his daughter to one of the fons of Joiada the high-prieft, is the 
fame Sanballat who is mentioned fo often in the former part of that book, 
as the great oppofer of Nehemiah in all his undertakings for the welfare of 
the children of Ifrael. For he is in this laft place called by p the fame,pro- 
per name of Sanballat z& in the former places of that book, and hath there 
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alfo given unto him the fame additional name of the Horonite, taken froth 
the name of Horonaim 1 a city of Moab, whereof it's fuppbfed he Was 4 
native^ Arid it is not likely that both thefe names fhould concur in any 
other, within the time of the fame governor of Judea, but in the fame per- 
fon only. And that this fame Sanballat the Horonite is the fame Sanbal- 
lat, which JofephusXrezteth. ofj is as evident. For the Sanballat of Nehe- 
miah ' was governor of Sdmaria, and r fo was the Sanballat of Jo/ephtis ; 
the Sanballat of Nehemiah ' was a great enemy of the Jews, and v fd was 
the Sanballat Jofephus ; the Sanballat of Nehemiah w married his daugh- 
ter to one of thefons of an high-prieft of the Jews, and v fo did the San- 
ballat of Jofephus ; and who then is there,- that will not from hence con- 
clude that they were both the fame peffon? 

And thus far I have ihewn, that neither part of the objection above- 
mentioned is removed by either of thefe anfwers. And I have been the 
longer herein, becaufe they have been men of great name, and great leari*- 
ing, who have been the authors of them, and others as great have acqui- 
efced in them as fufficient. But to come to - the truth of the matter, I 
anfwer, 

i ft , As to the age of Nehemiah, that the text from whence this obje- 
ction is made doth not infer it. For notwithstanding what is faid therein* 
Nehemiah might have been dead, as ho doubt he was, a great number of 
years before it was written. For all that is contained in the faid xii ,h chap- 
ter of Nehemiah, from the beginning of it to the z.7 ,h verfe of the fame, 
was never written by Nehemiah, but is an interpolation there inferted long 
after his death 4 by thofe who received this book into the canon of fcrfc- 
pture. For * as Ezra, as far as he went in that collection which he made 
of the holy fcriptures, inferted in feveral places fueh interpolations as he 
thought necefTary for the clearer understanding of them, fo they who la- 
boured after him, in the perfecting of the faid colle&ion, did the fame in 
the books which they afterwards added to it, till they had completed the 
whole about the time of Simon the Jufi. For he being the laft of thofe 
whofe labours were employed in the fettling of the canon of the fcriptures 
of the Old Tejlameni, and this book being the Ml that was received into 
it, as being the laft that was written, it's juftly reckoned to have been in 
his time, that it wasfirft thus received into the number of the facred books, 
and then this interpolation was added by him, and thofe who were affiftirig 
to him in this work. Of all which particulars a fuller account will be here- 
after given in their proper places. And that this is an interpolation, the 
interruption which is made thereby, in the fenfe and connection of that 
part of the book, doth fufRciently Ihew, and ' moft learned men that hare 
cohfidered this matter, are now convinced that it is fo. 

But As to the other objedion which is drawn from the age of 
Sanballat, the anfwer is much eafier. For here there is no dppofition be- 
tween fcripture and fcripture, but only between fcripture and the writings 
of a prophane author. Nehemiah placeth Sanballat the Hcfronite in the 
time of Artaxerxes Longimanus ; 31 Jofephus makes him live down to the 
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time of Alexander the Great above an hundred years after. Here there is 
no neceffity of reconciling one with the other. For if both cannot confift 
together (as the great age which Sanballat in this cafe muft have lived co doth 
fufficiently prove they cannot) the prophane writer muft give place to the 
facred. And therefore the true anfwer in this matter is, Jojephus was mi- 
ftaken. The facred writ, as being dictated by the holy fpirit of God, muft 
ever be of infallible truth, which cannot be faid of the writings of Jofe- 
phus. For they have in them many great and manifefl miftakes, and no 
part of them more than the eleventh book of antiquities, in which is writ- 
ten what gives the ground for this objection. For therein he frequently 
varies from fcripture, hiftory, and common fenfe, which manifeftly proves 
it to have been thelealt conlidered, and the worft digefted, of all that he 
has written. Therein 3 he makes Cambyfes, who was the firft that reign- 
ed after Cyrus, to have been the Terfian King, that by his decree forbad 
the going on with the rebuilding of the temple, whereas b the fcripture 
plainly tells us it was Artaxerxes, who is there named in the third place 
after Cyrus. He c inferts into this book, out of the apocryphal Efdras t 
the fabulous and abfurd ftory of the three chamberlains contending before 
Darius Hyftafpis about what was ftrongeft ; and making Zerubbabel to be 
one of them, and to obtain the victory. In this conteft, he introduceth 'Da- 
rius giving him for the reward of this vi&ory, a decree for another return 
of the captive Ifraelites to Judea, which is neither fpoken of in fcripture, 
nor confifting with it, and placeth at the head of thofe, who he faith then 
returned, Zerubbabel the governor, and Jefl?ua the high-prieft, whereas 
it's certain from Ezra, Haggai, and Zechariah, that they were then both 
at Jerufalem, and there on the exhortations of the two prophets laffc men- 
tioned letting forward the rebuilding of the temple. And then he goes on 
out of the fame romance, to relate, as confequential to this fecond return, 
(which is wholly fictitious) all that which the fcriptures tell us was done 
after the firlt, and in fome particulars very much exceeds the fictions of 
the romancer himfelf. For he makes thofe who came from Babylon to 
Judea in this fictitious return, to be four millions eight thoufand fix hun- 
dred eighty four men, a monftrous number ! and the women and children 
that belonged to them to be no more than forty thoufand feven hundred 
forty and two, a difproportion which is utterly incredible, efpecially among 
thofe who had plurality of wives. And J he makes Xerxes, who fucceeded 
Darius Hyftafpis, to have been that Artaxerxes of the holy fcriptures, who 
fent Ezra and Nehemiah to Jerufalem, whereas c the thirty fecond year 
of that Artaxerxes is mentioned in fcripture, and it's certain the reign of 
Xerxes did not exceed f one and twenty. He brings not Mehemiah to Je- 
rufalem E till the twenty fifth year of that Artaxerxes, whereas the fcrip- 
tures h tell us, he came thither in the twentieth ; and he makes him to 
be employed there three years and an half in the building of the w 7 alls of 
the citj', whereas we read in the facred text, 1 that it was done in fifty 
two days. And fince Jofephus hath in this book made all thefe miftakes, 
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befides many more' Which it would be too long to relate, 1 hope it willnot 
be thought ftrattge,that I aflert What 'hefarth in 'this fame book in refe- 
rence to Sanballat, is a miftake alfo. For ,k therein he tells'Us, bfhim, 
<■<■ That beingmade governor of Samaria for Xhe 'laft "ZDarius, he married 
" his daughter to one whofe father ! had teen iiigh-prieft of the Jews* 
« and that this fon-in-kw tavingfor fhis marriage, as being contrary to the 
« Jewiflj law, been deprived of his priefthood :and thriven out dfjerufa- 
« lem, he obtained 'from Alexander (to whom he revolted while at the 
" fiege of Tyre) licence to.build on mount Gerizim near Samaria a tem- 
« pie like that at Jefitfalem, and to make his fon-in-law high-prieft of it, 
" and that after having attended Alexander at this fiege of Tyre* and alfo 
« at that of Gaza with eight thoufand men, about the time of the taking 
« of the laft of rhefe'he died." Thus far this hiftorian. That Sanbdllat 
thus married his daughter to a Ton of an high-prieft of the Jews, and built 
a temple an mount Gerissitn for him, I readily acknowledge ; but that he 
built this temple by licence fr om Alexander, or lived down to thofe times, 
is as great a miftake in the relator as any that I have above-mentioned. 
That he mould build this temple by licence from Alexander is inconliftent 
with what Jofephus himfelf tells us of the matter. For according to him San- 
ballat did not revolt to Alexander till he was fet down before Tyre, and that 
fiege and the fiege of Gaza both together kfted only, nine months. And 
therefore if we fuppofe Sanballat tohave obtained this'licence from Alex- 
ander in the "very beginning of thefe nine months, he could Tiave had but 
nine months wherein to build a templelike that ztJerufalem^N\i\ch coft the 
(labour of many years, and the work of a multitude of hands 'to erect it. 
And how is it poflible fuch a ftmemre could be built in fo morta time, and 
that efpecially, fince all that while neither Sanballat himfelf could be pre- 
fent to attend it, nor thofe by whofe hands and help the work was to be 
effected ? for during all that time Jofephus tells us, Sanballat attended A- 
lexander in the camp, and had eight thoufand of his- Samaritans rherewith 
him, who being the main ftrength and flower of that people, it is wholly 
improbable, that in their abfence thofe who wereleft behind ihould have 
capacity enough to undertake, or hands enoughto go thorough with fuch 
a work, efpecially When the chief projector Sanballat "himfelf, by whofe 
direction all was to be done, was abfent alfo. It being therefore utterly 
improbable, if not altogether impdfiible, that this temple could have been 
built by a licence from Alexander in the life-time of Sanballat * it mutt fol- 
low, that if it were built at all by virtue of fuch a licence from Alexander, 
it muft have been built by the Samaritans after Sanballat was dead. But 
the ill circumftances on which the Samaritans were with Alexander im- 
mediately after the time, vthenjojepftus faith Sanballat died, and the-great 
misfortunes which they thereon fell into, make this as improbable as the 
former. For Jllexander was no fooner gone into Egypt, where he imme- 
diately marched after his taking of Gaza, but the Samaritans 1 rifing in;a 
mutiny £g&mR Andromacbus, a favourite of his, whom he had left gover- 
nor of Syria, fet fire to thehoufe where he was, and burnt him to death; 
Which juftly provoked Alexander to fofevere a revenge againftthem, that 
on his return he put a great number of them to death, expelled all the reft 
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of .them out of their city, and gave it to be inhabited by a colony of his 
Macedonians, and "' -added their countrey to that of the Jews. ; And as 
to the eight thoufand pen' Which had followed his camp, " hefent them m- 
toTbebais, theremoteft province of Egj/j>t,and there fettled them onfuch 
lands as he caufed to be diftributed among them in that province, with- 
out fuffering them any more to return into their own countrey. The re- 
mainder that furyived this ruine, were permitted to dwell in Sechem, a 
fmall village near Samaria, which hath from that time been the head feat 
ofthat people, and there they have remained ever fince, even unto thisday- 
And whether a people, who had in fo high a degree provoked Alexander, 
mould be allowed to build fuch a temple by his favour, or if they had, 
could at all be in a capacity, when thus broken and ruined, toaccompluli 
it, is an eafy queftion to anfwer. "Whoever Ihill confider this in both its 
branches, will no doubt think it in each of them improbable, and that with 
a licence from Alexander, neither before the death of Sanballat nor after 
it, could any fuch temple have been built by the Samaritans. However, 
I deny not but that, as hath been already faid, fuch a temple was built by 
Sanballat upon mount Gerizim, and upon the occafion mentioned, that is, 
of the marriage of. his daughter with a fon of the high-prieft of the Jews, 
but this was done long ; before the time of the laft 'Darius, who was called 
Codomannus, in the. time of a former "Darius firnamed Not bus, who was 
King of 'PerjTa eighty eight years before him. For it appears from fcrip- 
ture, that thi's marriage Was confummated ° while Joiada the. fon of Eli- 
aJbibwAS high-prieit of the Jews, and he entered on his office in the 
eleventh year of this Darius; and four years afterwards (that is in the fifth 
year of the high-priefthod of the faid Joiada, and in the fifteenth year of 
'Darius Not bus) was it, ;that his fon was thus married to the daughter of 
Sanballat, as wilt be hereafter fhewn in its proper place. And upon this 
marriage followed all the reft, which Jofepkus relates of the building of 
the temple upon mount Gerizim by Sanballat, and the making of his fon- 
in-law high-prieft of it.-- So that all this was done, not in the time of Da- 
rius Codomantim-va. the laft year of his reign, or by licence from Alexander, 
but in the time of "Darius Nothus, and by licence from him only granted 
in the fifteenth 5f£ar of his reign to Sanballat for this purpofe; and this 
clears the whole 'objection. For Darius Nothus in Ttolemy's canon im- 
mediately fucceeded Artaxerxes Longimanus, in whofe twentieth year San- 
ballat is firft made' mention of, and fupppfing him to have been then thirty 
five years old, he would in the fifteenth year of Darius Notbusbe no more 
than feventy one, which is an age that more than the tenth part of man- 
kind commonly arrive unto, if we may make a judgment hereof from the 
bills of mortality in London, where commonly the aged make a tenth part 
of the burials, and none that die there ufe to be put into thofe bills under 
that title, unlefs they out-live feventy. That which led Jofefbus into this 
error, I take it, was the common notion, which hath; long obtained among 
his countrey men, p that the 'Darius whom Alexander conquered, was the 
fon of Aba/uerusby Efther ; and therefore on his making Artaxerxes Lon- 
gimanus to be Ahafuenis, he makes the "Darius that fucceeded him, that 
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is, Darius Nothus, to be that laft Darius, who was fubdued by that con- 
queror. And that this was his opinion appears plainly from his hiftory. 
For having therein given us an account of all the Kings of Terjia fromOy- 
rus to Artaxerxes Longimanus,'m that exadt feries of fuccellion, in which 
they reigned one after the other, without omitting fo much as the Magian 
ufurper, tho' he reigned only feven months ; after Artaxerxes Longima- 
nus he names none other but that laft Darius, in whom the Terfian em- 
pire ended. Which is a plain argument that he took that laft Darius to 
have been the Darius that fucceeded Artaxerxes Longimanusi and if fo, 
the age of Sanballat will then put no difficulty upon us. But q Ifaac Vof- 
Jiiis, by an emendation of the text of Jofephns, introduceth thereinto ano- 
ther Artaxerxes, as mentioned by him to reign in 'Perfia, between Artax- 
erxes Longimanus and the laft Darius. For whereas in the feventh chap- 
ter of the eleventh book of his Antiquities, in all the printed copies we 
read of Bagofes, that he was general to XcS. *Afl that is, of the peo- 

ple of Artaxerxes ; he would have it to be to aAAs 'A*7«?^|*, which may 
be rendred in Engliflo either of the other Artaxerxes, or of another Ar- 
taxerxes. And to juftify the emendation, he brings the authority of Ruf- 
finus, who, in his verfion of Jofephus, tranflates this place as if the copy 
which he ufed had it to aAAa 'A ? 7<z$-i*ga. But Rujfinus's Latin verfion is 
no fufficient ftandard, whereby to judge of the original, fince in many 
places he phantaftically varies from it. And fince there were two Artax- 
erxes's, that reigned in 'Perjia after Artaxerxes Longimanus, that is, Ar- 
taxerxes Mnemon, and Artaxerxes Ochus, whether by this «aa@L 'Ae- 
TaQgpc, we underftand the other Artaxerxes or another Artaxerxes, the 
true propriety of fpeech will bear neither of them in that place; and if it 
could, a long received reading ought in no ancient author to be varied 
from, without the authority of fome good manufcript to juftify the emen- 
dation, and there is none alledged in this cafe. So that all that Vojfius 
faith about it can amount to no more than a conjefture, which we can 
build nothing certain upon ; and to alter old authors, upon conjectures 
only, is never to be allowed, efpecially where the context will bear the 
one reading as well as the other. For fince the various fancies of men 
may lead to various conjeftures, if there fliould be fuch a liberty allowed, 
whole books may be thus altered away, and utterly defaced by fuch con' 
je&ural emendations, and many good authors have already too much fuf- 
fered by it. 

And thus far I have explained this important prophefy in all its parts 
and branches, and fully fhewn all thofe events in which every particular 
of it had its completion. That there are feveral difficulties in it muft be 
acknowledged. The perplexities, which many learned men have been led 
into in their explications of it, do fufficiently prove it. And the under- 
ftanding in a literal fenfe, what is there meant in a figurative, hath not been 
the leaft caufe hereof. Not to be delivered in plain terms is what is com- 
mon to all prophefies, there being none of them without their difficulties 
and obfcurities. There is too great an itch in mankind to look into futu- 
rities, which belong to God only to know. And although God hath been 
pleafed fo far to gratify our curiofity herein, as to give us prophefies for 
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the magnifying of his omnifcienee among us, yet they are molt of them 
delivered in fuch dark and obfcure terms, as not to be thoroughly under- 
ftoodtill after they are fulfilled. Then the events become fure comments 
upon the text. And I hope when the reader hath fully confidered all that is 
above propofed, concerning this very important prophefy, he will be tho- 
roughly fatisfyed how every particular of it hath had its completion. 
A „ But to return again to our hiftory. Ezra ' having found in the fecond 

A«axeJ- year of his government, that many of the people had taken ftrange wives 
xes 8 - contrary to the law, and that feveral of the priefts and Levites, as well as 
other chief men otjudah and Benjamin, had tranfgrefied herein, after he 
had in fatting and prayer deprecated God's wrath for it, he caufed proclama- 
tion to be made for all the people of IJrael, that had returned from the 
captivity, to gather themfelves together at Jerufalem, under the penalty 
of excommunication and forfeiture of all their goods. And when they 
were met, he made them fenfible of their fin, and engaged themin a pro- 
mise and covenant before God, to depart from it, by putting away their 
ftrange wives,, and all fuch as were born of them, that the feed of IJrael 
might not be polluted with fuch an undue commixture ; and thereon com- 
miflioners were appointed to enquire into this matter, and caufe every man 
to do according to, the, law herein. And they fat down the firft day of 
the tenth month to examine hereinto,, and made an end by the firft day of 
the firft month i. fo tshac in three months time, that is, in the tenth, ele- 
venth* and twelfth months, of the Jewijh year, a thorough reformation 
was made of this traofgreffion, which three months anfwer to January, 
February, and March in our year. 

Abov.t this time c BigthanwxdLTeneJh, two eunuchs of the palace, en- 
tered into, a confpiracy againft the life of King Artaxerxes. Moft likely 
they were of thofe who. had attended Queen Vajhti, and being now out 
of? their offices by the degrading of their miftrefs, and the advancing of 
another into her. place took that difguft thereat, as torefolve to revenge 
themfelves on the King for it ; of which Mordecai having gotten the 
knowledge he made difcovery hereof to Queen Efther, and ihe in Mor- 
decai'sname to the King ; whereon enquiry being made into the matter, 
and the whole tijeafon laid open and difcovered,. the two traitors were 
both crucified for it, and the hiftory of the whole matter was enter'd on 
the publkk regifters; and annals of the kingdom. 

MEGABTZUS and Artabajus, who were appointed generals by 
Artaxerxes, for the Egyptian war ' had drawn together into Cilicia and 
"Phce-nif iiiMi army, of three hundred thoufand men for that expedition ; but 
wanting afleet for. the carrying of it on by fea, they were forced to tarry 
there all thi.s ; year, while it was a preparing for them in Gilicia, Cyprus 
a$d e Phcenifia, and.other maritime parts of the Ter/ian empire there adjoin- 
ing, all which time, they carefully employed in exercifing their foldiers, and 
praftifingandinftrufting them in all military arts for the war, which con- 
duced npt ,a little to the victory which they afterwads obtained. In the 
interim, Inarus with his 'Egyptians, and the Athenian auxiliaries, prefTed 
hardicheir afiaults upon, the White Wall ' at Memphis, but the 'Perjians va- 
liantly defending themfelves, the fiege continued all this, year without any 
fuccefs. 
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But v the next year after, the Terjian fleet being ready, Artabafus took 
the command of it, and fet fail for the Nile; and at the fame time Mega- ^ rtax ( " 
byzus marched the army over land to Memphis, where on his arrival ha- 9 
ving raifed the fiege, and joined the befieged, he gave battel to Inarus 
and all his forces, and overthrew them with a great flaughter, which fell 
chiefly upon the Egyptian revolters. After this defeat Inarus, though woun- 
ded in the fight by Megabyzus, made his retreat with the Athenian auxi- 
liaries, and as many of the Egyptians as would follow him, to Biblus, a 
city ftanding intheifland Trojbpitis, which being furrounded by the Nile, 
and the branches of that river encompafling it being both navigable, the 
Athenians drew up their fleet into one of them, in a flation where it was 
fafe from the enemy, and endured a fiegeofan yearand half in that ifland. 
In the interim, the reft of the Egyptians, after that blow, all fubmitted to 
the conquerors, and returned again to their obedience to King Artaxerxes, 
excepting Amyrtaus, who £1111 maintained a party againft him in the fens, 
where he reigned many years ; the Terjians, by reafon of the difficulty of 
accefs to thofe parts, having been never able to reduce him. 

•In the mean time w the Terjian army at Trojbpitis prefled on the liege, An-m- 
but finding that they could make no work of it, by the ufual and common Amx ~ 
ways of war, by reafon of the valour and refolution of the defendents, at 
length had recourfe to craft and ftratagem, whereby they foon accomplifh- 
ed what by open force they could not effect. For having by the making 
of many channels drained that branch of the Nile, in which the Athenian 
fleet had its flation, they laid it on dry ground, and made a paflage open 
for all their army to pafs over into theifland ; whereon Itiarus, feeing his 
cafe defperate, with all his Egyptians, and about fifty of the Athenian au- 
xiliaries, came to compofition with Megabyzus, and yielded to him on 
terms of fafety for their lives. But the reft of the auxiliaries, being in 
number about fix thoufand, put themfelves on their defence ; and there- 
fore having fet their fleet on fire flood together in battel array, with refo- 
lution to die with their fwords in their hands, and in imitation of the La- 
cedemonians, that fell at Thermopylae, fell their lives as dear as they could ; 
which the Terjians perceiving, and not being willing to engage with men 
fo defperately refolved, offered them peace on terms, that they fhould 
leave Egypt, and have a free paffage home into their own countrey, which 
way they fhould chufe for their return thither ; which being accepted of, 
they delivered the ifland with the city of Bibius to the conquerors, and 
marched to Cyrene, where they took fliipping for Greece. But the major 
part of thofe that went on this expedition perifh'd in it. 

And this was not all the lofs which the Athenians fuffered in this war. 
1 For another fleet of fifty fail being fent by them, for the relief of thofe 
who were befieged in Trofopitis, they arrived at one of the mouths of the 
Nile, a little after the place was delivered, with intention to fail up the 
Nile for the affiftance of their countreymen, to the place where they, were 
befieged, not knowing the misfortune that had hapned to them. But they 
were no fooner entered the river, but they were fet upon by the Terjian 
fleet from the fea, and affaulted with darts by their land-army from the 
fhore, fo that they all perifhed, excepting a very few of their fhips, which 
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broke thorough the enemy, and efcaped. And here ended this unfortu- 
nate war, which the Athenians made in Egypt, in the fixth year after it 
was begun. And after this. Egypt was. again reduced under the Terjian 
yoke, and fo continued all the remaining time of the reign of Artaxerxes. 
An. 45-3. JOACHIM the high-prieft of the Jews being dead, was y fucceeded 
A«ax- by EUajhib his fon, who bore that office forty years. 
c«es 12. HAM AN an Amalekite, of the posterity of Agog, who was King of 
Amalek in the time of Saul, 1 growing to be the chief favourite of King 
Artaxerxes, all the King's fervants were commanded to pay reverence 
unto him, and bow before him; and all of them obeyed the royal order 
herein, excepting Mordecai the Jew, who fitting in the King's gace, accor- 
ding to his office, paid not any reverence to Hamaii at fuch times as he 
pafled by into the palace, neither bowed he at all to him; of which being 
told he was exceeding wroth, but fcorning to lay hands on one man only, 
and being informed: that he was a Jew, he refolved in revenge of this af- 
front to deftroy not only him,, but alfo- his whole nation with him; and' to 
this, perchance, he was not a little excited, by the ancient Enmity which 
was between them, and the people of whom he was defcended. And 
therefore for the accompliflung of this defign, on the firft day of the firft 
month, that is, the month Nifan, he called together his divi«ers, to find 
but what day would he the moftlueky for the putting, of it in execution; 
whereon, they having* according, to the way of divination then in ufe 
among thofe eaftern people, caftlots.firft upon each month, and after upon 
each day of the month, did thereby determine for the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month following, called Adar, as the day which they judged would 
be the moft lucky for the accomplifhing of what he purpofed. Whereon 
he forthwith went in unto the King, and having infinuated to him, that 
there, was a certain people difperfed all over, his empire, who did not keep 
the King's laws, but followed laws of their own, diverfe from the laws of ali 
other people, to the disturbance of the good order of his kingdom;, and 
the breach of that uniformity whereby it ought to be governed ; andc that 
therefore it was not for the King's profit that they mould beany longer 
fuffered, he propofed and gave counfel that they fhould be all deftroyed, 
and extirpated out of the whole empire of 'Perjia, and urged: it as. that 
which was neceflary for the eftablifhing of the peace and good order of 
his government. To which having obtainedr the King's confent, and an 
order, that on the thirteenth day of Adar following, according as was 
determined by the divination of the lots, iE mould be put in execution, he 
called the King's fcribes together to writethe decree; and it being drawn 
according as he propofed, on the thirteenth day of the fame month of 2V7- 
fan, copies thereof were written out and: fent into all the provinees ofthe 
empire, commanding the King's lieutenants* governors* and all- other his 
officers in every one of them, to deftroy, kill, and caufe to; perifli, all Jews 
both young and old, little children and. women* in one day,, even; on- the 
thirteenth day of Adar following, 5 and- to take the fpoil of them for a prey ; 
which day being full eleven months; after, the date of the decree, the lot 
which pointed out that day feems; tcr have, heen direfied by the £pe-> 
cial providence of God, that fo long;a fpace, intervening- there might; be 
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time enough to take Rich meafures as might foe proper to prevent themif- 
chief intended. 

But an objection being like to arife againft this from thofe who had the 
management of the King's trearary, beeaufe the delrroying of fb great a 
number of the King's fubje&Sj as the Jeu&s through the whole empire 
amounted to, muft necefiarily caufe a great diminution of the publick 
t&xes, he offered " ten thoufand talents of filver out of his own purfe to 
make the King amende for it ; which fum, if computed by Babylohijbtz.- 
lents, amounts to two millions one hundred and nineteen thoufand pounds 
of our fterling money ; but if by Jewijb talents, it will be above twice as 
much ; a prodigious fum for a private man to be owner of! As this {hews 
the greatnefs of his riches, fo doth it alfo the greafnefs of his malice to- 
wards the yews, that he could be content to give fo great a price for the 
executing of his revenge upon them. But the King's favour was then fo 
great toward him, b that he remitted to him all that fum, and granted 
him all that he defired without it ; though the damage, which the King 
would have fuffered by it in his revenue, would have been much greater 
than all that the enemy was able to give c could have been fuffieient to 
countervail. We are not to wonder that private men had then fuch vaft 
riches. There are inftances to be given of much greater Aims in the hands 
of fuch men in thofe ancient times. I mall at prefent make mention only 
of two of them, Tythiusthe Lydian, and Marcus Crajfus the Roman. The 
former, when Xerxes pafled into Greece, " was pofleifed of two thoufand 
talents in filver, and four millions of darics in gold, which together amoun- 
ted to near five millions artd an half of our fterling money. And the lat- 
ter, • after he had confecrated the tenth of all that he had to Hercules, 
feafted all the people of Rome at ten thoufand tables, and had given them 
in a donative of corn to every citizen as much as would laft him three 
months, found the remainder of his eftate to be feven thoufand onehmr- 
dred Roman talents, which amounts to above a million and an half of our 
money. This may feem much to us at pfefent ; but the wonder will ceafe, 
when we confider that from the time of David and Solomon, and for 
above fifteen hundred years afterwards, gold and filver was in much grea- 
ter plenty in the world, than either of them is at prefent. The immenfe 
riches f which Solomon had in gold and filver, the prodigious quantities of 
both thefe, ? which Alexander found in the' treafuries of Darius, and " the 
vaft loads of them, which we find often to [have been carried in triumph 
before Roman generals, when they returned from conquered provinces ; 
and the exceffive fums h which fome of the Roman Emperors expended in 
their luxurious and phantaftical enjoyments, and in donatives to their ar- 
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mies, and many | other inftances in the hiftories of the times I have men- 
tioned fufficiently prove this. But at length the mines which furnifhed 
this plenty, elpecially thofe of the fouthern Arabia (where wefuppofe was 
the Ophir of the ancients) being exhaufted ; and the burning of cities, 
and great devaluations of countries, which after followed from the erupti- 
ons of the Goths, Vandals, Huns and other barbarous nations in the weft, 
and of the Saracens, Turks, and T artars in the eaft, having wafted and 
deflroyed a great part of the gold and filver which the world afore aboun- 
ded with, this induced that great fcarcity of both, which afterwards en- 
fued, and which the mines of Mexico, Tern, and Brajil, have not as 
yet been able fully to repair. 

It's hard to find a rcafon for Mordecai's refufmg to pay this refpecl: to 
Haman, which may be fufficient to excufe him for thus expofing himfelf 
and all his nation to that deftrudtion, which it had like to have drawn up- 
on them. That which is commonly faid, is, that it was the fame adoration 
which was paid to the King of Terjla, and that ' confitting in the bowing of 
the knee, and the proftration of the whole body, even to the ground, it was 
avoided by Mordecai upon a k notion which he had of its being idolatrous. 
But this being the common complement, which was constantly paid to the 
Kings of Terfia by all that were admitted into their prefence, it was no 
doubt paid to this very King by Ezra and Nebemiab, when they had ac- 
cefs unto him, and after alfo by Mordecai himfelf. For otherwife he could 
not have obtained that admiffion into his prefence, and that advancement 
in his palace which was afterwards there granted unto him. And if it 
were not idolatrous to pay this adoration to the King, neither could it be 
idolatrous to pay it to Haman. The Greeks would not pay this refpeft to 
the King of Terfia out of pride ; and excepting Themiftocles, and 1 two or 
three more, " none of them could ever be brought to it. I will not fay 
that this was the cafe of Mordecai in refpecl: of Haman. Itfeems moft pro- 
bable, that his refufmg to pay him this reverence, was from a caufe that 
was perfonal in Hainan, only. Perchance it was becaufe Haman being of 
the race of the Amalekites, he looked on him as under the curfe " which 
God had denounced againil that nation, and therefore thought himfelf 
obliged not to give fuch honour unto him. And if all the reft of the Jews 
thought the fame, this might feerri reafon enough to him to extend his 
wrath againft the whole nation, and to meditate the deftruction of them all 
in revenge hereof. But whatsoever was the caufe that induced Mordecai 
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to refufe the payment of this refpeft to the King's favourite, this provoked 
that favourite to obtain the decree above-mentioned, for the utter extir-* 
pation of the whole Jewijh nation in revenge for it. 

When 0 Mordecai heard of this decree, he made great lamentation as 
did alfo all. the Jews of Shujhan with him ; and therefore putting on fa'ck- 
eloth he fat in this mournful garb without the King's gate, (for he might 
not enter within it in that drefs) which being told Efther, me fent to him 
to know what the matter was ; whereon Mordecai acquainted her with 
the whole ftate of the cafe, and fent her a copy of the decree, that there- 
by fhe might fully fee the mifchief that was intended againft her people 
abfolutely to deftroy them and root them out from the face of the earth - 
and therefore commanded her forthwith to go in unto the King, and make 
i'upplication for them. At firil flie exeufed herfelf becaufe of the law, 
whereby it was ordained, that whofoever, whether man or woman, mould* 
come in unto the King into the inner court, who was not called for, IhouJd 
be put to death, excepting fuch only to whom the King mould hold out 
the golden fceptre in his hand, that he might live, and fhe was afraid of 
hazarding her life in this cafe. Whereon Mordecai, fending to her again 
told her, that the decree extended univerfally to all of her nation, without 
any exception, and that if it came to execution, fhe muft not expeft to 
efcape more than any other of her people; that providence feemed to 
have advanced her of purpofe for this work, but if fhe refufed to aft her 
part in it,, then deliverance mould come fome other way, and fhe and her 
father's houfe fhould perifh. For he was fully perfuaded, God would not 
fufFer his people to be thus totally deflroyed. Whereon Efther refolving 
to. put her life to hazard for the fafety of her people, defired Mordecai 
that he and all the Jews then in Shujhan would faft three days for her' 
and offer up prayer and humble fupplication to God to profper her in the 
undertaking,; which being accordingly done, on the third day Efther put 
on her royal apparel, and went in unto the King, where he was fitting up- 
on his throne in the inner part of the palace. And as foon as he faw her 
ftandingin the court he fhewed favour unto her, and held out his golden 
fceptre towards her, and Efther going near and touching the top of it had 
thereby her life fecured unto her. And when the King asked her, what 
her petition was, at firft fhe only defired, that he and Haman would come 
to a banquet which fhe had prepared for him. And when Haman was cal- 
led, and the. King and he were at the banquet, he asked' her again of her 
petition, promifingit ihould be granted her, even to the half of his king- 
dom; but then fhe defired only, that the King and Haman would come 
again the next day to the like banquet', intimating, that then fhe would 
make known her requeft unto him. Her intention;, in defiring thus to 
entertain the King twice at her banquets before fhe made known her pe^ 
titionunto him, was,, that thereby fhe might the more endear herfelf to' 
him, anddifpofe him the better to- grant the requeft which fhe had ttt 
make unto him. 

HAMAN being proud' of the honour of being thus admitted alone 
with the. King ta the Queen's banquet, went home to hi s houfe much puf& 
fed up here- with. But in his returning thither^ feeing Mordecai fitting at the- 
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gate of the palace, and ftill refuting to bow unto him, this moved his in- 
dignation to fuch a degree, that on his coming to his houfe, and calling 
his friends about him to relate to them the great honour that was done 
him by the King and Queen, and the high advancement which he had ob- 
tained in the kingdom, he could not forbear complaining of the difrefpecl: 
and affront offered him by Mordecai. Whereon they advifed him to caufe 
a gallows to be built of fifty cubits height, and next morning to ask the 
King to have Mordecai to be hanged thereon. And accordingly he order- 
ed the gallows immediately to be made, and went early next morning to 
the palace for the obtaining of a grant from the King to hang Mordecai 
on it. But p that morning the King awaking fooner than ordinary, and 
not being able to compofe himfelf again to fleep, he called for the book 
of the records and chronicles of the kingdom, and caufed them to be read 
unto him ; wherein jfinding an account of the confpiracy of Bigthan and 
Terejb, and that it was difcovered by Mordecai the Jew, the King enqui- 
red what honour had been done to him for the fame and being told that 
nothing had been done for him, he enquired who was in the court, and 
being told that Hamati was Handing there, (for he attended early to fpeak 
to the King for the purpofe I have mentioned) he ordered him to be cal- 
led in, and asked of him, what fhould be done to the man whom the King 
delighted to honour. Whereon Haman, thinking this honour was inten- 
ded for himfelf, gave advice, That the royal apparel fhould be brought 
which the King ufed to wear, and the horfe which was kept for his own 
riding, and the crown royal which ufeth to befet upon his head, and that 
this apparel and horfe fhould be delivered into the hands of one of the 
King's moft noble princes, that he might array therewith the man whom 
the King delighted to honour, and bring him on horfeback through the 
whole city ; and proclaim before him, Thus fhall it be done unto the man 
whom the King delighteth to honour. W hereon the King commanded him 
forthwith to take the apparel and horfe, and do all this to Mordecai the 
Jew 3 who fat in the King's gate, in reward for his difcovery of the trea- 
son of the two eunuchs. All which Hainan having been forced to do in 
obedience, to the King's command, he returned with great forrow to his 
houfe, lamenting the disappointment and great mortification he had met 
with, in being thus forced to pay fo fignal an honour to his enemy, whom 
he intended at the fame time to have hanged on the gallows which he had 
provided for him. And on his relating of this to his friends, they all told 
him, that if this Mordecai were of the feed of the Jews, this bad omen 
foreboded, that he fhould not prevail againft him, but fhould furely fall 
before him. While they were thus talking, one of the Queen's chamber- 
lains came to Hainan's houfe to haften him to the banquet, and feeing the 
gallows which had beenfet up the night before, fully informed himfelf of 
the intent for which it was prepared. On the King and Haman's fitting 
down to the banquet, * the King asked again of EftJier, what washer pe- 
tition, with like promife as before of granting of it to her, even to the 
half of his kingdom. Whereon fhe humbly prayed the King, that her Life 
might be given her at her petition, and her people at her requeft ; for a 
defign was laid for the deftruftion of her and all her kindred and nation; 



p Efther vi. 9 Either vu. Jofeph. Arttiq. lib. 11, cap. 6. 



at 



Book V. the Old and New Testament. 



,.at which the King asking, with much anger, who it was that durft do this 
' thing fhe told him that Haman then prefent was the wicked author of the 
plot, and laid the whole of it open to the King. Whereon the King rofe 
up in great wrath from the banquet, and walked out into the garden ad- 
joyning, which Haman perceiving fell down before the Queen upon the 
bed, on which flie was fitting, to fupplicate for his life ; in which pofture 
the King having found him on his return, fpoke out in great paffion ; 
What will he force the Queen before me in the houfe ? At which words 
the fervants prefent immediately ' covered his face, as was then the ufage 
to condemned perfons, and the chamberlain, who had that day called Ha- 
man to the banquet, acquainting the King of the gallows which he faw at 
his houfe, there prepared for Mordecai, who had faved the King's life in 
detecting the treafon of the two eunuchs, the King ordered that he Ihould 
be forthwith hanged thereon ; which was accordingly done ; and all his 
houfe, goods and riches were given to Queen EJther, and flie appointed 
Mordecai to be her fteward to manage the fame. f On the fame day the 
Queen acquainted the King of the relation which Mordecai had unto her; 
whereon the King took him into his favour, and advanced him to great 
power, riches, and dignity in the empire, and made him the keeper of his 
fignet in the fame manner as Haman had been before. 

But ' ftill the decree for the deftru&ion of the Jews remaining in its 
full force, the Queen petitioned the King the fecond time to put away this 
mifchief from them. But according to the laws of the Medes and Ter- 
Jians, " nothing being to be reverfed which had been decreed and written 
in the King's name, and fealed with the King's feal ; and the decree pro- 
cured by Haman againft the Jews having been thus written and fealed, it 
could not be recalled. All therefore that the King could do in compliance 
with her requeft, was to give the Jews., by a new decree, fuch a power 
to defend themfelves againft all that ihould afTault them, as might render 
the former decree ineffectual ; And for that end he bid EJther and Mor- 
decai draw fuch a decree in words as ftrong as they could devife, that fo 
the former might be hindered from being executed, though it could not 
be annull'd. And therefore the King's fcribes being again called on the 
twenty third day of the third month, a hew decree was drawn juft two 
months and ten days after the former, wherein the King granted to the 
Jews, which were in every city of the 'Perfian Empire, full licence , to ga- 
ther themfelves together, and ftand for their lives, and to deftroy, flay, 
and caufe to perifh, all the power of the people and province, that ihould 
aflault them, with their little ones and women, and to take the fpoil of 
them for a prey. And this decree being written in the King's name, and 
fealed with his copies hereof Were drawn out, and efpecial meflen- 
gers were difpatched with them into all the provinces of the empire. 

In the interim w Megabyzus having reduced the whole kingdom of E- 
gypt, except the fenny part held by Atnyrtaus'i and there fettled all matters 
again under the dominion of King Ariaxerxes, he made Sartamas gover- 
nor of thatcountrey, and returned to Sufa, carrying with hitn ; Indrus and 
his Grecian Prifoners. And having given the King an account of the arti- 
cles he had granted them of Jife and fefety, he-obtained of him a xatifi- 
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cation of the lame, although with difficulty, becaui'e of the King's anger 
againlt them for the death of Acbtuienides his brother, who was flain in 
battel againlt them. J$ut Hatnejiris, the mother of botli thefe brothers, 
was fo eagerly fet for the revenging of the death of her fon, that ihe noc 
only demanded that Inarus and his Creeks Jhould be delivered up to her 
to be put to death for it, contrary to the articles given them, but alfo re- 
quired that Megabyzus himfelf, though her fon-in-law, Jhould undergo 
the fame punilhment, for granting them fuch articles as Ihould exempt 
them from that juil revenge, which in this cafe flic ought to execute upon 
them. And it was with difficulty that flic was for this time put off with 
a denial. 

Am , The thirteenth day of A/far drawing near, * when the decree obtained 
*i"iult- by Haman for the dellruction of the Jews was to be put in execution, 
»« 13. rn cir adverfaries every where prepared to aft againft them according to the 
contents of it. And the Jews, on the other hand, by virtue of the fecond 
decree above-mentioned, which wasobtained in their favour by Efiberox\A 
Mordecai, gathered thcmfclvcs together in every city where they dwelt, 
throughout all the provinces of King Artaxerxes y to provide for their de- 
fence ; fo that on the faid thirteenth of Adar y through the means of thefe 
two different and difcordant decrees, a war was commenced between the 
"jews and their enemies throughout the whole TerJFan Empire. But the 
rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants, and deputies, and other offi- 
cers of the King, knowing in what power Efiber and Mordecal were then 
with him, through fear of them fo favoured the Jews, that they prevailed 
every where againlt all thofe that rofe up againlt them, and on that day 
throughout the whole empire flew of their enemies feventy five thoufand 
pcrfons, and in the city of Sbujbatt, on that day and the next, eight hun- 
dred more, among which were the ten fonsof Hainan, whom by a fpecial 
order from the King they caufed all to be hanged, perchance upon the fame 
gallows on which Hainan their father had been hanged before. 

The Jews being thus delivered from this dangerous defign, which threat- 
ncd them with no lefs than utter extirpation, they made great rejoicing for 
it on the two days following, that is, on the fourteenth and fifteenth days 
of the faid month of Adar. ' And by the order of EJlber and Mordecai, 
thefe two days, with the thirteenth that preceeded them, were fet apart 
and confecrated to be annually obferved for ever after in commemoration 
hereof; the thirteenth as a fait, becaufcof the deliruclion on that day in- 
tended to have been brought upon them ; and the other two as a fcaft, 
becaufcof their deliverance from it. And ' both this fall and this fcaft they 
conllantly obferve every year, on thofc days, even to this time. The fait 
they call the fait of EJlber, and the fcaft the fcaft of Turiw, from the Ter- 
fian word Turim, (which fignificth lots) becaufc it was by the calling of 
lots that Haman did fet out this time for their defiruaion. This fealt is 
the Bacchanals of the Jews, which they celebrate with all manner of re- 
joicing, mirth, and jollity; and therein indulge themfclvcs in all manner 
of luxurious cxcelfcs, cfpccially in drinking of wine even to drunkennefs; 
which they think part or the duty of the folcmnity, becaufe it was by the 
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means of the wine-banquet (they fay) that Efther made the King's heart 
merry, and brought him into that good humour, which inclined him to 
grant the requeft which flie made unto him for their deliverance ; and 
therefore they think they ought to make their hearts merry alfo when they 
celebrate the commemoration of it. During this feftival the book of Efther 
is folemnly read in all their fynagogues, from the beginning to the end, at 
which they are all to be prefent, men, women, children, andfervants, be- 
caufe all thefe had their parts in this deliverance which Efther obtained for 
them. Andasoften as the name of Haman occurs in the reading of this book, 
their ufage is for them all to clap with their hands, and ftamp with their 
feet, and cry out, Let his memory perijh. This is the laft featt of the year 
among them. For .the next that follows is the paflbver, which always falls 
in the middle of the month, which begins the Jewifl? year. 

The Athenians having provided themfelves with another fleet, after the An - 4f°- 
tofs of that in Egypt, ' fent Cimon with two hundred fail again into Cy- ^s'i S . 
prus, there to carry on the war againft the Terfians, where he took Citium 
and Malum, and feveral other cities, and fent fixty fail into Egypt to the 
affittance of Amyrtaus. At the fame time Artabafus was in thofe feas 
with a fleet of three hundred fail ; and Megabyzus, the other general of 
King Artaxerxes, had a land-army of three hundred thoufand men on the 
coafts of Cilicia, but neither of them had the fuccefs in this war which 
they had in the laft. For 

CIMON, * on the return of his mips from Egypt, fell on Artabafus, a».^ } . 
and having taken an hundred of his mips, and deftroyed feveral others, A«ax- 
purfued the remainder to the coafts of 'Phoenicia', and being fiufli'd with crxcs 
this fuccefs - , on his return landed upon Megabyzus in Cilicia, and over- 
threw him alfo, making a very great daughter of his numerous army, and 
then failed back again to Cyprus with a double triumph. 

ARTAXERXES hearing of thefe great lofles, fuftained both at fea 
and land, b became weary of To deftruftive a war, and therefore upon 
thorough advice taken with his counfellors and minifters, came to a refo- 
lution of putting an end to the calamities of it, by coming to an accom- 
modation with the enemy; and accordingly fent to his generals and com- 
manders, who had the charge of the Cyprian war, to make peace with the 
Athenians on the beft terms they could. "Whereon Megabyzus and Ar- 
tabafus fending embafladors to Athens to make the propofal, plenipotenti- 
aries were appointed of each fide to treat of the matter, and they came to 
an'agreement on thefe terms : i ft , That all the Grecian cities in Afta mould 
have their liberty, and be left free to live according to their own laws ; 
2, d,y , That no Terfian fhip of war Ihould any more appear on any of thofe 
feas, which lie from the Cyanean to the Chelidonian iflands, that is, from 
the Euxinefea to the coafts of Tamphylia ; 3% That no Terftan comman- 
der Ihould come with an army by land* within three days journey of thofe 
feas ; 4 th ", That the Athenians mould no more invade any of the territories 
of King Artaxerxes. Which articles being ratified and fworn to on both 
fides. Peace was concluded. And fo this war ended,' after it had conti- 
nued from the time that the Athenians burnt Sardis (which was the firft 
beginning of it) full one and fifty years; to the deftrudrion of a vail hunv 
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ber of men on both fides. In the interim, Cimon died at Citium, and the 
Athenians returned with his corps to Athens-, and after this came no more 
into thofe feas. 

An. 448. King Artaxerxes c being continually follicited by his mother, to deliver 
wxewy. to her Inarus, and the Athenians who were taken with him in Egypt, that 
fiie might revenge on them the death of her fon Achamenides, after having 
for five years refilled her unwearied and reftlefs importunities, was at Iaft 
tired out by them to yield to her requeft, and the prifoners were deliver- 
ed to her ; whereon the cruel woman, without having any regard to the 
publick faith which had been plighted for their fafety, caufed Inarus d to 
be crucified, and the heads of all the reft to be ftruck off, at which Me- 
gabyzus was exceedingly grieved and offended. For it being on his en- 
gagement for their fafety that they had rendred themfelves, he thought it 
a great difhonourdone him, that he was thus violated, and therefore re- 
tired in difcontent into Syria, the province of which he was governor, 
and to revenge the wrong there raifed an army, and rebelled againft the 
King. 

An. 447. To reprefs this rebellion c Artaxerxes fent OJiris, a prime nobleman of 
erxes X i8. his court, with two hundred thoufand men into Syria. But Megabyzifs 
having met him in battel, wounded him, and took him prifoner, and put 
his whole army to flight. But Artaxerxes having fent a meffenger to de- 
mand him, Megabyzus forthwith releafed him, and as foon as his wounds 
were healed fent him back again to the King. 
An. 446. The next year following the King/ fent another army againft him, un- 
Artax- <Jer the command of Menofianes fon to Artarius governor of Babylon, and 
srxes 19. QQ£ of his brothers g ut he had no better fortune this year than the for- 
mer general had inthelaft ; for being in the fame manner vanquifhqd and put 
to flight, Megabyzus gained a great viftory over him ; whereby Artax- 
erxes perceiving that he could not prevail againft him by force of arms, 
fent Artarius his brother, and Amytis his fitter, who was wife to Mega- 
byzus, with feveral other perfons of quality, to reconcile him unto him, 
and bring him by fair means to return to his duty, by whofe interpofition 
the difference being made up, the King granted him his pardon, and he 
returned again to court. But while the King was in hunting, a Lion having 
raifed himfelf up upon his hinder legs againft him, Megabyzus, who was 
then prefent, Out of his zeal to extricate the King from this danger,, threw- 
a dart at the lion and flew him. But Artaxerxes laying hold of this light 
pretence to exprefs the bitter rancor which he ftill retained againft him 
for his late revolt, ordered his head to be ftruck off for presuming to 
ftrike at the beatt before him, and it was with difficulty that Amytis his 
wife, arid Hameftris her. mother * with their jpint petitions* prevailed fo far 
in his behalf, that his fentence of death was changed into that of bani.fh- 
ment ; whereon he was fent to Cyrta, a place on the Red Sea, there to 
lead the reft of his life under confinement. But after he had lived there 
five years, having made his efcape from thence, and under the habit and 
difguife of a leper got fafe to his ownhoufe at Sufa, he was there by the* 
means of his wife and her mother again reftored ; to the King's favour, and 
continued in it. ever after to the time : of his death, which hapned fome 
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years after, in the feventy fixth year of his age, and was then very much 
lamented by the King and all his court. For he was the ableft man bothin 
council and war, that was in the whole empire, and to him Artaxerxes 
owed his life, as well as his crown, at his firft acceffion to the govern- 
ment. But it is a dangerous thing for a fubject to have too much obliged 
his prince, and this was the caufe of all the misfortunes that hapned unto 
him. 

E ZR A e continued in the government of Judea till the [end of this 
year, and by virtue of the commiffion he had from the King, and the 
powers granted him thereby, he reformed the whole ftate of the Jewi/b 
church according to the law of Mdfes, in which he was excellently learned, 
and fettled upon that bottom, upon which it afterwards flood to the time 
of our Saviour. The two chief things which he had to do, were to re- 
itore the obfervance of the Jewijh law, according to the ancient appro- 
ved ufages which had been in praftice before the captivity, under the di- 
rections of the prophets, and to colled together, and fet forth a correft 
edition of the holy fcriptures ; in the performance of both which, the 
Jews tell Us, he had the affiftance of what they call the great fynagogue* 
h which, they tell us, was a convention confifting of one hundred and , 
twenty men, who lived all at the fame time under the prefidency of Ezra, 
and were affifting to him in both thefe two works ; and among thefe they 
name 'Daniel and his three friends, Shadrach, Mefach, and Abednego, as 
the firft of them, and Simon the Juft as the laft of them ; though from'the 
laft mention which we have of Daniel in the holy fcriptures to the time 
of Simon the Juft, there had pafled no lefs than two hundred and fifty 
years. But all this they reconcile by that abfurd and wretched account 
which they give of the hiftory of thofe times. For they tell us, that the 
whole Terjian empire lafted only fifty two years, (as hath been afore taken 
notice of) and that the Darius whom we call Darius HyftaJ^is was the 
Darius whom Alexander conquered, and that the fame was the Artax- 
erxes (which they will have to be thecommon name of all the Kings of "Per/id 
in thofe times) who fent Ezra firft, and afterwards Nehemiah, to Jerufa-- 
lem, to reftore the ftate of the Jews, and that Simon the Juft was the fame 
with y^^»«thehigh-prieft, who received Alexander at Jerufalem. And 
according to this account they might indeed all have lived together in 
the feventh year of this Darius, or Artaxerxes (as they would call him) 
when they fay EzraSxH went to Jerufalem; for that was in the middle of 
the faid fifty two years, according to their computation ■, at which time 
Jaddua might very well have been of an age capable to affift in thofe coun- 
cils, and it is not impoffible but Daniel might have lived down to it, for 
the fcriptures give us no account of his death. The truth of this matter' 
feemeth moft likely to have been, that thefe one hundred and twenty 
men were fuch principal elders, as lived in a continued fuccerKoh from 
the firft return of the Jews after the Babylon ijh captivity^ to the death of 
Simon the Juft, and laboured in their feveral times, fome after others, in 
the carrying on of the two great works above-mentioned, till both were 
fully completed in the time of the faid Simon the Juft, (who was made 
high-prieft of the Jews in the twenty fifth year after the death of Ale^an^ 
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der the Great ) and Ezra had the afliftance of fuch of them as lived in his 
time. But the whole conduct of the work, and the glory of accomplim- 
ing it, is by the Jews chiefly attributed to him, under whofe prefidency 
(they tell us) it was done. And therefore * they look on him as another 
Mofes. For the law, they fay, was given by Mofes, but it was revived 
and reftored by Ezra, after it had been in.a manner extinguilhed and loft 
in the Babylojiifi captivity. And therefore they reckon him as the fecond 
founder of it, and it is a common opinion among them, b that he was Ma- 
lachi the prophet ; that he was called Ezra as his proper name, and Mala- 
chi (which fignifyeth an angel or meflenger) from his office, becaufe he 
was fent as the angel and melfenger of God to reftore again the Jewijfo re- 
ligion, and eftablifli it in the fame manner as it was before the captivity, 
on the foundation of the law and the prophets. And indeed, by virtue of 
that ample commifllon which he had from King Artaxerxes, he had an op- 
portunity of doing more herein than any other of his nation, and he exe- 
cuted all the powers thereof to the utmoft he was able, for the refettling 
both of the ecclefiaftical and political ftate of the Jews, in the beft pofture 
they were then capable of, and from hence his name is in fo high efteem 
and veneration among the Jews, that it is a common faying among their 
writers, That if the law had not been given by Mofes, Ezra was worthy 
by whom it mould have been given. 

As to the ancient and approved ufages of the Jewijh church, which had 
been in practice before the captivity, they had by Jejhua and Zerubbabel, 
with the chief elders their contemporaries, and by others that after fuc- 
ceeded them, been a gathering together from their firft return to Jerufa- 
lem, as they could be recovered from the memories of the ancients of 
their nation, who had either feen them praftis'd themfelves before the 
captivity, or had been informed concerning them by their parents or 
others, who had lived before them. All thefe, and whatfoever elfe was 
pretended to be of the fame nature, Ezra brought under a review, and 
having, after due examination, allowed fuch-of them as were to be allow- 
ed, and fettled them by his approbation and authority, they gave birth to 
what the Jews now call their oral law. For they c own a twofold law, 
the firft the written law, which is recorded in the holy fcriptures, and the 
fecond the oral law, which they have only by the tradition of their elders. 
And both thefe, they fay, were given them by Mofes from .mount Sinai, 
of which the former only was committed to writing, and the other deli- 
vered down to them from generation to generation by the tradition of the 
elders. And therefore holding them to be both of the fame authority, as 
having both of them the fame divine original, they think themfelves to be 
bound as much by the latter as the former, or rather much more. For the 
written law is, * they fay, in many places obfcure, fcanty, and defeftive, 
and could be no perfect rule to them without the oral law, which con- 
taining, according to them, a full, complete and perfect interpretation of 
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all that is written in the other, fupplies all the defects, and folves all the 
difficulties of it. And therefore they obferve the written law no other- 
wife, than according as it is expounded and interpreted by their oral law. 
And hence it is a common faying among them, that the covenant was made 
with them, not upon the written law, but upon the oral law. And there- 
fore they do in a manner lay afide the former, to make room for the lat- 
ter ; and refolve their whole religion into their traditions, in the fame 
manner as the Romanifts do theirs, having no farther regard to the writ- 
ten word of God, than as it agrees with their traditionary explications of 
it, but always preferring them thereto, though in many particulars they 
are quite contradictory to it ; which is a corruption that had grown to a 
great height among them even in our Saviour's time ; for he chargeth them 
with it, and tells them, Mark vii. 13. That they made the word of God of 
none effeEt through their traditions. But they have done it much more 
fince, profeffing a greater regard to the latter than the former. And hence 
it is, that we find it fo often faid in their writings, that the words of the 
Scribeszre lovely above the words of the law;, that the words of the law 
are weighty and light, but the words of the Sc ribes are all weighty; that 
the words of the elders are weightier than the words of the prophets, 
(where by the words of the Scribes, and the words of the elders, they 
mean the traditions delivered to them by their Scribes and elders.) And 
in other places ; that the written text is only as water, but the Mifhnah 
and Talmud (in which are contained their traditions) are as wine and hip-, 
pocras. And again, that the written law is only as fait, but the Mijhnah 
and Talmud as pepper and fweet fpices. And in many other fayings, ve- 
ry common among them, do they exprefs the high veneration which they 
bear towards the oral or traditionary law, and the little regard which they 
have to the written word of God in comparifon of it, making nothing of 
the latter, but as expounded by the former, as if the written word were no 
more than the dead letter, and the traditionary law alone the foul, that 
gives the whole life and effence thereto. And this being what they hold 
of their traditions, which they call their oral law, the account which they 
give of its original, is as followeth. 

For they tell us, that the fame time • when God gave unto Mofes the 
law in mount Sinai, he gave unto him alfo the interpretation of it, com- 
manding him to commit the former to writing, but to deliver the other 
only by word of mouth, to be preferved in the memories of men, and to 
be tranfmitted down by them from generation to generation by tradition 
only; and from hence the former is called the written, and the other: the 
oral law. And to this day, all the determinations and dictates of the lat- 
ter, are term'd by the Jews conftitutions of Mofes from mount Sinai, be- 
caufethey do as firmly believe, that he received them all from God in 
his forty days converfe with him in that mount, as that he then received 
the written text it felf: That on his return from this converfe, he brought, 
both of thefelaws with him, and delivered them unto the,people of Ifrdeh 
in this manner. Asfoon as he was returned to his tent,, he .called Aaron 
thither unto him, and firft delivered to him the text, which was to, be . the. 
written law, and after that the interpretation of it, which was the>pral 



« Perke Avoth, cap. r. Prsefatio Maimonidis in Seder Zeraim in Pocockii Porta Mofis^ p. f.' 
6, &c. Btmorfii recenfio Opens Talmudici. David Ganz; Zacutus in Jochaffn, &c. 

iaw s 



Connection of the History of Pari I. 



law, in the fame order as he received both from God in the mount. Then 
-^zro»arifing, andfeatinghimfelf at the right hand of Mo/es, Eleazar and 
Ithamar his fons went next in, and being taught both thefe laws at the 
feet of the prophet, in the fame manner as Aaron had been, they alfo arofe 
and feated themfelves, the one on the left hand of Mo/es, and the other 
on the right hand of Aaron, and then the feventy elders, who conftituted 
the Sanhedrim-, or great fenate of the nation, went in, and being taught 
by Mo/es both thefe laws in the fame manner, they alfo feated themfelves 
in the tent, and then entered all fuch of the people as were defirous of 
knowing the law of God, and were taught it in the fame manner ; after 
this Mo/es withdrawing, Aaron repeated the whole of both laws, as he 
had heard it from him, and alfo withdrew, and then Eleazar and Itha- 
mar repeated the fame, and on their withdrawing the feventy elders made 
the fame repetition to the people then prefent ; fo that each of them ha- 
ving heard both thefe laws repeated to them four times, they all had it 
thereby firmly fixed in their memories: And that then they difperfed 
themfelves among the whole congregation, and communicated to all the 
people of 1/rael what had been thus delivered unto them by the prophet 
of God: That they did put the text into writing, but the interpretation 
of it they delivered down only by word of mouth to the fucceeding gene- 
rations : That the written text contained the fix hundred and thirteen 
precepts, into which they divide the law, and the unwritten interpreta- 
tions all the manners, ways and circumftances, that were to be obferved in 
the keeping of them : That after this, towards the end of the fortieth 
year from their coming up out of the land of Egypt, in the beginning of 
the eleventh month, (which fell about the middle of our January) Mo/es 
calling all the people of Ifrael together, acquainted them of the approach- 
ing time of his death, and therefore ordered, that if any of them had for- 
got aught of what he had delivered to them, they fhould repair to him, 
and he would repeat to them anew what had flipp'd their memories, and 
farther explain unto them every difficulty and doubt which might arife in 
their minds concerning what he had taught them of the law of their God : 
And that hereon they applying to him, all the remaining time of his life, 
that is, from the faid beginning of the eleventh month till the fixth day of 
the twelfth month, was employed in inftructing them anew in the text, 
which they call the written law, and in the interpretations of it, which 
they call the oral law : And that on the faid fixth day having delivered to 
them thirteen copies of the written law, all copied out with his own hand, 
from the beginning of Gene/is to the end of 'Deuteronomy, one to each of 
the twelve tribes, to be kept by them throughout their generations, and 
the thirteenth to the Levites, to be laid up by them in the tabernacle be- 
fore the Lord, and having moreover then anew repeated the oral law to 
Jo/bua his fucceflbr,he went on the feventh day up into mount Nebo, and 
there died : That after his death Jojhua delivered the faid oral law to the 
elders, who after fucceeded him, and they delivered it to the prophets, 
and the prophets tranfmitted it down from each other till it came to Je- 
remiah, who delivered it to Baruch, and Baruch to Ezra, by whom it 
was delivered to the men of the great fynagogue, the laft of whom was 
Simon the Juft : That by him it was delivered to Antigonus of Socho, and by 
him to jofi the fon of Jochanani and by him to Jofe the fon . of Joezer, 
and by him to Nathan the Ar be lite, and Jo/hua the fon of 'Perachiah, and 
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by them to Judah the fon of Tabbai, And Simeon the foil of Shatah, and 
by them to Shemaiah and Abtalion, and by them to Hillel, and by Hillel 
to Simeon his fon, who is fuppofed to have been the fame that took 
our Saviour into his arms, when he was brought to the. temple to be 
there prefented to the Lord at the time of his mother's purification, 
and by Simeon it was delivered to Gamaliel his fon, (the fame at whofe 
feet 'Paul was brought up) and by him to Simeon his fon, by him to Ga^- 
maliel his fon, and by him to Simeon his fon, and by him to Rabbi 
Judah Hakkadojb his fon, who wrote it into the book which they call the 
Mijhnah. 

But all this is mere fiftion, fpun out of the fertile invention of the Tal~ 
mudifts, without the leaft foundation, either in fcripture, or in any authen- 
tic hiftory for it. But fince all this is now made a part of the Jewijh creed, 
and they do as firmly believe their traditions to have thus come from God 
in the manner I have related, as they do the written word it felf, and have 
now, as it were, wholly refolved their religion into thefe traditions, there 
is no underftanding what their religion at prefent is without it. And it is 
for this reafon that I have here inferted it. 

But the truth of the matter is this. After the death of Simon the Jufi 
f there arofe a fort of men, whom they call the Tannaim or the Mijbnical 
doftors, that made it their bufinefs to ftudy, and defcant upon thofe tra- 
ditions which had been received and allowed by Ezra, and the men of 
the great fynagogue, and to draw inferences and confequences from them,; 
all which they ingrafted into the body of thefe ancient traditions, aS if 
they had been as authentic as the other; which example being followed 
by thofe who after fucceeded them in this profeilion, they continually ad- 
ded their own imaginations to what they had received from thofe that went 
before them, whereby thefe traditions becoming as a fnow ball, the farther 
they rouled down from one generation to another, the more they gather- 
ed, and the greater the bulk of them grew. And thus it went on to the 
middle of the fecond century after Chrift, when Antoninus 'Pius govern'd 
the Roman empire, by which time they found it neceflary to put all thefe 
traditions into writing. For they were then grown to fo great a number* 
and enlarged to fo huge a heap, as to exceed the poflibility of being any 
longer preferved by the memory of men. And befides, on the fecond de- 
ftruftion which their countrey had undergone from the Romans a little 
before, in the reign of Adrian the preceding emperor, moft of their lear- 
ned men having been cut off, and the chiefeft of their fchools broken up 
and diflblved, and vaft numbers of their people diffipated and driven out 
of the land, the ufual method of preferving their traditions had then in a 
great meafure failed. And therefore there being danger, that under thefe 
difadvantages they might be all forgotten and loft, for the preventing here- 
of it was refolved, that they fhould be all colle&ed together and put into' 
a book ; and Rabbi Judah the fon of Simeon, who from the reputed fancti- 
ty of his life was called Hakkadojb, that is, the holy, and wals then reftor 
of the fchool, which they had at Tiberias in Galilee, and prefident of the 
Sanhedrim that there fat, undertook the work, and compiled it in fiat; 
books, each confifting of feveral tra&s, which all together make up the 
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number of fixty three ; in which, under their proper heads, he methodi- 
cally disefted all that hitherto had been delivered to them of their law, 
and their religion, by the tradition of their anceftors. And this is the 
book called the Mijhnah, which book was forthwith received by the Jews 
with areat veneration throughout all their difperfions, and hath ever fmce 
been held in high efteeiifl among them ; for their opinion of it is, that all 
the particulars therein contained were dictated by God himfelf to Mofes 
from mount Sinai, as well as the written word it felf, and confequently mull 
be of the fame divine authority with it, and ought to be as facredly obferved. 
And therefore, as foon as it was publiflied, it became the fubject of theftu- 
dfes of all their learned men, and the chiefeft of them, both in Judea and 
Babvloniai employed themfelves to make comments on it, and thefe with 
the^//»^makeupboththeirr^«^-,thatis,the Jerufalem Talmudand 
the BabylonijhTalmud. Thefe comments they call the Gemara, i. e. The 
complement, becaufe by them the Mijhn**> is fully explained, and the 
whole traditionary doarine of their law and their religion completed. For 
the Mijhnah is the text, and the Gemara the comment, and both together 
is what they call the Talmud. That made by the Jews of Judea is called 
the Jerufalem Talmud, and that made by the Jews of Babylonia is called 
the Babylonijh Talmud, The farmer was completed about the year of our 
Lord three hundred, and is publiflied in one large folio ; the latter was 
publiflied about twa hundred years after, in the beginning of the fixth 
century, ahd hath had feveral editions fmce the invention of printing; the 
laft publiflied at Amfterdam is in twelve folio's. And in thefe two Talmuds 
(the law and the prophets being in a manner quite juftled out by them) is 
contained the whole of the Jewijh religion that is now profefled among 
them But the Babylonijh Talmud is that which they chiefly follow. For 
the other, that is, the Jerufalem Talmud, being obfcure and hard to be 
underftood, is not now much regarded by them. But this and the Mijh- 
nah being the ancienteft books which they have, (except the Chaldeepara- 
phrafes of Oftkelos and Jonathan) and both written in the language and 
flyle of the Jews of Judea, our countreyman Dr. Light foot hath made ve- 
ry good ufe of them in explaining feveral places of the New Teftament, by 
parallel phrafes* and fayings out of them. For the one being compofed 
about the one hundred and fiftieth year of our Lord, and the other about 
the three hundredth, the idioms, proverbial fayings, and prafeologies ufed 
in our Saviour's time, might very well be preferved in them. But the 
other Talmud being written in the language and ftyle of Babylonia, and not 
compiled till about the five hundredth year of our Lord, or as fome will 
have it, much later, this cannot fo well ferve for this purpofe. However 
it is now the Alcoran of the Jews, into which they have refolved all their 
faith and all their religion, although framed (almoft with the fame impo- 
ffcure as that of Mahomet) out of doftrines falfly pretended to be brought 
from heaven. And in this book all, that now pretend to any learning 
among them, place their ftudies ; and no one can be a mafier in their 
fchools, or a teacher in their fynagogues, who is not well inftruclred and 
verfed herein, that is, not only in the text, which is the Mijhnah, but 
alfo in the comment thereon, which is the Gemara. And this comment 
they fo highly efteem beyond the other, that the name of Gemara is 
wholly engrofled by it; the Gemara of the Babylonijh Talmud ^ being that 
bnty which they flow ufually underftand by that word. For this, with 
.>. • the 
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the Mijbnah to which it is added, they think, doth truly complete 
and make up the whole of their religion, as fully and perfectly contain- 
ing all the doctrines, rules, and rites thereof, and therefore it is in their 
opinion the moft deferving of that name, which fignifieth what completes* 
fills up, or perfects, for this is the meaning of the word in the Hebrew 
language. Out of this Talmud Maimonides hath made an abftract, con- 
taining only the refolutions or determinations made therein on every 
cafe, without the defcants, difputes, fables, and other tralh, under which 
they lay buried in that vafl load of rubbifh. This work is entituled by him 
Tad Hachazakah, and is one of the completeft digefts of law that was ever 
made; I mean not as to the matter, but inrefpect only of the clearnefsof 
the ftyle and method in which it is compofed, the filthy mafs of dirt from 
under which he dug it, and the comprehenfive manner in which he hath 
digefted the whole. Others among them have attempted the like work* 
but none have been able to exceed or come nigh him herein. And for 
this and other of his writings he is defervedly efteemed the beft authoif 
among them. They who profefled this fort of learning, that is, taught and 
propagated thefe traditionary doctrines among them, have been dillin- 
guifhed by feveral different titles and appellations, according to the differ 
rent ages in which they lived. From the time of the men of the great fy- 
nagogue to the publifhing of the Mijbnah t they were called 6 Tannaim, 
and they are the Mijbnical doctors, out of whofe doctrines and traditions 
the Mijbnah was compofed. And from the time of the publifhing of the 
Mijbnah., to the publifhing of the Babylonijh Talmud, they were called 
h Amoraim, and they are the Gemartcal doctors, out of whofe doctrines 
and traditions the Gemara was compofed. And for about an hundred 
years after the publifhing of the Talmud they were called ' Seburaim, and 
after that " Geonim. And thefe were the feveral clafTes in which their lear- 
ned men have been ranked, according to the feveral ages in which they 
formerly lived . But for thefe later times the general name of Rabbi is thai 
only whereby their learned men are called, there being no other title 
whereby they have been diftinguifhed for near feven hundred years paflr. 
For about the year 1040, all their fchools in Mefopot ami a, where only they 
enjoyed thefe high titles, being deftroyed, and all their learned men thence 
expelled and driven out by the Mahometan princes, who then governed in 
thofe parts, they have fince that with the greateft number of their people 
flocked into thefe weftern parts, efpecially into Spain, France, and Eng- 
land. And from that time all thefe pompous titles, which they affected in 
the eaft, being here dropp'd, they have retained none other for their lear- 
ned men from that time, but that of Rabbi, excepting only that thofe of 
them who minifter in theif fynagogues are called 1 Chacams, i. e. wife 
men. . . 

But the "great work of Ezra was, his collecting together and fetting 



8 The word Tannaim hath its derivation from Tanah, which fignifieth to deliver by tradition, end, 
is the fame in Chaldee with Shanah in the Hebrew, from whence the word Mifhnah is derived. 
' * i. e. Dictators; becaufe they dictated thofe explications upon the M/fhnah which are contained m 
the Gemara. 1 i.e. Qpinionifts, for they did not dictate any Doctrines, but only inferred opini* 

ons by difputation, and probable arguments, from what had been afore dictated and received in thf 
Miftmah and Gemara. . k i. e. The fublime or excellent, doctors ; they were fi called from 
thefublimity and excellency of 'their- learning. ' « Chacam in the Hebrew language figutfittba wife 
man. " Vide Buxtorfii Tiberiadem, cap. 11. 
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forth 4i correQ edition of the holy fcri|>Cur£s» which he laboured much in, 
and' 'went, a great -way in jthe perfecting of it. This both Chriftians and 
Jews give him the honour of, and many of the ancient fathers attribute 
more to him, in this par ticular, than the Jews themfelves. For they hold 
that all the fcriptures were jk>ft and .deftroyed in the Ba&yloui/h captivity, 
and that Ezr$ reftored them all again by divine revelation. Thus faith 
n Jrmaus, and thus fay -" Tertullian, p Clemens Alexandrinus, *> Bafil and 
' others. But they had no other foundation for it, than that fabulous re- 
lation which we have of it in the 14 th chapter of the fecond apocryphal 
book of Efdras, a book too abfiird for the Romanijis themfelves to re- 
ceive into their canon. Indeed in the time of Jojiah., through the im- 
piety of the two preceding feigns of Manafleh and Amnion? the book of 
the Jaw was fo deftroyed and loft, that belides that copy of it r which Hil- 
kiah found in *he temple, there was then none other to be had. For the 
Surprize which f&lkiah is faid to be in at the finding of it, and the grief 
which Jejiabexpreffed at the hearing of it read, do plainly fhew, that nei- 
ther of them had ever feen it before. And if the King, and the high- 
prieft, whp were bpth men of eminent piety, were without this part of 
holy fcripture, it canfcarce be thought that any one elfe then had it. But 
fo religious a prince as King Jo/Tab, could not leave this long unremedied. 
By his order copies were forthwith written out from this original, and 
^rch being made -for all the other parts of holy fcripture, both in the col- 
leges of the fons pf the prophets, and all other places where they could he 
found, care xp 9 s taken for tranferipts to be made out of thefe alfo, and 
thenceforth eppies of the whole became multiplied among the people ; all 
thofe who weredefirous of knowing the law of their God, either writing 
them out, themfelves, or procuring others to do it for them. So that th<? 
within a few years after the holy city and temple were deftroyed, and the 
authentic copy of the law, which was laid up before the Lord, was burnt 
and confumed with them, yet by this time many copies both of the law 
and the prophets, and all the other facred writings, were got into private 
hands, who carried them with them into their captivity: That Daniel 
had a copy of the holy feriptures with him in Babylon it's certain ; for he 
' quotes the law, and alfo makes mention ' of the prophefies of the prophet 
Jeremiah, which he could not do had he never feen them. And in the 
yi' h chapter of Ezra it is faid, that on the finifhing of the temple in the 
iixth year of Ttarius, thepriefts and the Lemtes were fettled in their refpe- 
#ive functions, according as it is written in the law of Mofes ; but how could 
they do this according to the written law, if they had not copies of that 
jaw Jthen among them? And this was near fixty years before Ezra came 
to Jerusalem. And farther, in the viij' h .chapter of Nehemiah, when the 
people call'd for the law of Mofes to have it read to them, they did not 
pray Ezra to get it anew diftated unto him, but that he mould bring forth 
the book of the law of Mofes, which the Lord had commanded to IfraeL- 
which plainly fhewsthat the book was then well known to have been ex- 
tant, and not to need fuch a miraculous expedient, as that of a divine re^ 
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velation, for its reftoration ; and it would with many very much fliock the, 
faith of the whole, fliould it be held, that it owed its prefent being to fuch 
a revival, it being obvious for fceptical perfons in this cafe to objedt, that 
he who lhould be faid thus to revive it, then forged the whole. All that 
Ezra did in this matter, was to get together as many copies of the facred 
writings as he could, and out of them all fet forth a corre<ft edition, in 
the performance of which he took care of thefe following particulars. 

I. H e corrected all the errors that had crept into thefe copies through 
the negligence or miftakes of tranfcribers. For by comparing them one 
with the other, he found out the true reading, and fet all at rights. Whe- 
ther the v Keri Cetib, that are in our prefent Hebrew bibles, were of thefe 
corrections, I durft not fay ; the generality u of the Jewijb writers tell us, 
that they were, and others among them hold them much ancienter, refer- 
ring them with abfurdity enough even as high up as the very times of the 
firft writers of the books, in which they are found, as if they themfelv^s 
had defignedly made thefe various readings for the fake offomemyfteries 
comprifed under them. It is moft probable, that they had their original 
from the miftakes of the tranfcribers after the time of Ezra, and the ob- 
fervations and corrections of the Major it es made thereon. If any of them 
were of thofe ancient various readings, which had been obferved by Ezra 
himfelf in the comparing of thofe copies he collated on this occafion, andr 
were by him annexed in the margin, as corrections of thofe errors which 
he found in the text ; it's certain thofe could not be of that number, which 
are now in thofe facred books, that were written by himfelf, or taken into 
the canon after this time. For there are Keri Cetib's in them as well as in 
the other books of the Hebrew fcriptures. 

H. He collefted together all the books of which the holy fcriptures did 
then confift, and difpofed them in their proper order, and fettled the ca- 
non of fcripture for his time. Thefe books he w dividedinto three parts ; 
i", the law; 2,'% the prophets; and, 3% the Cetubim or Hagiograpba, 
i. e. the holy writings ; which divifion our Saviour himfelf takes notice of 
Luke xxiv. 44. where he faith, Thefe are the words which I fpake unto 
you, while I was yet with you, that all things might be fulfilled which are 
written in the law, and in the prophets, and in the e P/alms, concerning me. 
For there by the Pfalms he means the whole .third part called the Hagio- 
grapha. For that part beginning with the Pfalms, the whole was for that 
reafon then commonly called by that name, as ufually with the Jews the 
particular books are named from the words with which they begin. Thus 
with them Genefis is called Berejbith, Exodus Shemotb, Leviticus Vaji- 
kra,8zc. becaufe they begin with thefe Hebrew words. And Jofepbus 
makes mention of this fame divifion. For he feith in his firfl: book againfi: 
Apion, We have only two and twenty bocks which are to be believed as of 
divine authority, of which five are the books tf/Mofes. From the death of 
Mofes to the reign ^Artaxerxes, the fin of 'Xerxes KivgofPaciia, the fro- 

v The Keri Cetib are various readings in *£e Hebrew bible. Kmfignifieth that which is read, and 
Cetib tbatwhieh is written. Fir where ther.t tfr.e am f^h varipps readings, the wrong reading it writ- 
ten in the text, (and that is cdkdtbe Cetib) ;<W^« trw. « written in the margin, apd tfaf 
it called the Keri.) * JDe Ke£i Cetit> vide Arcawm .punQjriopis. Reyelatum, \\h.i. 

cap. 7. Bu*torfi.i viadjcKis veritoAis Heb^a;,. Part. a. cap- 4, % W^ltoni Prolegojij. 8. 
I 9 ,£SV: ' - v'Buxtorfii Tiberias, cap.'u. S.cluc&Afdi Bsehmath HM$p#UQ>> .<*&■ 
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phets, who were the fucceffbrs of Mofes, have written in thirteen booki. 
The remaining four books contain hymns to God, and documents of life for 
the ufe of meii. In which divifion, according 10 him, ihe law contains, 
i.Genefs, x. Exodus, 3. Leviticus, 4. Numbers, f. 'Deuteronomy, the wri- 
tings of the prophets, x.Joflma, x. Judges., with Ruth, 3. Samuel, 4. Kings, 
y. 1 faiah, 6. Jeremiah w'nhbis Lamentations, 7. Ezekiel^ 8. 'Daniel, 9. the 
twelve minor prophets, 10. Job, 11. Ezra, iz.Nehemiah, xi.EJlher\ and 
the Hagiographa, 1 . the 'PfaUns, x. the Troverbs, 3 . EccUfiaJles, 4. the Song 
of Solomon, which all together make two and twenty books. This ' divifi- 
on was made for the fake of reducing the books to the number of their 
alphabet, in which are two and twenty letters. But at prefent ' they rec- 
kon thefe books to be twenty four, anddifpofc of them in this order. Firji 
The law, which contains, 1. Gene/is, x. Exodus, 3. Leviticus, 4. Numbers\ 
f. 'Deuteronomy ; Secondly, The writings of the prophets, which they di- 
vide into the former prophets, and the latter prophets; the books of the 
former prophets are, 6. JoJIjuo, 7. Judges, Z.Samuel, 9. Kings-, and the 
books of the latter prophets arc, 10. J faiah, 1 1. Jeremiah, 1 x. EzckicL, and 

13. the twelve minor prophets; Thirdly, The Hagiograpba, which are, 

14. the 'Pfalms, if. thcTroverbs, 16. Job> 17. the Song of Solomon, which 
they call the Song of Songs, 18. Ruth, 19. the Lamentations, xo. EccleJIa- 
ftes, xi. Efther, xx. 'Daniel, X3. Ezra, and, X4. the Chronicles. Under 
the name of Ezra they comprehend the book of Nehemiafj. For the He- 
brews, and alfo the Greeks, anciently reckoned Ezra and NehemiaJi but 
as one book ; but 1 this order hath not been always obferv'd among the 
Jews, neither is it fo now in all places. For there hath been great variety 
as to this, and that not only among the Jews, but alfo among theChrUti- 
ans, as well Greets as Latins. But no variation herein is of any moment:. 
For in what order foevcr the books arc placed, they are flill the word of 
God, and no change as to this can make any change in that divine autho- 
rity which is itamped upon them. But all thefe books were not received 
into the canon of the holy fcripturcs in Ezra's time. For Malachi, it's 
fuppofed, lived after him, and in Nehcmiah mention is made of Jaddua as 
high-pricft,andof Darius Codomannus as King of Terjia, who were at leafl: 
an hundred years after his time ; and in the third chaptcrof the firft book 
of Chronicles, the genealogy of the fons of Zerubbabel is carried down for 
fo many generations, as mult neceflarily make it reach to the timeofy#r.v- 
ander the Great ; and therefore this book could not be put into the ca- 
non, till after his time. It is raoft likely, that the two books of Chroni- 
cles, Ezra, Nchemiah and Efther, as well as Malacbi, were afterwards 
added in the time of Simon the Juft, and that it was not till then, that the 
Jcwift? canon of the holy fcripturcs was fully complcatcd. And indeed 
thefe laft books fcem very much to want the cxaclncfs and skill of Ezra in 
their publication, they falling far fliort of the corrc&nefs which is in the 
other part of the Hebrew fcripturcs. The five books of the law arc di- 
vided ' into fifty four feclions. This divifion many of the Jews hold to 
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be one of the confutations of Mofes from mount Sinai. But others with 
more likelihood of truth attribute it to Ezra. It was made for the ufe of 
their fynagogues, and the better inftrufting of the people therein the law 
of God. For b every fabbath day one of thefe feftions was read in their 
fynagogues. And this, we are afliired in the acts of the apoftles, was done 
amongft them ' of old time., which may well be interpreted from the time 
of Ezra. They ended the laft fection with the laft words of 'Deuterono- 
my on the fabbath of the feaft of tabernacles, and then begun anew with 
the firfl fection from the beginning of Genejis the next fabbath after, and 
fo went round in this cicle every year. The number of thefe fecliions was 
fifty four, becaufe in their intercalated years (a month being then added) 
there were fifty four fabbaths. On other years they reduced them to the 
number of the fabbaths, which were in thefe years, by joyning two fhort 
ones feveral times into one. For they held themfelves obliged to have the 
whole law thus read over in their fynagogues every year. Till the time 
of the perfecution of Antiochus Epiphanes, they read only the law. a But 
then being forbid to read it any more, in the room of the fifty four fecri- 
ons of the law, they fubilituted fifty four feetions out of the prophets, the 
reading of which they ever after continued. So that when the reading of 
the law was again reftored by the Maccabees, the feftion which was read 
every fabbath out of the law, ferved for their firft leflbn, and the feftion 
out of the prophets for their fecond leffon ; and fo it was praftifed in the 
time of the apoftles. And therefore when 'Paul entered into the fynagogue 
at Antiochia in Vijidia, it is faid, that e be Jidod up to preach, after the 
reading of the law and the prophets, that is, after the reading of the firft 
leffon out of the law, and the fecond leffon out of the prophets. And in 
that very fermon which he then preached, he tells them, ' that the pro- 
phets were read at Jerufalem every fabbath-day, that is, in thofe leffons 
which were taken out of the prophets. 

These fedtions were divided into verfes, which the Jews czUTe/itkim. 
They are marked out in the Hebrew bibles by two great points at the end 
of them, called from hence Soph-'PaJuk,\. e. The erid of the verfe. If Ezra 
himfelf was not the author of this divifion, (as moft fay) it was not long 
after him that it was introduced ; for certainly it was very ancient. It is 
moft likely it was invented for the fake of the Targumifts or Chaldee in- 
terpreters. For after the Hebrew language had ceafed to be the mother- 
tongue of the Jews, and the Chaldee grew up into ufe among them in- 
ftead of it, (as 6 was their cafe after their return from the Babylonijh cap- 
tivity) their ufagewas, h that in thepublick reading of the law to the peo- 
ple, it was 'read to them firft in the original Hebrew, and after that 
rendered by an interpreter into the Chaldee language, that fo all might ful- 
ly underftand the fame. And this was done period by period. And three- 
fore, that thefe periods might be the better diftinguifhed, and the reader 
more certainly know how much to read at every interval, and the iritef- 
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preter how much to interpret at every interval, there was a neceffity that 
fome marks ftiould be invented for their direction herein. The ' rule gi- 
ven in their ancient books, is, that in the law the reader was to read one 
verfe, and then the interpreter was to render the fame into the Chaldee ; 
but that in the prophets the reader was to read three verfes together, and 
then the interpreter to render the fame three verfes into Chaldee, in the 
fame manner ,- which manifestly proves, that the divifion of the fcriptures 
into verfes muft be as ancient, as the way of interpreting them into the 
Chaldee language in their fynagogues ; which was from the very time that 
fynagogues were erefted, and the fcriptures pubJickly read in them after 
the Babylonijh captivity. This was at firft done only in the law, (for k till 
the time of the Maccabees the law only was read in their fynagogues) but 
afterwards, in imitation hereof, the fame was alfo done in the prophets, 
and the Hagiographa, efpecially after that the prophets began alfo to be 
publickly read among them, as well as the law; and from hence the divi- 
fion of the holy fcriptures into verfes, it's moil likely, was firft made, but 
without any numerical figures annexed to them. The manner whereby 
they are now diftinguiflied in their common Hebrew bibles is by the 
two great points, called Soph-Tajkk, above mentioned. But whether this 
was the ancient way, is by fome made a queftion. The objection raifed 
againft it is this : If the diftinftion of verfes was introduced for the fake 
of the Chaldee interpreters in their fynagogues, and muft therefore be 
held as ancient as that way of interpreting the fcriptures in them, 1 it 
mutt then have place in their facred fynagogical books. For none 
other were ufed, either by the readers, or their interpreters, in their 
publick afTemblies. But it hath been * anciently held as a rule among 
them, that any points or accents written into thefe facred books, pollute 
and prophane them : and therefore no copy, eicher of the law or the pro- 
phets, now ufed in their fynagogues, hath any points or accents written in it. 
To this I anfwer, Whatever may be the praftice of the modern Jews, this 
is no rule to let us know what was the ancient praftice among them, fince 
in many particulars they have varied from the ancient ufages, as they now 
do from each other, according to the different parts of the world in which 
they dwell. The divifion of the law and the prophets into verfes among 
the Jews, is certainly very ancient. For mention is made of them in " the 
Mijhna ; and that the reafon of this divifion was for the direction of the 
readers, and the Chaldee interpreters, is alfo there implied.- And there- 
fore, fuppofing fuch a divifion for this ufe, it muft neceflarily follow, that 
there mufthave been fome marks tofet it out, otherwifeit could not have an- 
fwered the end intended. Thofe 0 that fay thefe verfes were diftinguiflied 
by a fet number of lines of which they confifted, feem not to have consi- 
dered, that a line often ends in an imperfeft fenfe, and in the middle of 
a fentence. And therefore a divifion into verfes this way could not ferve 
the end for which the Mijhna makes mention of them, that is, for the di- 
reftion of the readers and Chaldee interpreters in their fynagogues. For 
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there could be no true reading, or true interpreting, if the flop were made 
otherwife than at the end of a full fentence. And therefore if the diftin- 
ftion of verfes in their facred fynagogical books were anciently difcerna- 
ble only by lines, it could be no otherwife according to the manner in 
which Maimonides fays they were written, than by ending of the lafl: line 
of the verfe in a break. For that p author out of the Talmud tells us, That 
the parchments on which they were written were to be of fix hands 
breadth, and of as many in length, and the writing of them to be in fix 
columns, each column being of an hands breadth ; and that each line in 
thefe columns was to contain thirty of their letters. And therefore if a 
break were made where the lafl: line of the verfe ended, and the next 
verfe were begun with a new line, this would, I acknowledge, be fuffici- 
ent to fet out the diftinftion of thefe verfes, and make them fully anfwer 
the end intended j but there are two exceptions againft it. The firfl: is, 
that fuch breaks could not always be made, becaufe fometimes the verfe 
might be run out to the end of the lafl; line, and fo leave no fpace at all for 
a break, and then there could no diflinftion at all be made this way, be- 
tween that verfe and the next. And the fecond is, 9 that thofe who hold 
this opinion, that the verfes were to be reckoned by lines, allow only two 
of the fines above mentioned to a verfe; but there are many verfes which 
cannot be written in fewer than five or fix of thofe lines. It is moft like- 
ly, that anciently the writing of thofe books was in long lines, from one 
fide of the parchment to the other, and that the verfes in them were di- 
ftinguifhed in the fame manner, as the Stichi afterwards were in the Greek 
bibles. For ' the manner of their writing thofe Stichi at firfl: was, to allow 
a line to every Stichus, and there to end the writing where they ended 
the Stichus, leaving the reft of the line void in the fame manner as a line 
is left at a break. But this Iofing too much of the parchment, and ma- 
king the book too bulky ; for the avoiding of both thefe inconveniencies, 
the way afterwards was to put a point at the end of every Stichus, and fo 
continue the writing, without leaving any part of the line void as before. 
And in the fame manner, I conceive, the Tefukim, or verfes of the He- 
brew bibles, were anciently written. At firft they allowed a line to every 
verfe ; and a line drawn from one fide of the parchment to the other, of 
the length as above mentioned, was fufficient to contain any verfe that is 
now in the Hebrew bible. But many verfes falling fhort of this length, 
they found the fame inconveniencies, that the Greeks after did in the firfl: 
way of their writing their Stichi, and therefore came to the fame remedy; 
that is, they did put the two points above-mentioned (which they call Soph 
fPafukJ at the place where the former verfe ended, and continued the wri- 
ting of the next verfe in the fame line, without leaving any void fpace at 
all therein. And fo their manner hath continued ever fince, excepting 
only that between their feftions, as well the fmaller as the greater, there 
is fome void fpace left to make the diftinftion between them. And I am 
the more inclined to think this to be the truth of the matter, that is, that 
anciently the verfes of the Hebrew bible were fo many lines therein, be- 
caufe among the ancients of other nations, about the fame time, the lines 
in the writings of profe authors, as well as of poets, were termed verfes ; 
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and hence it is that we are told, ' that Zoroaftrcs's works contained two 
millions of verfes, nnd ■ jfriJ/oeU's four hundred forty five thouftnd two 
hundred and feventy, tho' neither of them Wrote any thing but in profe ; 
and foalfo we find the writings* of Tirlfy, ' of Origett, "of Lettfetntius, 
and 'other's, who were all profc-writers, reckoned by the number of ver- 
fes, which could be no other than fo many lines. And why then might 
not the bible verfes anciently have been of the fame nature alfo? 1 mean 
when written in long lines as afbrefaid. But the long lines often oCca- 
fioning that in reading to the end of one verfe they loft the beginning of 
the next, and fo often did read wrong, either by skipping a line, or begin- 
ning the lame again ; for » the avoiding of this they came to the way of 
writing in columns, and infltort lines, as is above-mentioned. But all this 
1 mean of their facred fynagogical books. In their corolhoh bibles they 
aTe not tied up to fuch rules, but write and print thena fo, as they may 
belt fcrve for their inftra&ion and cdrrverrieftce in cotomon ufe. If the 
Jrvs at prcfent, in their fynagogical books* leave out the two points 
Soph Tmfitk at the end of the verfes, it proceeds froth their wrciung the 
rule above-mentioned, againft putting points or accents into their facred 
books, to a too rigorous meaning. For by thofc points therein mentioned 
fecm to be underllood no othfcr points than the vowel points, and fuch 
others as affect the text in the reading. But thefe two points at the end of 
every verfe only terminate the period, Without aflcfting at all cither the 
words or the letters. But it is no new thing for the Jewt, out of an over 
fupcrf litious interpretation of their traditions, to make innovations in their 
ancient u&gcs, erpecially while they had their fchodls and univcrfities in 
* Mefopotamuti and there held their lynedrial and confiilorial aflemblies of 
their Rabbi's, in which they haromer'd their law, and alfo their ancient 
traditions, by a vaft number of new cohftatutions, and new determinations, 
into what form they pleafed. 

Bcr the divifion of the holy fcripturcs into chapters, as we now have 
them, is of a much later date. The Tfahns indeed were always divided 
as at prcfent. For • St. tf^rtrA in his ferroon at Atrtioeb in Tiftdia, quotes 
the ii 4 But as to the reft of the holy fcripturcs, the divihon of 

them into fuch chapters as at prcfent, is what the v ancients knew nothing 
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of. c Some attribute it to Stephen Langton, who was archbilhop of Can- 
terbury in the reigns of King John and King Henry III. his fon. But the 
true author of this invention was Hugo de Sandio Caro, who being from a 
Dominican monk advanced to the dignity of a cardinal, and the firft of 
that order that was fo, is commonly call'd Hugo Cardinalis. The whole 
occafion and hiftory of this matter, and the progrefs of it to the ftate it is 
now in, is as followeth. 

This d Cardinal Hugo, who flourilhed about the year 1140, and died 
in the year iz6z, had laboured much in the ftudy of the holy fcriptures, 
and made a comment on the whole of them. The carrying on of this 
work adminiftred to him the occafion of inventing the firft concordance 
that was made of the holy fcriptures, that is, that of the vulgar Latin bi- 
ble. For conceiving that fuch an Index of all the Words and phrafes in the 
holy fcriptures would be of great ufe, for the attaining of a better under- 
Handing of them, he projected a fcheme for the making of it, and forth- 
with fet a great number of the mbnks of his order on the collecting of 
the words under their proper clafles, in every letter of the alphabet, in or- 
der to this defign ; and by the help of fo many hands he foon brought it 
to what he intended. This work was afterwards much improved by thofe 
who followed him, efpecially hyArlottus Thu/cusi&ndi Conradus Halberfta- 
dius, the formera Francifcan, and the other a Dominican friar, who both 
lived about the end of the fame century. But the whole end and aim of 
the work being for the eafier finding of any word or paflage in the holy 
fcriptures; to make it atifwer this purpofe, 'the cardinal found it neceflary 
in the firft place to divide the books into fe&ions, 'and the fedtions into 
under -divifioris, that by thefe he might the better /make the references; 
and the more exactly point out in the /Index, where every word, or 
paflage might be found in the text. For till then every book of the holy 
fcriptures, in the vulgar Latin bibles, was without any divifion at all ; and 
therefore had the Index referred only to the book,' the whole book per- 
chance muft have been read over, e'er that could be found which was 
fought for. But by referring to it by this divifion and fub-divifion, it was" 
immediately had at firft fight. And thefe feftions are the chapters which 
the bible hath ever fince been divided into. For on the publifhing of this 
concordance, the ufefulnefs of it being immediately difcerned, all coveted 
to have it, and for the fake of the ufe of it, all divided their bibles in the 
fame manner as Hugo had done. For the references in the concordance 
being made by thefe chapters, and the fubdivifions of them, unlefs their 
bibles were fo divided too, the concordance would be of no ufe to them. 
And thus this divifion of the feveral books of the bible into chapters had 
its original, which hath ever fince been made ufe of in all places, and 
among all people, wherever the bible it felf is ufed in thefe weftern parts 
of the world. But the fub-divifion of the chapters was not then by verfes 
as now. Hugo's way of fub-dividing them was by the letters A. B. C. D. 
E. F. G. placed in the margin at an equal diftance from each other, ac- 



otit the fum or contents of the text, than to divide the books ; and they -were vafily different from- the 
jprcfent chapters. For many of them contained only a very few verfes, and fame of them no more than 
one. « Balseus cent. 3. p. ijf. d Buxrorfii prasfatio ad Concordantias Bibliorum 
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cording as the chapters were longer or Ihortcr. In long chapters all thefe 
feven letters were ufedi in others fewer, according as the length which 
the chapters were of did require. For the fub-divihonof chapters by ver- 
ics which is now in all our bibles, was npt introduced into them till fome 
aitcs after, and then it was from the Jews that the ufe hereof, as now 
among us, lirlt had its original on this occafion. About * the year 1430 
there lived here among the weilern Jews* famous Rabbi, called by fome 
Rabbi Mardecai Nathan, by Others Rabbi 1/aac Nathan, and by many by 
both thefe names, as if he wcjrefirlt called by one of them, and then by a 
change of it by the other. This KM being much converfant with the 
chriikians, and having frequent difputes with their learned men about reli- 
gion, he thereby came to the knowledge of the great ufe which rjvey made 
of the Latin concordance compofed by Cardinal Hugo, and the benefit 
which they had thereby, in the ready finding of any place in the fcriptures, 
that they had occafion iq consult; which he was fo much taken with, that 
he immediately fct about the making of fitch, a concordance to the Hebrew 
bible for the ufe of the Jews. He began this work in the year of our 
Lord 1438, aud finilhcd it. in the year 144* fo that he wasjuft feven years 
in the coropofing of it. the firft publilhing of it hapening about the 

time that printing' was firft in, vented I, it hath fince that time undergone fe- 
vers! editions from the prefs. That which was printed at Bajil by Bux, 
tor/the [fist, anno 1 <j 3 x, js the beft of, them. For Bnxtorf the father had 
taken great pains, about, jit to make it more correct and complete; and 
Buxtorftbe fin added alfo his. laboijrs to thofp of his father for the per- 
fecting of it, and publiftpc^ it with both their improvements in the year 1 
have mentioned} and by rcafon of the advantages it hath received here- 
from, it de(crvcdly hath the reputation of being the pcrfcclcft and beft book 
of its kind that is c^ant; and. indeed is foufeful for the underilanding of 
the Hebrew fcriptures, that no one who employs his lludies this way can 
well be without it, it being the bell dictionary as well as the bell concor- 
dance to them. In the coropofing of this book, Rabbi Nathan finding it 
ntccfTary to follow the fame divjfion of the fcriptures into chapters, which 
Hugo had made in thcro, it had the like effect as to the Hebrew bibles, 
that Hugos had as to the Latin, that is, it caufed the fame divifion to be 
made in all the Hebrew bibles, which were afterwards either written out, 
or printed for common ufe. For this concordance being found of excel- 
lent ufe among thofc for whom it was made, they were forced to comply 
with this divifion for the fake of having the benefit of it. For the refe- 
rences in NatbaiCs concordance being every where by chapters, according 
to Hugos divifion, they could no otherwife have the benefit of finding in 
their bibles the places referred to, than by dividing them into the fame chap- 
ters alfo. And from hence the diyifion of the fcriptural books into chap- 
ters firli came into the Hebrew bibles. But Nathan, tho' he followed Hugo 
in the divifion of the fcriptural books into chapters, yet did not fo in the 
divifion of the chapters by the letters A. B.C. (Sr. in the margin, but re- 
fined upon him in this matter by introducing a better ufagc, that is, by 
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ufing the divifion which was made by verfes. This divifion I have fhewn 
was very ancient, but it was till now without any numbers put to the ver- 
fes. This was firftdone by Rabbi Nathan for the fake of his concordance. 
For therein all his references being by the chapters and verfes, as there 
was a neeeflity, that thofe who ufed this concordance, lhould have their 
bibles thus divided into chapters and verfes alfo, fo was it, that both flxould 
be numbered in them. For it was by the numbers of the chapters and 
verfes that they were to find the places fought for, in the fame manner 
as is now practifed in our Englijh concordances, as in Newman's, which is 
by much the bell and perfectelt of all that are extant. The numbering 
therefore of the verfes in the chapters, and the quoting of the paflages in. 
every chapter by the verfes, inftead of doing it by letters at an equal di- 
ftance in the margin, was Nathan's invention ; in all things elfe he fol- 
lowed the pattern which Hugo had fet him. But it is to be obferved, that 
he did not number the verfes any otherwife than by affixing the numerical 
letters in the margin at every fifth verfe. And this hath been the ufage of 
the Jews in all their Hebrew bibles ever iince, till of late Athias a Jew of 
jlmfterdam* in his two fair and correct editions of the Hebrew bible prin- 
ted by him in that city, the firll in the year x66i, and the other in the 
year 1667, hath varied herefrom in two particulars. For, 1% he hath in- 
troduced into thefe editions the ufe of the Indian figures ; and 2.% hath 
placed them at every verfe, where the numerical Hebrew letters are not 5 
fo that continuing the numerical Hebrewletiers as formerly, at every fifth 
verfe, he hath put the Indian figures at all the reft. Before this we were 
to number from every fifth verfe, to find any intermediate verfe between 
that and the next fifth. Whether the Jews will follow this new. way iii 
their future editions I know not, but this I know, that this fecond edi- 
tion of Athias's Hebrew bible is the moft correct, as well as the moft con- 
venient and beft fitted for ufe of any that have been as yet fet forth. Af- 
ter Rabbi Nathan had brought in this ufe of numbering the verfes, and 
quoting by them what was in every chapter, this foon appeared to be a 
much better way, than the quoting of what is in them by the letters 
A. B.C. &c. fet in the margin. And therefore B Vatabins having from this 
pattern publifhed a Latin bible with the chapters fo divided into verfes, 
and the verfes fb numbered, this example hath been followed in all other 
editions* that have been fince fet forth. And all that have publilhed con- 
cordances, as well as all other writers, have ever fince that time quoted 
the fcriptures by the number of chapters and verfes according to this divi- 
fion. So that as the Jews borrowed the divifion of the books of the ho- 
ly fcriptures into chapters from the Ghriftians, in like manner the Chrifii- 
ans borrowed that of the chapters into verfes from the Jews. And thus 
they have helped each other to make the prefent editions of the bible, 
much more convenient for common ufe than otherwife they would have 
been. And Robert Stephanas, taking an hint from notice, made A like 
divifion of the chapters of the New Teftament into verfes alfo, and for the 
fame reafori as Rabbi Nathan had done fo before him as to the Old Te- 
ftament, that is, for the fake of a concordance j which he was then eom- 
pofing for the Greek Teftamenti and which was afterwards printed by Hen- 
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ry Stephamis his fon, who gives this account hereof in his preface to that 
concordance. Since that, this divifion of the holy fcriptures by chap- 
ters and verfes, and the quoting of all paflages in them by the numbers of 
bothj hath grown into ule every where among us in thefe weftern parts ; 
fo that not only all bibles, but all Greek bibles alfo, and all others that 

have been printed in any of the modern languages, have followed this di- 
vifion. And the ufefulnefs of it from thefirft time it was introduced, recon- 
ciled all men thereto. And thus that divifion of the holy fcriptures into 
chapters and verfes, which is now every where in ufe, had its original. 

III. The third thing which Ezra did about the holy fcriptures in his 
edition of them, was, He added in feveral places throughout the books 
of this edition, what appeared necefTary for the illuftrating, connecting or 
completing of them ; wherein he was affifted by the fame fpirit, by which 
they were at firft wrote ; of this fort we may reckon the laft chapter of 
Deuteronomy, which giving an account of the death and burial of Mofes t 
and of the fucceflion of Jojhua after him, it could not be written by Mo- 
fes himfelf, who undoubtedly was the penman of all the reft of that book. 
It feems moft probable, that it was added by Ezra at this time. And fuch 
alfo may we reckon the feveral interpolations, which occur in many places 
of the holy fcriptures. For that there are fuch interpolations is unde- 
niable, there being many paflages through the whole facred writ, which 
create difficulties that can never be folved without the allowing of them. 
As for inftance, Gen. xii. 6. It's remarked on Abraham's coming into the 
land of Canaan, that the Canaanites were then in the land, which is not 
likely to have been faid till after the time of Mofes, when the Canaanites 
being extirpated by Jojhua were then no more in . the land. And, Gen. 
xxii. 14. we read, As it is faid, to this day, in the mount of the Lord it 
Jhall he fetn. But mount Moriah (which is the mount there fpoken of) 
was not called the mount of the Lord till the temple was built on it, ma- 
ny hundred years after. And this being here fpoken of it as a proverbial 
faying, that obtained among the IJraelites in after-ages, the whole ftyle 
of the text doth manifeftly point at a time after Mofes, when they were 
in poffeflion of the land in which this mountain flood. And therefore both 
thefe particulars prove the words cited to have been an interpolation, 
Gen. xxxvi. 3. it is written ; And thefe are the Kings that reigned in the 
land of Edom, before there reigned any King over the land o/lfrael. Which 
could not have been faid* till after there had been a King in IJrael, and 
therefore they cannot be Mofes's words, but mufl have been interpolated 
afterwards. Exod. xvi. 35"- the words of the text are ; And the children 
of Ifrael did eat manna forty years, till they came to a land inhabited. 
They did eat manna till they came unto the borders of the land of Ca- 
naan. But Mofes was dead before the manna ceafed, and therefore thefe 
cannot be his words, but mutt have been inferted afterwards. Deuteron. 
ii. ix. itisfaidi The Horims alfo dwelt in Seir before time, but the chil- 
dren ofEfou fucceeded themi when they had deftroyed them before them, 
and dwelt in their ftead, as Ifrael did unto the land of his poffeflion, 
which the Lord gave unto him>. Which could not have been written by 
Mofes, Ifrael having not till after his death entered into the land of his 
poffeflion, which the Lord gave unto them. T>euteron. iii. 11. it is faid, 
Only Og King o/Bafhan remained of the remnant of giants ; behold his bed- 
jleadwas a bedftead of iron. Is it not in Rabbah of the children of Am- 
nion? 
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moil? The Whole ftyle and ftrain of which text, efpec'ially that of, the 
laft claufe of.it, plainly fpeaks it to hare been Written a long white after 
thac King was flain. And therefore it could not be written by M$fes 9 
who died within five months' after. In the fame chapter, ver* 14 it isfaid* 
Jair phe'Sm 0/Manafteh took all. the count*® of Argob uinfr tfie.j:oafts vf 
Geflrufi mdMaa.ca.thi, and called them after his, own nameBafaih-Haypth- 
Jair unto this day. Where the phrafe, unto this day, fpeaks a much; grea- 
ter diftanCe of time after the fad related, thjm thbfe few months, if* 
which Mofes furvived after that cohqueft; and therefore What is. there 
written mutt have been inferted by fome other hand, than that of Males* 
long after his death. And in the book of Trdverbs, (which was certain- 
ly King Soldmon%) in the beginning of the 2.5 th chapter it is tomrten, Thefe 
afethefroveris of Solomon, which the men tf/Hezekiah King 0/*judah 
hefted otit. Which muft certainly have been added many ages after Sohr 
mn. For Hez&Mah was of the twelfth generation in defcent from him. 
Jtfany more inftafices of fiich interpolated paffages might Jbe giyeh. For 
throughout the whole fcriptures they have been frequently caft in by way 
©f riarenthefis, where they have appeared neceffary for the expiamingri 
connecling, or illuftrating the text, or the fppplying what was Wanting fa 
it. But thbfe already mentioned are fufficient to prove the thing. Of 
which interpolations undoubtedly Ear a Was the author, in all the bpojks 
which palled his examination* and Sitnon the Jufi in all the reft, which 
were added afterwards. For they all feem to refer to thpfe later times. 
But thefe additions .do not detract any thing from the divine authority of 
the whole, becaufe tfaey r were all inferted by the direction of the fame Ho- 
ly Spirit which/iiftated all the reft. This, as to Ezra, is without depute, 
he being himfelf one of the divine pen-men of the holy fcriptures. 'For he 
was moft certainly the writer of that book in the OldTeftament which 
bears his name, and is jupon good grounds fuppofed to be the author of 
two more, that is, Of die two books of [Chronicles, as perchance alfo he 
was of the book of Eflher. And if the books written by hitn l>e. of divine 
authorityi why may not every thing elfe be fo, which he hath added jpoai- 
ny of the reft, fince there is all reafon for us to fuppofe, that he was ajs 
much directed by the Holy Spirit of God in the one, as he was in the other, ? 
The great importance of the work proves the thing. For as it was hecej"- 
fary for the church of God that this wprk mould be done; fo alio was it 
neceffary for the work, that the perfon called there, to mould be thus affifted 
in.the completing of it. 

IV. He changed the old names of fe ver al places tljfct were grown pbfp- 
lete, putting inftead of them the new names, by whiph they. were at that 
time called, that the people might the better underftand what was .written. 
Thus, Gen. xiv.14. Abraham is faid to have purfued the ; Kings, ^p carr- 
ried Lot away captive, as far as Dan, whereas the name of ' that , place wa,s 
Laijh, till the Danites, long after the Death of Mofes, ppffeffed 'thejnjfei'ves 
of it, and b called it Dan, after the namje of Dan their father. And there- 
fore it .could not be called Dan in the original cppy of Mq/es, ,but that 
name muft have been p»t in afterwards inftead of that of Laijh on this re- 
view. And fo in feveral places in Genejis, and alfo in Numbers', we find 
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mention' made of Hebron, whereas the name of that city was Kiriath Arba, 
till Caleb, having obtained the pofleffion of it after the divifion of the 
land, called it Hebron, after the name of Hebron one of.hisfons ; and there- 
fore that name could not be in the text, till placed there long after the 
time of Mofes, by way of exchange for that of Kiriath Arba ; which it is 
not to be doubted was done at the time of this review. And many other 
like examples of this may be given, whereby it appears, that the ftudy of 
thofe who governed the church of God in thofe times, was to render the 
fcripture as plain and intelligible to the people, as they could, and not to 
hide and conceal any of it from them. 

V. He wrote out the whole in the Chaldee charafter. For that having 
now grown wholly into ufe among the people after the Babylonijh capti- 
vity, he changed the old Hebrew charafter for it* which hath fince that 
time been retained only by the Samaritans, among whom it is preferved 
even to this day. This was the old ^Phoenician charafter, from which the 
Greeks borrowed theirs. And the old Ionian alphabet bears fome fimili- 
tude to it, as 1 Scaliger fhews in his notes upon Eufebius's Chronicon. In 
this Mofes and the prophets- recorded the facred oracles of God, and in 
this the finger of God himfelf wrote the ten commandments in the two 
tables of ftone. There are fome, I acknowledge, who ftrenuoufly contend 
for the antiquity of the prefent Hebrew letters, as if they, and none other, 
had always been the facred charafter, in which the holy fcriptures were 
written, and that the Samaritan was never in ufe for this purpofe, but on- 
ly among the Samaritans, who in .oppofition (fay they) to the Jews, on 
the rife of that enmity which was between them, wrote out the law of 
Mofes (which is the only fcripture they receive) in this charafter different 
from them. Were we to judge of facred things by their external beauty, 
we mould concur with this opinion. For the Chaldee charafter is one of 
the beautifulleft, and the Samaritan the uncoutheft, and the moft uncapa- 
ble of calligraphy, of all that have been ufed among the different nations 
of the world. But the opinion of molt learned men, and upon good grounds, 
is on the other fide ; for k there are many old Jewijh Ihekels ftill in be- 
ing, and others of the fame fort are frequently dug up in Judea, with this 
infcription on them in Samaritan letters, Jerufalem Kedojhah, i. e. Jeru- 
falem the holy, which infcription fhews, that they could not be the coin 
either of the Ifraelites of the ten tribes, or of the Samaritans, who after 
fucceeded them in their land. For neither of them would have put the name 
of Jerufalem upon their coin, or ever have called it the holy city. Thefe 
pieces therefore mull have been the coin of thofe of the two tribes be- 
fore the captivity* and this proves the Samaritan charafter to be that which 
was then in ufe among them. And it cannot be faid, that thefe ihekels 
are counterfeited by modern hands. For Rabbi Mofes Ben Nachman tells 
us of feveral which he met with in his time, that had this infcription up- 
on them in Samaritan letters, who lived about five hundred years fince. 
And therefore it mutt follow, that the prefent Hebrew charafter was in- 
troduced among the Jews after the Babyloni/h captivity, and the general 
teftimony of the ancients is, that it was Ezra that did firft put the holy 



' In animadverfionibus ad Eufebii Chronicon, p. no, m, &c. * Scaliger in Animad- 

verfionibus ad Eufebii Chronicon, p. 117. col. 2. .Vofiius de Arte Grammatica, lib. 1. c. 9. Wa- 
ferus de nummis Hebrajorum. Waltonus deSiclorum formis & in Prolegom. 3. §. 29, 30, &c. 

fcriptures 



BookV. the Old and New Testament. 272 

fcriptures into it, on the review which he made of them on his coming to 
Jerufalem. 1 Eufebius in his Chronicon tells us fo, and m St. Jerome doth 
the fame, and fo do alfo both the Talmuds ; and the generality of learned 
men, as well among the Jews as chriftians, hold to this opinion. Capel- 
lus hath written a traft for it, and Buxtorf the /on another againft it. They 
who mail think fit to read them, will fee all that can be faid on either fide. 
But I think the argument which is brought from the fhekels cannot be art- 
fwered. But 

VI. Whether. Ezra, on thi3 review, did add the vowel points which 
are now in the Hebrew bibles, is an harder queftion to be decided. It 
went without contradiction in the affirmative, till Elias Levita a German 
Jew wrote againft it, about the beginning of the reformation. Buxtorf 
the father endeavoured to refute his arguments. But Capellus, a prore- 
ftant divine of the French church, and profeflbr of Hebrew in their uni- 
verfity at Saumur, hath in a very elaborate difcourfe made a thorough re- 
ply to all that can be faid on this head, and very ftrenuoufly afTerted the 
contrary. Buxtorf the fon, in vindication of. his father's opinion, hath 
written an anfwer to it ; but not with that fatisfaftion to the learned world* 
as to hinder the generality of them from going into the other opinion. . I 
fhall here fir ft ftate the queftion, and then enquire on which fide of it the 
truth lieth. 

And firft, as to the ftate of the queftion, it is to be obferved, that it is 
upon another foot among us chriftians, than it is among the Jews. For 
among them it is a principle agreed on of both fides, and which Elias Le~ 
vita comes in unto as much as any of the reft, that the reading, as now 
fix'd and fettled by the vowel points in all the books of holy fcripture, is 
the true, genuine, and authentick reading, as it came from the facred pen- 
men themfelves of the faid books, and confequently is as much of divine 
authority as the letters, only the latter were.written, and the other deli- 
vered down only by oral tradition. The queftion therefore between them 
is only about the time when this reading was firft marked, and exprefTed 
in their bibles, by the prefent vowel points. This, Elias and his followers 
fay, was not. done till after the finifhing of the Talmud, about five hundred 
years after Chrift ; but that till then the true reading, as to the vowels, 
was preferved only by oral tradition. But others of them hold (and this 
is the prevailing opinion among them) that the reading by oral tradition 
was only till the time of Ezra, and that ever fince it hath been written 
down and exprefTed by the vowel points affixed to the letters, in the fame 
manner as we now have them. So that the controverfy among them is 
not about the truth and authority of the reading, according to the pre- 
fent punctuation, (for they all hold this to be the very fame which was di- 
ftated with the word it felf, by the Holy Spirit of God from the begin- 
ning) but about the antiquity of the figures and points, whereby it is 
marked and fixed in their prefent bibles. ,But among us chriftians, who 
have no regard to what the Jews tell us of their oral tradition, and their 
preferving of the true reading of the fcriptures by it, the queftion is about 
the authority of the reading it felf; that is, , whether the vowel points 
were affixed by Ezra, and therefore of the fame divine authority with the 
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reft of the text, or elfe invented fince by the Jewijb critics, called the 
Mafirites i and whether therefore they may not, as being of human au- 
thority only, be altered and changed, where the analogy of grammar, the 
ftyle of the language, or the nature of the context, or any thing elfe, fhall 
give reafon for a better reading. And this being the ftate of the queftion, 
as it is now in debate among chriftians, that fide of it, which I have here 
laft mentioned, is that ( which is now generally held for the truth, and thefe 
following arguments make ftrongly for it. 

i . The facred books madeufe of among the Jews, in their fynagogues, 
" have ever been, andftillare, Without the vowel points, which could not 
have hapned had they been placed there by Ezra, and confequently been 
of the fame authority with the letters. For had they been fo, they would 
certainly have been preferved in the fynagogues with the fame care as the 
reft of the. text. There can fcarce any other reafon be given why they 
were not admitted thither, but that when the holy fcriptures began firft to 
be publiekiy read to the people in their fynagogues, there were no fuch 
vowel points then in being, and that when they afterwards came in ufe, 
being known to be of an human invention, they were for that reafon ne- 
ver thought fit to be added to thofe facred copies, which were looked on 
as the true" reprefentatives of the original ; and therefore n they haye ibeen 
ever kept with the fame care, in the ark or facred cheft of the fynagogue, 
as the Original draught of the law oi.Mofes anciently was in the ark or fa- 
cred cheft of thetabernacie, which was prepared for it; and they are ftill 
fo kept in the Fame manner among them even to this day. 

2,. The ancient * various readings of the facred text called Keri Cetib y 
are:all about the letters, and nttne about the vowel points, which feems 
manffeftly to prove, that the vowel points were not anciently in being, or 
«ife were hot then looked on as an authentic part of the text. For if they 
4iad, the variatibns of thefe would certainly have been taken notice of, as 
Well as thofe of the letters. 

' 3. The s ancient Cabbalifts draw none of their myfteries from thevowel 
points, but all from the letters, which is an argument either that thefe 
vowel points Were not in ufe in their time, or elfe were not then looked 
On as an authentic part of the facred text. For had they then been fo, 
thefe triflers Would certainly have drawn myfteries from the one, as well as 
from the other, as the later Gabbaliftshave done. 

,4. I# * We compare with the present pointed Hebrew bibles, the verfion 
of the ! $epiudgmt, the C7A<?/^paraphrafes, the fragments of Aqttila, Sym- 
ma'cbu>sy tm&Tbeod&Fim, or the Latin verfion of Jertom, we ihall in feyerai 
places find that they did read the text otherwife, than according to the 
prefent punctuation ; which is a certain argument that the pointed copies, 
if there were anyfuch in itfeir times, were not then held to be of any au- 
thority, for 'otherwife they would certainly have followed them. 

5. Ne i i: he r. r r the ; MpfhnUh, nor the Gemara, dtoher that of Jertifakm t 
or that of Bdbylon, do make any mention of thefe vowel points, akho' in 
'feveral places there are fuch fpecial occafions and reafons for them fo to 
haVe<ddhe, that'it Can -fcarce bethought pblfible they could have omitted 
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it, if they had been in being when thofe books were written; or if in be- 
ing, had been looked on by the Jews of thofe times to be of any authori- 
ty among them. Neither do we find e the leaft hint of them in Thilo Ju- 
datts or Jofephus, who are the oldeft writers of the Jews, or in any of the 
ancient chriftian writers for feveral hundred years after Chrijl. And altho', 
among them, Origen and Jerom were well skill'd in the Hebrew language, 
yet in none of their writings do they fpeak the leatt of them. Origen fiou- 
riflied in the third, and Jerom in the fifth century ; and the latter having 
lived a long while in Judea, and there more efpecially applyed himfelf to 
the ftudy of the Hebrew learning, and much converfed with the Jewijb 
Rabbi's for his improvement herein, it is not likely that he could have 
miffed making fome mention of them through all his voluminous works, 
if they had been either in being among the Jews in his time, or in any 
credit or authority with them, and that efpecially fince in his commentaries 
there were fo many neceflary oacafions for his takingnotice of them. And it 
cannot be deny'd but that this is a very ftrong argument againft them. 

Many more arguments are urged on this fide of the queftion. But 
the chief ftrength of what is faid for it lying in thefe I have mentioned, I 
fliall not trouble the reader with the reft, and that efpecially fince fome of 
them will not hold water. For to inftance in one of them ; great ftrefs is 
laid on this to prove the vowel points to be of late date, that their names 
are thought to be of late date, they being of the Chaldee and not of the 
Hebrew dialect. But it is certain the Jews had the prefent names of their 
months from the Cha/deans, as well as the names of their vowels ; and yet 
it is as certain, that notwithftanding this the names of thefe months were 
in ufe in the time of Ezra, for they are named in fcripture, both in the 
book of Ezra, and alfo in that of Nehemiab, the former of which was 
written by him ; and why then might not the names of thefe vowels have 
been in Ezra's time too, notwithftanding this obeftion ? And this is all 
which thofe on the other fide contend for. But the other arguments, 
which I have above recited, are of much greater weight : If any one would 
fee all at large that hath been faid on this head, Capettus\ book, which I 
have already mentioned, will fully furn'ifh him herewith. 

But there have not been wanting learned men of the contrary opinion, 
and much hath been written for it, efpecially by the two Buxtorfs, the fa- 
ther and the fon ; their arguments, which carry the greateft weight with 
them are thefe which follow : 

i. The ' ancient books Bahir and Zohar, which are faid to have been 
written, the one a little before, and the other a little after, the time of our 
Saviour, make exprefs and frequent mention of the vowel points ; which 
argument would be unanfwerable againft the later invention of them, could 
we be fure that thefe books are as ancient as the Jews fay they are. But 
there are reafons fufficient to convince us, w that both of them are of a 
much later date. There are many particulars in the books themfelves, 
which manifeftly prove them to be fo. And for above a thoufand years, 
after the pretended times of their compofure, they were never heard of 
among the Jews themfelves, nor were they ever quoted, or made mention 
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of by any other writer during all that interval; which gives abundant rea- 
fon to conclude, that till after thefe thoufand years they never had any be- 
ing; but. that a falfe date of antiquity hath been fraudulently put to them 
to recommend them to the world with the greater credit. The latter of 
them hath been printed feveral times, but the other is Hill in manufcript. 
They "a^e both cabbaliftical books, and themoft they are remarkable for is 
t'he obfcurity of their ftyle, and the ftrange, myfterious, and unintelligible 
iluff contained in them: 

z. That whereas it is faid on the other fide, that the Maforites of Ti- 
berias invented the vowel points about five hundred years after Chrijl, 
this ? appears very unlikely. For the fchools which the Jews had in Ju- 
dea were then wholly diflipated and fupprefled, and no learned men there 
l?ft, of fufficient ability for fuch a performance. For at that time all their 
learned men were removed into the province of Babylon, where they had 
^heir universities of Sara, Naherdea, and 'Pombeditha, and nothing of their 
learning was then left in Judea, that can make it probable that fuch a work 
could'be done, either at Tiberias^ or any where elfein that land, inthofe 
times. Arid befides, were the ttyng ever fo likely, there is no authority 
for it Sufficient to fuppojt the affertibn. Elias Levita indeed faith it, and 
jiben Ezra, who wrote'abput the middle of the twelfth century, is quo- 
ted for it ; but higher up it cannot be traced. For there is nothing faid in 
any ancienter writer, either of their being invented by the Maforites at 27- 
berias, or any where elfe after the Talmud ; and it is not likely, that if this 
had been fo late an invention, a matter fo remarkable, and of fuch great 
moment,' could have been wholly patted over in filence, without the leaft 
mention made of it by any of the Jewifh writers. But * to all this it is re- 
plyedj thai fn hiftorical matters it is not to be regarded what the Jews 
write, or what they omit concerning them. That of all nations in the 
world, that have pretended to any fort of learning, they have taken the 
leafl; care to record paft tranfaftions, and have done it very bunglingly, and 
in a manner that looks more like fable than truth, wherever they have pre- 
tended to it. And it is certain, there were Jews eminent in their way of 
learning at Tiberias, in St. Jerom's time; for he tells us he made ufe of 
them, and he died not till the year of our Lord 410, which was but 
eighty years before the time alfigned. ; and it mull be acknowledged that 
nothing of this can be gainfaid. And it is farther added by thofe, who 
thus reply, that they do not positively pin down the invention of thefe 
vowel points either to the time or place which Elias Le-vit'a afligneth for 
it, but only fay, that it muft be after the time of the writings of Jerom 9 
and after the time of the compofure of the Talmud, becaufe in neither of 
thefe any mention is made of them, and this will neceflarily carry it down 
below the five hundredth year of our Lord; but whether it were then 
immediately done, or two or three hundred years afterward, or at Tibe- 
rias, or ejfewhere, they will not take upon them certainly to affirm. That 
the vowel points were not affixed to the text by Ezra, that they are not 
of a divine, but only of an human original, and firfl: introduced into ufe 
after the writing of fa<z.Talrn?4.d, is all that they pofitively aflert concerning 
this matter ; and that whatsoever is faid beyond this is only guefs and con- 
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jefture, which doth not at all affect the queftipn, and therefore they will 
not contend about it. " 

3- If by, the Ma/or it es, who are faid to have invented thefe vowel points, 
are meant the authors of the prefent Mafbrah> wnich is printed with the 
great bibles of Venice, and Bafil, it is ' certain they cannpt be the inven- 
tors of thefe points. For a great part of their criticifms is upon the vowel 
points, which mutt neceflarily prove thern to have been long before 
fix'd and fettled. For none ufe to criticife upon their own works. To 
* which it is'r'eplyed, that'thpre were Majbrites from the time of Ezra. 
and the men. ?^he great fyriagogue, down to the time of Ben udjher and 
Ben Naphthaii, who flouriihed ' abpu.c the year of our Lord 1030, that 
fome of 'thefe invented the points fpm'etime after the making of the Tal- 
mud, and that after that fome of thofe who fucceeded. them, perchance 
two or three hundred years after, made thefe criticifms and remarks up- 
on them.' For the. Maforab that is now printed' in the bibles above men- 
tioned, is a co^ei^ion, and abridgment of all the chief remarks and criti- 
cifms ? which tjbofe njen di^'mafce upon the Hebrew text, from their firil 
beginning to the, time I have' mentioned. But of this I fhall have occafir 
on to fpeak more, at large by. and by. 

4. That when the Hebrew language ceafed to be the mother tongue 
of the Jews* (as it is agreed on all hands that it did after the Babylohtjh 
captivity) it ' h . %a> fcarce poffible to teach that language without- thefe 
Vp wel points; and this is the befl and ljtronge.fi: argument, that is urged 
on this fide for their having been always in ufe from tfyat time. 

5-. ' Th at, if it be ajlowed that the prefent vowel, points are not of the 
fame authority with the letters/ but are only of a late and human invent- 
on, it will weaken the authority of the holy fcriptures, and leave the fa- 
cred text to an arbitrary and uncertain reading and interpretation; which 
will give tpo much to the papifts, whofe main defign is to defiroy the au- 
thority and certainty of the holy fcriptures, that thereby they may make 
room for the traditions of their church, and the decifions of the infallible 
guide, which they pretend tp have therein. And to avoid this ill coiife- 
quence is, indeed, the moft prevailing caufe, that hath drawn into this : opi- 
nion mpft of thofe learned protefiants that contend for, it ; but to anfwer 
both thefe laft arguments, and fettle the whole of this controverfy, I lhajl 
lay down what, appears to me to be the truth of the matter, in thefe fol- 
lowing portions. 

I. That the vowel points having never been received by the Jews in- 
to their fynagogues, this feems to be a certain evidence, that they were 
never anciently looked on by them as an authentic part of the holy feri- 
pture of the OldTeftament, but reckoned only as an human invention, ad- 
ded for the eafier reading of. the text, after, the Hebrew ceafed from be- 
ing a vulgar language among them. And the Jews having been till the 
time oiChrifi the true church of God, and. his chofen people, c to whom 
thofe fcriptures and facred oracles of God were given and. -committed, 
through their hands the church of Chriji hath received them, and, their 
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evidence is that, which is to witnefs and determin unto us, what part of 
them is authentic fcripture, and what is not. 

II. It is moft likely, that thefe vowel points were the invention of the 
Maforites a little after the time of Ezra. That they came into ufe a lit- 
tle after the time of Ezra, feems to be proved by the need that was then 
of them for the reading and teaching of the Hebrew text. And that they 
were invented by the Maforites feems moft likely, becaufe of the bufinefs 
and profeffion, which thefe men employed themfelves in. For, 

i*, These Maforites d were a fet of men, whofe profeffion it was to 
write out copies of the Hebrew fcriptures, and to criticize upon them, and 
alfo to preferve and teach the true readings of them ; and what they ob- 
ferved and taught in order hereto, is by the Jews called the Maforah. But 
this tradition reached no farther than the readings of the Hebrew fcri- 
ptures. For as the Jews held a tradition of the true interpretations of 
the holy fcriptures, (which I have already fpoken of) fo alfo did they hold 
another of the true readings of them, as in the original Hebrew language. 
And this laft they will have, as to the law, to be a conftitution of Mofes 
from mount Sinai, as well as the former. For their dodtrine is, that 
when God gave unto Mofes the law in mount Sinai, he taught him firft 
the true readings of it, and fecondly the true interpretations of it; and 
that both thefe were handed down from generation to generation by oral 
tradition only, till at length the readings were written by the accents 
and vowels, in like manner as the interpretations were by the Mijhnah 
and Gemara. The former they call Maforah, which fignifyeth tradi- 
tion, and the other they call Cabbala, which fignifyeth reception-, but 
both of them denote the fame thing, that is, a knowledge delivered down 
from generation to generation ; in the doing of which there being tradi- 
tion on the one hand, and reception on the other, that which relates to 
the readings of the Hebrew fcriptures, hath its name from the former, 
and that which relates to the interpretations of them, from the latter. 
And what they fay of this, as to the law, they fay alfo of it, as to the pro- 
phets and the reft of the Hebrew fcriptures ; that is, that the true readings 
of them, as well as the true interpretations of them,, were delivered down 
by oral tradition from thofe who were the firft penmen of them ; to whom 
they fay God revealed both at the fame time, when he revealed to them 
the word it felf. As thofe who ftudied and taught the Cabbala, were cal- 
led the Cabbalijis ; fo thofe, who ftudied and taught the Maforah, were 
called the Maforites. For altho' the word Cabbala be now reftrained to 
fignify the myftical interpretations of the fcriptures only, and in the com- 
mon ufage of fpeech now among the Jews, they alone are called Cabba- 
lijis who give themfelves up to thefe dotages ; yet in the true and genu- 
ine meaning of the word, the Cabbala extends to all manner of traditions, 
which are of the interpretative part of the Hebrew fcriptures, and the Cab- 
balijis is the general name of all thofe who profefled the ftudy and know- 
ledge of them. And they were all thofe, whom under the names of Tan- 
naim, Amoraim, Seburaim, ?§c . I have already made mention of. And as 
thefe Cabbalijis firft began a little after the time of Ezra, fo alfo did the 
Maforites ; and their whole bufinefs and profeffion being to ftudy the true 
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readings of the Hebrew text, and to preferve and teach the fame, they 
are juftly held the raoft .likely to have invented the vowel points, becaufe 
the whole ufe of thofe points is to ferve to this purpofe. 

And, i d ", This ufe of them being abfolutely neceflary from the time 
that the Hebrew language ceafed to be vulgarly fpoken (as it certainly did 
in the time of Ezra) we have fufficient reafon from hence to conclude 
that foon after that time the ufe of them mutt have been introduced. For 
from this time the Hebrew language being only to be acquired by ftudy 
and inftruction, and that being neceflary to be firft acquired, before the 
facred text could be read, which was written therein $ as there was need 
of fuch a profeflion of men to take care hereof, that is, to teach and brine 
up others to know the language, and alfo to read the fcriptures, as writ- 
ten in it.; fo was there as much need of thefe vowel points to help them 
herein, it being hard to conceive,; how they could do either without them 
or fome other fuch marks, that might ferve them for the fame purpofe' 
What the Jtewxtellus of preferving the true readings only by tradition 
and memory, is too abfurd to be fwallowed by any one. For had there 
been nothing elfe but tradition and memory in this cafe to help them the 
load would have been too great to have been carried by any ones memory 
but all mutt neceflarily have dropp'd in the way, and been loft. But the, 
truth is, there is no need of depending only on memory in this cafe For 
to thofe, who thoroughly know the language, the letters alone, with the 
context, are fufficient to determine the reading, as now they are in all 
other Hebrew books. For, excepting the bible, few other books in that 
language are pointed. All thsir • R«bbinicaUvithors t of which there are 
a great number, are all unpointed, and yet all that underftand the language 
can read them without points, as well as if they had them, yea, and much 
better too, and not mifs the true reading. But the difficulty is as to thofe 
who do not underftand the language. For how they could be ever taught 
to read it without vowels, after it ceafed to be vulgarly fpoken, is fcarce 
poffible to conceive. When all learnt it from their cradles, it was no 
hard matter for thofe, who thus understood the language, to learn to read 
it by the letters only without the vowels. But when the Hebrew became a 
dead language the cafe was altered- For then, jnftead of understanding it 
firftin order to read it, they were firft to read it in order to underftand 
it ; and therefore having not the previous knowledge of the language to 
direft them herein, they muft neceflarily havehad fome other helpstwhere- 
fey to know with what vowel every fyllable was to be pronounced, and to 
give themthis help, the vowel points feem certainly to have been inven- 
ted t and therefore the time of this invention cannot be placed later than 
the time when they became neceflary, that is, when the Hebrew became 
a dead language, though perchance it was not perfected and brought to 
that order, in which now it is, till fome ages after. It is acknowledged 
©n all hands, that the reading of the Hebrew language could never have 
been learned after it eeafed to be vulgarly fpoken, without the help of 
svowels ,; but they who will not allow the points to have been fo ancient, 
( tell us, that theletters Aleph, He, Vau t lod, which they call tnatre.s lefti- 

*. Alt thofe authors as originally written '.art without foists. But the Miftna a»d their Machior 
lave lately hattotesfut to tb.em> butjiill they are t'fhned the befi editions that are withHttiiem 
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onhy then ferved for vowels. But there are a great number of words in 
the Hebrew way of writing, both in the bible and in all other books of 
that language, in which none of thefe letters are to be found, and fcarcc 
any in which fome of the fyllables are not without them ; and how then 
can thefe fupply the place of vowels, and every where help the reading in- 
Head of them, fince every where they are not to be found ? Befides, there 
are none of thefe letters which have not, according as they are plac'd in diffe- 
rent words, the different founds of every one of the vowels fome time or 
other annexed to them ; and how then can they determine the pronunciati- 
on of anyone of them? As for example, the letter Alepb hath not always 
the pronunciation of the vowel [a], but fometimes of [e], fometimes of [i], 
fometimes of [o], and fometimes of [u], according as it is found in diffe- 
rent words ; and the fame is to be faid of all the reft. And farther, all 
the other oriental languages have in their alphabets thefe fame letters, 
which they call matres lettionis, as well as the Hebrew, as for example, 
the Syriac, the Arabic* the Turkifi, the Terfian, the Malayan, &c. and 
yet they have their vowels too to help the reading ; neither can we find 
that they were ever without them, though fuch as are well verfed in any 
of thefe languages, read them readily without vowels, and all the books, 
epiftles, orders, and publick inftruments, that are in them, are generally 
fo written. And why then fhould we think the Hebrew had not fuch 
vowels alfo, efpecially when after that language had ceafed to be vulgarly 
fpoken, there was fuch neceffity for them ? The unpointed words in He- 
brew are the fame with abbreviations in Latin ; and if it be impracticable 
for any novice to learn the Latin language by books, wherein all the words 
are fo abbreviated, that only two or three letters of them ftand for the 
whole, we may juftly infer, that it is as impracticable for any who is a 
ftranger to the Hebrew* ever to learn it by books, wherein all the words 
are unpointed; yea, and much more fo. For the abbreviations in Latin 
are certain, fuch an abbreviation being always put for fuch a word, and for 
none other ; but it is otherwife in the abbreviations of the unpointed He- 
brew, for in them all the vowels being left out, the remaining letters, 
which are to ftand for the whole, may as pronounced with different vow- 
els be different words ; as for example, there are two conjugations \riHe- 
brew, one called Tibet, and the other Tubal ; the former is an adive, and 
the other a paflive, and both are written throughout all their moods and ten- 
fes ("except the infinitive) with the fame letters, and they as differently 
pointed may be either the one or the other; and although in the reading 
the context may determine the aftive from the paflive, yet if we do not by 
pointed books firft learn what vowels properly belong to the one, and what 
to the other, how can we know with which to read or pronounce either of 
them in the unpointed books ; And abundance of other fuch inftances may 
be given in the Hebrew language, wherein the fame letters, as differently 
pointed, make different words, and' of different . fignifications ; and how 
then can a learner know, what different Vowels, and what different pro- 
nunciations belong to thefe different words, if he be not firft taught it by 
the points, or fome other fuch marks of the fame fignification? All that 
can be faid againft this is, that the Samaritan hath no fuch vowels, but al- 
though it be now grown to be a dead language, as well as the Hebrew, it 
is taught and learnt without them. To this Ianfwer, that it is true that all 
the books, which we have as yet brought us info thefe weftern parts, m 
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the Samaritan character, are written only with the letters, and without 
any fuch marks as the Hebrew bibles now have to denote the vowels, or 
any other inftead of them. But this doth not prove that they have no 
fuch vowels in ufe among them ; multitude of books are brought us out 
of the eaft in Hebrew, Syriac, Arabic, Turkijb, and Terfian, all written 
with the letters only, without any vowel marks ; but this doth not prove 
that they have none, for it's certain that they all have them, and ufe them, 
where there is need of them : And therefore it is no evidence but that the 
Samaritan may have them alfo, though all the books which we have hi- 
therto feen in it are without them. The feci: of the Samaritans are thofe 
only who ufe this character and language, (if we may call it a language* 
for it is no more than the Hebrew in another character) and they are now 
dwindled into a very fmall number, and th6fe difperfed abroad into feve- 
ral parts of the eaft. And what their practice may be, as to the ufe of 
vowel figures in their other writings, (though none that have as yet come 
to our hands have any fuch) we have no account of, either fro or con* 
and therefore we can argue nothing from it. Only we fay, that as to this, 
as well as the Hebrew, and all other fuch languages, in which books are 
ordinarily written with the letters only, it feems almoft imprafticable for 
any one to learn to read thofe books, after the languages are become dead 
languages, without fome marks put to the letters to denote the vowels 
with which they are to be pronounced. Without a previous knowledge 
of the language it is impoffible to be done, and therefore the only way to 
make it poilible, is to learn the language firfl by rote ; and when a per- 
fect knowledge hath been gotten of it this way, then only can it be pra- 
cticable to learn to read that language by the letters only, without any 
vowel marks. But this is fuch a great way about, fuch a tedious and 
operofe method of learning it, that we muft look on thofe to be a very 
dull and ftupid fort of people, who being in this cafe, could find out no 
other way to help themfelves in it, and that efpecially in the Jews cafe* 
fince their neighbours on each fide of them (I mean the Syrians and Ara- 
bians) had vowel figures, and they might eafily from them either have ta- 
ken the fame, or learn'd to have fram'd others like them. Though the 
Greeks in their language have the vowels intermixed with the letters, yet 
it no fooner became a dead language (I mean the learned Greek, from 
which the modern doth as much differ, as the Chaldee from the Hebre w) 
but they found out accents, fpirits, and feveral other marks to help 
thofe who were to learn it, which were never in ufe among them before. 
And fo alfo are there in the Latin feveral fuch marks ; as for example, a 
mark over the [6] and [e] at the end of adverbs, to diftinguifh them from 
nouns ending in thofe vowels; and the mark over the [a] ablative to di- 
ftinguifh it from the [a] nominative, &c. None of which marks were ever 
ufed while the Latin language was vulgarly fpoken, but were invented for 
the help of thofe who were to learn it afterwards. And is it poffible that 
the Jews only were fo ftupid and dull, that they alone fhould find out no 
fuch helps, after their language became a dead language, for the eafier 
learning and reading of it ; but on the contrary, fhould have continued fo . 
many hundred years after, not only without any marks for accents* paufes, 
or flops, but alfo without any figures fo much as to denote the vowels* 
with which their letters were to be pronounced ? The neceffity which was 
in this cafe for fuch vowel figures, evidently proves that they muft have 
Vol. I. Oo had 
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had them, and that as foon as they needed them, which was as foon as 
their language became a dead language ; and was thenceforth to be learn'd 
by books' (and not by common converfe) as all other dead languages are. 
And therefore this happening about the time of Ezra, (as hath been al- 
ready fliewn) it mutt follow, that about that time, or a little after, the ufe 
of fuch vowel figures mutt have been introduced into the Hebrew language. 
Whether they were the fame vowel points that are now ufed, or other 
fuch like figns to ferve for the fame purpofe, is not material, and therefore 
I ihall raife no enquiry about it. Only I cannot but fay, that fince neceffi- 
ty firft introduced the ufe of them, it is moll likely, that no more were at 
firft ufed than there was a neceflity for, but that the augmenting of them 
beyond this to the number of fifteen, proceeded only from the over-nicety 
of the nSxex-Maforites. Three ferved the Arabs, and five moft other na- 
tions, and no doubt at firft they exceeded not this number among the 
Jews. And it is moft likely that the fame profeflion of men, who thus in- 
vented the vowel points, were alfo the authors of all thofe other inventi- 
ons which have been added to the Hebrew text, for the eafier reading 
and better understanding of it. The dividing of the law into fections, 
and the fections into verfes, feems to have been one of the firft of their 
works. e Originally every book of the Hebrew bible was written as in one 
verfe, without any diftinffion of feftions, chapters, verfes, or words. But 
when the publick reading of the law was brought into ufe among the 
Jews, and fome part of it read every fabbath in their fynagogues, it be- 
came neceflary to divide the whole into fifty four fedtions, that it might 
thereby be known what part was to be read on each fabbath j and the 
whole gone over every year, as hath been afore obferved. And when the 
difufe of the Hebrew language among them made it neceflary, that it 
Ihould not only be read to them in the original Hebrew, but alfo inter- 
preted in the Chaldee, which was then become their vulgar tongue, 
there was alfo a neceflity of dividing the feftions into verfes, that they 
might be a direction both to the reader and the interpreter, where to 
make their flop at every alternative reading and interpreting, till they 
had verfe by verfe gone through the whole feftion. And in imitation 
hereof, the like divifion was afterwards made in all the reft of the holy 
fcriptures. And a like neceflity about the fame time introduced the ufe 
of the vowel points, after they were forced to teach the Hebrew language 
by book, on its ceafing to be any longer vulgarly fpoken among the peo- 
ple. And fome time after the accents and paufes were invented for the 
fame purpofe, that is, for the eafier and more diftincl: reading of the text, 
for which they are neceflary helps, as far as they fupply the place of a 
comma, a colon, or a full flop ; (which Atbnak, Revia, and Silluk do) 
but as for the mufical ufe, for which only the others were added to the 
Hebrew text, they are now wholly infignificant, it being long fince abfo- 
lutely forgot for what ufe they ferved. 

III. These vowel points were for many ages only of private ufe among 
the Maforites, whereby they preferved to themfelves the true readings of 
the holy fcriptures, and taught them to their fcholars ; but they were not 
received into the divlnity-fchools till after the making of the Talmud. For 
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there were two forts of fchools anciently among the Jews, the fchools of 
the Maforites, and the fchools of the Rabbis. The former taught only 
the Hebrew language, and to read the fcriptures in it, the others to under- 
ftand the fcriptures, and all the interpretations of them; and were the 
great doftors of divinity among them, to whom the Maforites were as 
much inferior, as the teachers of grammar-fchools among us are to the 
profeffors of divinity in our univerfities. And therefore as long as thefe 
vowel points went no higher than the fchools of thefe Maforites, they 
were of no regard among their learned men, or taken any notice of by 
them. And this is the reafon that we find no mention of them, either in 
the Talmud or in the writings of Origen, or Jerom. But fome time after 
the making of the Talmud (in what year or age is uncertain) the punctua- 
tion of the Maforites having been judged by the Jewijh doftors to be as 
ufeful and neceffary a way for the preferving of the traditionary readings 
of the Hebrew fcriptures, as the MiJbnah&nS. Gemarahndbeen then found 
to be for the preferving of the traditional rites, ceremonies, and doctrines 
of their religion, it was taken into their divinity-fchools; and it having 
been there reviewed and corrected by the learnedeft of their Rabbi's, 
and fo formed and fettled by them, as to be made to contain and mark 
out all thofe authentic readings, which they held to have been delivered 
down unto them by tradition from Mofes and the prophets, who were the 
firft penmen of them ; ever fince that time the points in the Hebrew fcri- 
ptures have been by the Jews held of the fame authority for the readingof 
them, as the Mijbnah and the ;Gemara for the interpreting of them, 
and confequently as unalterable as the letters themfelves. For they reckon 
them both of divine original, only with this difference, that the letters 
they fay were written by the holy penmen themfelves, but the readings, as 
now marked by the points, were, delivered down from them by tradition 
only. However, they have never received them into their fynagogues* 
but have there ftill continued the ufe of^the holy fcriptures in unpointed 
copies, and fo do even to this day, becaufe they fo. received them from 
the firlt holy penmen of them. 

IV. All thofe criticifms in the Maforah that are upon the points, were 
made by fuch Maforites zs lived after the points Were received into the 
divinity fchools of the Jews. For this profeffion of men continued from 
the time of Ezra, and the men of the great fynagogue, to chat of Ben 
AJher and Ben Naphthali, h who were two famous Maforites, that lived 
about the year of our Lord 1030, and were, thelaft of them, - Eor they 
having, after many years labour fpent herein* each of them publilhed a 
copy of the whole Hebrew text, as correft as they could make .it, the eaft- 
ern Jews have followed that of Ben Naphthali; and the weflern Jews have 
followed that of Ben Afher, and all that hath been done ever fince is ex- 
actly to copy after them, both as to the points and accents, as . well as to 
the letters, without making any more corrections or Maf/ritica^critieifms 
or obfervations upon either. Thefe Maforites, who were: the authors of 
the Maforah that is, now extant, were a monitrous4rifling-,:fW of men, 
whofe criticifms; and obfervations went no higher, than the nnmbring. of 
the verfes, wands,-.and letters, of every book in the Hebrew bible, and 
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the marking but which was the middle verfe, word, and letter in each of 
them, and the making of other fuch poor and low obfervations concern- 
ing them, as are not worth any man's reading, or taking notice of, what- 
ever Richard Simon the Frenchman may fay to the contrary. 

V. These vowel points having been added to the text, with the beft 
care, of thofe who belt underftood the language, and having undergone the 
review and corrections of many ages, it may be reckoned that this work 
hath been done in the perfe&eft manner that it can be done by man's art„ 
and that none who mall undertake a new punctuation of the whole, can do 
it better ; however fince it was done only by man's art, it is no authentic pare 
of the holy fcriptures, and therefore thefe points are not fo unalterably fix- 
ed to the text, but that a change may be made in them, when the nature 
of the context, or the analogy of grammar, or the Ityle of the language, 
or any thing elfe mall give a fufficient reafon for it. And that efpecially 
fince, how exactly foever they may have been at any time affixed to the 
text, they are Hill liable to the miftakes of tranferibers and printers, and 
by reafon of their number/the fmalnefs of their figures, and their poficion 
under the letters, are more likely to fuffer by them, than any other fort of 
writing whatfoever. 

VI. It doth not from hence follow, that the facred text will therefore 
be left to an arbitrary and uncertain reading. For the genuine reading is 
as certain in the unpointed Hebrew books, as the genuine fenfe is in the 
pointed ; the former indeed may fometimes be miftaken or perverted, and 
fo may the latter; and therefore whether the books be pointed or un- 
pointed, this doth not alter the cafe to one who thoroughly knows the 
language, and will honeftly read the fame. Ignorant men may indeed mi- 
ftake the reading, and ill men may pervert it ; but thofe who are knowing 
and honeft can do neither. For, except the bible, no other Hebrew 
book is pointed* unlefs fome few of late by modern hands. All their Rob* 
binical authors are unpointed, and all their other books, to which the mo- 
derns have in fome editions added points, were originally publifhed with- 
out them, and fo they ftill are in the beft editions ; and yet this doth not: 
hinder* but that every one who underftands the Hebrew language, can 
rightly read them and rightly underftand them. Were I to make my 
choice, I would defire to have the bible with points, and all other Hebrew 
books without them. I would defire the bible with points, becaufe they 
tell us how the Jews did anciently read the text. And I would have all 
other Hebrew books without them, becaufe in fuch they rather hinder and 
clog the reading, than help it, to any one that thoroughly knows the lan- 
guage. And all that undertake to point fuch books, may not always do 
it according to the true and genuine reading, as we have an inftance in the 
pointed edition of the Mijhnah publifhed in octavo by Menajjeh Ben Ifrael 
at Amfterddm. And therefore it is much better to be left free to our own 
apprehenfions forthe genuine reading, than be confined by another man's 
to that which may not be the genuine reading. Indeed to read without 
vowels may look very ftrange to fuch* who are converfant only with the 
modern European languages, in which often feveral confonants come to- 
gether without a vowel* and feveral vowels without a confonant, and fe- 
veral of both often go to make up one fyllable ; and therefore if in them 
the confonants were only written, it would be hard to find out what may 
be the word ; but it is quite otherwife in the Hebrew. For in that lan- 
guage 
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guage there is never more than one vOwelin one fyllable, and in mod fyl- 
lables only one confonant, and in none more than two, and therefore in 
riioft words the confonants confine us to the vowels, and determine how 
the word is to be read ; and if not, at leaft the context doth. It muft be 
acknowledged, that there are feveral combinations of the fame confonants, 
which, as placed in the fame order, are fufceptible of different punctuati- 
ons, and thereby make different words and of different lignifications, and 
therefore when put alone are of an uncertain reading ; but it is quite 
otherwife when they are joyned in context with other words. For 
where the letters joined in the fame word do not determine the reading, 
there the words joined in the fame fentence always do ; and this is no more 
than what we find in all other languages, and very often in our own. For 
we have many equivocal words, which being put alone are of an uncer- 
tain fignification, but are always determin'd in the context. As for exam- 
ple, the word let in Englijh when put alone by it felf, hath not only two 
different, but two quite contrary meanings. For it fignifies to permit, and 
it fignifys alfo to hinder-, but it never doth foin the context, but is there- 
by always fo determined either to the one or to the other, that no one is 
ever led into a miftake hereby. And the fame is to be faid of all fuch 
words in Hebrew, as having the fame letters are fufceptible of various 
punctuations. The letters here cannot determine to the punctuation, be- 
caufe they being in each the fame, arc indifferent to either. But what the 
letters cannot do, when the word is put alone by it felf, that the other 
words always do, with which it is joined in the context. And it is want 
of attention, or want of apprehenfion, if any one thoroughly skill'd in the 
Hebrew language makes a miftake herein; which may happen in the read- 
ing of any other books whatfoever. And therefore though the Hebrew 
bibles had never been pointed, we need not be fent either to the church 
of Rome, or any where elfe, for the fixing of the readings of it, the letters 
alone with the context being fufficient, when we thoroughly underftand 
the language* to determine us thereto. 

There is in the ' church of St. 'Dominic in Bononia a copy of the He- 
brew fcriptures, kept with a great deal of care, which they pretend to be 
the original copy written by Ezra himffclf ; and therefore it is there valu- 
ed at fo high a rate, that great fums df money have been borrowed by the 
Bononians upon the pawn of it, and again repaid for its redemption. It 
is written in a very fair character, upon a fort of leather, and made up in 
a roll according to the ancient manner; but it having the vowel points an- 
nexed, and the writing being frefh and fair without any decay, both thefe 
particulars prove the novelty of that copy. But fuch forgeries are no un- 
common things among the papiftical feet. 

But though Ezras government over s&ljudah and Jerufalem expired 
with this year, yet his labour to ferve the church of God did not here 
end ; for ftill he went on as a preacher of righteoufnefs, and a skilful 
fcribe of the law of God, to perfect the reformation which he had begun,' 
both in preparing for the people correct editions of the fcriptures, and 
alfo in bringing all things in church and ftate to be conform to the rules 
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thereof. And this he continued to do as long as he lived ; and herein he 
was thoroughly aflifted andfupported by the next governor, who coming 
to Jerusalem with the fame intentions and the fame zeal for promoting of 
the honour of God, and the welfare of his people in Judah and Jerufa- 
lem, as Ezra did, he {truck in heartily with him in the work ; fo that 
Ezra went on ftill to do the fame things by the authority of the new go- 
vernor, which he before did by his own. And by their thus joining toge- 
ther in the fame holy undertaking, and their mutual aflHting each other 
therein, it exceedingly profpered in their hands, till at length, notwith- 
{landing all manner of oppofitions both from within and from without, it 
was brought to full perfection forty nine years after it had been begun by 
Ezra. Whether Ezra lived fo long, or not, is uncertain. But what he 
did not live to do, was completed by the piety and zeal of his fucceflbr, 
with an account of whofe tranfaftions I ihall begin the next book. 
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E who fucceeded Ezra in the government of Judab ^-^i- 
and Jerufalem was * Nebemiab, a very religious and et xes"z». 
moft excellent perfon, one that was nothing behind his 
predeceflor, faving his learning and great knowledge 
in the law of God. He came to Jerufalem in the b twen- 
tieth year QiArtaxerxesLongimanuSiWn& by a commiffion 
from him fuperfeded that of Ezra t and fucceeded him in 
the government of Judab and Jerufalem. And he had in that commiffion, 
by an exprefs claufe therein inferted, full authority given him to repair the 
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walls and fetup the gates ofjerufalem, and to fortify it again in the fame 
manner, as it was before it was dif mantled and destroyed by the Babyloni- 
ans. He was a Jew, whofe ancettors had formerly been citizens of Jem- 
falem. For c there he faith was the place of his father's lepulchres. But 
as to the tribe or family which he was of, no more is faid, but only that 
his father's name was Hachaliah ; who feemeth to have been of thofe Jems, 
who having gotten good fettlements in the land of their captivity, chofe 
rather to abide in them, than return into their own countrey, when leave 
was granted for it. It is moft likely, that he was an inhabitant of the city 
of Shujhan ; and that it was his dwelling there that gave his fon an oppor- 
tunity of gaining an advancement in the King's palace. For he was one of 
the cup-bearers of King Artaxerxes, a which was a place of great honour and 
advantage in the 'Perjlan court, becaufe of the privilege it gave him of be- 
ing daily in the King's prefence, and the opportunity which he had there- 
by of gaining his favour, for the obtaining of any petition which he fhould 
make to him. And that efpecially fince the times of his attendance al- 
ways were, when the King was making his heart merry with the wine 
which he ferved up unto him. For this is the bell opportunity with all 
men, for the obtaining any boon that ihall he defired of them, becaufe 
they are always then in the befl humour of complying. And it was ° at 
fuch a time, that he asked the government of Judea, and obtained it. And 
by the like advantages of his place no doubt it was, that he gained thofe 
immenfe riches, which enabled him for fo many years f out of his own 
private purfe only, to live in his government with that fplendor and ex- 
pence as will be hereafter related* without burdening the people at all for 
it. And no doubt it was by the favour of Queen EJther, as being of the 
fame nation and people with her, that he obtained fo honourable and ad- 
vantagious a preferment in that court. However, neither the honour and 
advantage of this place, nor the long fettlement of his family out of his 
countrey, could make him forget his love for it, or lay afide that zeal 
which he had for the religion of his forefathers, who had formerly dwelt 
in it. For though he had been born and bred in a ftrange land, yet he 
had a great love for Sion, and an heart thoroughly fet for the advancing 
the profperity of it, and was in all things a very religious obferver of the 
law of his God. And therefore s when fome came from Jeru/alem, and 
told him of the ill ftate of that city, how the walls of it were ftill in many 
places broken down, and the gates of it in the fame demolifhed ftate as 
when burnt with fire by the Babylonians, and that by reafon hereof the 
remnant of the captivity that dwelt there lay open, not only to theincur- 
iions and infults of their enemies, but alfo to the reproach and contempt 
of their neighbours, as a weak and defpicable people, and that they were 
in both thefe refpects in great afffiaion and grief of heart ; the good man 
being fuitably moved with this reprefentation, applyed himfelf in fafting 
and prayer unto the Lord his God, and earneflly fupplicated to him for 
his people Ifrael, and the place which he hadchofen for his wor/hip among 
them. And having thus implored the divine mercy againft this evil, he 
refolved next to make his application to the King for the red re fling of it, 
trufting in God for the inclining of his heart thereto. And therefore 
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when his turn came next to wait in his office, the h King obferving his 
countenance to be fad, which at other times ufednot fo to be, and asking 
the caufe thereof, he took this opportunity to lay before him the diilrefTed 
{late of his countrey, and owning this to be a caufe of great grief and fad- 
nefs unto him, he prayed the King to fend him thither to remedy it ; and 
by the favour of Queen EJtherhe had his petition granted unto him. For 
it being particularly remarked 1 in the facred text, that the Queen was 
fitting by the King when Nehemiah obtained this grant, it fufficiently inti- 
mates that her favour was afiifting to him herein. And accordingly a royal 
decree was ifiued out for the rebuilding of the walls and gates of Jerufa- 
lem, and Nehemiah was fent thither with it, as governor of the province 
of Judea, to put it in execution. And to do him the more honour, the 
Kino- fent a guard of horfe with him, under the command of fome of the 
captains of his army, to conduct him in fafety to his government. And he 
wrote letters to all the governors on this fide the river Euphrates, to fur- 
ther him in the work on which he was fent ; . and alfo gave his order to 
Afaph the keeper of his forefts in thofe parts, to allow him as much tim- 
ber out of them, as mould be needed for the finiming of it. However the 
Ammonites, the Moabites^ and the Samaritans, and other neighbouring 
nations round, did all they could to hinder him from proceeding therein. 
And to this they were excited, not only by the ancient and bitter enmity, 
which thofe people bore to the whole Jewijh nation, becaufe of the diffe- 
rent manners and different religions which they were of, but moll efpeci- 
ally at this time, becaufe of their lands. For during the time that the Jews 
were in captivity, thefe nations having feifed their lands, were forced k to 
reftore them on their return. For which reafon they did all they could to 
oppofe their refettlement, hoping that if they could be kept low, they 
might find an opportunity fome time or other of refuming again the prey 
they had loft. But Nehemiah was not at all difcouraged hereat. For ha- 
ving, on his arrival at Jerufalem, made known to the people the com- 
miffion with which he was fent, he took a view of the ruins of the old 
walls, and' immediately fet about the repairing of them, dividing the peo- 
ple into feveral companies, and afligning to each of them the quarter 
where they were to work ; but referving to himfelf the reviewal and di- 
rection of the whole, in which he laboured fo effectually, that all ra was 
accompliflied by the end of the mouth Elut, within the compafs of fifty 
two days, notwithstanding all manner of oppofition that was made againit 
him, both from within and from without. For from within feveral falfe 
prophets and other treacherous perfons endeavoured to create him obstru- 
ctions • and from without Sanballat the Horonite, Tobias the Ammonite, 
Gejhem the Arabian, and feveral others, gave him all the disturbance they 
were able, not only by underhand dealings, and treacherous tricks and 
contrivances, but alfo by open force ; fo that while part of the people la- 
boured in carrying on the building, the other part flood to their arms 
to defend them agatnft the afTaults of fuch as had defigns againft them. 
And all had their arms at hand, even while they worked, to be ready at a 
fignal given to draw together to any part, where the enemy mould bedif- 
covered to be coming upon them. And by this means they fecured them- 
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felves a'gairift all the attempts and defighs ; of their enemies, till the work 
was brought to a conclufion. And when they had thus far finilhed the 
Walls, and fet upthe gates* a publick dedication of them " was celebrated 
with great folemnity by the priefts and Le-uifes, and all the people. 

The burden which the'people underwentrin thexarryingbnof this work, 
and the ihceflant labour which they Were forced to undergo to bring;ir to 
fofpeedya*conclufibn, beinglvery great, andfudvasmade' 0 many; of them 
faint arid groan under it,' andexprefsa defpair of being able to perfect- it: 
to revive their drooping fpirits, and make them the more eafy and'ready- 
to proceed in that; which was farther to be done, p care was taken to re- 
lieve them from a much greater burden^ the oppreffion of ufurersjj which 
they then in great mifery lay- tindery ahd had : much greater reafon to com- 
plain of. For the rich taking advantage of the neceflities'of the mea- 
ner fort, had- exacted heavy ufury of them,, making; them pay iR&Cente/Z. 
ma- for all monies- lent them, 9 that' is* one per Gentr. for every month*, 
which amounted to twelve ferGent.iov the whole year;: fothat they were 
forced' to mortgage their landsy anddell their childrehintofervitude,'. to 
have wherewith to buy; bread' for the fupport of theitofelves ahd their fa- 
milies ; tfhich being a manifeft breach of the law of God, given them by 
Mdfes, (for c that forbids- all the race' of Ifrae-fi to r take ulury- of any? 
of their brethren) Nehemiab, on' his- hearingi hereofy refolved forth- 
with" to remove fo great an iniquity ; hrorder whereto he called^geheraL 
affembly of all the people^ where havingrfet forth' unto them the nature of 
the offence, how great- a breath- it: warof the divine law, and how- heavy 
an oppreflion upon their brethren; and how much it might provoke the 
wrath of God agairift them, he caufed it to be enaifted by the generalfmv- 
frageof that whole aflembly, that all mould return to their brethren what- 
foever had been exacted of them upon ufury,- and alfo releafe allithe lands* 
vineyards, olive-yards and houfes, which had been taken of them upon 
mortgage on the account hereof. 

And thus far Nebemiah having executed the main of the end for which 
he obtained the favour of the King to be fent to Jerufalem, he appointed 
Hanani and Hananiab to be governors of the city, and returned again un- 
to him into c Perfia. For a time f had been fet him for his return again to 
court* when he firft obtained to be fent from thence on this commiffion, 
which as exprefled in the text plainly imports a fhort time* and not that 
of twelve years, (after which c he again went unto the King) as fome do 
interpret it. And his having appointed governors of the city as foon as 
the walls were built, evidently implies, that hethen went- from thence, and 
was abfent for fome time. For had he ftill continued at Jerufalem, he 
would not have needed any deputies to govern the place. And farther-; 
more, the building of the walls of Jerufaiem being all for which he pray 
ed his firft commiffion, when this was performed,, he feems to have 
needed a new authority before He could go on to other proceedings, 
which were neceflary for the Well fettling of the affairs of that countrey. 
But on his coming to the King, ahd having given him an account how all 
things flood in the province^ and what farther was needful, to be done for 
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ihe well regulating of it, he foon obtained to be fent back again to take 
care hereof; and the fliortnefs of his abfence feems to have been the caufe 
that there is no notice taken of it in the text, tho' the particulars I have 
mentioned feem fufficiently to imply it. 

NEHEMIAH being returned from the c PerJian court with a new a«. 44 . 
commiffion, forthwith fethimfelf to carry on the reformation of the church Artax " 
and the ftate of the Jews, which Ezra had begun, and took along with erxeS " 
him the advice and direction of that learned and holy fcribe in all that he 
attempted herein. The firft thing that he did was to provide for the fe- 
curity of the city which he had now fortifyed, by fettling rules for the 
opening and Ihutting of the gates, and keeping watch and ward on the 
towers and walls. But * finding Jerufalem to be but thinly inhabited, and 
that to make this burthen more eafy, there needed more inhabitants to 
bear their fliare with them in it, he projected the thorough re-peopling of 
the place. In order whereto w he prevailed firft with the rulers and great 
men of the nation, to agree to build them houfes there, and dwell in them. 
And then others following their example, offered themfelves voluntarily 
to do the fame. And of the reft of the people every tenth man was ta- 
ken by lot, and obliged to come to Jerufalem, and there build them hou- 
fes, and fettle themfelves and families in them. And now the city was 
fortified, and all that had their dwelling in it were there well fecured by 
walls and gates, againft the infults of their enemies, and the incurfions of 
thieves and robbers who before molefted them, all willingly complyed 
herewith ; by which means the houfes, as well as the walls and gates, be- 
in again rebuilt, and fully replenilhed with inhabitants, it foon after this 
recovered its ancient Iuftre, and became again a city of great note in thofe 
parts. So that Herodotus, who travelled thorough Judea a little after this 
time, doth in the defcri prion which he gives us of it * compare it to Sar- 
dis, the metropolis of all the lejfer AJia, y as hath been before obferved ; 
which manifeftly proves, that by the reftoring and building of the ftreet and 
ditch of Jerufalem, mentioned in the prophecy of Daniel, could not be 
meant this rebuilding of the walls and void places of that city. For what 
was predicted by that paflage was not to be done but in feven weeks of 
years, that is, forty nine years. It muft be acknowledged that Herodotus 
is faid * by Eufebius to have publickly read his hiftory at Athens in the laft 
year of the eighty third Olympiad, (that is, four hundred forty five years 
before Chrift) and by * others to have gone the next year after (which is 
this very year four hundred forty four, of which we now treat) with a co- 
lony of Athenians, and other Greeks, into Italy, to inhabit Thurium, b a ci- 
ty then newly built near the place wher e formerly Sibaris flood; and 
therefore it may be from hence urged againft what I have here faid, that 
Herodotus muft before this time have ended his travels which he under- 
took for the making of this hiftory, fince this his hiftory was finiflied and 
publickly read at Athens the year before. To this I reply, that though he 
had read the firft draught of this hiftory at the time when Eufebius faith, 
yet he had not completed it till at leaft thirty three years after. For there- 
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in he rha-kes mention of the Teloponncfian war, and of things done in it, in 
tL fecoM, and alfo - in the nineteenth year of that war, which Ml was 
the thirty third year after that, wherein he is faid by Eufebius to have pub- 
licklv read that hiftory at Athens, and therefore it could not have been ful- 
ly completed by him till after that year. The truth of the matter appears 
plainly to have been thus : In the year four hundred forty five before Cbrjjf, 
which was the laft year of the eighty third Olympiad, he did read his firft 
draught of this hiftory at Athens, being then thirty nine years old, but em- 
ployed all his life after farther to polilh and complete it; and did not 
pdt his laft hand to it till after the nineteenth year of the Telofonnefian war, 
which was the thirty third after his firft reading it at Athens. The next 
tear sifter his having reading it there, he went thence with the colony to 
Thnrium, that is, in the firft year of the eighty fourth Olympiad, which 
was * the three hundred and tenth of the building of Rome, according to 
the Varrdtiidn accbiirit, arid f twelve years before the beginning of they\?- 
topoiinejiah war. Arid oh his fettling in that place, he revifed what he had 
publickty read at Athens, from whence it is that he is faid by Tliny there 
to have made this hiftory. And after his having continued fome time at 
Thnrium, he travelled from thence into the eaft for the farther complete- 
ihgoFthishiftoryj arid alfo for the gaining of materials for another, which 
he Was then cdmpofihg, of Affyria and Babylon. But this laft was never 
publifhed, 8 though he refers to it in his other hiftory now extant ; the rea- 
son, it'sluppofed, was, that he liv'd not tofinifhit, though by the above- 
mentioned account it appears he out-lived the feventy fecond year of his 
age, and by h other particulars in his hiftory it feems mott likely that he 
lived much longer. Arid, I doubt not, it was in thofe travels which he 
undertook frorh Thnrium, that he went through Judea, and there faw Je- 
rufalem, which he calls Cadytis. For that the city, which he defcribes 
urider that name, could be none other than Jeru/alem, I have already 

NE HE MI AH finding it neceflary to have the genealogies of the peo- 
ple well examined into, and clearly ftated, '• betook himfelf in the next 
tolace to eriquire into the matter. And this he did, not only for the fake 
of their civil rights, that all knowing of what tribe and family they were, 
they might thereby be directed where to take their pofleffions; butefpe- 
ciall'yfbr the fake of the farictuary, that none might be admitted to officiate 
there either as Levites, which were not of the tribe of Levi, or as priefts, 
which were not of the family of Aaron. And therefore for the true fettling of 
this matter, fearch was made for the old regifters, and having among them 
found a regifter of the genealogies of thofe who came up at firft from Ba- 
bylon with Zefubbdbeli.h& Jejhua, he fettled this matter according to it, 
adding fuch as afterwards came up, and expunging others, whofe families 
were extiriguiflied ; and this hath caufed the difference that is between the 
accourits'wtiich we have of thefe genealogies in ExrasadiNehemiah. For 
in the ii d chapter of Ezra we have the old regifter made by Zerubbabel, 
arid in the vii th of Ndhemiah, from the <S ,h verfe to the end of the chap- 
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ter, a copy of it, as fettled by Nehemiah with the alterations I have men- 
tioned. 

EZR A having completed his edition of the law of God, and written 
it out fairly and correftly in the Chaldean character, ' did this year on the 
feaft of trumpets publickly read it to the people at Jerufalem. This feaft 
was celebrated k on the firft of Tifri, the fevench month of the Jews eccle- 
fiaftical year, and the firft of their civil year. Their coming out oi Egypt 
having been in the month of Nifan, 1 from that time the beginning of the 
year in all ecclefiaftical matters was reckoned among them from the be- 
ginning of that month, (which happened about the time of the vernal 
equinox) but in all civil matters, as in contrafts, bargains, and fuch like* 
they ftill continued to go by the old form, and begun their year from the 
firft of Tifri, (which happened about the time of the autumnal equi- 
nox) as all other nations of the eaft then did, (as hath been afore obferv'd) 
and all inttruments and writings relating to contracts, bargains, or other 
civil mattters among them, were dated according to this year ; and " all their 
jubilees and ° fabbatical years begun with it. And therefore it being rec- 
koned their new-years day they celebrated it with a feftival. And this fe- 
ftival being folemnizedby the founding of trumpets, from the morning of 
that day to the end of it, thereby to proclaim and give notice to all of the 
beginning of the new year, it hath from hence been called the feaft of 
trumpets. For the celebrating of this feaft, ' the people being affembled 
from all parts of the land at Jerufalem, and underftanding that Ezra had 
finifhed his revifal of the law, and written out a correct copy of it, they 
called upon him to have it read unto them. Whereon a fcaffold, or large 
pulpit, being eredted in the largeft ftreet of the city, where moft might 
ftand to hear, Ezra afcended into it with thirteen others of the principal 
elders of the people, and having placed fix of them on his right hand, and 
feven on his left, he flood up in the midft of them, and having blefled the 
Lord, the great God, he began to read the law out of the Hebrew text. 
And as he did read it in this language, thirteen others of the Levites, 
whom he had inftrufted and appointed for this purpofe, rendred it period 
by period into Chaldee, which was then the vulgar language of the people, 
and therein gave them the meaning of every particular part, and made 
them underftand the fame. And thus the holy fcribe, with thefe his af- 
fiftants, continued from morning till noon to read and explain unto the 
people the law of God, in fuch manner as might beft make them to know and 
underftand it. But it being a feftival day, when the time of dining approached, 
Nehemiah and Ezra, and the reft, that were aflifting to them in thus in- 
ftrufting the people, difmiffed them for that time to their dinner, to eat 
and drink, and rejoice before the Lord the remaining part of the day,be- 
caufe it was confecrated to be thus kept holy unto him. But the next 
morning they affembled again in the fame place, and Ezra and his af- 
fiftants went on farther to read and explain to them the law of God, in 
the fame manner as they had done the day before ; and when they came to 
the X3 a chapter of Leviticus, wherein is written the law of the feaft of ta- 
bernacles, and had from thence explained unto them the obligation which 
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was upon them to obferve this feftival, and Ihewn them, that the fifteenth 
day of that month was the day appointed for the beginning of it, this ex- 
cited an eager defire in all the people of fulfilling the law of God in this 
particular. And therefore proclamation was forthwith made through all 
Judah to give notice of the feftival* and to warn all to be prefent at Je- 
rujalem on the faid fifteenth day of that month, for the obferving of it. 
And accordingly they came thither at the time prefcribed, and as they 
had been inftrufted from the law of God, prepared booths made of the 
branches of trees, and kept the feftival in them through the whole feven 
days of its continuance, in fuch folemn manner, as had not been obferved 
before from the days of Jojlma to that time. Ezra taking the advantage 
of having the people in fo great a number thus affembled together, and fo 
well difpofed towards the law of God, and the obfervance of it, went on 
with his afiiftants farther to read and explain it unto them, in the lame 
manner as had been done in the two former days ; and this they did day 
by day, from the firft day to the laft day of the feftival, till they had 
gone through the whole law. By which the people perceiving in how 
many things they had tranfgrefled the commands of God, through the ig- 
norance in which they had been kept of them, (for till now the law had 
never been read to them fince their return from BabylonJ exprefled great 
trouble of heart hereat, being much grieved for their fins, and exceeding- 
ly terrified with the fear of God's wrath for the puniihment of them. Ne- 
hemiah and Ezra finding them info good a temper, applied themfelves to 
make the beft improvement that could be made of it, for the honour of 
God and the intereft of religion, and therefore q forthwith proclaimed a 
faft to be held the next day fave one after the feftival was ended, that is, 
on the twenty fourth day of the fame month, to which having called all 
the people, while the fenfe of thefe things was frelh and warm on their 
minds, they excited them to make a publick and folemn confeffion be- 
fore God of all their fins, and alfo to enter into a folemn vow and cove- 
nant with God, to avoid them for the future, and ftri&ly hold themfelves 
faft to the obfervance of God's laws. The obfervances which they chiefly 
obliged themfelves to in this covenant, were ; i'\ Not to make intermar- 
riages with the Gentiles, either by giving their daughters to them, or by 
taking any of their daughters to themfelves ; 2,% To obferve the fabbaths 
and fabbatical years; 3 d1 ', To pay their annual tribute to the temple, for 
the repairing of it, and the finding of all neceflaries for the carrying on 
of the publick fervice in it ; and, 4 th "', To pay the tithes and firft fruits 
to the priefts and Levites. Which particulars thus efpecially named in 
this covenant fliew unto us, what were the laws of God, which hitherto 
they had been moft neglectful of fince their return from their captivity. 

And it being their ignorance of the law of God that had led them into 
thefe tranfgrefllons againft it, "and this ignorance having been occafioned 
by their not having it read unto them, for the preventing hereof for the 
future, they from this time got the learnedeft of the Levites, and other 
fcribes, that were beft skill'd in the law of God, to read it unto them in 
every city, which at firft they did no doubt in the fame manner as Ezra 
had done, that is, by gathering the people together to them in fome wide 
ftreet, or other open place of their city, which was of fitteft capacity to 
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receive them. But the inconvenience of this being, foqn felt, efpecially in, 
the winter and ltormy feafons of the year, for the remedy hereof they ere- 
cted them houfes or tabernacles, wherein to meet; for this purpofc, an.^ 
this was the original of fynagogucs among them. That thpy had no. fyn^- 
gogucs before the Babylonijb captivity is plain, not only from the fUeocc 
which is of them in all the fcripturcs.of the Old Teftamw, but ajfq from 
feveral pillages therein, which evidently prove there couM be none in, 
thofe days. For as it is a common faying among the Jews, ' that where, 
there is no book, of the law, there can be no fynagoguc ; fo the reafono^ 
the thing proves it. For the mainfervice of the fynagoguc being the rea- 
ding of the. law unto the people, where there was.no book, of the law to 
be read, there certainly could be no fynagoguc. But how rare the boo^ 
of the law was through all Jitdab before the Babyhniflt captivity, many 
texts of fcripture tell us. When Jebo/apbat fent teachers, through all Jii^- 
ddb, to irdlruft the people in die law of God, they ' carried a book of 
the law with them, which they needed not liavc done, if there had been 
any copies, of the law in thofe cities to which they went ; which certainly 
there would have been, had there then been any fynagogucs in them. ; it 
being the lameabfurdity tp fuppofc a Jcu/i/b fynagoguc without a copy of 
the law* as it would with us to fuppofc a parifli church without a biblp. 
And therefore as this proves the want of the law through all Jif4al>. in 
thofe times, fo doth it alfo the want of fynagogucs in them- And when 
• Hilkiab found the law in the temple, neither he nor King jf^a/f need- 
ed have been fo furprifed at ir, had books of the law been common, in 
thofe times. Their behaviour on that occafion fufficicntly proves they hsjd 
never feen it before, which could not be, had thprc then been any Other 
copics of it to be found among the people. And if there were no copies 
of the law at that time among them, there could then be moll certainty 
no fynagogues for them to refort to, for the hearing of it read untothetn. 
From hence it plainly follows, there could be no fynagogucs among % 
Jews, till after the Babylonlfli captivity. And it is moll probable, that 
Ezras reading to them the law, and the ncceflity which thereon they 
perceived there was, of having it oftnerrcad among them for their inflru- 
itfon in ir, gave them the occafion of erecting them after the captivity, 
in the manner as I have related; and moft 'learned men arc of this opi- 
nion, and - fome of the7«wx thcmfclvcs fay as much. Concerning thefe 
fynagogucs I think it proper here to inform the reader ; i % In what places 
they were to be erected; a"', What was the fcrvtec to bp performed in 
them ; 3% What were the times of their aflcrabling for this fcryicc ; and 
4*'' Who were their miniftcrs to perform it. 

I. As to the firll, their rule was, that a fynagoguc was to bp qrefled 
in every place, " where there were ten Batclniw, that is, ten pcrfons of" 
full age and free condition, always at lcifure to attend the fcrvicp of it. 
For lefs than ten fuch according to them did not make a congregation, 
and without fuch a congregation prefent, no part of the fynagoguc fcrvicp 



• Midrafh Either 1x3.1. Tanchuma M . x. ' * Ujron. xvii. 9. • * iv.ngf mi. 
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could be performed ; and therefore wherever they could always be fecure 
of fuch a congregation, that is, of ten fuch perfons to be prefent at the 
fervice, in all the ftated times in which it was to be performed, there they 
were to build a fynagogue. For where ten fuch perfons might always be 
had at leifure to attend the fynagogue in all their religious aflemblies, this 
they reckoned a great city, and here they would have a fynagogue to be 
built, but not otherwife. For I take the rule above-mentioned to be re- 
ftriftive in the negative fenfe, as well as obligatory in the affirmative, and 
to Ihew where a fynagogue ought not to be built, as well as where -it 
ought, that is, that no fynagogue ought to be built in any place, where 
there were not fuch a number of inhabitants, as might give a reafonable 
prefumption, that there would be always ten perfons at leifure to be pre- 
fent in every fynagogue aflembly, and that as well on the week days as on 
their fabbaths, becaufe without fuch a number they could not go On with 
the fynagogue fervice. At firfl: thefe fynagogues were few, but after- 
wards they became multiplied to a great number in the fame manner as 
parifh churches with us, which they much refembled. So that in our Sa- 
viour's time, there was no town in Judea but what had one or more of 
them. The Jems tell us, that about that time " Tiberias alone, which was 
a city of Galilee, had twelve of them, and Jerufalem 'four hundred and 
eighty ; but herein they are fuppofed to have fpoken hyperbolically, and 
to have exprefled an uncertain large number by a certain. If this were to 
be underftood ftriftly and literally, what is faid * by fome of thefe ten Ba~ 
telnim, that they were the itationary men of the fynagogue, hired to be 
always prefent to make a congregation, muft be underftood of many of 
them. For were their number fo multiplied, they could not otherwife in 
every one of them be always fure of a congregation, efpecially on the work- 
ing days of the week, two of which were always folemn fynagogue days, 
as well as the fabbaths. It is Lightfoofs opinion, that thefe ten Batelnim 
were the elders and minifters that governed and managed the fynagogue 
fervice ; but this is faid without a fufEcient foundation to fupport it. 

II. The fervice to be performed in thefe fynagogue aflemblies were 
prayers, reading the fcriptures, and preaching and expounding upon them . 

i ft , For their prayers they have liturgies, in which are all the prefCrib-' 
ed forms of their fynagogue worlhip. Thefe at firfl: were very few, but 
fince they are increafed unto a very large bulk, which makes their fyna- 
gogue fervice very long and tedious ; and the rubric, by which they re- 
gulate it, is very perplex'd and intricate, and encumber'd with many rites 
and ceremonious obfervances ; in all which, they equal, if not exceed, both 
the fuperftition, and alio the length of the popifh fervice. The moft fo- 
lemn part of their prayers are thofe, which they call b Shemoneh EJbreh, 
i. e. The eighteen prayers. Thefe they fay were compofed and.inftituted 
by Ezra, and the great fynagogue ; and to them Rabbi Gamaliel, a little 
before the deftruflion of Jerufalem, added the nineteenth againft thechri- 
ftians, who are therein meant under the names of apoftates and hereticks. 
It is certain thefe prayers are very ancient. For mention is made of them 
c in the Mijhna as old fettled forms ; and no doubt is to be made but that 
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they were xifed in our Saviour's time ; at leaft moft of them, a if not all the 
eighteen, and confequently that he joined in them with the reft of the Jews, 
whenever he went into their fynagogues, as c he always did every fabbath 
day. And from hence two things may be inferr'd for the confederation 
of our diflenters; i", That our Saviour difliked not fet forms of prayer 
in publick worfhip. And, 2, dljr , That he was contented to join with the 
publick in the meaneft forms, rather than feparate from it. For thefe 
eighteen prayers in comparifon of thofe now ufed in our church, are ve- 
ry jejune and empty forms ; and that the reader may fee they are fo, I 
lhall here add a translation of them in the fame order as they are in the 
Jewijb liturgies, adding the nineteenth prayer to them, which according 
to the faid order is the twelfth in number, as here recited. 

i. BLESSED be thou, O Lord, our God, the God of our fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, the God of Jacob, the great God, power- 
ful and tremendous, the high God, bountifully dijpenfing benefits, the cre- 
ator and poffejfor of the univerfe, who remembrejt the good deeds of our fa- 
thers, and in thy love fendeft a redeemer to thofe, who are defended front 
them, for thy name fake, O King, our helper, our faviour and our Jhield. 
Blejfed art thou, O Lord, who art the Jhield of Abraham. 

%. THO'V, O Lord, art powerful for ever. Thou raifeft the dead to 
life, and art mighty to fave ; thou fendeft down the dew, Jiilleft the winds, 
and makeft the rain to come down upon the earth, and Juftainefi with thy 
beneficence all that live therein ; and of thy abundant mercy makeft the dead 
again to live. Thou help eft up thofe that fall; thou cur eft the fick ; thou 
loofeft them that are bound, and makeft good thy word of truth to thofe that 
fteep in the duft. Who is to be compared to thee, O thou Lord of might? 
and who is like unto thee, O our King, who killeft and makeft alive, and 
makeft falvation to fpring up as the herb out of the field? Thou art faith- 
ful to make the dead to rife again to life. Blejfed art thou, O Lord, who 
raifeft the dead again to life. 

3. T HOD art holy, and thy name is holy, and thy faints do praife thee 
every day. Selah. For a great King and an holy art thou, O God. Blefi 
fed art thou, O Lord God moft holy. 

4. THO D of thy mercy giveft knowledge unto men, and teacheft them 
underftanding ; give gracioufty unto us knowledge, wifdom, and underftand- 
ing. Blejfed art thou, O Lord, who gracioufty giveft knowledge unto men. 

5. BBING us back, O our father, to the obfervance of thy law, and 
make us to adhere to thy precepts ; and do thou, O our King, draw us 
near to thy worjhip, and convert us unto thee by perfect repentance in 
thy prefence. Blejfed art thou, O Lord, who vouchfafeft to receive us by 
repentance. 

6. BE thou merciful unto us, O our Father, for we have finned; par- 
don us, O our King, for we have tranjgrejfed againft thee. For thou art 
a God, good and ready to pardon. Blejfed art thou, O Lord, moft gracious, 
who multiplieft thy mercies in the forgivenefs of fins. 

7. LOOK, we befeech thee, upon our afflictions. Be thou on our fide in 



i It muft be acknowledged, that fome of thefe prayers feem to have been compofed after the defirttcTton 
of Jerufalem, and to have reference to it, efpecially the 10 th , the ii' h , the 14'h, and the 17th. Tho'itis 
foffible fome of thefe might refer to the calamities of the ancienter times. = Luke iv. 16. 
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all our contentions, and plead thou our caufe in all our litigations, and 
make hafte to redeem us with a perfect redemption for thy names Jake. For 
thou art our God, our King, and a firong redemeer. Blejfed art thou, O 
Lord, the Redeemer of Ifrael. 

8. HEAL us, O Lord our God, and we Jhallbe healed. Save us, and 
we Jhall be faved. For thou art our praife. Bring unto us found health, 
and a perfect remedy for all our infirmities, and for all our griefs, and for 
all our wounds. For thou art a God who healejl, and art merciful. Blefi- 
fed art thou 3 O Lord our God, who cure ft the difeafes of thy people Ifrael. 

9. BLESS us, O Lord our God, in every work of our hands, and bleji 
■unto us the feafons of the year, and give us the dew and the rain to be a 
blejfmg unto us upon the face of all our land, and fatiate the world with 
thy blejfmgs, and fend down moifture upon every part of the earth that is 
habitable. Blejfed art thou, O Lord, who givejl thy blejfmg to the years. 

10. CONVOCATE us together by the Jbund of the great Trumpet to 
the enjoyment of our Liberty, and lift up thy enfign to call together all of the 
captivity, from the four quarters of the earth into our own land. Blej^- 
fed art thou, O Lord, who gather eft together the exiles of the people of 
Ifrael. 

11. RESTORE unto us our judges as at the firft, and our counfellors 
as, ajt the beginning,, and remove far from us affliction and trouble ; and do 
thou only reign over in benignity, and in mercy, and in righteoufiefs, 
ajnd injuftice. Blejfed art thou., O Lord our King, who loveft right eoujhefs 
andjuftice. 

ii. ' L ET there be no hope to them who apoftatife from the true religion ; 
and let heretics, how many Joeverthey be, allperijh as in a moment. And 
let B the kingdom of pride be Jpeedily rooted out, and broken in our days. 
Blejfed art thou, O Lord our God, who deftroyeft the wicked, and bringcji 
down theproud.. 

13 . 1) TON the pious and the juft, and upon h the Trofelytes ofjuftice, and 
upon the remnant of thy people of the houfe (?/"Ifrael, let thy mercies be mo- 
ved, O Lord our God, and give a good reward unto all who faithfully put 
their truft. in thy name, and grant us our portion with them, and for ever 
let us not be ajhamed ; for we put our truft in thee. Blejfed art thou, O 
Lord, who art the fupport and confidence of the juft. 

i+.DlfTELL thou in the midftof Jerufalem thy city, as thou haft promifed, 
build it with a building to laft for ever ; and do this Jpeedily, even in our 
days. Blejfed art thou, O Lord, who buildejl Jerufalem. 

IS- MAKE the offspring of David thy fervant fpeedily to grow up and 
ftourijh, and let our horn be exalted in thy falvation. For we hope for thy 
falvation every day. Blejfed art thou, O Lord, who makeft the hornofotir 
falvation to flourijh. 

16. HEAR our voice, O Lord our God, moft merciful father, pardon and 
have, mercy upon us, and accept, of our 'Prayers with mercy and favour, 



. f This is. the prayer, which was added by Rabbi. Gamaliel againftthe Chriftians; or, as others fay, 
by Rabbi Samuel the little, who was one of his fcholars. g The Roman empire. 

h The profelytes ofjuftice -were fuch as received the whole Jewiih law, and conformed in all things 
to their religion. Other, profelytes there were, who conformed only to the feven precepts of the fans of 
Noah, and the fe were called the profelytes of the gate, becaufe they warjhipped only in the outer court 
of the temple, and were admitted no farther than the gate leading into the inner, courts. 
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and fend us not away empty from thy prefence, O our King. For thou 
heareft with mercy the prayer of thy people Ifrael. Blejfed art thou, O 
Lord, who heareft prayer. 

17. BE thou wellpleafed, O Lord our God, with thy people Ifrael, and 
have regard unto their prayers. Reftore thy worjhip to the inher^part of 
thy houfe, and make haft e with favour and love to accept of the burnt facri- 
fices of Ifrael, and their prayers ; and let the worjhip o/Tfrael thy people be 
continually wellpleaftngunto thee. Blejfed art thou, O Lord, who reft oreft 
thy divine prefence to Zion. 

18. WE will give thanks unto thee with praife. For thou art the Lord 
our God, the God of our fathers for ever and ever. Thou art . our rock, and 
the rock of our life, the Jhield of our falvation. To all generations will we 
give thanks unto thee, and declare thy praife, becaufe of our life which is 
always in thy hands, and becaufe of our fouls which are ever depending up- 
on thee, and becaufe ofthyfigns which are every day with us, and becaufe 
of thy wonders, and marvellous loving-kindnejfes, which are morning and 
evening, and night, continually before us. Thou art good, for thy mercies 
are not confumed; thou art merciful, for thy loving-kindnejfes fail not. 
For ever we hope in thee ; and for all thefe mercies be thy name, O King, 
blejfed, and exalted, and lifted up on high for ever and ever ; and let all 
that live give thanks unto thee. Selah . And let them in truth andfince- 
rity praife thy name, O God of our falvation and our help. Selah. Blejfed 
art thou, O Lord, whofe name is good, and whom it is fitting always to 
give thanks unto. 

19. GIVE peace, beneficence, and benediction, grace, benignity, and 
mercy unto us, and to Ifrael thy people. Blefs us, O our father, even all of 
us together as one man, with the light of thy countenance. For in the light 
of thy countenance haft thou given unto us, O Lord our God, the law of life, 
and love, and benignity, and right eoufnefs, and blefftng, and mercy, and 
life, andpeace. And let it feem good in thine Eyes, to blefs thy people If- 
rael with thy peace at all times, and in every moment. Blejfed art thou, 
O Lord, who blejfeft thy people Ifrael with peace. Amen. 

Since our Saviour fpared not freely to tell the Jews of all the corrup- 
tions which they had in his time run into, and on all occafions reproached 
them therewith, had it been contrary to the will of God to ufe fet forms 
of prayer in his publick fervice, or had it been difpleafing to him to bead- 
drefied to in fuch mean forms, when much better might have been made, 
we may be fure he would have told them of both, and joined with them 
in neither: But he having never found fault with them for ufing fet forms, 
but on the contrary taught his own difciples a fet form to pray by; nor at 
arty time expreffed a diflike of the forms then in ufe becaufe of the mean- 
nefs and emptynefs of them, but always joined with them in their fyna- 
gogues in the forms above recited. This may fatisfy our diflenters, if any 
thing can fatisfy men fo perverlly bent after their own ways, that neither our 
ufing fet forms of prayers in our publick worfliip, nor the ufing of fuch 
which they think not fufficiently edifying, can be objections fufficient to 
juftify them in their refufal to joyn with us in them. For they have the 
example of Chrift in both thefe thus dire&Iy againfl: them. The truth is, 
whether there be a form or no form, or whether the form be elegantly or 
meanly compofed, nothing of this availeth to the recommending of our 
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prayers unto Qod. It is the true and fincere devotion of the heart only, 
that .can majiie .them acceptable unto him . For it is this only that gives life 
and vigor, ' and true acceptance to all our religious addrefles unto him. 
Without this, how elegantly and moving fqeyer the prayer may be com- 
ppi£d, and with hpw much feeming fervor and zeal foever it may be pour- 
ed bur, all is as dead matter, and of no validity in the prefence of our 
God. Put if we bring this with us to his worlhip, any form of prayer, 
provided It be of found words, may be fufficient to make us and our 
worlhip acceptable unto him, and obtain mercy, peace, and pardon from 
him- For it is not the finenefs of fpeech, or the elegancy of expreflion, 
but the fip.cerity of the mind, and the true devotion of the heart only, that 
God regards in all our prayers which we offer up unto him. It is true, a 
new girigle of words, and a fervent delivery of them by the minifter in 
prayer, "may have fome effect upon the auditors, and often raife in fuch 
of them, as are affected tins way, a devotion which otherwife they would 
not have. But this being wholly artificial, which all drops again as foon as 
the engine is removed that raifed it, it is none of that true habitual devo- 
tion, which can alone render us acceptable untp our God in any of our 
addrefles unto lum. This we ought to bring with us, whenever we come 
into the houfe of God to wprfhip before him, and with this in any form 
which is of found words, we may pray acceptably unto him, and none can 
ever do fo without i,t. But whether any form of fuch found words can be 
well preserved in thofe extemporary effufions of prayer which fome delight 
in, whether this doth not often lead them into undecent,and fometimes into 
blafphemous expreftions, to the great difhonour of God, and the damage 
of religion, it behoves thofe, who are for this way, feriouflyto confider 

Byr qo. return from whence I; have digreffed: ' Thefe nineteen prayers 
were enjoyned to be faid by all. that were of age, of what fex, or condi- 
tion foever, either in publick or in private, three times every day, that is 
in the morning, in the afternoon, and at night. And they were of that 
efteem, and. are fo ftill among them, that they allow the name of prayer 
to be proper to the faying of thefe nineteen prayers only, looking on it by 
way of eminence to be much more fo, than the faying of all the reft And 
therefore they are on every fynagogue day offered up in the folemneft 
manner in all their publick affemblies. But thefe prayers are, in their of- 
fices, no other than as the Lord's prayer in ours ; that is, they are the fun- 
damenal and principal part. For befides them they have many other 
prayers, fome going before, others interfperfed between them, and others 
following after, which all together make their fynagogue-fervice very long 
k Our Saviour found fault with their prayers for being too long in his time •" 
many additions in their liturgies. have made them much more fo fince 

z. The fecond part of their fynagogue-fervice is the reading of thefcri- 
ptures, which is of three forts: i", The Kiriatb Sbema ; x\ The reading 
of the law; and 3 d , The reading, of the prophets. Of the two latter I 
have already fpoken, and therefore I lhall now treat only of the firft 1 It 
confifts in the reading of three portions of fcripture. The firft is from the 
beginning of the 4 th verfe of the vi* chapter of Deuteronomy, to the end 
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of the 9 th verfe; the fecbhd, froth the beginning of the i3' h Verfe of the 
xi' h chapter of T) eater onofoy, to the end of the zi" verfe ; arid the third, 
from the beginning of the 37* verfe of the xv* chapter of it&mBers, to 
the end of the chapter. And becaufe the firft of thefe pOrtidris ih the He- 
ir ew bible begins With the word Shema, i. e. hedr, they call ill thefe three 
together the Shema, and the reading of them Kiriath Shema, that is, the 
reading of the Shenia. This reading of the Shema is accompanied with Se- 
veral prayers and benedictions, both before and after it, and is, next the 
faying of the nineteen prayer's, the" fblemheft part of their religious fervice, 
and is in the fame manner afs that to be performed according to their ri- 
tual every day, (that is, Cither pubtickly in their fyhagogue-a'ftembiies, or 
elfe privately dut of them, ort fhofe days when there are no fuchaflemblies, 
or when they cannot be prefent at them)' only with this difference, that 
whereas the nineteen prayers acre" id be faid thrice every day, and by eve- 
ry perfon of age withotft any exception ; the reading Or repeating of the 
Shema is onfy to be twice a day, that is, morning and evening; and the 
males only, which aTe of free condition, are obliged to it, all women arid! 
fervants being excufed from the duty, They think they are bound to the 
repeating of this Shdma ever y morning and evening, becaufe of the Word's 
of the law, Deuter. vi. 7. And thou Jhalt talk of them— when thou lieft 
down-, and when thou rifeftup; and alfo becaufe of the like words, Deu- 
ter. xi. 19'. The reading or repeating of* this Shema, in the manner as is' 
here related, they think is of great moment for tlie preferving. of religion 
among- them, as moft certainly it mu'li be, becaufe thereby they do twice" 
every day make confeffion of the unity of Godi and of the duties which 
they owe- unto him. 

3. Th e third part of the fynagogue-fervice is the expounding of the' 
fcriptures, and preaching to the people from theni. The firft was per- 
formed at the time of the reading of them, and the other after the reading 
both of the law and the prophets was over. It is plain Chrifl taught the 
Jews in their fynagogues both thefe ways ; when ra he came to Nazareiti,- 
his own city, he was called out, as a member of that fynagoguc, to read- 
the Haphterah, that is, the fediion or lefibn out of the prophets, which 
was to" be read that day. And when he had flood up and read it he fat 
down and expounded it, as was the ufage of the Jewsin both thefe cafes. 
For out of reverence to the law and the prophets they flood up, when 
they did read any portion out of either; and in regard to themfelvesj as 
teachers, they fat when they expounded. But in all other fynagogues s 
of which he was not a member, when he entered into them (as he al- 
ways did " every fabbath day wherever he was) he taught the people 
in fermons, after the reading of the law and the prophets was over. And 
fb 0 St. Taul taught the Jews in their fynagogue at Antioch'm Tifidia. For 
there it is exprefsly laid inthefacred text, that his preaching was after the 
reading of the law and the prophets was ended. 

III. The times of their fynagogue-fervice p were three days a week, be- 
fides their holidays, whether fafts or feftivals, and thrice on every one of thofe- 
days ; thatis, in the morning, and in the afternoon, and at night. Their 
ordinary fynagogue days in every week were Monday, Thurfday and Sa- 
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turday. Saturday was their fabfaath, the day fet apart among them for reli- 
gious exercifes by divine appointment, and the other two by the appoint- 
ment of the elders, that fo three days might not pafs without the publick 
reading of the law among them. The reafon which they give for this is 
taken from their myftical interpretation of the law. For whereas we find 
it faid, ("Exodus xv. that the IJraelites were in great diftrefs on their 
travelling three days in the wildernefs without water, by water they tell us 
is there myftically meant the law, and therefore fay, that for this reafon 
they ought not to be three days together without the hearing of it, and 
confequently for the avoiding hereof they have ordained, that it be pub- 
lickly read in their fynagogues thrice every week. And their manner of 
doing it is as followeth. The whole law, or five books of Mofes, being 
divided into as many feftions or leffons, as there are weeks in their year, 
(as hath been before fhewn) on Monday they began with that which was 
proper for that week, and read it halfway thorough, and on Thurfday pro- 
ceeded to read the remainder ; and on Saturday, which was their folemn 
fabbath, they did read all over again, from the beginning to the end of 
the faid leflbn or feftion ; and this both morning and evening. On the 
week days they did read it only in the morning, but on the fabbath they 
did read it in the evening, as well as in the morning, for the fake of la- 
bourers and artificers, who could not leave their work to attend the fyna- 
gogues on the week days, that fo all might hear twice every week the 
whole feaion or leflbn of that week read unto them. And when the 
reading of the prophets was added to that of the law, they obferved the 
fame order in it. As the fynagogue-fervice was to be on three days every 
week for the fake of their hearing the law ; fo it was to be thrice on thofe 
days for the fake of their prayers. For it was a conftaht rule among them, 
that all were to pray unto God three times everyday, that is, in the morn- 
ing at the time of the morning facrifice, and in the evening at the time 
of the evening facrifice, and at the beginning of the night, becaufe till then 
the evening facrifice was ftill left burning upon the altar. It's certain that 
it was anciently among God's people, the fteady pra&ice of good and re- 
ligious perfons, to offer up their prayers to God thrice every day. This 
we&n&'David, and this we find 'Daniel did. For the former fays, (Pfal. Iv. 
17.) Evening, morning, and at noon, will I pray. And the latter tells us, 
That notwithstanding the King's decree to the contrary, he kneeled upon 
his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks unto his God, as 
he did afore time. By which it is plainly implyed, that he did not only at 
that time thus pray, but that it was always his conftant cuftom fo to do. 
They having had no fynagogues till after the Babyloniflj captivity, till then 
they had not any fet forms for their prayers, neither had they any folemn 
aflemblies for their praying to God at all, except at the temple only. That 
was always the houfe of prayer, ' fo Ifaiah, and fo from him c our Saviour 
calls it, a'nd to this ufe Solomon confecrated it ; and there the times of 
prayer were fixed to the times of the morning and evening facrifice, and 
the ordinary time of the former was at nine in the morning, and of the 
latter at three in the afternoon ; but on extraordinary days, as fabbaths, 
feftivals and faffs, there being additional facrifices, additions were alfo 
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made to the times of offering them, and both the morning and the evening 
fervice did then begin fooner than on other days. As foon as they did 
begin f the flationary men were prefent in the court of Ifrael, to offer up 
their prayers for the whole congregation of Ifrael, and other devout per- 
fons, who voluntarily attended, were without in the court, called the 
court of the women, praying for themfelves. But neither of thefe had 
any 1 publick forms to pray by, nor any publick minifters to officiate to 
them herein, but all prayed in private by themfelves, and all according to 
their own private conceptions. And therefore our Saviour T in the para- 
ble of the publican and the pharifee, making them to go up both to- 
gether into the temple to pray, introduced! them there, as each making 
his own prayer for himfelf. For there all thus prayed, and fo continued 
to do all the while the publick facrifices were offering up, both morning 
and evening. And w the offering of incenfe on the golden altar in the 
holy place, at every morning and evening fervice in the temple, was infti- 
tuted on purpofe to offer up unto God the prayers of the people, who 
were then without, praying unto him. And hence it was, that x St. Luke 
tells us, that while Zacharias went into the temple to burn incenfe, the 
whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incenfe. 
And for the fame reafon is it that » David prayed ; Let my prayers be fet 
forth before thee as incenfe, and the lifting up of my hands as the evening 
facrifice. And according to this ufage, is to be explained what we find in 
the Revelations; (chap.viii. 4, 5.) for there it is faid, That an angel came 
and food at the altar, having a golden cenfer, and there was given unto 
him much incenfe, that he Jhould offer it up with the prayers of all faints 
■upon the golden altar, which was before the throne, and the fmoke of the 
incenfe, which came with the prayers of the faints, afcended up before God 
out of the angel's hands. For the angel here mentionedis the angel of the 
covenant, Chrift our Lord, who intercedes for us with our God, and as; 
our mediator conftantly offers up our prayers unto him. And the manner 
of his doing this, is here fet forth by the manner of the typical reprefen- 
tation of it in the temple. For as there at every morning and evening fa- 
crifice, the prieil, in vircue of that facrifice entering into the holy place, 
and prefenting himfelf at the golden altar, which flood direftly before the 
mercy feat, (the throne of God's vifible prefence among them, during the 
tabernacle and the firll temple) did burn incenfe thereon, while the peo- 
ple were at their prayers without, thereby as interceffor to God for them, 
to offer up their prayers to him for his gracious acceptance, and to make' 
them afcend up before him from out of his hands, as a fweet fmelling fa- 
vour in his prefence ; fo Chrift, our true prieft, and moft powerful inter- 
ceffor, by virtue of that one facrifice of himfelf once, offered for all, being 
entered into the holy place, the heaven above, is there continually prefent 
before the throne of mercy, to be a conftant interceffor for us unto our 
God ; and while we are here in the outer court of his church in this 
world, offering up our prayers unto our God, he there prefents them un- 
to him for us, and through his hands they are accepted as a fweet' frheli- 
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ing favour in his prefence. And it being well underftood among the Jews, 
that the offering up of the daily facrifices, and the burning of incenfe up- 
on the altar of ineenfe, at the time of thofe facrifices, was for the rendiing 
of God propitious unto them, and making their prayers to be acceptable 
in his prefence, they were very careful to make the times of thefe offerings, 
and the times of their prayers, both at the temple, and every where elfe, 
to be exactly the fame. And therefore as foon as fynagogues were cre- 
eled among them, the hours of publick devotions in them on their fyna- 
gogue-days, were as to morning and evening prayers the fame hours, in 
which the morning and evening facrifices were offered up at the temple. 
And the fame hours were alfo obferved in their private prayers, where- 
ever performed. Moft good and devout perfons that were at Jerii/alem, 
chofe on thofe times to go up into the temple, and there offer up their 
prayers unto God. And thus 1 "Peter and John are faid to go up into the 
temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour of the day, which was 
at three in the afternoon, the time of the offering up of the evening facri- 
fice. For the Jeuus reckoned the hours of the day from fix in the morn- 
ing. Thofe who were in other places, or being at Jerttfalem had not lei- 
fure to go up to the temple, did then their devotions elfewhere, all think- 
ing themfelves obliged daily to fay their prayers at thofe times. If it were 
a fynagogue-day, they went into the fynagogue, and there prayed with 
the congregation ; and if it were not a fynagogue-day, they then prayed 
in private by themfelves ; and if they had leifure to go to the fynagogue, 
they chofe that for the place to do it in, thinking fuch an holy place the 
propereft for fuch an holy exercife, tho' performed there in their private 
perfons only ; but if they had not leifure to go to fuch an holy place, then 
they prayed where-ever they were at the hour of prayer, though it were 
in the ftreet or market place. And for this it was, that our Saviour" found 
fault with them, when he told them, that they lo-ved to fray /lauding in the 
jynagogues, and in the corners of the Jireets, thereby affecting more to be 
feen of men, than to be accepted of by God. But many of them had up- 
per rooms in their houfes, which were as chappels, particularly fet apart 
and confecrated for this purpofe. In b fuch an one Cornelius was praying 
at the ninth hour of the day, that is, at the time of the evening facrifice, 
when the angel appeared unto him. Arid fuch an one c "Peter went up 
into to pray about the fixth hour of the day, when he had the vifion of the 
great lheet, that is, half an hour pall twelve or thereabout. For then the 
evening facrifice did begin on great and folemn days, and fuch an one it 
feems hereby that was. And in fuch an d upper room were the holy apo- 
ftles affembled together in prayer, when the Holy Ghoft defcended upon 
them. 

IV. A s to the miniftration of the fynagogue-fervice, it was not confined 
to the facerdotal order. They were confecrated only to the fcrvice of 
the temple, which was quite -of another nature, as confifting only in the 
offering up of facrifices and oblations. At the time indeed of the morn- 
ing and evening facrifices, the Levites and other fingers fung pfalms of 
praife unto God before the altar, and in the conclufion the priefis bleffed 
the people, which may feem to bear fome refemblance to what was done 
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in the fynagogue. But in * all other particulars the publick fynagogue-fer- 
vice was wholly different from the publick fervice of the temple. Of what 
parts it confifted I have already explained. And any one that by learning 
was qualify'd for it, of what tribe foever he were, was admitted to the ad- 
miniftration. But, that order might be preferved, there were in every 
fynagogue fome fixed minifters to take care of the religious duties to be 
perform'd in it. And thefe were by impofition of hands folemnly admit- 
ted thereto. The firft were the elders of the fynagogue, who governed 
all the affairs of it, and directed all the duties of religion therein to be 
performed. Thefe are in the fcriptures of the New Teftament f called 
'A^ffuadywyA, that is, rulers of the fynagogue. How many of thefe were 
in every fynagogue is no where faid. But this is certain, they were more 
than one. For they are mentioned in fcripture 6 in the plural number, in 
refpecT: of the fame fynagogue. And at Corinth, h Cri/pus and Sojlhenes 
are both faid to be chief rulers of the fynagogue, tho' it is not likely, that 
there was more than one fynagogue in that city. Next to them (or per- 
chance one of them) was the minifter of the fynagogue, that officiated in 
offering up the publick prayers to God for the whole congregation ; who, 
becaufe he was the mouth of the congregation, delegated from them as 
their reprefentative, meffenger or angel, to fpeak to God in prayer for 
them, was therefore itithe Hebrew language called Sheliach Zibbor, that 
is, the angel of the church. And hence it is, that the bifhops of the feven 
churches of Afia are in the Revelations^ by a name borrowed from the fy- 
nagogue, called the angels of thofe churches. For as the Sheliach Zibbor 
in the Jewijh fynagogue was the prime minifter to offer up the prayers of 
the people to God, fo alfo was the bifhop the prime minifter to offer up 
the prayers of the people to God in the church of Chrift. The bifhop in- 
deed did not always officiate in this miniftry, becaufe in every church there j 
were presbyters under him, who often difcharged this duty in his ftead 
Neither did the Sheliach Zibbor always difcharge his duty in the fyna- 
gogue in his own proper perfon. He was the ordinary minifter appointed 
to this office, but often others were extraordinarily called out for the dis- 
charging of it, provided they were by age, gravity, skill, and piety of con- 
verfation, qualified for it. And whofoever was thus appointed to this mi- 
niftry, was the Sheliach Zibbor, that is, the angel of the congregation, for 
that time. For the proper fignification of the word ufed in the Hebrew 
language for an angel, is a mejfenger. And therefore, as a meffenger from 
God to the people is an angel of God, fo a meffenger from the people to 
God is an angel of the people. In the latter fenfe only was the name of 
angel given to the minifter of the fynagogue ; but it belongs to the mini- 
fter of the chriftian church in both fenfes. For he is not only a meffen- 
ger of the people to God, in the offering up of the prayers of the congre- 
gation to him, but he is alfo a meffenger of God to them, in bringing from 
him the meffages of life, peace, and everlaftingfalvation unto them. Next 
to the Sheliach Zibbor were the deacons, or inferior minifters of the fyna- 
gogue, in Hebrew called Chazanim, that is, overfeers; who were alfo fix'd 
minifters, and under the rulers of the fynagogue had the charge and over- 
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7u?htofall tilings in it, kept chc facred books of the law and the prophets, 
and other boly fcriptures, as ajfo the books of ilieur pubhek liturgies, and 
aU other uicnfils belonging to the fynagogue, and brought them forth, 
whenover they were to be ufed in tho publick fervice. And particularly 
ihev flood by, and overlooked them that did read the leilbns ouTof the 
law and die prophets, and correA them, and fet them right, when they 
did read amifs, and took the book of tbcra again when they liad done. 
And thus it is faid of our Saviour, ' when he was called out to read the 
lefibnoutof the prophets, in the fynagogueof Nazareth of which he was 
a member, that after he had done be gave the book again to the miruflcr, 
that is, the Outs** or deacon of the fynagogue. For there was anciently 
no fix'd fynagoguc-miniiler for the reading of the leffons; but the rulers 
of the fynagogue, when the time of the reading of thofe leflTons caine, cal- 
led out any member of the congregation for this fervice that was able co 
perform it. And it was ufually done in this order: A pneft was called 
out fkfl, and next a Lcvite, if any of thefe orders were prefent in the coa- 
crceation, and after that any other Jfraelttc, till they made up in aU the 
number of feven. And hence it was anciently, that every fection of the 
law was divided into feven lefier fctfions, for the fake of the feven rea- 
ders And in fome Hebrew bibles thefe lefler feOions are marked in the 
margin; the firft with the word Q>bc*> i. c. the friefl ; the fccond with 
the word Levi, i.e. thcLevite; the third with the word Sbchjl>t t i.e. the 
third- and fo the rcA with Hebrew words fignifying the numbers follow- 
in^ to the feventh, thereby to wc,w what part was to be read by the pricfl, 
what by the Levitt* and what by each of the other five, who might be any 
Ifraclites of the congregation that wore able to read the Hebrew text, of 
what tribe foever they were. The next fix'd officer of the fynagogue, af- 
ter the Cbazanifth was the interpreter. His buCncfs was to interpret in- 
to Chaldee the leflbns, as they were read in Hebrew to the congregation; 
for which, learning and skill in both languages being rcouifitc, when they 
found a man fit for the office they retained him by a falary, and admitted 
him as a Handing minifier of the fynagogue. When the bleiDng was to 
be given, if there were a pried prefent in the congregation, he always did 
the ^office, but if there were no pricfl then prefent, the Slxltacb Zibbor, 
who did read the prayers, gave the blefling alfo in a form made proper 
for him. Thus far 1 have thought it might be helpful to the reader, for 
his better undcriUnding of the fcripturcs, to have laid before him a fliorc 
fcheme of the fynagoguc-worfbip of the Jews, as it was among them in 
ancient times. That which they ot prefent retain, is in many particulars 
different from it. He that would be more fully informed of this matter, 
may read Buxtorfs Synagoga Judaic*, Vitriugadc ve ? er f* anc J 

above all Maimoitides, cfpcciaUy in bis trafts TefhtJlah, Qbagtgab* and 
Kiriatb Shetaa. _ , , ._ 

Those who think fynagogucs to have been before the Babjlomfhcz^- 
tivity, alledgc for it what is faid in the lxxiv" Tfalm, ver. 8. They have 
burnt up all the fynagogucs of God m the land. But in the original the 
words are Col moadl)c El, that is, all tlx affemblies of Cod i by which I 
acknowledge mull be undcrflood the places where the people did aflcmblc 
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to worlhip God. But this doth not infer that thofe places were fyna- 
gogues ; and there are none of the ancient verlions, excepting that of 
Jtquila, that fo render this paflage. The chief place where the Ifraelites 
aflembled for the worlhip of God, was the temple at Jern/alem, and be- 
fore that was built, the tabernacle ; and the open court before the altar 
was that part, in both of them, where the people aflembled to offer up 
their prayers unto God. But thofe that lived at a diftance from the ta- 
bernacle, while that was in being, and afterwards from the temple, when 
that was built, not being able at all times to refort thither, they built 
courts like thofe in which rhey prayed at the tabernacle, and at the tem- 
ple, therein to offer up their prayers unto God, which in after-times we 
rind called by the name of 'Profeucha. Some of the Latin poets k make 
mention of them by this name ; and into one of them our Saviour is faid 
to have gone to pray, and ' to have continued therein a whole night ; and in 
another of them ra St. "Paul taught the people of Philippi. They differed from 
fynagogues infeveral particulars. For i ft , In fynagogues the prayers were of- 
fered up in publick forms, in common for the whole congregation ; but in 
the Profeucha they prayed as in the temple, every one apart for himfelf ; and 
fo n our Saviour prayed in the Profeucha which he went into. i J ' y , The 
fynagogues were covered houfes, but the Profeucha were open courts, 
built, 0 faith Epiphanius-, in the manner of forum's, which were open en- 
clofurcs, where anciently at Rome, and in other cities under democratical 
governments, the people ufed to affemble for the tranfafting of the bufi- 
nefs and affairs of the publick. And fuch a Profeucha, ' Epiphanius tells 
us, the Samaritans had in his time near Sechem. 3 dly , Synagogues were all 
built within the cities, to which they did belong; but the Profeucha with- 
out, and moftly in high places ; and that in which our Saviour prayed was 
p on a mountain ; which makes it probable, that thefe Profeucha were the 
fame which in the Old Tejiament are called high places. For thefe high 
places are not always condemned in fcripture, but then only when they 
were made ufe of for idolatrous worlhip, orirta fchifmatical way, by erecT:- 
ing altars in them, in oppdfition to that which was in the place that God 
had chofen ; otherwife they q were made ufe of by prophets and good men, 
as feveral inflances hereof in fcripture do fully prove. And I am confirmed 
in this opinion, in that the Profeucha had groves in or about them, in the 
fame manner as the high places had. And no doubt r the fan&uary of the 
Lord, in which Jojhua did fet up his pillar under the oak, or oaken grove 
in Sechem, was fuch a Profeucha ; and it's plain from the text, that ' it bad 
a grove of oaks in it. And the Profeucha which Philo makes mention 
of in Alexandria f had fuch groves in or about them ; and that at Rome) 
1 in Egerid's grove, was of the fame fort. And perchance where v the 
Pfalmift makes mention of green 'olive trees in the houfe of God, fuch a 
Trofeucha is there meant. And fuch an one alfo anciently was * in Mif- 
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pa, as the author of the firit book of the Maccabees te]lsus. And all thefe 
were Moadbe El, and might be understood by that phrafe in the <Pfalmiji. 
It.muft be acknowledged, that altho' fome Trofcucha were {till in being 
in our Saviour's time, yet by that time fynagogues being made ufe of for 
the fame purpofe, as the Trofeucha were formerly, fynagogues were then 
alfo called by the fame name with the Trofeucba, and fo Jofephns and 
Thilo feem to ufe the word, tho' it feems from the latter, that fome of 
the fynagogues of the Jews in Alexandria were built after the fame man- 
ner as the ancient Trofeticha, without roofs. And it makes this the more 
probable, that in Egypt it never, or very feldom raining, they there flood 
more in need of open air in their publick affembies, and trees to fheltcr 
them from the fun in that hot countrey, than of roofs over them, to fliel- 
ter them from the weather. And thefe, Thilo * complains, the Alexan- 
drians did cut down, when they there rofe in a tumult againft the Jews 
that then dwelt with them in that city. And befides thefe Trofeuchic, 
there were other places to which the IJraelites before the captivity fre- 
quently affembled upon the account of religion. For they often reforted 
to the cities of the Leuites, to be taught the ritual and other ceremonies 
of the Mofaical law, and to the fchools of the prophets, for all other 
inftruftions relating to the things of God ; and to thefe laft it's plain from 
y fcripture, that they ufually reforted on the fabbaths, and new moons; 
and what end could there be of this refort, but for infrrucfion in their du- 
ties to God ? And therefore thefe places alfo, as well as the Trofeuchee, 
were Moadhe El, i. e. places of afTembling on the account of religion ; and 
confequently of all thefe may the Tfalmiji be underilood in the place 
above-mentioned. Whether this Tfalm, as well as the 79"', were written 
prophetically by that Afaph 1 who lived in the time of David, of the Ba- 
by lonifb captivity, (to which it's plain they both relate) or elfe by fome 
other after it, as is ' moft probable, I (hall not here examine. All that is 
proper for me here to take notice of, is, that nothing which is in either 
of thefe T faints can prove, that there were any fuch things as fynagogues, 
wherein the fcriptures were read, or publick prayers offered up unto God, 
till after the Babylonijh captivity; 

And if it be examin'd into, how it came topafs that the Jews were fo 
prone to idolatry before the Babylonijh captivity, and foftrongly and cau- 
tioufly, even to fuperftition, fixed againftit after that captivity, the true 
reafon hereof will appear to be, that they had the law and the prophets 
every week conftantly read unto them after that captivity, which' they had 
not before. For before that captivity they having no fynagogues for pub- 
lick worihip or publick inftruftion, nor any places to refort to for either, 
unlefs the temple at Jerufalem, or the cities of the Leuites, or to the pro- 
phets, when God was pleafed to fend fuch among them ; for want hereof 
great ignorance grew among the people ; God was little known among 
them, and his laws in a manner wholly forgotten. And therefore as oc- 
casions offered, they were eafily drawn into all the fuperftitions and ido- 
latrous ufages of the neighbouring nations that lived round about them, 
till at length, for the puniftiment hereof, God gave them up to a difmal 
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definition in the Babylonijh captivity: Bur after that captivity; and the 1 
return of the Jews from it, fynagogues being erected among them in eve- 
ry city, to which they conftantly reforted for publick worfhip, and where 
every week they had the law from the firft, and after that from the time of 
jlntiochuss perfecution, the prophets alfo read unto them, and were by 
fermons and exhortations, there delivered at leaft every fabbath, inftrucl:- 
ed in their duty, and excited to the obedience of it: This kept theni in 
a thorough knowledge of God and his la ws. And the threats which they 
found in the prophets againft the breakers of them, after thefe alfo came 
to be read among them, deterred them from tranfgrefling againft them. 
So that the law of Mofes was never more ftrictly obferved by them, than 
from the time of Ezra (when fynagogues firft came into ufe among them) 
to the time of our Saviour, and they would have been unblameable here- 
in, had they not overdone it by adding corrupt traditions of their own de- 
viling, whereby at length (as b our Saviour chargeth them) they made the 
law it felf of none effect. And as by this method the Jewijb religion was 
preferved in the times mentioned, fo alfo was it by the fame, that the 
chriftian wasfo fuccefsfully propagated in the firft ages of the church, and 
hath ever fince been preferved among us. For as the Jews had their fy- 
nagogues, in which the law and the prophets were read unto them every 
fabbath, fo thechriftians had their churches, in which from the beginning 
all the doctrines and duties of their religion were every Lord's day taught, 
inculcated, and explained unto them. And by God's bleffing upon this 
method chiefly was it, that this holy religion ftill bore up againft all oppref- 
fions; and notwithftariding the ten perfections, and all other artifices and 
methods of cruelty and oppreffion, which hell and heathenifm could de- 
vife to fupprefs it, grew up and encreafed under them ; which Julian the 
jipojlate was fo fenfible of, that when he put all his wits to work, to find 
out new methods for the reftoring of the heathen impiety, he could not 
think of any more effectual for this purpofe, than c to employ his philofo- 
phers to preach it up every week to the people, in the fame manner as 
the minifters of the gofpel did the chriftian religion. And had it not plea- 
fed God to cut him off, before he could put this defign in execution, it 
is to be feared his fuccefs herein would in a very great' meafure have an- 
fwered what he propofed by it. But to chriftians, above all others, this 
muft be of the greateft benefit. For the doctrines of oUr holy religion ha- 
ving in- them the fublimeft principles of divine knowledge, and the pre- 
cepts of it containing all the duties of morality in the higheft manner im- 
proved, nothing can be of greater advantage to us, for the leading of us to 
the trueft happinefs we are capable of, as well in this life as in that which 
is to come, than to have thefe weekly taught and explained unto us, and 
weekly put home upon our confeiences, for the forming of our lives accor- 
ding to them. And the political ftate, or civil government of every chri- 
ftian countrey, is no lefs benefited hereby than the church it felf, For as 
it beft conducech to keep up the fpiri t of religion among us, and to make 
every man know his duty to God, his neighbour, and himfelf; fo it may 
be reckoned, of all methods, the moft conducive, to preferve peace and 
good order in the ftate. For hereby fubjefts are taught to be obedient to 
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their prince and his laws, children to be dutiful to their parents, fervants 
to be faithful to their matters, and all to be juft and charitable, and pay all 
other duties which in every relation they owe to each other. And in the 
faithful difcharge of thefe duties, doth the peace, good order, and happi- 
nefs of every community confift. And to be weekly inftrufted in thefe 
duties, and to be weekly excited to the obedience of them, is certainly 
the propereft and the moft effe&ual method to induce men hereto. And 
it may juftly be reckoned that the good order, which is now maintained 
in this kingdom, is more owing to this method, than to any other now in 
practice among us for this end ; and that one good miniiler, by his week- 
ly preaching, and daily good example, fets it more forward than any two 
of the befl: juftices of the peace can, by their exafteft diligence in the exe- 
cution of the laws which they are entrufted with. For thefe, by the ut- 
mdft^of their coercions, can go no farther than to reftrain the outward 
a&s orwickednefs ; but the other reforms the heart within, and removes 
all thofe evil inclinations of it from whence they flow. And it is not to 
be doubted, but that if this method were once dropped among us, the 
generality of the people, whatever elfe may be done to obviate it, would 
in feven years time relapfe into as bad a ftate of barbarity, as was ever in 
practice among the worfl: of our Saxon or T>anijb ancestors. And there- 
fore fuppofing there were no fuch thing in truth and reality, as that ho- 
ly chrittian religion which the minifters of the gofpel teach, (as too many 
among us are now permitted with impunity to fay) yet the fervice which 
they do the civil government, in keeping all men to thofe duties, in the 
obfervance of which its peace, good order, and happinefs confift, may 
very deferve the maintenance which they receive from it. 
a». 433. NEHEMIAH, after he had held the government of Judah twelve 
Artax- years, d returned to the TPerJian court, either recalled thither by the King, 
er *« 3 2 - or e if e going thither to folicit for a new commiflion after the expiration 
of the former. During all the time that he had been in this government 
he managed it with great juftice, e and fupported the dignity of his office 
through thefe whole twelve years with a very expenfive and hofpitable 
magnificence. For there fat at his table every day an hundred and fifty 
of the Jews and rulers, befides ftrangers, who came to Jerufalem from 
among the heathen nations that were round about them. For as occafions 
brought them thither, if they were of any quality, they were always invi- 
ted to the governor's, houfe, and there hofpitably and fplendidly enter- 
tained. So that there was provided for him every day one ox, fix choice 
flieep, and fowls, and wine, and all other things in proportion hereto, 
which could not but amount to a great expence ; yet all this he bore thro' 
thefe whole twelve years, out of his own private purfe, without burthening 
the province at all for it, or taking any part of that allowance which be- 
fore was raifed out of it by other governors, to fupport them in their fixa- 
tion ; which argues his great generofity, as well as his great love and 
tendernefs to the people of his nation, in thus eafing them of this bur- 
then, and alfo his vaft wealth in being able fo to do. The office which 
he had been in at court gave him the opportunity of amaffing great riches, 
and he thought he could not better expend them than in the fervice of his 
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countrey, and by doing all he could to promote the true interclt of it 
both in church and Hate, and God profpercd him in the work according 
to the great zeal with which he laboured in ir. 

About this time flouriflicd ' Mcto the famous Athenian aftronomcr 431 
who invented the Euueadecaeterii, or the cycle of nineteen years, which ArtM " 
we calUhccycIeof themoon,thenumbcrs whereof being, by reafon of the erxe * 3 
excellency of their ufe, written in the ancient kalcndars in golden letters 
from hence, in our prefent almanacks, that number of this cycle which ac * 
cords with the year for which the almanack is made, is called the golden 
number. For it is AM of as great ufe to the chriftians for the finding out 
of Eafler, and alfo to the Jcu/sfar the fixing of their three great fe/Uvafc. 
as it was to the ancient Greeks for the afcertaining of the times of their 
fcllivals. And for ibis laft end was it that Mcto invented it. For the 
Greeks being directed by an oracle to obferve all tlicir foleran fitcrificcjantl 
feltivals, « »7» /. e. according to three, and this being interpreted 
to mean years, months and days, and that the years were to be reckoned 
according to the courfc of the fun, and the months and days according 
to that of the moon, they thought themfclvcs obliged hereby to obferve 
allthefefolemnitiesac the fame Jbafonsofthc year, and on the fame month* 
and on the fame day of the month. And therefore k endeavours were made 
to bring all thefe to meet together ; that is, to bring the fame months and 
all the days of them to fall as near as po/Rble within the fame times of the 
fun's courfc, that fo the lame Colcmnitics might always be celebrated with- 
in the fame fcafons of the year, as well as in the fame months, and on the 
fame days of them. The difficulty Jay in this, that whereas the year, go- 
cording to the courfc of the fun,(wbxchis commonly called the Color year) 
is m»dc by that revolution of it which brings it round to the fame point in 
the ecliptic, and the Greeks reckoned their months by thofc revolutions 
of the moon, which brought it round to the fame conjunction with the 
fiin, i. e. from one new moon to another, and twelve of thefe months 
made their common year ; (which is commonly called the lunaryear) this 
lunar year fell eleven days fliort of the folar. And therefore their oracle 
could not be obfcrved in keeping their folcmnirics to the fame fcafons of 
the year, without intercalations. For othcrwifc their folcmnitics would 
be anticipated eleven days every year, and in thirty three years fpacc would 
be carried backward through all the fcafons of the year ; (as is now done 
in Turkey, where they ufe this fort of year) and to intercalate thefe eleven 
days every year, would make as great a breach upon the other part of the 
oracle, as to the months and days. For then every year would alter the 
day, and every three years the month. And bcfides, it would make a 
breach upon the whole fcheme of their year. For with them, in the fame 
manner as with the Jews, their months always began with a new moon, 
and their years were always made up of thefe lunar months, fo as to end 
cxa&ly with the lad day of the laft moon, and to begin exactly with the 
firft day of the next moon. It was ncccflary therefore, for the bringing of 
all to fall right according to the directions of the oracle, that the interca- 
lations flaould be made by months ; and to find out fuch an intercalation 
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of months, as would at length bring the folar year and the lunar year to 
an exact agreement, fo that both mould begin from the fame point of time, 
was that which was to be done for this purpofe. For thus only could the 
folemnities be always kept to the fame feafons of the year, as well as to 
the fame months, and the fame days of them, and conftantly be made fall 
within the compafs of one lunar month at moft, fooner or later within the 
fame times of the folar year. And therefore in order hereunto cycles were 
to be invented; and to find out fuch a cycle of years, wherein by the in- 
tercalation or addition of one or more months this might be effected, was 
the great Itudy and endeavour of the aftronomers of thofe times. The firft 
attempt that was made for this purpofe was that of the Dieteris, a cycle of 
two years, wherein an intercalation was made of one month ; but in two 
years time the excefs of the folar year above the lunar being only twenty 
two days, and a lunar month making twenty nine days^and an half, this 
intercalation, inftead of bringing the lunar year to a reconciliation with the 
folar, over-did it by feven days and an half; which being a fault that was 
foon perceived, for the mending of it the Tetraeteris was introduced, 
which was a cycle of four years, wherein it was thought that an interca- 
lation of one month would bring all that to rights, which was over-done 
by the like intercalation of the Dieteris. And this was contrived chiefly 
with a refpeft to their Olympic games. For they being the chiefeft of 
their folemnities, and celebrated onee every four years, care was taken 
to bring this folemnity every fourth year as near as they could to the fame 
time of the folar year, in which it was performed the Olympiad before, 
which regularly ought always to have been begun according to the origi- 
nal inftitution of that folemnity, on the firft full moon after the fummer 
folftice, and it was thought that an intercalation of one month in four 
years would always bring it to this time. But four folar years exceeding 
four lunar yearsforty three days and an half, the adding one lunar month, 
or twenty nine days and an half, (of which it confifts) fell Ihort of curing 
this defect full fourteen days, which fault foon difcovering it felf, for the 
amending of it they intercalated alternatively one four years with one 
month, and the next four years with two months, which brought it to the 
Ofloeteris, or the cycle of eight years, wherein by intercalating three 
months they thought they brought, all to rights, and indeed it came much 
nearer to it, than any of the former cycles." For by this intercalation the 
eight lunar years were brought fo near to eight folar years, that they dif- 
fered from them only by an excefs of one day, fourteen hours and nine 
minutes. And therefore this cycle continued much longer in ufe than 
any of the reft. But at length the error, by encreafing every year, grew 
great enough to be alfo discovered, which produced the invention of Se- 
veral other cycles for the remedying of it, of which this invented by Meto 
of nineteen years is the perfected!. For it brings the two luminaries to 
come about to the fame points, within two hours one minute and twen- 
ty feconds ; fo that after nineteen years, the fame new moons and the 
fame full moons do within that fpace come about again to the fame points 
of time in every year of this cycle, in which they happened in the fame 
year of the former cycle. And to a nearer agreement than this no other 
cycle can bring them. This cycle is made up of nineteen lunar years and 
feven lunar months by feven intercalations added to them. The years of 
this cycle, in which thefe intercalations were made, were the 3% 6' h , 8 ,h , 
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n ,k , 14*, i^-and 19'S according to Tetavius\ but according to Mr. 2)^- 
w//, they were the 3'* f\ 8 rt , 11*, 13'% 16*, and 19'". Each of thcfe fe- 
ven intercalated years confided of thirteen months, and the reft of twelve. 
The chief ufe of this cycle among the Creeks being to fettle the times of 
celebrating their folemniries, and that of their Olympiads being the chief- 
cit of them, and on the fixing of which the fixing of all the reft did de- 
pend, it was in the firft place applied to thispurpofe; and the rule of thefe 
Olympiads being, that they were to be celebrated on the firft full moon af- 
ter the fummer folftice, in order to fettle the time of their celebration, 
it was ncceflary, in the firft place, to fettle the time of the fummer fol- 
ftice, and this Meto obferved this year to be on the twenty firft day of the 
Egyptian month Thamenoth, which reduced to the Julian year falls on 
the twenty feventh of June. And therefore the Greeks, having received 
this cycle, did from this time forward celebrate their Olympiads on the 
firft full moon after the twenty feventh day of our June, and thenceforth 
alfo began their year from the new moon preceding, whereas before they 
begun it from the winter folftice, and they calculated both the new moon 
and the full moon by this cycle ; fo that from this rime the new moon 
immediately preceding the firft full moon after the fummer folftice was 
the beginning of their year; and that firft full moon after the faid folftice 
in every fifth year was the time of their Olympiads. For that year, in the 
beginning of which this folemnity was celebrated, was in their computa- 
tion of time called the firft year of that Olympiad, reckoning from the 
new moon preceding; and in the beginning of the fifth year after they 
celebrated the next Olympiad, which made the time from one Olympiad 
to another to be juft four years, according to the meafure of the years 
then ufed. 

But this ufc of the cycle ceafing with the folemniries of the heathen 
Greeks, after that chriftiatuty bad gotten the afccndaot in the Roman em- 
pire, it thenceforth became applied to another ufe ; and that not only by 
the chriflians, but alfo by the Jews. For by it the chriftians, after the 
council of Nice, fettled our Eafier. And from them, fome few years af- 
ter, the Jews learnt to make the like ufe of it, for the fixing the time of 
their paflbver, and the making of their intercalations in order to it. But 
of the manner how each of them applied it for thcfe purpofes, there will 
be hereafter an occafion fully to treat, in a place more proper for it. 

The ' war between the Athenians and Lacedemonians, called the Teh- Am. 431. 
ponnefian war, (of * which Tbucydides and Xenopbon have written the hi- Anner- 
ftory) begun about the end of the firft year of the eighty feventh Ofym- ltt **" 
piad, which lafted twenty feven years. As foonas they had entered on it, 
both parties fc fent their embafladors to King Art a xerxes to engage him on 
their fide, and pray his aid in the war. 

About the fame time there broke out a moft grievous peftilence, 
which did over-run a great part of the world. It begun firft in Ethiopia \ 
from thence it came into Libya and Egypt; and from Egypt it invaded 
Judea, Tbctnicia and Syria, and from thofc parts fprcad it felf through 
the whole Terjtdn empire ; from whenceit paflcd into Greece, and grievoufly 
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afflicted the Athenian llate, deftroying a great number of their people, 
arid among them died ' 'Pericles, the chiefeft and erainenteft man of that 
city, whofc wifdom, while he lived, was the main flay and fupport of that 
republic, and of whom only it can be faid, that he maintained himfclf in 
fall credit for forty years together in a popular government. Thucydides 
hath, k in his hiftory, given us a very full account of this difeafe, having 
had thorough experience of it. For he had it himfelf, and after that be- 
ing out of danger of fufTering any more by it, he freely vifited a great ma- 
ny others that were afflicted with it, and thereby had fufheient opportu- 
nity of knowing ill the fymptomsand calamities that attended it. Lucretius 
hath alfo given us a poetical difcription of it, and * Hippocrates hath writ- 
ten of it as a phyfician. For that great mailer of the art of phyfic lived in 
th'ofe times, and was at Athens all the while this diftcmper raged there. 
Artaxerxes invited him, with the promife of great rewards, to come in- 
to Terjta during this plague, to cure thofc who were infected with it in 
his armies. But his anfwer was, that he would not leave the Grecians his 
countreymcnih this diftrefs, to give his help to Barbarians. There are 
feveral cpiftfes {till extant at the end of Hippocrates"s works, faid to be 
written by Artaxerxes, and by Hyflanes his prefect on the Hclkjpont, and 
by Hippocrates hrmfelr, about this matter. Some think them not to be 
genuine, but do hot give any reafohs fufficient to convict them of it. Ma- 
ny mfbmecs in the hrttorfes of thofe rimes do acquaint us, how fond the 
^erfushs were r of Greek phyficians. And Artaxerxes looking on himfelf 
as trie greartzft oF Kings, might well enough think he had the beft title to 
nave thejtreateft of phyficrans to. attend upon him, and therefore offered 
the 'grcarcft of rewards to draw him to him. But Hippocrates, having a 
mind above the temptations of gold and filver, returned him the anfwer I 
nave Aentioried, whfch provoked him fo far, that he fent to Cos, the city 
o? H^Wotr\it/s, and where he then was, to command them to deliver un- 
& him &ip l p : ocraScs, to be punifhed according to his perverfenefs, threac- 
fllhg tntfrn with the demolition of their city,and the utter ruin of the whole 
iflarid m which it flood, if they did not comply with nim herein. But the 
toons in their anfwer did let him know, that ho threats Should ever in- 
duce them t6 betray fo eminent a citizen into his hands. This was before 
Hippocrates went to Athens. For this plague had ravaged thorough the 
Terjidn empire before it came to that city, and it was not till the next 
year after this, that the Athenians were infefted with it, that is, in the fc- 
cond year of the Teloponne/ian war, as Thucydides tells us. 
Aw. 418. IfE/ffEMIAH, on his return to the Ter/tan court, having tarried 
there about five years in the execution, as it may be fuppofed, of his for- 
1 mcr office, at length obtained of the King to be fent back again to Jem- 
/a/em with a new cornmiflion. The generality of ehronologers as well as 
the commentators upon this part of fcripturc, make this his coming back 
thither to be much fooner. But confidcring the many and great corrupti- 
ons, Which he tells us, in the thirteenth chapter of his book, the Jews 
j^a,d run into in his abfence, it cannot be conceived how in lefs than five 
years time they coutd have grownup tofuch an height amogn them. He 
had been twelve years reforming what was amifs among them, and Ezra 
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had been doing the fame for thirteen years before him, whereby they had 
brought their reformation to fuch a ftate and liability, that a little time 
could not have been fufficient in fuch a manner to have again unhinged it. 
It is much more likely, that all this was longer than five years a doing, than 
that it Ihould come to pafs in fo fliort a time. It is indeed exprefled in 
our Englijb verfion, that Nehemiah came back again from the 'Per/tan court 
to Jerufalem "after certain days; but the Hebrew wordjramim, which is 
there rendred days, fignifieth alfo years, and is in a great many places of 
the Hebrew icr'vptwces fo ufed. 

About this time moft likely lived Malachi the prophet. The greateft 
of the corruptions which he charge th the Jews with, are the fame with 
thofe which they had run into in the time of Nehemiab's abfence, and there- 
fore it is moft probable, that in this time his prophecies were delivered. 
It is certain the temple was all finifhed, and every thing reftored therein 
before his time. For there are paflages in his prophecies which clearly 
fuppofe it; and he doth not in them charge the Jews with neglecting the 
reftoringof the temple, but their neglecting what appertained to the true 
worfhip of God in it. But |in what time it was after the reftoration of 
the temple that he prophefied, is no where faid in Scripture, and there- 
fore we can only make our conjectures about it, and I know not where 
any conjecture can place it with more probability, than in the time where 
I have faid. 

Many things having gone wrong among the Jews during the abfence 
of Nehemiah, as hath been above mentioned, as foon as he was again fet- 
tled in the government " he applied himfelf with his ufual zeal and dili- 
gence to correct, and again fet to rights whatfoever was amifs. And that 
which he firft took notice of, as what by the flagrancy of the offence, as 
well as by reafon of the place where committed, was the moft obvious to 
berefentedby fogodda man; was ° a great prophanation, which had been 
introduced into the temple for the fake of Tobiah an Ammonite. This 
man, though he had made two alliances with the Jews, (for p Johanan his 
fon had married the daughter of Mejbullam the fon of Berachiab, < whp 
was one of the chief managers of the rebuilding of the wall of Jerufalem 
under the direction of the governor, and he himfelf had married the 
daughter of Shecaniah the fon of Arab, another great man among the 
Jews) yet being an Ammonite, ' he bore a national hatred to [all that were 
of the race of Jfrael, and therefore envying their profperity, and being 
averfe to whatfoever might promote it, did the utmoft that he could to 
obftruct Nehemiah in all that he did for the good of that people, and con- 
federated with Sanballat their greateft enemy to carry on this purpofe* 
However, by reafon of the alliances I have mentioned, he had r many cor- 
refpondents among the Jews, who were favourers of him, and acted in-? 
fidioufly with Nehemiah on his account. But he, being aware of their de- 
vices, withftood and baffled them all, as long as he continued at Jerufa- 
lem. But when he went from thence to the 'Perfian court, Eliajhib the 
high-prieft' was prevailed with (as being one of thofe that was of that con- 
federacy and alliance with Tobiah) to allow and provide for him lodgings 
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within the temple it felf ; in order whereto he removed the meat -offerings, 
thefrankincenfe, andtheveffels, and the tithes of the cor/:, the new zuine, 
and the oil, (vJbicb 'Jjas commanded to be given to the Lcvites, and the 
fingers, and the porters) and the offerings of the friefts, out of the clum- 
bers where they ufed to be laid, and out of them made one large apart- 
ment for the reception of this heathen dranger. It is doubted by fome, 
whether this Elisfljib were Eliafltib the high-pried, or only another priclt 
of that name. That which raifcth the doubt is, he is named in the text, 
where this is related of him, by the title only of pried, and is there faid 
to have the overfight of the chambers of the houfe of God ; from whence 
it is argued, that he was only chamberlain of the temple, and not the high- 
pried, who was above fuch an office. But the ovcriight of the chambers 
of the houfe of God may import the whole government of the temple, 
which belonged to the high-pried only, and it is not to be conceived how 
any one, that was lefs than abfolute governor of the whole temple, could 
make fo great an innovation in it. Bcfides, Eliafljib the high-pricil hath 
no character in fcripture, with which fuch a procedure can be faid to be 
inconfidenc. By what is faid in the book of Ezra (ch. x. x 8.) it appears, the 
pontifical family was in his time grown very corrupt. And no aft of his 
is mentioned cither in Ezra or NebemiaJi, excepting only his putting to 
his helping hand in the repairing of the walls of Jeru/alem. Had lie done 
any thing clfc worthy of memory in the reforming of what was aroifs, ci- 
ther in church or date, in the times either of Ezra or Nehetniab, it may 
be prcfumed mention would have been made of it in the books written by 
them. The fdence which is of him in both thefe books, as to any good 
aft done by biro, is a fuificicnt proof that there was none fuch to be re- 
corded of him. For the high-pried being the head of the JewiJIt church, 
had he born any part with thefe two good men, when they laboured fo 
much to reform that church, it's utterly improbable that it could have 
been patted over in their writings, wherein they give an account of what 
was done in that reformation. What Jcjbua his grandfather did in con- 
currence with Ztrubbabel the governor, and Haggai and ZccbariaJi the 
prophets, in the firft rcfcttling of the church and Mate of the Jews, after 
their return from the Babylottifh captivity, * is all recorded in fcripture, 
and had Eliafljib done any fuch thing in concurrence with Ezra and Ne- 
hetniab, we may take it for certain it would have been recorded there al- 
fo. Putting all this together, it appears mod likely, that it was Eliajbib 
the high-pried who was the author of this great prophanation of the houlc 
of God. "What was done herein (the text tells us) Nebemiab immediate- 
ly undcrdood, as foon as he came back again to Jcrufalem, and lie did 
immediately fet himfclf to reform it. For over-ruling what the high-pried 
had ordered to be done herein, by the authority which he had as gover- 
nor, he commanded all the houfliould-dufF of Tobiah to be cad out, and 
the chambers to be again clcanfed and rcdorcd to their former ufc. 

Tiie reading of the law to the people ■ having been fettled by Nebe- 
miab, fo as to becondantly carried on at certain dated times, ever fince 
it was begun under his government by Ezra, (perchance from that very 
beginning on every fabbath day) when in the courfc of their leffons they 
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came to the 2.3* chapter of Deuteronomy, where it is commanded, that a 
Moabite or an Ammonite Jftouid not come into the congregation of the Lor 4, 
even to the tenth generation for ever, ' Nehetniah taking an handle from 
hence, feparatedall the mixc multitude from the relt of the people, that 
thereby it might be known with whom a true Jfraelite might lawfully mar- 
ry. For neither this law, nor any other of the like nature, is to be undcr- 
itood to exclude any one, of what nation foevcr he were, from entering 
into the congregation as a profelyte, and becoming a member of their 
church that would be converted thereto ; neither did any of the Jews ever 
fo interpret it. For they freely received all into their religion that would 
embrace it, and immediately on their convcrfion admitted them to all the 
rites, parts, and privileges of it, and treated them in all refpeets in the 
fame manner as true Jfraelites, excepting only in the cafe of marriage. 
And therefore thisphrafe ' in the text, of not entering into the congregati- 
on of the Lor J, even to the tenth generation, mud be undcrftood to include 
no more than a prohibition not to be married thereinto till then ; and thus 
all the Jewijb doflprs expound it. For their doctrine, as to the cafe of 
their marrying with fuch as were not of their nation, is flatcd by them in 
manner as followcth. 

•None of the houfe of Jfrael, of cither fcx, were to enter into mar- 
riage with any Gentiles of what nation focver, unlefs they were firft con- 
verted to their religion, and became intire profelytcs to it. And when 
jthey were become thus thorough profelytcs, they were not all immediate- 
ly to be admitted to this privilege of making inter-marriages with then}. 
For fomc were barred wholly from it for ever, others only in parr, and 
fomc only for a limited time. Pf the firft forr, were all of the feven nati- 
ons of the Canaastitet, mentioned in Deuteronomy cb. yji. Of the fecond 
fort were the Moahites and the Ammonites, whole males they hold were 
excluded for ever, but not their females. For the Hebrew text naming an 
Ammonite, and a Moabite, in the mafcujine gender only,. they undcrftand 
it only of the males, and not of the females. And this .exception they make 
for the fake of Ruth. For flie, tbo' a Moabit'tjl) woman, had been mar- 
ried to two. husbands of the j\oufc of Jfrael, the Jail of wJuch was Bpasi, 
of whom 'David was defcended by her. And of the third fort * were the 
Edomites and the Egyptians, with whom they might not marry till the 
third generation. With ali others, who wqrc.not of the .three excepted 
forts, they * might frcqly .make in^cr-marriages, whenever ,they became 
thorough profelytcs to ihqr religion. But at p'refent * it riQt being to be 
known, who is an Edomite, who an Amrnomife, or a Motfite, or who an 
Egyptian of the race of the Egyptians thqn mentioned in the text, by 
realon of the cpnfuiions yrljich.havc Ijncc happened .of All natiqqs with 
each other, they hp jd, this prohibit jqn to have been lo^jg.fince out of dare. 
And that, now ^y^f^r/^ as^fpon^as prpfclytejl to their religion, mayim- 
nw,diatel ( y.b > e l Adn>|ttcd.to maJfc intcr-marriftgps .with/them. In interpret- 
ing the e^cjufiop .of.thc Ammojtitcs and M'ftt'Ae' in .thp.text, to be for 
ever, they fcqm.tp, exceed. ^iRrflhibition. of, the law therein delivered. 
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For there (i. e. Hetit. xxiii. i.) it is extended only to the tenth generation : 
The words are* Even to the tenth generation Jhall they not enter into the 
congregation of the Lord for ever. The meaning of which feems plainly 
to be, that this mould be obferved as a law for ever, that an Ammonite or 
*.Moabite was not to be admitted into the congregation of Ifrael, fo as 
to be capable of making marriages with them* till the tenth generation af- 
ter their becoming profelytes to the Jewi/h religion. But ten generations 
and for ever being both in the fame text, and within the fame prohi- 
biting claufe, they interpret the former expreffion by the latter, and will 
have it, that fo long a prohibition as that of ten generations, fignifieth 
therein tantamount to for ever, and they ground this chiefly upon the 
text of Nehemiah, which we are now treating of. For herein the recital 
of this law, the prohibition is faid to be for ever, without the limitation 
of ten generations. But the words of Nehemiah are plainly an imperfect 
quotation of what is in the law, and feem to intend no more by that recital, 
than to fend us to the place in the original text of the law, where it is to 
be perfectly found. And in all laws in the world, the words of the ori- 
ginal text are to be depended upon, for the intention of the law-giver, 
before any quotations of them by whomfoever made. 
<r Among other corruptions that grew up during the abfence of Nehe- 
miah, one efpecially to be taken notice of, d was, the neglect: of the car- 
rying on of the daily fervice bf the houfe of God, in fuch manner as it 
ought. For the tithes, which were to maintain the minifters of the tem- 
ple in their offices and ttations, being either imbezzled by the high-prieft, 
and other rulers of the temple under him, or elfe fubftrafted by the laity, 
and not paid at all, for want of them the Levites and fingers were driven 
from the temple, every one to his own home, there to feekfor a fubfiftence 
fome other way. This abufe the governor, whofe piety led him always to 
attend the publick worlhip, could not be long without taking notice of, 
and when he had obferved it, and thoroughly informed himfelf of the 
caufe, he foon provided very effectually iot its remedy. For he forth- 
with made thofe dues to 'jig again brought into the treasuries of the tem- 
ple, and forced every man faithfully and fully to pay them; whereby a 
maintenance being again provided for thofe that attended the fervice of 
the houfe of God, all was : there again reftored to its priftin order. And 
he alfo took care ' that the fabbath mould be duly obferved, and made 
many good Orders for the preventing of the prophanation of if, and caufed 
them all to be effectually put in execution. But thp' all thefe things are 
mentioned in one chapter, they were hot all done at one time, but the 
good man brought them about as bccafions were adminiftred, and asr he 
faw opportunities beft ferved for the fuccefsful effecting Of them. : 

In this fame year, in which we fuppbfe Nehemiah came back again to 
his government of Judea'&bxa. the Ter/idn court, that is, t f in the firft year 
of the eighty eighth olympiad, was borh "P/a^ the famous Mtheniaaphilo- 
fopher, who came neareft to the truth in divine matters of any of the hea- 
thens. For he having in his travels into' the eaft, where he went for his 
improvement in knowledge, conyerfed with the Jews,, and. .* gotten fome 
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infight into the writings of Mo/is, and their other facred books, he lear- 
ned many thing? from them which others of his profellion could not at- 
tain unto i and therefore he is did * by Numenius to be none other than 
Mofis fpeaking Greek, and 1 many of the ancient fathers fpeak of him 
to the fame purpofe. 

I n the fixth year of the 'Pe/oponnejtanw&r, k the plague broke out again Am - ** 6 - 
at Athens, and deftroyed great numbers of their people. This, with the £^39 
other plague that happened four years before, having much exhaullcd that 
city of its inhabitants, for the better rcplenifliing of it again, 1 a new law 
was made to allow every man there to marry two wives. From the time of 
Cecrofs, who was the firft planter of Attica, and the founder of the city 
of Athens in ir, no fuch thing as polygamy was there ever known, or was 
any man allowed to have any more than one wife, both their Jaw and their 
ufiige till now being contrary thereto. But from this time it was allowed 
for the caufe which I have mentioned, and Socrates the philofopher was 
one of the firft that made ufc of the privilege of it, being then forty three 
years old. For he was born in the laft year of the feventy feventh olym- 
piad, (which was The year 409 before Cbrift.J For toXantippc, his former 
wife, he cook another called Myrto, and all the benefit he had by it, was, 
to have two fcoids infiead of one, to cxercifc his patience. " As long as 
they difegrecd, they were continually fcolding, brawling, or fighting with 
each other; and whenever they agreed, they both joined in brawling at 
him, and often 'fell on him with their fills, as well as with their tongues 
and beat him foundry. And this was a very ja& puni/hment upon him! 
fot giving countenance by his practice to fo unnatural and mifchievous a 
it&ge. i'or every where more males than females being born into the 
-world, this fufficiently proves that God and nature never intended any 
more than one woman for one man; and they certainly act contrary to 
the laws of both, that have tnore than one to wife at the fame time. Al- 
though thefupreme law-giver difpenfed with the children of Ifrtel in 
this cafe, this is no Tule for others to act by. 

In the feventh year of xheTeJopottneJum war, Artaxerxes • fent an em- a„. 41S . 
bauador called Artaf hemes to the Lacedzmchiatu, with letters written Arm- ' 
in the Affyr'uut language, whereinamongdthcr things he tells them, that fe- 
vcral embafladors bad come to him from them, but with meflages lb dif- 
fering, that he could not learn from them what it was that they would 
have; and that therefore he had fent this Terfian to them, to let them 
.kndw, that if they had any thingto propofe to him, they fliould on his re- 
turn fend with him to his court fome, bv whom he might clearly under- 
ftand what their mind was. But this embaflador being got on in his way 
as far as Eion, on the river Strymon in Throe ia, he was there taken pri- 
-foner-about the end of the year, by one of the admirals of the Athenian 
fleer, who fent him to Athens, where the Athenians treated him with 
much kindnefc and refpefr, thereby the 'better to reconcile to them the 
favour of the 'Perjtan King. 

And the next year after, as foon as the feas were fafely partible, they An. 404, 
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' fent him back in a ihip of their ouroac the publick charges, and appoint- 
ed forae of their citizens to go with him as embaiTadors from them to the 
King ; but when they were landed at Efbefus, in order to this journey, 
they there undcritood that Artaxerxes was lately dead, whereon the em- 
bafladors proceeded no farther ; but having there difmiffed Artaf hemes 
returned again to Athens. 

ARTAXERXES dyed within three months after the beginning of 
the forty firft year of his reign, and was * fuccccdcd in his kingdom by 
Xerxes, the only fon that he had by his Queen. But by his concubines he 
had feventeen others, among whom were Sogdianus, (by Ctejias called Se- 
cundianus) Ocbus, and Arjitcs. Xerxes having made himfelf drunk at one 
of their feilivals, and thereon being retired to fleep ic ou c in his bed- 
chamber, Sogdianus took the advantage of it, by the help and treachery 
of Tbamacyas, one of Xerxes's eunuchs, then to fall upon him, and flew 
him after he had reigned only forty five days, and fuccecded him in the 
kingdom. And as foon as he was on the throne, he put to death Bagora- 
sms, the faithfullcft of his father's eunuchs. Artaxerxes being dead, and 
his Queen the mother of Xerxes dying alfo the fame day, Bagorazus un- 
dertook the care of their funeral, and carried both their corps to the ac- 
cuilomcd burial place of the royal family in t Pcrfia. But on his return, 
Sogdianus being on the throne, he .was very ill received by him, on the 
account of fome former quarrel that had been between them in his father's 
life-time; in revenge whereof, a little after taking pretence from fome- 
thing, which he found fault with, in the management of his father's fune- 
ral, he caufed him to be ftoncd to death ; by which two murthers, that 
of his brother Xerxes, and this of the faithful eunuch, having made him- 
felf very odious to the army, as well as the nobility, he foon found that he 
fat very unfafe upon the throne which hchadfo wickedly gotten pofleffi- 
on of. Whereon growing jealous and fufpicious, left.fomc of his bro- 
thers fhould fervc him as he had ferved Xerxes ; and fearing Ocbus, whom 
his father had made governor of Hyrcania, more than all the refl^ he fent 
for him to come to court, with intention to rid himfelf of him, by put- 
ting him to death. But Ocbus perceiving what his defigns were, under 
fcvcral pretences from time to time delayed his coming, till at length ha- 
ving got together a powerful army, he marched againli him for the re- 
venging (as he declared) the death of his brother Xerxes t whereon many 
of the nobility, and fevcral governors of provinces, who were difgufted 
with the cruelty and mismanagement of Sogdianus, revolted from him, 
and went over, to Ocbus, and having put the royal Tiara upon his head 
declared him King. Sogdianus feeing himfelf thus deferted, fell into great 
fear of the power of his brother, and having lefs courage to defend what 
he had wickedly done, than he had to commit it, was prevailed upon, con- 
trary to the advice of the wifeft and belt of his friends, to come to a treaty 
with Ocbus; who having hereby gotten him into his power, caft him into 
afhcs,and there made him die a molt cruel death. This ' was one of thepu- 
ni foments of xhcTcrJians, whereby great criminals among them were put 
to death. The manner of it is defcribed in the Mii* chapter of the fc- 
condbook of the Maccabees to be thus: An high tower being filled a 
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great way up with allies, the criminal was from the top thrown down 
headlong into them, and there had the afhes by a wheel continually ftirred 
up and raifed about him, till he was fuffocated by them and died. And 
thus this wicked prince with his life loft his empire, after he had held it 
only fix months and fifteen days: 

SOGDIAND S being thus difpatched, Ochus obtained the kingdom, ^. 423- 
and f as foon as he was fettled in it, he changed his name, taking that of 
Darius inftead of Ochus, and is the fame whom hiftorians call Darius.No-. 1. 
thus. He reigned nineteen years, and is in *F 'to lemy's canon placed as the 
next immediate fucceflor of Artaxerxes Longimatius, according to the me- 
thod of that canon, which always reckons to the predeceflor the whole 
laft year in which he died, and placeth him as the next fucceflor, who was 
on the throne in the beginning of the year following, (as hath been alrea- 
dy obferved) and both the reigns of Xerxes and Sogdianus making but 
eight months, and thefe not reaching to the end of the year in which Ar- 
taxerxes died, their reigns in that canon are caft into the laft year of Ar- 
taxerxes, and Darius is placed next him, as if he had been his immedi- 
ate fucceflor. 

But it not being the ufage of the 'Perjian Kings, on their acceflion to 
the throne, to difplace any of the governors of provinces, unlefs they 
were fuch as they had juft reafon to miftruft, Nehemiah, during all thefe 
revolutions in the empire, continued ftill in his government of Judea, and 
went on with the fame zeal and vigour to reform it in all things, relating 
either to church or ftate, and to correct and fet all at rights, that was 
amifs in either of them. 

AR SITES feeing how Sogdiatius had fupplanted Xerxes, and Ochus An. 422. 
Sogdianus, thought to do the fame with Ochus. And therefore, though he ^* r t ^ s 
was his brother by the fame mother as well as by the famefather, c rebelled 2 . 0t us 
againft him, and Artyphius the fon of Megabyzus joined with him in this 
revolt. Ochus, now called Darius, fent againft Artyphius, Artajyras one 
of his generals, while he with another army marched againft Arjites. Ar- 
typhius vanquilhed his adverfary in two battles by the help of his Grecian- 
mercenaries. But thefe being bribed over to Artajyras he loft the third 
battel, and thereby being reduced to the utmoft difficulty, he furrender'd, 
on hopes given him of mercy, into the hands of Darius, who would im- 
mediately have put him to death, but that he was difluaded from it by 1?a- 
ryfatis his Queen. She was one of the daughters of Artaxerxes his father 
by another mother, and a very fubtile crafty woman, and whofe counfel 
and advice he chiefly depended upon in the management of all his affairs. 
Her advice on the prefent occafion was to treat Artyphius with all man- 
ner of clemency, that by fuch ufage of a rebel fervant, he might the better 
encourage his rebel brother to hope for the fame favour, arid caft himfelf 
upon his mercy, and that if he could this way decoy him into his power, 
he might then deal with both as he mould think fit. Darius follow- 
ing this advice, had that fuccefs in it which was propofed. For Arjites 
being informed with what clemency Artyphius was treated, thought he, 
as a brother, might be favoured much more ; and therefore coming, to 
terms with the King, yielded himfelf unto him. But when he had thus 
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got him into his power, he caft both him and Artyphhis into thealhes, and 
there made them both miferably perilh. "Darius was much inclined to 
have fpared Arjites, but he was over-ruled herein by the advice of Tary- 
fatis, who preffed it upon him, that he could no otherwife. provide for 
his own fafety, but by the death of. this rebel And the force of this ar- 
gument prevailed with him, though with great difficulty, to confent toir. 
They being both born of the fame mother, this was the caufe of the ten- 
dernefs which he had for him. 

He alfo put to death Tharnacyas the eunuch, for the hand which he 
had in the death of Xerxes ; and Monajihenes another eunuch, who was 
the chief confident of Sagdianns, and alfo concerned with him in his trea- 
chery againft his brother, was forced to kill himfelf to avoid the puhifh- 
ment of a much feverer death, which was intended for him. But all thefe 
executions did not fet Tiarius at quiet upon his throne. For many other 
troubles were raifed againft him afterwards. 
An. 414. The chiefeft and the moft dangerous of them was v the rebellion oiTifuth- 
Darius neSj w ho being made governor of Lydia did there fet up for himfelf, and 
M>? thus caft off his obedience to the King ; to which he was chiefly encouraged by 
the confidence which he placed in an army of mercenary Greeks, whom 
he had got together into his fervice under the command of Lycon an Athe- 
nian. Againft him Tiarius fent Tijfaf hemes with an army to fupprefs the 
rebel, and alfo with a commiflion to be governor of Lydia in his ftead. 
Tijfaphernes, being a very crafty and infidious man, finds ways to get with- 
in Tifuthnes's Grecian Mercenaries, and having with large gifts and larger 
promifes corrupted both them and their general to change fides, they de- 
ferted Tifuthnes and went over to Tijfaf hemes ; whereby Ti/ittbnes be- 
ing left too weak any longer to carry on his defigns, was perfuaded, on 
promifes made him of pardon, to truft to them, and furrender himfelf; 
but as foon as he was brought to the King, he caufed him to be caft into 
the alhes, and there perifli, in the fame manner as had been the fate of 
the other rebels before him. However this did not put an end to the 
troubles which he had raifed in thofe parts ; for w Amorgas his fon ftill 
continued in arms with the remaining part of his army, and about two 
years after infefted the maritime provinces of letter A/?a, till at length, be- 
ing taken prifoner by the Teteponnejians at lajus a city of Ionia, he was 
delivered to Tiffapbemes, and put to death. 

The next difturbance which Harms had 'was from Art ox ares the chief 
of the eunuchs. He had three eunuchs, by whofe miniftry he governed 
all the affairs of his empire, thefe were Artoxares, Artibarxanes, and 
Athous ; and next Taryfatis his Queen, he placed his greateft confidence 
in them, and trufted to their eoimfel and advice above all others, inwhat- 
foever he did through all the emergencies of the government. By which 
height of authority Arto>xares being intoxicated, from being chief minifter 
he at length began to dream of making himfelf chief governor of the em- 
pire, and laid defigns of cutting off Darius, and feizing the throne for 
himfelf. And that his being art eunuch might be no obftacle to him here- 
in, he married a wife, and Wore an artificial beard, that be might be 
thought to be no eunuch. But his wife knowing the whole^plot, and be- 
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ing perchance weary of an husband," whom flie found to be truly an eunuch 
in her bed, whatfoever he pretended to be out of it, difcovered all to the 
King, whereon he was taken into cuftody, and delivered over into the 
hands of Taryfatis, who caufed him to be put to death in fuch manner as 
would beft fatiate her cruelty, in which flie exceeded all women living. 

But the greateft misfortune that befel Darius during all his reign, was 
the y revolt of Egypt, which happened in the fame year with the revolt of 
"Pifuthnes. For altho' 'Darius again mattered the latter of thefe rebellions, 
he never could the other. But the whole province of Egypt, which was 
one of the beft of the whole Terjlan empire, was loll unto him all the re- 
maining part of his reign, as it alfo was to his fucceffors, till it was again 
reduced by Ochus, as will be hereafter related. For the Egyptians being 
weary of the Terfian yoke, Amyrtaus Saites took the advantage of it, and 
fallied out of his fens, where he had reigned ever fince the fupprefllon of 
Inaruss revolt, and being joined by the other Egyptians, foon drove the 
Terfcans out of the countrey, and made himftlf"King of all Egypt, and 
Teigned there fix years. 

About this time happened at Athens the condemnation of Niagaras the 
Melian. He having fettled in that city, and there * taught atheifm, the 
Athenians profecuted him for it. But by flying out of that countrey he 
efcaped the punifliment of death, which was intended for him, altho' not 
the fentehce. For the Athenians, having in his abfence condemned him 
for his impious doctrine, did fet a price upon his head, and decreed the 
reward of a talent to whofoever fliould kill him, wherefover he fliould 
be found. And about twenty years before * they had proceeded againft 
Trotagoras another philofopher with the like feverity, for only doubting 
of the being of a God. For in the beginning of one of his books he ha- 
ving written thus, Of the Gods I know nothing, neither that they are, nor 
that they are not. For there are many things that hinder, the blindnefi of 
our underftanding, and the Jhortnefs of human life : the Athenians would 
not endure fo much as the raifing of a doubt about this matter, but calling 
in all his books by the common cryers of their city, they caufed them all 
publickly to be burnt with infamy, and baniihed the author out of their 
territories for ever. Both thefe had been the fcholars of c Democritus the 
firft founder of the atomical philofophy, which is indeed wholly an athe- 
iftical fcheme. For tho' it allows the being of a God in name, it takes it 
away in effect. For by denying the power of God to create the world, 
and the providence of God to govern the world, and the juftice of God 
to judge the world, they do the fame in effeft, as if they had denied 
his being. But this they durfl: not openly do even among the heathens for 
fear of punifliment ; the greater fliame is it to us, who in a chriftian ftate 
permit fo many impious wretches to do this among us, with a free liberty 
and abfolute impunity. 

E LIAS HI B the high-prieft of the Jews died in the eleventh year of A ». 413. 
'Darius Nothus, after he had. held that pontificate forty years, and b was ggjJJ, 
fucceeded in it by Joiada his fori; ; tx. 
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w*. 4 i2. At sthis time " Tijffaf hemes was governor of Lydia and Ionia, and 
-5P^«^^of the Helleffont, for King who being men .of 

12 ereatcitaft, andalfo of greac application for the profecuting the mterett of 
their prince, were not wanting to make the beft advantage they could of 
thedivifions of the Greeks, for the promoting of the welfare of the Ter- 
tian empire. The Telofonnefian war had now been carried on between 
xhe Lacedemonians and the Athenians to the twentieth year. The po- 
licy praaifed herein, by thefe two Terfians, was fometimes to help one and 
fometimes the other, that the matter being equally ballanced between 
them, neither might by fuppreffing the other be at leifure to trouble them, 
Who had fo long been the common enemy of both. And therefore at this 
time the Athenians teeming to them to have the afcendant over the other 
in the fortune of the war, efpecially on the Afiau coafts, and having there 
much provoked them by the auxiliaries which they had fent under the 
command of Lycoti, for the aiding and fupportingof Pifuthnes in his re- 
volt, they entered into an alliance with the Lacedemonians againft them. 
This had been treated of with them by Tiffafhernes the former year, but 
now was by the confent of both governors agreed to, whereby the Ter~ 
fians were obliged to furnifli the Lacedemonians with large fubfidies for 
the©ayment of their fleet ; and the Lacedemonians, in confideration here- 
of yielded that the Perfian King mould have all thofe countries and ci- 
ties, which he or his anceftors had at any time before the date of the trea- 
ty been ipoffeffed of. But when this treaty came to be examined in a full 
aflem'bly of the Lacedemonians, the conceffions made in it to the King of 
Terfia were tfaoqgfat too large, as including all the iflands of the Egean 
fea, and >alfo all thofe countries which Xerxes had taken poflefiion of on 
thisiide xhs Hellespont, and therefore the ratifications of them was deny'd. 
And -by this time the Athenians wanting the ballance on their fide, to 
make them bear even with their adverfaries, Titfaphernes and Thamaba- 
sous upon this provocation carried over their affiftance to them ; and altho' 
the next year, on an emendation made in the yielding claufe, by limiting 
pf k to the Afian provinces, the treaty was ratified and confirmed by the 
Lacedemonians, yet by feveral underhand and indirect practices they rather 
sffifled the Athenians than them, efpecially in defrauding their fleet of the 
fubfidies they prothifed to pay them,and by fending back Alcibiades again 
to the Athenians, which turned the whole fate of the war: And thus 
.tfhey continued either openly or covertly, fometimes to help one, and 
fometimes to ihelp the other, in order to weaken and wafte both, tillCv- 
raxxame to be chief governor of the Afian provinces. 
An. 410. AMTRTMVS having fettled himfelf in the kingdom of Egypt, by 
Darius $ toltd expulfion of the 'Perfians out of that countrey, * made great prepa- 
Nothus prions to ifollowtiiem into Phoenicia, and had the Arabians in confedera- 
cy With him for this purpofe. Of which the King of Perjia having recei- 
ved advice, the fleet with which he had Hipulated to help the Lacedemo- 
nians, was recalled to defend his own territories. But the war feems not 
to have broken out there till the year following. 
An. 409. Ijm the fifteenth year of Darius Nothus ended the firft feven weeks of 
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the feventy weeks of 'Daniel's prophecy. For then the reftoration of the 
church and ftate of the Jews in Jerufalem and Jiedea was fully finiflied,in 
that laft act. of reformation, which is recorded in the xiii* chapter of Ne- 
hemiahy from the i3''verfeto the end of the chapter, juft forty nine years 
after it had been firft begun by Ezra, in the feventh year of Artaxerxss 
Longimaims. And this reformation was the removal of all unlawful mar- 
riages from among the people. Foraltho' the law d ftrictly forbad them to 
make inter-marriages with any foreign nation, either by giving their daugh- 
ters to them for wives, or by taking their daughters to themfelves, yet 
fince their return from the Babylonijh captivity they had given little re- 
gard hereto, but took to them wives of all the nations round about them" 
with whom God had ftri&ly commanded them not to make any alliances' 
It feems moft likely, that while they were mixed with the ftrange nations 
of thofe countries of the eaft, into which they were carried captive by the 
Babylonians, they there firft made thefe ftrange marriages, andfrom thence 
brought with them this forbidden ufage on their return. Ezra found c it 
fpread among them on his firft coming to Jerufaletn, and altho'for a while 
he had brought it to a thorough reformation, yet, by the time that Nehe- 
miah came to fucceed him { the corruption was grown up again ; and al- 
tho' he did then again reform it, and made all the people enter into a 
covenant with -God, and -fealit With an oath and a curfe upon themfelves 
ftri&ly to pbferve the rule of God's law herein for the future ; and a little 
after his. laft return to his government, he had made another reformation 
herein, 18 by feparatingfrom^r^/all the mix'd multitude, yet this did not 
wholly root out the evil, but it grew up again, and h at length came to 
fuch an height, that the pontifical houfe, which of all others ought to have 
been keep the cleareft from ail fuch impure commixtures, was polluted 
therewith. For one of the fons of Joiada the high-prieft, whom '• fofe 
fhus caUs Manajfeh had married the daughter oiSanballat the Horomte - 
whereby an ill example being gi ven for the breach of the la w, by fuch as 
were moft concerned to fee to the obfervance of it, Nehemiah came in 
With the utmoft ftretch of his power to remedy this enormity, and forced 
all who had taken fuch ftrange wives forthwith to part with them, or de- 
part the countrey ; whereon Manaffeh being unwilling to quit his wife" 
fled to Samaria ; and many others, who being in the fame cafe with him' 
were alfo of the fame mind, accompanied him thither, and there fettled 
under the protection of Sauballat, who was the governor of the place 

It may be here objefted, that I put the laft .reformation of Nehemiah 
too low, and the marriage of Manaffeh too high, and therefore it will 
be necefiary, before I proceed any farther, to clear thefe two particulars 

As to the firft of thefe, this laft aft of Nrfewiab'sTeforimtiQti, where- 
by he purged the land of fuch as would *K*t tje obedient to ihe law of 
God in the cafe of their wives, MehemiahMmMf teHs -us, it was * While 
Joiada was high-prieft at Jerufidem. But according * to the qhronicpn 
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Alexandrintim, (which gives us ™ the trueft account of the fucceffion of 
the high-priefts of the Jews, from the captivity of Babylon to the reign of 
the Seleucian Kings) Joiada fucceeded in the high-priefthood on the death 
of Eliajhib his father, only four years before this year, in which I place 
this aft of reformation. And therefore higher than this, unlefs in one of 
thefe four years, it cannot be placed within the time of Jehoiada's high- 
priefthood. And that which determines me to place it in the fifth year 
of that priefthdod, rather than in any of the four preceding, is the pro- 
phecy of Daniefs feventy weeks. For by that prophecy, from the going 
forth of the decree to reftore and build Jerufalem, (that is, to reftore and 
build up again the church and Hate of the Jews at jerufalem, by a thorough 
reformation of both) to the end of that reformation, were to be feven of 
thofe weeks, that is, forty nine years. And thefe forty nine years begin- 
ning in the feventh year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, when this decree was 
granted to Ezra, they mult end in the fifteenth year of 'Darius Nothus 
his fon, which was the fifth year of the high-priefthood of Joiada, and 
therefore here this reformation mull have had its ending alfo. And fince 
the expulfion of Manajfeh, with fuch others with him as would not be re- 
formed, is the laft aft which is mentioned to have been done of this re- 
formation in thofe very fcriptures, which are profefledly written to give 
us an account of the whole of it ; what is more reafonable than to infer, 
that in this act it had its conclufion? and that therefore this aft muft be 
there placed where that reformation ended, that is, forty nine years after 
it had its beginning, according to the prophecy of Daniel, which I have 
mentioned. And from the feventh of Artaxerxes Longimanus to the fif- 
teenth of Darius Nothus were juft forty nine years. If any one fhall fay, 
that in the text of Nehemiah (chap. xiii. a8.) the word high-priejl is put 
in appofirion with Eliafhib, and not with Joiada, and that therefore this 
laft aft of NehemiaFs reformation was in the high-priefthood of Eliajhib, 
and not in that of Joiada his fon ; my anfwer to it is, that the Hebrew 
original cannot bear this interpretation. For it having been the ufage of 
the Jews, as well as of all other nations of the eaft, for the better diftin- 
guiihing of perfons, to add the name of the father to that of the fon, in 
the fame manner as was lately praftifed by the JVelJh, and ftill is among 
the Irijh, thefe words in the text, Joiada Ben Eliajhib, i. e. Joiada the 
fon of Eliajhib, all together make but one name of the fame-perfon ; and 
therefore the word high-prieft, which followeth, . can be put in apportion 
with nothing but the whole of it. 

A s to the fecond objeftion, that I place the marriage of Manajfeh too 
high, my anfwer is, I place it there where the fcriptures place it, that is, 
in the high-priefthood of Joiada. Jofephus indeed placeth this marriage 
in the high-priefthood of Jaddua the grandfon of Joiada, and faith, that he 
who contrafted it was the brother of Jaddua and the fon oijohanan. To 
reconcile this matter, fome fancy that there were two Sanballats, the firft 
the Sanballat of the holy fcriptures, and the other the Sanballat of Jofe- 
phus, and that there were two marriages contrafted by two different per- 
fons, fons of two different high-priefts of the Jews, with two different 
women, who were each daughters of two different Sanballats % the firft 
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the daughter of the Sanballat of the Scriptures* arid the other the daugtn 
ter of the Sanballat of Jefepbusi and that he that parried the frrftof them 
was afon of Joiada, but that he that married thefecond of them was the 
fon of J ohanan, and brother of Jaddua. But as I have fhewn before, that 
there could be but one Sanballat, and that the Sanballat of Jdtfephus was 
the fame with the Sanballat of the holy Scriptures, but that Jofephus, by 
a miftakeinhis chronology, placed him in the time of Darius Codoman- 
nus, whereas he mould have placed him in the time of Darius Natimi\ 
. fo it muft follow from hence, that he was one and the fame high-prieft's 
fon, that married his daughter. For each, who is faid to have contrafted 
this marriage, being the fon of an high-prieft of the Jews, each marrying 
the daughter of a Sanballat governor of Samaria, and each 1 being expelled 
J erufalem for it ; thefe three characters Sufficiently prove both to be the 
lame perfon. The Scriptures indeed give him no name, but Jpfephus calls 
him Manaffeh, and therefore I call him fo too. The queftion therefore 
being reduced to this,, whether this marriage is to be placed in the high* 
priefthood of Joiada* and the reign of Darius Nothus, where the fcrl- 
ptures place it, or elfe in the high-priefthood of Jaddua, and the reign of 
Darius Codomannus, where Jofephus placeth it ; I hope there will be ho 
difficulty in determining which authority to follow. 

The war being " carried on between the Egyptians and the 5Pe r/iatrs, 
and each contending to enlarge and Strengthen their barrier on the bor- 
ders, it feems moft likely that Darius on thisoccafion came in perfon in- 
to Phoenicia, and that then it was, that Sanballat attending him, fo far in- 
finuated himfelf into his favour, " as to obtain from him a grant to build 
on mount Gerizim, near Samaria, a temple like that at Jerttfalem,atid.to 
make Manaffeh his fon-in-law high-prieft of it ; and that herein all that 
had its foundation, which Jofephus by miftaking the time attributes fo Da- 
ritis Codomannus and Alexander the Great. And perchance this war might 
fome time after produce that fiege of Gaza, at ? which Sanballat died. 
For even at this time he muft have been a very old man. Gaza being the" 
common inlet between Egypt and Phoenicia, for the pafling of each to 
other, the pofleffion of it was of great importance on either fide. If held 
by the Egyptians, it would be a gate to let them in to ravage Judea, 
'Phoenicia, and Syria; and if by the Perfians, it would be a ftrong barrier 
to keep them out, and alfo be a like"gate for the paflage of the Perjian 
forces into Egypt. And therefore if Amyrtaus had now pofleffed himfelf 
of this important poft, it concerned the King of Perfia to do his utmoft 
to recover it. For without it he could neither defend the territories which 
he had remaining in thofe parts, nor pafs into Egypt to recover what he 
had there loft. For he that was mafter of this pafs could obftruuft the 
paflage either way. And therefore *» Alexander himfelf, after his vi&ory 
zxlffus, could not pafs into Egypt till he had taken it. 

SANBALLAT having buik this temple, and made Manaffeh high- 
prieft of it, Samaria thenceforth became r the common refuge and afyluni 
of the refraftory Jews ; fo that if any among them were found guilty of 
violating the law, as in eating forbidden meats, the breach of the fabbath, 
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or the like, and were called to an account for it, they fled to the Samari- 
tans, and there found reception, by which means it came to pafs, that af- 
ter fome time the greateft part of that people were made up of apottate 
Jews, and their descendants. The firft of thefe Samaritans were the C«- 
theans, arid fuch others of the eaftern nation, as Eferbaddon planted there 
after the deportation of the Ifraelites. But when thefe apoftate Jews 
flocked to them, they became a mungrel fort of people made up of both. 
But the mixing of fo many Jews among them foonmade a change in -their 
religion. For whereas they had hitherto r worfhipped the God of I/rael 
only in conjunction with their other gods, that is, the gods of thofe nati- 
ons of the eaft from whence they came ; after a temple was built among 
them, in which the daily fervice was conftantly performed in the fame 
manner as at jerufalem, and the book of the law of Mofis was brought 
to Samaria, and there publickly read to them, they foon ' left off worfliip- 
ping their falfe gods, and conformed themfelves wholly to the worfliip of 
the true God, according to the rule which was in that book prefcribed 
to them, and were more exaft in it (as * fome of the Jewijh doctors ac- 
knowledge) than the Jews themfelves. However, the Jews looking on 
them as apoftates, hated them above all the nations of the earth, fo as w to 
avoid all manner of converfe and communication with them. -This hatred 
firft began from the oppofition which the Samaritans made againft them, 
on their return from the Babylonijb captivity,, both in their rebuilding of 
the temple, and their repairing of the walls of Jerufalem, of which' an ac- 
count hath been above given; and it was afterwards much ericreafed by 
this apoftacy of Manajfeh, and thofe who joined with him in it, and by 
their erefting hereon an altar, and a temple, in oppofition to theirs at Je- 
rufalem. And all others, who at any. time after fled from Jerufalem for 
the violating of the law, always finding reception among them, this con- 
tinually farther added to the rancour which the Jews had entertained 
againft them, till at length it grew to that height, that the Jews publiihed 
a curfe and an anathema againft them, the bittereft that ever was denoun- 
ced againft any people. For thereby they forbad all manner of communi- 
cation with them, declaring all the fruits and produfts of their land, and 
every tiling elfe of theirs, which was either eaten or drank among them, 
to be as fwinesflefli, and prohibited all of their nation ever totafte there- 
of ; and alfo excluded all of that people from being ever received as pro- 
felytes to their religion. And in the laft place proceeded fo far, as even 
to the barring of them for ever from having any portion in the refurrefti- 
on of the dead to eternal life, as if this alfo were in their power. This 
curfe, they fay, was firft denounced againft them by Zerubbabelnn&JeJhua, 
on the oppofition which they gave them in the rebuilding of the temple, 
and by them tranfmitted to the jews of Babylon, where it being alfo rati- 
fyed and confirmed, it became thereby the aft and fentence of the whole 
Jewijh church. This account is given of it * in TirJke H. Eliezer, which 
is i reputed one of the ancienteft of their books! And ever fince, they 
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fay it hath been renewed, and alfo by adding curfe upon curfe continu- 
ally aggravated among them. But it is not likely that this was done by Ze- 
rubbabelvaA. Jejhua, in the manner as related by R. Eliezer. ■■ If it were 
done at all, it was done afterwards* when the hatred of the Jews againfl: 
them was grown to the utmoft height from the caufes mentioned; But thus 
much is certain, that for many ages paft, the conduct of the Jews towards 
the Samaritans hath been according to the tenor of this anathema, they 
conftantly refufing all manner of converfe or communication with them-, 
and fo it was even in our Saviour's time. For why elfe mould the woman 
of Samaria ask our Saviour, How is it that thou being a Jew askeji drink 
of me who am a woman <9/Samaria? but that it was even then forbidden 
among the Jews, either to eat or drink any thing of that which was the 
Samaritans. And the words immediately following are to this purpofe ; 
for they tell us, that the Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans. The 
common name by which they cail thefe people, is that of Cutheans, which 
is a name of fo great infamy among them, that whenever they are pro- 
voked to exprefs the utmoft of their rancour againfl: any one, they call 
him Cuthean, in the fame manner as we often call thofe whom we de- 
. teft Jews or Turks ; but that of Cuthean imports a much greater de-* 
gree of deteftation among them, than either of the other two dp 
among us. And that this humour was very ancient among them ap- 
pears from hence, that when the Jews exprefled their utmoft averfion 
to our Saviour, they faid unto him, 2 Thou art a Samaritan and haft a 
devil', as if to be a Samaritan and have a devil were things of equal re- 
proach. And the author of the book of Ecclejtafticus, when he rec^- 
kons up the nations which were moft deteftable to the Jews, * names the 
foolijh people that dwell in Shechem, to be thofe who were chiefly fo. How- 
ever the Samaritans themfelves will not own their original from thofe 
eaftern colonies of Eferhaddon y but claim to be defcended from the fons 
of Jofefh, and therefore call Jacob their father ; and fo the woman of 
Samaria* calls him in her difcourfe with our Saviour. But Jofephus c tells 
us, they ufed to do this only when the Jews were in profperity. But 
if at any time they fell under difficulties or oppreffions, they then difclaim- 
ed all relation to them, faying they were of another nation, as 4 was no- 
torioufly done by them in the time of Antiochus's perfecution. The par- 
ticulars in which they and the Jews differ from each other in their reli- 
gion, are thefe following. 

I. The Samaritans * receive none other fcriptures than the five books 
of Mofesy rejecting all the other books, which are in the Jewijh canon. 
And thefe five books they ftill have among them, written in the old He- 
brew or "Phoenician character, which was in ufe among them before the 
Babylonijh captivity, and in which both thefe, and all other fcriptures 
were written, till Ezra tranfcribed them into that of the Chaldeans, And. 
this hath led many learned men into a miftake, as if the Samaritan copy, 
becaufe written in the old character, were the true authentic copy, and 
that Ezra's was only a tranfcript ; whereas in truth, the Samaritan pen- 
tateuch is no more than a tranfcript, copied in another character from that 
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of Ezra, with fo me variations, additions, and tranfpofitions made therein. 
That it waseopied from that of Ezra is manifeft from tworeafons. For, firft, 
It hath all the interpolations that Ezra's copy hath ; and that he was the au- 
thor of thofe interpolations is generally acknowledged : And therefore had 
itbeendncienter than £;sr*'scopy,itmuft have been without them, becond- 
ly There are a great many variations in the Samaritan copy, which are ma- 
nifeftly caufed by the miftake of the fimilar letters in the Hebrew alphabet ; 
Which letters having no fimilitude in the Samaritan charader, this evidently 
proves thofe variations were made in tranfcribmg the Samaritan from the 
Hebrew, and not in tranfcribing the Hebrew from the Samaria*. Itfeems 
from hence to be beyond all doubt that Manajfeb, when he fled to the Sa- 
maritans, firft brought the law of Mofes among them. Efarhaddon, indeed, 
' fent to his new colony, which he had planted in Samaria, va.Ifraelttijb 
prieft, to teach them the way of worfhipping God according to the man- 
ner of the former inhabitants ; but it appears not that he did this by bring- 
ing the law of Mofes among them, of that they were any otherwife in- 
ittufted in it, than by tradition, till Manajfeb came among them. For had 
they received the law of Mofes from the firft, and made that the rule of 
wbrlhip which they paid the God of Ifrael, from the time of the coming 
of that prieft among them ; how could they have continued in that grofs 
idolatry of worfhipping other Gods in conjunftion with him, which that 
law doth fo often and fo ftriftly forbid ? And yet in this idolatry, it is 
agreed on all hands, they continued till the building of the temple on 
mount Gerizim ; and therefore it feeros clear, that till then they had not 
a copy of this law, but that when Manajfeb, and fo many apoftate Jews 
with him; came over to them, and fettled in Samaria, they firft brought 
it among them; and becaufe the old Thainician charader was that only 
which the Samaritans were accuftomed to, they caufed this law, for their 
fakes to be written out in that character, and in this they have retained 
it ever fince. This Samaritan pentateuch was well known to many of the 
fathers, and ancient chriftian writers. For it is quoted by Origen, Afri- 
cans, Eufebius, Jerom, <Diodor of Tarfus, Cyril of Alexandria, <Proco- 
tius Gazaus, and others. That which made it fo familiar to them, was 
a Greek tranflation of it then extant, which now is loft. For as there was 
it Greek tranflation of the Hebrew fcriptures made for the ufeof the hel- 
leniftical Jews, which we call the Septuagint, fo alfo was there a like Greek 
tranflation of the Samaritan fcriptures, (that is, the pentateuch, which 
they only allowed for fuch) made for the ufe of the helleniftical Samari- 
tans, efpecially for thofe of Alexandria, B where the Samaritans dwelt in 
great numbers, as well as the Jews. Origen indeed, and Jerom, under- 
ftood the Hebrew langugae, and therefore might have confulted the Sama- 
ritan text, that being none other than Hebrew in another character. But 
the reft of thole mentioned underftanding nothing of it, could no other- 
wife have any knowledge of t!his Samaritan pentateuch, but from the 
tranflation of it. And there is alfo an old fcholiaft upon the Septuagint, 
that makes frequent mention of it. But this as well as the other ancient 
books, in which any mention of this Samaritan pentateuch is to be found, 
were all written before the end of the fixth century. From that time for 
above a thpufand years after, it hath lain wholly in the dark, and 
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in an abi'olute llate of oblivion among all chriihans both of the welt and 
call, and hath been no more fpoken of after that time by any of their wri- 
ters, till about the beginning of the hit century, when Scaliger t having 
gotten notice that there was fuch a Samaritan pentateuch among thofe of 
that feci in the eait, k made heavy complaints, that no one would take 
care to get a copy of it from thence, and bring it among us into t hefe parts. 
A little after this ' archbiihop VJber procured fevcral copies of it our of 
the cafl, and not longaftcr Sancius Har/ey* prieit of the oratory at ( Paris t 
and afterwards bifliop of St. Mate's in Britany, k brought another copy 
into Europe, and rcpolited it in the library belonging to that order in 'Pa- 
ris. From which copy Morinus, another prieft. of the fame order, publiflicd 
it in the Paris Tolyglot. This Sancius Harley had been embaflador from 
the French King at Conjlantinople, where having refided in that quality 
ten years, he made ufe of the opportunity which he had there, of making 
a good collection of oriental books, which he brought home with him on 
his return, and having a while after cnter'd himfelf among the oratorians 
at Paris, he did put all thefe books into their library, and among them 
was this copy of the Samaritan pentateuch, which Morinus publiflicd. 

The Samaritans* befides the pentateuch in the original Hebrew lan- 
guage, havealfo 1 another in the language that was vulgarly fpoken among 
them. For as the 7«c;/after the Babylonijh captivity, degenerated in their 
language from the Hebrew to the Babylonijh dialect, fo the Samaritans 
did the fame ; whether this happened by their bringing this dialed out of 
jlQyria with them, when they firft came to plant in Samaria, or that they 
firll fell into it, by conforming thcmfclvcs to the fpeecb of thofe Tbceni- 
cian and Syrian nations who lived next them, and with whom they mqfUy 
convcrfcd,or clfc had it from the mixture of thofe Jews who revoked to 
them with Manajeb, we have not light enough to determine. But how- 
ever it came topafs, after it fo happened, the vulgar no longer undcrftood 
what was written in the Hebrew language. And therefore, as the Jews 
for the fake of the vulgar among them, who underltood nothing but the 
vulgar language, were forced to make CbaUee vcrfions of the fcriprures, 
which they call the Targums or Cbaldec 'Paraphrafes \ fo the Samaritans 
were forced for the fame rcafon to do the fame thing, and to make a ver- 
fion of their pentateuch into the vulgar Samaritan, which is called the Sa- 
maritan vcrfion. And this Samaritan vcrfion, as well as the origin.il Sa- 
maritan text, Morinus publiflicd together in die 'Polyglot above-mentioned. 
The Samaritan text he printed from Sancius Harley's copy, but the Sama- 
ritan vcrfion he had from Peter a Valle, a gentleman of Rojne, who ha- 
ving many years travelled over the eafl, brought it thence a ith him, and 
communicated it to Morinus. But that work being precipitated with too 
much hade, it had palled the prefs before fuch other helps came ro him from 
Tore/tins, Dr. Comber dean of Carlijle, and others as would hnvc enabled 
him to have made it mucl\ more perfcel i but wliat was wanting therein* 
was afterwards reftifyed in the London 'Polyglot, \\\ which the Samaritan 
text, and the Samaritan vcrfion, and the Latin tranflation of both, are 
publiflicd all together, much more complete and correct than, they Were 
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before. This Samaritan vcrfion is not made, like the Chaldee among the 
Jews, by way of paraphrafe, but by an exaft rendering of the text word 
for word, for the moft part without any variation. SothatZ/oWw/j-thoughc 
one Latin tranflation might ferve for both, and the London 'Polyglot hath 
followed the fame method ; only where there any variations, they are 
marked at the bottom of the page. 

As to the variations, additions and tranfpofitions, whereby the Samari- 
tan copy differs from the Hebrew^ they are all enumerated in Hottinger's 
book againft Morinus, and in the collation made of both texts in the Iaft 
volume of the London Tolyglot. It is not to be fomuch wondered at, that 
there are thefe differences between thofetwo copies, as that there Ihould 
not have been many more, after thofe who had adhered to the one, and 
thofc who had adhered to the other, had not only broken off* all manner 
of communication, but had conftantly been in the bittercft variance poflt- 
ble with each other for above two thoufand years. For fo long had paf- 
fed from the apoitacy of Manajfeh to the time when thefe copies were firft 
brought into Europe. After the feries of fo many ages paft, many diffe- 
rences might have happened by the errors of the tranferibers, and the 
moft that are between thefe two copies, are of this fort. As to the reft, 
fome are changes defigncdly made by the Samaritans, for the better fup- 
port of their caufe againft the Jews, of which fort one that is notorioully 
fuch, will be taken notice of by and by in its proper place. Others are 
interpolations for the better explication of the text, added either from 
other parts offcriprurc.or clfeby way of paraphrafe upon it, to exprefs ex- 
plicitly what was thought to be implicitly contained therein. Of the rirft fort 
arc, x% The addition which we find in thexviii*chapter of Exodus, whc.e 
between the if A and the x6" u verfes is inferted, what we have from the 
9 rt to the i4*verfe of the i* of 'Deuteronomy inclufively; And, x' * t That 
which wefind intheac 1 ' of Numbers, where between the to'" and ti' k ver- 
fes is inferted, all that which wc read in the 6'\ 7" and 8 ,% vefes of the 
i" of 'Deuteronomy ? both which infertions are wanting in the Hebrew. And 
of the other fort are what wc find the iv* chapter of Genejis, ver. 8. 
and in the xii 1 chapter of Exodus, ver. 40. In the firft of thefe, after what 
is faid in the Hebrew text, jind Cain fpake (or faid) to Abel his brother-, 
the Samaritan text adds, Let us go into the field. And in the latter, in- 
ttcad of thefe words in the Hebrew text ; Now the inhabiting of the chil- 
dren o/Ifrael, whereby they inhabited in Egypt, were four hundred and 
thirty years ; The Samaritan text hath it, Now the inhabiting of the chil- 
dren o/lfracl, and their fathers, whereby they inhabited in the land of 'Ca- 
naan, and in the land of Egypr, were four hundred and thirty years. Both 
thefe additions, it is manifeft, mend the text, and make it more clear, 
and intelligible, and fcem to add nothing to the Hebrew copy, but what 
muft be undcrftood by the reader, to make out the fenfe thereof. As to 
the other variations, the moft confiderable of. them are thofc which we 
find in the ages of the patriarchs before Abraham, in which the Samaritan 
computation comes nearer to the Septuagint than to the Hebrew, though 
it differs from both. How thefe, or the tranfpofitions of verfes, or the 
other alterations and additions which arc found in the Samaritan copy, 
and the differences which from thence arifc between the Hebrew and Sa- 
inaritan pentatcuch, came about, many conjefturcs have been offered j 
but no certain judgment being to be made about them, without a better 
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light to direct Us herein, thah we Can hdW have, I Will trouble the reader 
with hone of the'rU ; but ihall add only this farther Upon this head, that 
nbhe Of thefe differences can infer,- tHat the Sdmdritah copy .which we 
rioW hive, Is not truly tHat which was anciently hi life among them. For 
rrioft, if riot all of thofe paffagesj Which were quoted out of it above eleven 
hundred years flnce, by thofe writers I have mentioned, as diffefirtgffom, 
of agreeing with the Hebrew text, and by forrie of them much earlier, are 
nbW to be found in the pfefent Samaritan copies in the fame Words, as 
quoted by them, attd in the fame manner differing from, or agreeing with 
that text. There is aft old copy of the Samaritan pentateUch hdW iheWn 
at Shechzmi (of Napldus as they ribW call it) the head feat of that feet, 
which would put this matter beyond all difpute, were that true which is' 
faid of it. Fdf " they tell us, that therein are Written thefe Words; / 
Abifliua the fan of PhiAeas, the fori ^Eleazar, the fon of Aaron the high- 
jprieft, have irdHfcribed this copy di the door of the tdberhacle of the con- 
gregation, in the thirteenth yedr of the children ofKtaeYs entrance into the 
holy land. But Dr. Huniingtdn, late bifhop of Rdpho in Ireland, having, 
While chaplain to the T urkej company at Aleppo, been at Shechem, and 
there examined this copy upon the fpot, found no fuch words on the ma- 
nlifcript, nor thought the copy ancient. Whether the Samaritans did in 
ancient times abfolutely reject all the other fcriptures befides the pehta- 
teudh, fohie do doubt ; becaufe it is certain * from the difcourfe of the 
Woman of Samaria With bur SavioUr, that they had the fame expectations 
of a Meffidh, that the Jew* had, arid this* they fay, they could no where 
clearly have but ffbrii the prophets. And it cannot be denyed, but that 
there is fohie force in this argutfaeht. Perchance altho' they did read the 
pentateUch only in their Synagogues, yet anciently they might hot have 
been Withdut a due regard to the other facf ed Writings, whatsoever their 
fentimertts may be of them at prefeht. 

II. The fecohd point of difference in religion, between the Samaritans 
and the Jews, anciently was, and Itill is, that the Samaritans reject all tra- 
ditions, and adhere only to the Written word it felf ; afld in the obfer- 
Vance of that they ate acknowledged by the Jews' themfeives to be more 
eXact than they are, arid good reafon is there for them fd to fay. For the 
Jews often make the law "of none effeftby their traditions, Whereas the 
Samaritans always kept themfeives ftrictly to the Written Word, and never 
admitted any fuch cdf rupt glbfles to draw them from it. And becaufe in 
this they agreed With the Saddncees (for they alfo denied all traditions, 
and adhered to the Written letter of the Law only) hence the Jews have 
taken ah handle of calumniating thefri, as if they agreed ih other pafticu- 
lafs With the Saddncees alfo, and p denied With them the refuffeaion ot 
the dead, Which led < Efiphanitisand ' Bt. Gregory itiio the error of affert- 
ihe this to be their opinion, Whereas the refurfecTSbh of the dead hath al- 
ways beeh a doctrine as firmly held; ahd as certainly believed among them* 
as by the Jews thefhfelveS. ' '„ ■ , : v ':„ . 

Ill; The third point of difference in teligtofa, between" the Samaritan* 
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and ihc Je-jss, was about the place of their worJhip. The words of the 
woman of Samaria, in the golpel of Sc. John, lhue this matter exaflly 
right. For in her difcourle with our Saviour, ihe faith to him, Our fa- 
thers -jjorjhipped in this mountain* but ye (meaning the JewsJ Jay that in 
Jerufalem is tbe place inhere men ought to worjbip. The law given by Mo- 
fts was, that ihey fliould perform all their facriticcs and oblations ' in the 
pitce that God jhould choo/e out of all their tribes to put his name there, 
.\nd that place was Jerufalem. For ' there the temple, by the direction of 
God himfclf, was built, and * there God confecrated it by the habitation 
of his divine prefence therein, and there all the tribes of Jfrael, that ad- 
hered to the true worfliip of God, offered up their facririccs ; and there 
the temple was again rebuilt after the Babylonifl) captivity, and the fame 
fervicc there carried on in a unity and uniformity of worfliip by all of that 
nation, till Manajfeh made the fchifm that hath been mentioned, and flee- 
ing to Samaria, did there fct up altar againft altar, and temple againil tem- 
ple. For after he had built that temple on mount Gerisim, and therein 
cieflcd an altar in oppofition to that at Jerufalem, the Samaritans and 
apoftatc Jews, who revolted to them, would no longer allow Jerufalem. 
to be the place which God had chofen; but contended that mount Geri- 
xim was that place, and argued for it in the fame manner as the woman of 
Samaria did unto our Saviour, that is, that their fathers worfliippcd in 
i hat mountain. For they plead that there * Abraham, and there " Jacob 
built altars unto God, and by their offering up of facririccs on them, con- 
fecrated that place above all others to his worfliip, and that therefore it 
was appointed by God himfclf to be the hill ' of blcfling on the coming 
of the children of Jfrael out of Egypt % and that accordingly Jojbu* on his 
entering the land of Canaan had caufed the blcflings of God to be decla- 
red thereon ; and alfo that on his having palTed the river Jordan* he built 
an altar on it, of twelve (loncs taken out of that river in his paflagc, r ac- 
cording as God had commanded by Mofes. And this they hold to be the 
very altar upon which they Hill facrifice on that mountain, even to this 
day. But to make out this laft part of the argument, and thereby recon- 
cile the greater veneration to mount Gerizim, and their place of worfliip 
thereon, they have been guilty of a very great prevarication in corrupting 
the text. For whereas the command of God is fDeut. xxvii. 4.) that they 
fliould fct up the altar upon mount Ebal, they have there made a facrilc- 
gious change in the next, and iniicad of mount Ebal have put mount Ge- 
rizim, the better to fcrve their caufc by it. This corruption the Jews 
loudly charge them with, and the Samaritans do as loudly retort it upon 
them, and fay that the Jews have corrupted the text in that place, by 
putting mount Ebal in their copies, where it fliould be mount Gerisim ; 
and bring this argument for it, that mount Gerizim having been the 
mountain that was appointed whereon to declare the blcflings of God, and 
mount Ebal, whereon to denounce his curfes ; the mountain of blcfling 
was very proper, and the mountain of curflng very improper for an altar 
• of God to be built upon. But not withflanding this allegation in their bc- 
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Italf, aU other copies and translations of the 'Pentateuch makeagaintt them, 
and prove the corruption to be op their fide. And ic very much aggra- 
vates their guile herein, that they have not only corrupted the fcriptures 
in this place, but have alfo interpolated them with this corruption in ano.- 
iher, that is, in the xx" k chapter of ExoJuf, where * after the tenrb com* 
mandmcnt chcy have fubjoiued, by way of an additional precept thereto* 
words taken out of die xi" and xxvii* chapters of 'Deuteronomy, to com- 
mand the erc&ing of the altar in mount Qerizim in f lead of mount Eb*l> 
and the offering of faerificcs to God in that place. And in that they have 
thus voluntarily made a corrupt alteration in one place, and a corrupt ad- 
dition in another, merely our of deUga to fcrve an ill caufe, this gives the 
lefs authority to their copy in all other places, where cither by alterations 
or additions it differs from that of the Jews. 

These two mountains, called Ge-riziim and EbaL, are in the tribe of 
Epbraim near SajHar'u^ and in t,h? vaJUcy between them lyeth Sbccbcr$ y 
now called Naploxs, which bath becathe head feat of the Samaritan fee} 
ever fincc JUxandcr compelled thcoa oyc of Samaria for the death of A*r 
drotMcbju. This place the Jew* iaour Saviour's time, by way of reproach, 
called Sicbar, and therefore wo have it fo named in * Sr. 7^Vs gofpeL Ic 
fignifyeth tbc drunken city ; awl the prophet IJkiab having caJJed the 
Epbraimues (whofe dwelling was io thofe parts),'' Siccorvp, i.e. Z>r««- 
k*rds, they have this text on tbeir fide for the jollifying of that name. 
Near this place was the 6eld ' which jfatob bought of the children of £f*~ 
war, and gave unto .?<>/?/!/> his fan a little before his death. Therein J<h 
feph's bones * were buried, when brought up out of the land of Egypt ; 
and within the fame plot of ground was. the wc,U, called J*cob:$ w, R y, 
' at which our Saviour fat down when he dtfcQiufed the wpjnap pf Sam*\- 
rU. But after all the contcit that is made between (he famaritatu and 
the Jews, about thpfc two mountains, ' Jtrm is ppfiriyp, (hat neither qf 
them were the Gcrixim and Ebafof the holy fcripjrures, but that the cwp 
mountains fo called in them, and on which (be hie/Tings and the curgngs 
were proclaimed by the children Qflfrae/,w their fiiftpa/Tu^pyerJ^f/* 
into the Und of C***4*. were two CniU mpunrainspr hjiJs lyingpear Jericfa, 
at a great dUUnce from Sbeebtm. And Epifilraviu* was of the fame opinion 
with J trow in this matter i and they having been both upon .the place, may 
rail be thought (he heft able to pafs a true judgment abpur ir. Their ar- 
guments for it arc, «% Tha*(he fcrjptwes place thefe two moyntaifls pyer 
againft that part of the river 7<y«fc* where the .children pf /y^/pa/Ted in- 
to the laud Pf GfeMMb AndJaeaj G'flgfil ; but Sherbemxs « a great diftancc 
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from both. And, t.*\ That the mountains near Shechemi called mount Ge- 
rizim and mount Ebal, are at too great a diftance from each other, for 
the people from either of them to hear either the bleffings or the curfings 
which were pronounced from the other ; but that it would be quite other- 
wife as to the hills near Jericho* which they conceive to be the hills by the 
names of Gerizim and Ebal meant in fcripture. But that hill from which 
Jot ham, the fon of Gideon, made his fpeech to the Shechemites, being 
« called Gerizim, and that certainly lying juft over them (for otherwife 
they could not have heard him from thence) this clearly makes againft this 
opinion, and evidently proves the mount Gerizim of the holy fcriptures 
to be that very mount Gerizim, on which the temple of the Samaritans 
was built. . . 

The Jews accufe the Samaritans of two pieces of idolatry, which 
h they fay were committed by them in this place. Thefirft, that they there 
worlhipped the image of a dove ; and the other, that they paid divine ado- 
ration to certain Teraphim, or idol gods, there hid under that mountain. 
For the firft charge, they took the handle from the idolatry of the AJfy- 
rians. For that people having worlhipped one of their deities (Simiramis 
5 MthDiodoras Siculus) under the image of a dove, they reproached the 
Samaritans as worfliippers of the like image, becaufe defcended from 
themj arid perchance they were fo while they wormipped their other gods 
with the God of ifraelj but never afterwards. And as to the fecond 
charge, it's true Jacob having found out that Rachel had ftollen her fa- 
ther's Teraphim, or idol gods, took them from her, k and buried them 
under the oak in Shechem, which they fuppofe to have been at the foot of 
the mountain Gerizim ; and from hence, becaufe the Samaritans worlhip- 
ped God in that mountain, the Jews fuggeft that they worlhipped there 
for the fake of thefe idols, and paid divine adoration unto them. But 
both thefe charges were malicious calumnies falfly imputed to them. For 
after the time that Manajfeh brought the law of Mofes among them, and 
inftrufted them in it, the Samaritans became as zealous worlhippers of the 
true God, and as great abhorrers of all manner of idolatry, as the moft 
rigorous of the Jews themfelves, and fo continue even to this day. 

And with this laftaft of NehemiaFs reformation, and the expulfion of 
thofe refractory Jews that would not conform to it, not only the firft 
period of TkinieFs feventy weeks, but alfo the holy fcriptures of the Old 
Tejiament ending, I lhall here alfo end this book, and proceed to relate 
what after followed from the beginning of the next. 
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BOOK VII. 

|Hus far we have had the light of fcripture to follow. A „ ^ 
Henceforth the books of the Maccabees* Thihjudeus^ Dariis ' 
Jofephus, and the Greek and Latin writers^ are. the r ^ othtt » 
, only guides which we can have to lead us thorough the 1 

future feries of this hiftory, till we come to the times 
j of the gofpel of Jejits Cbrift. How long after this 
Nehemiah lived at Jerufalem, is uncertain ; itismoft 
likely, that he continued in his government to the time of his death, but 
when that happened is no where faid, only it may be obferved, that at 
the time where he ends his book, he could not be much lefs than fe vent y 
years old. After him, there feems not to have been any more gbver- 
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nors oijudea, but that this countrey being added to the prefe&ure of Syria, 
was thenceforth wholly fubjeded to the governor of that province, and 
that under him the high-prieft had the truft of regulating all affairs 

therein. . . _ , _ , , „ , 

While 'Darius was making war againft the Egyptians and the Arabi- 
ans* the " Medes revolted from him, but being vanquiftied in battel they 
were foon forced again to return to their former allegiance ; and for the 
punifhment of their rebellion, fubmit to an heavier yoke of fubjection than 
they had on them before ; as is always the cafe of revolting fubjefts, when 
reduced again under the power againft which they rebelled. 
Av.ipl. And the next year after 'Darius feems to have had as good fuccefs 
Darius againft the Egyptians. For Amyrtaus being dead (perchance {lain in bat- 
Nothus H er0( i otus >> 'tells us, his fon Taufiris fucceeded him in the kingdom by 
the favour of the Terjians ; which argues, that before they granted him 
this, they had reduced Egypt again under them, otherwife Tau/iris could 
not have been made King of it by their favour. 

<DARIVS having thus Settled his affairs in Media and Egypt, c fent 
Cyrus his younger fon to be commander in chief of all the provinces of 
leffer AJia, giving him authority paramount over all the lieutenants and go- 
vernors afore placed in them. He was a very young man to be entrufted 
with fo large an authority. For having been born after his father's accef- 
lion to the throne," he could not have heen now above fixteen years old. 
But being the darling, and beft beloved fon of Taryfatis, who. had an ab- 
solute afcendant over the old King her husband, fhe obtained this com- 
miffion for him, with an intention, no doubt, to put him into a capacity 
of contending for the crown after his father's death, and this ufe he ac- 
cordingly made of it, to the great damage and difturbance of the. whole 
<PerJian empire, as will be hereafter related. 

On his receiving his commiffion, d he had this chiefly given him in 
charge by his father, that he fhould help the Lacedamonians againft the 
Athenians, contrary to the wife meafures hitherto obferved by Tiffapher- 
nes, and the other governors of the Terjian provinces in thofe parts. For 
their practice hitherto had been, fometimes by helping one fide and fome- 
times by helping the other, fo to balance the matter between both parties, 
that each being kept up to be a match for the other, both might continue 
to harraf3and weaken each other by carrying on the war, and neither be 
at leifure to difturb the Ter/ian empire. This order of the King's, for a 
contrary pra&ice, foon difcovered the weaknefs of his politics. For the 
Lacedamonians having by the help which Cyrus gave them, according to 
his father's inftru&ions, foon overpowered the Athenians, and gain'd an 
abfolute conqueft over them, they were no fooner at leifure from this war, 
but they fent firft Thimbro, and after him e Dercyllidas, and at Iaft Agefiiaus 
their King, to invade the 'PerJtaH provinces in Afia% where they did the 
Terjians a great deal of damage, and might at length have endangered the 
whole empire, but that the Terfiansby diftributing; vaft fums of money 
among the Grecian cities, and the demagogues that governed them, found 
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means to rekindle the war again in Greece, which ncccllitated the Laeedx* 
monians to recal their forces tor their own defence, jufl when they were 
going to march into the heart of that empire, and rhcrefrrikc at the very 
vitals of ic. So dangerous a thing is it in neighbouring ftatcs to break the 
balance of power which is between them, fo as to put any one of them in- 
to a capacity of opprelling and over-powering the rell. And this instance 
nlfo thews, that ic is no new thing for the managers of publick affairs, ro 
barter away their national intcrclt for their private gain, and fell ic for mo- 
ney, even to thofe whom they have moll rcafon always co hate, and al- 
ways to be aware of. 

C7~R VS at Sardis • having put to death two noble Terfians, who were An. *of. 
fons to a filler of 'Darius, for no other reafon, but that they did not on R^JJ* 
their meeting of him wrap up their hands within their flceves, as was ufed "* 
to be done among the Perfians on their meeting of the King: Darius, on 
complaint made hereof by the parents of the flain, was gricvoufly offend- 
ed, not only for the death of his two nephews, butalfo for the preempti- 
on of his fon, in challenging tohimfclf the honour which was due only to 
the King ; and therefore not thinking it fit any longer to trull him with 
that government, recalled him co court, on pretence that he was fick, and 
therefore defired to fee him. ,Buc before Cyrus did puc himfelf upon this 
journey, ' he ordered fuch large fublidicsto Ly fonder general of the Lace- 
dxtnonians, as enabled him to pay his fleet, and ftrengthen it fo far, as to 
put it in that condition, by virtue whereof he gained that memorable vi- 
ctory over the Athenians at the Goats River in the Hclle/pont, whereby 
he abfolutely overthrew the Athenian flatc. For after this they being no 
longer able to defend tbcmfelvcs, he took from them all their cities in 
Afta, and having bcficged Athens itfclf, .forced them to a furrender, on 
the very hard conditions of difmamling their city, and giving up their 
fleer, which did put an end to the Athenian power, and veiled the go- 
vernment of Greece wholly in the Lacedxtnonians, after they and the Athe-. 
nians had contended for it in a very bitter war full feven and twenty years. 
This was called the Teloponnefian war, and is made very famous by the 
excellent accounts which arc written of it by Tbucydidcs and Xenophon,'. 
two of the bell hillorians Greece ever had, their writings having ennobled, 
it in the fame manner as Homer's did the war of Troy. 

About the lime of the ending; of this war e dicd 'Darius Not bus King 
of Pcrjia, after he had reigned) nineteen years. Before his death Cyrus 
was come to him, and his mother Paryfat is the Queen, to whom he was 
the beft beloved of all her children, : not being .content to. have made his 
peace with his father, ,whom he had greatly offended by his male-admini- 
llration in, his government, preftcdjhard upon the. old King: to. have him 
declared the heir of his.crown, upon the fame pretence whereby Xerxes- 
hid obtained the preference before his elder, brothers in the. time; of Dor, 
rius Hyjfajpis ; that is, that he was born after bis father came to the crown* 
and the other before, iiut 'Darius rcfufing. to comply with her herein,, 
bequeathed to Cyrus only the government of thofe provinces which he. 
had before, and left his crown to Arfaccs his eldefi fon by.thefaraeri^ry- 
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fatis, whoonhisafcending the throne took the name of Artaxerxes, and 
is the fame to whom the Greeks, for his extraordinary memory, gave the 
name of Mnevton, r. e. the rememberer. When his father lay a dying, 
and he was attending on him at his ded-fide, he defired to be inilrufled 
by him, by what art it was that he had fo happily managed the government, 
and fo long preferved himfelf in it, to the end that he, by following the 
fame rule, might attain the fame fuccefs; to which 11 he had this memora- 
ble anfwer give him by the dying King, That it was by doing in all things 
that which was juji both towards Gad and man ; a faying worthy to be writ- 
ten up in letters of gold in the palaces of princes, that having it conftant- 
ly in their view, they might be put in mind to order all their actions ac- 
cording to it. 

/f*.4<^. CTRVS ' being difcovered to have laid a plot for the murdering of 
Armcr- rfrtaxerxej in the temple at Tafargada, when he was to come thither ac- 
*" ' " cording to the ancient cuftom to be inaugurated King, was taken into cu- 
ilody for the treafon, and ordered to be put to death for it. Bur his mo- 
ther Tory fatis was fo importunate with Artaxerxes for the faving of his 
life, that at length by her means he obtained his pardon, and was fenc 
again into the leflcr Afia, unto the government left him by his father's will. 
But carrying thither with him his ambition, and alfo his refentments for 
the danger of bis hfe which be was put into, he took fuch courfes for the 
gratifying of thefe pafiions, which foon made his brother repent of his 
clemency towards him. 

A s foon. as Artaxerxtt was fettled in the throne, k Stat'rra his Queen, 
who for her great beauty was very much beloved by him, made ufe of 
her power with him to be revenged on Vdiajtes, for the death of her bro- 
ther Ttvittuchmes. The whole matter had its rife in the reign of 'Darius, 
and was a complication of adultery, inceft and murther, which caufed 
great diiturbanccs in the royal family, and ended very tragically upon all 
that were concerned in it. The father of Statira was Htdarnes a noble 
Verfian^ and governor of one of the principal provinces of the empire. 
Artaxerxes the King's eldeft fon, then called Arfaces, falling in love with 
her rook her to wife; and Teriteucbmes, her brother, about the fame time 
married Hamefiris % one of the daughters of Darius, and After of AY faces ; 
by reafon of which marriage on the death of his father he fucceeded him 
it* his government. But having a fitter named Rax ami of as great beauty 
as Sfiatit*, and excellently skiH'd" in archery and the throwingof the darr, 
he fell defperaiely. in love with her, and that he might with- the greater 
freedom have the enjoyment of his luft upon her, he refolved to make 
away with Hamefiris, and rebel againft tfte King. Of which wicked de- 
figns 'Darius having notice, engaged' Ddraflcs, a chief confident of Teri- 
teucbmes, by great rewards and grearen promifes, to endeavour to pre- 
vent both by cutting ottTeriteuehmes. This Vdia/fes, to earn the rewards, 
readily undertook, and falling upon Tcriteutbtncs flew him, and thereon 
had the government of his province conferred on him for his reward. Mi- 
tbridates, thefon of Vdia/fes, being one of Tor it cue hm?*'* guard', and en- 
gaged much in fricndfliip andafTecHon to him, on the hearing of rh'rs fact 
of his father's, bitterly imprccated-vengeance upon him-for it-; and-in-ab- 
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horrcnce of what was donefei?.ed the city Z*ris % and there declaring for 
the fon of Teritenebmes rebelled againft the King. Hut Darius having 
foon ma ft ere d this revolt, and (hut up Mithridates within his fortrefs, g6t 
all the family of Hidarnes, excepting the foh of Teriteaebmet, \vhom Mi- 
tbridates protected, into his power, and delivered them into the hands of 
'Paryfatis to execute her revenge upon them for the ill ufage of her daugh- 
ter ; who having caufed Roxm* in the firil place to be fawn in two, who 
was the chief caufe of all the mifchicf, ordered all the reft to be put to 
death, only at the earneft entreaty and importunate tears of Arfacet /he 
fpared Statira his beloved wife, contrary to the fentimcnts of 'Daritis, who 
told her, that fhe would afterwards havereafon to repent of it, and fo ac- 
cordingly it hapned. Thus this matter Hood at the death of 'Darius; but 
Arfaces was no fooncr fettled on (he throne, but Statira prevailed with 
him to have Vdiajics delivered into her hands, whereon Hie commanded 
his tongue to be drawn out at his neck, and thus cruelly did put him to 
death, in revenge for the part which he aftcd in the ruin of her family, 
and made Mithridates his fon, for the arTefhon he exprefled fo it, go- 
vernor of the province in his Head. But Taryfstis bitterly refenting this 
fad, in revenge hereof poifdned the fon of Teriteue hmes, and not long af- 
ter Stattr*hcr{c\f t in the manner as will be hereafter related. This gives 
us inftances of thebitternefs of woman's revenge, and alfo of the exorbi- 
tant liberties which fuch are apt to run into of doing all manner of wiefc- 
cdnefsr who being pot above all reftraint of laws, hove nothing but arbi- 
trary will and plcafure to govern thcmfclves by. 

CTR*l)S dcfigning ar war againft his brother, 1 empfoyed C/earchus a Am -J& 
Lacedemonian caprain roraifc an army of Greeks for his fervice, which he 
lifted with a pretence of making war with xhcTbracians t but they being 
maintained by Cjrraw's money, were kept on foot for the executing of thofe 
defigns which he was forming againft the King. Akibiader the Athenian 
- finding out the true end for which thefe levies 1 were made, parted over 
into the province of <Pbar*a1tatiu* with purpofe td go ro the Teffian court, 
there to make known to Artatrerxes what was a brcWingagainfthim. But 
thofe who were the partiwns of the Lacedietnciiransat Athens, fearing 
great genius of tharnun, did let them know, that their affairs could not 
long ftand unlefs he were cutoff; whereon they Tent to Tharnaaassof t6 
have him put to death,, and he accordingly executed what they defircd; 
and in his death the Athenians loikthd great hopes they had conceived Of 
fpcedily again recovering by him their former' ftoteV For had he got to 
the Terjiatt court, he Wouldfo far have merited' the favour of Artdx'er- 
xesy by the difcovcry which' he intended to makef urtro hity a<s rio doubt 
he would have gotten his affiilance for the reftoradon of hfs counrrey; 
and with that aftiftance,- a< perfon of his valour? and other great abilities 
would have tumed therfcales, and again fer tiM& AtheiliW* as-high as ever; 
and brought ihc Laeed#ntonU*s aslow at they had 1 brdughr them ; for the 
preventing of which the Laeed*mtmian* took thceourfe'df having him cut 
off, in the manner as 1! have mentioned. 

Tub cities that were under the government of- Tija/ber/ter revolting /f*<fo*. 
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from him to Cyrus, ■ this produced a war between them ; and Cyrus, un- 
der the pretence of arming againft Tijfaphernes, went more openly to work 
in getting forces together; and to blind the matter the more, he wrote 
letters of heavy complaints to the King againft Titfaphernes, and prayed in 
thehumbleft manner his favour and protection againft him ; by which Ar- 
taxerxes being deceived, thought all the preparations which he was making 
were againft Tifapberues on\y,and not beingatall difpleafed that they mould 
be at variance with each other, took no farther care of the matter, but 
permitted his brother to go on £lill to raife more forces, till at length he 
had got an army on foot fufficient to put his defignsin execution, for the 
dethroning of him, and the fettingup of himfelf in hisftead. Andfincehe 
had helped the Lacedemonians againft the Athenians, and thereby put 
them into a capacity of gaining thofe victories over them, whereby they 
had made themfelves mafters of Greece, in confidence of the friendfhip 
which he had merited from them thereby, he communicated his defigns 
unto them, and asked their affiftance for the accomplilhing of them, which 
they readily granted, and ordered their fleet to join that under Tamus, Cy- 
rus's admiral, and obey fuch orders as that prince mould give them. But 
this they did without declaring any thing againft Artaxerxes, or pretend- 
ing to know at all of the defigns which Cyrus was carrying. on againft him. 
With this caution they thought fit to aft, while the event of the war was 
uncertain, that in c^e Artaxerxes gained the victory, they might not, by 
what they did in favour of his enemy, draw on them his refentments 
for it. 

^». 4 oi. At length Cyrus having raifed all thofe forces which he thought fuffi- 
Artax- dent for his defigns, and muftered them all together, 0 he marched with 
eries 4. them directly againft his brother. He was followed in this expedition by 
thirteen thoufand Greeks, under the command of Clearchus (which were 
the flower and main ftrength of his army) and by an hundred thoufand 
of other forces, raifed from among the Barbarians. Artaxerxes having 
notice of this ftomTifaphernes, who polled to the Ter/ian court to give 
him information of it, prepared to meet him with a numerous army. Cv- 
r«j's greateft difficulty^ was topafs the ftreights of Cilicia, where Siennejis, 
King of that countrey, was making: ready to flop his progrefs, and would 
certainly have efFedted it, but; that Tamils, and the Lacedamonians with 
their fleet, coming upon the coatts of that countrey, diverted him to de- 
fend his own territories. For a fmall.guard, in thofe narrow pafles, might 
be fufficient to impede the march of thfe greateft army. But after Cyrus had 
by this means got through them, he then marched on without any farther 
difficulty or obftruftion, till he came, to the plains of ' Cunaxa, in the pro- 
vince of Babylon, where Artaxerxes. meeting him with an army of nine 
hundred thoufand men, .inhere came: to a decifive battel between them, 
in which Cyrus railily ven turing his perloh too far intbithe heat of the bat- 
tel, was .unfortunately. ;flain,, after, his Auxiliary Greeks had in a manner 
gotten the victory for him. This put thofe Greeks'mio a great diftreTs. For 
they were now at a great diftance fromitheir own:homes,In the^eart- of 
the 'Perfian empire, and there furrounded with the numerous forces of a 
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conquering army, and had no way to return again into Greece, but by 
breaking thorough them, and forcing their retreat through a vaft tract of 
their enemies countrey, which lay between them and home. But their va- 
lour and refolution mattered all thefe difficulties. For the next day after, 
having on confutation together refolved to attempt their return by the 
way of Taphlagonia, they immediately fet themfelves on their march, and 
in fpight of all oppofitions from a numerous army oi'Per/ians, which coaft- 
ed them all the way, made a retreat of twothoufand three hundred twen- 
ty five miles, all the way through provinces belonging to the enemy, and 
got fafe to the Grecian cities on the Euxin fea, which was the longeft and 
the moft memorable retreat that was ever made through an enemy's coun- 
trey. Clearchus firft commanded in it, but he having in the beginning of 
it been cut off by the treachery of Tijfaphernes, it was afterward conduct- 
ed chiefly by Xendphon, to whofe valour and wifdom it was principally 
owing, that they at length got fafely again into Greece. The fame Xeno- 
phon having written a large account of this expedition, the preparations 
that were made for it, and the retreat of the Greeks from the place of the 
battle after it was loft, and that book being ftill exant, and published in 
the Englijh language, I need fay no more, than refer the reader to it for 
a full hiftory of all this matter. 

' T SAMMITICHD S, who was defcended from the ancient Pfam- 
mitichus that was King of Egypt fome ages before, and of whom I have 
ipoken in the firft book of this hiftory* reigned over the Egyptians after 
Panjiris. To him fled Tamus, Cyrus's admiral.. For after the death of 
that prince, Tijfaphernes being fend down into his former government, 
with an enlargement of power, (as having, in reward of the great fervice 
which he had done the King in the late war, the fame command given 
him in thofe parts that Cyrus had,) all the governors ofthofe cities anddi- 
ftricfs, within the verge of his authority, who had efpoufed theintereftof 
Cyrus, fearing the account which he might call them to for it, fent their 
agents to make their peace with him on the beft terms they could. Only 
Tamus, who was the moft powerful of them, took another courfe. He 
was by birth an Egyptian of the city of Memphis, and being a perfon of 
great valour, and of great skill in maritim affairs, he was firft employed by 
Tijfaphernes in the "Per/tan fleet, and afterwards, under Cyrus, became 
chief commander of it, and alfo governor of Ionia ; by which means ha- 
ving amaffed great wealth, inftead of courting the favour of Tijfaphernes, 
or at all trufting to his clemency, he put his wife, children, and fervants, 
with all elfe that he had, on board his mips, and made his retreat into his 
own countrey, much confiding in the friendfhip of PJammitichus, which 
he had merited by many good offices that he had done him, while he fer- 
ved the Perjtans. But the perfidious man having no regard to former ob- 
ligations, or the common laws either of humanity or hofpitality, as foon 
as he had received an account of his arrival, and of the great riches which 
he brought with him, for the fake of them, inftead of receiving him as a 
friend, he fell upon him as an eneny, and having flain him, with all his fa- 
mily and followers, made a prey of all that they had. Only Gaus, one of 
hie fonc, flaying behind in *4/?*, cfcaped this maflacre, and afterwards 
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became admiral of the Terfian fleet in the Cyprian war ; all the reft were 
barbaroufly murthered for the fake of what they had. Such horrid wick- 
iedneffes doth .the greedy defire of gain too often prompt men to, when 
they give up their minds to it. But providence, no doubt, fufFered it not 
■to go unpunifhed, thqugh we have no account of it ; this barbarous mur- 
der being the only act that hiftory hath recorded of this prince. 

STATIRA being very troublefome to Paryfatis her mother-in-law, 
in exprefling her refentments and reproaches, for the countenance which 
flie gave unto Cyrtts her younger fon againft King Artaxerxes, to be re- 
venged for this, and other grudges formerly conceived againft her, q ihe 
caufed her to be poifoned, which was effefted by this ftratagem. They 
flipping both together, and a certain bird being ferved up at table, which 
was a great rarity among the 'Perjiaus, it was divided between her and her 
daughter-in-law, by a knife poifoned on one fide only ; that part which 
Was .cut off on the unpoifoned fide of the knife was given to "Paryfatis, 
and ihe having eaten it, this encouraged Statira without any fufpicion to 
eat the other part, which was cut off on the poifoned fide of the knife, 
and lhe diedpf it within a few hours after. The lofs of this his much be- 
loved W.ife greatly afni.£te.d AKtaxerxes,zndL therefore afterwards full difco- 
very having been made how it came topafs, he banifliedhis mother to Ba- 
bylon ioTf, it, and for fqme years after never faw her ; but at length, time 
paying rnpUified his grief and refentments, he permitted her again to re- 
turn to court, and from that- time ihe, made it her chief bufinefs to. hu- 
mour rumij^ fifing,, right or> wrong, and no more crofled him in 
any thing, whatfpeyejr; it was, : .that he..had »n inclination to do; and. by 
Ltys inf'ans flic regained her jntereft with hira> and held it to her death. 
She w^s a n^'qlt crafty wprpanj and, Pf great understanding and penetration 
in all af|airs,,and pf as, great wickednefs, as what is above related of her 
^pt^ f^cientiy ft\^w.. !, " , 
f na f°- . TISSA^^ERJ^E^b^ fettled in his government, and with that 
«xes 5-. enlargement pf power which I have mentioned, ' he began to fet hard up- 
on the .'Gr^o/t. cities in.thofg.parts.; whereon they feat to, the J*upd*mo- 
fiiatts to pjca^. ijhpir, pr ot^^ipn, ag^pft turn, and they being now freedfrom 
that long \yar which .they had W«h the Athsnitinsx gladly laid hold, of this 
pecafion of again breaking vyi<[h the W<fr/fam> *nd fextThimbvQ iato thofe 
parts with fR4r^y.aga^nja:.tte©,.9r¥.ph being ftrengthened by theconjun- 
ftion of tho^e forces to.it wQp&Xeppfbm brought back from "per/ta^nd 
fuch others s*s were r^ifed put of $he Gxefiim cities which he came to pro- 
tect, he took the field vijith it againft Tijfophernes, an.d L wore, out the time 
of his, government iryfeyeral military aftions in that co.un.trey> in which he 
hid fome £?w, -1gut npje any.gjjea,? fucGefles. . 
An. 399. . But f h,e haying kept very bad discipline ia his .army, and permitted 
Artax- his foldiers, -to, make great depredations, on the rallies,, eomplainc was< made 
erxes 6. hereof to th^dee^ampnmmx wherepathey knt%>ercylljg'as£ofakQ< charge 
of that war uxhis ftead, who being an able, general, as. well as a, moflj excel- 
lent engineer, (which laft he. was more particularly famp»s ; foe), he ma- 
naged, it with better order, and mucfe bet^r -fucceis ; : and TMrnbrn, being 
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called home to anfwer for what he was accufed of, and convicted of it, 
was fent into banilhment for the punifhment of his crime. 

T> ERCTL L IDAS, after he had entered on his charge, c finding that 
he was not ftrong enough to wage war with Tijfaf hemes and Tharnaba- 
zus both together, refolved to agree with one of them, that thereby 
he might be the better enabled to encounter the other ; and therefore ha- 
ving, according to thisfcheme, made peace with Tijfaphernes, he marched 
againil Tharnabazus with all his forces, and took from him all Aiolis, and 
difpolTefied him of feveral cities befides in thofe parts; whereon Thdrna- 
bazus, fearing that he might invade Thrygia&Ko, where was the chief feat 
of his government, was glad to make a truce with him, to be fecured 
from his farther inl'ults. 

About" this time Conor., by the means of Cte/ias the Cnidian, who was 
chief phyfician to Artaxerxes, procured peace from that King for Eua- 
goras of Salamine in the ifland of Cyprus. This Euagoras having expelled 
Abdymon the Citian out of that city, where he was governor for the. Ter- 
/ian King, fet himfelf up in his Head, and reigned there as King of that 
place many years. Conon having been one of the generals of the Athenians 
at the battel of the Goates Ri-uer, w as foon as he faw all was there brought 
to adefperate point, made hisefcape with nine of the Athenian mips, and 
having fent one of them to At hens, to acquaint his citizens with the ill fate 
of the battel, fled With the reft to this Euagoras, with whom he had con- 
tracted a former frjiendflup, and there continuing with him, made ufe of 
the intereft he had, with the faid Cte/ias at the Ter/ian court, to do his 
friendr this; good office. For, Cte/ias .'being chief phyfician. to Artaxerxes 
(as I have already faid) . was much in his favour, and had a great intereft 
with him. He was : x at firft phyfician to Cyrushis brother, and followed 
him to the battel in which he was! flam, : where: being taken prifoner, he 
was made ufe of to cure Artaxerxes of the wounds received by him in 
that battel, in which having well fucceeded, he was retained as.chief phy* 
fician in ordinary to that Kingj and lived with himun that quality feven- 
teen years. While he refided at this court, having well informed himfelf 
in the hiftories of thofe countries ^he wrote them in twenty three books. 
The fix firft of them contained an account of the empire of the AJjyrians 
and Babylonians,, from the time of 1 Nihus and Semiramis, tO that of Cy- 
rus; the other feventeen .were of the affairs oiTer/ia, from the beginning 
of the reign of Cyrus,, to the third year of the ninety fifth olympiad, which 
was coincident with the year before Chrift 398, the very next immediately 
following after this of which I now write. For here IDiodorusSiculus * tells 
us it ended. And.he wrote alfo .ah hiftory of India. Out. of both thefe 
jPhotius hath written; extracts, and: thefe arealithe remains,which are ex- 
tant of his writings. , He often b contradicts Herodotus, and in fome things 
alfo differs from Xenophon. We find but a poor character of him among 
the ancients, c they generally fpeaking of him sis a fabulous writer ; yet 
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Diodorus Siculus and Trogus 'Pompeirts take moft of that from him which 
they have written of the Aflyrian affairs. For he having profefled, 11 that all 
which he wrote was taken out of the royal records of ^Perjia, in which 
all tranfactions were, according to a law there ordained for this purpofe, 
faithfully regiftred, this impofed on many to give him more credit than he 
deferved. For that there were fuch royal records then in Terjia, in which 
all the affairs and tranfa&ions of the government were faithfully entered, 
was a thing well known ; and the books of Ezra and EJiber ' give us a 
teftimony of them. And his appealing to thofe records for the { truth of 
what he wrote, was the readieft way he could take to gain authority there- 
to. While he lived in the Terjian court, he was employed by the Greci- 
ans, as their common follicitor in moft of the bufinefles which they had 
there depending; and in this quality Conon made ufe of him in the affair 
I have mentioned. 

This year f the Athenians put Socrat.es to death for contemning their 
gods. He was the father of the moral philofophy of the Greeks, and a 
very excellent perfon ; but finding the theology of his countrey-men too 
grofs for a wife man to follow, he endeavoured to reform it among his 
fcholars ; for which being accufed, as one that believed not in the gods 
that the city believed, and corrupted the youth, he was condemned to 
death for it, and accordingly executed, being then full feventy years old. 
But afterwards the Athenians repenting of it did put all to death that had 
an hand in the profecution that was made againft him. 

DE R CTLLIDAS having made the truce with Tbarnabazas that 
is above mentioned, marched into Bitbynia, 6 and there took up his win- 
ter quarters. While he was there, meflengers came to him from Laceda<- 
mon to let him knowi that his command was continued for another year ; 
and by them he was aha. acquainted, that.it had been defired by theGr<?- 
cian cities in the TbracianOberfonefits, that the Ijtbmus of that Teninjula 
might be fortified with a wall, to fecure them from the Thracian free- 
booters, who continually made inroads upon them, and laid their lands 
wafte, fo that they were difcouraged from manuring them. 
Att 3?8 And therefore having the next fpring again made a truce with Thar- 
Artaxer- nabazus, h he marched with his army into the Cherfonefus or 'Peninfula 
x " 7 - above mentioned, and there built the wall which was defired; within 
which he included eleven Grecian cities ; whereby they being fecured 
from all farther ravages of the barbarians, thenceforth fafely manured their 
lands, and in great plenty reaped the fruits of them. On his return into 
Ionia, after this work was finiflied, he found that a company of banditi 
having fortified the city of Atama againft him, from thence made great 
depredations on the adjoining countries ; this neceffitated him to fit down 
in a formal fiege before it, which coft him eight months time before he 
could reduce it. 

e PHAR NABAZ'V S, after the fecond truce with Dercyllidas, ' made 
a journey to the Terjtan court, and there accufed Tiffaf hemes to the King, 
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for the peace which he had made with c Dercyllidas, blaming him, that 
whereas he ought to have joyned with him, for the driving of thofe Gre- 
cians out of AJia, he had l'candaloufly bought a peace of them* and there- 
by contributed to the maintaining of them there at the King's expences, 
and to the great damage of his affairs. This no doubt contributed much, 
to the creating of that fufpicion in the King, of that great commander of 
his, which being afterwards encreafed by other caufes, at length made him 
refolve on his ruine. And at the fame time confultation being had, how 
the mifchiefs which the King fuffered from this invafionof the Lacedamo- 
nians might be beft remedied, c Pharnabazus earneftly prefixed him forth- 
with to equip a great fleet, and make Conon the Athenian, thenanexilein 
Cyprus, admiral of it, who was looked upon as the ableft commander of 
his time for a fea war, telling him, that hereby he would make himfelf ma- 
tter of the feas, and that this would put him in a condition to obflrucT: 
the paflages of all farther recruits from the Lacedamonians into AJia y 
which would foon put an end to their power in thofe parts. And Eua- 
goras the Cyprian having at the fame time made the fame propofal, and 
offered his afliftance in it, Artaxerxes was prevailed upon by their concur- 
rent advice, to refolve upon what they propofed. And therefore having 
delivered to 'Pharnabazus five hundred talents out of his treafury, he fenc 
him with orders to get ready fuch a fleet as he had advifed, and to make 
Conon the admiral of it. And accordingly Conon had his commiflion, and 
all hands were fet to work on the coafts of Thienicia, Syria and Cilicia, 
to make ready the fleet that was to be under his command. 

^DERCTLLIT>AS t after he had reduced Atarna y and fet a ftrong yf». 397 . 
garrifon therein, k marched into Carta, where Tifaphernes had the chief Artaxer- 
feat of his refidence. For the Lacedamonians being made believe, that in xes ' 
cafe he were attacked there, he would, for the faving of that province, 
yield to all their demands, they fent fpecial orders to T>ercyllidas for the 
making of this expedition, wherein he had like to have loft all his army. 
For Tharnabazus having joyned Tiffapbernes, they marched both after 
him with a great army, and foon had him at fuch an advantage, that had 
they made ufe of it, and immediately fallen on him, they could not have 
failed of cutting him and all his forces in pieces. Tharnabazus was very 
earneft for making the aflault ; but Tiffaphernes having experienced the 
extraordinary valour of the Grecian troops, that followed Cyrus to the bat- 
tel of Cunaxa, dreaded all Grecians in arms ever fince, thinking all of that 
nation to be of the fame valour and refolution with thofe which he had 
encountered with at that battel, and therefore could not be brought ro ha- 
zard any conflict with them ; but inftead of making ufe of the opportu- 
nity which he had in his hands, and abfolutely deftroyihg them, fent Heralds 
to Dercyllidas to invite him to a parley, in which propofals of peace ha- 
ving been offered on both fides, time was given for each to confult their ( 
principals, and in the interim a truce was agreed on between them. And 
thus Dercyllidas efcaped ruine only by the cowardice of his enemy, when 
there was nothing elfe that could have delivered him from it. 

One 1 Herod a Syracufian being in 'Phoenicia, and feeing a great many 
fliips there a new building, and learning that a great many more were ^^ et " 
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preparing on aU the eaafts of T-hcenicia* Syria and Cilicia, to make up a 
fleet fox feme extraordinary expedition, and fuppofing it could be only 
agaisiift she: Greeks* he went on board ehe firil fhip he could meet with 
that was bound fox-Greece, and haftenirag to. Lacedamon, informed the La~ 
ceAgntoniam of what was, a doing in thofe parts ; at which news they 
being terrifyedj and much confounded, as not knowing what courfe to 
take for the preventing; of themifchief that was, coming upon them, Ly~ 
y?E«^rpropoiedto themi the fending Agefilaus, whowas one of their Kings, 
into. Afa,. that by making a flrong aflauk there he might divert the ftorm' 
wherever elfe it was, intended. Which advice being approved of,. m Age~ 
JUwu was. accordingly fent with a great augmentation of forces 
there to take upon him the command which T)ercyliidas then, had, and 
profeeute the war with the utm oft vigour hecould in thofe parts ; andZy- 
fander, with fever-aL others of the principal Laced'*maniatis T to the num- 
ber of thirty, in all,, were fent with him* to aflift him. wich their caunfetin, 
this expedition. And this whole matter was, dife-atch'd with chat fpeed* 
andfeciiecyj that ^/j/?/<z«j- ( arrived utEp.hejiis, before any of theKing'sof- 
ficershadthe leaft intimation, of it. So that there being no< preparations 
made to. obftrucl: him, he took the field! as.foon as; he- arrived with trere 
thoufand foot and four thoufandi horfe, and. bore all: before him> where- 
ever he went. Whereon, Tijftighernes. fending. to ; him,, to; know for what 
end he came thither, AgeJJUtcs anfwecedj that it \Hsi to: reftore the Gre- 
ciait.cmes itijf/ia tp their, liberty ; hereonrai parley being appointed to;fcreafc 
of this matter between- them, Titfaghernes prayed a truce,, till he fhoult* 
fend. to. the King*, andi receive, his. inftcufiions what, to do herein . Ac- 
cordingly a, truce was. agreed,, and fwowi, oaboth- fides. , But. T.ijffaphvr- 
ne*. having little regard to.hi&oath,, made, no- other ufe of this truce* ■ than 
to. fend to the King, for more forces; and- to gain, a refpite till, they lliould 
arrive, was all thathe intended, by itw For as foon as thofe auxiliaries were 
joined hira* he fent to Age/i/aus, to denounce war againft him^ unlefs he 
immediately left the countrey; at which the Lacedamonians and confede- 
rates then ptefent were very, mueh.concerned, as fearing that the forces of 
Tiffafbernes, now augmented with his new auxiliaries,, might be toomuch 
faperior to be withftood by theirs, who. fearce amounted to a fourth part 
of their number. ButAgejZ/aas not being at all moved or difmayedithere- 
at, with a pleafant; countenance,, bid the embafladors who came with the 
meflagetell Tiffafhernes, that he was very much .beholden to him* in .that 
by his perjury, he had made the Gods, enemies to himfelf, arid friends to 
the G recians. And. thereon immediately drawing all his: forces together, 
he made a feint, as, if he intended. to invade Carta; but as foon as he un- 
derftood that he had thereby drawn all. the. 'Perjian forces into that pro- 
vince to defend it againft him,, he turned.lhort, , and marched direclly. into 
Thrygia, a province of the. government, of <Ebarnabazus, and where he 
had the chief feat of his.Refidence. Hiseomin&thither being wholly un^ 
expected,, he found nothing there in,a poiture. to refill him, , and therefore: 
over-run a great part of thepro.vince.witho.ut.any r oppofition, tilLhe came 
to T>afcylium y the place. of 2?^r»*^»j's.ufual.abode, where feme off his 
horfe meeting with a defeat, he marched ;back by the fea^coft into Ionia, 
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carrying with him vaft fpoils gotten in this expedition, and wintered at 
Epbefkt. 

N ETHER EDS faccccdmgT/kmmidchus in the kingdom of Egypt, 
•the Lacedemonians fent to him to foilicit his aid in their war againit the x« 10. 
Tfrfiatts, who thereon prefertted them with an hundred gaJlies for their 
fea war, and fix hundred rhoufand bnfltcls of corn for the fubfiftence of 
their forces. At this time Thorax, admiral of the Lacedemonians., held 
the maftery of the fcas, with a fleet of one hundred and twenty fail, who 
hearing at Rhodes, where he put in, that Cotton was with forty (hips at Cdu- 
nus, a city of Carra, fet fail thither, and beficged him in that place. Bar 
an army of 'Terjtans' coming to his fuccour, Tharax was forced to raifd 
rhe fiegc with difadvartrage, and return again to Rhodes; whereon Conoti 
having augmented his fleet to the number of eighty fail, took rftefcasand 
failed to the < Dorh CherfoWeJits; but he had not long beerr there; before" 
he was recalled by the Rhodidns. For they being WcaVy of die LatedJtno- 
nians, for fomc difordcrs an'cf infolencics there comrttitfed, drove rhcrh' 
thence, and'fcnr for Conon to protect them, aridVcceivdd hfni witnall'his 
fleet into their harbour. While he was there tne fliips which were' car- 
rying Nir/herfus's gift of corn to the Lace"d*tftonTdns put fri at Rhodes, riot? 
knowing of the change of the party Which had 1 been tncre lately made ; 
whereon Co/w/rhavingfehfcd 1 rncnt alii plentifully furhilfied froth hisflccr,' 
and 1 alfo that city, withthe freight* they were loaded with. After this he 
wasre-inforced with ninety othertBips, which came" to him from ThanicTd 
and Cilicia, whereby he was made much fupcriour to the La'cedsmoniansi 
and ftrong enough to' have effected all that was expeflbd- from him ; but 
he Was hirtdcrctfby the mutiny of his foldieYS, 6ccj»fioricd' for their want 
of pay,, wfiich-thev, whom die King Had cntruftcd witn the care' of this 
matter, fraudulently dbralried'frorh them 1 . 

ft* rite* interim - • Agejflaitf comirig. out of His winter quarrel, pre- 
pared to' invade the IPer/tatr* ift the ltforigcft part of the countrcy whjch 
they wcre poflteflbd of in thttfe part's ; antfaecbrdirigly gave out liisorders 
for his march towards Saudis. Tijffapherries, thinking tliat this was intcn- 
dbdonly to deceive him" with another feint, like tliat of the lafl year, took 
it- that now he really inferfded' for Carta, becaufc he liad given out to go] 
another way, and'ttierefore marchcd'inio that-provincc to defend it againft 
him. But Agcfjlaus, now truly acting as he had given out, led' his army 
WtoLydia. /^j/ap'herneslitifcOAYdCiUbd hisfdrccsfrom their former rout. 
KwtCariu being a" very. ruggtd' countrcy, arid'unfitfor Korfe, lichad gonc 
thither only witli his foot; leaving His horfc behind upon the borders of 
that countrcy, and therefore on their marching back- for the relief of Ly~ 
did, the horfe being much before thefoor, sfgcjtiatis took- tlic advantage 
of falling upon the former, before the latter could come up to their a/H- 
flance, and thereby having' gotten a great victory over them, and taken 
i\ic*PcrJtatt camp, hd became abfolutc mailer of tlic field, and having! 
thereon over-run all the cdUntrey, brought Hack from thence vail fpoils, 
with which he enriched both himfclf and-all- his- army-. 

The lofs of this battel 'very much incenfed-the KingagainfiTV^/y^-- 
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ties., and augmented the fufpicion which he had before conceived of him, 
as if he had other defigns than truly were for his matter's intereft; and Co- 
non coming at this time to the Terjian court much heightened the King's 
difpleafure by farther accufations which he there brought againft him. For 
the depriving thefoldiers of their pay on board Conotis fleet, difabling him 
from doing the King any fervice, and he having often in vain wrote to 
court of it, 9 at length being encouraged thereto by Tharnabazus, and 
having a commiflion from him for this purpofe, he went himfelf to the 
Terjian court then at Babylon, and by the means of Tithraufles, captain 
of the guards, fo reprefented the matter to the King, as procured fullre- 
drefs ; and the blame of what had been hitherto done amifs in this matter 
refting on Tijfapernes, this completed his ruin. For the King forthwith 
' fent Tithraufles into the maritime provinces of the lower Afla, with or- 
ders to put Tiflaf hemes to death, and fucceed him in his government ; 
which he accordingly executed, and fent his head to the King, of which 
he made a very acceptable prefent to his mother, who could never par- 
don him for the afliftance he gave the King, againft Cyrus her moft belo- 
ved fon. But this very confideration ought to have moved Artaxerxes. 
not to have dealt thus with him, fince to that afliftance he owed both his 
life and his crown. But no merit can be fuflicient to fecure any one, ei- 
ther in his life or fortunes, where arbitrary will andpleafure reign without 
controul, and princes are at a full loofe to execute whatfoever their ground^ 
lefs fufpicions, their extravagant humours, or their wild capricio's may 
prompt them to. 

A s foon as Tijfaphernes was cut off, r Tithraufles fent to Agefllaus, that 
the King having inflicted due punifhment upon him that was the caufe of 
the war, he ought to be content with it, and return home, promifing on 
this condition to grant full liberty to the Grecian cities in AJia, to live ac- 
cording to their own laws, they paying their ufual tribute to the King, 
which was all the Lacedamonians defired when they firft began the war. 
But Agejilaus thirfting after greater conquefts would not hearken hereto, 
but to put off the matter, referred him to the magiflrates of Lacadamon, 
telling him he could do nothing herein without them. However, for the 
price of thirty talents paid him by Tithraufles, the ftorm was diverted 
from his provinces, andAgefllaus ordered his army to prepare for a march 
into Thrygia. 

But while he was making ready for this war, ' a new commiflion came 
^tohim from Lacedamon, whereby he was made generaliflimo of their fleet, 
as well as of their armies, and had all their forces in AJea, both byfeaand 
land, put under his command, that by thus having the entire direction of 
the whole war, he might conduct it with a greater uniformity for the good 
of the ftate. This drew him down to the fea-coaft to take care of the 
fleet, which having put in good order, he made Tifander his wife's bro- 
ther admiral of it, and fent it to fea under his command. And in this it 
is certain he was more influenced by private afFeclion to his brother-in-law, 
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or fome other by-end of his own, than by that due regard which he ought 
to have had for the publick good of the ftate. For altho' Tifander were 
a man of valour, and great courage, yet he was in other refpe&s no way 
adequate to that truft, as the event afterwards fufficiently proved. 

AG ESI LAVS having thus fettled the fea-affairs, v purfued his defigns 
of invading "Pbrygia, where having taken feveral cities, and made great 
waftes and depredations in the province, he pafled on into Taphlagonia, 
being invited thither by Sj>ithridates ) a noble Terfian, who had revolted 
from the King ; where having made a league with Cotys, the King of that 
countrey, and married the daughter of Spithridatesto him, he returned 
into Thrygia, and taking the city of 'Dafcylium, there wintered in the 
palace of 'Pharnabazus, and fed his army with the fpoils which he there 
got from the circumjacent countrey. 

TJTHRAVSTES " feeing that Agefilaus was for carrying on the 
war in Afia, to divert him from it fent emiffaries into Greece, with large 
fumsof money, to corrupt the leading men in the chief cities, and there- 
by induce them to re-kindle a war in Greece againft the Lacedemonians^ 
that fo Agefilaus might be called home to defend his own countrey ; which 
had that effect, that Thebes, Athens, Argus and Corinth, with other cities 
of Greece, entering into a confederacy together, raifedfucha war againft 
the Lacedemonians^ as produced all that was intended by Titbraufies in 
his ftratagem, as will by and by be related in its proper place. And the 
putting of the people Of the fame nation and intereft together by the ears, 
hath elfe where been found the moft fuccefsful means to advance the inte- 
reft of a neighbouring tyrant. And money will never fail of this effect, 
where there are minds corrupted with vice, luxury, and irreligioh to 
prepare men for it. ; ; 

In the beginning of the next fpring, Agefilaus being ready to take the A *- 394- 
field, x a parley was procured between him and Tharnabazus, at which xVsTiT 
Tharnabaztts having recited the great fervices which he had done the 
Lacedemonians in their war with the Athenians, and reproached them 
with the ill requital they had returned him for it, efpecially in the devasta- 
tions which they had made in his palace, park, gardens, and eftate at 2)#- 
fcylium, that were his own proper inheritance ; and all this being truths 
which could not be denyed, Agefilaus and his Lacedemonian council that 
attended him at the conference, were fo confounded at it, that they want- 
ed ananfwer to excufe the ingratitude which they were charged with. . 
However, to make him the beft amends they could, they made himafo- 
lemn promife that they would no more invade him, nor any of the pro- 
vinces under his Government, as long as there were any elfe againft whom 
they might profecute the war which they had with the Terfian King- and 
then immediately Withdrew out of thofe parts, : and thereon formed ade- 
fign of invading the upper provinces of Afia, and carrying the war into 
the very heart of the Terfian empire. But y while Agefilaus was project- 
ing this expedition, there came meflengers to him from Lacedemon, to re- 
cal him thither. For the Terfian money having procured a very ftrong 
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confederacy of feveral of the Grecian Hates and cities againfl them, they 
needed him at home to defend his own countrey ; and accordingly he 
made all the hafle thither that he could, complaining at his departure out 
of Afia, that the Terjians had driven him thence by thirty thouland ar- 
chers, meaning fo many Darics, which were pieces of gold that had the 
impre'ffion of an archer upon them; but fo fmall a fumdidnotdo this job, 
it colt the Terfians much more, and they could not have beftowed their 
money better to their own advantage. For hereby they faved vaftly grea- 
ter expences, which othervvife they mult have been at in the war, had 
they not this way got rid of it. And there are inftances of other crafty 
princes, who by following the fame methods have gained the famefuccefs, 
and in the way of bribery and corruption have done that by hundreds of 
pounds in the councils of their ad verfaries, which they could never bring 
to pafs by millions in the open field. 

CONON, on his return from the Terjian court, 'having brought mo- 
ney enough with him to pay thefoldiers and mariners of his fleet all their 
arrears, and fupply it with every thing elfe that was wanting, took Thar- 
nabazus on board him, and forthwith fet fail to feek the enemy ; and 
finding their whole fleet riding near Cnidus, under the command of Tz- 
fancier, he fell upon them, and obtained a complete victory, havingflain 
Tifander himfelf in the fight, and taken fifty of his fhips, which did put 
an end to the empire of the .Lacedemonians in thofe parts, and wasa pre- 
lude to their lofing it every where elfe. For after this it continued to de^ 
cline, till at length the overthrows which they received at LeuBfa&ud 
Mantinea put an abfolute period to it. But it is not my purpofe to treat 
of what was done in Greece, any farther than _as the affairs of Greece m> 
terfere with what is the main defign of this hiftory. . 

After " this viftory, Co^ theifles and 

maritime coafts of Afia, and took in moft, of the cities which the Laceda- 
monians had in thofe parts ; only Sefttu an&Abydus, two cities in the mouth 
of the Hellejpont, being, under the command of fDercyllidas, held out 
againft them; whereon ¥ harnabazus ^faulted them by land, and :Corioa 
by fea ; but not fucceeding in the attempr, ; Tharnabazus on the approach 
of winter returned home, and: Conon- was left to take care of the fleet, 
with orders to recruit and augment it,. v with' as many fhips from the cities 
on the Hellejpont as he could get from thern againft the next fpring. r 
*» 393- And Conon having according to this commiffiori, gotten ready a ftrong 
Artaxer- ^ eet of fl^pg by t h e time appointed, b PA«rtf*£«;s»/werit-on-boardit, and 
WtS 12 failing through the iflands, landed on Melbs the farthefl: of them, and 
having taken in that ifland, ,as lying convenient for the invading of Laco- 
nia, the countrey of the Lacedemonians., they, fromjthence made a defcerit 
upon its maritime coafts^ and jhaving ravaged them all, over, loaded their 
"fleet with the fpo'ils which jthey there got,; After this Tharnabazus being 
on his return home into .his proyincei, ,. c Conon obtained of him to fend him 
with eighty fhips of the^fleet,. and fifty; talents of . money, to rebuild the 
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walls of Athens, having made him to underftand, that nothing could con- 
duce more to the bringing down the pride of the Lacedamonians, than by 
this means to put Athens again in a condition to rival their power. And 
therefore being arrived at Tiraus, the port of Athens, he immediately fet 
about the work, and having gotten together a great number of workmen? 
and made all that could be fpared from on board the fleet, as well as the; 
people of the city, to fet to their helping hand, he rebuilt both the walls 
of Athens and the walls of the port, with the walls alfo called the long 
walls, leading from the former to the latter^ and diftributed the fifty ta- 
lents which he had received from 'Pharnabazus among his citizens, where- 
by he reftored that city again to its priftine Hate, and may on this ac- 
count be reckoned as the i'econd founder of it. 

The Lacedamonians being exceedingly moved at the hearing of this, 
forthwith difpatch'd Antalcidas, a citizen of theirs, to Tiribazus, then go- 
vernor for the Terfian King ztSardis, topropofe terms of peace. And 
the confederates on the other hand, on notice hereof, fent their embafla- 
dors thither alfo, and among them Co/ton was one from the city of Athens. 
The terms d which Antalcidas propofed were, that the King Ihould have 
all the Grecian cities in AJia, and that all the reft, both in the ifles and in 
Greece, mould be reftored to their liberty, and be governed by their own 
laws. Which being a peace that would be very advantageous to the King* 
and very difadvantageous and dilhonourable to the Greeeks in general, none 
of the other embaffadors would confent to it. And therefore they all re- 
turned without effe&ing any thing, excepting Conon. For the Lacedamo- 
nians bearing an implacable fpight to him for what he had done in the re- 
ftoration of Jlthens, accufed him of purloining the King's money for the 
carrying on of that work, and alfo of having defigns for the taking of JBo* 
lis and Ionia from the Terfians, and fubjefting them again to the Athenian 
■ ftate ; whereon " Tiribazus clapped him in chains, and then going to the 
Terfian court to communicate to the King the proceedings of this treaty, 
he acquainted him alfo of the accufation which he had received againft Co- 
non ; hereon Conon being ordered to be brought to Sufa, ( . was there put 
to death by the King's command. 

While Tiribazus was attending the court, *Strutbas was fent down J*t&%. 
from thence to take care of the maritime coafts of A/ia ; where finding ^" a , x<:r " 
the great devaftations which the Lacedamonians had made in thofe parts, 
he conceived from hence fuch an averfion againft them, as carried him 
wholly over to the Athenian fide. Whereon the Lacedamonians fent Thym- 
bromto AJiaag&in to renew the war there, but they not being able at that 
time to furnifh him with ftrength fufficient for the undertaking, he was 
foon cut off by the fuperior power of the'per/eans, and all his forces bro- 
ken and diflipated. After him TDephridas came thither to gather up the 
remains of this army, and carry on the war ; and after him others were fent 
with the fame commiffion. But all their doings in A pa, after the battel of 
Cnidtis, were only as the faint ftrugglings of a dying power, and therefore 
they were at length forced to give up all there, when they could no longer 
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hold it, by a treaty of peace, which was very difadvantagious, as well as 
very diflionourable to all that were of the Grecian name. 
An. 391 . And therefore Artaxerxes being in a manner almoit wholly eafed of the 
xes*i+~ GreCi anw2Lr t h turned his whole power againft Euagoras King of Cyprus, 
and began a war againft him which he had long defigned, but was not till 
now at leifure to profecute it. How Euagoras feized Salamine, by ex- 
pelling the Terjian governor, and made himfelf King of that city, and 
procured by the means of Conon to be confirmed herein by Artaxerxes, I 
have already given an account. But Euagoras being a man every way 
qualified for great undertakings, in a little time fo enlarged his ftrength, 
and his power, that he made himfelf in a manner King of the whole ifland 
of Cyprus. The Amathtt/ians, the Solians, and the Citians, were thofe 
pnly that held out againft him ; and Artaxerxes becoming jealous of the 
growing power of this active and wife prince, firft countenanced them 
herein, and afterwards openly embraced their caufe, and declared war 
againft Euagoras, in which, JJbcrates tells us, he expended above fifty 
thoufand talents, which may be reckoned at ten millions of our money. 
An. 390. The Athenians, notwithstanding the alliance they now had with the 
xesTf.*' *PerJiansy arid the Benefits they had lately received from them, 1 would 
not deny their affiftance to Euagoras, who had much befriended them, 
especially in the kind reception which thofe, who fled with Conon from 
the battel of the Goats river, had found with him ; and perchance their 
refentments againft the King, for the death of that gallant Athenian their 
reftorer, did not a little move them to this refolution. . And therefore 
they forthwith equipped ten flaps of war, and fent- them to the aid qf 
Euagoras, under the command of 'PhUocrates. But a fleet which the 
Lacedamonians had at fea, under the command of Telautias the brother 
of Agefilaus, falling in with them in the ifle of Rhodes^ took them all ; 
Whereby it came to pafs, that thofe who were enemies to the King of" 
Terjia, "deftroyed thofe who were going from his friends to make war 
againft him. 

An. 389. A GHOR.IS Succeeding 'Pfammkithus in- the kingd om of Egypt, k Eua- 
ils a i6' & oras drew him > and alfo tne Barceans, a people of Libya, into confede- 
racy with, him againft the "Ren/tans* and all of them engaged in conjuncti- 
on; together to carry on the war with vigour againft them. 
An. 388. %HJLO.£ R ATE S having mifcarried in his attempt- of carrying: fuc- 
x£ a \T cours to Euagoras, in manner as hath been related, the Athenians Heat ■ 
Chafcias. into the Samefervfce with another fleet, and^a good number of 
land forces, on board of itj who arriving fafe-in Cyprus^ managed the war 
with tha|> fuceefs, that he-reduced the whote-ifland under the power of 
Euagoras before he again- left- it;- which redounded- much to the honour 
of, his. own qonduft, and-alfo to-that of the Athenian arms. 
A». 387. TwBLacediemaniatis- finding, fchemfelves hardly prefied by the confedfe- 
Artaxer- racy.of the GrerJancipies agajnft-them, became defirous of a peace with the 
Fijian, King, and 1 appointed' Atrtakidas- again- to treat- with Tifibazus 
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about it; and refolving to make it on fuch terms as ihould neceffarily eri^ 
gage that potent monarch on their fide, inftru&ed their embaifadof accor-i 
dingly ; and having made him admiral of their fleet, under that blind fent 
him with it into AJia to tranfact this matter. On his arrival at Ephefusi 
having appointed Nicolochus his lieutenant to take care df the fleet* he 
went to Sardis, and there communicated to Tiribazus the commi/Iion 1 on 
which he was fent. But Tiribazus having no powers to enter into fuch a 
treaty, inftead of fending for orders about it from theTer/ian cour t,they both 
went thither ; where on their arrival the matter was foon concluded. For 
Artaxerxes being at that time as much defirous of a peace as the Laceda- 
moiiians, that fo he might be the better at leifure to profecu'te the Cypri- 
an war, which he had then his heart much fet upon, greedily accepted of 
thepropofal, upon the fcheme which Antalcidas offered. ■ And according- 
ly peace was made thereupon. The terms of it were, That all the Greci- 
an cities in AJia, with the iflands of " Clazomena and Cyprus ihould be 
under the power of the 'Berfian King; and that all the other Cities of 
Greece, and the ifles, as well fmall as great, mould be free, and wholly left 
to be governed by.their own laws, except the iflands of Scirus, Lemnus 
and. Imbr.us, which having been anciently fubjeft to the. Athenians, ihould 
flill continue fo to- be ; and thit Artaxerxes {honid join with the Lacede- 
monians, and all others that accepted of this peace, to make all the refl of 
Greeceivktmit thereto. . Which peace being ratified under the~feal of King 
Artaxerxes, Tiribazus and Antalcidas returned with it, arid caufed it to 
be proclaimed in all the cities of' Greece. Hereby the Grecian cities- in 
Afa. finding themfelves betrayed- by the Lacedammians, ' were forced to 
fuhmitj and fcarceany ■•: mother .of 'the Grecian! {fate's were pi eafed there*- 
with, it: being very difadvantageous tojmany of them,: and: diflionourable 
to. all.. . The Athenians and Thebttns bf all others were the robft diflatisfied 
with iti But not being able alone to «ope with; the Terjiahs; now joined 
witfcthe Lacedamonians, their allies,, to fee it executed, were' forced for 
a while to acquiefcei therein. ■ <i And it was not long:that the 'Lacedamoni- 
ans themfelves were well pleafediwithit ; but at /this tiriie ; being preffed 
on the one hand by the e Perfians i i«tid~ on the other- hand by the confede- 
racy of . the Grecian cities agairifti them, and aiofr being able to withitatfd 
both, they had no other way toextricate themfelves from .the ruifne which 
feemed to. threaten them, than by. making rhis-peace:. For hereby they 
eagaged the Terfia'ns into an alliance with them ; and by i virtue thereof 
made all the confederated cities of .Greece: d'ef\fc from' thdtvwar, fwhicjlj 
they were preparing againft chem ; and, by this means they :.faved> them- 
felves from the prefent danger ', -but at theifame time they/ibqtraj5ed the 
common intereft of -Greece, and alfoftheir ownj- a&far as : it!Was ! iflVolvedu'h 
it. And Antalcidas at' laft met :wich:his ruine firbnrit; For. the? fj ■■La*edJr~ 
monians, after the blow they had; received fvoihiihe The6ahs.:&t Leucird t 
needing the aflittance of ■■ the .'Perfian, power tbfupport them* and- beirig 
made believe, that^i»^*/ri</tfxc6uldldovevery f thing^at that'cojurti fificetHe 
making of this peace, fent him 'thither, ; to 'folicit for money taihelp beat' 
A them up in that diftrefs: ;! But "Siag^Arfedxerxes finding hisiriterelteriQ;wa 1 y i ' 
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concerned in this propofal, as it was in the former, rejected it with (com 
and contempt. And therefore being fent aivay without fuceefs, cither out 
of ihame for being thus difappointed, or out of fear of the refeni meats of 
his fellow-citizens for his faying in this negotiation of what they expe&ed 
from if, he famifhed hitafeif, and fo pot tin end to his life. This peace, 
' ( Po(ybius, *Trog«t<Pompe'*tts, ' Tiiodorut Sicultts, and 'Smite, tell us, was 
made in the fame year that Rome was taken by the Gaiis. Ic was called, 
from the author of it, the peace of Antalcidat, but it was cot with any 
honour, but rather with infamy to his name; becaufeof the prejudice and 
dishonour which it brought with it to all Greece. 

Th e Jlthetriavs, on their accepting of this peace, were forced to call 
home Chabrias out of Cyprus ; and * Jfrtmxerxes* now freed of all trouble 
from the Greeks^ bent his whole force againit Euagorcu rKing of thatifland. 
For having drawn together an army of three hundred choufand men, 
and a fleet of three hundred fail, he made Govs the fon of Tsmus (who 
hath been before fpoken of) admiral of the fleet, andOrmtesnnc of his 
fons-in-law general of the atony, and Tiribetsus generahifimo over both, 
and fent them to invade Cyprus* and accordingly they landed this great 
army on that ifland for the reducing of it. Euagoras bciog prettied with 
fo great a power, fhxngthdnedWmfelf for the war the beft he could, ha- 
ving drawn info confederacy with him the Egyptians* Libymms* Arnbi_ 
ens* Tyr'uttis* and other nations, who were then at enmity with the iPm, 
fititsi and with his money, of which he had amafl'ed a vaft«trcafurc, he ia-> 
red a great number of mercenaries, out of all places wherever he could 
get them, which all together made a very numerous army. And he alfo 
■got together aconiiderable fleet of (hips. Tbefc at ftnft he fent out an 
patties tointerfcept the tenders and vietaalers, which brought provifions 
to the fPerfiaH army from -the continent, w4uch in a few days reduced 
them to tfaac-diftrefs, -that the foldiers mutinied, -and (lew many of their 
officers arid-corn itanders for their want of bread. iFor the remedying of 
this, their whole fleet was forced toifet to fea to fetch provi£onsfrom Ci- 
Yicia, wherebyjche armyheing plentifully fupplycd, an end was put to the 
mutiny. In the interim 'Ruogorts received a .great ifupply of corn from 
-Egypt* and<fifty failof fhips, which, wich others thathefktedupathonjc, 
making -up his fleet to -two hundred fail, he adventured *vith diem toen- 
•gagc the wholc : naval force of the fPerfidttr, though in firength and .num- 
ber muchfapcrior tohim. He 'had fought a part of the Ttrjtanttmy and 
gained chevidOry, and 'being <flum*d with4tiis, and fome other advantages 
wluch 'he had obtained at land, he was emboldened hereby to make this 
attempt updn ehem by fea. But here he had not the fame fuccefs. in the 
jfirito'nfbt lie -had the advantage, arid took and dollroyed -fovenal of >thcir 
ihips. BucGWrat length having brought up his whole fleet into the fight, 
Jarc valour and his conduct bore ail before him, and drove Euagonjts out 
of thefoas,. -with the loos of thogroatelbpart of his fleet; AVicliLhc remain - 
tdcrbcefbaped'to Snlaminr, T*\iOTC\\\\cfflcrfi)uts t after *bis .vi&ocy, Hhut 
him upin a dofc-fiqge botfaibyifca-ahd land, and 77r*&jjs*j'w.cnt,to the 
^ei^a^courtftviththeiiews'of this^ucceh., and having thcreobtaincd two 
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tfeoufand talents for the ufeof the army, he returned with chem fartiher to 
carry on tihe war. iDnring his abfence, Euagoras, to relieve himfelf in 
the diftrefs he was reduced to, ;got thorough the enemies fleet-in the night 
with iten ihips, and failed for Egy.pt, leaving "Protagoras his fon to ma- 
nage all afFairsan his abfence. His end in this voyage was to engage hearts 
to join his whale .power with him for the rawing -of rfiis .fiege. 

Hut failmg in the main of what he there expefted, v he was-fent back A »- 
only with fome fupplies of money, which were far fhort of what he xesfo!" 
needed to relieve him in ihis prefent ddftrefs* and therefore being return- 
ed to Salamine, and got again into the place -by che favour of the 'night, 
in the flame manner as he came out, and finding himfelf deferted by -his 
allies, and deffitute of all other helps for che raifing of the fiege, he fent 
to Tiribaztus to treat of peace, but -could be allowed too other terms, than 
to be diverted of all chat he had in Cyprus, excepting the :_oity- of Salamine 
only, and to ihold that of the JCing as a fervant of his lord, and pay >him 
tribute for it. However confidering itheneeaflicy of his .affairs, he yield- 
ed toall this, excepting only thoholding of galantine -as a fervant under 
his -lord ; he .defired it imigbt be as a King under a King. But Tiriba- 
ssus not confenting to this the war went <.on. In the meantime Oroptesj 
who xsommanded .the .land army, not ^brooking the vfuperiority which Tirir 
baz-ushaA. over him, asAreing generalMfimo, and liaving the chief -c,ondu'<9: 
of the whole war ; andienvying«lfo theiuceefs which he-had init,and the 
honour which he had .gotten thereby, wrote fecretly calumniatingletters 
to the Xing, accufing him of ihavingTfecret defigns agairifi: the King's int-e- 
reft.; and thatjfotscbis ptufsoi'e he held private eorrefpondenGe witfh t?hei 
JLacedsemoyiafts., tand ?had;caufele% procrastinated fhe war, had -admitted 
a treaty with Euagoras, wMn it was.in bis ipower toihave ffupprefledthira 
by force, andby ;couj\ting:tjhecafFeStiQn-of the officers ^and commanders of 
the army., had engaged them all ;to ihim >for the promoting .of iris hidden 
purpQJfes;; whereon ; he was taken into euftodylhy orderirom theKing^and 
fent^priifoaer to itheicaurt, avAiOromes had theichief command 'Conferred 
on him, which was the thing Jie delired, -as what hethoughttbelonged to 
him, much rather than to the ; other, <as being the King's ifon-in-law.' But 
the army ^being\yenymiuch .diffatisfied with • the change, things went very 
heavily ..ojn under >his conduct. ;Eor all »his orders through this difcon tent 
of che -foldiery were very, negligently executed, iandithe enemy^recovered 
Gour-age\a.nd:ftrejagtih hereby,; So that iat /length-.©rca^ey was forced to >re- 
new the. treaty wxxhEuagor.as, :for which he had accufed-his predeceflbr, 
and concluded it upon 'terms which the other :had,refufed. . For:he con?- 
ferited that <he \fhouldihold Salamine of itheKing of 1*enfia as.'JSng of that 
city^yielding (Only tribute tOuhint.forit. .*So;peaee was;made Mutti .Euago.- 
ras, but this did not put an end to the war in thofe parts. For "'•Giws 
taking -411 the Hnjuft ufage of T>iribaz,its., whofe daughter tfie badmarried, 
andifearinj that this^lfinity might, involyerhim alfo in rthejfeaioprofeca- 
.tio% .her.cn'tered antp-a .confederacy with xheEgyptiatis.md. the.Laeeda^ 
iW^V^,\^d ; J?eyojl»^frp«» theKing, 1 anda i greflC,p3rtibQth.0fith j eileet J and 
ar-myijpjned with him herein, ^he .L.acedtei»Qmms encered.gl3dly.into 
this^jofederacy, jbecjmfe of the diflike which they now had of the .peace 
qi^t^lcidas, r ~Fc?r,by<this time^dtfeerning all.thedifadvantage^of it, ; efpe- 
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cially the ill confequence which it had in alienating the affections of all 
the other Greeks from them, becaufe of the dilhonour, as well as the da-<- 
mages, which it brought with it to all of the Grecian name* they would, 
for the redeeming of this fault, and the recovery of the credit which they 
loft by it, have gladly laid hold of this opportunity of again renewing the 
war with the. Tertians. But Gaits the next year after, when he had brought 
his matters in fome meafure to bear, being treacheroufly ikin by fome 
that were under him, and T achos, who fet himfelf up to carry on the fame 
defign, foon dying, the whole of it fell to nothing ; and after this the La* 
cedamonians no more meddled with the AJian affairs. 
384. ARTAXERXES having thus fmifhed the Cyprian war, "led an ar-^ 
Artaxer- mv Q f three hundred thoufand foot and ten thoufand horfe againfl: the 
xcS2,1 ' Cadujians. But the countrey, by reafon of its barrennefs, not affording 
provifions enough to feedfo large an army, he had like to have loft them 
all for want thereof, but that Tiribazus extricated him from this danger. 
He followed the King in this expedition, or rather was led with the court 
in it as a prifoner, being in great difgrace becaufe of Oronfes's accufation ; 
and having received information, that whereas the Cadujians had two 
Kings, they did not act. in a thorough concert together, by reafon of the 
jealoufie and miftruft which they had of each other, but that each led and 
encamped his forces apart from the other, he propofed to Artaxerxes the 
bringing of them to fubmiflion by a treaty; and having undertaken the 
management of it, he went to one of the Kings, and fent his fon to the 
other, and fo ordered the matter, that making each of them believe; that 
the other was treating feparately with the King, brought both feparately 
to fubmit to him, and fo faved him and all his army. Thefe people "in- 
habited fome part of the mountainous countrey, which lies between the 
Enxin and the Cajpian feas to the north of Media, where 1 they having 
neither feed-time nor harveft, liv'd moftly upon apples and pears, and 
other fuch tree-fruits, the land, by reafon of its ruggednefs and unferti- 
lity, not being capable of tillage. And this was that which brought the *Per- 
Jians into fuch diftrefs when they invaded them, the countrey not being 
capable of affording provifions for fo great an army. Fuller ' hath a con- 
ceit, that thefe Cadujians were the defcendants of the IJraelites of the 
ten tribes, which the Kings, of AJfyria carried captive out of the land of 
Canaan ; but his reafon for it being only, that he thinks they were called 
Cadujians from the Hebrew word Kedujhim, which fignifieth' holy people, 
this is not foundation enough to build fuch an aflertion upon. It would 
have been a better argument for this piirpofe, had he urged for it, that 
b the Colchians and neighbouring nations are faid anciently to have ufed 
circumcifion. For not far from the Colchians was the countrey of the Ca- 
dujians. . - 

ARTAXERXE S loft a great number of men in this ill-projected 
expedition; among others who perimed in it wasCami/fares, bynationa 
Carian, and a very gallant mam He was governor of Letico-Syria, apro- 
vince lying between Cilicia and Cappadocia, and was on his death fue- 
ceeded therein by Datames his fon, who was alfo with Artaxerxes in this 
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expedition, and did him great fervice in it, for the reward of Which he 
had his father's government conferred on him. He was for valour arid 
military skill the Hannibal of thofe times. Cornelius Hepos hath" given us. 
his life at large, by which it appears, no man ever exceeded him In ftra- 
tagems of war, or in the valour and activity by which he 1 executed them. 
But thefe eminent qualities raifed that envy againft him in the Terftdii. 
court, as at laft caufed his mine; as it hath been the fate of toomariy gal- 
lant men to have been thus undone by their own merit. 

ONtheKing^ return to Sufa, the fervice which Tiribazas did him in 
this expedition 'procured him a fair hearing of his caufe, and it. having 
been thoroughly examined before indifferent judges appointed by the King 
for it, he was found innocent, and honourably difcharged ; and Orontes 
his accufer was condemned of calumny, and with difgrace baniflied the 
court, and put out of the King's favour for it. 

ARTAXERXES being now free from all other wars, refolved oh" An. 377. 
the reducing of the Egyptians, they having freed themfelves from the yoke Artaxer- 
of the Terjtans, and flood out in revolt againft them now full' thirty fix xeS2 ' 
years ; and d accordingly he made great preparations for if. Acoris fore- 
feeing the ftorm, provided againft it the beft he could, having amied not 
only his own fubjeclrs, but drawnalfoa great number of Greeks arid other 
mercenaries into hisfervice, under the command of Chdbrids the Athenian. 
Tharnabazus having the care of this war conlmitted to his charge, feat 
embafladors to Athens to make complain t agaiiiff Ch'dbrias, for engaging in 
this fervice againft the King, threading them with the Iofs of the ftug's 
friendship, unlefs he were forthwith recalled. And. at the fame time he- 
demanded Tphicroter another Athenian,, arid the ableff general of" his time,, 
to be fent to him, to take on him the command, of the. mercenary. Greeks 
in xheTerJcan army for this war. The Athenians at that time much de- 
fending on the favour* of the <Perfictif. King, for the" fupportof their affairs 
at home, amid the broils which they had with the other cities of Greece, 
readily complyed with both thefe demands. For they immediately recal- 
led ChaBfias, fetting him a day for his return,, arid at the fame time fen<t 
Iphicrafes into the Terftdn army, to take oh him the charge lie .was.de- 
ilgned for. On his arrival, he having.muftered his men, applied himfelf 
to exercife them in all the arts of war, in which he made them fo expert, 
that thenceforth under the name" of Tplncrdfejidn foldiers, they became as 
famous among the Greeks, as formerly the Fabian were among ^ Ro- 
mans for the lame reafon. And they had -time enough before they ente- 
red on action, to grow up hereto by the inftru&ibh that Was given them. 

Fob. the 'Perjians being very flow in their preparations^: it was two^- 37<5- 
years after e'er the war commenced'; in the interim died Acoris. King of 
Egypt, and was fucceeded *" by TPfdmmuthis in that kingdom* who-reigried- 
only one year. ^1: 

After TJammuthis, , reiged in Egypt Nefherites, the laft of the^«.37$-, 
M'endefidn race in that kingdom. For after a reign of four months,. he ; A a r s taxt;r - 
was fucceeded' by Ne£ianabis,.the&x{\ of the Sebennite race,. who- reigned* eS3 °' 
twelve years. 

ARTAXERXE S, that he might the eafier get Grecian auxiliaries 
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for his Egyptian war, fent embafladors into Greece to put an end to all 
war there, requiring that all the different ftates and ciiiesi 1 that countrey 
fhouldlive in peace with each other, upon the terms of the peace of An- 
talcidar, and that all garrifons being withdrawn, all lhould be left to en- 
joy their liberty, and be governed according to their own laws. This 
propofal was readily accepted by all the cities of Greece, excepting the 
Thebans, who having then in view the gaining the empire over all, were 
the only Grecian people that refufed t'o comply herewith. 
jia. 374. All things being now ready for the Egyptian war, E the Terfian army 
^tlT' was a11 drawn together at Ace, afterwards called Ttolemais, and no w Aeon, 
' in Taleftine ; and were there muftered to be two hundred rhoufand Ter- 
Jians, under the Command of c Pharnabazus, and twenty thoufand Grecian 
mercenaries under the command of Iphicrates, and their forces by lea 
were proportionable hereto. For their fleet confifted of three hundred 
gallies, and two hundred fhips, befides a vaft number of victuallers and 
tenders, which followed to furnifli both the fleet and army with, all things 
neceflary. At the fame time the army marched by land, the fleet fet alio 
to fea, that fb they might the better aft in concert with each other; for 
the carrying on of the war. The fail attempt which they made was up- 
on Telujium. Their defign was to befiege it by fea and land ; but the 
T'erjians having been long in preparing for this war, g&veNetfanabis time 
enough to provide for the defence of the place, which he did fo efFeftu- 
ally, that they could not come at it either by land or fea. And therefore 
their fleet, inftead of making a defeent at this place, as was firft intend- 
ed, failed from thence to the Mende/ian mouth of the Nile. For that ri- 
ver then difcharged it ,felf into the Mediterranean by feven mouth?, (tho' 
now there are but h two) each of thefe was guarded by a fortrefs and a 
garrifon •, but the Mendejian mouth not being fo well fortified againft them 
as the 'Pelujlan, becaufe they were not here expefted, they eafily landed 
at this place, and as eafily took the fortrefs which guarded it, deftroying 
all thofe who were there' fet for its defence. After this aftion Ip hi crates 
advifed, that they fhould immediately have failed up the Nile to Memphis, 
the capital of Egypt. And had they followed his advice, before the E- 
gyptians had recovered from' the cbnfternation which this powerful inva- 
fion and the firft fuccefs thereof had put them into, they would have found 
the place wholly unprovided for its defence, and therefore mult have cer- 
tainly taken it; and with it, all Egypfmvdl again have fallen under then- 
power.- But the main of the. army not being yet come up, Tharnabazus 
would not engage till he had gotten all his ftrength together, thinking that 
then his power would be invincible, and he muft neceflarily carry all be- 
fore him. . But Iphicrates rightly judging, that by that time the opportu- 
nity would be loft, prefled hard for leave to attempt the place with the 
mercenaries' only that 1 were under his command. But Tharnabazus en- 
vying him the honour which would redound to him from hence, iliould 
he fucceed in the entefprife, would'not hearken to the propofal. In the 
interim, the Egyptians hiving gotten all their forces together, and put a 
fufficient guard into Memphis, with the reft took the field, and fo harraf- 
fed the Terjians, that they kept. them. from making any farther progrefs, 
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till at length ' ihe Nile, in its proper feafon, overflowing all the countrcy, 
forced them to withdraw again into 'Pbenicia, with the lofs of a great 
part of their army. And fo this expedition, in which were expended fuch 
vaftfumsof treafurc, and fo much time in preparing for ir, all mifcarricd 
and came to nothing. This produced great diflentions between the two 
generals. For Tbarnabaxus, to excufe himfelf, laid the whole blame of 
this mifcarriage upon Jpbicrates; and I/bicrates, with much morcreafon, 
on Tbarnabaxus. But Illiterates being aware» that Tbarnabaxus would 
be believed before him at the Terfian court, and remembring the cafe of 
Canon, that he might not meet with the like fate, privately hired a fliip, 
and got fafcly away to Athens. Hereon Tbarnabaxus fent embafiadors 
after him, to accufc him of making this expedition into Egypt mifcarry, 
to which the sit ben tans gave only thisanfwer, That if he were found guil- 
ty of this, they would puniflihim for it according to his demerit. But it 
feems they were fo far convinced of his innocency, as to this matter, that 
they never called him to a tryal for it; and a little while after they made 
him foJe admiral of their whole fleet. 

That which made mod of the expeditions of the Terjians, under this 
empire, mifcarry, was their flownefs in the execution of their deflgns. For 
the generals having nothing left to their own difcretion, but being in all 
things ftriclly tied up to orders, durft not proceed on any emergency with- 
out inftruftions from court, and ufually before thefe could arrive the op- 
portunity was loft. And this was flgnally the cafe in this war. And 
therefore Jpbicrates obferving Tbarnabaxus to be very quick in his ro 
folvcs, and very flow in the execution of them, and having thereon asked 
him how it came to pafs that he was fo forward in his words and fo back- 
ward in his aclions, k had the whole truth told him in this memorable an- 
fwer. That his words were his own, but his aflions wholly depended 
on his maftcr. And many like inftanccs may be given, wherein noble op- 
portunities of acling great things for the good of the publick have been 
wholly loft, by too ilrcightly tying up the hands of thofe who arc to exe- 
cute them. 

The fame year that thefe things were done in Egypt* ' Euagoras King 
of Salaminc, in the ifland of Cyprus, being rourthcrcd by one of his eu- 
nuchs, NieoclfsKxs fon reigned in his (lead, and is the fame for whofe fake 
two of Ificrates's orations were coropofed, and they ftill bear the title of 
his name. In the firft of thefe is propofed the duty of a King to his fub- 
jefts; in the fecond, the duty of fubjefts to their King; for which Nieoctes 
gave him " twenty talents, /'. e. three thoufand feven hundred and fifty 
pound of our money. 
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The "next year after, which was the thirty fecond of Artaxerxes 
Mnemon, Joiada the high-priefl of the Jews being dead, 0 Johanan his fon, 
called alfo e Jonathan, fucceeded him in his office, and held it thirty two 
years. 

ARTAXERXES ' again fent embafladors into Greece, to exhort the 
ftates and cities, which were there at war with each other, to lay down 
their arms and come to an accord upon the terms of the peace which he 
had made with Antalcidas. All exprefled a readinefs to fubmit hereto, 
except the Thebans. That which made them at that time diflent, was, 
that by that peace it was provided, that all the cities of Greece ihould be 
left to enjoy their own liberties, and be governed according to their own 
laws. Upon this article, the Lacedemonians prefled the Thebans to fet all 
the cities of Bceotia free, and to rebuild T"latea and The/pia, two cities 
of that countrey, which they had demolilhed, and reftore them again to 
the former inhabitants, with the territories appertaining to them. And 
on the other fide, the Thebans retorting upon the Lacedemonians the fame 
argument, preffed them to permit all the towns of Laconia to enjoy their 
liberties, wind reftore Mejfcna to its ancient owners. For they urged, that 
the article of the peace infilled on, did as much require the one as the 
other, and that therefore if the Lacedemonians would not execute this ar- 
ticle on their part, neither would they on theirs. But the Lacedemonians., 
not being fufficiently humbled by the lofs of their fleet at Cnidus, would 
not underftand this way of arguing, but looking on themfelves llill as much 
fuperior to the Thebans, would have them fubmit to that, which they 
would not do themfelves ; and therefore fent an army againfl: them, xo 
force them to it, which produced the battel at Leu&ra, ' in which the 
Lacedemonians were overthrown, with the lofs of Cleombrotus one of their 
Kings, and above four thoufand of their citizens ; which was the greateft 
blow they had received in many ages part. For it brought the Thebans 'm 
purfuitof this viclory into Laconia, which they wafted all over, evenihome 
to the city of Lacedemon it felf, where they had not feen an enemy in 
five hundred years before; and it was with difficulty that they preferved 
this their capital from falling under the fame devaftation. 

The Lacedemonians being brought to this diftrefs, Tent Agejilaus in- 
to Egypt,, and Antalcidas to the Terjian. court, to follicit for fuccours. 
But the Lacedemonians, fince their overthrow at Leuclra, becoming con- 
temptible to the "Per -flans, Antalcidas had that ill fuccefs in his embafly, 
as caufed him to put an end to his life, in the manner as hath been above 
related. 

However, this embafly prevailed fo far -with. Artaxerxes, thatSR/&/ r 
lifcus of Abydus ' was by his order the next year after fent into Greece,, to 
endeavour the compofing of the wars which were there rifen, and the 
bringing of all to peace upon the terms agreed on by Antalcidas. But the 
Lacedemonians refilling to confent that MeJJena Ihould enjoy its liberty, 
. (to which it had beenreftored by the Thebans, in their late expedition jn- 



» Ghronicon Alexandrinum. ° Nehem. xii. aa. Wxiii. aS. p Nehenv?"- 

i-Diodor. Sic. lib: ijvp. 483. Xenophon Hellenic, lib. 6. r Dipdor. Sic-libi l$\.Xe- 

nophon ibid. Plutarchus in Pelopida. Cornelius Nepos in Epaminonda.& Pelopjda.' 
f Plutarchus in'-Agefilao 3 & ^Artaxerxc « XenoDhon Hellenic, lih. •? n;, 

lib. 1 j-.- p. 494- 



VXenophon Hellenic, lib. 7. .Diadpr. Sie. 



to 



Book VII. ^ Old m^/New Testament. 363 



to Tvloponnejus, after the battel of Leuctra) and the Thebans refufingto 
come to peace on any other terms, this embalTy ended without any effect ; 
only TPhilifcus thinking the Thebans flood upon too high terms, and being 
much offended thereat, fent to the affiftance of the Lacedamonians two 
thoufand mercenaries, which he had raifed with the King's money, and fo 
returned, 

The truth of the cafe was, the Thebans being elevated with their late ^368. 
fuccefs, and mudr confiding in their two generals, Telofidas and ami- x &™"~ 
nondas, (the latter of which was one of the greateft men that ever Greece 
produced) aimed now at nothing lefs than the empire of Greece. And 
therefore to flrengthen themfelves for the obtaining of it, v they fent Telo- 
pidas and IJmenias, two of the eminenfeft of their citizens, inanembafly 
to King Artaxerxes, tofecure him on their fide. And on the hearing of 
this, the Athenians fent Timagoras and Leontes, and the other cities of 
Greece other embalfadors, to take care of their refpeftive interefts at that 
court on this occafion. At their admiffion to audience, they being requt, 
red to adore the King, Ifmenias on his entrance into the prefence of the 
King dropped his ring, and ftooping to take it up, thought by this trick 
tofatisfy the ceremonial, and fave his honour at the fame time. ButT/'- 
magoras, the Athenian, to gain the greater favour with Artaxerxes, di- 
rectly, without any trick or fubterfuge, paid him that ceremony of adoration 
which was required, for w which he was put to death on his return, the Athe- 
nians thinking the honour of their whole city fulJied by this low a&of fub- 
milfion in one of their citizens, though made to the greateft of Kings. Te- 
lopidasand Leontes would not fubmit to the 'Perfian ceremonial in this par- 
ticular. However, they often had free.accefs to the King, and * Telopi- 
das, by the fame of his great actions, as well as by his noble demeanour at 
this court, got that a'fcendant above all the other embalfadors, both in the 
King's efteem and favour, that he obtained all that he defired in behalf of 
his citizens, and returned with full fuccef? from his embafly. For he 
brought back letters from the King under his feal royal, whereby it was 
required that the Lac edamonians Ihould let Mejfena be free, and that the 
Athenians Ihould recall their fleet, and that all the other cities of Greece 
Ihould have the full enjoyment of their liberties ; and war was threatned 
againft all that Ihould not comply herewith. The fuccefs of this embaffy 
was much to the fatisfaction of the Thebans, they thinking hereby moft 
certainly to gain the fuperiority over all the other cities and ftates of Greece. 
For Ihould the peace be accepted of on thefe terms, and the Meffenians 
thoroughly reftored, the Lacedamonians would lofe one half of their ter- 
ritory, and thereby would be brought too low to beany more a match for 
them; and Ihould the other cities of Greece, as well fmall as great, be all 
fet at liberty, and made diftinft ftates* free, and independent of each 
other, this would fo divide their power j that none of them would be in a 
condition to contend.with them, but all muft fubmit to them. And if the 
peace were not accepted of, then the King being engaged in this cafe to 
joyn with them to force all to it, they thought by this addition of ftrength 
they Ihould eafily overpower all, and thereby gain to themfelves the fame 
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empire over the reft of Greece, asfirft the Athenians, and afterwardst the 
Lacedemonians, had for fome time enjoyed. But they failed of their ex- 
pectations in both thefe particulars. For the cities of Greece, whenmet 
together by their delegates to hear the contents of the King's letters,' all 
refufed to fwear to the peace on thofe terms. And Artaxerxes notcbes- 
ingat leifure to execute the other part of the treaty, did not, on.this re- 
fufal of the Grecian cities to come into his mealures* proceed to make 
that war upon them which he threatned ; and fo this whole embafly came 
to nothing, and the Thebans failed of all that they defigned by it. . For 
An. 366. All that Artaxerxes did hereupon, was 'to fend another embafly in- 
rcs 39?" to ^ reece "about two years after, whereby although he could not draw all 
the cities to fubfcribe to his terms, and fwear to the peace upon them* '.yet 
he prevailed fo far, that all laid down their. arms, and fubmitted to: beat 
quiet with each other on the fcheme propofed. 

About this time 1 a wicked faff of Johanan the high-priefl: of the^emr 
brought a great oppreflion upon the temple at Jerufalem. For Jejhua. his 
brother having much infinuated himfelf into the favour of Bagofes, then 
governor of Syria and Thienicia for the 'Perjtan King, obtained of him a 
grant of the high priefthood, .with which Johanan had been inverted feve- 
ral years, and came with this grant to Jerufalem^ to take pofleflion of the 
office, and depofe his brother from it. But Johanan not fubmitting here- 
to, the matter came to a great contention between them, and while the 
one endeavoured by force to enter on the execution of the office, and the 
other by force to keep him from it, it happened that Johanan flew Jejhua 
in the inner court of the temple; which was a very wicked adl: in it-felf, 
but aggravated arid rendered much more fo, by the great prophanation 
which was brought hereby on the holy place where it was committed, 
Bagofes hearing of this, came in great wrath to Jerufalem, to take an 
account of the facf. And when on his going into the temple, to fee the 
place where it was perpetrated, they i would have hindred his entrance, 
(all Gentiles being reckoned by them as impure, and prohibited to enter 
thither) he cryed out with great indignation, What, am I not more pure 
than the dead carcafs of him whom ye have fain in the temple*, whereon 
entering without any farther oppofition, and having taken a thorough cog- 
nizance of the faft, he impofed a mulcV on the temple for the puniihment 
of it, obliging the priefts to pay out of the publick treafury, for every 
lamb they offered in the daily facrifice, thefumof fifty drachms, which is 
about one pound eleven Ihillings and three pence of our money. This, if 
extended only to the ordinary facrifices which were offered every day, 
amounted to thirty fix thoufand five hundred drachms for the whole year, 
which is no more than one thoufand one hundred and forty pounds twelve 
Ihillings and fix pence of our money. But if it extended alfo to the ex- 
traordinary facrifices, which were added to the ordinary on folemn days, 
it will come to about half as much more. For the ordinary facrifiGes, 
which were offered every dayj and called the daily facrifices, were *qa 
lamb in the morning, which was called the morning facrifice, and-alamb 
in the evening, which was called the evening facrifice*; and thefe in-the 
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whole year came to feven hundred, and thirty. . But befides thefe, there 
were added k on every fabhath'- tiwo Jambs more, on c every new moori 
feven, on d each, of the feven days of the pafchal folemnity feven, befides 
■' one more on the feeoiid dayi when the wave ; fheaf was offered, on f the 
day of pentecoft fixteen, on E the.feaft of trumpets feven, on 5 the great 
day of expiation feven, on '' eachpf the feven days of the feaft of taberna- 
cles fourteen, and k . oh. the eighth, day feven. So that the additional lambs 
being three hundredfeventy ancLone,: tkefe if reckoned to the other make 
the whole number annually offered at the morning and evening facrifices 
to be eleven hundred and one And therefore if the mulct of fifty drachms 
a lamb was paid for them all, it would make thewhole of it to amount to 
fifty five thoufand and fifty drachms, which is of our money feven teen hun- 
dred and twenty pounds fix millings and three pence. But this fum being 
too fmall for a national mulct, and far mort of what governors of pro- 
vinces on fuch occafionsare apt to exadt from .their provincials, itfeemspro- 
bablej that all lambs that were offered in the temple, in any facrifice what- 
foever, were taken into t'hle reckoning.; and without this, there will be no 
fufficient caufe for that complaint which Jofephus makes hereof. For he 
fpeafcs of it as fuch, a . calamity and grievance upon the^-a^r, which a pay- 
ment of feventeen hundred and twenty .pounds' a year upon the whole na- 
tion of them could not amount to. Caftelius 'reckons this mulft at fixty 
talents. This proceeds from his laying it at five huhdred drachms a lamb 
inftead of fifty, which is a plain rriiftake of his. iEor the ,Cex* of Jofephus 
in all copies hath ■snvUxovta fifty, and riot ^.»7«»Q<Ttafiftvehundfed. But what- 
ever this mulct was, the payment of it lafted no longer than feyen years. 
For pn the death of Artaxerxes, .the ch.anges.31wi revolutions which then 
.happened in the empire, , havingmade a change of che governor i-n,«g»VAsr, 
he chat fucceeded Bagofes in.that province notfarther exacted it. 

A new war having, broke out. in Greece, bet ween the Orcadians and the An. 363. 
Eliavs, and that having produced another among the Orcadians them- Artaxer- 
ielves, m one party called m ths Thehans. to their affiftanc<?j and the other * eS4 *' 
.party the Lacedtemoiiims and the. Athewims., jMerepn the Lacedamonidns 
fet forth a great army under the command of jggejilam, to help that .par- 
ty which they favoured, and the Whebam another under the command of 
Epamtnondas to fupport the other party, which.prpduced thefam.(E>us-b#t- 
tel of Matmma, wherein the Laaed&momans loft the victory, and the tke- 
bans their general Efaminoridds, which was the greater lofs of the two. For 
with him all the vigour of xhzThekw ftate expired, and they never more 
fignified any thing after this. But as; they had attained all their power and 
glory by the conduct and valour: of this onefgreat man, fo they loft it all 
again with him. Thefe lofles being received on both fides, they made 
both: weary of the war, and therefore : foon .-after! this battel both parties, 
and with them all the reft of the GW«*# ftates, came to a general pe^ee. 
amongfthemfelves, ■, and the Meffewans, not withftanding what the Lacedpr 
juotiiufiS' endeavoured to the contrary j wercalfo .included in it, according 
as had iheen decreed' by the King: of V?erfia. ; 
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While thefe things were doing in Greece, "Tachos fucceeded Netta- 
ttabis in the kingdom of Egypt, and gathered together all the ftrength he 
could, to defend himfetf in it againft the King of <PerJia, who ftill purfued 
his defigns of recovering that kingdom again to his empire, notwithftand- 
ing he had fo often mifcarried in them. 
An. 362. An d to make himfelf the rtronger againft fo potent an enemy, he fent 
Anaxer- j nto Greece to raife mercenaries, and prevailed with the Lacedamonians 0 to 
xeS 43- aid him with a good number of their forces under the command of Agejl- 
laus For the Lacedemonians being angry, that Artaxerxes had forced 
them to include the Mejfenians in the late peace, were glad to lay hold of 
this occafion to exprefs their refentments for it. And Agejilaus, either 
out of fondnefs ftill to be at the head of armies, or elfe out of a greedy 
defire of gaining riches by it, galdly accepted of the employment, tho' it 
neither fuited his age (which was above eighty) to be engaged in fuch an 
undertaking, nor the dignity of hisperfon, thus to become a mercenary, 
and let himfelf to hire to a barbarous King. That which chiefly tempted 
him to it was, Tachos promifed him to make him generaliflimo of all his 
forces ; but when he was landed in Egypt, andunttead of a great and glo- 
riousKing, which his great actions had reprefented him to be, the Egyp- 
tians found him a little old man, ill cloathed, and of a contemptible pre- 
fcnce, and living without pomp and ceremony, they very much defpifed 
him, and Tachos would allow him no other command, but that of his mer- 
cenaries at land, committing to Chabrias the Athenian the charge of his 
fleet and referving to himfelf the chief command over all. And when he 
had joined the Grecian mercenaries to the reft of his army, he marched 
with his whole ftrength into Thcenicia, thinking it better to meet the war 
there, than to expeft till it fhould be brought home to him to his own 
doors ; and Agefdaus was forced to. attend him thither. But the old Gre- 
cian King faw the ill confequence of this refolution, and advifed him againft 
it telling him, that in the prefent unfettled ftate of his kingdom, it was 
- his intereft to tarry in Egypt, and look well to his affairs there, and ma- 
nage the war abroad by his lieutenants. But Tachos contemning his ad- 
vice in this particular, and flighting him in moft things elfe, this fo far 
alienated Agejilaus from him, that when in his abfence in 'Phoenicia, the 
Egyptians revolted from him, and fet up Nettanebus his kinfman to be 
King in his ftead, Agejilaus joined with the revolters, and drove Tachos 
out of his kingdom; who thereon fled to Sidon, and from thence went to 
the Terfian court. Tlutarch condemns Agejilaus as guilty of treachery, 
in thus turning his arms againft the perfon into whofe fervice he was hi- 
red Aeejilaus's excufe for it was, that he was fent to aid the Egyptians, 
and that therefore the Egyptians having armed againft Tachos, he could 
not fight againft them, unlefs he had new inftruftions from Lacedamon; 
whereon meffengers being fent thither, the orders returned by them were, 
that A?e/ilaus Oioul& aft herein according to what he judged would be beft 
for the intereft of his countrey ; whereon Agejilaus going over to Nefta- 
nebus, Tachos was forced to make his flight out of Egypt, in the manner 
as hath been related. . 

. Cornelius Nepos & Plutarchus in Agefilao. Diodor. Sic. lib. If. p. 5-04. 
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An d he was no fooner gone, 'but another from among the Mendefians a» 3 a 
did fet up in his Head againft NaBa?iebus,zn& got together an army of an Artaxer- 
hundred thoufand men to fupport his pretenfions. Agefilaus's advice to xcs 44 ' 
Ne&anebuswzs, that he fiiould fall on them immediately, before they were 
well formed and difciplined; and they being .moil: of them raw and un- 
experienced men, they might eafily have been diflipated and broken, had 
this advice been followed. But NeBanebus miftrufting it to be given with 
an ill defign, and growing jealous that Agefilaus intended to betray him, 
as he had Tachos before, would not hearken to him, but delayed the mat- 
ter to gain more ftrength. In the interim, his adverfary having brought 
his army into form and order, grew too ftrong for him, whereon he was 
forced to coop himfelf up with all his forces in one of his towns, and the 
other fat down before it to befiege him therein, and began to draw lines 
of circumvallation about it. NeEtatiebus feeing the danger, would then 
have had Agefilaus engage the enemy to extricate him out of it. This he re- 
fufed for fome time to do, which encreafed the jealoufy of that prince againft 
him. But when the lines were fo far drawn round, as only to leave a fuf- 
ficient fpace for the befieged to draw up their army in, then Agefilaus 
told NecJanebus, that this was his only time to fall on, that the lines which 
the enemy had drawn, fecured him from being encompafled, and that the 
gap which was ftill left void, allowed room enough for him to bring all his 
forces to the battel ; whereon an engagement ehfuing the befiegers were 
put to the rout, and after this Agefilaus managed the reft of the war with 
that fuccefs, that he every where vanquifhed the other King, and at length 
took him prifoner. And thereon having fettled Nettanebus in full and 
quiet poffeffion of the kingdom, returned homeward in the enfuing win- 
ter ; but being in his way driven by contrary winds on the African Ihore, 
at a place called the haven of Mfinelaus ? he there fickned and died, being 
full eighty four years old. 

Towards the latter end of the reign of Artaxerxes great ;difturbances An 6o 
grew in the Terflan court, which ' Were occafioned' by the contention of Artaler- 
liis fons, in making parties among the nobility about the fucceffion. For xes ^ 
-he had an hundred and fifteen fons by his concubines, and three by his 
Queen ; the names of the latter were 'Darius, Ariafpes and Ochus. For 
the -Hilling of thefe commotions, Artaxerxes declared ^Darius the eldeft 
of them to be his fucceflbr ; and .for the firmer fettling of the matter, al- 
lowed him to aflume the name of -King, and wear the 'royal Tiara even 
in his lifetime. But this'not contenting him, and there being alfo fome 
difgult about one of the* King's concubines, which he would have had from 
him, he formed a defign againft -his father's life, and drew in fifty of his 
brothers into the fame confpiracy with jiim. He was chiefly excited to 
thisby Tiribazus, whole name hath been often above-mentioned! Artax- 
erxes hadpromifed.him one .of his daughters, but falling in love with her* 
he had married her himfelf, and to make him amends,' having promifed 
hini another of his daughters, he .married this alfo ; fuch abominable inceft 
wasinthofe times allowed inTerfia, by the religion which they then'pro- 



p Plutarchus in Agefilao. Diodor. Sic. lib. if. i Plutarchus in Artaxerxe. Ctefias. 
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feffed. Thefe two disappointments greathy difcontenting Tiribazus, and 
provoking his refentments againft the King for them, to be revenged of 
him, he excited the young king to this flagitious ad. But the whole be- 
ing difcovered, Darius was cut offinfuch manner as he deferved, and all 
his accomplices with him. . 
An- 35-9- After the death of Darius y r the fame contention was again revived, 
Arcane- w hj c h was m the Terfian court before his being declared King, three of 
ICS 4 his furviving brothers in the fame manner making parties for the fuccefli- 
on. Thefe were Aria/pes y Ochus, and Arfames ; the two former being 
the King's fons by his Queen, claimed as the lawful heirs, but the other 
only by the favour of his father, to whom he was the moft beloved of the 
three, tho' born to him only by one of his concubines. But the reftlefs 
ambition of Ochus prompting him to all manner of ways to obtain the 
crown, he carried it from the other two by the wickedeft and the worfl: 
of means. For Ariaftes being an eafy and credulous prince, he terrified him 
fo by menaces, which he fuborned the eunuchs of the court to bring to him 
as from his father, that apprehending himfelf to be juft ready to be ufed by 
him in the fame manner as Darius had been, he poifoned himfelf to avoid it. 
But Arfames ttill remaining to rival him in his pretenfions, and being in 
the opinion of his father, as well as of all others, both for his wifdom and 
all other accomplilhments, the worthieft of the throne, to remove this ob- 
ftacle, he caufed him to be aflaffinated by Harpates the fon of Tiriba&us. 
This lofs added to the former, and both aggravated by the wickednefs, 
whereby they were caufed, fo overwhelmed the old King with grief, that 
being now ninety four years old, he had not ftrength enough to fupport 
himfelf under it, but broke his heart and died. He ' was a mild and ge- 
nerous prince, and governed with great clemency and juftice, and there- 
fore being honoured and revered through the whole empire, he had a 
fixed and thorough fettled authority in all the parts of it ; which Ochus be- 
ing fenfible of, and knowing that it would be quite otherwife with him on 
his fucceeding, (the death of his two brothers having rendred the generality 
of the people, as well as the nobility, ill affe&ed to him) for the avoiding 
of the inconveniences which might from hence follow, he dealt with the 
eunuchs, and all others that were about the dead King, r to conceal his 
death, and took on him to govern as under his direction ; and giving out 
orders, and fealing decrees in his name, as if he had ftill been alive, in 
one of thofe decrees he caufed himfelf, as by his father's command, to be 
proclaimed King through the whole empire. And when he had governed 
in this manner about ten months, thinking now his authority fully efla- 
blilhed, he owned his father's death, and openly afcending the throne took 
the name of Artaxerxes ; but by the name of Ochus is he moftly fpoken 
of in hiftory. 

A». 3^8. But this artifice had not that full fuccefs which he propofed. For as 
Ochus i. foon as it was known that the old King was dead, and that Ochus had ta- 
ken poflefiionof the throne, w all leffer AJia, Syria., xa& e Pbcenicia 1 andfe- 
veral other provinces of the empire, refufed. him their obedience, and fell 
off from him, which very much diftreffed him. For hereby one half of 



1 Ctefias & Plutarchus, ibid. 
» Polyaenus Stratagem, lib. 7. 



». Plutarchus in Artaxerxe. Diodor. Sic. lib. . rjv p. fo6. 
wDiodor. Sic. lib. is- P- 704, fOf, j-o<5. 

the 



Book VII. the Old and New Tes tament. 369 

the revenues of his crown were cutoff, and the remainder could not have 
iurnced to carry on the war againft fo many revolters, had they continu'd 
firm to each other. But this union being wanting, they had not long 
been m the revolt, e'er thofe who were the firft promoters of it were at a 
ftrife which fliould fooneft betray each other, and thereby reconcile them- 
selves to the King, The provinces of lejffer 4Jia y when they firft fell off 
from him, refolving on a joint confederacy for their mutual defence, chofe 
Orontes governor of Myjta for their common head, and having agreed on 
the raifing of twenty thoufand mercenaries, to be added to their other 
forces, they committed the care of it to him ; but when he had received 
for this purpofe a Aim fufficient, both for the raifmg of thefe forces, and 
alfo for. the maintaining of them for a year's time, he put the money in his 
own pocket, and betrayed thofe to the King that brought it to him from 
the revolted provinces. And Rheomithres^ another prime leader in this 
revolt in lejffer Afia, being fent from thence into Egypt, to gain fuccours 
in that kingdom for the carrying on of this rebellion, praftifed the fame 
treachery. For on his return with five hundred talents, and fifty fliips of 
war, having called together at Leucas, a city in lejffer Afia, feveralof the 
prime ringleaders of the revolt* on pretence of giving them an account of 
his agency, he there feized them all, and made his peace with the King by 
betraying them into his hands, and kept the money for a prey unto him- 
felf. And by thefe means the danger of this formidable revolt, which 
threatned the Terjian empire with abfolute ruin, was all blown over, and 
Ochus became fettled in the throne much firmer than he deferved. For 
he was the cruelleft and the worft of all that had reigned of that race in 
Terjiay which.his actions foon made appear. For he had not been long 
on the throne e'er he fill'd the palace, and all parts of the empire, with a 
great number of murthers. That the revolted provinces might have none 
other of the royal family to fet up in his ftead, and that there might not 
be any "of them left on any other pretence whatfoever to give him anydi- 
iturbance, x he cut them all off, without having any regard to fex, age, 
or nearnefs of blood. For he caufed Ocha, his own fifter, who was alfo 
his mother-in-law, (for he had married her daughter) to be buried alive ; 
and having (hut up one of his uncles, with an hundred of his fons and 
grandfons, in an empty yard, he there caufed them by his archers to be 
all fliot to death. This ieems to have been the father of Sijigambis the 
mother of Darius Codomannus. For y fguintus Curt ins tells us, that Ochus 
flew eighty of her brothers, together with their father, in one day. And 
with the fame cruelty he proceeded againft all others through the whole 
empire, of whom he had any fufpicion, leaving none of the nobility alive 
whom he thought to be any way ill affected towards him. Diodoras Si- 
culus placeth this revolt in the laft year of Artaxerxes ; but he being a 
prince, whofe conduct in the government had thoroughly fettled him in 
the efteem and affeftion of all his people, it is not likely that fo great an 
infurredtion againft the royal authority fliould have happened in his days. 
But Ochus giving reafon enough for it, when the next year after he afcend- 
ed the throne, I have rather chofen here to place it. For his ill difpofi- 
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tions, and ths wicked means whereby he made away with two of his brea- 
thers to come at the throne, were caufes fufficient to make many of the 
nobility, who had the government of the provinces of the empire, to ab- 
hor the man and refufe their fubmjffion to him. And he haying taken 
the came of Artaxerxes, this might lead Diodoras info the miitake of 
placing that in the father's reign which was done in the fon's. But this 
revolt was foon again qualh'd by the means I have mentioned. Qnly*D*- 
tarnesy governor of Cappadocia, having feized alfo Taphlagonia, gave him 
much trouble. But when he began his revolt, or when if ended, is no 
where clearly exprefled. But by what is written of him by 2 Cornelius 
Nepos, and a Folyauits, it appears he maintained himfelf in both thefe pro- 
vinces, in rebellion again!! the King of Terjia a long while; and it was 
not till the time of Ochus, and fome years after he had been King, that 
he was by the treachery of Mithridates, one of his confidents, at length 
cut off. 

An. 3S 6. In the firfl: year of the hundred and fixth olympiad, about the middle 
Ochus 3. of the lummer quarter, Alexander the Great ; who overthrew the Ter/ian 
empire, was born at Telia in Macedonia. b Tlutarch and c Juftin fell us, 
that at the fime of his birth, King Thilip his father had the news that his 
hprfe had won the victory in the horfe-race at the olympick games, which- 
proves him to be born a little after the celebrating of thefe games. And 
d Arrian telling us out of Arijlobulus (whoaccompgnyed^f/i?Ar^»^er in aU 
his expeditions) that he dyed in the one hundred and fourteenth olym- 
piad, in the year when Hegejias was archon of Athens, (which was the firit 
year of that olympiad) after having lived thirty two years and eight rnpnths, 
thefe thirty two years and eight months being reckoned backward frpra 
the faid firfl year of the one hundred and fourteenth olympiad, and the 
month "Tiajius, in which he died, will lead us directly to the fame time 
for his birth which I have faid . But c Eufebius, and the 1 "Parian chronicle, 
place it one year later, that is, in the fecond year of the faid one hundred 
and fixth Olympiad. On the fame day in which he was born, s the famous 
temple of "Diana at Ephefus was defignedly burnt by one ^Eroftratus ; when 
he was put upon the rack, to make him confefs bis inducements, he ac- 
knowledged it was, that by destroying fo excellent a work he might per- 
petuate his name, and make it to be remembredin after-ages. Whereon 
the common council of AJia made a decree, that no one lhould ever name 
him ; buf this jnade him fo muph the more remembred ; fp remarkable an 
extravagance fparce efcaping any of the hiftprians, that have written of 
thole times. 

AR TA BAZVS, governor of one of the A/ian provinces, 1 being in 
rebellion againft, the King, drew Chares the Athenian to join him, with fueh 
forces as he then commanded in thofe parts, and by this affiftance over- 
threw an arrny of feyenty tfroufand pf the King's forces which were fent 
to reduce him ; for the reward of which Service,,, Artabazus gave unto 
Chares as much money as paid all his fleet, and the army which he had on 
board if. This greatly offended the King, and the Athenians being then 

* In vita Datamis. » Stratagem, lib. 7. b In vita Alexandri. ' "' 
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engaged in a war againft the Chians, Rhodians, Coans, and Byzantines, 
who were aflbciated in a revolt againft them, threats were given out, that 
the King to be revenged of them was preparing a fleet of three hundred 
fail, to help their enemies in this war. Whereon the Athenians not only 
recalled Chares, but came alfo to an accommodation with their revolted 
fubjecfs, that thereby being freed from all embarrafments at home, they 
might be in a better pofture to defend themfelves from all fuch invafions 
as might be made upon them from abroad. 

ARTABAZVS therefore being thus deferted by the Athenians, k ap- 3*4- 
plyed himfelf "to the Thebans, from whom having obtained a band of auxi- ° chus f- 
liaries, to the number of five thoufand men, under the command of Pam- 
menes, he did by their afliftance gain two great victories over the King's 
forces, which redounded much to the honour of the Thebans, and their 
general that commanded in this expedition. 

About the fame time 'hapned the death of Maufolus King of Caria^ 
which was rendered famous by the great grief which ■ Artemijia (who 
was both his lifter and his wife) exprefied hereat. For lhe having gather- 
ed together his aflies v and beaten his bones to powder, took a portion of 
them every day in her drink, till lhe had in this manner drunk them all 
down, aiming hereby to make her body the fepulchre of her dead huf- 
band, and in two years time pined herfelf to death in forrowingfor him. 
But before lhe died lhe took care for the erecting of that famous "monu- 
ment for him at Halicarnajfus, which was reckoned among the feven won- 
ders of the world, and from whence all monuments of more than ordina- 
ry magnificence are called Maufoleums. 

; As Artemijia fucceeded Maufolus in the kindom, fo on her death ihe A» 35-1. 
was fucceeded by 0 Idrieus her brother, who married Ada his lifter, in 0chUi8 - 
the fame manner as Maufolus had married Artemijia ; it being ufual for 
the Carian Kings to marry their filters, and for thofe lifters on the death 
of their husbands to fucceed them in the kingdom before their brothers 
or children. 

. The e Sidonians, and other 'Phoenicians, being opprefled, and ill ufed 
by thofe whom the King of Perjia had let over them, revolted from him, 
and entred into confederacy with Nectanebus King of Egypt againft him. 
The Perfans had long waged war with Nectanebus, in order to reduce 
Egypt again under their yoke, and were then preparing a great army to 
invade him. But there being no other way for them to enter Egypt, but 
through Phoenicia, the revolt of that countrey hapned very opportune for 
him ; and therefore to encourage them to Hand out in it he fent Mentor 
the Rhodian, with four thoufand of the Grecian mercenaries to their af- 
fiftance, hoping thereby to make Phoenicia a barrier to Egypt, and there 
keep the war out of his own countrey. The Phoenicians, ftrengthened 
by thefe auxiliaries, took the field, and by their afliftance overthrew the 
governors of Syria and Cilicia, two of the King's lieutenants, that were 
fent to reduce them, and drove the Perjians wholly out of Phoenicia. 
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The Cyprians being provoked by the like ill ufage, were encouraged 
by thisfuccefs of the 'Phoenicians* to revolt alfo ; and therefore they join- 
ed with them and the Egyptians in the fame confederacy. Hereon Ochus 
difpatched his orders to ' Idrieus King of Caria to make war upon them, 
who having accordingly got ready a fleet, fent it with eight thoufand Gre- 
cian mercenaries, under the command of Phocion the Athenian, zndEua- 
gorasy to invade that ifland ; who having there landed, and augmented 
their army to double its number hy other forces, which came to them 
from Syria and Cilicia, befieged Salamine by fea and land. Another Eu- 
agoras had formerly reigned in that city, of whom we have above fpok en; 
on his death he was fucceded by Kicocles his fon, and f this Euagoras feems 
to have been the fon of Kicocles, and to have fucceeded him in that king- 
dom ; but being driven out by ^Protagoras his uncle, was in banifliment 
when this war begun, and therefore gladly joined in it, as hoping thereby 
again to recover his crown. And the knowledge which he had of the 
countrey, and the party which he might ftill have in it, made him thought 
a. very proper perfon to command in this expedition. Cyprus had then 
'nine chief cities, and each of them had its King, but fubjecl: to the King 
of Per/ta. All thefe joined together in this confederacy, with a view of 
getting rid of the Per/tan yoke, and making themfelves each fupreme in 
his own city. 

OCHDS finding his wars with the Egyptians to have been unfortu- 
nately managed, and that this proceeded from the ill conduct of his lieu- 
tenants, v refolved thenceforth, to lead bis forces in perfon; and therefore 
having gotten together an army of three hundred thoufand foot, and. thir- 
ty thoufand horfe, marched with them into Thvenic'ta* Mentor* who was 
then in Sidon with the Grecian mercenaries, being terrified with the ap- 
proach of fo great an army, fent privately to Ochus to make his peace with 
him, offering not only to deliver Sidon. into his hands, but alfo to give him 
bis afljilancein his. wars with Egypt, where through his knowledge of the 
countrey he was enabled to do him great fervices. Ochus, glad of this 
proffer, fpared no promifesto engage Mentor in his.fervice. And he ac- 
cordingly having received fuch aflurances from Ochus as. he defired, en- 
gaged Tennes King of Sidon, into the fame treafon, and by hi& affiftance 
delivered Sidon into his hands. The Sidanians, on his approach to lay fiege 
to their city, had defignedly burnt all their ihips, that none might make 
ufe of any of them to withdraw from the defence of their countrey. And 
therefore, when they found they were betrayed, and that the enemy was 
within their, walls, having, no way now left to efcape either by fea or land, 
they retired into their, houfes, and fetting fire to them over their heads, 
were all confumed with, them, to the number of forty thoufand men, be- 
fides women and children ;. and Tennes efcaped not any better than the 
reft. For Ochus, after he had thus fubdued Sidon, having no more need! 
of him, caufedhim to be put to death alfo, which was a reward the trai- 
tor fuffieiently deferred, for thus felling his countrey to deftruftion ; and 
may all thofe who praclife the like courfes meet the like fate. There 
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werevaft riches of gold and filver in Sidon when this calamity happened 
to it, which being all melted down by the flames, Ochus fold the allies of 
the city for great fums of money. The terrible deftrudtion of this city 
frightning the reft of the Phoenicians, they all fubmitted, and made then- 
peace with the King, upon the beft terms they could. And Ochus was the 
willinger to compound with them, that he might be no longer retarded 
from the defigns which he had upon Egypt. 

But before he marched thither, w he was recruited with ten thoufand 
mercenaries, which were fent him out of Greece. For in the beginning 
of this expedition, Ochus had fent thither for auxiliaries. The Athe- 
nians and the Lacedemonians excufed themfelves, telling the Terfian em- 
baffadors that were fent to them for this purpofe, that they mould be 
glad to maintain peace and friendfhip with the King, but could not 
fend him any fuccours at that time. But the Thebans fent him a thoufand 
men under the command of Nicoftratus. The reft came from the Gre- 
cian cities oiAfia, and all thefe joined him immediately after his taking of 
Sidon. 

The Jews feem to have been engaged in this war of the Phoenicians 
againft Ochus. For 'after he had taken Sidon he marched into Judea y 
and befieged and took Jericho* and making many of the Jews captives, 
he led part of them with him into Egypt, and fent a great number of 
othexsinto Hyrcania, and there planted them on thofe parts of that coun- 
trey, which lay on the Cafpian fea. 

OCHUS the fame time alfo got rid of the Cyprian war: For ha- 
ving his mind wholly bent on the reducing of Egypt, that he might not 
be diverted from it by any other embarrafment r 1 he was content to come 
to a composition with the nine Cyprian Kings^ and therefore having re- 
moved their grievances, they all again fubmitted- to him, and were con- 
firmed by him in* the government of their refpecttve territories. The 
greateft difficulty in the bringing. of this matter to a compofure, was to 
content Eaagoras, who claimed to be reftored to his kingdom of Sala- 
mine ; but he being convifted before Ochus of great crimes there commit- 
ted, for which he was juftly ejefted, Protagoras was continued at Sala- 
mine, and amends was made Euagoras r by conferring on him the govern- 
ment of another place. But having there run into the fame mifdemea- 
nours which he had been guilty of at Salamine, he was ejefted thence alfo,, 
whereon being forced to flee into Cyprus, he was- there taken, and put to 
death for them. 

C TP MVS,, as well as Phoenicia* being thus wholly reduced, and fetled 3f°- 
again-in peacce, * Ochus fet forward for the Egyptian expedition. In his ° chus s»- 
way he loft many of. his men at the lake of Serbonis. This lake lay in the; 
entrance into Egypt from Phoenicia, of the extent of about thirty miles in. 
length. The fouth wind blowing the fand of the defart upon it, made a; 
cruft upon the furface of the water, that in appearance looked like firm 
land, but .if any went on upon it, they were foon fwalo wed -up and loft. 
And thus it, happened to as. many of Ochus's men* as for waric of good 
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guides marched on upon ir. And there are inftances of whole armies which 
have been thus loft in that place. On his arrival in Egypt he planted his 
camp near Telufium, and from thence fent out three detachments to in- 
vade the countrey, fetting a Grecian and a Terjlan in joint commiflion 
over each of them. Over the firfl he put Lachares the Theban, and Ro- 
faces governor of Lydia and Ionia ; over the fecond Nicoftratus the Ar- 
give, and Ariftazanes ; and over the third Mentor the Rhodian, and Ba- 
goas one of his eunuchs. To each of which having given his orders, he re- 
tained the main of the army about himfelf, in the place where he had 
firfl encamped, there to watch the events of the war, and to be ready 
from thence to relieve all the diftrelles, and profecute all the advantages 
of it. In the interim, NetJanebus having fufhcient notice from thefe pre- 
parations againft him, to provide for his defence, had gotten together an 
army of an hundred thoufand men, of which twenty thoufand were mer- 
cenaries out of Greece, and twenty thoufand out of Libya, and the reft E- 
gyptians. With fome of thefe he garrifoned his towns on the borders, 
and with the reft guarded thofe pafTes, through which the enemy was to 
enter into the countrey. The firft of Oc bus's detachments, under the 
command of Lachares^ fat down before Tehifium, which was garrifon'd 
with five thoufand Greeks. While this fiege was carrying on, Nicoftratus 
having put his detachment on board a fquadron of the "Perfian fleet, of 
eighty fhips that attended him, failed up through one of thechannelsof the 
Nile, into the heart of the countrey, and having there landed his forces, 
ftrongly encamped them in a place convenient for it. Whereon all the 
foldiers of the neighbouring garrifons taking the allarm, gathered together 
under the command of Clinius a Grecian of the ifland of Cos, to drive 
him thence. This produced a fierce battel between them, in which Cli- 
nius with above five thoufand of his men being flain, and all the reft dif- 
fipated and broken, this in a manner determined the whole fate of the war. 
For hereon Neclanebus, fearing left Nicoftratus mould fail up the river 
with his victorious forces, and take Memphis the metropolis of his king- 
dom, he hattened thither for its defence, leaving thofe pafles into his coun- 
trey open, which it was his chief intereft to have defended. When the Gre- 
cians who garrifon'd Telujium heard of this retreat, they gave all for loft, 
and therefore coming to a parley with Lachares, agreed upon terms of 
being fafely conveyed into Greece, with all that belonged to them, to yield 
the town to him. And Mentor with the third detachment, finding the 
paffes delerted and left open, marched through them, and without any bp- 
pofition took in all that part of the countrey. For having given it out 
through all his camp, that Ochus had given orders gracioufly to receive 
fuch as fhould yield unto him, but utterly to deftroy all thofe that fhould 
ftand out, in the fame manner as he had deftroyed the Sidonians, he per- 
mitted all his captives to efcape, that they might carry the report of it all 
over the countrey ; who accordingly returning to their refpeftive cities, 
and difperfing every where what they had heard was ordered by Ochus 3 
and the brutal cruelty of the man making it believed ; this fo frighted the 
garrifons through all the countrey, that in every city both Greeks and 
Egyptians were at ftrife, which of them fhould firft yield to the invader ; 
which Ne£tanebus perceiving, defpaired of any longer being able to de- 
fend himfelf, and therefore gathering together all the treafure he could- 
get into his hands, fled with it into Ethiopia, and never again returned. 

And 
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And this was the laft Egyptian that ever reigned in this countrey, it ha- 
ving been ever fince enflaved to ftrangers, according 0 to the prophecy of 
Ezekiel, which hath been already taken notice of. Ochus having thus 
made an abfolute conqueft of Eg'ypt-, ; he difmantled their chief cities, and 
plundered their temples, and then returned in triumph to Babylon, load- 
ed with vaft treafures of gold arid filver, and other fpoils gotten in this 
war, leaving 'Pherendates, one of his nobles, governor of the countrey. 
And here b Manetho erideth his commentaries, which he wrote of the 
Egyptian affairs. He '-was a priett of Heliopolis in Egypt, and wrote in 
the c Greek language' an hiftory of all the feveral 'Dynafties of Egypt, from 
the beginning of that kingdom to this time, which is often quoted by Jo- 
fephus, Eufebius, T hit arch, 'Porphyry, and others ; an epitome whereof 
is preferved in Syncellus. He lived in the time of ^Ptolemy Thiladelphus 
King of Egypt % for to him he dedicates his book. 

The chief caufe of NeStanebusWoSmg of his kingdom, J was his over- 
confidence in himfelf. He had gained his kingdom by the afliftance of 
Agefilaus, and had preferved himfelf in it by the prudence and valour of 
Diafhantus an Aihenian t and Lamitis a Spartan, who managing his wars, 
and commanding. his ; armies for him, made him victorious againft the?Vr- 
Jians, in all the attempts which they had hitherto made upon him ; with 
which being elevated, he thought himfelf now fufficient to conduct his 
own affairs, and' therefore difmiffing thofe by whofe help he had hitherto 
fubfifted, he was now ruin'd for want ofir. . 

O CHV S having thus mattered this war, and "recovered Theenicia and An. 34s»< 
Egypt again to his crown, he "nobly rewarded theferviceof Mentor the ° chus 
Rhodian. The other Greeks he had fent back into their countrey, withj 10 ' 
ample rewards, before he left Egypt ; but the fuccefs of the whole expe-. 
dition being chiefly/owing to Mentor, he not only gave him an hundred; 
talents, with many other valuable gifts, but alfo made him governor of all 
t\\e AJzdtic cazils, and committed to his charge the management of the' 
war, which he ftill had with fome of the provinces that had there revolt- 
ed from him in the beginning of his reign, and made him generaliffimq 
of all- his forces in: thofe parts. Mentor having thus gained fo great a /hare 
in the favour of Ochus; he ' made ufe of it to reconcile unto him Memnon 
his brother, and jfrpdbazus who had married their fitter. For they had 
both been in war againft him. Of the revolt of Artabazus^ and the feve- 
ral victories which he had gained over the King's forces, I have already fpo- 
ken i but he beingat length overpowered, took refuge with Thilip King of 
Mac 'edon ; and Metiinon, who had joined with him in thofe wars, was forced 
to bear with him .the fame banifhment. After this reconciliation they 
both became very ferviceable' to Ochus, and his fucceflbrs of that race, e- 
fpecially ^»z«<?»i wid was a perfon of the greateft valour and military skill 
of any of his time. And Mentor was not wanting in anfwering that con- 
fidence which the Kirig had placed in him For when fettled in his pro- 
vince, he- foon reflored the King's authority in thofe parts, and made all 
that had revolted again fubmit to him. Some he circumvented by ftrata- 
gemand military skill, and others he fubdued by open force, andfowife- 
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ly managed all his advantages, that at length he reduced all again under 
their former yoke, and thoroughly re-eftabliflied the King's affairs in all 
thofe provinces. 

An. 348. In 6 the firft year of the hundred and eighth olympiad, died Tlato> 
Ochus t j ie f amous Athenian philofopher. The eminenteft of his fcholars was 
1 1 ' Ariftotle, the founder of the peripatetic philofophy. He h was by birth of 
Stagira, a fmall city on the river Strymon, in the northern confines of 
Macedonia. He was born in the firft year of the ninety ninth olympiad, 
(which was the year before Chrift 384.) At the age of feventeen he came 
to Athens, and became one of the fcholars of Tlato, and heard him till 
his death. Speujippus fucceeding "Plato in hisfchool, Ariftotle went into 
Afia to Hermias the eunuch, who was King of Atarna a city of Myfia, 
and having married his niece, lived with him three years ; till at length 
Hermias being circumvented, and drawn into afnare by Mentor the Rho- 
dian, who commanded for Ochus in thofe parts, was taken prifoner, and 
feht to the Terfian court, where he f w.as put to death. Hereon Ariftotle 
fled to Mitylene, and from thence^eht into Macedonia, and became prae- 
ceptor to Alexander the Great, with whom he tarried eight years. After 
this he returned to Athens,, nn^there taught the peripatetic philofophy 
in the Lyceum twelve yeai 1, Bui being accufed of holding fome notions, 
contrary to the religion there eftablifhed, and not daring to venture him- 
felf on a tryal for fear of Socrates's fate, he withdrew to Chalets a town 
in Euboea, and there died about two years after, being then fixty three 
years old. While he lived with Hermias in Afta, 'he there fell acquaint- 
ed with a Jew of wonderful wifdom, temperance, and goodnefs ; who 
came thither from the upper parts of Afia upon fome bufmefs, which he 
had on thofe maritime coafts, and having frequent converfation with him, 
learned much from him. This Jofephus tells us from a book written by 
Clearchus,who was one of the chiefeft of Ariftttle's fcholars. And from what 
he then learned from this Jew, it's moft likely proceeded what Ariftobolus, 
"and out of him Clemens Alexandrinus, have obferved of Ariftotle^ phi- 
lofophy, that is, that it contains many ;; things which agree with what is writ- 
ten by Mofes and the prophets in the fcriptures of the Old Teftament. 
An =47 O CHVS, after he had fubdued Egypt, and reduced again all the re- 
Oc'hut ' yoked provinces, gave himfelf wholly up to hiseafe, fpending the reft of 
I2 ' his life in luxury, lazinefs, and pleafure ; 1 and left the administration of 
his affairs wholly to his minifters ; the chiefeft of which were Bagoas his 
favourite eunuch, and Mentor the Rhodian ; who agreeing to part the 
power between them, the former governed all the provinces of the upper 
AJia, and the latter thofe of the lower. 
An.r&x. JO HA NAN, high-prieft of the Jews, died in the eighteenth year of 
Ochus Ochus, after he had been in that office m thirty two years, and was fuc- 
l8 ' ce'eded n by Jaddua his fon, who held it twenty years. 
An. 338. OCHV S died after he had reigned ° one and twenty years, Being 
?ii huS p poifoned by Bagoas the eunuch. This eunuch being, an Egyptian by 
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birth, had a love for his count rey, and a zeal for his counrrcy religion, and 
thought to have influenced Ochui in favour of both, on the conquelt ot 
that kingdom; but not being able to over-rule the brutal ferity of that 
prince, thofcacls were done in refpectof each of them, which he deeply 
refented ever afrcr. For OcAns, on his conquering of Egypt, not only 
difmantled their cities, robbed the inhabitant?, and plundered their rcm- 
ples, (as hath been already mentioned) but alfo % carried away all their 
publick records, (which were repofited and kept with great facrcdnefs in 
i heir temples) and in contempt of their religion flew their god Apis, that 
is, the facred bull which they worlhippcd under that name. For ' Ochus 
being as remarkable for his floth and ihipid inactivity, as he was for his 
cruelty, xhcEgyptians for this reafon nick-named him tkeafs'\ which an- 
gered him fo far, that hecaufed their Apis to be taken out of thctemplb 
where he was kept, and made him bcfacrificcd to an afs, and then order- 
ed his cook to drefs up the flefh of the flain beaft, to be eaten by his at- 
tendants. All this greatly offended liagoas. The records he afterwards 
redeemed with a great Aim of money, and fcht them back again to their 
former archives. But the affront offered his religion he moll refented, 
and it is faid that it was chiefly in revenge of this that he poifoncd him. 
And his revenge did not reft here; but * having caufed another body to 
be buried inflcad of his, he kept the true carctffs, and in revenge of his 
having caufed the fleflt of their Apis to be eaten by his attendants, he cur 
his fleflt into bits, and gave it to be eaten by cats, and made of his bones 
handles for fwords. Andnodoubr, when hedid all this, there wcreoihcr 
caufes concurring co excite him hereto, which reviving the old rcfentments, 
and creating new ones, provoked the traitor to all. this viliany againfl his 
mailer and bcncfa&or, which he executed upon hi m. 

After, the death of Ochus* Bagoas, who had now the whole power v,7 
of the empire in his hands, ' made Arjbs, theyoungeft of his Tons,. King A,u * '• 
in his ftcad, and put all the rell to death' ; thinking that by thus removing 
all rivals, he might bclt fecurc tohimfclf rhc authority which he had ufur- 
pcd. For the name'df Kingwasall chat he alldwcd to Arfcs, the power 
and authority of ihc'governmcnc be wholly rcfcrvfcd to himfclf. ' ' 

T HI LIT King of Mdccdon, •* having ovcrthVown the Thcbarrs and A- 
tbenians, in a great battel at Cbtrohea, made himfclf thereby in a man- 
ner lord pf all Greece, and therefore ~ calling together at Corinth an af- 
fcmblyof all the Grecian cirics and ftatcs, he'eherc caufed himfclf to be 
chofen captain-general of all Greece, for che carrying on of a war againft 
the Terfians, and made every city co be taxed at i fcertain number of men, 
which each of them was to fend and maintain in this expedition. ' 

Am> the nexe year after * he 'fcht Tarmehio,' Amyntas, and Attains* <i* 3&. 
three of his chicfelt captains, into A/ia to begin the war, purpofirig foon Axfcil - 
after to follow in perfon with all his forces, ahd'eairy the war into the 
heart of the Terjian empire. Burthen he was jim ready to fct forward 
on this expedition, he ' was flain at home, while he was celebrating the 
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marriage of Cleopatra his Slighter with Alexander King of Epirus. "Pav- 
Janias, a young noble Macedonian, and one of his guards, having had his 
body forced, and fodomitically abufed by /lttalus % the chief of the King's 
confidents, he had oiiencomplained to 'Philip of the injury, but finding np 
redrefs, he turned his rcvengefrom the author of the injury, upon Jum that 
refufed to do.hirnjuiliceforir, and flew him as he was palling in great pomp 
to the theatre to tinifli the folcmnitics, whereby he honoured his daugh- 
ter's marriage. It * is obferved by 'Diodorus, that in this foletnnity, the 
images of the twelve gods and goddefles being carried before bun into the 
theatre, he added his own for the thirteenth, drefled in the fiune pompous 
habir, whereby he vainly arrogated to himfclf the honour of a god; but 
he being (lain as foonas this image entered the theatre, this very /ignally 
proved him to be a mortal. After his death he was fuccccdcd by AUx- 
anderhls fon, being then twenty years old. 

Aboct tbe.fame time, Arfis King of Terjta * was flatn by the like trea- 
chery, but not for fo juft a caufe. J-or Bagoas finding that Arfes began to 
be apprized of all his villanies and treaibns, and was taking meafures to be 
revenged on him jfor them, for the preventing hereof, he came before- 
hand with him, and cut oft him and all his family. 
A- ; ; r . After B ago as had thus made the throne vacant by the murther of Ar- 
Duiji * y rSf he placed on it * 'Darius, the third of that name that reigned in'Per- 
jTa. His true name was Cofbtpawtut ; that of 'Darius he took afterwards, 
when he came to be King. , He is faid npt to be of the royal family, bc- 
caufc he was not the ftnof any King that reigned before him. However, 
he was of the royal leed, as defcended from 7>arius Not bus. For that 
tbarius hzd a fon called OJtauts, of whom mention is made in 'Tlatarcb, 
and he had a fon called * Ar/aues, who marrying Sjjitambis his filler, was 
by her the father of CodomaHnus. This Ofttner, Ocbus'pat to death oa 
his firlt afcending the throne, and with him above eighty of his fons and 
grandfens. How Codomannus came to efcape this Daughter is no where 
faid ; only it is to be obferved, that in the former part of Ochus's reign he 
made a very poor figure ; for he was then qp more than an ' AJianda, that 
is, one of the publick pofts or couriers, that carried the royal difpatcbes 
thorough the empire- If we fuppofe hjm to have been the ehiefeft of 
them, in the fame manner, as there is a poft-mafter in England, and a 
chaous-barticc at Cou/lfntitioplt, over all the reft of that order and employ- 
ment, (which is the higheft inteipretatipn the word will bear) this will 
be but a low office for one of the royal blood tp bp employed in. But in 
the war which debus had with the Cfalufuutt, toward the latter end pf his 
reign, a 'bold champion of that nation, having challenged the whole tPrr- 
J/an armv to find him a man to fight a fingle combat with him, and Codo- 
mannut having accepted the challenge after all others had refufed, and 
flain the CaduJFan, fpr the reward of this aflipn he was made governor of 
Armenia, and frprn thence, alter the death of Arfts, by the means of Ba- 
goas, afcended the throne in the manner as I have mentioned. But he had 
not been long on it, e'er Bagoas, finding that he was not one that would 
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anfwer his purpofe, in permitting him to govern all in his name, (which 
was the thing he aimed at in his advancement) refolved to remove him 
in the fame manner as he had his predeceffor, and accordingly provided 
a poifonous potion for him. But h Darius being advifed of the defign, 
when the potion was brought to him, made him drink it all himfelf, and 
fo got rid of the traitor by his own artifice, and thereby became thorough- 
ly fettled in the kingdom, without any farther difficulty. The character 
given of him is, that he was for his ftature and the make of his body the 
goodlieft perfon in the whole Per/tan empire, and of the greateft perfonal 
valour of any in it, and of a difpofition mild and generous. But having the 
good fortune of Alexander to encounter with, he could not {land againft 
it. And he had been fcarce warm on the throne before he found this ene- 
my preparing to difmount him from it. 

For Alexander! foon after his father's death, ; having called the gene- 
ral council of all the ftates and free cities of Greece to meet again at Co- 
rinth, there prevailed wich them to be chofen his fuccefTor in the fame 
general command, which they had conferred on him before his death, for 
a . war againft the Perjians, and all excepting the Lacedamonians consent- 
ed hereto. But the war which Alexander had with the Illyrians and Tri- 
ballians calling him north, as far as the river 'Danube., in his abfence the A- 
thenians, Thebans, and fome other cities, agreed to revoke this decree 
made in his favour, and entered into a confederacy againft him. Buty/- 
lexander returning conqueror from his northern war, foon brake this 
league. For k paffing the ftreights of Thermopylae with his victorious army 
he terrified the Athenians into a fubmiflion, and feveral other cities follow- 
ing their example made their peace with him, only the Thebans flood out ; 
whereon Alexander laying fiege to their city- took it by ftorm, and abso- 
lutely deftroyed it, flaying ninety thoufand of the inhabitants, and felling 
the reft, to the number of thirty thoufand more, into flavery. Thefeve- 
rity of which execution fpread fiich a terror of his arms over all Greece, as 
brought all tofubmit. So that in a fecond council which he called at Co- 
rinth, he was again chofen captain general of all Greece againft the Per- 
jians by an univerfal fufFrage, and every city confented to its quota both 
of men and money for the carrying on of the war. 

Her eoh Alexander returned into Macedonia, and having by the next An. 334. 
fpring there gotten his forces together, marched 1 with them to l5V/?#.r, Da^ius *• 
and there paffed the Hellejfront into AJia. The army which he led thi- 
ther, according to the higheft account, amounted to no more than thir- 
ty thoufand foot and five thoufand horfe. And with fo fmall an army he 
attempted, and alfo accomplilhed, the conqueft of the whole Per/tan em- 
pire, and added India alfo to his acquifition. But that which was moft re- 
markable in this undertaking was, that he fet out on it only with - feven- 
ty talents, which was fcarce fufficient to furnifh the army with neceflaries 
for thirty days. For the reft he wholly caft himfelf upon providence, and 
providence did not fail him herein. For within a few days after having 
encountred thePer/ian army at the river Granicus, he gained a great vi- 
ctory over them, though they were above five times his number, which 
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puthiminpoffeflionnotonlyof »*r^j'streafure at Sardis, but aSfoof M 
the provinces of Lejfer Afia. For immediately attl the Grecian cities in 
thofe parts declared for him, and after that feveral<jf the provincesinade 
their fubmiffion to him, and thofe which did not were fubdued byforoe ; 
and in thefe tranfaclions was fpent the remaining part of the year. 

Before he went into winter quarters, " he ordered all of his army Uhat 
had married that year to return into Macedonia, and fpend the winter with 
their wives, and return again in the fpring, appointing (Jhree captains over 
them to lead them home, and bring them back again at the 'time appoin- 
ted; which exaftly agreeing with the Jewijh law, (Deut. xXiv. sd and 
being without any inftance of the like to be found in the tffagesof any o- 
ther nation, it's moft likely Ariftotle learnt it from the Jew he fo much 
converfed wi th while in Afia, and approving of it as a molt equitable ufage, 
communicated it to Alexander while he was his fcholar, and that he from 
hence had the inducement of praftifingit at this time. 
M The next "year after, in the beginning of thefpring, he 'reduced Thry- 

DarfuT 3 . gia under his obedience, and after that Lycia, fPifidia, *Pam£hylia, <Pa- 
phlagonia and Cappadocia, and fettled all thefe provinces under thesgovern- 
ment of fuch of his followers as he thought fit to appoint. 

I n the ° interim 'Darius was not wanting to prepare for his defence. 
The advice which Memton the Rhodian then !gave him, was to carry the 
war into Macedonia, and a wifer courfe could not fee taken to extricate 
him out of the difficulties he was then involvedin. For he would be fure 
there to have the Lacedemonians, and feverai other of the Grecian ftates, 
who maligned the Macedonian power, to join with him, which would 
foon have brought back Alexander out of AJia to defend his own coun" 
trey. Darius being made fully fenfible of the reafonablenefs of this ad- 
vice, refolved to follow it, and therefore committed the execution of it 
to its author, making Memnon admiral of his fleet, and captain general of 
all his forces that were appointed for this expedition, and he could Hot 
have made a better choice. For he was the wifeft man, and the ableft ge- 
neral that ^Darius had of his fide, and for fome years had very faithfully 
adhered to the Terjian Intereft, and was one of their generals at the bat- 
tel of Gr aniens, and had he been hearkened to by the other generals, the 
misfortune which there hapned would have been avoided. For his advice 
was, not then to have hazarded battel, but to have defolated the countrey 
through which the. Macedonians were to march ; and had this been fol- 
lowed, Alex ander would have been forced foon to have returned for want 
of provifions to fupport his army. But the raihnefs and folly of the other 
generals overbearing what he wifely offered, that defeat enfued, which 
opened the way to the ruine of the Terjian empire. However he did not 
defeft D arms' s intereft on the misfortune of that day; but having : ga*- 
thered up the remains of the Terfian army, retreated with them firft to 
Miletus, and from thence to Halicarnatfus, and laftly to the ifle of Cos, 
where SD^rzaj-'scommiflion and the Terfian fleet meeting him, hefethim- 
felf on the executing of the defigri committed to his charge; in order 
whereto hetookin C&/ojand allX<?3-^, except Mitylene, purpofing next 
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to pafs into Eubved, and from thence to have made Greece and Macedo- 
nia the feat of the war. But that city holding out a fiege, he there un- 
fortunately died, which proved the ruine of that defign, and the ruine 
of the "Per/ian empire was the confequence of it. For Darius having 
no other general of valour and wifdom equal to him for the carrying 
on of that undertaking, he was forced to drop it. And therefore ha- 
ving nothing now to depend upon for his defence but his eaftern armies, 
* he drew them all together at Babylon, to the number, faith 'Plutarch, 
of fix hundred thoufand men, and marched from thence to meet the 
enemy ; which Alexander hearing of, made hafte through Cilicia to take 
pofleffion of the ftreights which led from that countrey into Syria* 
purpofing there to expect and fight the Terjian army. For within thofe 
ftreights there not being room any where to draw up above thirty thou- 
fand men in battel array, the Macedonians could there bring all their men 
to fight, and the Terjians fcarce the twentieth part of theirs, and there- 
fore mould it there come to a battel, they would have no advantage of 
their nutribers. Some of the Greeks who followed Darius, feeing the 
tfifadvantage he would have in fighting in that place, advifed himtomareh 
'back into the plains of Me/bj>otamia, and there expeft the enemy, where 
he might have room enough to draw up his great army, and bring them 
all to bear their part in the battel; but the flattery of the courtiers, and 
his adverfe fate, would not fuffer :him to hearken to tbis.advice. For he 
was 'made believe that Alexander was Withdrawing from him, and that 
therefore he ought to prefs forward to take him while entangled jn thofe 
ftreights, left otherwife he ifliould efcape his-bands. This drew Darips r to 
fight in thofe ftreights, where being able co extend his front no longer than 
the Macedonians, by reafon of the mountains which enclofed him on ei- 
ther fide, he could difpofe of his great army no otherwife, than by draw- 
ing them up in many lines one behind the other. But the valour of. the 
Macedonians foon breaking the firft line, and that being made to recoij 
ijpon the fecond, and that 'hereby again upon the third, and fo on, this 
did foon put the whole Terjian army into diforder; and the Macedonians 
-purfuingthe advantage, bypreffing forward upon thofe that 'fled, this en- 
creafed the confufion, till at' length their Whole army was driven to a rout, 
and the crowd, which was made in the flight of fo numerous an army 
througtrthofe narrow pafles, :being very great, the greateft number that 
fell that day were of fuch as were trampled to death by their own men, 
as'theyprefled to efcape. Darius, Who fought in the firft line, with great 
difficulty Jgot .out of the rout, , and fecured'himfelf by flight, .but all his 
camp, bagr and baggage, with'his mother, wife, and children, (which .ac- 
cording to the ufage 'of the Terfian Kings were parried, with him in the 
campaign) fell into the enemies 1 hands, and above an hundred thoufand 
Terjians were' left dead upon the field of battel. This battel was. fought 
at Iffus'va Ctlicia towards the latter end of the year, about, the beginning 
of our 'November, and the immediate confequence of it to the advantage 
of Alexander was, .thatuitfettled.aIlthe.provinces behind him in thejtrfii.b- 
jeftionto him, and added all 'Syria to' his former acquifitions, the capital " 
Whereof was Damafcus. Thither ^Darius before the battel had fent his 
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treafure, and mod of his valuable moveables, with his concubines, and the 
greateft number of the court ladies that followed the camp, under a guard 
to protect them. All thefe with the town, the governor, as foon as he 
heard of the flight of 'Darius, betrayed unto Alexander, and -Tarmenio 
was fent to take poffeflion of the place ; where befides a vail treafure in 
money and plate, he found three hundred and twenty nine of Darius 's 
concubines, and a great many other ladies, that were the wives and daugh- 
ters of the principal nobility of Terjia, whom he made all captives. . And 
among them was Barfena the Widow of Memnon, who being a lady of 
great beauty, as foon as me came into the fight of Alexander, fhe madea 
captive of him ; for he fell in love with her, and taking her into his bed 
had a fon by her called Hercules, who at the age of feventeen being called 
for by the Macedonians to be their King, was murthered by the treachery 
of Cajfander and Toly/perchon to prevent it. 

\V hile Tarmenio took in Damafcus and Coele-Syria, » Alexatider march- 
ed with the main of his army along the fea coafts towards' Thcemcia- 
Ashe advanced all yielded to him, and none more readily than the Szdo- 
nians. Eighteen years before Ochus had miferably deftroyed that city, and 
all in ir, as hath been above related. On his going back again into Ter- 
fia, thofe who by being abfent on traffic at fea, or on other occafions, had 
efcaped that maflacre, returned, and again built their city. But ever after 
detefiing the Terfians for that cruelty to it, they were glad of this occafi- 
on of making off their yoke, and therefore were of the firft in thofe parts 
that fent to Alexander on his march that way to make their fubmifiion to 
him. But when he came to Tyre, he there found a Hop. As he approach- 
ed their territories, theTyrians fent embaffadors to him with prefents to 
himfelf, and provifions for his army ; but being rather defirous to have 
peace with him as a friend, than willing to fubmit to him as a mafter 
when he would have entered their city,- they denied him admittance ; 
which Alexander, now flum'd with fo many victories, not being able to 
bear, refolved to force them by a fiege, and they on the other hand refol- 
ved to ftand it out againfl; him. What encouraged them to this refoluti- 
on was the ilrength of the place, and the confidence which they had in 
the affiftance promifed them by their allies. For the city then flood on an 
ifiand, at the diftance of half a mile from the more, and was fortified 
with a ftrong wall drawn round it upon the brink of the fea of one hun- 
dred and fifty foot in height ; and the Carthaginians, who were a power- 
ful £tate, and then mafters of the feas, had engaged to fend them fuccours 
in the fiege. And what gave them this confidence for the war, gave Alex- 
ander no lefs trouble in mattering the difficulties which he found in it. For 
the city being fo fituated, (as I have faid ) he had no way of approaching 
to it for the making of an affauit, but by carrying a bank from the con- 
tinent through the fea to the ifiand on which the city flood. 
£». 33 i. And therefore having refolved at any rate to take that city, he refol- 
us 4 ' ved on the making of fuch a bank to approach it, which he accompliflied 
with unwearied labour in feven months time, and by means thereof at 
length took the city. Had he here fuffered a baffle, it would have con- 
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•duced much to the finking of his credit* and this might have leflened his 
fuccefs every where elfe in the future prpgrefs of his affairs ; of which be- 
ing thoroughly fenfiblei he fpared no pains to furmount this obftacle, and 
by affiduous application at laft carried his point. To make this bank, or 
caufey, the town of old Tyre, which lay on the continent, furnifhed him 
with ftones andrubbifh, (for he pulled it all down for this purpofe) and 
mount Libanus, which is fo famous in fcripture for its cedars, being near* 
fupplied him with timber for the work. And by this means having car- 
ried home his caufey from the continent to the ifland, he there ftofmed 
the town and took it. And that bank, or caufey, ' is there ftill remain- 
ing, even to this day* and of the very fame length as anciently defcribed, 
that is, of half a mile, whereby what was formerly an ifland, at that di- 
ftance from the ihore, was thenceforth made a Teninfula, and fo it hath 
ever fince continued. 

Th e Carthaginians having troubles at home, the Tyrians could not have 
from them that aflittance which was promifed ; however, they fainted not 
in their refolutions of ftanding to their defence, and therefore when Alex- 
ander fent to them embaffadors with terms of peace, they threw them in- 
to the fea, and went on with the war. But many of them, for fear of the 
worft, fent their wives and children to Carthage. They had in their city 
a brazen flatue, or Coloffus of Apollo, of a great height: This formerly be- 
longing to the city of Gela in Sicily, f the Carthaginians having taken Ge- 
la in the year 405, fent it to Tyre their mother-city* where it was fet up 
and worfhipped by the Tyrians. During this fiege, a fancy taking them, 
upon a dream which fome one among them had to this purpofe, that 
Apollo was about to leave them, and go over to Alexander ; for the pre- 
venting hereof, they chained thisftatue with golden chains to the altar of 
Hercules, thinking thereby forcibly to detain this their god from going 
from them. To fuch ridiculous imaginations and fuperfli tions was the re- 
ligion of thofe times degenerated. But whatever confidence they might 
then place in their falfe gods, the oracles of the true God having deftina- 
ted them to deftruftion, this became their fate. For although what is pre- 
dicted of the deftrufiion of Tyre by Jfaiah (chap. xxiii.) and by Ezekiel 
(chap. xxvi,xxvii,xxviii.^ was in part verified in the deltruftion of that 
city by Nebuchadnezzar, yet there arefeveral particulars in thefeprophe- 
fies which feem applicable to this only* For Nebuchadnezzar's devaluati- 
on reached no farther than old Tyre, thofe who were in the ifland efca- 
ped thatruine. But the defolation of both is plainly threatned in fome 
parts of thefe prophecies, that is, of that which flood on the ifland, as 
well as that which was on the continent, and this Alexander only effected. 
Old Tyre he wholly demolifhed to make his caufey to the new, by the 
means of which having taken that new town, he burnt it down to the 
ground, and deftrbyed or enflaved all the inhabitants. Eight thoufand he 
flew in the fackage of the town, and two. thoufand of thofe he took pri- 
foners he caufed to be crucified. Thofe who were before fent to Car- 
thage efcaped this ruine, and 'a great number were faved by the Sido- 
niaus, and fecretly conveyed away in their fhips on the taking, of the 
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place ; all the veil, to the number of thirty thorji'irnl, were fold for ihves. 
The cruelty to the two thoufand who were cruo.i \1, was unworthy of a 
generous conqueror. This Alexander did to gratify his rage, for being fo 
Jong detained before the place, and there fo valLituU refill.'. : tuir after- 
wards, to palliate the matter, he gave out, that it was done !>y u .. . of juft 
revenge upon them for their murihering their mailers, and thai ji inj» 
Haves by origin, crucifixion was the puniihtnent proper for them. '1,'hi:. 
depended upon an old llory. For ' fome ages before the flaves oC'Jyre ha- 
ving made a confpiracy againlt their mailers, murthcrcd them all in one 
night, (fave only Strato, whom his Have fecretly faved) and marrying their 
milli efi'es continued matters of the town ; and from them the prcfent Ty- 
vt tins being defcended, Ahx,ti:der pretended thus to revenge on them the 
murther committed by their progenitors fome ages before ; and to make it 
look the morephulible, he faved all the family of Strato, as not being in- 
volved in that guilt, and among them Azelmelic their King, who was of 
it, and continued the crown Hill to him and his family, after he had again 
re- peopled the place. For having thus rid it of its former inhabitants, he 
planted it a-new with colonies drawn from the neighbouring places, and 
from thence would be clleemcdthe founder of that city, though in truth 
he was the cruel dellrbyer of it. 

O n his taking this city he unchained Apollo, rendred thanks to him for 
his intentions of coming over to him, facrificed to Hercules, and did a 
great many other fupcrltitious follies, which were reckoned as acts of re- 
ligion in thofe days, and then marched towards Jerufalem. 

For. the Tyrians being wholly given to merchandise, and neglecting 
husbandry, were raofUy fupplicd with proyifions by their neighbours, and 
" Galilee, Samaria, and Judea, being the countries from which they were 
chiefly furnilhcd, Alexander, when he fat down before Tyre, was forced 
to feck for his provifions from the fame quarters ; and therefore fent out 
his commifiarics to require the inhabitants to fubmit to him, and furnifh 
him with all ncccflaries for the fupport of his army. The j7«t\r 'pleaded 
their oath to ^Darius, by which thinking themfclvcs obliged not to own 
any new maftcr, as long as he lived, would not obey his commands. This 
exceedingly angcr'd Alexander, who in the fluih of his late victories think- 
ing all ought to fubmit to him, could bear no contradiction herein. And 
therefore, as foon as he had done with Tyre, he marched againlt Jcrufa- 
Ictn, with intention to punifli the yews as feverclyas he had the Tyrianr, 
for not obeying his commands. In this dillrefs Jaddua the high-pricft, who 
had then the immediate government of that people under the 'PcrJIans, 
being in great perplexity, and all Jerufalem with him, they had no other 
courfc to take but to fling themfclvcs upon God's protection, and implore 
his mercy to them for their deliverance from this danger ; and therefore in 
order hereto, they made their devout addrcflcs to him with facriAccs, 
oblations, and prayers. By which God being moved to companion to* 
wards them, d\xc€lcd Jaddua, in avifionof the night, to go out and meet 
the conqueror in his pontifical robes, with the pricfls attending him in 
their proper habits, and bli the people in white garments. Jaddua, in 
obedience hereto, the next day went forth in the manner dircclcd, with 
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the priefts and people ranged as in a facred proceflion, and all habited as 
the virion commanded, and advancing to a place called y Sapha (an emi* 
nence without Jerufalem, which commanded a profpect of all the coun- 
trey round, as well as of the city and temple of Jerufalem) there waited 
the coming of Alexander, and on his approach met him in this pompous and 
folemn manner. Asfoon as the King faw the high-prieft in this manner 
coming towards him, he was flruck with a profound awe at the fpectacle, 
and haftening forward bowed down to him, and faluted him with a reli- 
gious veneration, to the great furprize of all that attended him, efpecial- 
Iy of the Syrians and 'Phoenicians, who expected nothing lefs than that 
Alexander ihould have deftroyed this people as he had the Tyrians ; and 
they came thither with an eager defire, out of the hatred they had to them, 
to bear a part in the execution. While all flood amazed at this behavi- 
our, which was fo much contrary to their expectations, Parmenio asked 
the King the reafon of it, and how it came to pafs, that he, whom all 
adored, ihould pay fuch adoration to the Jewi/b high-prieft ; to which he an- 
fwered, that he did not pay that adoration to him, but to that God whofe 
priefthe was. For that when he was at Dio in Macedonia, and there de- 
liberating with himfelf how he ihould carry on his war againft the Perfl- 
ans, and was in much doubt about the undertaking, this very perfon, and 
in this very habit, appeared to him in a dream, and encouraged him to 
layafide all thoughtfulnefs and diffidence about this matter, and pafs bold - 
ly over into Afia, promifing him that God would be his guide in the ex- 
pedition, and give him the empire of the Perjians ; and that therefore, on 
his feeing this perfon, and knowing him by his habit, as well as by his 
ihape and countenance, that he was the very fame that appeared to him 
at Dio, he afliired himfelf from hence, that he made the prefent war un- 
der the conduct of God, and lliould certainly by his aflittance conquer 
Darius, and overthrow the Perfian empire, and fucceed in all things con- 
cerning it according to his defire ; and that therefore, in the perfon of this 
his high-prieft, he paid adoration unto him. Hereon turning again to 
Jaddua, he kindly embraced him, and entered Jerufalem with him in a 
friendly manner, and offered facrifices to God in the temple, where Jad~ 
dua having fliewn him the prophecies of Daniel, *■ which predicted' the 
overthrow of the Perfian empire by a Grecian King, he went from thence 
with the greater aflurance of fuccefs in his farther carrying on of the war, 
not doubting but that he was the perfon meant by thofe prophecies. All 
which particulars rendring him kindly affected to the Jews, he called them 
together when he was on his departure, and bid them ask what they had to 
defire of him. Whereon they having petitioned him, that they might enjoy 
the freedom of their countrey-laws, and religion, and be exempted every 
feventh year from paying any tribute, becaufe in that year, according to 
their law, they neither fo wed nor reaped, Alexander readily granted them 
all this requeft, which brought another very troublefomefolicitation upon 
him. 
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For he was fc'arce gbhe but of J eriifalem, but 'he wasaecofled by the 
Samaritans, who met him in great pomp and parades and prayed him that 
he would honour alfo their city and temple with his pretence. Thefe are 
Jo/embus's words, and they plainly prove, that the temple which they in- 
vited Alexander to, ; muft have been built long before that time, and not 
by leave from him, while he was at the fiege of Tyre, as he elfewhere by • 
miftake relates. For if it had not been built, but by -leave from him while 
at that fiege, the firft foundations of it could fcarce have been laid by this 
time. For the fiege of 'Tyre lafted Only 'feven 'moths, and immediately 
from the taking of it he came to Jerufalem. The fame Jofe^hus indeed 
tells us, that Alexander from Tyre went immediately to Gaza, and did 
not, till after two months more fpent in the taking of that city, come to je- 
rufalem. But herein he muft beagain b miftaken. For Jerufalem lying in 
the way from Tyre to Gaza, it's by no means likely that Alexander mould 
from Tyre go dire&ly to Gaza, then paflihg by J'eriifalem, and afterwards 
return three or four days march with all his army back again to that city, 
or that he fhould at all think it fafe to begin the fiege of Gaza, While 
fuch a city as Jerufalem was left untaken behind him : Arid moreover, all 
that write of the life ahd'aiSidris of Alexander tell ! us, ; that from the faking 
of Gaza he went directly into Egypt. Arid therefore taking it for cer- 
tain, that his progrefs was from Tyre to Jerufdlem, and from ; th'erice to 
Gaza, I have related it in this order. However, fuppofing it Were other- 
wife, there would hereby he only two riionths more added to 'the feven 
above-mentioned, for the building of this temple, the fiege of ; Gaga laft- 
ing no longer, and this would not much rnend the matter, it beirig'as im- 
probable that fuch a temple could be biiilt in nine months as m feven. 
When the Jews refufed to obey that fummons which Alexander ferit fhera, 
from Tyre to fubmit to hirn, c thefe Sdmaritans -readily cdrriplied "With "it, 
and to ingratiate themfelves the more with him, ferit eight thdufand of 
their men to affiit him in that fiege ; and valuing th'ernfelves upon 'this me- 
rit, thought they had a much better title to his favour than the jews, arid 
therefore finding how well the Jewshad fared, thought they might obtain 
at leaftthe fame, if not much greater grants fforn him; arid iritirder "here- 
to, made this proceifion to invite him to their city, and the eight thbii- 
fand Samaritans that were in Alexanders army joined 'with them 'herein. 
Alexander anfwered thern kindly, telling the" in, that he Was haftriirig in- 
to Egypt, and had not then time tofpaf e, but that when he ftiould cbriie 
back again he would comply with their defifes, as far 'as his affairs would 
permit. They then requested of hirn to be difcharged frorri payirig tri- 
bute on the feventh year. Hereon Alexander asked th^em whether they 
were Jews, for to them only had he granted this: privilege. To this they 
anfwered, that they Were Hebrews, who obferv'irig the fame law 'the Jews 
did, neither reaped ribr fowed in that year, and he having for this feafbn 
granted the Jews this imrnunity, they defired of him, that having the 
fame plea for it, they might have the fame grant alfo. Alexander not be- 
ing then at leifure to make full enquiry into this matter, feferredlhis alfo 
to his return, telling them that then he would fully inform hiirifelf as to 
what they propofed, and would do therein what mould be reafonable, -and 
then marched on to Gaza. 
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On his arrival at that city, * he found it ftrongly garrifori'd under one 
of Darius's eunuchs, named Bet is, who being a very valiant man, andve-: 
ry faithful to his mafter, defended it to the utmoft; and it being the in- 
let into Egypt, Alexander could not pafs thither till he had taken it. 
This neceflitated hirn to fit down before it ; and notwithstanding that the 
utmoft of military skill, and the utmoft of vigor and application, was made 
ufe of in the affailing of the place, yet it coil Alexander and all his army, 
two months time before they could mafter it. The flop which this did 
put to his intended march into Egypt, and two dangerous wounds which 
he received in the fiege, provoked his anger to that degree, that on his 
taking the place, he treated the commander, and all elfe that he found in 
it, with inexcufable cruelty. For having flain ten thoufand of the men, 
he fold all the reft, with their wives and children, intoflavery; and when 
Betis was brought to him, (whom they took alive in that aflault wherein 
they carried the place) inftead of treating him in a manner fuitable to his 
valour and fidelity, as a generous conqueror ought to have done* he or- 
dered his heels to be bored, and a cord to be drawn thorough them, and 
caufed him thereby to be tied to the hinder part of a chariot* and drag- 
ged round the city till he died, bragging that herein he imitated his pro-, 
genitor Achilles, who, as Homer hath it, thus dragged Hecjor round the 
walls of Troy. But that was a barbarous aft in the example, and much 
more fo in the imitation. For ic was only Hectors dead carcafs that Achil- 
les dragged round Troy; but Alexander thus treated Betis while alive, and 
thus made him die in a cruel manner, for no other caufe, but that he faith- 
fully and valiantly ferved his mafter, in the poll committed to his charge,-; 
which was deferving of reward, even from an enemy, rather than of fo. 
cruel a punilhment ; and Alexander would have acted accordingly, had 
he made the true principles of virtue and generofity, rather than the fifti-*, 
ons of Homer, the rule of his aftions. But that young conqueror having 
the Iliads of this poet in great admiration, always carried them with him, 
laid them under his pillow when he flept, and read in them on all leifure. 
opportunities ; and therefore finding Achilles to be the great hero of that, 
poem, he thought every thing faid of him in it worthy of his imitation* 
and the readieft way to make him an hero alio ; and the vanity of being; 
thought fuch, and the eager defire which he had of making his name in like . 
manner to be celebrated in after-ages, was the main impulfive caufe of all his 
undertakings. But in reality, were all his aciions duly eftimated, he could . 
deferve no other character than that of the great cut-throat of the age in 
which he liv'd. . But the folly of mankind, and the error of hiftorians is 
fuch, that they ufually make the aftionsof war, bloodfhed, andconqueftj 
the fubjeft of their higheft encomiums, and thofe their moft. celebrated, 
heroes that moft excel therein. In a righteous caufe, and the juft defence 
of a man's countrey, all actions of valour are indeed.juft reafons of praife ; 
but in all other cafes, victory and conqueft are no more than murther and 
rapiri, arid every one is to be detefted as the greateft enemy ,to : mankind* 
that is moft aftive herein. Thofe are only true heroes, who.moft benefit 
the world by promoting the peace, welfare, and good of mankind ; but . 
fuch as opprefs it with the {laughter of men, the defolation of countries* 

a Jofeph. ibid. Plutarchus .in Alexandra. Q. Curtius, lib.. 4.' cap. 6. Arrian. lib. 2. 
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the burning, of cities, and the other calamities which attend war, are the 
fcourgesof God, the Attild's of the age in which they live, and the grea- 
teft plagues and calamities that can happen to it, and which are never fent 
into the world but for the punifhment of it ; and therefore ought as fuch 
to be prayed againft, and detefted by all mankind. To make thefe the 
fubje&of praife and panegyric, is to lay ill examples before princes, as if 
fuch oppreffions of mankind were the trueft way's to honour and glory. 
And we knew a late prince, who having broke through treaties, leagues 
and oaths, to rob his neighbours of their territories, gave no other reafon 
for the war, but that it was for his glory. And it is too plain, that the 
like vain and falfe notions of gaining glory this way, is that grand im- 
pulfe upon the minds of princes, which moves them to moft of thofe de- 
ftruftive wars upon each other, whereby the peace of the world is fo of- 
ten difturb'd, and fuch great mifchiefs and calamities brought upon man- 
kind. 

_ As foon as A/exanderh&d finifhed thefiege of Gaza, and fettled a gar- 
rifon there, he * marched directly for Egypt, and on the feventh day af- 
ter arrived at Telufium, where he was met by great numbers of the Egyp- 
tians, who thither flocked to him, to own him for their fovereign, and 
make their fubmiffion to him. For their hatred to the Terfians was 
fuch, that they were glad of any new comer that would deliver them from 
that infolence and indignity, with which they treated them and their reli- 
gion. For how bad foever any religion may be (and a worfethan that of 
the Egyptians could fcarce any wherebe contrived) yet as long as it is their 
national religion, no nation will bear affront and indignity to be offered' 
to it, and nothing ufually provokes a people more than fuch a treatment, 
Ochus had flain their god Apis in a manner of indignity, the moft affront- 
ing that could be offered to them or their religion ; and the TeYjfans, 
whom he left to govern the countrey, carried on the humour, of treating 
them in the fame manner, which raifed their indignation againft them to 
fo great an height, that when Amyntas came thither a little before but with 
an handful of men, they were all ready to have joined with him, for the 
driving of the Tertians out of the countrey: This Amyntas having revdL 
ted' from Alexander to ^Darius, was one of the commanders* of the mer- 
cenary Greeks at the battel of IJfus, f from whence, having brought off* four 
thoufand of his-men, he got to Tripoly in Syria, awcFhaving feife'd as' ma- 
ny of the ihips which, hefound there as would ferve his purpofe, he* bur- 
ned the refti and failed- thence fuit to Cyprus,, and then to Telufium in 
Egypt, and* feifed that place. For coming 1 thither under pretence- of a 
commiffion from 'Darius to be governor of Egypr, irrtlfe room of Sal>'a~ 
c^r the former-governor* who wzsQhmaVljfiis', ne'bythis-means gpt" quiet 
admiflion thither ; but asfbon as he had^ade'himfdfmafter of that ftrorrg 
fortrefs, he deelared his intentions of feifing Egypr fbrhimfeif; and ; dri- 
ving the Terjians thence-; and' great numbers of 1 the- Egyptians-, out of 
hatred: to- the ^r/5Vz«j-, readily jbined witH him^fbrth-ts pupofe'; where'- 
on- he marched ; directly -for Memphis, the capital- bftftat kingdom ; and ' in 
the firft .battel which hehad with the Tetfidns he -got 'the viftory, and'fliur 
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them up within the walls of that city. But after thisfuccefs, Amyntas per- 
mitting his foldiers toflraggle for the plundering "of the countrey, ihe7*cr- 
/Fans took the advantage of Tallying upon them while thus fcattercd, and 
cue them all oft* to a man, and Amy'nt'as with them. However this did 
not quell the averfion which the Egyptians bore the Terjiahs, bur rather 
encrcafed it. So that when Alexander enter "d that countrey, he found 
the people univerfally difpofed to receive him with open arms ; and there- 
fore he had no fooner reached their borders, but rhuliirudcsof them came 
thither to him to welcome him into the countrey, and make their fub- 
miflion to him. For he coming thither with a victorious army, was there- 
by enabled to give them thorough protection, which they could not fo 
well promifc themfelves from Amyntas, and therefore on his approach, 
they immediately, without rcferve, all declared for him ; whereon Maze- 
ns., who commanded at Memphis for 'Darius, feeing it in vain to fbrugglc 
again ft fuch a power, fubmittcd alfo, and opening the gates of that city to 
the conqueror, yielded up all to him, whereby without any farther oppo- 
lition he became forthwith mailer of the whole countrey. 

From Memphis he projected a journey to the temple of Jupiter Ham- 
fnort, which was fituatcd among the fands and defartsof Libya, at the di- 
ftancc of two hundred miles from Egypt. For *-Ham the fon pf Noah, 
as he was the firft planter of Egypt and Libya after the flood, fo he be- 
came, in the idolatrous ages that after followed, the great god of thofc 
countries ; and there being an ifland of about five miles breadth of firm 
land among thofc defarts of fand, they there built a temple to him. Ho 
Was the fame whom the Greeks called. Jupiter, and the Egyptians, Am- 
man. And hence it is, that the city in Egypt which the fcripturcs call *No. 
Ammon, (that is, the city of Ham or Amman) is by the Greeks called *bio]i 
fotis, ( that is, the city of Jupiter.) After-times did put the Egyptian 
name and the Greek name both together, arid called him Jupiter Ham- 
mon. Alexanders journey rothfs temple was upon a defign very fooliih 
and vain-glorious, and according to the religion of thole times altogether 
as impious. For finding irm Homer, and other fables of ancient times, that; 
rtioll of their heroes were defcribed as fons of fomc god or other ; and 
aiming to be celebrated an hero as well as they, he would be thought the 
ibn of a god alfo, arid having cliofcn Jupit er Hammon to be his father in 
rhis farce, he ' fene mcflcrigcrs before to corrupt the pricrts, to caufe him 
ro be declared the fon of that god, by their oracle, when he mould come 
to coltfult it, and then followed after to receive the honour of that decla- 
ration. 

Is r his way thither *obfcrving a place dver-againft the ifland of Tharut 
on thefeacoaft, which he thought a very convenient place for a new city, 
HC there built Alexandria, which' thenceforth 'became the capital of that 
kingdom. For it hiving a very cbrivchieri^port, and the Mediterranean 
Before iti arid 1 the' Nile and the red-fe'a behind it, by virtue of thefc ad- 
vantage's it drew' to it the trabVboth of the call and the weft, and thereby 
foori grew up to be one of tW'mojt'fldu'rifjfiirtg' cities of the world. But 
trade haVirig"takcn another currchVin thele latter ages, on the finding out 
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of a way to India by the Cape of Good Hope, it is 1 now degenerated into a 
poor village, by the Turks called Scanderia, remarkable for nothing elfe, 
but that it ftill lhews fome of the ruins of what it anciently was. Alexan- 
der in the building of this city made ufe m of Denocrates for his architect, 
whofe name had been made famous in that art by his rebuilding the tem- 
ple of Diana at Epbejus, which had been burnt by Erojlratus; and ha- 
ving by his advice drawn a plan of the city, and let out its walls, gates, 
and ftreets, he left him to perfeft the work according to it, and went 
on in his journey to the temple of Jupiter Hammoti. It was from thence 
at the diftance of lixteen hundred furlongs, (that is, two hundred of 
bur miles) and molt of the way was through fandy defarts, in which he 
did run two great hazards, the firftof being over- whelmed by the lands, 
and the other of perifhing for want of water. By the former Cambyfes 
loft an army of fifty thoufand men in thefe defarts, (as hath been above 
related) and by the latter he had like to have been loft himfelf, and all 
with him, but that they were miraculoufly relieved by a Ihower of rain, 
when they were juft ready to faint to death for want of it. And indeed 
all his other undertakings were of a piece with this, they being all a fe- 
ries of bold, ralh, and dangerous aftions, in which he mult have perilh- 
ed an hundred times over, had not providence in as miraculous a man- 
ner as now preferved him through all of them for the bringing to pafs of 
thole events which he was defigned for. Having on his coming to the 
temple there paid his devotions, and received from the oracle the decla- 
ration of his being Jupiter's fon, which he went thither for, he returned 
in great triumph with that title, and thenceforth in all his letters, orders 
and decrees, ftiled himfelf King Alexander Son of Jupiter Hammon, giving 
it out, that this god begot him on Olympias his mother in the ihape of a 
ferpent. But while he prided himfelf in the honour which he vainly af- 
fumed hereon, every body elfe defpifed him for the folly of it ; however 
he perfifted in it, did many afts of violence and cruelty to make it pafs 
upon others, and fufferedit to grow upon him with his profperity fo .far, 
as at length to affecT: the being thought a god himfelf, till in the concliifi- 
on, when providence had no more for him to do, his death Ihewed him 
to be a mortal like other men. 

In his return he came again to Alexandria, and " took care to people 
his new city with colonies drawn thither from many other places, among 
which were many of the Jews, to whom he gave ° great privileges, not 
only allowing them the ufe of their own laws and religion, but alfo admit- 
ting them equally into the fame franchifes and liberties with the Macedo- 
nians themfelves, whom he planted there, and then departing from thence 
he returned to Memphis, and wintered in that place. 

It is remarked by Varro, that at the time that Alexander built Alexan- 
dria in Egypt, the ufe of the papyrus for writing on was firft found out 
in that countrey. The papyrus * in its proper lignification is a fort of 
great bulrufh growing in the marines of Egypt near the Nile. It runs up. 
in a triangular ftalk to the height of about fifteen foot, and is ufually a foot 
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and half in circumference,, and fomerimes more. When the outer skin is 
taken of£ there are next feveral films or inner skins one within another, 
and naturally partablefrom each other. Thefe when fepar.ated and flaked 
from the italic, made the paper Which the ancients ufed, and which, from 
tie name of the tree that bore it, they called alfo papyrus. The manner 
how it was fittdd'/for ufe may be feen in .the xi' and xii" h chapters of the 
thirteenth book of y /zw/s natural hiftory, and the book entitled, DeWa- 
fyro, which Guilandinus hath Written by way of comment upon them. 
But the clearelt and bell account hereof is given us by Salmajius, in his 
comment on the life of Firmus in Vopifcus 3 who was one of the writers 
of the 'Hifioria Augujia. From this papyrus it is, that « What we now 
make ufe of to Write Upon bat'h alfo the name of paper, though of quite 
another nature from the ancient '^^r/Af of the Egyptians. Many other 
devices were made ufe of in former times to find fit materials to write 
upon. TUny 'tells us, that "the ancienteflrway of writing was upon the 
leaves of the palm-tree. Afterwards they -made ufe r of the inner'bark of 
a tree for this purpo'fe ; wliich inner bark being in Latih called liber, and 
in Greek £'£a(§u; from hence abodk hath ever fincein the language 
been called liber, and in the: Greek A©, becaufe their books 'anciently 
-connfted of .leaves made of fuch inner : barks. And the -Qhine/eHtiW-mzke 
ufe of fuch inner barks or rinds of trees to write upon, asfome of their 
books brought in £«r^,plainly-fhe w. Another way made ufe of among 
the . Greeks and Romans, and whidh was.as ancient asWomer, (for he makes 
mention of it in 'his poems) was to write '.on tables of wood .covered over 
with wax. On thefe they wrote with a bodkin or fiyle oi iron, with which 
they engraved their letters on the wax, and hence iris, thatthe differentways 
of mens writings or compositions are called drfferent.y?y/^j\ This way was 
-moflly made.u'fe of in. the writing of letters'or epiflles ; hence fudvepiftles 
are in Latin called 1 tabella, and the carriers- of them 'tdbellarii. When 
their epiflles were thus written, they tied 'the tables together with * thread 
or firing, letting their feal upon the knot, and v fo fentthem to -the party 
to whom they were directed, Who cutting the 1 firing opened and' -read 
them. But on v the .invention of the 'Egyptian papyrus for this ufe, bli the 
-other ways of writing were foon fuperfeded, no material till-then invent- 
ed being more convenient to write upon thanthis. And therefore when 
w Ttolemy fPhiladelphus King of Egypt fet..up.tomake a great library, and 
-to gather . all -forts books into it, he caufed them to be all. copied -out 
-on this ibrt .of r paper. And it was exported alfofor theufe of other coun- 
tries, till Eume-nes King oTTergamus endeavouring toereift a library at 
^^a^jywhichifhould outdo that ztj4lexandria,occtifiQned a prohibition 
.to 'be -put upon the exportion Of that commodity. ,For the w P^y 
that then reigned in Egypt, • not liking that : his library fliould be outdone 
by any other, to put a Hop to ^w^/fj'semulation in this particular, for- 
rbad' the carrying any vaoxe ; papyr out of Egypt,- thinking that without it 
he could no farther multiply his books. This put Eumenes upon -the in- 
vention of making books of parchment, -and- on them -he-t-henceforth co- 
•piedout fuch of the works of learned men, ;as he afterwards put into his 
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library, and hence * it is that parchment is called pergameua in Latin, that is, 
from the city Tergamus in leffer AJia, where it was firfl ufed for this pur- 
pofeamong the Greeks. For that Ettmenes, on this occafion, firfl; invented the 
making of parchment, cannot be true ; for in y Ifaiah, '-Jeremiah, * Ez.ek.iel, 
and other parts of the holy fcriptures, many ages before the time of Eumenes, 
we find mention made of rolls of writing ; and who can doubt but that thefe 
rolls were of parchment ? And it mufl be acknowledged that the authentic 
copy of the law, b which Hilkiah found in the temple, and fent to King 
Jojiah, was of this material, none other ufed for writing, excepting parch- 
ment only being of fo durable, a nature as to lafl from Mofes's time till 
then, (which was eight hundred and thirty years.) And it is faid by "Dio- 
dorus Siculus, that the Terfians of old wrote all their records on skins. 
And J Herodotus tells us of flieeps skins and goats skins, made ufe of in 
writing by the ancient Ionians, many hundreds of years before Enmenes's 
time. And can any one think that thefe skins were not dreffed, and pre- 
pared for this ufe, "in the fame manner as parchments were in the after- 
times, tho' perchance not fo artificially? It's poffible Eumenes might have 
found out a better way of dreffing them for this ufe at Tergamus, and per- 
chance it thenceforth became the chief trade of the place to make them; 
and either of thefe is reafon enough from Tergamus to call them ferga- 
menx Thefe are found fo ufeful for records and books, by reafon of 
their 'durablenefs, that molt of the ancient manufcripts we now have are 
written in them. But from the time that the noble art of printing hath 
been invented, the paper which is made of the pafte of linen rags, is that 
which hath been generally made ufe of both in writing and printing, as 
beinff the mod convenient for both, and the ufe of parchment hath beea 
moftlv appropriated to records, regifters, and . inftruments of law, for 
which by reafon of its durablenefs, it is moft fit. The invention of ma- 
kins this fort of paper, Mr. Ray puts very late. For he tells us, °m his 
Herbal that it was not known in Germany till the year of our Lord 1470; 
that then two men, named Anthony and Michael, brought this art firfl to 
Ba/il out of Gallicia in Spain, and that from thence it was learnt and 
brought into ufe by the reft of the Germdns. But there muft be a mi- 
ftake 'n this, there being both printed books, as well as manufcripts, of 
this fort of paper, which are certainly ancienter than the year 1470. There 
is extant a book f called Catholicon, written by Jacobus dejanua, a monk, 
orinted on paper at Meats in Germauy,anno 1460 ; and therefore the Ger- 
mans mutt have had the ufe of this fort of paper long before the time that 
Mr Ray faith. And there are manufcripts written on this fort of paper 
that are much ancienter, as may be efpecially evidenced in feveral regiflries 
within this realm, where the dates of the inftruments, or afts regiftred, 
prove the time. There is in the bifhop's regiftry, at Norwich, a regifter- 
book of wills, all made of paper, wherein registrations are made which 
bear date fo high up as the year of our Lord 1370, juft an hundred years 
before the time that Mr. Ray faith the ufe of it begun in Germany. And 

* Vid . Voffii Ety mologicon in voce Pergamena. * Chap. viii. i . • Chap. xxxn. 
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1 have feen a regillr.uion of fome ads of John CranJen, prior of Ely* 
made upon paper, whicJi bears date in the fourteenth year of King Ed- 
wardll. that is, Anno 'Domini i}zo. This invention feems to have been 
brought out of the EaJK For molt of the old manufcripts in Arabic* and 
the other oriental languages which we have from thence, arc written on 
this fort of paper, and fomc of them are certainly much ancicnter, than 
any of the times here mentioned about this matter, liut we often find 
them written on paper made of the pallc of filk, as well as of linen. It's 
mod likely the Saracen* of Spain firft brought it out of the Eajtimo that 
countrey, of which Gallic/a being a province, it might from thence, ac- 
cording to Mr. Ray, have been firlt brought into Germany ; but it mull 
have been much earlier than the time that he fays. 

T'TO LE JS1T the aftronomcr, being an Egyptian* and a native of 
Alexandria* begins the reign of Alexander over the Eaft* from the build- 
ing of this city, and here ends the reign of Darius and the 'Perfian em- 
pire ; and therefore 1 will here alfo end this book. 
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BOOK VIII. 



\LEXAN e DER i while he wintered at Memphis, fet- 
tled the affairs of Egypt. The a military command he 
entrufted only with his Macedonians^ dividing the 
countrey into feveral diftrifts, under each of which he 
placed lieutenants independent of each other, not 
thinking it fafe to commit the whole military power of 
that large and populous countrey into one man's hands. 
But the civil government he placed wholly in < Doloafpes an Egyptian, 
For his intentions being, that the countrey mould ftill be governed by 
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its own laws and ufages, he thought a native, who was beft acquainted 
with them, the propereft for this charge. And b that the rinifhing of his 
new city Alexandria, (fo called from his name) might be carried on with 
the more expedition and fuccefs, he appointed Cleomenes to be his fuper- 
yifor in that work, who continued many years in this charge ; and hence 
it is, that in c Juflin he is faid to be the founder of that city. He was 
d of Naucratis, a Grecian city in Egypt, there built by a colony c of the 
Milejians in times long before paft. Alexander did alfo fet him over the 
tribute of Arabia, but being a very wicked man, lie abufed both thefe 
trulls to the great oppreflion of all that were under him, till at length he 
received the juft reward of all his evil deeds in an ignominious death. 
For Ttolemy, after he had pofleiled himfeif of Egypt, rinding him plot- 
ting again!! him for theintereft of Terdiccas, f caufed him to be executed 
for it. There is extant a letter of Alexander's to him of a very odd nature. 
For therein commanding him, on the death of Hepheftion, to build two 
temples to that favourite, one in Alexandria, and the other in the ifland 
of Thartts adjoining, to excite his diligence herein, he promifeth him 
fuch a pardon, as the pope often gives to his deluded votaries, that is, 6 of 
all his evil deeds, pall, prefenf, and to come. But this did not fave him 
from the juft vengeance, which providence at length by the hand of 'Ptole- 
my brought upon him for all his wicked and unjuft aftions. 

When Alexander had thus difpofed of all matters in Egypt, the fpring 
drawing on, he haftened towards the eaft to find out 'Darius. In h the 
way on his returning to Talejline, he had an account from thence which 
very much difpleafed him. On his going from that countrey into Egypt, 
he had made Andromachus,. a fpecial favourite of his, governor of Syria 
and Talejline ; on h whofe coming to Samaria to fettle fome matters there, 
the Samaritans mutinied againft. him, and riling in a tumult, fet fire to 
the houfe in which he was, and burnt him to death. This it is fuppofed 
they did out of a rage and difcontent, that thofe privileges Ihould be de- 
nied them which were granted to their enemies the Je-ws; whereas by 
their fervices to Alexander, efpecially at the fiege of Tyre, they thought 
they had merited much more from him than the other, who had then de- 
nied him rheir afliftance. Alexander being exceedingly exafperated here- 
by againft that people, as the faft fufficiently deferved, caufed all that had 

• acted any part in this murther to be put to death, and drove all the reft out 
of the city of Samaria, planting there inftead of them a colony of his Ma- 
cedonians, and giving 1 their other territories to the Jews. Thofe that fur- 
vived this calamity, retired to Shechem under mount Gerizim ; and from 
this time that place became the head feat of this, people, and the metropolis 
of the Samaritan feci, and fo continues even to this day. . And whereas 
eight thoufand Samaritans had joined him at Tyre, and followed his camp; 
everftnce, that they might not on their return . revive this mutinous tem- 
per of their countrey-men, to thecreating of new difturbances, fc he fent 
them into Thebais, the remoteft province of Egypt, and fettled them oh 

fuch lands, as he there , caufed to be divided unto them. . 

b Arrian & Q. Curtius. ibid. Ariftotelis Oeconom. lib a. c Juftin, lib. 13. c. 4. 

<• Arrian, lib. 3. * Strabo, lib. 17. p. 801. Stephanus & Suidas in N*v>>.e/li;. 
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On Alexanders return into 'Phoenicia, 'he ftaid fome time at Tyre, that 
he might there fettle the affairs of thofe countries, which he was to leave 
behind him, before he did fet forward to acquire more. And when he 
had there ordered all matters as he thought fit, he marched with his whole 
army to Thapfacus, and having there paired the Euphrates, directed his 
courfe towards the Tigris in queft of the enemy. 'Darius, in the interim, 
having folicited Alexander for peace three feveral times, and finding by his 
anfwers that none was to be expected from him, but on the terms of yield- 
ing to him the whole empire, applyed himfelf to provide for another bat- 
tel ; in order whereto he got together at Babylon a numerous army, it be- 
ing, ra by one half bigger, than that with which he fought at Iffus, and 
from thence took the field with it, and inarched towards Niniveh ; thither 
Alexander followed after him, and having paffed the Tigris, got up wich 
him at a fmall village called Gaugamela, where it came to adecifive battel 
between them, in which Alexander with fifty thoufand men (for that was 
the utmoft of his number at that battel) vanquifhed the vaft army of the 
Per/tans, which was above twenty times as big ; and this in an open plain 
countrey, without having the advantage of ftreights to fecure his flanks, 
as in the battel oiljfus, and hereby the fate of the Terjian empire was de- 
termined. For none after this could to any purpofe make head againft 
him, but all were forced to fubmit to the conqueror, and he thenceforth 
became abfolute lord of that empire, in the utmoft extent in which it was 
ever poflefled by any of the 'Perjian Kings. And hereby was fully accom- 
pliflied all that which in the prophecies " of 'Daniel was foretold concerning 
him. This battel happened in the month of OBober, much about the fame 
time of the year in which was fought the battel of IJfus two years before, 
and the place where it was fought was Gaugamela mAjfyria, but that be- 
ing a fmall village, and of no note, they would not denominate fo famous 
a battel from fo contemptible a place, but called it the battel of Arbela, 
becaufe that was the next town of any note, tho' it were at the diftance 
of above twelve miles from the field where the blow was ftruck. 

DA RIDS, after this defeat, ° fled into Media, intending from thence, 
and the reft of the northern provinces of his empire, to draw together 
other forces for the farther tryal of his fortune in another battel. Alexan- 
der purfued him as far as Arbela ; but before his arrival thither, he was, 
by the quicknefsof his flight, got out of his reach. However, he there 
took his treafure, and his royal equipage and furniture, which was of vaft 
value, and then returned to his camp; where having allowed his army 
fuch time of reft as was neceffary for their refrefhment, after the fatigue 
of the battel, he marched towards Babylon, Mazeeus was governor of 
that city, and the province belonging to it* and had been one of Darius'* 
generals in the late battel; w-here after the defeat, having gathered toge- 
ther as many of the fcattered forces of the 'Perjians as he could, he re- 
treated With them to that place. But on Alexander's approach with his 
victorious army, he had not the courage to ftand out againft him, but go- 
ing forth to meet him, furrende*ed himfelf and all under his charge to 
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him ; and Bagaphanes, the governor of the cattle, where the greatefl part 
of 'Darius 's treafure was kept, did the fame ; and both adted herein, as if 
they were at ftrife which of them fhould be mofl: forward to caft off their 
old mafter, and receive the new. After thirty days tarrying in that city, 
he continued Mazaus, for the reward of his treachery, in the govern- 
ment of the province, but placing a Macedonian in the command of the 
cattle, he took Bagaphanes along with him, and marched to Sufa, and 
from thence after the taking of that city, to Perfepolis, the capital of the 
empire, carrying viftory with him over all the provinces and places in the 
way. Arriving at Perfepolis about the middle of "December, he gave the 
city to befack'd by his army, referving only the cattle and palace to him- 
felf. Hence followed a vaft flaughter upon the inhabitants, and all other 
barbarities, which in this cafe ufe to be a&ed by foldiers let loofe to their 
rage and licentioufnefs. This city being the metropolis of the Perfian, em- 
pire, and that which of all others bore the greatefl: enmity to Greece, he 
did this (he faid) to execute the revenge of Greece upon it. After the 
cruelty of this execution was over, leaving Parmenio and Craterus in the 
place, with the greatefl: part of his forces, he made a range with the reft 
over the neighbouring countries, and having reduced them all to a fubmif- 
fion to him, returned again to 'Perfepolis after thirty days, and there took 
up his winter quarters. 

While Alexander lay at this place p he gave himfelf much to feafting 33 o. 
and drinking, for joyofjhis victories, and the great conquefts he had made. fc e ™ n ~ 
In one of his featts, wherein he entertained his chief commanders, he in- 
vited alfo their mifles to accompany them, one of which was Thais a fa- 
mous Athenian courtezan, and then mifsto Ptolemy, who was afterwards 
King of Egypt. This woman, in the heat of their caroufals, propofed to 
Alexander the burning down the city and palace of Perfepolis, for the re- 
venging of Greece upon the Perfans, efpecially for the burning of Athens 
by Xerxes. The whole company being drunk, the propofal was received 
with a general applaufe, and Alexander himfelf, in the heat of his wine run- 
ning into the fame humour, immediately took a torch, and all the reft of 
the company doing the fame, theyall went thus armed, with him at their 
head, and letting fire to the city and palace, burnt both to the ground; 
which Alexander, when he came again to his fenfes, exceedingly repented 
of, but then it was too late to help it. Thus, at the motion of a drunken 
Itrumpet, was deftroyed by this drunken King, one of the fineft palaces in 
the world. That this of Perfepolis was fuch, the ruins of it fufficiently 
fhew, q which are ftillremaining even to this day, at a place called Chehel- 
Minar, near Shiras in Perfa. The name ' fignifieth in the Perfian lan- 
guage forty pillars, and the place is fo called, becaufe fuch a number of 
pillars, as well as other ftately ruins of this palace, are there ftill remaining 
even to this day. 

In the interim 'Darius being fled to Ecbatana in Media, f there gather- 
ed together as many of his broken forces as fled that way, and endeavour-? 
ed all he could to raife others to add to them, for the making up of ano- 
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ther army. But Alexander having by the beginning of the fpring fettled 
all his affairs in Terfia, made after him into Media. Of this Darius ha- 
ving received intelligence Lit Ecbatana, with intentions to march into 
Batfria, there to ftrengthen and augment his army with new recruits. But 
he had not gone far, e'er he altered his purpofe. For fearing left Alex- 
ander fhould overtake him before he could reach BaSlria, he ftopp'd his 
march, and refolved to ftand the brunt of another battel with the forces 
then about him, which amounted to about forty thoufand men horfe and 
foot. But while he was preparing for it, Beffus, governor of BaSlria, 
and Nabarzanes, another Terjian nobleman, confederated with him in 
the treafon, feized the poor unfortunate prince, and making him their pri- 
foner put him in chains, and then ihutting him up in a clofe cart, fled with 
him toward BaSlria, purpofing, if Alexander purfued after them, to pur- 
chafe their peace with him, by delivering him alive into his hands ; but if 
he did not purfue after them, then their intentions were to kill him, and 
feize his kingdom, and renew the war. Alexander, on his coming to Ec- 
batana, found 'Darius was gone from thence about eight days before ; 
however, he purfued hard after him for eleven days together, till he came 
to Rages, a city of Media often mentioned ' in Tobit, and which was the 
place where Nabuchodonofor King of AJfyria is faid, in the book l of Ju- 
dith, to have {lain Arphaxad King of Media. Here finding that it was in 
vain to purfue after 'Darius any farther, he ftaid in this place fome days 
for the refrefhing of his army, and for the fettling of the affairs of Media. Of 
which having made Oxidates, a noble e Perfian i governor, he marched in- 
to Tarthia ; where having received intelligence of Darius\ cafe,and what 
danger he was in from thofe traitors who had made him their prifoner, he 
put himfelf again upon the purfuit after him, with part of his army, lea- 
ving the reft under the command of Craterus to follow after him. And 
after feveral days hard march, he atlaft came up with the traitors. Where- 
on they would have perfuaded 'Darius to mount on horfe-back for his 
more fpeedy flight with them ; but he refufing thus to do, they gave him 
feveral mortal wounds, and left him a dying in his cart. Thilijtrattis, one 
of Alexanders foldiers, found him in this condition,but he expired before 
Alexander himfelf came up to him. When he faw his corps he could not 
forbear fhedding of tears at fo melancholy a fpeftacle ; and having caft 
his cloke over it, he commanded it to be wrapp'd up therein, and carryed 
to Sijlgambis at Sufa, (where he had left her with the other captive ladies) to 
be buried by her with a royal funeral, in the burying place of the Kings of 
Terfia, and allowed the expences neceffary for it. And this was the end 
of this great King, and alfo of the empire over which he reigned, after it 
had lafted from the firft of Cyrus two hundred and nine years. After this 
facf, Nabarzanes fled into Hyrcania, and Bejfus into BaSlria; and there 
he declared himfelf King by the name of Artaxerxes. 

AL EXANDER " was not flayed by the death of "Darius from ftill 
purfuing after the traitor Bejfus, but finding at length that he was gotten 
too far before him to be overtaken, he returned; again into "Partbia ; 
and there having regulated his affairs in: the army, as well as in the pro- 
vince, he marched into Hyrcania, and received that countrey under his 
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fubje&ion. After that he fubdued the Mardans,Arians,T>rangians,Ara- 
catljians^ and feveral other nations; over which he flew with victory fwif- 
ter than others can travel, often with his hori'e purfuing his enemies up- 
on the fpur whole days and nights, and fometimes making long marches 
for feveral days one after the other, as once he did in purfuit of ^Darius of 
near forty miles a day for eleven days together. So that by the fpeed of 
his marches he came upon his enemy before they were aware of him, and 
conquered them before they could be in a pollure to refill him. Which 
exactly agreeth with the defcription given of him in the prophecies of T>a- 
nielfome ages before, he being in them fet forth under thefimilitude "of 
a panther or leopard with four wings : For he was impetuous and fierce 
in his warlike expeditions, as a panther after his prey, and came on upon 
his enemies with that fpeed, as if he flew with a double pair of wings. 
And to this purpofe he is in another place of thofe prophecies compared 
to an w he-goat coming from the welt with that fwiftnefs upon the King 
of Me dia and "Per/ia, that he feemed as if his feet did not touch the ground. 
And his actions, as well in this comparifon as in the former, fully verified 
the prophecy. 

While Alexander was among the T>rangians, x difcovery was made 
of a confpiracy formed againlt his life, of which Tbilotas the fon of Tar- 
memo, one of the chief commanders in his army, and principal confidents, 
being found to be the head, was put to death for it with all his accompli- 
ces. And whether Alexander thought Tarmenio to have been in the plot 
alfo, or feared his revenge for the death of his fon, he fent to Ecbatana, 
where he had left him with part of his forces to guard his treafurc which 
he had there laid up, and caufed him to be put to death alfo ; which 
brought great envy upon him, this old commander having been his 
chief flffiftant in conducting his armies to molt of thole victories which he 
had hitherto obtained. After this AlexanderynofwithRanding the approach 
of winter, marched Hill forward to the north, and fubdued all in his way, 
carrying on his oonquefls as far as mount Caucajus, where having ;b.uilt a 
city, which from his name 'he called a'lfo Alexandria, as he had feveral 
others, he there 'terminated the actions of this year. 

Ea m y the next spring * he made after Bejfus, and having driven him An, 329. 
out of 'Ba&ria, and fettled that province under his obedience, he followed Alexan- 
dra into Sogdiana, the countrey now called Cowarejmia, where he was W 3 " 
retired. This -province being "fepa-rated from Baffria by the river Oxus, 
which was large and deep, Bejfus's chief -confidence was in the unpaflable- 
nefS'Of it. For%aving taken away or deftroyed all the Shipping and boats 
thatswere to be found -on it, -he thought Alexander vovtld not pofRbly get 
over it to purfue Mm any farther, ©ut -no difficulty 'being unfurmounta- 
ble to that conqueror, he found means by fluff 'd.skinsj and fuch other 
flevices,to>get : his army all over ; whereon Bejpus^s followers defpairing 
df'his'Cflfe, feifed his perfon, and delivered'himi>pund to Alexander, whp 
gave him into the 'hand of Oxatres -the brother of '^Darius, to be punilhr 
ed^by him as 'he fhould think fit, for the treafon he had been guilty of in 
.nxur-thering .his JCing. -For -after the death -of tDarms -this Oxatres fur- 
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rendred himfclf to Alexander, who very kindly received him, and admits 
ted him into the number of his friends, and treated him with favour as 
long as he lived. And Oxatres having thus gotten the traitor into his 
hands, made him die fuch a death as his treafon deferved. 

SOGT>IANA breeding a great number of horfes, * Alexander came 
thither very opportunely for the remounting of his cavalry. For by the 
quick and fatiguing marches which he had made, he had either kill'd or 
fpoiled moft of the horfes of his army. But notwithstanding, he had not 
fuch quick fuccefs in his conquefts here, as in other provinces. For he 
had not now to do with the effeminate e PerJ?ansimd Babylonians, but with 
the Sogdiafzs,T)abans, and Maffdgets, valiant and hardy people, who were 
not but with great difficulty to be fubdued. And therefore this province 
found him a full year's work, before he could bring ic into thorough fub- 
jection to him. It lay upon the eaftern fide of the Cafpian fea, between 
the river Oxus on the fouth, and the river Orxantes on the north ; the 
laft of thefe Gjhiinttts Curtius and Arrian call Tanais very erroneoufly. For 
the river Tanais is much more to the weft, and difchargeth it felf not into 
the Cafpian but into the Euxin fea, and is the fame which we now call the 
Don. 'Pliny ' takes notice of this miftake, and tellfus, it proceeded from 
Alexander's foldiers calling it fo, and that in his time it was called Silys. 
The capital of this province was Maracanda, a great city of near ten miles 
in compafs, and is the fame, which being now called Samarcand, is the 
chief city of the VsAeck Tartars. While Alexander lay there with his ar- 
my, towards the beginning of winter, b he bafely in a drunken fury mur- 
thered Clitus, one of the beft of his friends 5 which afterwards he con- 
demned himfelf for, as much as every body elfe ; for it was a very vile 
action, and the greateft blot of his life. After he had thoroughly fubdued 
the Sogdians, and reduced fuch of the BaElrians as had revolted from him, 
he took up his winter quarters in Nautaca, and there gave his army reft 
and refrelhment for three months. 
An.y.%. While he lay there, being wholly at eafe from the fatigues of war, 
Aiexuu- c he f e u - m i ove w i t h Roxana, the daughter of Oxyathres a noble Terjian, 
cr 4 " who was among the captive ladies in his camp, and took her to wife. She 
was the moft beautiful woman of her time, and alfo one of the moft wick- 
ed, as afterwards by her actions, efpecially in the murther of Darius\ 
daughters, flie fufficiently made appear. That Alexander's marrying this 
lady might be made no objection againft him among his Macedonians, he 
encouraged as many of their leaders and prime men as he found enclined 
that way to do the fame, and take them wives in like manner from among 
the Terjlan ladies. So that moft of the time that he fpent in thefe quar- 
ters, was taken up in making fuch marriages, and in nuptial feaftihgs up- 
on them. y 

But while thefe things were a doing in the camp, d Alexander's head 
was bufy in projecting an expedition into India ; his main incentive to this 
dangerous and unprofitable enterprize, was all an excefs of vanity and fol- 
ly. He had read in the old Grecian fables, that Bacchus and Hercules^ 
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two of Jupiter's fons, had made this expedition into India, and he would 
fain in emulation of them do the fame. For having been declared Jupi- 
ter's' fon as well as they* he would not be thought to come behind them in 
any thing, and he had flatterers enough about him to blow him up into 
this conceit. And about this time it was that he began to require divine 
honours to be paid to him, and commanded, that all that were admitted 
to make addrefles unto him, mould adore him as formerly they had the 
Terjian Kings. All his old friends mifliked this conduct in him, and 
none more than Callijiheites the philnfopher. He ' was a kinfman of Ari- 
Jlotle, Alexander 's mailer, and had been fent by him to attend this young 
conqueror on his firft entering on tbe'PerJ/an war, and had accompanied 
him through all his expeditions ever fince, and being a very wife and grave 
man, was thought the propereft perfon. to advife and direcl: him againft 
thofe excefles, which the heat of his youth might, carry him into. And 
this being the whole end for which he was fent to attend him, he could 
not but exprefs his diflike of this folly. But Alexander not being able to 
bear the freedom with which he exprefled himfelf in this matter, caufed 
him to be put to death for it ; which, next the death of Clitus, is that 
which of all his other actions bore hardeft upon his reputation ; and in- 
deed, if duly eftimated, it was by much the word of the two : For he 
was in the heat of wine, and alfo highly provoked by fawcy and abufive 
language, when he flew Clitus; but Callifihenes he did put to death de- 
liberately and defignedly, and for no other reafon, but that he exprefled 
his diflike of thofe follies, which he was fent on purpofe by his inftriu 
ftions and advice to correct in him. 

But before { he went on this Indian expedition, he very provident- 
ly took care to fecure all in quiet behind him, and therefore while he lay 
in thofe quarters at Nautaca, he removed feveral of the governors of pro- 
vinces who had opprefled their provincials, and remedied all the grie- 
vances they had been guilty of towards them, that none might have any 
juft caufe in his abfence to create diflurbances, or make any rifirigs againft 
him or his authority, in any parts of the empire. And the better to pro- 
vide againft all fuch, as well as for the more fuccefsful carrying on of the 
new war which he was going to enter upon, he caufed thirty thoufand 
young men, of the fons of the principal men of the conquered countries, 
to be lifted for the augmenting of his army, that having them with him in 
this expedition, they might be hoftages with him for the good behaviour 
of their relations, as well as ufeful to him in the war. 

On his marching into India, 6 his army, with thefe augmentations, con- 
futed of an hundred and twenty thoufand men,. Grecians and Terjians, be- 
fldes fifteen thoufand which he left with Amyntas in Baffria, to keep thofe 
parts in quiet. Many nations on this fide the river Indus were then rec- 
koned- to be of India, and in fubduing of thofe was this whole year em- 
ployed. h Some of them he conquered by force, and fome he received 
by fubmiflion. But none pleafed him more than thofe that welcomed him 
as the third fon of Jupiter that had come among them, meaning Bacchus 
and. Hercules for the other two; fo far was he intoxicated with the vain 
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conceit of being thought the fon of that imaginary god. Among thofc whom 
he fubdued by force were the Ajfacans. But Cleophis, the Queen of that 
nation, being a very beautiful Woman, redeemed her kingdom by prbffi- 
tuting her body to his lull, whereby flie incurred that infamy and con- 
tempt among the Indians^ that they afterwards called her by no other 
name than that of the royal -whore. By this concubinage ihe had a fon, 
whom from the name of his father ihe called Alexander, who afterwards 
reigned in thofe parts ; and if "Paulus Venetus may be believed, there were 
in a certain province of India, which he calls Balafcia, Kings of his race 
reigning there even to his time. 
A». 317. Early the next fpring 1 he paffed the river Indus, over a bridge of 
Aiexan- b oats there prepared for him, and from thence marched forward to the 
cr s ' river Hydafpes. Between thefe two rivers lay the kingdom of Taxiles, 
who fubmitted to him. But beyond the Hydafpes lay the kingdom of 5P<?- 
rus, a prince of great valour and power, who was there ready with a great 
army to impede his farther progrefs. This, on Alexanders pairing that ri- 
ver, produced a fierce battel between them, wherein, after a fight of eight 
hours, Torus's army was vanquifhed with a great flaughter, and he him- 
felf was taken prifoner ; but the magnanimity and generofity of his carri- 
age under his misfortune fo took with Alexander s that he again reftored 
to him his kingdom, and alfo augmented it. For after his having paffed 
the river Acejinis, which terminated Torus\ kingdom on the eaft, and ta- 
ken all the territory that lay between that and the river Hydraotes ) he 
added this alfo to Tonts's dominions. After this pafling the Hydraotes, he 
marchedt o the Hyphafis, and would gladly have pafled that river alfo, and 
gone on to the Ganges. But his foldiers being weary of following him any 
farther in thefe expeditions of knight-errantry, forced him there to put an 
end to his farther progrefs. And there-fore, having on the banks of that 
river erected twelve large altars for a memorial of his having been there 
he marched back again to the Hydafpes, where having at the place where' 
he vanquifhed Torus built a city, which he called Nicaa, in memory 
of that viftory ; and another not far from it, which he called Bucepha- 
la, in memory of his horfe Bucephalus, which there died, he ordered 
his fleet to be drawn thither to him, for his pafling down that river into 
the Indus the fouthern parts of India,, purpofing to carry on his arms 
and conquelts that way as far as the ocean,, and then to return to B;a~ 
bylon. 

An. 316. This fleet k he had ordered to be prepared from his firft pafEng the In- 
Aiexan- das, and it had been ever firice a making ready for him in the feveralpk- 
d " 6 - ces that he had appointed, which when it was* all brought together, amoun- 
ted to two thouf'and veflels of all forts. The chief command hereof he 
gave to Nearchus, and then putting his ! army on board, he foiled down 
the Hydafpes into the Acefinis-, and through that into the Indus. For the 
firft: of thefe fell into the fecond, and 1 ' the fecond into- the third. hti his 
way he had to do with two very valiant nations, the Oxidracians and the 
Mallians. The former of thefe inhabitedi where the- ;^^^e\r fell'into the 
Acejinis, and the other where Acejmilr fell- into the IndUs. Both- thefe he 
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forced into a fubmiffion, tho' not without great difficulty. And while he 
befieged one of the cities of theMallians, he was very near lofing his life; 
for being the firft thatfcaled thewalls* he rafhly leaped into the city, be- 
fore any others were at hand to fecond him, and was there almolt woun- 
ded to death, e'er any of his followers could get in to refcue him. Thence 
he failed down the Indus &s far as the ocean, conquering all the nations in 
his way on both fides that river. When he had palled the mouth of the 
Indus into the fouthern ocean, and had now carried his conquefts to the 
utmoft boundaries of the earth on that fide, he reckoned that he had ob- 
tained all that he propofed, and therefore returning back to land, when 
he had given fuch orders as he thought fit for the fettling of his Indian 
conquefts, he fent Nearchus, with that part of the fleet which was fittefl 
for the voyage, back again into the ocean, ordering him to fail that way 
t o the Terfian gulph, and up through that into the Euphrates, and meet 
him at Babylon ; and then he with his army marched over land towards the 
fame place. 

The 'way that he took in his march thither, was through the fouthern ^ 3->" 
provinces of "Perjia; a great part of which being a very barren countrey^'^" 
and full of fandy defarts, he fuffered very much in his paffage through ir, 
both for want of water as well as of provifions ; and the icorching heat of 
the climate added to the calamity, which grew fo great that it defiroyed a 
great part of his army. And to this it was chiefly owing, that he did not 
bring back above a fourth part of the number which he firft carried with 
him into India. When he arrived in the province of Carmania, (the fame 
which, retaining its ancient name, is ftill called KermanJ he marched in a 
bacchanalian proceflion for feven days together through that province* in 
way of triumph for his Indian conquefts. For it feems he had heard that 
Bacchus returned in this manner after his like expedition into that coun- 
trey; For he much affected to imitate Bacchus and Hercules in all this ex- 
pedition ; and he did too much the former of them, for a great part of his 
life, in that exceflive drunkennefs which he gave himfelf up unto. 

NEARCHt>S having coafted along all the countries, from the" Indus 
to the mouth of the Terjian gulph, arrived at the ille of Harmuzia, (now 
called OrmusJ where hearing that Alexander was within five days journey 
of that place, he went to him, and gave him an account of his voyage, and 
what difcoveries and obfervations he had made in it ; with which being 
exceedingly delighted, he fent him back again to complete his firft orders, 
and fail up the Euphrates to Babylon, as he had appointed. 

While Alexander was in Carmania, he had many complaints made to 
him of the oppreflions exercifed by his lieutenants, and other officers in 
the provinces, during his abfence in India. For reckoning that he would 
never come back again, feveral of them did let themfelves Ioofe to rapine, 
tyranny, and all manner of cruelty and oppreffion. All thefe he caufedto 
be put to death for the expiation of their crimes, and with them fix hun- 
dred of the foldiers, who had been their inftruments in thefe enormities ; 
and he exercifed the fame feverity upon all other of his officers, whom he 
after that found in the fame abufes, which conduced very much to the 
making of his government acceptable to the conquered provinces. 
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Bking exceedingly pleafcd wiih the fuccefiful voyage lhac Nearcbus 
had made with hi* licet, and the accounc which he gave him of his difeo- 
verics he refolvcd on more fea adventures, purpoiingno lefs, than from 
ihc 'Fer/ian gulph to fail round Arabia and Africa, and return by the 
mouth of the Streigbts (then called Hercules s pillars, now the Streigbts 
of Gibraltar) iuto the Mediterranean fea; a voyage which had beenfeve- 
ral times uttcmptcd, and once performed, at the command of Neco King 
of Egypt, (of which an account hath been above given.) In order hereto, 
he fent his commands to his lieutenants in Mejbpotami* and Syria, for a 
fleet of Hups fit for luch an undertaking, to be forthwith built at feverai 
places on the Euphrates, efpecially at Thapfacus, ordering great quantities 
of timber to be cue down on mount Libanus, and carried thither for this 
purpofe. This fliews the grcatnefs of his defigns; but this, as well as all 
others of them, were qualh'd by his death. 

On his coming to 'Pafargdda, he was much offended nt the violation 
which had been ollcrcdto the fcpulchrc of Cyrus, who was there buried, 
l'or iincc he was tail there (which was a little after his taking of 'Pcrfcpo- 
lisj it had been broken up and robb d. The Magianss who Had- the- keep- 
ing of the fepulchre, and fcvcral others, were pur to the torture, fbrthe 
finding out of the authors-of the facrilegc.. But no difcovcry being made 
this way, at length* by the malice of Bagoar T a beloved eunuch of Alex- 
ander's, the whole guilt was charged upon Orfities, the governor of the 
province. This Bagoas was a Very beautiful young eunuch ; Nabnrxancs, 
who confpircd with Bujfus in the imprifonmenr, and afterwards in the 
death of 'Darius, prcfenced bim unto Alexander for the fcrvice of his luff, 
and by this prefent faved his life ; foacccptablc was the catamite to hinrfor 
this vile ufc j and by being thus frequently ufed by him, he grewfofaT into 
his favour, that he prevailed with him to facrifke this noble Terftim ro his 
revenge, contrary to all honour, jufticc, and gratitude : For he had very 
much fcrved him, efpecially in that province ; for Throfaortes, the gover- 
nor of it, dying while Alexandtr wasin Ituiia, and all things there being 
like to run into confufiou upon it, for want of one to takecarcof the go- 
vernment, he took upon hint to fupply that defeft, and prefcrved all things 
there in good order for the fervice of Alexander to the time of his arrival 
thiihcr ; and on his entering the province,, met him in the moil honoura- 
ble manner, and being a perfon of great wealth, as well as of ancient no- 
bility, he prcfentcd him and his followers with many noble prefenrs, to 
i he value of fcvcral thoufands of talents. But when he prcfentcd the reft 
of AlexMidcrs friends and favourites, taking no notice of Bagoas, and 
faying withal, when he was put in mind of him, That fie paid his rc- 
rpctts to the King's friends, not to his catamites ; this fo angered the eu- 
nuch, that to work his revenge, he contrived that the whole charge of 
violating the fcpulchrc of Cyrus was turned upon the governor of the pro- 
vince ; and having fuborncd falfc witneflcs, to accufe him of this and 
many other enormities, he prevailed with Alexander to put him to death, 
in the manner as I have Grid; which, considering the fervkes he had 
done him, and the munificence With which he had received him on his 
entering into his province, is defcrvedly reckoned oneof thebafeflrof his 
actions. 

FitOM Tafargada he marched to Terfepolis, where he lamented his 
folly in having burned that city; from thence he palled on towards Sofa* 

in 
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in his way ihiihcr he met Ntarchxs with his fleer. For "Nearrbus, ae- 
cordingto hi* orders, had failed up the : PerJia* gu\ph into the Euphrates* 
hue there hearing Alexander was on his march toward* Svift, he failed 
back again to the mouth of the SP^/Jf/gr/r, and from thence op that river 
to a bridge which Alexander was. to pafs. And there the iand-army and 
the fca-army ; meeting, they both. joined together ; for. which Alexander 
ottered facrificcs of thankfgiving to Jus gods, and made great, rejoicings in 
his. camp; and high honours were there given to Nearc/tus, for.fiisfuccefs* 
ful conduct of the 'fleer,; and bringing it fafe tiirough fo many, dangers to 
that place. 

WitE's Alexander came to. Sufi, where he Ihui> left, all the captive tor 
dies aihislatt being there, *hc took to wife Statir<*thcelBeilaf t D*rins'.i 
daugbtecs,and gave the youngec, called t Dtypetis> to Hepbeflion his chief 
favourite, and at. die fame lime married molt of the reft ofihora, to, tie 
number of about an hundred, to others of his commanders and principal 
followers. For they being ihedaughters of thcprjmc uobilitM of the tfwr 
Jian empire, he hoped by ihcfejuacriages.tdinake fuch.a union.of the Six* 
cians and 7 J «y£f ox together, as fliould render them both as one nation, un* 
dcr his empire. And for five days, together thefe nuptials were ccJcbnMCd 
with great pomp and folemnitjv and: all manner of lealling and rejoitfin#. 
All the dowries oiOxete.laAies Alexander paid, and at tliciarae time dillut- 
bucedgecat rewards, tofuch of bis followers as liad belt defejrved of bim 
in the wars, andpatd the debts of all the foldiers of his wmy ; which fall 
article alone amounted totcn tUoufand talent s,.,7)ry7/>f *ju\Arr/an fay twenf 
ty thoufand. On thefe and other fuch occafions he expended vail fwnt% 
which were all fupplicd him out of the itnmcnfc trcafurc$:of Variu*. fe'o* 
out of them he laid up in his treafury at Eclmtana- only • an hundred, a.nd 
ninety tboufand talents, befides what he had at Babylon* and in. other trea- 
suries through the empire. 

Ttttsu nuptial folemnities being over, he left the main of his army unr 
dcr the conduct of Hepa*flieir y r znd with the rell went on board the fleer, 
which he had caufed to be brought up the Eulaus* (in •> 'Daniel called the 
VlaiJ on which Sufi flood, and failed down that river into \X\<z'PerJia* 
gulph, and from thence paired up the Tigris to the city Opts, where He- 
plxflion met him with therell of the army. On his coming to that place, 
he 'caufed it to be proclaimed through the whole army, that all thofe Ma- 
cedonians, who by reafon of their age, or the wounds they had received 
in the wars, or other infirmities, found thcmfclvcs unable any longer to 
bear the fatigues of the camp, mould have full liberty to return imoGreece, 
declaring his intentions to difmifs them bountifully, and to caufc them 
with honour and fafcty to be conveyed to their own homes. This he in- 
tended as a kindnefs to them, but it being taken by another handle, as if 
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he were weary of his Macedonians, and difmift them only to make room 
for the new recruits, which he had lately raifed out of the conquered 
countries, to be taken into the a,rmy in their Head, they fell into a muti- 
ny, and defired all to be difmift, telling him* that fince he defpifed his fol- 
diers, by whom he had gained all his victories, he and his father Hammon 
might alone wage his wars for the future, they would ferve him no longer. 
Thus his folly in challenging that imaginary god for his father, how much 
foever he valued himfelf upon it, was made his reproach on this, as well 
as on all other occafions by every body elfe. This mutinous humour, 
though it broke not out till on this occafion, had been long a breeding 
among them. They difliked his affecting the Perfian manners and habit, 
his marrying a 'Perfian lady, and his caufing fo many of his followers to do 
the fame. But that which difgufted them mod, was his ingrafting the new 
recruits, which he made out of the conquered countries, into the Macedo- 
nian militia, and the advancing of many Perfians to places of honour and 
truft, both in the army, and in the provinces, equally with the Macedo- 
nians. For he having conquered by them alone, they thought they alone 
ought to reign with him, and engrofs all his favours, and therefore were 
grievoufly difcontented with all the methods which he took for the uniting 
of the Perfians with them ; and thefe difcontents being heightned by eve- 
ry ftep which he made for the effecting of this union, at length broke out 
into a mutiny on the occafion mentioned. Whereon he having punifhed 
fome of them, and this being of no effe& to reduce the reft, he retired 
into his tent, and there Ihut himfelf up for two days ; after that, on the 
third, he called together his Afiatic foldiers, excluding the Macedonians^ 
and fpoke very kindly to them, allured them of his favour, and treated 
them as if he intended for the future wholly to depend upon them,chufing 
his guards out of them, and advancing feveral of them to places of honour 
and truft, without taking any farther notice of the mutineers, which foon 
brought them to a better temper. For feeing themfelves thus kept at a 
diftance, and wholly neglected, and excluded the favours they formerly 
enjoyed, they came to the door of his tent with tears of repentance, and 
there continued for two days in humble fupplication for his pardon and 
favour ; this prevailed with him on the third to admic them into his pre- 
fence, and be reconciled unto them ; and from this time they no more mu- 
tinied againft him, or faulted any of his proceedings. 

From Ojpis, he marched by feveral ttations to E chat ana in Media. 
While he was there f he loft his favourite Hepheftion. For having drunk 
too hard, he contracted a fever by it, and of that he died. For Alexander 
having long given himfelf up to great drinking, encouraged his followers 
in it, drinking fometimes whole days and nights with them ; and it isfaid, 
that in one of thefe drunken bouts at which he was prefent, the excefs was 
carried on fo far, ' that forty perfons died of it. The death of this fa- 
vourite was much lamented by him, and his funeral was folemnized with 
extravagant honours, as well as expences, and alfo with as extravagant 
cruelty. For he caufed his phyfician to be crucified for no other reafon, 
but that he could not make a man immortal, who by all manner of excefles 
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did the ucmoft he could to kill himfclf. And this cruelty was the more 
figrtal, in that the p.uient himfelf bulled all that the phylieim prderibed 
for his recovery. For when to allay the heat of his fever, and make way 
for remedies to take place for the cure of it, the phyfiebnbad directed an 
abftinence from all Helh-meats and wine, he refuted to be rell rained from 
either, but took both in fuch quantities, asfoon putic beyond the power 
of phyfick to give him any relief; and thus by the caufe of his diilemper, 
and by wilfully difappoiniing all the means of being cured of it, lie became 
doubly his own murthcrcr; and yet the poor phyfician, who could help 
neither, was forced to anfwer for all. And many inflanccs may be given 
of fuch irrational and unjult actions, where will and plcafurc rule without 
reftrainr, which often npon reflection bring the authors themfclvcs to the 
bittcrnefs of regret, and too late repentance, and may be fufficicnt to let 
all fuch fee, that it is the intercfl of princes, as well as of their people, that 
their authority be regulated by fuch jult laws, as may hinder them from 
doing fuch irrational and unjult things, as often paflion and humour, when 
let loofe from all rcftraint, may carry men into. 

ALEXANDER, to divert his grief after this lofs, *led his army a*. 31+ 
againil the Coffxans, (a warlike nation in the mountains of Media, which 
none of the Terfian Kings could ever bring into fubje&ion to them) and 
having in a war of forty days wholly fubdued them, he pafled the Tigris, 
and marched towards Babylon. On his approach near that place, the Ma- 
gians and other prognofticators fent advice to him not to come thither, 
ievcral figns portending, that his entering that city would prove fatal un- 
to him. But contemning all thefc, he marched with his whole army into 
that place ; where he found cmbafladors from all quarters of the world 
waiting his coming thither ; to all which he gave audience in their order, 
and took care to return fuch anfwers to every one of them, as would fend 
them away from his pretence bell plcafcd with htm. 

While he continued at Babylon (which was near the fpace of a whole 
year) he projected manydefigns; one was the circumnavigation of Africa, 
another for the making of a full difcovery of the Cafpian fca, and of all 
the nations round it ; and for both thefc he had provided fleets. Another 
was to conquer the Arabians, and a fourth to make war againil the Car- 
thaginians, and carry on his conqueils to the pillars of Hercules, having 
a great ambition in ail things to imitate that hero of the Grecian poets. 
And befides all thefc, he had many defigns for the improving of Babylon. 
For finding it not only in its greatnefs, but alfo in the abundance which 
it was lupplied with of all things ncccflary, cither for the fupport or plea- 
furcs of life, to exceed all other places of the £<*/?, he rcfolvcd there to 
fix the feat of his empire, and therefore projected to add all the improve- 
ments to it that it was capable of. What damage that plate, aswcllastho 
countrcy about it, fuflered by Cyrus's breaking down the banks of the Eu- 
phrates at the head of the canal called Tallacopa, I have above fliewn. 
This he did fct himfclf to remedy in the firft place, whereby he would 
have recovered a whole province, which was drowned by the overflow- 
ings of the river in that place, and alfo have made the river it fclf much 
more navigable, and consequently much more profitable to the Babyloni- 
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ans, by turning the main of the dream again that way, as formerly it had 
been. In order hereto, he failed to the place where the breach was made, 
and having taken a view of it, he immediately ordered that to be done for 
the repairing of it, which he thought would have remedied the evil. How 
he failed of the effect hath been already faid. But that which he chiefly 
fet his heart upon, was to repair the temple of Belus. This Xerxes de- 
Itroyed in his return from Greece., (as hath been above related) and it had 
lain in its rubbifliever fince. This he purpofed to u build again, and in a 
more ftately and magnificent manner than it had been before. In order 
whereto, in the firil place, he commanded the ground where it fiood to 
be cleared of its rubbifli ; but finding the Magians, to whom he had com- 
mitted the care of the work, went on but {lowly with it, he employed his 
foldiers to ailiir. them ; and although ten thoufand of them laboured every 
day in this work for two months together, to the time of his death, yet 
were they forced to leave it imperfeft, the ground being ftill uncleared, 
fo great were the ruins of the old building that were left upon it. But 
when it came to the turn of the Jews, who then ferved Alexander among 
his AJian recruits, to labour in this work, w they could not by any means 
be induced to put the leaft helping hand to it, arguing that their religion 
being againft idolatry, it forbad them to do any thing towards the build- 
ing of an idolatrous temple, and to this refolution they all firmly flood ; 
fo that tho' feveral fevere punifhments were inflifted upon them for it, 
not one of them could be brought to recede from it, whereupon Alex- 
ander admiring their conftancy difmifled them his fervice, and fent them 
all home into their own countrey. 

But the greateft part of the time that Alexander lay in Babylon, was 
fpent in gratifying himielf in the pleafures and luxuries of the place - , efpe- 
cially in drinking, which he carried up to the utmofr, excefs, fpending 
fometimes whole days and nights in it, till at length he drank himfelf in- 
to a fever, of which in a few days after he died, in the fame manner as 
his favourite Hepheftion had before him. 
An. 323. This happened about the middle of the fpring, * in the firft year of the 
Philip 1. h un dred and fourteenth Olympiad, which fell in the year before Ckrift 32,3. 
At his death there went a general report that he died of poifon ; and the 
fame hath been faid of other great princes, when they have died unex- 
peftedly, and often with very little reafon for it. He having fat out one 
long drinking bout was immediately invited to another, at which there be- 
ing twenty in company, y he drank to every one of them in their order, 
and pledged each of them again, and then 'calling for the Here ulean cup, 
(which held fix of our quarts) he drank this full to Troteas a Macedonian, 
who was one of the guefis ; and a little after pledged him again in the 
fame. And he having done thus much, I think there needed no other 
poifon to kill any man living. Immediately after this latt cup he dropp'd 
down upon the place, and then fell into that violent fever of which he 
died. However, that he died of poifon was not only a tranfient report, 
but a fix'd and lafting opinion among the Macedonians ; and there were 
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fuch Itrong reafons to make it believed, as rendered it very probable, that 
a poifonous liquor was alfo one ingredient of the cup that kill'd him, 
* The fons of Antipater were charged to be the authors of this treafon, 
and the common report was, that Cajfander the eldeft of them brought the 
poifon out of Greece, and that Iollas his brother, who was cup-bearer to 
Alexander, gave it to him, and that he chofe this time for it, that the ex- 
ceflive quantity of wine which he then drank, might cover this worfe 
caufe of his death. Alexander a little before this time having difmifled 
ten thoufand of his veterans, who were paft fervice, fent Craterus to con- 
duel them into Greece, with commiflion to fucceed Antipater in his go- 
vernment oi Mace don, Thrace, and Tbejffalyi and ordered Antipater to 
come to him to Babylon, to take Craterus's place in the army. But An- 
tipater being jealous, and not without good reafon, that he was fent 
for to be put to death for the many male-adminiftrations he had been guil- 
ty of in his government, did by the hands of his fons execute this treafon 
upon the life of Alexander to fave his own. And the dea^h of Alexander 
happening fo convenient to deliver him from this danger, made it the 
more believed that he was the author of it. And it is certain Cajfander 
could never after overcome the odium of it, but was detefted for it by 
the Macedonians as long as he lived. Tau/anias in his Arcadics* tells us 
of a fountain b in Arcadia called Styx, whofe waters are fo exceeding cold, 
as to be poifonous. Some water of this fountain, they fay, was mingled 
with the laft cup that Alexander drank at this entertainment, and thereby 
it was made mortal to him. This water diftills from the rock Nonacris, 
out of which it proceeds in a fmall quantity, and is of fo piercing a na- 
ture, that it breaks thorough all veffels into which it is put, excepting 
only a mule's hoof. And therefore they tell us, that it was carried in 
fuch a hoof from Greece to Babylon, for the executing of this villanous 
murther. 

And here ended all the defigns of this great and vain-glorious prince. 
Never had any man a greater run of fuccefs than he had, for twelve years 
and an half together, ( for fo long he reigned from the death of his father ; ) 
in that time he fubjefted to him all the nations and countries that lay from 
the Adriatic fea to the Ganges, the greater part of the then known habi- 
table workL And altho' moft of his actions were carried on with a fu- 
rious and extravagant rafhnefs, yet none of them failed of fuccefs. His 
firft attempt upon the Terjians, in paffing the Granicus with only thirty 
five thoufand men, againtt an army above five times as many guarding the 
banks of the river on the other fide, was what no man elfe that was well 
in his wits would have run upon, and yet he fucceeded in it ; and this 
fuccefs creating a panic fear of him through all the Terjtdn empire, made 
way for all the other victories which he afterwards obtained. For no ar- 
my after that, though twenty times the number of his* (as was that of Ar- 
belaj would take courage enough to ftand before him. He was a man of 
fome virtues, but thefe were obfeured with much greater vices. Vain-glory 
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was bis predominant folly, and that which chiefly fleered him through all 
his aftioris. And the old Greek balads, and the fables of their ancient 
heroes, were the patterns from which he formed moft of his conduft. 
This made him drag Betis round the walls of Gaza, as Achilles had Heclor 
round thofe of Troy. This made him make that hazardous expedition in- 
to India ; for Bacchus and Hercules were faid to have done the fame. 
And this made him, in imitation of the former, make that drunken pro- 
ceflion through Carmania on his return, which is above-mentioned. For 
Bacchus was faid to have returned that way in the fame manner. 'And the 
fame was the caufe of that ridiculous affeftation, whereby he affirmed to 
himfelf to be called the fon of Jupiter. For moft of the Grecian fables 
making their heroes the fons of fome god or other, he would not be 
thought in this as well as not in any thing elfe to come behind them. 
But God having ordained him to be his inltrument, for the bringing to 
pafs of all that which was by the prophet 'Daniel foretold concerning him, 
he did by his providence bear him through in all things for the accom- 
plilhing it, and when that was done, did caft him out of his hand. For 
he died in the prime vigour and ftrength of his life, before he had out- 
lived the thirty third year of his age. 

Af*er his death 5 there arofe great confufions among his followers about 
the fuccefEon. But at length, .after feven days conteft, it came to this 
agreement, that Aridaus, a baftard brother of Alexander's, fliould be de- 
clared King ; - and that if Roxana, who was then gone eight months with 
child, fliould bring forth a fon, that fon fliould be joined with him in the 
throne, and IPerdiccds fliould have trie guardianfhip of both. For Ari- 
ztaus being an ideor, needed a guardian as much as the infant. After this 
the governments of the empire being divided among, the chief comman- 
ders of the army, all went to takepofleflion of them, leaving Terdiccas at 
Babylon to take care of Aridaus, and direel: for him the main affairs of the 
whole ;empire. For fdme time they contented themfelves with the name 
of govef nors, but at length took that -of Kings, as they had the authority 
from the firft. As 'fodn' as they were fettled in the provinces to which 
they wdre'fent, they alltfell to leaguing afnd making war againft each other, 
till thereby they- were,', afterfome years, all deftroyed to four. Thefe were 
Cajfandefi, LyJiYnachtis, SPtolemy, and Seteucits, andthey divided the whole 
empire between them. Cdjfander had Macedon and Greece ; Lyjimachus, 
Thrace, and thofe parts^T Afia as lay upon the H ellejpont and the Bojpho- 
rus; 'Ptolemy, Egypt, Libya, Arubia,*P-&leJiine, zxidCeele-Syria; andJV- 
leucus all the reft. And hereby d . the .prophecies of 'Daniel were exacfly 
fulfilled, which foretold, that the great horn of: the Macedonian Empire, 
that is, Alexander, being broken off* there mould arife four other horns, 
that is, four Kings of the fame nation, who fliould divide his empire be- 
tween them; and the manner how they did fo, will in the future feries 
of this hiftbry be fully declared. 

AKifDJE'VS being thus placed on the throne, they changed his name 
■to-* that of 'Philip, and from hence the Philippean Mra hath its original, 
which the Egyptian s computing from the firft day of that year in which 
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Alexander dyed, that, is, from the! firfti day.'.of their Thoth preceding, 
(which fell in the twelfth of ; our November J Ttolemy the aftronomer doth 
the fam© in his canon,- tho? rcontrary to the method hitherto obferved by 
him. . For in all other defcents preceding this he begins the reign of the. 
fucceflbr.from the Thoth folio wing,, and not from, the Thoth preceding the 
death of the fucceflbr. - • ' . . . , . 

. SISTGAMBIS the mother: of Darius, though Ihe had born with 
great patience the! death of her .father,, her husband, and eighty of her.; 
brothers jflain by/ ©chus--ia ■ one- day,' .-and iince that the death; of;h.er fon- 
and the ruine' of his family, yet f could not bear the death ^Alexan- 
der. Jrle had Ihewn great kindnefs to her, arid not knowing jflhere to 
expedf any more,. Hie . took his death, to be the completion. of. her ca T 
lamity ;-.arid ther;efoke von- her hearing of it, :refufed to ,.fake any more 
futtenance,; and famiflied;herfelf to. death out of grief for it. ; Her death, 
was accompanied with: ithat alfo.-i.Ki of .her two grand-daughters, Statira, 
the widow of Alexander* and Drypetis. the widow of Hepheftion. For. 
Roxana: having craftily got them into her power, by the concurrence' 
of Terdiccas, caufed .them both r to be flung into a well and murthered. 
She feared Statira might be with^child, and if that proved to be a fon, it 
might difturb the fettlement which was made in favour of her fon, in cafe 
Hie bore one, and therefore thus made her away to prevent it, and her fi- 
tter with her. ■ And h not long after. Ihe was delivered of a fon, who wasj 
c^Sl Alexander, arid- his^ameirwith that olAridaus or "Philip, was af- 
terwards joined in the government of the empire ; . tho; neither of them 
had any more than a name in it, the authority being wholly ufurped by 
thofe, who had. divided the provinces among them. 

In this divifion of the provinces," Cappadocia and Taphlagonia were af- : £»• 
figned to.£*w***x, I -.whp-had been fecretary of ftate to Alexander; but Ph,I,par * 
thefe had not yet been thoroughly fubjefted to the Macedonian dominion. 
For Ariarathes, King of Cappadocia, full held thofe countries, and Alex- 
ander having been called out of thofe. parts in the profecution of his other 
wars, before he could fully reduce him, was forced to leave him behind 
in the poffeflion of his kingdom,, and he had continued in it ever fmcel 
And therefore he being firft to be conquered, before Eumenes could be 
put in pofleflion of this government, Terdiccas fent to Antigonus and Le- 
onnatus for the efFefting of it.. The former of them had the government 
of Tamphylia, Lycia, Lycaonia, and the greater Thrygta; and the latter, 
that of the lejer Thrygia and the Hellespont. But they having both of 
them'other defigns in their heads, for the promoting of their own intereflr, 
neither of them had any regard to what Terdiccas ordered. Leonna- 
tus was then marching into Greece, under pretence of carrying affiflance 
to AntiPater, governor of Macedonia, who was then hard prefled by a 
confederacy of the Greeks againft him, but in reality to feize Macedon 
and Greece for himfelf : But he being flain in battel againft thofe Greeks, 
this did put an end to all his defigns. , When Eumenes came to him with 
Terdiccas's order, he endeavoured to draw him into his meafures, and in 
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order hereto communicated to him 1 his whole fchcme. But EumenesM- 
king' neither the man, nor his projeer, refufed to be? concerned with him 
irt it. Whereon Leonrtatas would have put him ro death for the conceal- 
ing of the fecret ; which Eanienes beingaware of, fled to Terdicas and" 
revealed the whole matter to him: Whereon he grew very much into his 
confidence, and was on other accounts very acceptable unto him • for he 
was a very fteady man, and had the' belt headpiece of all Alexander** cap 
itfris. And therefore Terdiccas, to gTatify hirri, taking the two Kinirs 
along With him, marched into Cappadocta, and having vanquished Aria 
tSif/es, and cut him off, with all his family and kindred, fettled 
in the tiutcC pofleflion of hitr government j and afterwards havirigfubducd 
ljaurds zK&Lardnda, two cities of 'Pifidia, that had flain their governors 
arifd revolted* he marched into Cilieiaj and thfcre took up his winter quar 
rSfs. While he lay there^ he projected the divorcing of Hlcma, the daush" 
rer of Antipdteri whom he had lately taken to wife, and the marrying of 
Clcbpair*. the filter of Alexander the Great, in her {lead. She hjid been 
\yiifc to ATe'x'dHder King of Epirks, but he having been (lain in his wars 
rrt trdlji me Had ever frftte lived a widow, and was then at Sard is in Ly- 
Ma i thither Verdi teas ferit Eunieneitb propofe the match, and court her 
i'6 it: Fcfr (he being in great credit and efteem with the Macedonians as 
fitter to Alexander bbtH by father and mother, he propofed by this mar 
flage to itre^^thch his ittterelt With them, and then in her right to fcizc 
(tic wtible empire. Anti*oiitis getting knowledge of this project, and that 
<Hc cutting 6f him off, to make way for the fuccefs of it, was one part of 
tile fchfcmfr, lie fled into Gretct to Antipater and Craterui. who were 
ihcn making war with the Aitotians, and difcovcrcd to them the whole 
piot ; wKereohj clapping up a peace With the JEtolians, they immediately 
marched to the Hcltejpont to watch thefe defighs, and tookTtoletoy «>. 
vcrnor 6f Epfri into confederacy with them, for the better flrcngthen- 
uig of thcrrrfclvcs againft them. This Cratems \pas one of the cmincnteft 
of Ale'xantiete captains, and of all of them the beft beloved and cfleemcd 
by the Macedonians. Alexander, a little before his death, had fent him 
lo conduft liorhc into Macedonia ten thoufahdof his veterans, who were 
by age, Wounds, or infirmity, difabled for farther fervice, with orders ro 
take Upon him the government of Macedonia and Greece, in the room of 
Anripardr, whom he had called to Babylon, as hath been before mention- 
ed. And therefore, after the death of Alexander, thefe provinces havinc 
bccnaliighcutohim, in joint authority with Antipater, he had according 
iy taken on him the government of them in co^arttierfhip with him and 
"very arhtcably allocated with him in all Vis wars, as efpccially he did in 
this, which the difcovcry of Terdiceas's detigns made it neceflary for them 
to engage in. In the interim Tcrdiccos lent Enmenes into Ws province 
hot only to put all things therein-*; good pollorc as he could, but alfo to' 
-have* watchful eye upon Neoptolctour, governor of Armenia, which lay 
next him : For Tcrdiccas had fomc fufpicion of him, and not without caufc 
as it tvill afterwards appeal. ' 
inii^V 1 N thc be g' innin 8 ' of thc ncxt spring, Tcrdiccas having aflcmblcd all his 
J forces together m Cappadocta, deliberated with his friends whether .he 
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fliouMjmarch immediately into M&cedonia againft Amipater and Craterus, 
or elfeinto- Egypt, againft 'Bjakny:.- Should: he. march firftinto Macedo- 
nia, the; fear:, was, that Ittojejny,. /wM-nadsmade, hjmfeifiyery. ftrpng in 
Egypt, flionld take .the advantage ^©[feize, all, the, greater A/fa, For the 
preventing of tm^.it.ws_r 1 eMv,ed nQt tp leave T-tolemy at. his back, but 
to reduce himtfinfti and after- that tp carry the war into, Macedonia, and 
that-inithe interim .Euvtenes. fhouldi be.left with part of the army to guard 
theij^/%ri-provinces<againft Antipater and Craterus. Fox the executing of 
wMcl» refolutionsi,.S3e»^if ^j gafceunto, Euntenes the provinces of Carta, 
j^«i^-and ^i&ry^i^, :in.addLtion to thofe he had! before, and made him 
captainf-generaL'ofialLriie. countries from the HeMeJpoM to. mount Taurus, 
ordering all the- governors, of them ; to obey his orders ; and then by the 
way of Wamdjcusc and 'Palejline marched into Egypti. carrying the Kings 
wi«Whi«» in this expedition alfo, thereby to give the greater countenance 
and? authority to his/actings in it. 

.ETDMENES, 1 to make good his charge, loll no time in providing 
himfelf with an -army to withstand Antipater and Craterus, who hadpaf- 
fed the Hellefpnt co make war, upon him. They in the firft place made 
ufeof all manner of endeavours to draw him over to their party, promi- 
fing him the provinces which .he had, with the addition of others to them s 
but he being a fteady man, would npt on any terms be wrought upon to 
break his faith with tPetrdiccasi But they had better fuecefs with Alcetds 
and Neoptolemus: For they prevailed with the former tho' the brother 
of ''Perdiccas, to ftand neuter/ and with the: other to come over to them ; 
but while he was on his march to join their army, Euntenes fell upon hin& 
and having vanquiflied him in 'battel, took from him all his baggage* and 
Neoptolemus himfelf difficultly efcaped with; three hundred horfe only to 
Antipater sad Craterus, the reft of his forces, that were not cut off in 
battel, taking fervice under Euntenes. Whereon Antipater marched into 
Cilicia, from thence to pafs into Egypt to the afliftanee of Ttolemy, if 
his affairs mould require it ; and fent Craterus and Neoptolemus with the 
reft of the army into Cappadocia againft Euntenes, where it coming to 
a battel between them, Craterus and Neoptolemus were both flain, and 
Euntenes gained an entire viftory ; which was wholly owing to his wif- 
dom and military skill in ordering the battel : For whereas the Macedo- 
nians generally had that love for Craterus, that not one of them would 
have drawn a fword againft him, Euntenes ordered the matter fo, that 
none of the Macedonians that were in his army, knew that Craterus was 
with the enemy till that he was flain, and the viftory won. 

In the interim ro Terdiccas entered Egypt, and there waged war againft 
fPtolenty, but not with the fame fuecefs. For Ttolemy, fihee his having 
entered on the government of Egypt, managed all things therewith that 
juftice and benignity, that he had not only made himfelfflrong in theaffe- 
flion of the Egyptians, but had drawn many others thither, who flocked 
to him out of Greece' and other countries, to enjoy the benefit of fo juft 
and mild a government, which added great encreafe to his ftrength. And 
the army of Terdiccas were fo well affected to him, that they went with 
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great unwilli hgnefs to make war againft. him, and many of them daily de- 
fer ted to him; all which made againft Terdiccas, and at laft ended in his 
ruine : Forhaving unfortunately endeavoured to pafs a branch of the Nile, 
which made an ifland iri it ovei-agzm&' Memphis, he had a thoufandof his 
men drowned in the attempt, and as many more devoured by the croco- 
diles of that river; which angred the Macedonians who followed him to 
that degree, that rifing in a mutiny againft him, they flew him in his tent, 
and moft of his friends and confidents with him. ' About two days after 
came the news of Eumenes's-vi&ory . Had it been known two days fooner, 
it would have prevented the mutiny, and the revolution which afterwards 
followed in favour of 'Ptolemy, Antipater, and thofei off their party.: The 
next day after the death ofPerdiccas, 'Ptolemy pafled oyer, the Nile. into 
his camp, and there fo effectually pleaded his caufe before: the Macedonia 
ans, that he turned them all over to him ; and when the hews of .Grate- 
rus's death came, he took the advantage of that- grief and anger with 
which he faw . them actuated for it, asito:caufe them by a .publick decree 
to declare Eutnenes and fifty others of that party byname, enemies to the 
Macedonian iftate ; i and by the fame decree; Antipater and Antigonus were 
appointed , to make war againft them as fuch. And: . whereas all wereen-? 
clined to havoconferred orthim theguardianuiip. of theKingsin the room 
of Terd'tccasi he. rather chofe to keep where he wasy recommending 
thonani Aridaus to this'charge; :and':by his intereft. it was, that they 
were appointed to it. . The: former had been a noted commander in the 
army of Alexander through.alLhis wars, and followed the party of Terdic- 
cas till his late misfortune lat the Nile,, wheh in diflike of his conduct: he 
defer ted from him, and went- over to Ttpletny. But as to the other, no 
mention is made of him, till on the death of Alexander h& was appointed 
to take care of his funeral; for: which having made great preparations, at 
length, after two years time fpent herein^ /he carried, the corps in great 
folemnity from Babylon into Egypt-, and there depofited it in the city of 
Memphis, from whence it was afterwards tranflated to Alexandria. A pro- 
phecy having been given out, that wherever Alexander fhduld be buried, 
that place of all others mould be the moft chappy and profperous ; this put 
the chief governors of provinces upon a ftrife, which of them fhould have 
the body of this deceafed prince, each of them defiring to make the chief 
feat of his government happy by it. Terdiccas, out of love to his couh^ 
trey, would have it carried to jEg* in Macedonia, the ufual burying place 
of the Macedonian Kings, and others elfewhere. But Ttolemy prevailed to 
have it brought into Egypt, where Aridaus having carried it not long be- 
fore the death of "Perdiccas, 'Ptolemy, to gratify him for it, procured that 
he was chofen into this office. But Euridyce, the wife of King Aridaus, 
(now called ThilipJ putting in to have all affairs managed according to 
her direction, and the Macedonians favouring her in this pretence, they 
were fo tired with the impertinency of this woman, that when they had 
led back the army to Triparadijits in Syria, they there refigned their 
charge, and it was conferred wholly on Antipater^ who thereon made a 
new partition of the provinces of the empire, wherein he excluded all that 
had been of the party of Terdiccas and Etimenes, and reftored all of the 
other party that had been difpoflefied. In this new diftribution, Seleuats 
had the government of Babylon conferred on him, who from this begin- 
ning afterwards grew up to be the greateft of all Alexander's fucceftors, 
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as will hereafter be related. Antipater having thus fettled affairs, fent An- 
tigonus to make war upon Eumenes, and then returned into Macedonia, 
leaving his fon Caffander with Antigonus va. the command of general of the 
horfe in his army, to be a fpy upon him. 

This year Jaddua the high-prieft of the Jews being dead, ■ Onids 
his fon fucceeded him in that office, and lived in lit one and twenty 
years. 

Early the next fpring ° Antigonus marched out of his winter quar- An. 320. 
ters againft Eumenes, and at Orcynium in Cappadocia it came to a battel Phili P 
between them, in which Eumenes loft the victory, with eight thoufand of 
his men. This was caufed by the treachery of Apollonides, one of the 
principal commanders of his horfe, who being corrupted by Antigonus, ' 
deferted to him in the battel. However the traitor efcaped not the pu- 
nilhment which he deferved, for Eumenes having taken him, caufed him 
immediately to be hanged for it. After this Eumenes Ihifted from place 
to place, till at length he was {hut up in the caftle of Nora, which was fi- 
tuated in the confines of Cappadocia and Lycaonia, where he endured the 
fiege of a whole year. 

In the mean time 'Ptolemy finding how convenient Syria, 'Phoenicia 
and Judeahy for him, both for the defence of Egypt, as well as for the 
invading from thence the ifland of Cyprus, which he had an eye upon, re- 
folved to make himfelf mafter of thefe provinces. They were in the firft 
partition of the provinces of the empire granted to Laomedon the My tele- 
man, one of Alexander's captains, and had been confirmed to him alfo in 
thatfecond partition which was made by Antipater at Triparadijus, and he 
had accordingly from the death of Alexander to this time been pofTefledof 
them, without any interruption or difturbance. "Ptolemy, at firft, thought 
to have bought him out of them, 1 and offered him vaftfums for this pur- 
.pofe ; but not prevailing this way, he fent Nicanor, one of his captains* 
■with an army into Syria againft [him, while he with a fleet invaded Phoe- 
nicia. Nicanor having vanquiflied Laomedon in battle, and taken him pri- 
foner, thereon feized all the iniand country* and 'Ptolemy had the fame 
fuccefs on the maritim ; fo that hereby he made himfelf matter of all thofe 
provinces ; and Antipater being returned into Macedonia^ and Antigonus 
otherwise engaged againft Eumenes, neither of them could hinder this en- 
largement of his power, tho' both mifliked it. 

But when all other parts of this countrey, after the vanquifhing of Lao- 
medon, readily yielded to Ptolemy, 1 the Jews alone refufed to fubmit to 
this new mafter, and for fome time flood out againft him. For having a 
juft fenfe of the oath which they had fworn to the former governor, they 
were truly tenacious of the faith which they had thereby engaged to him; 
and therefore, till over-power'd by force, would comply with nothing that 
was contrary to it. Whereon Ptolemy marched into Judea, and laid. fiege 
to Jerufalem. The place being ftrongly fortified both by art and nature, 
might have held out long againft him, but that the Jews had then fuch ,a 
fuperftitious notion for the keeping of their fabbath, that they thought it a 
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breach of their law concerning it, even to defend themfelves on that day s 
which Ttolemy having obferved, made choice of their fabbath to ltorm the 
place- and then took it in the affault, becaufe none of them would, on 
that day, defend their walls againft him. Jofephus being unwilling to ex- 
pofe hisnationtothe contempt of the Gr^jfor fo ridiculous a folly, tells 
the ftory otherwife in his antiquities, as if Tto/emywere admitted into Je- 
ruralem upon articles of compofition, and feized the place in breach of 
them • but' other hiftorians, and thofe whom he himfelf quotes elfewhere, 
give that other account of it which I have here related, and which I think 
was the truth of the matter. For it appears from f the book of the Mac- 
cabees that till Mattathias, and thofe with him, made a decree to the con- 
trary it was the ftated opinion of the Jews, that they were to do nothing 
on the fabbath day, even for the faving of their own lives, againft thofe 
that fought againft them. 

When Ttolemy ' had thus made himfelf mafter of Jerufalem, and all 
fudea, he did at firft deal very hardly with the inhabitants. For he car- 
ried above an hundred thoufand of them captives into Egypt. But af- 
terwards reflecting on the fteadinefs with which they adhered to the feal- 
tv thev had fworn to their former princes and governors, he thought them 
the propereft for the higheft truft ; and therefore having chofen out of them 
thirty thoufand of the ftrongeft and beft qualified for military fervice, he 
committed to them the garrifoning and keeping of thofe towns which were 
of the greateft importance to him to have well maintained, and appointed 
the reft, at their defire, to be with them in the fame places, to adminifter 
all neceflaries to them, And whereas he had lately brought under him 
Cvrene and Lybia, he placed feveral of them there ; and from them were 
defcendedthe Cyrenianjews, of whom was Jafon, < who wrote the hiftory 
of the Maccabees in five books, (of which the fecond book of Maccabees, 
which we now have, is an abridgment) and of whom alfo was * Simon, 
that bore Cbriji's crofs at his crucifixion, and others, that are mentioned 
- inthe^?J of the Afojlles. 
An 310 ANT IT ATE R, being worn out with age, dyed in Macedonia, and 
Philip s- a t his death appointed Toly/perchon, who was the oldeft of Alexander's 
captains then remaining, to be the guardian of the Kings, and governor of 
Macedonia, in his Head; which Cajander refented with great indignation. 
For he could not bear, that his father mould prefer any one before him in 
this truft And therefore he forthwith fet himfelf to form a party againft 
the new guardian, and feized as many places as he could within the verge 
of his government, both in Greece, and Macedon, and purpofed nolefs than 
the difpofleffing him of all the reft. And for the better carrying on of 
this defign, he fent to Ttolemy and Antigonus, to engage them to be on 
his fide in it} and they both encouraged him to proceed therein, but with 
a view only to their ownintereft. The aim of the former Was to fecure him- 
felf in the provinces he had gotten, and that of the other was to poflefs 
himfelf of all AJia ; and they thought, if the Macedonians were embarrafled • 
by a war at home, they might both of them with the greater eafe obtain 
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their defigns. For no fooner was Antipater dead, but Antigonux finding 
himfelf poilelledof the greateft power of all Alexander's captains thenfur- 
viving, formed a project of making himfelf mailer of all. For he was left 
by Antipater gencralillimo of all the tcJJ'er AJia, with full authority over 
all the provinces in it, and had then under his command an army of fc- 
venty thoufand men, befides thirty elephants, which was a force which no 
other power in the empire could then refill, and therefore he refolved to 
fcize the whole. In order hereto, his firlt Hep was to make a reform in 
all the governments of the provinces within the verge of his power, by 
putting out all fuch governors as he had no confidence in, and placing 
others in their (leads, who wholly depended on him. And accordingly 
he drove Aridaux out of his government of the /effer Tbrygia and the 
Helleftonty and Clitux out of that of Lydia, and fo proceeded to do the 
fame in all the other provinces and cities of the /effer AJta. But his grea- 
teft difficulty was to mafter Eumenes, whofc valour, wifdom, and milita- 
ry skill, made him more formidable to him than all the reft, tho* he had 
then been for a whole year fhut up, and befieged by him in the caftle of 
Nora. And therefore 7 he would make tryal again to draw him over to 
him, and fent his countreyman Jerom of Cardia, the famous hiftorian of 
thofc times, to make propofals to him for this purpofe, with whom Eu~ 
menex managed the treaty fo wifely and craftily, that he got rid of the 
fiege at the time when he was almoft brought to the point of perifhing by 
it, and without obliging himfelf to any thing that Antigonux intended by 
the compofition. For an agreement being made, and the oath whereby 
Eumenes was to fwcar to ir, being according to the form fent by Antigo- 
nux, that he fhould hold all for friends or enemies, as they were friends or 
enemies to Antigonux, he altered the form, putting ir, That he mould hold 
all for friends or enemies, as they were friends or enemies to Olympiax 
and the Kings, as well as to Antigonux \ and then referred it to the Mace- 
donianx, that lay at the fiege, to judge which form was propercft ; who /till 
retaining their afTcclion for the royal family, gave their judgment for the 
latter. And therefore Eumenes having fworn according to this form, they 
raifed the fiege and departed. But when Antigonux had an account how 
this matter was managed, he was fo difplcafcd at it, that he refufed to ra- 
tify the treaty, and immediately difpatched his orders to have the fiege 
again renewed. But they came too late to be put in execution. For Eu- 
mencx, immediately on the railing of the fiege, quitted the fortrefs, and 
with the five hundred men that bore the fiege with him marched into Cap- 
fadocia, and there got together of his old foldicrs about two thoufand 
more, and made all other preparations for the war, which he knew would 
be again renewed again ft him. 

In the interim* the dcfc&ion of Antigonux from the intcreftof the 
Kings, and fctting up for himfelf, being notorious, a commilfion was fent 
to Eumcncx* in the name of the Kings, from To/j/percbon their guardian, 
conftituting him captain-general of all the kjfflcr AJia, with orders to Ten- 
tamttxzndAntigenex, commanders of the Argjra/pidex, to join with him, 
and under his command to make war againft Antigonux. And thofc who 
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had the keeping ot the Kings treafures were commanded every where to 
fupply him with money for this war ; and letters were fent every where 
from Qlympias to the fame purpofe. Hereon Eumeties fet himfelf with 
vigour 10 augment his forces with new recruits, and make all other pre- 
parations, which might enable him fucccfsfully to execute all the orders he 
had received. But before he could get together an army fufiicient for it, 
Menauder, one ofAntigoaus's captains, coming upon him into Cappadocia 
with a great army, he was forced to march thence in haltc, with only three 
thoufand men that he had then about him. Hue having by Jong inarches 
gotten over mount Taurus into the coun trey of Ci/iria, he was there met 
by the Argyrajpidcs, who, according to the orders received from the 
Kings, joined with him, they being in number about three thoufand men. 
Thcfe were the remainders of the old foldiersof Alexander* by whom he 
had won all his viftories; and he having given them, ' when they marched 
with him into India, (hiclds plated over with filvcr, as a mark of fpecial 
honour to them, from hence they were called the Argyrajpidcs* i. e. the 
filucr-Jbielded, (for fothat name fignified in the Greek langugagc.) And they 
were eminent above all of their time, for valour and skill in war. But 
the year being then fpenr, Eumeues could do no more at that rime, than 
enter into winter-quarters with them in that countrcy. 
Am ; ,s. While he lay there k he fent his emiflaries into all parts to raife him 
i';.i!i> a. more forces; who being plentifully fupplied with money, executed their 
commillions fo fucccfsfully, that in the enfuing fpring he took the field 
with an army of twenty thoufand men horfc and foot, which did put all 
his enemies into no (mail fear of him. And therefore ^Ptolemy, for the 
crufiiing of htm, came with a fleet upon the coafts of Cilieia, and made 
all manner of attempts to draw off the Argyra/pides from him; and Anti- 
gonus endeavoured the fame by fcvcral emiflaries fent into Eumcnes'% camp 
for this purpofe ; but both mifcarricd herein. For Eumeues carried him- 
felf with that benignity and affability to all that were with him, and con- 
ducted all his affairs with fa much prudence, that he engaged the hearts of 
all his foldicrs to him with fo drone a link of affection and confidence, 
that not a man of all his army could be induced to defcrt him. 

And therefore having his army thus firmly fixed to him, ' he marched 
with them into Syria and Thanieia, to difpoilcfs Tto/cmyof thcfe provin- 
ces, which againll all right he had violently feized to himfelf. His inten- 
tion hereby was to open a fecure correfpondcncc between him and Toly- 
Jpercbon by fca. For could he have gotten the naval flrcngth of the Tba- 
nicians into his power, this, in conjunction with the fleet of 'Poiyjpcrchon, 
would have made them abfolutc mailers of the fcas, and they might then 
have fent and received fuccours to and from each other, according as their 
affairs fhould require ; and had thisdcfignfuccccdcd, they mud have car- 
ried all before them. Iiut the fleet of To/yjptrchtv being, through the 
folly of Cl'uus who commanded it, all broken anddeflroyed by Auitgouus, 
this baffled the whole project. For AxtigoMus, immediately on the gain- 
ing of this victory, put himfelf upon the march with a great army to find 
out Eumeues and fall upon him ; of which Euvttucs having received intcl- 
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ligence, and finding himfelf not ftrong enough to encounter fo great a 
force as Antigonus was bringing againft him, he durft not ftay his coming, 
but forthwith withdrew out of 'Phoenicia, and marching thorough Ccele- 
Syria, paffed the Euphrates, and wintered at Carrha'va. Mejopotamia. This 
was d the ancient Charan, or Haran of the holy fcriptures, where Abra- 
ham dwelt before he came into the land of Canaan, and where after that 
Nahor, the brother of Abraham, and his pofterity after him, had their ha- 
bitation for feveral generations. And it was, in the hittories of after-ages, 
rendred famous for the ' great battel there fought between the Romans 
and the Tarthians, wherein the former received that fignal overthrow, in 
which Crajfus, and moft of their army under his command, were cut in 
pieces. The Turks now call it f Harran by the old name, and it was in 
late ages famous for f being the prime feat of the Sabians, a noted feci: in 
the eaft, of which I have above fpoken. Hence thofe of this feci: were 
called Harranites, a3 well as Sabians, in thofe parts. 

EVMENES, while he lay at Carrha, ey fent to Tithon governor of ^» ; 3i7- 
Medta, and Seleucus governor of Babylon, to join with him for the aiding PhiIip 7 " 
of the Kings againft Antigonus, and caufed the orders of the Kings for this 
purpofe to be communicated to them. Their anfwer hereto was, that they 
Ihould be very ready to give all aid to the Kings, but would have nothing 
to do with him, who had been declared a publick enemy by the Macedo- 
nians. But the truth of the matter was, they feared the great genius of 
Eumenes. For the intention of moft of Alexander's commanders, who 
after his death had divided the governments and provinces of his empire 
among them, was to fet up for themfelves, and make themfelves fovereigns 
each in the countrey which he had feized : And it was with a view to 
this, that on the death of Alexander, they did fet up an ideot and an in- 
fant to have the. names of fovereigns after him ; that under fo weak a go- 
vernment they might the better ripen their defigns for the usurpations they 
intended; and all thefe ineafur.es they thought would be broken if Eume- 
nes got the afcendant ; and therefore all of them, that were for thefe mea- 
fures,: were againft him. But whether his purpofe was to advance him- 
felf to the fovereighty, or preferve it to the family of Alexander, is un- 
certain; His prbfeffions always were for the family of Alexander, and 
whatever his fecret intentions might be, none of his aftions made any dif- 
covery to the contrary. But thus much is certain, that as he was the wi- 
fefl and the valianteft of all Alexander's captains, fo was he the [moft ftea- 
dy and faithful to all his obligations, having never falfifyed his faith in any 
one particular wherein he had engaged it; tho' he himfelf perifhed for 
want of it in others, as will be hereafter related. 

From Carrha h Eumenes marched in the beginning of the fpring to- 
wards Babylon; in which march he had like to have loft all his army by 
a tlratagem of Seleucus upon him. • For he having encamped on a plain 
near the Euphrates, Seleucus by cutting the batiks of the river over- 
flooded the place where he lay. But Eumenes having immediately drawn 
off his army to an adjoining eminence, thereby faved them from "the pre- 
fent danger, and the next day: after having found out away again to drain 
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oil" the over-flowings, he marched oft" without receiving any great incon- 
venience from it ; whereon Seleuctis prayed truce with him, and permit- 
ted him fafely to pafs through his province to Sufa, where he put his ar- 
my into quarters of refrelhment, and from thence fenc meflengers to all 
the governors of the upper provinces of Ajia to call them to his aflillance. 
He had before tranfmitted to them letters from the Kings, which com- 
manded them to join him for the fupport of the royal intereft, and now 
he fent to let them know where he was, and to prefi upon them the fpec- 
dy execution of the royal command. And his meflengers found them all 
together, they having lately joined in a war againft Tithon governor of 
Media, which they had juft then finiflied. For Titbon playing the fame 
game in thofe provincesof the upper Ajia, that Antigonus did in the lower, 
had put Tbilotas to death to fci/e his province, and intended to have pro- 
ceeded in the fame manner with the reft, till he mould have ufurped all to 
himfelf. Which being difcerncd, they all joined under the command of 
^Pncefies governor of the province of 'Perfia, in a common war againft 
him ; in which having vanquifhed him in battel, they drove him out of 
Media, and forced him to flee to Babylon, to crave of Selcucus the prote- 
ction of his life. And they were ftill encamped together after this victory, 
when Eumenes's meflengers came unto them ; whereon they immediately 
marched to Sufa, and there joined him with all their forces, which con- 
fided of about five and twenty thoufand men horfe and foot. This rein- 
forcement made him more than a match for Ant igonas, who was then on 
his march after him ; but the year being far advanced before he could 
reach the Tigris, he was forced to take up his winter quarters in Mefipo- 
tainia, where Selcucus and Titbon, who were then of his party, joining 
htm, they there concerted together the operations of the next campaign. 

1 n the interim ' a great change happened in Macedonia. For Olympian 
the mother of Alexander, having formerly fled out of Macedonia into Epi- 
rus, with Alexander her grandfon, and Roxana his mother, for fear of An- 
tipatcr, now after his death was again returned, and having gotten the 
power of the kingdom into her hands, put Arideus the nominal King 
(whom they called TbilipJ to death, with Eurydice his wife, after he had 
born the title of King fix years and feven months. And with him flie 
flew alfo Nicanor the brother of Cajfander, and an hundred more of his 
principal friends and adherents ; which cruelty was retaliated upon her 
the next year after. For then Caffandcr coming upon her with an army 
befieged her in Tydna, and having forced her to furrender, firft ftmt her 
up in prifon, and afterwards caufed her to be there put to death. After 
the cutting off of Aridtus, Alexander the fon of Roxana alone bore the 
title of King, till at length he was alfo in like manner cut off by the trea- 
chery of thole who ufurped his father's empire. But almoft all the time 
he bore this title alone, he bore it in a jay I. For Cajfander after he had 
taken Tydna, fliut up him and his mother in the caftlc of Ampbypolis, till at 
length he numbered them both to make way for himfelf to be Kingof Ma- 
cedon, as will hereafter in its proper place be more fully related: 
A*. 316. ANT I GONDS in the beginning of the fpring h marched to Baty- 
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Ion, where having joined the forces, which IPithon and Seleucus had there 
got ready for him, he paffed the Tigris to find out Eumenes ; and on the 
other hand, Eumenes was not wanting to put himfelf in a pofture to en- 
counter him, being now fuperior to him in the number of his forces, and 
much more fo in the wifdom and fagacity of his conduct ; not that the 
other was defective herein. For next Eumenes, he was certainly the beft 
general, and the wifefl politician of his time. But the great difadvantage 
which Eumenes lay under was, he commanded a voluntier army, it being 
made up of the forces brought him by the feveral governors of provinces 
who had joined him ; and every one of thefe would have the general 
command. And Eumenes not being a Macedonian, but a Thracian by 
birth, there was not one of them, but thought himfelf for this reafon pre- 
ferable before him. To mafler this difficulty, he pretended \fo&x.Alexa7i- 
der had appeared to him in a dream, and mewed him a royal pavilion rich- 
ly furnilh'd with a throne in it, and told him, that if they would fit in 
council there, he himfelf would be prefent to profper all their confultati- 
ons and undertakings, upon which they mould enter in his name ; and 
having wrought the fuperftition which they had for Alexander into a belief 
of this, he caufed fuch a pavilion and throne to be erected, as he preten- 
ded to have feenin his dream; and placing a crown and fcepter in the 
throne, he prevailed with them there to meet in council, and confult to- 
gether in common, under the prefidency of Alexander, in the fame man- 
ner as when he was alive, without owning k any other fuperior, which 
quell'd all farther ftrife about this matter. For hereby a priority was yielded 
to none; and all pretences to it being ftillkept alive, were referved to the 
opportunities, which the future events of their affairs might give to lay 
claim thereto. However the army had that confidence in the great abili- 
ties of Eumenes, that in time of battel, and in all cafes of danger, he was 
always called to the fupreme command, and the foldiers would not fight 
till they faw him in it. And by the wifdom of his management he brought 
it to pafs in all other cafes, that tho' in outward fhew he feemed to wave 
allfuperiority.yet in reality he had it, and all things were ordered accor- 
ding to his directions. And the royal command to all the keepers of the 
publick treafuries, being to give out unto Eumenes all fuch fums, as he 
Ihould think fitting to require, this command of the purfe gave him the 
command of all things elfe. For hereby he was enabled conftantly to pay 
his army, and alfo to give gratuities to the chief leaders among them, 
which had no fmall influence to engage them to him. And in this pofture 
flood the affairs of both parties when this year's war begun, which was 
carried on with great vigour on both fides; and. all Media and 'Per/la be- 
came the field of it. For they ranged thefe countries all over with marches 
and counter-marches upon each other ; and all manner of ftratagems and 
tryals of military skill were put in practice on both fides. But Eumenes 
having a genius much fuperior in all fuch matters, he did thereby, hot- 
withftanding the difadvantages he lay under from a mutinous and ungo- 
vernable army, make the campaign end in his favour. For he had wor- 
fted Antigonus in two encounters, in which he had flainand taken a great 
number of his men ; and when winter approached, he fecured the beft 
quarters for himfelf in the province of Gabiene, and forced Antigonus to 
march northward, to feek for his in the countrey of Media, at the diftance 
of twenty five days march from him. 
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■*»• 315-- But the licentioufnefsof£'«?we'«£ , /sfoldiers being fuch, 1 thatthey would 
Akxan- not b e ke p t together, but for the fake of a more luxurious plenty fcatter- 
Mgasz. ed themfelves all over the province, and quartered at fo great a diftance 
from each other, as would require feveral days for them again to imbody ; 
Antigonus on his having an account hereof, took a march towards him in 
the middle of winter, reckoning to be upon him before he mould be able 
to get his army together, and thereby gain an eafy and abfolute victory 
over him. But Eumenes, who was never wanting in any precautions ne- 
ceffary for his fecurity, had his fpies and fcouts fo well placed, and fo well 
furnifhed with dromedaries, the fwifteft of beafts, to give him intelli- 
gence, that he had notice of this march of Antigonus fome days before he 
could arrive, and thereby had time to defeat it by a ftratagem which fa- 
ved the army, when all the other commanders gave it for loft. For get- 
ting up upon thofe mountains which lay towards the enemy, with fuch 
forces as were neareft at hand, he there caufed them the next night to 
kindle fires in fuch manner, as might reprefent the encampment of an ar- 
my ; which being feen by Antigonus'* fcouts at a great diftance, and fpee- 
dily notified to him, this made him believe that Eumenes was there with 
all his army ready to encounter him. And therefore not thinking it pro- 
per to engage his men, as then fatigued and tired out by a long march, 
with a frelh army, he ftopp'd fo long to refrelh them, that Eumenes had 
gotten all his forces together before he could come up with him, and then 
he found he came too late to put his defigns in execution. However, not 
long after this brought on a battel between them, wherein Eumenes got 
the victory, which would have proved decifive in his favour, but that he 
loft all the fruits of it, and himfelf too, by the treachery of his own men. 
For the battel being fought in a fandy field, the feet of the men and hor- 
fes in the engagement raifed fuch aduft,as involved all in a cloud, fo that 
there was no feeing of any thing at the leaft diftance ; of which Antigonus 
taking the advantage, fent out a party of horfe, that feized and carried 
off all the baggage of Eumenes's army before they could be perceived, 
whereby he gained the main point, tho' he loft the victory. For Eumenes's 
foldiers, when returned from the purfuit of the enemy, finding their- camp 
taken, and all their baggage, with their wives and children carried off, in- 
ftead of ufing their fwords againft the enemy again to recover them, tur- 
ned all their rage upon their general; and therefore having feized and 
bound him, fold him to Antigonus to redeem what they had loft, and then 
went all over to him, which abfolutely determined the war for the intereft 
of Antigonus. For immediately hereon he became mafter of all Afia, from 
the Hellespont to the river of Indus. Eumenes being thus fallen into his 
hands, he was for fome time in a doubt how to difpofe of him; he ha- 
ving been formerly his intimate friend, while they both ferved together 
under Alexander-, the remembrance hereof did at fir ft put the affection he 
had for him into a ftruggle with his intereft for the faying of his life, and 
'Demetrhis his fon became an earneft folicitor for him, being very defi- 
rous, out of the generofity of his temper, that fo gallant a man lhould be 
kept alive. But at length reflecting on his immoveable fidelity to Alex- 
ander's family, how dangerous an antagdnift he had in : him on this account, 
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and how able he was to difturb all his affairs, Ihould he again get loofe 
from him, he durft not truft him with life ; and therefore ordered him to 
be put to death in prifon. And thus perifhed the wifeftand the gallantell 
man of the age in which he lived. He had not indeed the fortune of A- 
lexander, but in every thing elfe far exceeded him. For he was truly val- 
liant without ralhnefs, and wife without timidity, readily forefeeing all ad- 
vantages that offered, and boldly executing all that were feafible ; fo that 
he never failed of any thing that he undertook, but when difappointed by 
the treachery of his own men. By this means he loll the battel which he 
fought with Antigonus in Cappadocia, and by. this means only was it, that 
he was at laft undone in Gabiena. After his death, Antigonus, with all 
his army, in the folemnefl: manner attended his funeral pile, and lhewed 
him the greateft honour that could be done him after his death, and fent 
his bones and afb.es, in a fumptuous urn of filver, to his wife and children 
into Cappadocia. But this could make no amends for the taking away of 
his life. However, it ftiewed that even in the opinion of the worft of his 
enemies, he was aperfon of that eminent merit, as deferved a much bet> 
terfate. 

ANTIGONVS m now looking on the whole empire of AJia as his 
own, for the better fecuring of it to him made a reform through all the 
eaftern provinces, putting out all fuch governors as he diftruftedj and pla- 
cing others, of whom he had greater confidence, in their Head ; and fuch 
as he thought dangerous he cut off; of this number were Tithon, gover- 
nor of Media* and Antigenes, general of the Argyrajpides \ and he had 
marked out Seleucus, governor of Babylon, for the fame deftruction, but 
he being aware of it fled into Egypt, and there, under the. protection of 
TtoIcvgr, &ved his life. And as to the Argyra/pides, who were thofe, that 
betrayed Eumenes, he fent them into Arachojia, the remoteft province of 
the empire, giving it in charge to Sibyrtius, ,the governor of it, by all 
ways and means to caufe them there to be all confumed and deftroyed, 
fo that not a man of them might again return into Greece. And this he 
did out of a juft abhorrence of the treachery which they had been guilty 
of towards their general, though he hxmfelf had the fruit of it. 

In the interim " Seleucus being got fafe into Egypt, he fo effeftually re- 
prefented to Ttolemy the formidable power of Antigonus, as he alfo did 
to Lyfimachus and Caffander,by meffengers fent. to them for this purpofe, 
and made thenvfo fenfible of the danger they were in from it, that he 
drew them all three-into a league againff him. Antigonus being aware that 
Seleucus on. his flight might endeavour to engage thofe princes into mea- 
fures prejudicial to his intereft, fent to each of them embaffado.ts to renew 
his friendfhip with. them. But finding by their anfwers, and the high de- 
mands which they made, that notfhing but a War was to be; expected from 
them, he haftnedJ "out of the eaft into* Ciliciaa and having there taken care 
for the: recruiiiHg-and^re-inforcing of his army, and ordered all things in 
the provinces of leffer AJia, as beft fuited with his intereft, he marched 
thence4nto Syria zx^ThcenUiay _ 

His - intentions -iiS entering into thefe provinces were to difpoffefs A „. 3I4 , 
Ttolemy of them, and make himfelf mafter of their naval force. For find- Aier- 
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ing that a dangerous war was coming upon him from the confederated 
princes, and judging aright, that without making himfelf mailer of the 
feas, there was no managing of it with fuccefs againll them, he found it 
necellary to have ihc'Phcrnician ports and ihippingat his command ; but 
he came too late for the latter of them, 'Ptolemy having carried away all 
the 'Pbxnician (hipping into Egypt before his arrival ; neither did he cafi- 
ly make himfelf mailer of the ports: For Tyre, Jo]>j> a and Gaxia, held out 
againll him. The two latter he foon reduced, but Tyre endured a fiege 
of fifteen months before it could be brought to yield to him. However* 
having all the other ports of. Syria and 'Pbanicia in his power, he imme- 
diately fet himfelf to the building of a fleet of (hips in them, cutting down 
vaft quantities of timber from mount Libanus, and caufing them to be 
carried to thefevcral ports where the mips were a building; irt which 
work feveral thoufands of hands were employed ; and by this means he 
foon equipped fuch a number of fliips, as did, with thofe fene him from 
Cyprus, Rhodes, and other confederated places, make up a fleet, which 
focn gave him the mailer y of the feas. That which chiefly edged him on 
with fo much fpeed to provide himfelf with this fleet, was an affront offer- 
ed him by Seleuats. For while he lay encamped near Tyre on the fea 
ftiorc, Scleucus came thither with an hundred fail of Ptolemy's fleet, and 
Antigonus not having any fliippingto encounter him, he paffed by the coaft 
where he was encamped in contempt of him, within the fight of all his ar- 
my • which very much dilheartning his men, and railing a mean opinion 
of his power in fuch of his allies as were then prefent with him, for the 
remedy hereof he called them all together, and did let them know that 
even that very fummcr he would be on thofe feas with a fleet of five hun- 
dred fail, which no power of the enemy fhould be able to withftand » and 
accordingly he made his word good before the end of the year. 

But Antigonus finding, that while he was intent upon thefe affairs in 
Aicx 3 -' 3 <pbxnici*, Cafander grew upon him in the lejffir AJia, 'he marched chi- 
indcr tncr w j t h one part of the army, and left Demetrius his fon (then a young 
' /EsUH man not exceeding the twenty fecond year of his age) with the other 
part to defend Syria and Vhemcia againll "Ptolemy. By this time Tyre 
was reduced to great extremities: For Antigonus's fleet being now fet to 
fea barred an provifions from being carried to them, which foon brought 
them to a necefliiy of furrendring. However, they obtained terms for 
the garrifon of Ttolemy to march fafcly thence with all their effects, and 
for the inhabitants to retain theirs without any damage. For Andronieus, 
who then commanded at the fiege for Antigonus* was glad on any terms 
to cain fo important a place, cfpccially after being tired out with fo long 
a fiege. For itlallcd (as I have already faid) fifteen months. It was but 
nineteen years before that Alexander had deftroyed this city, in fuch a man- 
ner, as it might feem to require the length of ages for it again to recover 
it fclf, yet in fo fhort a time it grew up again into a condition of endu- 
ring this fiege for more than double the time of that of Alexander's. This 
fliewsthe great advantage of trade. For this city being the grand mart, 
where molt of the trade both of the call and the weft did then centre, by 
virtue hereof it was, that it fo foon revived to its prifline vigour. 
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ANTIGONVS * on his coming into leffer A/Ta foon reduced the 
growing power of Caffander, and forced him to very mean, terms ®f ac- 
commodation ; but after he had made them, he repented of the agree- 
ment, and would notftand to it, but fent to 'Ptolemy and Seleucus for af- 
fiftance, and went on with the war, which detained Antigonus longer in 
thofe parts than he intended, and in the interim gave Ptolemy the oppor- 
tunity of gaining great advantages againft him in the eaft. 

For' having with his fleet failed to Cyprus, he reduced moft of that 312^ 
ifland to him, and from thence made a defcent firft upon: the upper Syrid, M ^~ 
and next upon Cilicia, where having taken great fpoils, and many cap- JEgus s : 
tives, he returned with them into Egypt. And there having, by the ad- 
vice of Seleucus, formed a defign for the recovery of Phoenicia and Syria, 
he marched thither with a great army. On his coming to Gaza, he there* 
found Demetrius ready to obftruct his farther progrefs. This brought on 
a fierce battel between them; in which 'Ptolemy gained the victory, ha- 
ving flain five thoufand of Demetrius'* men, and taken eight thoufand cap- 
tive; which forced Demetritis to retreat, firft to Azotus, and from thence 
toTripoly, a city of ^Phoenicia, as far back as the confines of the upper Sy- 
ria, and quit ^Phoenicia, Palefiine, and Ceele-Syria, to the victor. But 
before he left Azotus, having fent to defire leave to bury the dead, Pto- 
lemy ' not only granted him this, but fent him alfo all his equipage, tents 
and furniture, with.all his friends, family and 'fervants, without any ran- 
fom ; which kindneis.'Demefrius had the opportunity of returning, when 
a while after he got the like .advantage of Ptolemy: All the other captives 
he fent into Egypt, to be there employed in his fervice oh board his fleet ; 
and, then marching forward, had all the fea coaft of Phoenicia forthwith 
furrendred unto, him; excepting only Tyre. : ,Eor Andronicus, who had 
lately-taken that city after the long fiege I have, mentioned, having then 
the government of it, held it out for fome time., But at length the gar- 
rifori foldiers falling into mutiny againft him, . delivered the place to Pto- 
lemy, and him with it. 

After thefe fucceffes, Seleucus having obtained of Ptolemy a thou- 
fand foot and three, hundred hbrfe,. marched eaftward with them to reco- 
ver- Babylon. With fo fmall a.force ; .did he: undertake fo great an enter- 
prize, and yet, fu'cceeded in it. On his coming to Carrha in Me/bpotamia, 
partly by perfuafion, and partly by force, he. brought all the Macedonians 
that were there inigarrifon to join,; with him. ; And as foon as he drew 
near to Babylon, great numbers of the inhabitants of that province floc- 
ked to;him. . Forsremembring hisimildgovernment, and difiiking thefe- 
verity of Antigonus: s Kthey were glad ! of his. return* and defirous to fee him 
re-inftated in his former* command. Oyer them ; ; and therefore on his ap- 
proach to the city, <:he fdurtd the gates; opened ;tp him j and Jie was recei- 
ved ihto:thepiace>with;the general acclamation of the people; . ;. Whereon' 
thofej .who were of the:party of ,AntigMus, :xewedi into the caftle; but 
Seleucus, having now the pofleffipn;of,jth.e pity, and all the people on his 
Gde, foon made himfelf mailer of this; fortrefs, :and with it again received 
his children, friends and fervants, whom, on his flight into Egypt, Anii- 
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gjonus had there lhut up in prifon, and then applied himfelf to get together 
fuch an army, as might enable him to keep what he had gotten. For he 
had not long been in poffeffion of this city, e'er Nicanor (who was gover- 
nor of Media for Antigonus) put himfelf upon the march with an army to 
drive him thence. Seleucus, on his having received intelligence of it, paf- 
fed the Tigris to meet him, and having gotten him at a difadvantage, ttor- 
med his camp in the night, and put his whole army to the rout ; where- 
on Nicanor* with fome few of his friends, fled through thedefarts to An- 
tigonus; and all his forces that furvived the rout, part through diflike of 
Antigonus., and part through fear of the conqueror, joined with him. 
"Whereby having gotten a great army under him, he feized Media, Sufia- 
na, and other neighbouring provinces and places, and thereby firmly fix- 
ed his intereft and his power in thofe parts ; which he daily improved by 
the clemency of his government, and the juftice, equity and humanity, 
which he pra&ifed towards all that were under it ; and by thefe means, 
from fo low a beginning, as I have mentioned, he grew up at length to be 
the greateft of all Alexander's fucceflbrs. 

From- this retakingof Babylon by Seleucus y 1 began the famous sera of 
the Seleucida, made ufe of all over the eaft, by heathens, Jews, chrifti- 
ans andmahometans. It is. called by the Jews v the ffira of contracts, be- 
caufe, after they fell under the government of the Syro-Macedonian Kings, 
they were forced to ufe it in all their contracts, and other inftruments of 
civil affairs ; and- it afterwards grew fo much in ufe among them, that till 
a thoufand years after Chrifti they had no other way whereby to compute 
their time but this aera of coritra&s only. For it was not till then that they 
began to reckon by the years from the creation of the world. As long as 
they continued in the eafti they continued in the eaftern ufage of compu- 
ting by the sera of contracts, (as they called it) but when about the year 
of our JLord 1040,. they were driven out of the eaft, and forced to remove 
into thefe weftern parts, arid here fettled in Spain, France, Englandand 
Germany, they learned from fome of the chriftian chronologer3' of thefe 
countries to' compute by the years from the creation. The firft year of 
this aera, according to their reckoning,, falls in the year of the Julian pe- 
riod 953i and takes its beginning from the autumnal equinox of that year. 
But the true year of the Creation of the world, .according to Scaliger's 
computation, was one hundred and eighty nine years, arid according to 
others, two hundred and forty nine years higher up than where this sera 
of the Je ws placeth it; However, the aera of contracts is not at this time 
out of ufe among thofe; people : For they continue ftill to reckon by it, 
as well as by the other. The Afabs it ! Taric Dilcarnain, i.e. Theara. 
of t.be two horned. The reafori of this name fome deduce from Alexan- 
der, w who is in' the alcbran and other Arabic books .frequently called, 
The two horned.. Arid he is Often found with two horns on his coins. This 
moft likely -proceeded fronf the fond* vanity whicfrhehad 1 of being thought 
the fon of ' Jupiter Hdtfimorii FortHatgod of the heathens being ufually 
reprefenteSwith.'twb?^^ hitn- 
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felf to be fo reprefented too, the better to make the fiftion pafs, that he 
was his fon. But this aera hath no relation to Alexander, although it hath 
been by fome ignorantly derived from him, and alfo called by his name, 
The ara of Alexander. For Alexander was dead twelve years before it 
began ; and its commencement only was from the recovery of- Babylon by 
Seleuctts. And therefore it is moll proper to deduce the origin of this 
Arabic name, Taric Dilcarnain, from Seleuctts; and Appian gives us in 
him a fufficient reafon for it. For he tells us, that Seleuctts being a per-> 
fon of that great ftrength, that laying hold of a bull by the horn he could 
Hop him in his full career, the ftatuaries for this reafon ufually made his 
ftatues with two bulls horns on his head. And therefore it is rnoft likely 
that he, and not Alexander, was firft meant by the two homed in the Ara- 
bic name of this aera: For it was from him, and not from Alexander, 
that it had its origin. It is in the books of the Maccabees y , called, The 
ara of the kingdom of the Greeks, and they both of them compute by it: 
But whereas the firtt book of the Maccabees begins the years of this aera 
from the fpring, the fecond begins them from the autumn following, and 
fo did the Syrians, Arabs and Jews, and all others that anciently did, or. 
now do ufe this aera, excepting the Chaldeans. For they not reckoning 
Seleuctts to be thoroughly fettled in the pofleflion of Babylon till the fpring 
in which 'Demetrius mute that retreat from thence, which we lhall fpeak 
of in the next year following, they began not this aera till from the fpring, 
and for the fame reafon reckoned the beginning of all the years of it from 
that feafon alfo. So that whereas all other nations, that computed by this 
aera, began it from, the autumn of the year before Chrijt 3iz, it had not 
its commencement among the Chaldeans till from the fpring of the year 
next after following. 

In the interim, 1 "Ptolemy having again made himfelf matter of all "Phoe- 
nicia, Judea, and Ccele-Syria, fent Cilles, one of his generals, to take pof- 
feflion of the upper Syria alfo, and drive 'Demetrius whence, who was then 
retreated thither. But Cilles, out of contempt of the baffled enemy he 
had to deal with, making his encampments negligently and loofely, Deme- 
trius, on his having an account hereof from his fpies, by a long and fpeedy 
march came upon him before he was aware, and furprizing him in the 
night, got ah abfolute victory over him, taking his camp, and making him 
and feven thoufand of his men prifoners of war ; which equalling the de- 
feat he had before received at Gaza, again ballanced the matter between 
him and "Ptolemy; and alfo put it in the power of "Demetrius (for the fake 
of which he molt valued this victory) to make a return to Ttolemy of the 
kindnefs he had before received from him. For after this 'victory, he fent 
back unto him Cilles, and all his friends, without ranfom, in the fame 
manner as Ttolemy had before fent back to him all his friends after the vi- 
ctory which he had gotten over him at Gaza. 

ANTIGONVS ' receiving an account at Celena in Thrygia (where 
he then refided) of this victory of his fon's over Cilles, haftned thence in- 
to Syria, to profecute there the advantages of it ; and having patted mount 
Taurus, joined his fon in the upper Syria; whereon "Ptolemy finding him- 
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felf not ftrong enough to encounter the joint forces of the father and 
fon together, difmantled Ace, Jofpa, Samaria, and G«*«, and retreated 
again into Egypt, carrying with him moft of the riches, and a great num- 
ber of the inhabitants of the countrey. Whereon all Phoenicia, Judex, 
and Coele-Syria, returned again under the power of Anthgonus. 

The * inhabitants of thofe countries, whom 'Ptolemy carried with him 
into Egypt,- on his retreat, followed him thither rather voluntarily, and 
out of free choice, than by compulfion. For he being a perfon of a very 
benign temper, and having always fliewn great clemency and humanity to 
all under his government, this fo far captivated the hearts of thofe people 
to him, that they rather chofe to follow him into a ftrange countrey, than 
tarry the coming of Antigmus in their own, (from whom they expefted a 
contrary treatment) and that efpecially fince they had terms of great ad- 
vantage ofiered them by Ptolemy, to invite them to this removal. For his 
mind being then much fet upon the making of Alexandria to be the capi- 
tal of Egypt, was glad of all that he could get to cotiie thither to inhabit 
the place, and ofiered great privileges and immunities to draw them thi- 
ther. And here "Ptolemy planted all thofe that followed him in this re- 
treat* among whom were a great number of the Jews. c Alexander had 
planted feveral of that natioii there before j and Ptolemy, after his firft ir- 
ruption into Jttdaa i had brought from therice many mote of them thither, 
where they enjby'd the benefit of a plentiful countrey* a fequre protection, 
and many other ad vantages. The report whereof coming into Judea, ex- 
cited in many others there a defire to follow them*, and accordingly many 
did fo on this occafio'n. For Alexander had* on his. firft building this ci- 
ty, given, them* for their encouragement to plant there, the fame privile- 
ges and immunities with his Macedonians, and Ptolemy had continued the 
fame to fchem. By Which means the Jewijb quarter in that city encreafed 
to the number of feveral thoufands of families ; and d many Samaritans, as 
well as Jew s, upon the like encouragement, became inhabitants Of this 
place, and there multiplied to a great number. 

Amon& thofe that followed Ptolemy into Egypt on this oeeafion, 
one was * Hezekiasi a perfon of eminent note among that people* and one 
of their chief priefts. Hecattetts the hiftbrian being then With Ptolemy, 
makes particular mention of him, as a perfon of great wifdom and pru- 
dence* a powerful fpeaker, and one that thoroughly underftood the World, 
being, then about fixty years old. And farther, he faith* that he having 
contracted an acquaintance with him, they had frequent: conferences 1 toge- 
ther ; and that in them he learn'd from him what Was the religion, policy, 
and manner of living of the Jews, wherein they differed from other nati- 
ons; all which, he faith, this Hessekias had with hrm written in a- book ; 
which book, no doubt, was the book of the law of Mojbs. And* I doubt 
not, it was by this perfon that he was induced to have fo favourable an 
opinion Of the Jews, and their religion ; andthat it was from him that he 
received the information* of mo'ft of that? which foe wrote of them. For 
f he compbfed a particular hiftory of J^ews^ therein trestirigof them 
from Abraham down to his 1 time? in which- he fpeaks fo honourably of 
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them, and their religion, that 6 Origen tells us, Herennius Philo, h an hea- 
then writer, who flourished about the time of Trajan the Roman emperor, 
did for this reafon raife a doubt, whether it were the genuine work of 
Hecataus or no ; making this inference from hence concerning it, that ei- 
ther it was compofed by fome Jew under the name of Hecataus, or elfe, 
if he were the true author of it, he was corrupted to the Jewijh religion 
when he wrote it. If one of thefe twomuft be the truth (tho' I fee no necef- 
fit'y for it)' the latter is as poflible as the other. This ' Hecataus was of 
Abdera, a Grecian city in Thrace, which had been famous for the birth of 
IDemocriius-, 'Protagoras, and other learned men. He was bred up with 
Alexander* arid followed him in all his wars, and after his death puthim- 
felf under the protection of Ttolemy, and lived with him in Egypt ; where 
having frbiri the cbnverfation Which he had with this learned Jew, and 
otherseof that nation, who* followed 'Ptolemy thither, fully informed him- 
felf of their laws, cuftoms, and religion, he wrote that hiftory of them 
Which; ! have mentioned. Out of which Jofephus hath extracted feveral 
paflages ih his writings, efpecially in his firft. book againft Apion ; but the 
book it felf is not now extant. There was another very noted hiftorian 
of the fame name, but he was a Milejian, and lived long before, in the 
time of Darius Hyjiafpis. 

, JOSE e PH c 0S " tells us of another Jew called Mofollam, who about 
this time followed 'Ptolemy, and had lifted himfelf an horfeman in his ar- 
my, and out of the fame Hecatteus gives us a very remarkable ftory of him j 
the word's of Hecataus are as folio weth: " As I was f ravelling towards the 
«« Red Sea, there was in company with us a certain Jew called Mofollam 
« one of: a Jewijh troop of horfe, that wasfent to be our convoy, a very* 
" valiant man, and remarkable for his great skill in archery, in which he ex- 
«* celled even all the Greeks and Barbarians of his time. As feveral of us 
«« were travelling on in this journey together, a certain fouthfayer, who 
« took upon him to foretel the fortune of our journey, bad us all ftand ftill, 
« and we did fo. Whereon this Jew asked us what we flood for ? Look 
" ye, anfweredthe cunning man, and ihewed him a bird: If that bird 
" ftands, faid he, ye are to ftand, and if he rifeth and flies on, you are to 
" go forward too ; but if the bird takes its flight the contrary way, you 
« muft Pall go back again. The Jew hereat, without a word fpeaking, 
«« lets fly an arrow and kills the bird ; whereon the diviner, and fome of 
<( the coriipariy, had great indignation, and fell on him in moft outragious 
«* terms. Why certainly, faith the Jew to them, are ye not all mad to 
« make fuch a buftle about a foolifli bird ? How could that poor wretched 
« creature pretend to forelhew us our fortune, that knew nothing of its 
« own? If this bird could have foretold good or evil to come, it would 
** have kept but of this place for fear of being flain by the arrow of Mo- 
«* Jolldvi th'e : Jew." Thus far Hecataus, who it is plain tells this ftory of 
pufpofe to expofe and conderiin the fuperftition of the heathens, which 
then' Obtained concerning fuch matters, and to commend and extol the 
wifdonl of the Jews, in rejecting and defpifing all thofe follies. 

A NT I G O NV S having thus recovered all Syria^hcenicia^n&Judea, 311. 
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out of" the hands of 'Ptolemy* ' fent Atben<eus, one of his lieutenants, with 
an army againlt the Nabatbaau Arabs. They being a clan of thieves, had 
made inroads upon the countries now under his command, and carried off 
much plunder from them ; and to be revenged of them for ir, Antigonns 
fent thefe forces againit them. The chief cicy of thofe Arabs was Tetra, 
which (landing on an high rock in the dcfarts, was from thence called by 
the Greeks Tetra, by the Hebrews- Sela, and by the Arabs Hagar. For 
■ Hagar fignifieth the fame in Arabic that Sela doth in Hebrew, and Te- 
tra in Greek, that is, a rock. And hence it is that St. 'Paul ' calls mount 
Sinai Hagar. For that was all a rocky mountain, which beginning at the 
Red-Sea, runs a gTeat way into Arabia, and on part of it the city of Te- 
rra was built. There » being a certain mart at dated fcafons held in the 
neighbourhood, the Nabatbtatts having left their wives, children, and 
aged, with their goods under a guard at Tetra, were gone to this marr. 
At be a a us craftily laying hold of this opportunity, by long marches got 
to Tetra in their abfence, and having furprized the place flew theguards, 
and carried oflall the plunder that he found in the place, and then mar- 
ched back with as much fpced as he came ; and when he had gotten at 
fuch a dillancc, that he thought himfclf out of the reach of the enemy, he 
flopped to refrefh his men with reft, now tired out with fo long a march; 
but not taking fufticicnt care to fecure his encampment, the enemy having 
gotten early notice of what he had done, made a fpeedy purfuit after him, 
and falling upon him in the night, while his men were all drowned in 
flccp and wcarinefs, they cut off all of them, excepting only fifty horfemcn 
that efcaped, and recovered the whole booty. After this returning to Te- 
tra, they from thence wrote letters to Antigonus in the Syriac language, 
accufing Atbcnaus of the wrong he had done them. To which Antigo- 
nus, tcmporifing with the prcfent neceffuy, returned fuch an anfwer, as 
difowncd the enterprise of Atbenaus, and allowed the revenge as jufl 
which they had taken of him. But as foon as he had gotten more forces 
ready, he * fent his fon Demetrius with them to execute that vengeance 
upon thofe robbers, which the other failed of. Who having received his 
orders, marched with all the hafte he could, hoping to be upon them be- 
fore they mould know of his coming. But his march being difcovered, 
notice was given of it by fires all over the countrcy, which immediately 
brought them all together to Tetra, where they having left a ftrong gar- 
rifon, and divided the booty between them, which had been there laid up, 
fled with it into the dcfarts, driving all their flocks and herds with them. 
So that Demetrius, on his coming thither, finding the place too well pro- 
vided to be taken, made peace with thofe people upon the belt terms he 
could, and returned ; and after a march of three hundred furlongs, (which 
is about thirty fix of our miles) he came to the lake AJpbaltites, and there 
encamped. This wasalfo called by forac tbefca of Sodom, by others the 
dead fca, and in fcripturc ' the fait fea. It was called the fea of Sodom, 
becaufc there Sodom once flood; the dead Sea, becaufc it is a flagnatcd 
water, without any motion, and in which no living creature is faid to be 

' Diodor. Sic. lib. 19. - I&«h *vi. 1. 1 King* liv. 7. • Vide Bocharii 
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found; the fait fea, becaufe of its exceeding faltnefs, and AJpbaltites, 
from the Greek word Ajfphaltus,-which fignifieth bitumen; r which it pro- 
duceth in great quantities, and the beft that can any where be found. 
And this laftis the name by which the Greeks and Latins called it. At 
prefent the adjacent inhabitants • call it the lake of Lot. It 1 extends from 
north to fouth, about feventy of our miles in length, and is about eighteen 
miles over in the broadeft place. On the eaft fide of it anciently lay the 
land of Moab% and on the weft fide, that part of the land of Canaan which 
was the portion of the tribe of Judah ; and towards the fouth, it abbutted 
upon the land of Edom. The rivers Jordan and Arnon run into it at the 
north end, and are there loft For nothing runs out of it atgain ; but tike 
the Cajpian fea, it receives brooks and rivers into it, and emits none out ; 
wherein it is of a contrary nature to the fea, or lake of Tiberias, (called 
u the fea of Galilee, and * the lake of Genezaret in the g6fpels) on which 
our Saviour was fo converfarit. For that as it receiveth the river Jordan 
at one end, fo emits it again at the other. But when it falls from theri'ce 
into the lake AJphaltites, it is there abforbed and no more heard of. 'De- 
metrius, on his encamping on this laike, w obferving the nature of it, and 
that a good revenue might be made of the bitumen which it yielded, gave 
Antigonus an account of it on his return. Antigonus, tho'no way pleafed 
with the peace which he had made with the Nabathaans, whom he fent 
him to deftroy, yet applkuded' hirn for the difcovery he had made, of a 
way for the augmenting^ of his revenue by the bitumen of this lake; and 
immediately fent thither Jerom the Cardian to take care of it. But when 
he had, according to his inftructions, gotten ready feveral boats fit for the 
purpofe, and was gathering into them all the bitumen of the lake, to car- 
ry it all to one place, there to be difpofed of for the benefit of Antigonus, 
the Arabs to the number of fix thoufand men fell upon him, and having 
deftroyed his boats, and flain moft' of his men employed in them; for thfe 
work, drove him thence, and thereby put ah end to this projjefir. This 
x Jerom being a fellow-citizen of Eumenes, followed his party to the time 
of his death ; but being then takenpriibner by Antigonus, he after thaten r 
tered into his fervice, and wis appointed by him to this employment. 
Many years after this' he was r governor of Syria, for Ahtiochus Soteritie 
fon of Seleucus. Fof fie lived to a gireat age, ' beingari hundred and Your 
years old" at' the time of his death ; and His eminent skill in all affairs, both 
of the camp and catiikiet; Recommended hirii to the favour and firft re- 
fpects of the princes under whom fib.ferved: He wrote , the hiftpry of 
Alexander andlcad fucceflibrs,; arid 1 their pofteri'ty, down to trie 1 time of 
'Ptolemy &hilad1e$hus,zitidL beyohd-it ; but tiio* he had' lived' long in Syria. 
and ■'Phoenicia, firft under Aritigomis',' arid' after 'ward's under Seleucus, arid 
Ant ioc hits his fori, • atria' tHerefdPe wa's wfell' acquainted With' the ftate arid 
affairs of the J'e'ws'tZvidL fiad'mariy^occa'fiori'sinfiis.hiftbrytd mention 
of them, yet he paffed them over iri a^ total Yilence, not fpeali'irig' as. much 
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as one word of them. For which he is • faulted by Jofifhus, as if this 
his negleft of them proceeded from his malice and envy towards thole 
people. 

ANTJGONVS receiving an account from Nicanor of the fuccefles 
of Seleucus in the eaft, k fent 'Demetrius his fon with an army to Babylon 
to drive him thence, and recover that province out of his hands. In the 
interim, he himfelf marched towards the maritim parts of lejfer AJia* to 
fupprefs the power of the three confederated princes," which was there 
growing againft him, and appointed a time fcr his fon to come thither to 
him, after he fliould have executed the commiffion on which he fent him 
to Babylon. 'Demetrius, according to his father's order, havinggathered 
his forces together at Damafius* marched thence to Babylon ; and Seleu- 
cus being then abfent in Media* he entered that city without oppofition. 
For 'Patrocles* whom Seleucus had left his lieutenant in that place, finding 
himfelf not ftrong enough to encounter 'Demetrius* had retreated with 
thofe forces he had with him into the fens; where being furrounded with 
rivers, ditches and morafles, he there proteaed himfelf by the inacccfla- 
blcncfs of the place, and ordered all the reft to flee out of the city ; where- 
of fome pafling the Tigris* and others retreating into the defarts, and 
others in other places of fafcty, thereby faved themfelvcs till the ene- 
my was again retreated. 'Demetrius finding the city defertcd, laid ficge 
to the calllcs. For there were two of them in that city well garrifon'd, 
and of large extent. Thcfc were the two palaces which I have above de- 
feribed ; of which one flood on the one fide of the Euphrates* and the 
other on the other fide, juft ovcr-againft it. One of thcfc he took, and 
having expelled the garrifon of Seleucus* placed one of his own in it of 
feven thoufand men. The other held out to the time limited to him by 
his father for his remrn. And therefore leaving Arcbclaus* one of his 
principal commanders, with a thoufand horfe and five thoufand foot *o 
continue the ficge, he marched back with the reft of bis army into Ujjer 
Sljia, to the aflillancc of his father, having firft plundered the whole pro- 
vince of Babylon of all he could lay his hands on in it ; by which he abfo- 
lutcly alienated the hearts of all the people from Antigonus* and firmly uni- 
ted them to Seleucus and his intcrcft ever after. For even thofe, who bad 
till then been for Antigonus* concluding, that his forces would never have 
ufed them fo, had there been any intentions for their returning to them 
again, took this aft of depredation to be a declaration of their rcfolutions 
to defert them for the future ; and therefore they made their peace with 
Seleucus, and all went without any farther refcrve entirely over to his in- 
tcrclt. So that on his returning to Babylon after the retreat of 'Demetrius, 
he foon expelled the forces he had (here left, recovered the caftlc which 
he had garrifon'd, and thenceforth fettled his intcreft in thofe pans upon 
fo firm a foundation, that it could be never after any more fiiakcn. And 
therefore from this year the Babylonians began the Efocba of his king- 
dom, tho' all the other nations of AJia placed its commencement in the 
year before, as I have already obferved. 

'DEMETRIUS ' on his return into Utfcr Afia, having raifed the 
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fiege of Ha$carna£us, which was befieged by 'Ptolemy, this* brought! on a 
treaty of peace between the confederated princes and Autigomts^ in which 
it wag agreed, that Cajfander fhould have the command of all in Macedo- 
nia, till Alexander the fan of Roxana mould be grown, up; that Lyfo. 
wacbystyiould have Thrace ; 'Ptolemy Egy/>t,&n& the adjacent parts of Libya. 
and Arabia.', md.Antigoftus ■sliAfa-, and that all the Grecian cities fhould 
enjoy/ their liberties. But this agreement did not laftlong.- : For many in*- 
fra&ipns pf it being pretended on both fides, as foonalmoflasit was made* 
this brought therft .all again into the war. But Uie: true reafon was the 
great power of Antigonus, and . the daily growing of it was n. continual 
terror to the other, three, and therefore they could not fit .quiet till they 
had fuppreffed it. ■ 

ALEXANDER thefonof Roxana being grown up ! to the four! 310. 
teenth year of his. age.j. d Cajfander thought it not confiflent with his am- A1 * x ~ 
bitipus defigns to let him live any longer. For he being refolved to feize Sgiw 7. 
the Kingdom of Macedon for himfelf, it was neceffary for him firft to make 
away with the true heir j and therefore fenr to the caftle of ! Amphifolis, 
where he had for feyeral; years (hut up him and his mother*, and caufed 
them both to be there privately murthered. However Ptolemy in his can- 
non continues to reckon the years of his reign in the fame manner as' if 
he were alive, till at length thofe who had divided, the empire of Alexah*- 
der among them, after having long ufurped the regal authority, took alfo 
the regal ftyle, and declared themfelves Kings, each in the particular coun- 
tries which they had taken pofleffion of. 

cpOLTST ERGBON, who governed in 'Belopmnefiiti hearing of 
the death of Roxana and her fon, e laid hold of this occafibn to make loud 
exclamations ag&ix& GaJTander for the fad, accufing him every where for 
the viilany of it, that he might thereby excite the odium of the Mnee<- 
donians againft him* AU this he pretended to do out of his zeal and affe- 
fiionfor the houfe of Alexander ; and to make the greater fhe w hereof, 
he fent fpr Hercules the other fon of Alexander, which he had by Bar- 
Jina the widow of Menfnon, and haying gotten Lhim and his mother to 
him from Tergamus, where hitherto he had been brought Up, he propce- 
fed to the Macedonians the inflating of him in his father's kingdom ; which 
very much terrifying Cajfander, fpon brought him to an agreement with 
him on his own terms, and when he had gained thofe terms, having ob> 
tained all. that he propofed, for the better fecuring of hirnfelf in the pol- 
feffionof them, he was eafily induced by Cajfander ta cut off this for* pf 
Alexanders alfo. And therefore the next year following, he caufed him 
and his mother to be put to death in the fame villanous manner, as. Cajf 
fander had the other fon and his mother befpre. And thus each adied his 
part in deftroying the heirs, that after thejr death they might with the bet- 
ter fafety fhare the inheritance between them. . 

IP TO L E MT r having renewed the war agajnft Antig&m? for the rea r 
fonlhave mentioned, took by his lieutenants feyeral eiues from him in 
Cilicia and elfe where. But ^Demetrius fopn difpofleff e 4 ni m again of all 
in Cilicia ; and other of Antigpnus's lieutenants, had. the fame fuccefs ag^inU: 
him in other places. Only in Cyprus, Ttalemy haying, by the cutting off 
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of Nicocles King of Taphos, extinguifhed all the intereft that Antigonus had 
in that ifland, thereby fecuredit wholly to himfelf. 

\ , This year s Epicurus being thirty two years old, firft began to poifon 
the world with his impious philofophy. He firft taught it at Mitylene in 
the ifle of Lesbus, and afterwards at Lamp/acus on the Hellejpont, and af- 
ter that at Athens, of which city he originally was. He returned thither 
in the thirty feventh year of his age, and there kept his fchool in a garden, 
till the fixty third year of his age, in which he died. According to him 
all things were firft made, and have ever fince fubfifted by chance. For 
he denied, that the world was created by the power of God, or is at all 
governed by.his providence. He held alfo that there is no future ftate 
but that this world is every man's all, and that the higheft felicity attaina- 
ble here is the higheft good that man is capable of, and this he placed in 
indolence of body, and tranquility of mind; but held that virtue and mo- 
rality were the only' true means of attaining thereto. And therefore, tho* 
our modern infidels build their impious doctrines upon Epicurus\ philo- 
fophy, yet they cannot their immoral and wicked lives. For if virtue alone 
be the only true way, whereby to attain that indolence of body, and tran- 
quility of mind, in which, according to this fcheaie, the higheft felicity of 
man doth confift, it muft certainly be every man's higheft wifdom to pra- 
ctife it. Out of this impious fchool have fprung the Sadducces of the Jews, 
the Zendichees of the Arabs, and the Deifts of the prefent age. The firft 
of thofe, it is to be acknowledged, went no farther than to the denial of 
angels, fpirits, and a future ftate. For they acknowledged the world to 
be created by the power of God, and to be governed by his providence ; 
and therefore they received the law of Mofes, but with the expectation of 
none other, than of temporal bleffings for the reward of keeping it ; but the 
other two go thorough ftich with the whole of this impious fcheme, ex- 
cepting only that part of it which recommends a virtuous life. 
Alex- 09 ' TTOLEMT, to make himfelf amends for his loffes in Cilicia, h in- 
ander vaded Tamphylia and Lycia, and other maritim parts of AJia, and divefted 
^2gus8. ji nt - t g 0nus of Thafelis, Caunus, Mindus, and 'feveral other cities, which 

he before held on thofe coafts. 
A*. 308. And then/ failing into the Mgean fea, now called the Archipelago, he 
£,der" took in the ifland of Andrus, and from thence paffing to the continent, 
JEgas 9 . there poflefled himfelf of Sicyon, Corinth, and feveral other places. While 
he was in thofe parts, he entertained a correfpondericy with Cleopatra, 
the fitter of Alexander. She was the fame that was married to Alexan- 
der King of Epirus, at the time when her father ^Philip was flain, and 
had ever fince the death of her husband (who fell in his wars in Italy) 
lived a widow, and for feveral years paft had her refidence at Sardis in 
Lydia ; but being there ill ufed by Antigonus, under whofe power that 
city was, Ttolemy took that- opportunity to draw her over to his party, 
and invited her to him, hoping to make her prefence with him turn to 
his advantage in his war with Antigonus. But when ihe had put herfelf 
upon the journey to go to him, Antigonus\ lieutenant, who governed for 
him at Sardis, Hopped her on the road ; and having brought her back 
thither again, caufed her a little after, by the order of Antigonus, private- 
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ly to be put to death. "Whereon Antigonus coming himfelf to Sardis, con- 
demned to death thofe women of her retinue, by whofe hands the mur- 
ther was committed, and then celebrated the funeral of the dead la- 
dy in a very folemn and fumptuous manner, thinking thereby to avoid 
the odium and infamy of the fadt ; whereas fuch hypocritical devices do 
molt an end prove thofe facts, which they are contrived to difown, and 
rather enereafe than prevent the deteftation that is due to the authors of 
them. But this was not the only vile fact he committed. Seleucus and 
"Ptolemy built their intereft upon the clemency and jufticeof their govern- 
ment, whereby they eftabli/hed to themfelves lafting empires, which con- 
tinued in their families for many generations after. But Antigonus being 
a man of a quite contrary difpofition, acted all by violence, flicking at 
nothing that he thought would promote his intereft, how wicked and vile 
foever ; and therefore according to his rule of proceeding, every thing, 
and every perfon, was to be removed, that flood in the way of his de- 
ligns, without any regard had either to juftice or humanity ; and thus he 
proceeded to fupport himfelf by force only, till at length that failing, he 
loft both his empire and his life with it ; and may fuch be the fate of all 
others that follow the fame courfes. 

OPHELLAS, prince of Libya and Cyrene, k being flain by Algatho- j»- 3°7- 
cles King of Sicily, Ptolemy again recovered thefe provinces. Ophelias 
was a foldier of Alexander's, and after his death followed the fortune of JEgus 10: 
Ptolemy, and went with him into Egypt. From thence he was fent by 
him to reduce Libya and Cyrene to his obedience, thefe being pro- 
vinces afligned to Ptolemy, as well as Egypt and Arabia, on the divifion 
of the empire ; in which expedition having fucceeded, and being thereon 
made governor for Ptolemy of thefe countries, hefeized them for himfelf ; 
and Ptolemy's other engagements, againfl Antigonus and 'Demetrius, not 
giving him leifure to look that way, he continued undifturbed in the pof- 
feflion of them till this year. But Agathocles being now in Africa ma- 
king war againft the Carthaginians, and finding he wanted more ftrength 
to carry it on, invited Ophelias into an alliance with him, promifing him 
no lefs than the empire of all Africa for the reward ,of the undertaking. 
This bait was readily fwallowed by Ophelias ; and therefore having gotten 
together an army of twenty thoufand men, after a long march he joined 
Agathocles with them, in the territories of the Carthaginians. But the 
wicked tyrant, when ftrengthened by [fo great a reinforcement, having 
gained all that he intended, treacheroufly cut Off Ophelias, and ufed his 
army only for his own intereft. How this fucceeded with him Ifhall not 
here relate. All that is to my purpofe is, to fhew how Ptolemy after this 
again recovered the provinces of Libya, and Cyrene. For Ophelias being 
thus flain, and this ill proje£ted expedition having drained thofe countries 
of all their forces, they forthwith fell again under the, power of Ptolemy 
without oppofition, and he and his fucceflbrs continued to hold them as 
provinces of the kingdom of Egypt for feveral ages after. And under the 
protection of thofe princes, the colony of the Jews, which had been there 
planted by this firft Ptolemy, (as hath been above-mentioned) encreafed, 
and [grew to a great number. For 1 in the time of Vefpafian, no fewer 
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than three thoufand of them were put to death in that coumrey for one 
mutiny ; and yet within a few years after, » under the reign of Trajan, 
ihev mattered the whole province, and flew of the other inhabitants of it 
above two hundred thoufand perfons ; which could not have been done, 
W not they been a great number that effeaed it. This Ophelias • had 
for his wife Eurydice, a hit Athenian lady, of the defcendants of Miltia- 
J*s On the death of her husband flic returned to Athens, where Deme- 
trius meeting her the next year after fell in love with her, and took her 

l ° V ok 'Demetrius' came thither in the beginningof that year, toreftorc, 
os he pretended, the liberties of that and the other cities of Greece ; but 
fn reality to expel thence the garrifon of Cajander, and deprefs his power 
in thofe parts; which having fully effected, by driving 'Demetrius Tbale- 
reus out of that city, he returned again to his father. , 

This 'Demetrius Thaler cus* had governed Athens under Cafander 
ten vears. And never were the Athenians under a < more juft govern- 
ment, or enjoyed greater peace and happinefs, than while he prefided 
over them ; and in acknowledgment hereof, they creeled for him ' as ma- 
nv ftatucs in that city, as there were days in the year, and than this a grea- 
ter honour was never done to any citizen of that place; and of all this, 
and much more, was he wcU deferring. For he was not only a learned 
ohilofopher, but alfo a perfon of great wifdom, jufljee and probity, and 
thefe virtues he exercifed in a very eminent degree, through all the afts 
of his government. On his now being difpoflefled of it, he retired to 
Caffander, and after his death went into Egypt to Ttolemy, and is laid 
there ' to have had the chief management of 'Potlemys library, and to have 
procured for it that tranflation of the Hebrew fcripturcs into Greek, which 
we now call the feptuagint ; of which we mall treat hereafter in its pro- 
per place, where we lhall have occafion to fpeak more of him. 

*D E M E TRIVS, on his return from Athens, ' was fent by his fa- 
ther, with a great fleet and army, to difpoflefs Ttolemy of the lfland of 
Cyprus; and therefore failing thither, he made a defcent upon it at Car- 
pafia- and having taken that city and Vrania, he marched to Salamine, 
the capital of the whole ifland. Menelaus the brother of 'Ptolemy, who 
was then chief commander for him in Cyprus, being at that time with 
molt of his forces in Salaminc, went forth on his approach to that place, 
and gave him battel; but being overborn by the number and- valour of 
the enemy, he was forced to retreat into the city, with the lofs of a thou- 
fand of his men flain, and three thoufand taken prifoncrs, and there pre- 
pare for the bearing of a ficge. From whence Ttolemy having an account 
fent him of his misfortune, got ready a great fleet with all the expedition 
he was able, and failed thither for his fuccour. This brought on a great 
fight at fca between the contending princes, in which 'Demetrius having 
obtained the victory, 'Ptolemy was forced to take his flight back into 
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Egypt with eight iliips only, leaving all behind him in the power of the 
conqueror; whereon the whole ifland of Cyprus, with all the forces, fhip- 
ping and magazines, that Ptolemy had therein, fell into his hands* The 
prifoners at land amounted to about feventeen thoufand men, befides the 
mariners taken on board the fleet. Menelaus the brother, vadiLeontiJcus 
the fon of 'Ptolemy, being among the captives, Demetrius fent them both 
home, with their friends and dependants, without ranfom, in remem- 
brance of the like kindnefs ftiewn him by Ptolemy after the battle of 
za. All the. reft he incorporated into his own forces ; fo that hereby he 
very much encreafed his military ftrength, both by fea and land, as well 
as enlarged his father's dominions, by adding this large and rich ifland to 
them. 

ANTIGONVS, on the news of this viftory, being very much elated; 
by it, thenceforth c aflumed the title of King, and wore a crown; and fent 
another crown to Demetrius, and gave the title of King to him alfo ; and 
from this time they both ufed it in all their epiftles, orders, decrees, and 
other writings; which the Egyptians hearing of, thzx. Ptolemy, to whom 
they bore great affection, might notfeem leflenedby his misfortunes, they 
gave him alfo the fame title. This example being folio wed by Lyjimachus, 
Caffander, and Seleucus, they alfo about the fame time aflumed the title 
of Kings, each in their refpecHve territories ; in which they had all along 
before ufurped the regal authority. 

By this time Seleucus " was grown very great in the Eaft. For having An. 30 
flain Nicanor in battel, who was fent againft him by Antigonus, he not Ale3C_ 
only fecured to himfelf hereby Media, Ajjyria, and Babylon, but carrying 
his arms farther, reduced under him Perfia, Baftria, Hyrcania, and all 
the other provinces on this fide the Indus, which Alexander had before 
made himfelf matter of. 

ANTIGONVS, to w purfue the blow which Demetrius had given 
Ptolemy in Cyprus, drew together into Syria an army of near an hundred 
thoufand men for the invading of Egypt, hoping there to get as eafy a vi- 
ctory over him, as he had at Cyprus, and fo difpoffefs him of that countrey 
alfo. While he marched thither with his bulky army, Demetrius his fon 
coafted him with as great a fleet at fea, till they came both to Gaza, 
where having concerted matters between them, Demetrius failed to make 
a defcent upon the countrey at one of the mouths of the Nile, while An- 
tigonus invaded it by land. It was not without great difficulties that An- 
tigonus paffed the defarts, that lay between Paleftine and Egypt* and when _ 
he was arrived in Egypt he found much greater. And Demetrius met 
with no lefs at fea. For ftorms had much mattered his fleet, and Ptolemy 
had fo well guarded all the mouths of the Nile, that he could find no aor 
cefs to put on more at any of them ; neither could A»tigo,nus make any 
better progrefs with his army at land. For Ptolemy hadfo carefully pro- 
vided againft him in all places, and fo ftrongly guarded all pafles and aye- 
nues, that he could make no impreflion upon him any where; and (what 
afflicfed him moft) great numbers of his men daily deferted from him to 
the enemy. For Ptolemy having fent boats to feveral places on the river, 
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where Antigonus\ foldiers came for watering, caui'ed it to be there pro- 
claimed from thofe boats, within their hearing, that whoever mould come 
over to him from Antigonus\ army, if he were a common foldier he mould 
have * twomina's, and if a commander y a talent ; whereon great numbers 
of them, as well commanders as private foldiers, efpecially of the merce- 
naries, went over to him, and that not only for the fake of the reward, 
but efpecially out of the greater liking they had to "Ptolemy. For Antigo- 
nus being a crabbed 1 old man, and very haughty, morofe, and fevere, 
Ptolemy, by reafon of the benignity of his temper, and his human and 
courteous carriage to all he had to do with, had the affeftions of all men 
much beyond him. Antigonus therefore, after he had in vain hovered over 
the out-skirts of Egypt, till all his provifions were fpent, finding he could 
gain no advantage on Ptolemy, but that his army daily diminiftied by fick- 
nefs and defertions, and he could no longer fubfift the remainder in that 
countrey, was forced to return back into Syria with baffle and difgrace, 
having loll great numbers of his men at land, and many alfo of his lhipsat 
fea, in this unfuccefsful expedition. Hereon Ptolemy wrote to Ly/ima- 
chus, Cajfander, and Seleucas, of his fuccefs, and having renewed his 
league with them againft this their common enemy, he became thence- 
forth firmly fettled in his kingdom, and was never after any more diftur- 
bed in it. And therefore Ptolemy the aftronomer here placeth the begin- 
ning of his reign, and from hence reckoneth the years of it in his chrono- 
logical canon. Therein, till now, he continued to compute by the years 
of Alexander Asgus, tho' he had been flain five years before. But this 
fortunate turn in favour of Ptolemy, and the firm fettlemenf which he ob- 
tained hereby in the throne, gave him a new epocha after that to go by, 
which took its beginning from the feventh day of" November, nineteen years 
after the death of Alexander. 
An. 504. The" Rhodians fubfitting chiefly by their trade with Egypt, for this 
So°erT Y reafon adhered to theintereft of Ptolemy, and when fent toby Antigonus 
° er 1 ' for the afliftance of fome of their- fliipping in the Cyprian war, they refu- 
fed to aid him with any for that undertaking. Antigonus therefore, asfoort 
as the Egyptian expedition was over, fent 'Demetrius with a fleet and ar- 
my to reduce that ifland to his obedience. But after a year's time fpent 
in the fiege of Rhodes, the chief city in it, not being able to take the place, 
he was content to make a peace with them upon terms, that they fhbuld 
affbciate with Antigonus in all his wars, except only againft Ptolemy. For 
it being chiefly by the afliftance of Ptolemy that they were enabled to fu- 
ftain fo long a fiege, and were at length fo happily delivered from it, they 
would make no peace which fhould oblige them to aft any thing againft 
him ; and when the enemy was gone, in acknowledgment of the aid which 
he had given them in this dangerous war, having, for the greater folemni-^ 
ty, firft confulted the oracle of Jupiter Hammon about it, they confecra- 
ted unto him a grove ; and, for his greater honour, made it a very fum^ 
ptuous work. For it being a furlong fquare, they furrounded it with a 
moftftately portico on every fide, and from his name called- it the Ptole- 
m4um ; and there, according to the impious flattery of thofe times, they 
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paid divine honours unto him ; and in commemoration of their being thus 
faved by him in this war, b they gavd him the additional name of Safer, 
that is, the faviour ; by which he is commonly called by hiftorians, to di~ 
ftinguifli him from the other Ttolemies that after reigned in that countrey. 

SB LEV CV S having fecured him felf in the pofleiEon of all the coiin- p£j3£3- 
tries, from the Euphrates to the river Indus, c made war upon Sahdrocot- Soter™! 
tus, for the making of himfelf matter of India alfoV This Sandrocottus 
was an Indian by bir th, and of a very mean original ; but giving out that 
he would deliver his countrey from the tyranny of foreigners; under this 
pretence got together an army, and by degrees having encfeafed : it td 
a great number, took the ad vantage* while ^/^»^r's fuccelTors 1 were en- 
gaged in war agairift each other, to expel the Macedonians 'out of all 
thofe Indian provinces which Alexander had conquered, ahdfeized them 
to himfelf. To recover thefe provinces Seleucus marched Over the Indus ; 
but finding that Sandrocottus had, by this time brought zttlndia under his 
, power, and from the feveral parts of it drawn into the field an army of 
fix hundred thoufand men* and had in ita vaft number of elephants mana- 
ged for the war, he thought not fit to run the hazard Of engaging fp great 
a power, and therefore coming to a treaty with him, he agreed* that oh 
his receiving from Sandrocottus five hundred of his elephants, he mould 
on that confideration quit to himallhispreterifionsin JW/'a; and on thefe 
terms peace was made between them. Arid Seleucus having thus fettled 
this matter, marched back into the vveftern parts to' make war againft An. 
tigonus ; the neceffity whereof wafe one main caufe that haftned this peace 
with Sandrocottus. ' ' • . 

For * 7>emetrius, after he had ended his war with the Rhodians, failed 
a fecond time with a great fleet and army ;hito Greece, under the fame 
pretence of freeing the Grecian cities, but in 'reality to weaken and fup- 
preis the power of Ttolemy and Gajfander in thofe parts, and there difpof- 
fefs'd Ttolemy of Sicyon, Corinth and molt of the other places which he 
held in Greece, and preffed fo hard upon Cajander, that he was forced to 
fue to him for peace. But when he found that none could be had, but :^Jj|gf 
upon the terms of refigning himfelf absolutely to the will and pleafure of soter 3 . 
Antigonus, he and Lyjimachus having had confutation hereupon, agreed 
both of them to fend embafladors to Seleucus and Ttolemy, witharepre- 
fentation of the cafe ; by which it being made appear, that the defigns of 
Antieonus were to fupprefs all the other fucceflbrs of Alexander, and 
ufurp the whole empire to himfelf, it was thought time for them all to 
unite together againft him, for the bringing down of his over-growing 
power And therefore Ttolemy, Seleucus, Gajfander, and Lyjimachus, ha- 
ving confederated together for this purpofe, this haftned Seleucus out of 
India back again into AJyria, there to provide for the war The firft ope- 
rations of it began on the Hellejpont. For Gajfander and Lyjimachus hi- 
ving concerted matters together on that fide, it was agreed between them, 
that while the former remained in Europe to make a ftand againft 'Deme- 
trius in thofe parts, the other, with as many forces as could be fpared 



>■ Paufenias in Atticis. ' Diodor. Sic. lib. zo. Juftin, lib. I f. cap. 4 - ^PP 1 '?.™ 8 j? 

Svri acis «» Juftin. Diodor. Appian, ibid. Plutarchus m Alexandre. Strabo, lib. id. 

Arrianus de expedition Alexandri, lib. • Diodor. Sic. lib. ao. Plutarchus .n D«ne- 

trio. Juftin, lib. if. cap. 4- 



Connection of the History of Part I. 



where Antigonus's foldiers came for watering, caufed it to be there pro- 
claimed from thofe boats, within their hearing, that whoever fliouldcome 
over to him from Aatigonus's army, if he were a common foldier he mould 
have * twomina's, and if a commander 7 a talent ; whereon great numbers 
of them, as well commanders as private foldiers, efpecially of the merce- 
naries, went over to him, and that not only for the fake of the reward, 
but efpecially out of the greater liking they had to 'Ptolemy. For Antigo- 
nus being a crabbed * old man, and very haughty, morofe, and fevere, 
Ttolemy, by reafon of the benignity of his temper, and his human and 
courteous carriage to all he had to do with, had the affeciions of all men 
much beyond him. Antigonus therefore, after he had in vain hovered over 
the out-skirts of Egypt, till all his provifions were fpent, finding he could 
gain no advantage on Ttolemy, but that his army daily diminilhed by fick- 
nefs and defertions, and he could no longer fubfift the remainder in that 
countrey, was forced to return back into Syria with baffle and difgrace, 
having loll great numbers of his men at land, and many alfo of his ihipsat 
fea, in this unfuccefsful expedition. Hereon Ttolemy wrote to Lyfima- 
chus, Cajfander, and Seleucus, of his fuccefs, and having renewed his 
league with them againft this their common enemy, he became thence- 
forth firmly fettled in his kingdom, and was never after any more diftur- 
bed in it. And therefore Ttolemy the aftronomer here placeth the begin- 
ning of his reign, and from hence reckorieth the years of it in his chrono- 
logical canon. Therein, till now, he continued to compute by the years 
of Alexander Aigus, tho' he had been flain five years before. But this" 
fortunate turn in favour of Ttolemy, and the firm fettlement which he ob- 
tained hereby in the throne, gave him a new ej>ocha after that to go by; 
which took its beginning from the feventh day of November, nineteen years 
after the death of Alexander. ■ ■ 

An. 504. The * Rhodians fubfilting chiefly by their trade with Egypt, for this 
SoterT 7 rea *° n adhered to theinterefl of Ttolemy ; and whenfent toby Antigonus 
° er *' for the afliftance of fome of their ihipping in the Cyprian war, they refu- 
fed to aid him with any for that undertaking. Antigonus therefore, asfoon 
as the Egyptian expedition was over, fent Demetrius with a fleet and- ar- 
my to reduce that ifland to his obedience. But after a year's time fpent 
in the fiege of Rhodes, the chief city in it, not being able to take the place, 
he was content to make a peace with them upon terms, that ,they mould 
affociate with Antigonus in all his wars, except only againft' Ttolemy. For 
it being chiefly by the afliftance of Ttolemy that they were enabled to fu- 
ftain fo long a fiege, and were at length fo happily delivered from it, they 
would make no peace which lliould oblige them to aft any thing againft 
him ; and when the enemy was gone;, in acknowledgment of" the aid which 
he had given them in this dangerous war, having, for the greater folemnk 
ty, firft confulted the oracle of Jupiter Hammon about it, they confecra- 
ted unto him a grove ; and, for his greater honour, made it a very fum^ 
ptuous work. For it being a furlong fquare, they furrounded it with a 
moft ftately portico on every fide, and from his name called- it the Ttole- 
mdum ; and there, according to the impious flattery of thofe times, they . 
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paid divine honours unto him ; and in commemoration of their being thus 
foved by him in this war, k they gave him the additional name of Soter, 
that is, the faviour ; by which he is commonly called by hiftorians, to di- 
ftinguifti him from the other 'Ptolemies that after reigned in that countrey. 

SELEVCVS having fecured himfelf in the pollelfion of all thecoun- 3°3. 
tries, from the Euphrates to the river Indus, • made war upon Sdndrocot- sow?*' 
tus, for the making of himfelf mailer of India alfo. This Sandrocottus 
< was an Indian by birth, and of a very mean original ; but giving out that 
he would deliver his countrey from the tyranny of foreigners, under this 
pretence got together an army, and by degrees having encreafed it to 
a great number, took the advantage, while Alexander sfucceflbrs were en- 
gaged in war againft: each other, to expel the Macedonians out of all 
thofe Indian provinces which Alexander had conquered, andfeized them 
to himfelf. To recover thefe provinces Seleucus marched over the Indus ; 
but finding that Sandrocottus had by this time brought all India under his 
power, and from the fcveral parts of it drawn into the field an army of 
fix hundred thoufand men, and had in it a vaft number of elephants mana- 
ged for the war, he thought not fit to run the hazard of engaging fo great 
a power, and therefore coming to a treaty with him, he agreed, that on 
his receiving from Sandrocottus five hundred Of his elephants, he mould 
on that confideration quit to him all his prctenfions in India; and on thefe 
terms peace was made between them. And Seleucks having thus fettled, 
this matter, marched back into the*wcftcrn parts to make war againft An. 
tigonus x the neceffity whereof wak one main caufe that haflncd this peace 
with Sandrocottus. 

For * 'Demetrius, after he had ended his war with the Rbod'ums, failed 
a fecond time with a great fleet and army into Greece, under the fame 
pretence of freeing the Grecian cities, but in reality to weaken and fup- 
prck the power of Ttolemy and Caflandcr in thofe parts, and there difpof- 
fcfs'd Ttolemy of Sicyon, Corinth, and moft of the other places which he 
held in Greece, and prcfled fo hard upon CaJ/ander, that he was forced to 
fuc to him for peace. But when he found that none could be had, but jj^fg: 
upon the terms of refigning himfelf abfolutcly to the will and plcafurc ofsoterj. 
Antigonus, he and Lyfimacbus having had confultation hereupon, agreed 
both of them to fend embafiadors to Seleucus and 'Ptolemy, witharcpre- 
fentation of the cafe ; by which it being made appear, that the defigns of 
Antigonus were to fupprefs all the other fucccflbrs of Alexander, and 
ufurp the whole empire to himfelf, it was thought time for them all to 
unite together againft him, for the bringing down of his over-growing 
power. And therefore 'Ptolemy, Seleucus, Cafla»der, and Lyjimacbus, ha- 
ving confederated together for this purpofe, this haflncd Seleucus out of 
India back again into Affyria, there to provide for the war. The firft ope- 
rations of it began on the HelUJpont. For CaJJander and Lyjimacbus ha- 
ving concerted matters together on that fide, itwasagreed between them, 
that while the former remained in Europe to make a fland againft Deme- 
trius in thofe parts, the other, with as many forces as could be fpared 



* Pau&nlMln Aliidi. « Diodor. S!c. lib. xo. JuHin, lib. if. cap. 4. AppUnw to 

SttUdf. * JodJo. Dlodoc. Appiao, Wd. Plutm*u» In Alnuodro. Susbo, lib. 16. 

Anbnat de cipcdiiiooc AJextndW, lib. f. • Diodor. Sic. lib. 10. Klottrchoi In Dene- 

trio. Juflin, lib. if. c*p. 4. 



Connection of the History of Part I. 



from both their territories, fhouldmake aninvafionupon the provinces of 
Antigonus in Jtjia. And accordingly Lyjimachtts- pafled the Hellefppnt 
with a great army ; and partly by force, and partly by defertions and re- 
volts, reduced Thrygia, Lydia, Lycapnia, andmoftof the. countries from 
the Frepontis to the river Meander under his power. Awfiigonus was at 
Antigonia, a new city built by him in the upper* Syria, and was there cele-r 
brating folemn games, which he had appointed, j in ■; that place, when the 
news of this invafion was:firftbroug]^;tp him, ^n his: hearing hereof, and 
the many revolts which had been made; from him, he immediately broke 
up his fports, and difmifTmg theaffembly forthwith, fee himfelf to prepare 
for a march againft the enemy ; and a^ loon «$ hej*ad: gotten all the forces 
together which he had in.thofe parts, he haftned, with them over mount 
Taunts into Gilicia* and having, at Qui^\n-*b&&QWWe> tafcea out of 
the publiek treafury (which was there kept) what money he thought ne- 
ceflary, he therewith recruited and, augmented his forces to a number fuf- 
ficient for his purpofe, : and then matched direftly againft the enemy, re- 
taking in his way many of thofe places, which had revolted from him. Ly- 
Jimachus not finding himlelfftrong enough to encounter Atitigonus, ftqod 
upon the defenfive only, till Seleucus and Ttolemy lhould come up to. his 
afliftance ; and in this manner wore out the year's war, till both fides were 
forced to go into winter quarters. 
An. 301. I N the beginning of the next year, f Seleuats having gotten together a 
Ptolemy great army at Babylon* marched thence into Cappadocia, for the purfuing 
Soter4- 0 f tne war againft Antigonus. Of which Antigoms having notice, fent for 
Demetrius out of Greece to his afliftance ; who immediately obeying his 
father's orders, transported himfelf to Ephe/us, and recovered again that 
city to Antigonus., and many other adjacent places, vylfich on the coming 
of Lyfima,chus into AJia had revolted from him. 

*pTOLEMT, on Antigonus's leaving Syria, tpok the advantage of 
his abfence to invade that countrey, and foon recovered again all Thoeni- 
cia, Judea, and Cosle-Syria, excepting only Tyre and Sidouy which being 
well garrifon'd, held out againft him for Antigonus. For the reduction of 
them he firft laid liege to Sidon ; but as he was carrying of it on, being 
informed that Antigonus had beaten Seleucus and. Lyfimachus, and was 
marching againft him for the relief of the place, he fuffered himfelf to be 
impofed on by this falfe report, and therefore forthwith making a truce 
with the Sidonians for five months, raifed the liege, and returned into 
Egypt. 

In the mean time the forces of the confederated Princes being got to- 
gether, under the command of Seleucus and Ljyjimachus on the one hand, 
and Demetrius having joined Antigonus on the other, the controverfy be- 
tween them was foon brought to a decifive iflue in a fierce battel, where- 
1 in they engaged with their whole forces againft each other, near a city in 

Thrygia called Ipfus; in which Antigonus being flain, and his army broken 
and defeated, the confederates gained an abfolute victory. Antigonus was 
pafs'd eighty years old, fome fay pafs'd eighty four, when he thus fell. 
Demetrius finding the battel loft, and his father flain, made his efcape to 
Ephejus, with five thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe, which were all 
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the remains which he could pick up of near ninety thoufand men, with 
which he and his father entered the field of battel. With thefe he went on 
board his fleet, which he had there left on his coming out of Greece. And 
ihifting from place to place, fometimes met with good fortune and fome- 
times with bad ; and altho' he ftill retained fome territories in Greece and 
elfewhere, and afterwards for fome years reigned in Macedonia, yet he 
could never recover his father's empire ; but for the feventeen years which 
he afterwards lived, met with difappointmentsin all attempts which he made 
towards it ; till at length falling into the hands of Seleucus, he died in the 
prifon which he confined him to. Among the territories which he re- 
rained for fome time after this battel, were Tyre and Sidon, and the ifland 
of Cyprus. 

After the death of Antigonus, ' the four confederated princes divided 
his dominions between them, and hereby the whole empire of Alexander 
became parted, and fettled into four kingdoms. "Ptolemy had Egypt, Li- 
bya, Arabia, Ctele-Syria and Taleftine ; Cajjander, Macedon and Greece ; 
Lyjimachtts, Thrace, Bithynia, and fome other of the provinces beyond 
the Hellefpont and the Bofphorus; and Seleucus all the reft. And thefe 
four were the 6 four horns of the he-goat, mentioned in the prophecies 
of the prophet Daniel, which grew up after the breaking off of the firft 
horn. That firft horn h was Alexander King of Grecia, who overthrew 
the kingdom of the Medes and Terjians ; and the : other four horns were 
thefe four Kings who fprung up after him, and divided his empire be- 
tween them. And thefe alfo were the four heads of the leopard, k fpo- 
ken of in another place of the fame prophecies. And their four kingdoms 
were the four parts, into which, according to the fame prophet, the king- 
dom of the mighty King (i.e. of Alexander) Jhould be broken, and di-vided 
towards (i. e. according to the number of) the four winds of heaven, 
among thole four Kings, who Jhould not be of his foflerity, as neither of 
the four above-mentioned were. And therefore, by this laft partition of 
the empire of Alexander, were all thefe prophecies exaftly fulfilled. There 
were indeed former partitions of it into provinces among governors, un- 
der the brother and fon of Alexander. But this laft only was a partition 
of it into kingdoms among Kings ; and therefore of this only can thefe 
prophecies be underftood. For it's plain, they fpeak of the four fucceffors 
of Alexander as 1 of four Kings ; where they are reprefented by four horns, 
they are ra exprefsly called fo ; and where they are reprefented by n four 
heads, the very fymbol fpeaks them fo. For who are heads of kingdoms, 
but the Kings that reign over them? The leopard in that prophefy was 
the empire of the Macedonians, and the four heads were the four Kings, 
that after Alexander divided it into four kingdoms, and as Kings reigned 
over them. But none of Alexander's fucceffors were Kings, till about three 
years before this laft divifion of his empire was made. At firft indeed there 
were five Kings of thefe fucceffors. But Antigonus not being King above 
three years, and his kingdom being abfolutely extinguiflied in his death, 
for this reafon thefe prophecies take no notice of him, but confine the 
fucceflion of the great horn to thefe four only, who conquered him. And 
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it is farther to be obferved, that tho' Antigonus and the other four called 
themfelves Kings three years before the battel of If Jus, which produced 
this Iaft partition, yet it was till then only a precarious title, which each 
aflumed by his own authority only. But after this battel there being a 
league made between the four furvivors, who conquered in it, whereby 
each of them had their dominions fet out to them into fo many kingdoms, 
and each of them were authorifed by the confent of all to govern them as 
Kings independent of all fuperiors, from this time only can their refpeftive 
divifions be truly and properly reckoned as kingdoms, and they as Kings 
to prefide over them. And in all their contefts, which they or their fuc- 
ceflbrs afterwards had about the limits of their feveral kingdoms, they al- 
ways appealed to this league, as the original charter by which they held 
their kingdoms, and that regal authority by which they reigned over them. 
And therefore from the making of this league only, can they properly and 
in the trueftfenfe be called Kings; and they were four only, that is, 'Pto- 
lemy ^ Seleucus, Caffander and Lyfimachus, that were fo by virtue of it. 
And to thefe four do the prophecies refer. 
An. 300. ONI AS, thefirilof that name, high-prieilof the Jews, being dead, he 
Ptolemy was * fucceeded in the high-priefthood by Simon his fon, who from the 
Soter s- kolinefs of his life, and the great righteoufnefs which flione forth in all his 
actions, was called Simon the Juft. He was the firft of that name that was 
high-prieft, and lived in that office nine years. 

SE LED CVS, after his victory over Antigonus, having feized the 
Upper Syria, p there built Antioc h, on the river Orontes, which afterwards 
for many ages became the Queen of the Eaft. For here the Syrian Kings 
had the feat of their empire, and here the Roman governors who prelided 
overjthe af&irs of the Eaft had their refidence ; and when chriftianaty pre- 
vailed, it became the fee of the chief patriarch of the Afian churches. It 
was fituated on the river Qrontgs, at the diftance of about twenty miles 
from the place, where it falls into the Mediterranean fea. It is* reckoned 
to be in the mid way by land, between Conjiantinople and Alexandriahx 
Egypt, and to be about feven hundred miles diftant from each. He cal- 
led it Antioch, fay fome, from the name of his father, others from the 
name of his fon, and others from that of both. For Antiochus was the 
name of his father, as well as of the fon that fucceeded him in his king- 
dom. He built fixteen other cities, which he called by the fame name, 
whereof one was in Tijidia, of which ' mention is made in the fcripture ; 
but Antioch on the Orontes was the moll remarkable of them. Antigonus 
had not long before r built a city in the neighbourhood, which from his 
name he called Antigonia, and intended to have made it the chief feat of 
his empire. This Seleueus rafed to the ground, and having employed the 
materials to build this new city, tranfplanted all the inhabitants thither. 
Thefe cities having both flood on the Orontes, and very near each other, 
the benefit of the river, and the fmaUnefsof the diftance, made the trans- 
portation the more eafy. He 1 built aUo feveral other cities in that coun- 
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trey, whereof there were three of efpecial note; one of them he called 
Scltucia from his own name; another Apamia from Apama his wife, the 
daughter of Artabazus the 'Pcrjian ; and the third Laodicea, from Laodice 
his mother, Apamia and Scltucia ftood upon the fame river with Anti- 
ec/j, the former above ir, and the other fifteen miles below it, and five 
from the place where that river falls into the fea. And upon the fame 
coaft, towards the fouth, lay Laodicea. For the fake of thefe four cities, 
the countrcy in which they ftood had the name of TetrapoJis, i. e. the 
country of the four cities, not but that there were fcvcral other cities in 
it. But thefe being of more eminent note, and making four diiUnft go- 
vernments, on which all the reft were dependents, from hence they gav£ 
occafion for the name to that countrey, and indeed it was no more than 
an occafional name given it for this reafon. The true name of it was Se- 
teucis: This Seleucus gave it from his own name, and it extended fouth- 
wavd as far as Cate-Syria. For Syria was divided into three parts, Syria 
properly fo called, Cele-Syria, or the hollow Syria, and Syria 'Pa/cJ/iua. 
The firft of thefe, which I call the upper Syria, contained Commagena, 
Cyrrbejlica, SeUucis, and fomc other fmall diftritfs, and extended from 
the mountain Amamis on the north, to the mountain Libanus on the fouth, 
and was afterwards called Syria Authcbcna. The fecond reached from 
Libettns to Anti-Libanus, including Uamafcus and its territories, which 
confiding moftly of deep vallies between high mountains, it was for this 
reafon called Cx/e-Syria, i. e. the bolto'jo Syria. From Anti-Libanus to 
the borders of Egypt was Syria TaUfiitia, and the maritim parts of the 
two Utter, from Aradus toGaza, was that which thcfJ/wij-caUed Pbte- 
nicia But not only Sekucis, but Antiocb it fclf, was alfo called Tctrapo- 
Us but from another reafon ; that is becaufe it conftftcd of four quarters 
is of fo many cities ; the firft of them only was built by SeUucns, the fe- 
cond bv thofc who flocked thither on its being made the capital of the 



Siro-Macedonian empire, the third by Seleucus CaUiuieus, and the fourth 
hvAtitiocbusEpipbattes. Eachof thefe quarters had its proper wall, where- 
were alfo enclofed bv one common 
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'I>AT HNE ' was reckoned a iuburb of this city, tho* at the diltance 
of about four or rive of our miles from it. There Sclcucus planted a grove 
which was ten miles in compafs, and in the middle ot it built a temple, 
and confccratcd both to Apollo and ©«m, making the whole an afylum. 
This was the fame to Antiocb, that BaU was to Rome, and Canopus to 
Alexandria-, that is, the place where the inhabitants reforted for their 
pleasures, for which it was excellently fitted. For * it had molt delicious 
fountains and rivulets of the bell water, molt pleafant walks of Cypreji 
trees in the grove, and the purclt air, and every thing elfc that nature 
could afford for plcafurc and delight ; which being farther improved by all 
the arts of luxury, whatfoever could any way adminiller to a voluptuous 
enjoyment,' was there to be had in the utmoft excefs ; and the Antiocbiaus, 
as their corrupt inclinations led them, there reforted for it. So that tho' the 
place had been confccratcd to ApolbvcA 'Diana, it was by the Antiocbians 
in reality wholly devoted to Bacchus and Venus* which made u fo infamous, 
thtt'DaPbnicismoribusvivere, i. c. to live after the manners ofDafbue, 
grew into a proverb, to exprefs the moll luxurious and diflolutc way of li- 
ving ; and all that had any regard to their reputation for virtue and modefty 
avoided to go thither. And CaJJius the Roman general, on his coming to An- 
tiocb, by publick proclamation prohibited all his foldiers from going to that 
place, under the penalty of being cafliier'd, that they might not be cor- 
rupted by the luxury and debaucheries of it. It was fo noted a place, that to 
dillinguilh this Antiocb, near which it lay, from the many other cities that 
were of the fame name elfcwhcrc, as it was fomeiimcs called jintiocb on 
the Orontes, fo was ic as often called Antiocb k i-sl A*?>r, i. c. Antiocb 

near *Dapbne. „ „ 

a*. 199 L TSJ MAC HI) S, to ftrcngthen himfelf in his kingdom, r made a flrift 
I'loicmy a uj ancc w jih <PtoUtny* and for the firmer cementing of if, took to wife 
r Arfinoc one of his daughters, and fome time after married another of them 
to Abbacies his fon. Seleucus following this example, contracted the 
like alliance with < Demejtrius t and married his daughter Stratouice, which 
he had by Tbila the filler of Cafander. She being a very beautiful lady, 
Seleucus on the fame of it defired her in marriage, and Demetrius being 
then in a low condition, was glad offo potent an aUy, and therefore rea- 
dily laid hold of the prop*fal, and forthwith failing from Greece, where he 
had flill fome towns, carried her with the whole fleet that he had then re- 
maining into Syria. In his way thither he made a defcent upon Cilicia, 
which was then held by Tliflarcbus brother of Cajpoider, by the gift of 
the four kings after the death of Antigonus. Hereon Tliftarcbus went to 
Seleucus to complaiu of the wrong, and to cxpoftulatc with him for ma- 
king an alliance with the common enemy, without confent of the other 
Kings, which he apprehended to be contrary to the league that was made 
between them. Demetrius having intelligence hereof, marched immedi- 
ately to gtuinda, where the publick trcafury of the cquntrcy was kept, and 
having feizcd all the money he found in it, which amounted to twelve 
hundred talents, haflencd back to his fleet with the prey, and putting it 
all on board, failed to Ordffus, a maritim town in Syria, where he mcc 
Seleucus, and delivered to him his bride ; and after fome days there fpene 
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in nuptial fcalls, and mutual treats and entertainments, he failed back again 
into Ci/icia, and made himfelf mailer of the whole province, and then 
font 'Phi/a his wife to Cajffitudtr her brother to excufe the matter. 

Bv this means the power of Demetrius began again to grow in thofe /f- io» 
parts ; for he had there on thisacquifition all the province of Ci/icia, the p « olt '»r 
whole ifland of Cyprus, and the two flrong and wealthy cities of Tyre and S " Uf7 ' 
Sidon in Thienicia ; which making Se/eucus jealous of his neighbourhood 
* he would have bought him out of Ci/icia for a large fum of money* 
which he offered him for the purchafe. But 'Demetrius not accepting the' 
bargain, he would have picked a quarrel with him about Tyre and Sidon, 
demanding them of him in great anger, as cities belonging to Syria, of 
which he was King. To which 'Demetrius returned as angry an anfwer, 
telling him, that tho' he fliould be vanquiflied a thoufand times over, he 
would never buy a fon-in-law at fuch a rate, and immediately hereon fail- 
ed to both thofe cities, and having ftrcngthened rhc garrifons he had in 
them with more forces, and furnilhcd them with all things neccflary for 
their defence, he defeated for the prcfent the defign which Se/eucus then 
had of taking them from him. So that SeUucus got nothing hereby but 
an ill name. For he was generally blamed and reflected on for his unfa- 
riablc grccdinefc, in that having fo large an extent of dominion, as reach- 
ed from the river Indus to the Mediterranean fea, he would not let his 
father-in-law quietly enjoy thefc poor remains of his broken fortunes. 

About this time* flouri (bed Mcgaflbenes, who wrote an hiftory of/*- 
dia. For he was a confident of SeUucus'$ { and having been employed by 
himinhtf tranfaftions ' with Sandrocottns King of India, and redded with 
him fome time in that councrcy, and gone over a great part of it, he 
then gathered up thofe materials out of which he afterwards compofed 
his book. Some fragments of it arc prefcrved by * Jo/epbus, and k Eufi- 
b'tus, wherein he makes mention of Nebuchadnezzar* and the greatnefs 
of his power. And he is often quoted by ' Strain, and other ancient wri- 
ters, as Atbenxus, Arrian, Cicero, T/iny, and So/inus. But the Book it 
felf is not now extant. Anniur, a lying monk of loiter bo in Italy, who 
was bom anno 143 7, and flouriflied towards the end of that century, coun- 
terfeited fcvcral books under old names, of which number were Manet/to, 
Bcrofus, and Megaflbenes, whom he calls Metaftheues out of a millakc, 
which he was led into by Rufiuus's Latin vcrfion of Jo/ephus, and this firft 
gave occafion for the difcovcry of the cheat. Thofe books he publiihed 
with a comment upon them, and for fome time they went for the genuine 
works of the authors whofe name they bore, but arc now exploded eve- 
ry where as fictions, framed of purpofc to impofe a cheat upon the world. 
And of the fame llamp are Irtgbiramius's Etrnfcan antiquities, and Jeffrey 
of Monmouth's Britifl? hittory. For all thefe are no other than the fictions 
of the firtt editors. They framed them to perpetuate their names by the 
publication, and they have truly done fo. For they arc ftill remcmbrcd 
for it; but no otherwifc, than under the ftyle of infamous importers. 

: — — ; 
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CAS SAND ER 1 having governed Macedon from the death of his fa- 
ther nineteen years, dyed of a dropfy ; leaving behind him, byThetfalonicc 
his wife, one of the fillers of Alexander the Great, three fons, Philip, 
Antipater, and Alexander. Philip, who fucceeded him in the kingdom, 
dying foon after, left the crown to be contelled for between his two bro- 
thers that furvived. , „ . . . . „ 
sr.-. pTRRHDS, the famous King of Ep/rus, - being in Egypt, there 
L' l, .' !e1, v y married Antigone one of Ptolemy % family. He, having been kept out of 
C ' his kingdom by Neoptolemus an ufurper, followed Demetrius in his wars 
while very young, and fought valiantly in his caufe in the battel of Ip/tts, 
and after that continued with him till the marriage of Seleucus with Stra- 
toniee. Then, by the interpofition of Seleucus, peace and reconciliation 
having been made bet ween Demetrius and Ptolemy, Pyrrhus was delive- 
red to 'Ptolemy as an hollage on the part of Demetrius for the performance 
of the articles, and carried by him into Egypt; where having, by his ge- 
nerous and noble deportment, gained much upon the favour of that prince, 
he gave him in marriage Antigone, the daughter of Berenice his bcfl be- 
loved wife. 'Ptolemy had another wife called Eurydice, who was the 
daughter of Antipater,AT\d fitter to Caffander. When Antipater fent this 
lady into Egypt to be married to 'Ptolemy, he fent with her for a compa- 
nion Berenice, flie being then the widow of one Philip a Macedonian, new- 
ly dcccafcd.by whom flic had this Antigone. On her arrival in Egypt flic 
foon grew fo much into the liking of Ptolemy, that he married her alfo, 
and loved her much more than any other wife he had. And therefore on 
pyrrhu/% having married her daughter, flic prevailed with Ptolemy toaf- 
fiU him with a fleet and money ; by means whereof he recovered his king- 
dom, and from this beginning grew up to be the molt eminent pcrfonof 
the age in which he lived. 
Ah . r f, DEME TRIVS from Tyre made an inroad upon the Samaritatts,znd 
I'mjfmy walled Samaria ; fo faith* Eufebius; and it's certain, that at this time Dc- 
SlJl:t 9 nutrias was in pofTcfllon of Tyre and Sidon ; but it is more likely that this 
was done by Demetrius's lieutenants in thofe parts, than by 'Demetrius 
himfelf in perfon. For according to all other hiftories, Demetrius's wars 
in Greece detained him there all this year, and alfo the next, 
-r <■ For' the Athenians having revolted from Demetriustficr the reduction 
i't..ic:ny of the Mcffenians (which had been the work of the former year) he em- 
i>,,:crlc ployed a whole year in the ficgc of Athens, and at length, by famine, 
forced them to a furrender. 

After Demetrius had fettled his affairs at Athens, ' he formed a de- 
fign for the fubduing of the Lacedemonians, and having overthrown them 
in two battels^ would certainly have fucceeded in the enterprise, but that 
when he was going to make an aflault upon the city of Lacedemon, and 
muft in all likelihood have taken it, a mefTage came to him, that Lyjima- 
cbus having with a great army invaded his territories in AJia, had taken 
from him all the cities which he had in thofe parts; and immediately af- 
ter that another, that Ptolemy had made a defcent upon Cyprus, and ta- 
lieri from Him'all that if] and, except only the city of Salamine, into which 
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his mother, his wife and children were retired, and that he prefled that place 
with an hard liege. All thefe grievous tidings, coming one upon the back 
of the other, drew back Demetrius from Laccdemon to look after his other 
ailVtrs, when he was juft ready to have taken that city. And not long af- 
ter he had an account, that Salamine was alfo loft. But TtoUmy was fq 
generous, that on his rnallering the place he fent him his mother, and his 
wife and children, without ranfom, with all the pcrfons, equipage and ef- 
fects, that belonged to them, adding alfo fcvcral magnificent prefents, and 
all manner of honour at their difmifllon. And when Ttolemy had thus 
made himfelf mailer of Cyprus, then moll likely was it, that Tyre and •$>"- 
don fell into his hands alfo ; it not being pofllble, that after thelofsof Cy- 
prus, 'Demetrius could any longer keep them. 

At the lame time it fcemsmoft likely 'Demetrius d&o loft Cilicia to Sc- 
leucvs. For from this time we find the latter only in the pofleflion of 
this province, and all the cities in it. And no time feems more proper for 
Sclcttcus to have feized it, than when this dcclcnfion of 'Dcmetrius's fqr- 
tuncs in thofcealtern parts had put it out of his power any longer to de- 
fend it againft him 

The conteft ' going on between Antipater and Alexander, the fons of An. 394. 
Cajander, about the kingdom of Macedon ; and Tbejffklonicc, the mother e? ,an I 
of both, favouring the younger fon, this fo exafperated Antipater, the el- ' * 
deft of them againft her, that in an impious rage he fell upon her, and flew 
her with his own hands, notwithftandtng ftie earncftly fupplicatcd to him, 
by the breads with which Ihe had nourilhcd him, to fpare her life. This 
accident gave a favourable turn to the fortunes on 'Demetrius. For Alex- 
ander, the other brother, to be revenged on Antipater for this horrid fact, 
called in 'Demetrius to his afliftancc; which opened him a way to the 
throne of Macedon. For the wicked parricide of Antipatcr, in murthcr- 
ing his mother, having created a general dctcftation of him, by that time 
^Demetrius had with his army reached the borders of Macedon, he was de- 
fatted of all men, and forced to fly iatoTAraeia, where he foon after pe- 
riflicd in banifttmcnt. Alexander being thus rid of his brother, defired 
to be rid of IDemetrius alfo; in order whereto he laid a defign to cut 
him off; which Demetrius having notice of, was beforehand with him, 
and firft cut off Alexander, by flaying him at an entertainment, in the 
fame manner as Alexander had laid the plot to have flain him, and there- 
on got to be King of Macedon in his flcad, where he reigned feven years, 
till another crofs turn of fortune threw him again out of that kingdom, 
and a while after he was caft out of every thing clfc that he had beenpof- 
felTcd of. 

13 v the death of Tbeffaionice and her two fons, the whole royal family 
of 'Philip King of Macedon was utterly extirpated, as that of Alexander 
had been before in the death of Alexander Akus and Hercules his fons. 
And fo thefc two Kings, who by their opprclfive and dcftruclive wars had 
made many tragedies in other princes families, had them all at length, by 
thcjull ordination of providence, brought home to their own, both Thilip 
and Alexander, their wives, and all that were dcfccndcd of them, dying 
violent deaths. 
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593 . About this time 11 Seleiicus built Seleucia on the Tigris, at the diftance 
Ptolemy 0 f f orty m ii es from Babylon. It was placed on the weltern fide of thatri- 
Soter 12. 0 ver-againft the place where now Bagdad ftands on the eaftern fide, 
which foon grew to be a very great city. For Tliny ' tells us, it had in 
it fix hundred thoufand inhabitants, and there are not much above an hun- 
dred thoufand more in London, which is now (waving the fabulous ac- 
count which is given of Nankin in China) beyond all difpute the biggeft 
city in the world. For by reafon of the breaking down of the banks of 
the Euphrates, the countrey near Babylon being drowned, and the branch 
of that river which patted thorough the middle of the city, being fliallow- 
ed and rendred unnavigable, this made the fituarion of Babylon by this 
time fo very inconvenient, that when this new city was built, ic foon 
drained the other of all its inhabitants. For it being fituated much more 
commodioufly, and by the founder made the metropolis of all the pro- 
vinces of his empire beyond the Euphrates, and the place of his refidence, 
whenever he came into thofe parts, in the fame manner as Antioch was for 
the other provinces which were oh this fide that river ; for the fake of thefe 
advantages the Babylonians'm great numbers left their old habitations, and 
flocked to Seleucia. And befides, Seleiicus having called this city by his 
own name, and defigned it for an eminent monument thereof in after 
ages, gave it many privileges above the other cities of the eaft, the better 
to make it anfwer this purpofe ; and thefe were a farther invitation to the 
Babylonians to tranfplant themfelves to it. And by thefe means, in amort 
time after the building of Seleucia, Babylon became wholly defolated, fo 
that nothing was left remaining of it but its walls. And therefore r Tliny 
tells us, That it-was exhaufied of its inhabitants, and brought to defolation, 
by the neighbourhood of Seleucia on theTigris,which SeleucusNicator built 
there onpurpofe for this end. And 1 Strabo faith the fame, as doth alfo 
Taujanias in his Arc adicis, where he tells us, That Babylon, once the grea- 
teft city that the fun ever fa<w, had in his time (i. e. ' about the middle 
of the feebnd century) nothing left but its -walls. Thefe remained long 
after. For the fpace within being made a park by the Tarthian Kings, 
for the keeping of wild beafts in it for their hunting, the walls were kept 
up to ferve for a fence to the enclofure ; and in this flare it was in Je- 
rom's time, who lived in the fourth century. For he tells us, w That ex- 
cepting the walls, -which -were repaired for the enclofing of the wild beafts, 
that -were there kept, all -within -was defolation : And in 1 another place, 
That Babylon -was nothing elfe, in his time, but a chafe for wild beafts 
kept -within the compafs of its ancient -walls for the htmting of the King ; 
that is, of Terfia. For after the Tarthians, there reigned in Jeromes 
time over thofe countries a race of Terfian Kings, and continued there to 
the time of the Saracen empire, by which they were extinguiflied. When, 
or how thofe walls became demolifli'd, is no where faid, no writer forfe- 
veral hundred years after Jerom's time fpeaking any more of this place. 
The firtt after him that makes mention of it is Benjamin, a Jew of Tude- 
la in Na-var, who, in his Itinerary, which he wrote near fix hundred years 
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fince, (for he died intheyear of our Lord 1175) tells us, that he was up- 
on the place where this old city formerly flood, and found it then wholly 
defolated and deftroyed; only he 'faith, Some raz>Jo/ r Nebuchadnezzar'j 
palace- were then ftill remaining., but men were afraid to go near them, by 
reafon of the many ferpents and /corf ions that were then in the place. 
Texeira, A^JPortuguefe, *in the defcription of his travels from India to 
Italy, tells us, That there was nothing then remaining of this old and fa- 
mous city, but only fame few footfteps of it, and that there was no place 
in all that countrey lefs frequented than that traB of grotmd whereon it 
formerly food. And Rauwolf, a German traveller, who paffed that way 
in the year of our Lord 1574, tells us the fame thing. "His words are as 
followeth. " The village of Elugo lieth on the place where formerly old 
" Babylon, the metropolis of Chaldea, did ftand. The harbour lieth a 
.«* quarter of a league off, whereunto thofe ufe to go, that intend to tra- 
" vel by land to the famous city of Bagdad, which is fituated farther to 
«* the eaft on the river Tigris, at a dayanda half's diftance. This coun- 
tt trey isfo dry and barren, that it cannot be tilled, and fo bare, that I 
* mould have doubted very much, whether this potent and powerful city 
" (which once was the moft ftately and famous one of the world, fituated 
" in the pleafant and fruitful countrey of Sinar) did ftand there, if I mould 
" not have known it by its fituation, and feveral ancient and delicate an- 
«* tiquities that ftill are ftanding hereabout in great defolation. Firft, by the 
" old bridge which was laid over the Euphrates, whereof there are fome 
«' pieces and arches ftill remaining built of burnt brick, and fo ftrong, 
** that it is admirable — Juft before the village of Elugo, is the hill where- 
" on the caftle did ftand, in a plain, whereon you may ftill fee forae ruines 
" of the fortification, which is quite demoliflied and uninhabited. Be- 

** hind it, and pretty near to it, did ftand the tower of Babylon 

" This we fee ftill, and it is half a league in diameter, but is fo mightily 
" ruined and low, and fo full of venemous reptiles, that have bored holes 
«« through it, that one may not come near it within half a mile, but on- 
" ly in two months in the winter, when they come not out of their holes. 
" Among thefe reptiles there are chiefly fome in the Terjian language cal- 
«« led Eg lo by the inhabitants, that are very poifonous. They are bigger than 
«« our lizards ", &c . All which ruins here mentioned by Rauwolf, are 
no doubt the fame which Benjamin of Tadela faith were the ruins of the 
palace of Nebuchadnezzar, that is, the old palace which flood on the 
eaftern fide of the river. For it is of that only, that Benjamin and 
wolffpeak. Of the ruines of Babylon on the weftern fide, where the new 
palace flood, which Nebuchadnezzar himfelf built, neither of them do 
take any notice. All this put together, ihews how fully and exaftly hath 
been fulfilled all that, which the prophet Ifaiah propheiied of this place. 
For his words concerning it (c h. 13 . ver. 19-^-22..) are as followeth. And 
Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees excellency, 
Jhall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrha, it Jhall never be 
inhabited, neither Jhall be dwelt in from generation to generation, neither 
Jhall the Arabian fitch tent there, neither Jhall the Jhepherds make their 
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folds there, but wild beafts of the defart Jhall be there, and their houfe 
Jball be full of doleful creatures and owls Jhall dwell there, and fatyres 
Jhall dance there, and the wild beajls of the ijland Jhall cry in their defb- 
late hortfes, and dragons in their pleafant palaces, and her time is near 
to come, and her days jhall not be prolonged. Thus far IJaiab ; and be- 
etles this, there are feveral other prophecies in the other prophets to the 
lame purpofe, which have been already taken notice of. It muft be ac- 
knowledged, that there is mention made of Babylon, as of a city {landing 
long after the time where I have placed its defolation, as b in Lucan, c { Phi- 
lojiratus, and others. But in all thofe authors, and wherever elfe we find 
Babylon fpoken of as a city in being after the time of Seleucus Nicator, it 
mull be underftood, d not of old Babylon on the Euphrates, but of Seleu- 
cia on the Tigris. For as that fucceeded in the dignity and grandeur of 
old Babylon, fo alfo did it in its name. At firft it was called Seleucia Ba- . 
by Ionia, that is, the Babylonic Seleucia, or Seleucia of the province of Ba- 
bylon, to dillinguilh it from the other Seleucia s which were elfewhere, 
and after that "Babylonia fimply, and at f length Babylon. That Lucan, 
by his Babylon in the firft book of his Thar/alia, means none other than 
Seleucia, or the new Babylon, is plain. For he there fpeaks of it as the 
metropolis of the Tarthian kingdom, where the trophies of CraJTuswers 
hung up after the vanqui filing of the Romans at Carrhee, which can be un- 
derftood only of the Seleucian, or new Babylon, and not of the old. For 
that new Babylon only was the feat of the Parthian Kings, but the old 
Babylon never. And in another place, where he makes mention of this 
Babylon, (i. e. book vi. ver. jo.) he defcribes it as furrounded by the 77- 
gris in the fame manner as Antioch was by the Orontes : But it was the Se- 
leucian or the new Babylon, and not the old, that flood upon the Tigris. 
And as to ThiloJtrattis,\vhen he brings hxs Apollonius (the Donggnix op of 
his romance) to the royal feat of the Tarthian King, which was at that 
time at Seleucia, then called Babylon, he was led by that name into this 
grofs blunder, as to miftake it for the old Babylon^ and therefore B in the de- 
fcribing.of it, he gives us the fame defcription which he found given of 
old Babylon in Herodotus, "Diodorus Siculus, Strabo, and other writers. 
But it is no unufual thing for romancers often to make blunders and 
miftakes in geography of the places where they lay the fcenesof their fa- 
bles,- and that the whole ftory of ApolloniusTyanetis, as written by'Philo- 
ftratus, is no more than a romance and a fable, is well known. And per- 
chance the giving of the name of Babylon to Seleucia, was that which gave 
rife to the prefent vulgar error, that Bagdad is now fituated in the very 
place, where formerly old Babylon flood. For when Bagdad was firft 
built, it h truly was upon the fame plat of ground, where formerly Seleu- 
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cia ox new Babylon flood. For as old Babylon was exhautted by Seleucia* 
io afterwards was Seleucia by Ctefephon and Almadayen* and thefe two 
again by Bagdad; it being the humour of the princes of thofeagcs* to 
build new cities to be monuments of their names,- and to defolate old ones 
in the neighbourhood for the peopling of them. By this means Seleucia 
being reduced to a defolation, as well as Baby Ion i at the times when Abtt 
Jaafar Almanfur, caliph or emperor of the Saracens, begun his reign* 
(which was in the year of our Lord 75-4) it had nothing upon it^ but the 
cell of a chrittian monk j called 2W, and a garden adjoyning to it; From 
whence it had the name of Bagdad, that is, in the language of that eoun- 
trey, the garden ofDadi And upon 'this place was the city firft built* 
which hath ever fince been called by this name of Bagdad. For the fame 
Almanfur being refolved, out of diflike to Hajhemiai where his predecef- 
for before refided, to build him a new city, to be the capital feat of his 
empire, chofe that place for it where this garden lay, and there, in the 
year of our Lord 7 61., erefted this city upon the very foundations on which 
formerly Seleucia had flood, on the well fide of the Tigris, But not long 
after it was tranflated over to the other fide, and there it at prefent ftands 
about three miles above the place, where Ctefephon was formerly fitua- 
ted on the fame fide 0/ the river* that is* on the eaftern fide ; and that 
which was firft built on the weftern fide is now no more than a fuburb to 
it. This city, from the reign of Almanfur, was for many years the capi- 
tal of the Saracen empire, and ftill remains a place of great note in the 
eaft: But they are much miftaken, who think it the fame with old Ba- 
bylon. For that was upon the Euphrates^ but Bagdad is upon the Tigris* 
at the diftance of forty miles from the place where that old city flood < 

S ELEVCVS built many other cities both in the greater and lejfer 
AJia ; k fixteen of which he called Antioch, from the name of Antiochus 
his father ; nine Seleucia, from his own name ; fix Laodicea; from the 
name of Laodice his mother ; three Apamea, from Apama his firft wife j 
and one Stratonicea, from Stratonice his lafl wife ? in all which he 1 plan- 
ted the Jewsi giving them equal privileges and immunities with the Greeks 
and Macedonians : efpecially at Antioch in Syria ; where they fettled in great 
numbers, and became almoft as confiderable a part of that city, as they 
were at Alexandria. And from hence it was, that the Jews became difper- 
fed all over Syria, and the lejfer Afia. In the eaftern countries beyond the 
Euphrates, they had been fettled before, ever fince the AJfyrian andi?*- 
by Ionian captivities, and there multiplied in great numbers. But it was Se- 
leucus Nicator that firft gave them fettlements in thofe provinces of AJta* 
which are on this fide the Euphrates* For they having been very faithful 
and ferviceable to him in his wars, and other trufts and interefts, he for 
this reafon gave them thefe privileges through all the cities which he built* 
But it feems moft likely that they were the Babylonijh Jews that firft en- 
gaged him to be thus favourable to this people. For the Jews oiTale- 
fiine being under Ttolomy, were not in a capacity to be ferviceable to hirm 
But Babylon being theplacewhere he laid the firft foundations of his power* 
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and the Jews in thofe parts being as numerous as the Jews of Taleftine, if 
not more; it is molt likely, that there they unanimoufly adhered to his 
intereft, and were the prime ftrength that he had for the advancement of 
it, and that for this reafonhe ever after ftiewed fo much favour to them; 
and it is fcarce probable, that anything lefs than this could be a fufficient 
caufe to procure fuch great privileges from him, as he afterwards gave to 
all of that nation. 

Jt». z 9 i. SIMO N the Juft, high-prieft of the Jews, dying, after he had been 
Proiemy » n ine years in that office, left behind him a fon called Onias ; but he be- 
Soter r 3 . an in f antj> anc j therefore incapable offucceedingin the high-priefthood, 
« Eleazar the brother of Simon was fubftituted high-prieit in his ilead. 
This Simon, as he had by the uprightnefs of his acfions, and the righte- 
oufnefs of his converfation both towards God and man, merited the fir- 
name of the Juft; fo alfowas he in all refpe&s a very extraordinary per- 
fon, which the character given of him in the fiftieth chapter of Ecclejia- 
fiicus fufficiently fhews. There many of his goodworks, for the benefit 
both of the church and ftateof the Jews, are mentioned with their due 
praife. But his chiefeft work was the finilhing of the canon of the "fcrip- 
tures of the Old Teftament, What was done herein by Ezra hath been 
above related. The books afterwards added, were the two books of Chro- 
nicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, EfthersaA.Malachi. That thefe could not be 
put into the canon by Ezra is plain. For four of thofe books are, upon 
juft ground, fuppofed to have been written by himfelf, (that is, the two 
books of Chronicles, and the books of Ezra and EftherJ and the book of 
Nehemiah was written after his time, and fo moft likely was the book of 
Malachi alfo. And therefore a later time mufl be afiigned for ; their in- 
sertion into the canon, and none is more likely, than that of Simon the 
Juft, who isfaid to have been ° the laft of the men of the great fynagogue. 
For what the Jews call the great fynagogue, were a number of elders 
amounting to one hundred and twenty, who fucceeding fome after others 
in a continued feries, from the return of the Jews again into Judea, after 
the Babylonijh captivity, to the time of Simon the Jufl, laboured in the 
reftoring of the Jewijh church and ftate in that countrey ; in order where- 
to, the holy fcriptures being the rule they Were to go by, their chief care 
and ftudy was to make a true colle&ion of thofe fcriptures, and publifh 
them accurately to the people. Ezra, and the men of the great fynagogue 
thatlivedin his time, compleated this work as far as I have faid. And as 
to what remained further to be done in it, where can we better place the 
performing of it, and the ending and finiftiing of the whole thereby, than 
in that time, where thofe meU of the great fynagogue ended, that were 
employed therein, that isj in the time of Simon the Juft, who was the 
laft of them? And that efpecially finee there are fome particulars in thofe 
books, which feem neceflarily to refer down to times, as late as thofe of 
Alexander the Great, if not later. For in the third chapter of the firffc 
book of Chronicles, we have the genealogy of the fbns of Zerubbabel cvc- 
ried down for fo many defcents after-him, as may welt be thought to reach 
the time of Alexander; andinthexii h chapter of Nehemiah (ver.zi.) we 
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have the days of Jaddua fpoken of, as of dayspaft; but Jaddua out-lived 
Alexander two years. I acknowledge thefe- paflages to have been inter.-. .. 
polated paflages, both put in after the time of Ezra, and after the time of 
Nehemiah, (who were the writers of thofe books) bythofe who complea- 
ted the canon. To fay they were infer ted by thofe holy men themfelves; 
who wrote the books, the chronology of their.hiftory will not bear. For 
then they muft have lived down beyond thofe times which thofe paflages 
refer us to, but this is inconfiftent with what is written of them. And to 
fay, that they were put in by any other than thofe, who by the direction 
of the holy Spirit of God, compleated the canon of the fcriptures, will 
be to derogate from their excellency. And therefore we mutt conclude, 
that fmce Simon the Jtiji was the laft of thofe that were employed in this 
work ; it was by him that the laft finifliing hand was put thereto, and that 
it was in his time, and under his prefidency, and chiefly by his direction, 
that the canon of the holy fcriptures of the Old Tejlament, by which we 
now receive them, was perfected, and,finally fettled in the Jewijh church. 
And thus far having broughtdown this hiflory through the fcripture times, 
till the canon of the fcriptures^'of the Old Teftament was fully perfected, I 
fliall here end the firft part of it. After this followed r the Mijhnical 
times, that is, the times of traditions. Hitherto the fcriptures were the 
only rule of faith and manners, which God's people ftudied. But thence- 
forth traditions began to be regarded^ till at- length they overbore the 
word of God it felf, as we find in our Saviour's time. The collection of 
thofe traditions they call the Mijhnab, that is, thefecond law, and thofe 
who delivered and taught them, were ftiled the Mijknical 'doctors. From 
the death of Simon the Juft, their time begun, and they continued to be 
known-by that name, till Rabbi Judah Hakkadojh collected all thofe tra- 
ditions together, and wrote them into the book which they call the Mi/h- 
nah ; which was done about an hundred and fifty years after Chri/?, as 
hath been above related. The ages in which they flourifhed till the time 
of Chrijf, fliall be thefubject of the fecondpart of this hiftory. 
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On the death of Tirhakah ended the 
reign of the Ethiopian Kings in E- 
gypt, and an Interregnum of two years 
fucceeded. 

Twelve princes feize the kingdom of 
Egypt, and govern it by a joint con- 
federacy fifteen years. 

Efarhaddon, King of Affyria, is made 
King of Babylon. 

Efarhaddon invadeth Paleftine, planteth 
a colony of foreigners in Samaria, 
takes Manajfeh prifoner, and carries 
him in chains to Babylon. 

Manajfeh is reftored, and the Cutheans 
in Samaria are infefted with lions. 

Pfammithhus, one of the twelve confe- 
derated princes of Egypt, having de- 
ftroyed the reft, feizeth the whole 
kingdom to himfclf. 

Efarhaddon being dead, is lucceeded by 
Saofduchinus in the jljfyrian and Ba- 
bylonian kingdoms. 

Deioces is kill'd in battel by the King of 
Babylon and djfyria. 
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Phraortes his fon fuccceds him. 
Olof ernes invadeuh Judea, and is fl 
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Manaffeh being dead, is fucceeded by 
his fon. 

jlmtnon is mu'rther'd by his fervants. 
He is fucceeded by Jojiah his fon. 



Phraortes befieging Niniveh, is there {lain. 
Cyaxares his fon fucceeds him. 
Joftah's firft reformation of religion in Judd 
The Scythians' invade the «#>w 



Jofiab's fecond reformation of religion in Ju- 
dea. . 
Jeremiah firft called to the prophetic office. 

Nabopottafar rebels againft the King of Affyria, 
and makes himfelf King of Babylon. 



Jo/tab's third reformation df religion in Ju- 
dea. 



PfammitichuSi King of Egypt, dies. 
Is fucceeded by Necus his fon, called Pharaoh 
Necha in the holy fcriptures. 



Ntniveh deftroyed by the Medes and Babylo- 
nians, 



Jojiah flain in. battel by Necho King of Egypt. 
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Firft Jehoahaz, and after him jehoiakim 
fucceeded in his ftead. 



Nebuchadnezzar, takes Jerufdlem, from 
whence begin the feventy years cap- 
tivity of the Jews. 

Nabopollafar, K. of Babylon, dies, and is 
fucceeded by Nebuchadnezzar his fon. 

Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar's 
dream. Jehoiakim rebels againlt iV<?- 
buchadnezzar. 

"if 0 Dariuithe Median born. 

Cyrus born. Jehoiakin {lain. 

Jeconiah cariy'd into captivity; 
and Zedekiah made King in his 
Head, 



Izekicl call'd to the prophetic 
office. Pharaoh Hophra King 



?7Z0& Hophra, 
And rebels againft Nebuchadnez- 
zar. 

Nebuchadnezzar befiegeth jfara-' 
falem. 

Forceth Pharaoh Hophra to 

treat, who came to relieve 
Takes the city, and utterly de- 

fti'oys it with the temple. 
Returns to Babylon, and ere£ts 

the golden image in the plains? 

of Dura. 
Conies again into Palefiinej and 

befiegeth Tyre thirteen years. 

The remainder of the jews and 
Ifraelites carried aWay by Ne* 
buzaradan. 
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Cyrus marchcth into the upper sfjl.t, and rcdu 
ceth all there under his obedience. 

Cyrus returns into djjyria, and lays ficge to Ba- 
byhn. 

Cyrus takes Babylon and flays Btlflaz.: 
Cyrus places his uncle Darius on the throne at 

Babylon, and makes an expedition into Syrh 
Darius dies at Babylon, ana Cjrarx fuccccas i 

the whole 
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Cyrus reftores the Jews, and puts an end 
to their captivity after feventy years. 

The Jews return to Jerufaltm, and be- 
gin to rebuild the city and temple. 

The Samaritans obftrutt them in it. 

The Samaritans corrupt the officers of 
Cyrus to difcouragc the work. 



Cyrus dies, being feventy years old. 
Cambyfes his fon fuccecds in the empire. 



He invadcth Egypt. 

Vanquifhcth Pfammimtut, who newly 
fuccccdcd jtmafis his rather in the 
kingdom, and conqucrcth the whole 
kingdom. 

Makes an expedition againtl the Ethio- 
pians^ and returns \v«th I06.. 

SUys the Egyptian god jfpis, and commits 
many outrages among them. 

Returns into Syria, and there dies. The 
Marians feifce the kingdom. 

The Magians (lain, and Darius Hyjla/pis 
chofen King. 

The rebuilding of the temple rcfumed 
by the Jews. 

The Samaritans again difturb them, till 
a decree was obtained for the going 
on with the work. 

Which decree is brought to Jerufalem, 
and there executed. 

The Babylonians revolting from Darius, 
arc bencged by him. 

Babylon taken by Darius, after a (lege of 
twenty months. 

The temple rebuilt and dedicated. 

The Jrmt obtain fentencc from Darius 
againft the Samaritans, about the tri- 
bute of Samarifi. 
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war againft the Scythians, and returns with the 
loft of half his army, 
ubducs Thrace, and returns to Sufa. 

"he Scythians ravage Thrace, and drive Miltiades out 

of the Cherfonejas. 
Partus fends .SVy/ax with a fleet down the Indu. 

difcover India. 



by the way of the ocean, and the 
Red-Sea, and gives Darius an account of his dif- 
coveries. 



Miletus, make an attempt upon Naxus, and mif- 

carry in it. tyre reftored. 
Iriftagoras and the lonians revolt from Darius. 
^he Athenians enter into a confederacy with thi 

nians againft Darius. 
.""hey burn Sardis, which gave the firft rife to 

Perjian war againft the Greeks. 
rhe Per/tans prevail againft the lonians. Arifta^ 

flees into "Thrace. Heftixus Mileftus returns into 

Ionia, and joins the revolters. 
Iriftagoras {lain in Thrace. 



fonefus, and force Miltiades to flee to Athens. 
Vtardonius being fent by Darius to make war againft 
the Greeks, mifcarries in the' expedition, and re- 
turns with great lols. 
Darius fends heralds' to demand earth arid water o 

the Greeks-. i 
Two other generals fent againft the, Greeks- in'th 
place of Mardonius. Zoroaftres appears 1 at the Per- 
fian- court. 

The Per/tans invade Attica, and are defeated at Ma- 
rathon. 

Darius makes great preparations to invade Greece in 
perfon. _ . 

The Egyptians revolt from Darius. ' 
Darius declares Xerxes fu<jceiTor, ' and dies. 
Xerxes confirms to thb Jews 1 all theh" priiyileges. 
Reduccth Egypt. ■■' ' ," 

Refolves-on a war with the Greeks, and makes great 

preparations for it. ., ; . . 

Enters into a league with the Canthaginfans againft 

the Greeks. • i 

Comes with a prodigious army, to; Sardi\ x and there 
winters. ' ' " 
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Pafleth the Hellejpont, marcheth into Greece? iofeth 
the battel of Salamis, and returns with difgracc 
to Sardis. The Carthaginians vanquifh'd in Sicily 
by Gelo. 

The Per/tans vanquiflied xtPlattea waAMycale on the 
fame day. 

Xerxes delhoys the temple of Bel at Babylon. 
Patifanias and Arijlides purfue the war againft the 

Perfians. 

Paufanias, fufpeclred of treafon by the Lacedemonians^ 
is recalled. 

Still carries on the treafon for the betraying of Greece 
to Xerxes. 

Is tiyed for it, and acquitted for want of full 
dence. 

Full difcovery being made of his treafon, he is put 
to death for it. 

thcmijiocles being accufed by the Lacedemonians of 
the dime treafon, is acquitted of it at Athens. 

Themijlocles being banilhed yJtbens for ten years, is a- 
gain accufed of the fame treafon by the Lacediemo- 
fiians, before the dates of Greece? and thereby for- 
ced to flee into Perfia. 

Cimon? general of the Athenians, gains two victo- 
ries over the Per/tans near the river Eurymedon on 
the fame day, the firft by lea, and the 'fecond by 
land. 

He makes many other conqueits for 'the Athenians 

the Hellespont and elfewhere. 
Xerxes difcouraged by fo many defeats, gives over 

the Grecian war. 



Xerxes flain by the treafon of Artabanus. 

4rtaxerxes (the Ahafuerus of the book of EJIher) fuc- 
ceeds, and flays Artabanns\ 

He conquers his brother ffyftafpes, and thereby be- 
comes thoroughly fettled ip the throne. 

Hereon he makes a great feaft for all his nobles, and' 
divorceth Vajhti his Queen. 

A collection of virgins made for the King, of which 
EJlber was one. 

Iher pleafet.h the King, and becomes his concu- , 
bine. The Egyptians revolt, and make Inarus their 
King. 

Achamenides, brother of the King, being fent ag£ 
the Egyptians, is vanquifli'd and flain, and the re-, 
mainder of his army befieged in Memphis. 

Ezra fent to be governor of Judea. Efther is made 
, Queen. 

Ezra feparated the Jews from their ftrange wives. 
Mprdecai difcovers the treafon of Bigtha'n and 
Tercjb. 

Artabazus and Megabyfus raife the fiege of Memphis? 
defeat Inarus? . and befiege him and his Athenian 
auxiliaries in the ifland Profopitis. 



a-!- 


Pl 

3.0* 
" 

~4?4 


Si 5 
Ti 


|| 
83 


0 31 

3° 


t 


4f3 

4fl 


12 
*3 


8f 


!» 1 


3 
4 


4fi 
4fo 


*4 
if 


8<J 
87 


3 
4 


J- 


449 


16 


88 


f 


I 


448 
447 
446 


ll 

19 


89 

■■96 
91 


6 

i 


9 


44f 


2,0 


9Z 


9 


4*7°' 


444 


zi 


S>3 




i 
i 
3 
4 

5 

• 5 

9 

42.80 

Z 

3 


443 
44a 
441 
440 
43g 
438 
437 
43<S 
43 f 
434 
433 
43 1 
43i 


zz 

*3 

24 
if 

2 

Z9. 
^O 

3 1 
3 a 
33 
34 


S4 
9f 
96 
97 
i>8 
99 

• 101 

103 
104 
IOf 

106 


i 1 

IZ 

*3 
14 

!i 

19 

ZI 

zz 
*3 


4 


45b 


3f 


107 


*4 


r 


429 


35 
37 


108 


26 


7 


417 


38 


110 


*7 


8 


42.6 


3P 


ni 


i8 


4296 


4if 
424 


40 
4i 


"3 


29 
30 


1 


413 


to 1 


114 


3* 


3 
4 
f 


42.1 

411 
42c 
41 s 


5 2 

S. 3 
5 4 
S 


iif 
116 

:n 


3 2 

33 
34 
3f 



They force Profopitis, take Inanis prifoner,- drive the 
Athenians out of Egypt, and again reduce all that 
coimtrey under the Perfian King. 
Haman plotteth the deftru&ion of the JeHus. 
Hainan's ' plot defeated in his own deftruaion, and 
the feaft of Puri'ra inftituted in remembrance of 



Cimpn fent by the Athenians. t6 Cyprus with a great 
fleet: 

Where he beats thfr Per/tans both by fea and land 5 
and then dies at Citium. Artaxerxes makes peace 
with the Athenians. 
Inarus crucifyed, and Megabyzus rebels. 
Megabyzus defeats the firft army fent againft him. 
He defeats the fecond army fent againft him, and 

reconciled to the King. 
Nehemiah fent governor to Judea, and rebuilds the 
walls of Jerufalem. Megabyzus baniftied to Cyrtt 
— the Red-Sea. 



He 



reform 
his 



e re-peoples Jerufalem, and proceeds to. refo 
church and ftate in Judah. Ezra publifheth 
edition of the Hebrew fcriptures. 



Megabyzus returns to the Perfian court; 



Nehemiah goes from Jerufalem to the Perfian court. 
Meto begun his cycle. 

The Peloponnefian war began. A great plague broke 

out in the Eaft. 
It came to Athens, and grievoufly afflicted that 

city. 

About this time flourifhed Malachi the prophet. 
Nehimiab comes again to Jerufalem with a new com- 

minion. Plato the philofopher born. 
Nehemiah goes on farther to reform the Jewifi) church 

and ftate. 

The plague again Woke out at Athens, which pre 
duced a law there for polygamy. 

Artaxerxes dying, Xerxes his fon lucceeds. He is flain 
by Sogdianus, and Sogdianus by Ochus, who with 
the crown affiimes the name of Darius* 

Darius (commonly called Darius Nothus) begins his 
reign. 

Vanquifheth Arfites his brother, and puts him to 
death; 
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Pifuthnes rebels againft Darius in lejfer Afia, arid 
is vanquifh'd and put to death by Tijfapht 
nes, one of Darius's lieutenants. 

The Egyptians revolt from Darius, and make 
Amyrteeus their King. 

fijfaphernes zxidPharnabazus governors q£ lejfer 
Afia for Darius. 



The laft a£fc of reformation by Nehemiah, for- 
ty nine years after it had been begupj by .Ez- 
ra, where end the ftrft feven weeks 'or Da- 
rtiefs prophecy. 

The temple on mount Gerizim began to be 

. built by ManaJJeh. 

Cyrus, the younger fon of Darius,, fcnt to- go- 
vern in lejfer Afia. 

Cyrus recalled to. the Perjian court. Darius 
dies, znd Art aeeerxes Mnemon- fucceeds him. 

Athens taken, and the PeJoponneJian war ended. 
Cyrus, fent back again to bis. government in 
lejfer AJia. 

He defigneth war againll hisbrothenj and lifts 
forces for thispurpofe. 

He marcheth towards Babylon, is vanquiflied 
in battel, and flain. 

Hhimbro fent by the Lacedtsmonians: into lejfer 
Afia- to- make war againft the Perjians. Xe- 
vppban'bnmg? home the Greeks that. follow- 
ed! Cyrus, and joins him. 

•Dercillydas lucceeds 7?him£ri>-: Socrates put to 
death by the Athenians. 

MerciUydas vigoroufly carries on the wa 
gainflithe Perjians.' 

lAgefilaus. pafleth- inta AJia, to carry, on. the: 

war there againft the Perjians. 
iVanquifheth. Tijfapher.nes, who is, thereon put. 

to.death_by Artaxerxes. 
Agejilaus called, home to. defend his- countrey 

againft. a confederacy of the Greeks againft 

tHemi, Gonon wins the victory of Chidus. 
Conon. rebuilds the walls o£: Athens, and again 
1 reftbres that city. 

The Lacedtemonians renew the: war in AJia a- 
gairifb the. Perjians; but without fiiccefs. 

Artaxerxes makes great preparations for war 
againft Cyprus. 
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The Athenians fent Chabrias to the afliftancc 

of Euagoras King of Cyprus^ who rcduceth 

the whole ifland to him. 
The peace of Antalcidas made between the 

Lacedemonians and the Perjians. 
The Per/tans invade Cj^ra* with three hundred 

thomand men, 
And make an abfolute conqueft of that ifland. 
Artaxerxes invades, the Cadujians with ill fuc- 

cefs. Ariftotle born, 



1 3 Artaxerxes refolves on a war to reduce Egypt. 

14 Pharnabazus -appointed general for this war. 
He makes great preparations for it. 
Invades Egypt, arid is forced to return with ill 

fiicceft. 



The Lacedamonians beaten at Leutlra by the 
Itbebans. 



Jobanan, high-prieft of xhtjews, kills his bro- 
ther Jejhua in the temple, for which thePcr- 
fian governor lays a mulct upon the yew* for 
feven years. 

The battel of Mantinea, between the Lacede- 
monians and the tbebans, in which the former 
lofe the victory, and the latter their general 
Epaminondas. 
Agefilaus goes into Egypt with an army t 
fift Tacbus. 

He deferts tacbus, and makes Neblanebus King, 
He vanquiflieth the enemies of Netlanebus, 
3 And fully fettles him in the kingdom of Egypt. 
Artaxerxes dies. . 
He returns homeward, and dies in the way on 
the coafts of Africa. Great revolts in the 
Perjlan empire on the fiiccdffion of Ocbus. 

Alexander the Great born at Pella in Mac'edo- 
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The Cyprians and Phoenicians revolting rrom 

Ochus, are again reduced, taken: and 

deftroyed by Ochus. 
Ochus invades Egypt, expels Neilanebus, and 

reduceth the whole countrey. 
Mentor made governor of leffer Afta. Memnon 

his brother enters into the Perjian fervice. 
Plato the philofopher dies. 



Bagoas the eunuch poiforieth Ochus, and ma- 
keth Arogus or Arfes Sang in his ftead. 

Philip King of Macedon, after the victory of 
Chieroriea, made general of Greece againfl: the 
Perjians. 

Bagoas poifons Arogus, and Paujanias flays Phi- 
lip King of Macedon : Darius fucceeds the 
former, and Alexander the latter. 

Darius puts Bagoas to death. Alexander de- 
flroys Thebes, and is appointed general of the 
Grecians againft the Perjians, in the place of 
his father. 

Alexander pafleth into AJia, and wins the bat- 
tel of Granicus. 

He reduceth all lejfer AJia, and wins the battel 
of IJfus. 

He deftroys Tyre and G«z«, and conquers 2s- 

He pafleth the Euphrates and the Tigris, wins 
the battel of Arbela, and takes Babylon, Su- 
fa, and Perfepolis, and the provinces belong- 
ing to them. 

Darius flain by BeJJus. Alexander fubdues the 
Medes, Parthians, Hyrcanians, Arians, and 
feveral other nations : Puts Philotas zndPar- 

. menio to death. 

He fubdues the Batlrians and Sogdians, and 

puts Bejfus to death. 
He marries Roxana, pafleth into India, and 

conquers, all to the river Indus. 
He pafleth the Indus, .vanquiflieth Porus, and 

fubdues all as far as the river Hyphafts. 
He puts his army on board his fleet, and faileth 

down the Indus,- conquering feveral nations 

iri his way. 

Having pafled down to the mouth of the Indus, 
he lends Nearchus with his fleet thorough 
the oceari to Babylon, arid marcheth thither- 
ward with his army by' land. 

He conquprs the Cojfeans, and enters Babylon, 
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Antigonus invadeth Egypt, and is repuls'd 
with lofs. 

Demetrius bcficgeth Rhodes without fuc- 
cefs. 

Seleucus having made himfelf matter of all 
the provinces of Alexander 's empire be- 
yond the Euphrates, invadeth India. 
and maketh peace with Sandrocottus. 

Seleucus, Ptolemy, Cajander, and Lyfima- 
chus, confederate againfl Antigonus. 

They vanquifh and flay him at Ipfus in 
Phrygia. 

After this victory Ptolemy had Judea, Phoe- 
nicia, and Ccele-Syria ; and Seleucus the 
upper Syria, where he builds Antioch. 

Demetrius gives his daughter Stratomce in 
marriage to Seleucus, and feizeth Cilicia. 

Cajfander dies in Macedonia. 

Pyrrhus marries Antigone the daughter of 
Berenice, Ptolemy's beft beloved wife, 
and by his affiftance recovers his king- 
dom of Epirus. 

Samaria waited by Demetrius's foldicrs 
from Tyre. 

Ptolemy recovers Cyprus from Demetrius. 

Demetrius made King of Macedon, and 
' there reigns feven years. 

Seleucus builds Seleucia on the Tigris. 

Simon the Juft, high-prieit of the Jews, 
dies, and is fucceeded by \EKezar his 
brother. . . 



The End of the Ftrft Part. 
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| HE fecond part of this hiftory, which I now offer 1 
to the publick, completes the whole of what I in- 
tend. My firft purpofe was to have concluded it 
at the birth of our Saviour, and to have left what 
thenceforth enfues to the ecclefiaftical hiftorian of 
the Chriltian Church, to whom it properly belongs. But fince 
what is to connect the Old Teftament with the New will there 
beft end, where the difpenfation of the Old Teftament endeth, 
and that of the new begins and fince that was brought to pafsi 
in the death and refurredtion of our Saviour, I have drawn down 
this hiftory thereto. For then the Jewijh Church was abolifhed, 
and the chriftian erected in its ftead; then the law of Mofes 
ceafed, and that of Chr'tfl and his golpel commenced, and there- 
in the accomplifhment of all the prophecies of the Old Tefta- 
ment relating to the perfon of the MeJJiah, which begun at his: 
birth, was folly perfected ; and therefore here I have thought 
it propereft to fix the conclufion of this Work. But to avoid en- 
croaching too far upon the chriftian ecclefiaftical hiftorian, 
I have from the time of Chr'tfi's birth treated but in a very brief 
manner of what afterwards enfued to his death; and have pafled 
over the whole time of the publick miniftration both of him 
and his forerunner,. For all things that were done therein being 

folly 
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fully related in the four gofpels, which are, or oughf to be, in 
every one's hands, barely to repeat them here would be needlefs-j 
and all that can be done beyond a. bare repetition is either to 
methodize them according to the order of time, or to explain 
them by way of interpretation ; but the former belonging to the 
foarmonift, and the latter to the commentator, they are both 
out of the province I have undertaken. 

I having in the preface to the firft part of this hiftory recom- 
mended to the reader for his geographical guidance in the read- 
ing of it the maps of Cellor'tus, the bookfeller hath in the third 
edition of that part inferted into it as many maps out of him, 
as may be ufeful for this purpofe. And there hath alfo been 
added in the fame edition a map of the temple of Jerufahm, 
which had been drawn and publifhed by me in a fingle meet fome 
years before : All thefe may ferve for the fecond part as well as 
for the firft. 

Perchance there may be fome who will think the hiftory, 
which I give of the Jew't/h cycle of eighty four years, and of the 
other cycles which as well as that have been made ufe of for the 
fixing of the time of Eajier, to be too long a digreffion from 
that which is the main {ubje£t of this work. And therefore 
I think it neceflary to acquaint the reader, that I have been led 
hereto by thefe following inducements. Firfl, To give him an 
account of the controversies which happen'd among Chriftians 
about the time of celebrating Eajier, during the ufe of this 
84 years cycle among them. Secondly, To explain one impor- 
tant part of our ancient Engltjh hiftory, by (hewing upon what 
foot that dhTenfion about Eajier ftood, which was here carried 
on between our Briiifh and Saxon anceftors on the account of 
the fame Jewijh cycle during the whole feventh and eighth cen- 
tury, which hath no where elfe that I know of had a thorough 
and clear account given of it. And Lajily, to open the way to 
a better underftanding of the modern difpuije, which our Diflent- 
ers have here fet on foot among us upon, the fame argument. 
For they alledge it as one realbn of their dhTenfion, that Eajier 
is put wrong in the kalendar before the common-prayer book, 
and that therefore they cannot give their aflent and confent 
thereto. 

It is a very odd thing, that this fort of people, who are 
agoinft keeping any Eajier at all, ftiould raife. any quarrel about 

the 
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the time of its obfervance. But fince they are pleafed fo to do, 
I will here apply what is written in the enfuing hiftory about the 
time of this feftival, to the prefent cafe, and endeavour thereby 
to give them full fatisfaction in it. In order whereto I (hall lay 
down, Fir/I, The rule in the kalendar, againft which the ob- 
jection is made; Secondly, The objection it felf, that is urged 
againft it ; and then in the Third place I (hall give my anfwers 
thereto. 

I. The words of the rule in the kalendar, as they lye in the 
page next after the months of the year are thefe following, 
Eafler-ddy is always the firfi funday after the firfl full moon which 
happens next after the one and twentieth day of March. And if 
the full moon happens upon a funday y Eafier-day is the funday 
after. 

II. The objection urged againft this rule is, that if we take 
the common almanacks, in which the new moons and full 
moons are fet down as they ire in the heavens, it will feldom be 
found, that the firft funday after the firft full moon which hap- 
pens next after the one and twentieth day of March, is the Eafler- 
day which is appointed to be obferved according to the tables 
in the common-prayer book; and that therefore if the rule be 
true the tables muft be falfe : Arid this the DifTenters think is 
reafon enough for therh to deny their affent and confent to the 
whole book. 

III. I anfwer hereto, firft, thac : it muft be acknowledged, this 
objection would be true, were it the natural full moon that is 
meant in the rule. But befides the natural full moon, that is, 
that which appears in the heavens when the fun and moon are 
in direct oppofition to each other, there is alfb an ecelefiaftical 
full moon, that is, a full moon day fb called by the church, 
tho' there be no natural full moon thereon. To explairi this by 
a parallel cafe , it is in the fariie mariner as there is a political 
month and a political year different frdm the natural. The na- 
tural month is the courfe of the modri frorn one new moon to 
another , the political month is a certain nufriber of days, which 
coriftitute a month according to the political conftitutiori 1 of the 
coutitrey where it is ufed. And fo a natural year is the courfe 
of the fun from a certain point in the Zodiac till it come about 
again to the fame j but the political year is a certain number of 
months or days, which conftkute a year according to the poli- 
tical 



tiCal cbnftttufion of the countrey: where it . is ufed. And fo in 
like manner there is a. natural new moon day, and an ecclefiafti-. 
cal new moon day:: The natural new moon day is that, on 
On which the natural new moon firft appears, and the fourteenth 
day after. is the natural full moon day. And the ecclefiaftical 
new moon day is that which by. the ecclefiaftical conftitutions 
is appointed for it, arid the fourteenth day after , is the ecclefiafti-. 
cal full moon day. And the primes, that is, the figures, of the 
golden numbers, which are in the firft column of every month 
in the kalendar, are there placed to point out both, that is, the 
ecclefiafticalnew moon day firft, and then by conlequence from 
it the ecclefiaftical v full moon day, which* is the fourteenth day 
after. This , order was firft appointed from the time a of the 
council of Nice j and then the natural new moon and full moon, 
and the ecclefiaftical new moon and full moon fell exactly toge- 
ther.. And had the ; nineteen, years cycle, called the cycle of 
the moon (which is the cycle of the golden numbers) brought 
about all: 'the new moons and full moons exactly again to the 
fame point of time in the. Julian year, as it was fuppofed that it 
would when this ordejr was firft made, they would have always 
fo fallen together. But it failing hereof by an hour and almoft 
ah half, hereby it hath come po pafs, that the ecclefiaftical new 
moon and full moon have overfhot the natural new moon and 
full moon an hour and near an half in every nineteen years, 
which in the long procefs of time that hath happen'd fince the 
council of Nice, hath now made the difference between them; to 
amount to about four days and an 'half ,- and fo much the eccle- 
fiafticalnew moons and full 'moons do ; at this time in every month 
over-run the .natural. : - ; Jlowever the Churcri ftill abiding rpy. the 
old order, ftill obfei ves, the, time of Rafter -according to the, rec- 
koning of the ecclefiaftical moon, and not according to that of 
the natural. ; And therefore it is. of . the ecclefiaftical full moon, 
and not of the natural, n that f his rule is to be underftood, and 
cpnfequently .what the Diffenters objecl: againft it from the full 
rnpon, in the -heavejnsjis. nothing, to- the purpofe. But if it be ftill 
oDjeae^that;this e^efiaftical full moon, different from the na- 
tural is the product of error, for -that it hath its original from an 
aftronomical :mifta^e* in the Churches falfely .fuppofing, that the 
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PR E PAGE. 

new moons and full moons would after every nineteen years all 
come over again to the fame point of time in the Julian year as 
in the former nineteen years, whereas they do not fb by an hour 
and half, and that therefore there is ftill an error in tips matter * 
the anfwer hereto is that it would be fb, were the feaft of Eafter, 
and the time of obferving it, appointed by divine inftitution j 
but fince both are only by the inftitution of the Church, 
wherever the Church placeth it, there it is well and rightly 
obferved. 

But Secondly, Were it truly the natural full moon, and not the 
ecclefiaftical, that is meant in the rule, yet fince in this fuppofal 
it would be only an aftronomical, and not a theological error, 
this rule may be ufed without fin and the ufe of it is all that 
the declaration of affent and confent obligeth to, as it is plainly 
expreffed in the acl: that enjoins it. 

Thirdly , But it feems to me that neither the kalendar, nor 
this rule belonging thereto, is within that declaration, and there- 
fore no error in either can be urged as a reafbn againft it. For 
the affent and confent required to be given by the a6t of uniformi- 
ty is to the book of common-prayer, and adm'miftration of the fa- 
craments, and other rites and ceremonies of the Church of England, 
together with the pfalter or pfalms of David, pointed as they are 
to be fung or faid in Churches, and the form-and 'manner of making, 
ordaining, and confecrating of Bifhops, Priefis, and Deacons ; but 
neither the kalendar, nor this rule belonging to it, can be brought 
under any of thefe particulars ,- and therefore cannot be contain- 
ed within that declaration at all. If it be faid that the words 
rites and ceremonies include the kalendar, and with it all the 
rules belonging thereto ,• my anfwer is , that the aftronomical 
calculations, and the appointing thereby the times of the move- 
able feafts, concerning which our whole prefent difpute is, can- 
not be called either rites or ceremonies. If it be farther urged, 
that both the kalendar and the rule are in the book ,- the reply 
hereto is, fo are feveral ads of parliament, but no one will fay, 
that by the declaration any affent or confent is given unto 
them. But 

Fourthly, Supposing all to be in this cafe, as the DnTenters 
object, to make fuch a trifle to be a reafbn of breaking com- 
. munion, and feparating from the Church, is what men of com- 
mon fenfe or common integrity may be afhamed of. They may 
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as well urge the errata of the prefs againft this declaration j for 
the(e afford as good a reafon againft it as the other. This {hews 
how hard they are put to it to find reafons for their feparation, 
when they urge {uch a wretched and frivolous one for it as 
this. 

Thus much of the objection as far as the DhTenters have 
urged it. But there being fomething that may be farther faid 
on the fame argument, with much more plaufible appearance of 
reafon, which the Diffenters have taken no notice of, I mail do 
it for them, that fo by anfweririg it I may clear this whole mat- 
ter, and thereby fully juftify the ufage of our Church herein. 
J?or it may be objected, that allowing the full moon in the rule 
of the kalendar above mentioned to be the ecclefiaftical full 
moon, and hot the natural, yet the making of Eajier-day to be 
the next Sunday after that full moon is contrary to the rule 
which all other Churches have gone by b till Pope Gregory's re- 
formation of the kalendar, and contrary alfo to the prefent ufage 
of our own. For, Firfl, it is contrary to the rule, which all 
other Churches have gone by till the faid reformation of Pope 
Gregory ; becaufe till then from the time of the council of Nice 
their rule hath been, that Eafler-day is always to be the firft 
Sunday after the firft fourteenth moon which {hall happen after 
the one and twentieth of March, which fourteenth moon is 
therefore called the Pafthal term ; but the full moon never hap- 
pens till the fifteenth day of the moon and therefore to put 
Eajier-day on the firft Sunday after the faid full moon ; will be 
to make the firft fifteenth moon after the faid one and twentieth 
of March to be the Pafchal term inftead of the fourteenth, which 
no Church in the whole chriftian world hath ever yet done. 
And Secondly, it is contrary to the prefent ufage of our own 
Church j for in the tables fubjoined to the faid kalendar Eajier- 
day is every where put on the Sunday next after the firft four- 
teenth moon after the one and twentieth day of March, and 
never otherwife. And therefore mould Eafler-day be always put 
according to the rule above mentioned on the next Sunday after 
the full moon of that rule, feeing no full moon can ever happen 
till the fifteenth day of the moon, Eafier-day would fometimes 
fall, on a Sunday different from that where it is placed in the 
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tables; as for example, Anno \66%, the placing of Eafter on 
the firft Sunday after the fifteenth day of that moon would make 
it fall on the twenty, ninth of March, but the tables place it on 
the twenty fecond of March, which was the Sunday before, and 
then it was accordingly obferved. And Anno 1678, the placing 
of Eafter on the firft Sunday after the fifteenth day of that moon 
would make it fall on the feventh of April, but the tables place 
it on the laft of March, which was the Sunday before, and there 
it was accordingly obferved : And Co it will be found in many 
other inftances. And therefore if the rule, by which all other 
Churches till Pope Gregory's reformation of the kalendar above 
.mentioned obferved their Eafter, be right; and if the tables 
whereby our Church keeps that feftival be right, then the rule 
which is in our common-prayer book muft be falfe, and conse- 
quently cannot be afTented to as true. Thus far the objection. 

The anfvver hereto is, that there is a twofold reckoning of 
the moon's age, the aftronomical and the vulgar; the aftrono- 
mical reckoning is from the conjunction of the moon with the 
fun, the vulgar from its firft appearance, which is never till the 
next day after the conjunction. The Jews followed the vulgar 
reckoning, and according thereto accounted that to be the firft 
day of the moon, c which was the firft day of its appearance, as 
I have already {hewn in the preface to the firft part of this hifto- 
ry, and by this reckoning fettled the times of their Pafchal fefti- 
val; which ufage the d ancient Chriftians borrowing from them 
did the fame in their fettling the feaft of Eafter, and fo it hath 
continued to be done ever fince. The firft day therefore of the 
moon, which is marked out by the prime in the kalendar of our 
common-prayer book, is not the day of its conjunction with the 
fun, but the day of its firft appearance, which is always the day 
after ; and the fourteenth day from thence is the fifteenth from 
its conjunction ; on which fifteenth day the full moon happens, 
which being applied to the Pafchal moon fblves the whole diffi- 
culty of this objection. For the fourteenth day of that moon, 
as reckoned from its firft appearance, will be from its conjuncti- 
on the fifteenth day, on which the full moon happens. And 



<= Talmud in Rofh Hasfhanah, Maimonides in Kiddufli Hachadefh. Selden de anno civili 
veterum Judaeorum. ^The ancient Chriftians appointed their Eafter by the fame rule, by which 

the Jews appointed their paffover, and the Afian Churches for a long while obferved it on the fame day 
with them. < . " 
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therefore this fourteenth day of the moon being the fame with 
th& full moon, and both the fame with that, which hath ever 
been the Pafchdl term, the firft Sunday after which is Eafter- 
day> the faid Pdfchal term may be expreffed by either of them • 
and therefore this rule in the kalendar of our common-prayer 
book, in that it expreffeth it by the full moon, doth the fame, 
as if it had expreffed it by the fourteenth day of the moon, arid 
confojuently it is not to be charged with any fault or error in 
this fhaftter. Arid thus having opened the caufe iri all its points, 
I mall leave the farther profeciition of it to thofe who mall 
think fit to contend about it. All that I propofe hereby is only 
to give filch light irito it, that neither fide may like the Anda- 
bdta fight in the dark, as both in the handling of this particular 
feeiri hitherto to have ddne. 

I n the cbmpillfig bf this hiftory I have taken all the helps 
that the foivijfh Writers could fupply me with, bat thefe I muffc 
confefs are very poor bries. Of the fucceflion of the prefidents 
and vfce-prefidents of their farihedrim, by whom they fay their 
traditions Were hancled doWn fiorri Simon the Juft, and the men 
of the grea v t fyriagbguej I have given their names as far as this 
hiftory goes. But befides their names there being fcarce any 
thing related of them, but what carries with it a manifeft air of 
improbability and fable, I have forborn troubling the reader with 
filch, trafh : Only about Htllel and Shammai I have enlarged. 
For their followers conftituting two oppofite fects among the Jews, 
in the manner as the Scot'tfis and Thomifls among the fchoolmen, 
their names run through both their Talmrids, and all their talmudic 
writings, and they are of ail that have been in that ftation with- 
in the cbmpafs of this hiftory of the moft eminent note and 
fame among them, arid have had more faid of them than all the 
reft. Arid therefore I have given as full an account of them as 
the Jew'tjh writer's can afford me within the limits of a juft cre- 
dibility. 

<But nothing can be more jejune and empty than the hifto- 
ries which the rabbiriical Jews give of themfelves. Jofephus's 
hiftory in Greek is a noble work j but they difown and conderrin 
it, and inftead of it would obtrude upon us an Hebrew Jvfephus 
under the name of Jofipon Ben Gorton ; this they fay is 4:he 
true and autheritic Jofephm, but ours, that is the Gre&k jo- 
fephus ) a falfe one. There is a Jofephus^Ben Gorton mentioned 
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< m Jofephus's hiftory of the Jewifh war, who is there faid to have 
been one of the three to whofe conduct that war was firft com- 
mitted. This perfbn, the impoftor who compofed this book mi- 
flaking for Jofephus the hiftorian, fet forth that fpurious work un- 
der his name, intending thereby to quafh the credit of the true Jo- 
fephus, which we have in Greek, as if that were the irhpofture, and 
this in Hebrew the only true and authentic work of that hiftorian. 
But the book it felf proves the fraud for there is in it mention 
made both of f names and things which had no being till many 
hundreds of years after the time in which it's pretended the 
book was written, neither was it heard of or ever quoted by 
any author till above a thoufand years after that time. Solomon 
Jarchi a French Jew, who flouriftied about the year of our Lord 
1 140, is the firft that makes mention of it. After that it is quoted 
by Aben Ezra, Abraham Ben Dior, and R. David Kimchi, who 
all three lived in the fame century. After this it became gene- 
rally owned by the Jews, and hath obtained that credit and efteem 
among them, as to be held next the facred writings a book of 
principal value among them and was One of the earlieft of their 
books, that hath been publifhed in print by them. For it Was 
publifhed at Conflantinople in the year of our Lord 1490, which 
was within fifty years of the firft in vention'tif that art; and here- 
on it became fb generally received and valued by that people, 
that twenty years after there came out another edition of it from 
the fame place, and after that a third at Fenice Anno Domini 1 5:44. 
What Munfier hath publifhed of it is no more than an epitome 
of this author ; but the whole of it is in the Conftantinopolitan 
and Venice editions. It is divided into fix books and ninety feven 
chapters. The h eft that can be faid of it is, that it is written in 
an elegant Hebrew ftyle, and therefore on this account is very 
fit for the ufe of young ftudents in the Hebrew language. But 
as to thefe^je<5t matter, it is every where fluffed with apocryphal 
and talmudic^bles ,• moft of that, which is not of this fort, is 
taken from the true Jofephus 5 but it is to be obferved , that 
what the impoftor takes from him is from the Latin veriion of 
Bujmus, and not 60m th&Greek original, which leads him into 
federal blunders. But who this author was, or where or when 



« Lib. 2» -Kf?. ft/3. -*-For in thatbotrk there is mention made eTLombardy, France; "England, 
Hungary, Turkey, &c. which are all modern names, and never heard of till feveral hundred years after 
the time in which it is pretended 4his book was written. 
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he wrote his bdpk, is .uncertain. *Scaliger conjectures that he 
was a Je& <&:Tqurs in France j but his reafon for it being only 
that he (peaks \ more ofthe . places about Tours than of any other 
parts of France ^ this dfcth,: not prove the thing. But it being 
fufficiently ppoyed that the book is an impofture, it is of no mo- 
ment to know who was the true author of it, or where or when 
he lived. Mf. Gagnter, French Gentleman now living in Ox- 
ford, hath lately . given a -very accurate Latin verfion of this work, 
according to : the beft edition of it ; It is to be wim'd that his 
learned pains had been employed about a better author. 

For feveral hundred years after the deftru&ion of the temple 
of Jerufalem, where Jofephus ends, ., no other Jew hath written 
any hiftofy of the affairs of that people till about the tenth cen- 
tury after Chr 'tfl. But the feci: of the Karra'ites, (who adhering 
only to the written word rejected all traditions) then prevailing, 
and often prefling their Rabbimfis their antagonifts in this contro- 
verfy, to make good the facceflion through which they pretend- 
ed to have received their traditions, this did put feveral of their 
learned men upon the hunt for itj and they having raked tho- 
rough both their Talmuds, and from them gotten together fome 
hiftoiical Icraps to ferve for this purpofe, with thefe poor mate- 
rials have endeavoured to compofe fbmething like an hiftory of 
their nation, giving an account therein, how their traditions were 
delivered down from Mofes to the prophets, and from the pro- 
phets to the men of the great fynagogue, and from the men of 
the great fynagogue to the doctors, who afterwards in a conti- 
nued feries handed them down from One to another through 
after-generations. Of this fort they have fome few hiftorical 
compofures among them, but fuch as are very mean and con- 
temptible. T ; hey all begin from the creation of the world, and 
as far as the fcriptures ofthe Old Teftament go, they write from 
them, but often interpofe fabulous glolfes and additions of their 
;Owq. From the time, where the Old Teftament fcriptures end 
the two Talmuds fapply them, and from the time where the 
Talmuds end they are fupplied from the traditions that were af- 
terward preferyed- among them. And an account of their do- 
ctors, and the fucceflion of them in their chief fchools and aca- 
demies in Jud<ea y Babylonia, and elfewhere, is the main lubjecl: 
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which after the fcriptural times they treat s?. And, of thefe hi-, 
ftorical books there are but (even in ally ( t;hat I know oTamong 
them, and they are thefe following, i. Seder Olam Rabbah 3 
i. Tejhuvoth R. Sherira Gaon, $ r Seder Olam Zeutah, 4. Kab- 
balah R. Abraham Levita Ben Dior, 5. Sepher Juchafin, 6. Shah 
Jheleth Hakkabbalah, 7. Zemach David. The four firft are the 
ancienteft, but all of them have been written fince the beginning 
of the ninth century, and are very fhort. The three laft are 
much larger, but of a very modern compofure, being all of them 
written fince the time of our King Henry the Eighth. I will here 
give an account of each of them in their order. 

I. ' Seder Olam Rabbah, i. e. the Larger Chronicon, is fo called 
in refpe£t to Seder Olam Zeutah, i. e. the Leffer Chroiiicon, which 
was afterwards compofed. However, notwithstanding this great 
name, it is but a fhort hiftory, and treats moftly of the fcriptu- 
ral times. h Buxtorf tells us it reached down to the time of ' Adrian 
the Roman Emperor, and his vanquishing Ben Cuzibah the im- 
poftor, who did then fet up for .the. fyfejjiah. I have not feen 
any copy of that hiftory which reachpth down fo far, but no 
doubt that great and learned man did, otherwife he would not 
have told us fo. The author is commonly laid to have been 
R. Jofe Ben Chaliptha, who flourifh'dl.^ little after the beginning 
of the fecond century after Chrijl, and is faid to have been mafter 
to R. Jttdah Hakkadojh, who compofed the Mjfhna. But R. Aza- 
rias, the author of Meor Enaim, in the. third part of that book, 
(which he calls Imre Binah) tells us, that, he had feen an anci- 
ent copy of this book, in which it was written, that the author 
lived 762 years after the deftru&ion of the temple of Jerufalem, 
which refers his time to the year of Chrift, 83 z. It was moft 
certainly written after the Babylonijh Talmud ,• for it contains 
many fables and dotages taken from thence. 

II. TESHUFOTH R. Sherira Gaon, i. e. The anfwers of 
R. Sherira fublime DoBor, is an hiftorical tra(5t written by way of 
queftions and anfwers by him whofe name it bears. It is a very 
fhort Piece, and is ufually inferted with Tome other hiftorical frag- 
ments in the editions of juchafm. He was Jichmalotarch in Ba- 
bylonia, and head of all thc jewijh fchools and academies in that 
countrey, which dignity he obtained Anno Domini 967, and con- 
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timied trr k thirty y&rrsY ih& is till the yeaff 997, when he re- 
f^tfedit to R.Hdid r $& fori, who was the laft that bore the title 
of Garni or Sublimit < Do&or. Fbr in his time, /. 1637, 
the Mahometan King thai then reigned over Babylonia, i expel- 
led the out of all £hp(e parts, and thereon k all their fehools 
and academies which they had there were diflolved, and all the 
degrees arid titles df "ribhotir, which on the account of learning 
tired to be (conferred in them, utterly ceafed^ and no learned man 
hath firice : tMfc time imottg the Jews affumed any higher name 
or title of honour in rcipeclfc of his learning, than that of Rabbi. 

III. SED E R Okm Zeutah, i. e. The Lejfer Cbronicon, is fo 
called in reipect to Seder Olam Rabbah or the Greater Chroni- 
boti. This Bbbk ^as written, as it is therein expreffed, 1053 years 
after the deftru&ioti bf the temple at Jeru/alem, that is in the 
year of dur Lord .1113. Who was the author of it is not known. 
It is dgrteable tb its nariie a very mbrt Ghronicon, and is car- 
ried down From the begihtihig of the world to the year 45 z 
after the defttu : £tion bf the/temr>le bf Jeru/alem, that is, to the 
year of our Lord j i £ : Ei^hr generations after are named in it, 
but nothing more than their names \i there mentioned of them. 

IV. SEP HER \fCabbalah R. Abraham Levita Ben Dior, 
i. e. The book dfffatfitibn^by Rabbi 'Abraham the Levite the /on of 
Dior, is anliiftoiicalVrdci:^ chiefly intended to give an account of 
the fuccemon of thofe, by whom the traditions of the Jews as 
they pretend, from the jtime of Mo/es were handed down to them 
fiom generation to generatlbn. It begins from the creation of 
the world, and ends at. the year of Chrift 1 160. ' The author of 
it was R. Abraham 'the Le'vfte, whofe name it bears in the title. 
He flourifhed iri the "time Where his book ends. He writes much 
from Jo/ippon B'en^brioh^ and Was one of the firft, that gave credit 
to that fpurious book. 

V. SE PHER JucJoafin, i. e. The book of genealogies, is an 
hiftory of/the jkwVmucn larger than all the four above menti- 
oned put together. It begins from the creation of the world, and 
is continued down to t 1 he "year 'of our Lord iyoo. In the procels 
and feries bf .it an account "is given bf the fuccemon of the Jewijh 
traditions 'from mount Sinai, khd of all their eminent doctors 



i On this exprJfion out of the ~E'*W~thcy flocled into the Weft, and from that timeS^Tl^nsxct, 
England, and Germany were filled ■with them. ^The chiefejl of their academics were Naherda, 
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teaching and profefling them, down to the time where the book 
ends. The author of it was R. Abraham Zacuth, who firft pub- 
limed it at Cracow in Poland in the year of our Lord 1580. 

VI. SHAL SHE L E TH Haccabbalah , i. e. The chain of 
tradition, is an hiftorical book of the fame contents with Sepher 
Juchafm. The author of it was Rabbi Gedaliah Ben Jechaiah, 
who firft publiflied it at Venice in the year of our Lord 1587. 

VII. ZEMACH David, i. e. a branch or fprout of David, 
is an hiftory treating of the lame fubjecl: as the two laft preceding. 
It begins as they do, from the creation of the world, and is con- 
tinued down to the year of Chrifl 1592, in which year it was firft 
publifhed at Prague in Bohemia. The author was Rabbi David 
Ganz a Bohemian Jew. There is extant a Latin verfion of this 
book compofed by William Henry Vorfiius the fon of Conrad 
Vorfius, and publifhed by him at Leiden, Anno Domini 1644. 

B y this it may be leen how little light into ancient times is to 
be gotten from hiftories of Co modern and mean a compofure, 
neither can any thing better be expected from their other writings. 
If any thing of ancient hiftory be found any where in them more 
than what is fcriptural, it is either taken from one of the hifto- 
ries, which I have here given an account of, or from the Talmud, 
which is the common fountain, from which they all draw : For 
this is the beft authority they have, and how mean this is I have 
already (hewn. 

My living at a diftance from the prefs hath deprived me of 
the opportunity of correcting the errors of it,- but this defect 
hath been fupplied by my very worthy friend Mr. Brampton Gur- 
don, who hath been pleafed to take on him the trouble of cor- 
recting the laft revife of every {heet; and I know no one more 
able to correct the errors, not only of the printer, but alio of 
the author, wherever I .may have been miftaken in any particu- 
lar contained in this book, he being a perfbn eminently knowing 
in all thofe parts of literature, that are treated of through the 
whole of it, and otherwife of that worth and learning, as may 
juftly recommend him to every man's efteem. 

I {hall be glad if this fecond part of my hiftory may be as ac- 
ceptable to the publick, as the former hath been. I mull con- 
fers it hath been written under greater difadvantages, by reafbn 
of the decays which have fince grown upon me. It hath always 
been the comfort, as well as the care of my life, to make my 
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felf W ferviceable as I could in all the ftatipns which I have been 
called to. With this view it hath been, that I have entered on 
writing of any of thofe works, that I have Offered to the publick } 
and I hope I have by t all of them in fome rheafure ferved my ge- 
neration. But being now broken by age, and the calamitous 
diftemper mentioned in the preface to the former part of this hi- 
ftory, I find my felf luperannuated for any other undertaking, and 
therefore rhuft, I fear , fpend the remainder of my days in an 
ufelefs ftate of lite, which to me will be the greateft burden of it. 
But fince it is from the hand of God, I will comport my felf with 
all patience to fubmit hereto, till my great change {hall come, 
and God fhall be pleafed to call me out of this life into a better. 
For which I wait with a thorough hope and truft in his great and 
infinite mercy through Jefus Chrtfi our Lord, to whom be glory, 
honour, and praife, for ever and ever. 



Nvrivichy ' 
January i< i7i7-* 8 - . : I 
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Declenfion of the Kingdoms otJJrael arid Judah 
to the time of C h r i s t, 

Part II. Book I. 

iLEA'ZAR the fa-other 'of Simon the juft > fucceeded him An.v)\. 
1 in the High-priefthood at Jentfalem, - and there executed g^™^ 
' this office b fifteen years. But whereas Simon the Juji had 
been alfo president of the Sanhedrim, or national council 
i of the ~ JeHus\ he was in this laft charge fucceeded c by Ah- 
1 tigoitus 'of-SochOy Kfwhich he was recommended by his 
great learning. Fof he was : an eminent fcribe in the law of God, and a 
great teacher of righteou fnefs among the people. And he being the firft 

a Jofeph. Afttiq. lib. 12. c. a; Ohr&nicoii AJiexandrinuni, Eufebii Chronicon. b Cbronicoa 
Alexandrinum: « Juchafiij,- ShSlftakrh Haccabbala, .& Zemach David. R. Abraham Levita 
in hiftQrica Cabball. 
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of the Tannaim or Mifhnical doftors, from his fchool all thofe had their 
original, who were afterwards called by that name. And thefe were all 
the doctors of the Jewijh law from the death of Simon the Juff to the 
time that Rabbi Juduh Hakkadojh compofed the Mijhna, which was about 
the middle of the fecond century after Chriff, as hath been before ob- 
ferved. In the gofpels they are fometimes called fcribes, fometimes law- 
yers, and fometimes thofe that fate in Mojes's feat. For thofe different 
appellations^ all denote the fame profeflion of men, that is thofe, who 
being bred up in the knowledge of the law of God, and the tradition of 
the elders concernirig it, taught it in the fchools and fynagogues of the 
Jews, and judged according to it in their Sanhedrims, For out of the 
number of thefe doctors were chofen all fuch, as were members of thofe 
courts, that is either of the great Sanhedrim of feventy-two, which was 
for the whole nation ; or of the Sanhedrim of twenty -three, which was in 
every city in Judah. And fuch were Nicodemus, Jofeph of Arimathea, 
and Gamaliel % and in refpect hereof is it, that they are called elders, coun- 
fellors, and rulers, becaufe being of the number of thofe, who were cho- 
fen intoihefe councils, they did there declare and execute thofe laws, by 
which they ruled and governed the people. 

The y*"^ tell us great things of this Simon the Jufi y and fpcak of great 
alterations that happen'd on his death in fome parts of their divine worlhip, 
and the figns of the divine acceptance, that had till then appeared in the 
performance of them. For A it is faid in the Jerufalem Talmud, that " All 
" the time of Simon the JtisJ the fcape-goat had fcarce come to the middle 
" of the precipice of the mountain, from whence he was call down, but 
« he was broken into pieces : But when Simon the Juft was dead, he fled 
*' away alive into the defart, and was eaten of the Saracens. While Simon 
« the Jus7 lived, the lot of God ip the day of expiation went forth always 
" to the right hand: But Simon the J u ft being dead, it went forth fbme- 
" times to the right hand, and fometimes to the left. All the days of Si- 
" mon the JuJl the little fcavlet tongue' look'd always white : But when 
" Simon the Jutf was dead, it looked fometimes white, and fometimes red. 
" AH the days of Simbri the Juff the* well light always burnt: But when 
*' he was dead, it fometimes burnt, and -fometimes went out. All the days 
" of Simon the Jufl the fire upon the altar burnt clear, and bright, and 
" after two pieces of wood laid on in the morning, they laid on nothing 
«* elfe the whole day after : But when he was dead, the force of the fire 
" languifhed in fuch manner, that they were forced to fupply it all the day. 
" All the days of Simon the JuJI a bleffing was fent upon the f two loaves, 
" and « the Ihew-bread ; fo that a portion came to every prieft to the 
** quantity of an olive at leaft; and there were fome, who did eat, and 
« there were others, to whom fomething remained after they had eaten 
" their fill: But when Simon the Juji was dead, that blefling Was with- 
" drawn, and fo little remained to each prieft, that thofe who were mo- 
" deft withdrew their hands, and thofe who were greedy ftill ftretch'd 



A Mifhna & Gemara Hierofol. in yoma. e That is the mojl -weftern of the [even lamps ofthr 

golden candlcfticks , ■which flood in the holy place in the temple. f 'that is the two wave leaves 
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" them out." For the explication hereof it is to be obferved, that on the 
great day of expiation, which was a moft folemn faft among the Jews* 
kept every year by them on the tenth day of their month Tizri (which 
anfwers to our September) h two goats were brought into the inner court 
of the houfe of the Lord, and there on the north fide of the altar pre- 
fented before the High-prieft, the one to be the fcape-goat, and the other 
to be facrificed unto the Lord. And in order to determine, which of 
them fhould be for each purpofe 1 Lots were caft to decide the matter ; 
the manner of which was as followeth. The k goats being put one before 
the right hand of the High-prieft, and the other before the left hand, an 
urn was brought and placed in the middle between them, and two lots 
were caft into it. (They might be of wood, filver, or gold, but under 
the fecond temple they were always of gold.) On the one of thefe was 
written for the Lord, and on the other for the fcape-goat ; which being 
well fhaken together, the High-prieft put both his hands into the urn, and 
with his right hand took out one lot, and with his left hand the other, 
and according to the writing on them were the goats appointed, as they 
itood on each hand of the High-prieft, either for the Lord to-be facrificed 
to him, or to be the fcape-goat to be let efcape into the wildernefs ; that 
is, if the right hand lot were for the Lord, then the goat, that flood be- 
fore him at the right hand, was to be facrificed, and the other to be the 
fcape-goat : But if the left hand lot were for the Lord, then the Goat, 
that flood at the left hand, was to be facrificed, and the other to be the 
fcape-goat. And therefore, whereas it is faid, that the lot of God till the 
death of Simon the Juft went forth always to the right hand, the meaning 
is, that till then the High-prieft always "drew out with his right hand the 
lot for the Lord, and with his left hand that for the fcape-goat ; but after- 
wards with each hand fometimes one lot , and fometimes the other. As 
foon as the goats were thus appointed each to their proper ufe, the High- 
prieft bound upon the head of the fcape-goat a long piece (they call it a 
tongue) of fcarlet. And this is that fcarlet tongue, which the Talmud faith 
looked always white , till the death of Simon the Juft ; but afterwards 
fometimes white and fometimes red. And the change of red into white 
being here fpoken of as a fign of God's accepting of the expiation of that 
day, hither may be referred what is faid in Ifaiah (ch. i. v. 18.) Though 
your fins be as fcarlet, they Jhall be as white as ftiow ; though they be red 
like crimfon, they ftyall be as wool ; or rather to this text may be referred 
the foundation of all that they fay of this matter. After the goat for the 
Lord was offered up in facrifice to him, the fcape-goat was brought before 
the High-prieft, who laying both his hands upon his head, confeffed over 
him all the iniquities of the children of Ifrael, and all their tranfgreflions, 
and all their fins, by that ceremony putting them all upon the head of that 
goat ; and then fent him away by a fit perfon into the wildernefs. The 
place where they led him was a rock or precipice at the diftance of twelve 
miles from Jerufalem, where he was to be let efcape to carry away the 
fins of the children of Ifrael with him far out of fight. Till the time of 
Simon the Juft, the Talmud faith, this goat was always dafli'd in pieces in 
the fall, on his being let loofe over the precipice; but that afterwards 
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be always efcapedi and flying into Arabia, was there taken and eaten by 
the Saracens. 

An. 288. "DEMETRIVS having, as he thought* thoroughly fettled his affairs in 
Ptolemy Greece and Mace don, 1 made great preparations to recover his father's empire 
1 7 * vxAjia ; for which purpofe he got together an army of an hundred tkoiifand 
men, and a fleet of five hundred fail of Chips, which was a greater force 
both by fea and land, than had been gotten together by any Prince fince 
the time of Alexander the Great. 
An. 287. This aHarming "Ptolemy, Lyjemachtts, and Seleucus, m they all three en- 
Ptoiemy tere d foto a confederacy together for their mutual defence againft his de- 
Soter ^ ggjjg. aTM i jQfo drew in Pyrrhus King of Epirtu to join with them here- 
in. And therefore while Lyjimachus invaded Macedonia on the one fide, 
Pyrrhtvs did the fame on the other. This drew Demetrius out of Greece 
(where he was then attending his preparations for the AJian expedition) 
back into Macedonia, for the defence of that countrey. But before he 
could arrive thither, Pyrrhus having taken Bcraea, a great city in Mace- 
donia, where many of "Demetrius'* foldiers had their families, friends, and 
effects, the news hereof no fooner got into the army, but it put all into 
diforder and mutiny, many declaring, that they would follow him no far- 
ther, but return home to defend their friends, families, and fortunes, in 
their own countrey ; whereon "Demetrius feeing his intereft abfolutely 
loft among them, fled in die difguife of a private fbldier into Greece ; and 
all his army revolted to Tyrrhus, and made him their King. ^Demetrius 
on his return into Greece, having there ordered his affairs in the beft man- 
ner his prefent circumftances would admit, committed the care of all he 
had in thofe parts to Antigonus his fon, and with all the remainder of his 
forces, that could be fpared from thence {which amounted to about ele- 
ven thoufand men) went on board his fleet, and failed into AJta, there in 
a defperate manner to feek his fortunes. On his arrival at Mileitts he took 
that city, and there married Ptolemaida the daughter of Ptolemy. She 
was brought to him thither by Eurydice her mother the wife of Ptolemy, 
and lifter of "Phila, "Demetrius's former wife, who died a little before of a 
dofe of poifon, which (he defperately took on her husbands flight out of 
Macedonia, to avoid the calamity which lhe thought would follow that de- 
clenfion of his fortune. However this did not hinder Ptolemy from mar- 
rying his daughter to him, and of this marriage was born "Demetrius, who 
afterwards reigned in Cyrene. 

From Miletus "Demetr ius* invaded Carta and Lydia, and having taken 
many cities from Lyjimachus in thofe provinces, and there much augment- 
ed his forces With new recruits, at length made himfelf matter of Sardis. 
But oh the coming of Agathocles the fon of Lyjimachus with an army againft 
him, he was forced again to quit all, that he had taken, and marched eaft- 
ward. His intentions in taking this rout were to pafs into Armenia, and 
Media, and feize thofe provinces. But Agathocles having coafted him all 
the way in his march, reduced him to great diftrefs for want of provifions 
and forage, which brought a ficknefs into his army, that deftroyed a great 
number of them, and when he attempted to pafs mount Taurus with the 
remainder, he found all the pafles over it feized by Agathocles ; whereby 
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being obftrufted from proceeding any farther that way, he marched back- 
ward to Tar/us in Cilicia, a town belonging to Seleucus, and from thence 
fignifying to that Pfince the calamitous condition he was reduced to, ear- 
neftly prayed relief and afliftance from him for the fabfifting of himfelf, 
and the forces that followed him. Seleucus being moved with thisrepre- 
fentation of his doleful cafe, at firft took compaffion of him, and ordered 
his lieutenants in thofe parts to furnifh him and his forces with all things 
neceflary. But afterwards being put in mind of the valour, and enterprif- 
ing genius of this Prince, and of his great abilities in all the arts and ftrata- 
gems of war, and his undaunted boldnefs for the attempting of any defign 
he mould have an opportunity for, he began to think, that the fetting up 
of fuch a man again might tend to the endangering of his own affairs, and 
therefore inftead of helping him any farther, he refolved to lay hold of this 
opportunity abfolutely to crufli him, and accordingly marehed againft him 
with an army for this purpofe ; of which Demetrius having received intel- 
ligence, he feized on thofe faftnelTes of mount Taurus where he could beft 
defend himfelf, and from thence fent again to Seleucus, intreating him that 
he would permit him to pafs into the eaft, that there feizing fome eoun- 
trey of che barbarous nations, he might therein pafs the remainder of his 
life in quiet and repofe ; or otherwife, if he liked not this, that he would 
at leaft allow him quarters for that winter, and not in the rigorous feafon. 
of the year drive him out in a naked and ftarving condition into the very 
jaws of his enemies, to be devoured and deftroyed by them. But Seleueus 
not at all liking his defign of going into the eaft, this firft part of his requeft 
ferved only to encreafe his jeakmfy ; and therefore all that he would grant 
him, was to take winter quarters in Cataonia (a province confining upon 
CappadaciaJ for two months, during thefeverky of the winter, and after 
that to be gone. And then he immediately put guards on all the pafies of 
die mountains leading from Cilicia into Syria to obftruft his coming that 
way. Demetrius finding himfelf hereby pent up and befet, that is by 4ga- 
tbotles on the one fide, and by Seleucus on the other, was neceflitated to 
betake himfelf to force for the extricating of himfelf; and therefore fall- 
ing upon Seleucn/s his forces , that guarded the pafies of the Mountains 
into Syria, he drove them thence, and entered thorough them into that 
countrey. 

But ° when he was ready to have proceeded farther on fome bold enter- An. 2S6. 
jprize for the reftoring of his affairs, he was taken with a dangerous fick- g to ^™ y 
nefs, which Mted forty days; in the interim moft of his men deferted, oterip 
■whereby finding himfelf on his recovery reduced to the utmoft neceflky, 
lie Tefolved to make a defperate attempt upon Se leaf us, by ftorming his 
t;amp in the night with that final handfol of his forces that ftjll remained with 
i him. But "his defign being difcovered by a deferter , and tfeereby dhap- 
^ointed, guft as be was ready to have put it in execution, and many more 

of his foldiers deferting from him hereon, he attempted to make a retreat 
l5ack over tite -mountains, and if poffible that way again reach his fleet. 

But -finding all the pafies there feized againft him, he was forced to take 
flielter in Ae woodsy but being there ready to be ftarved, he was brought 

at length to the-neeeflit-y-of furrendring himfelf into the hands of Seleucus, 

who havin g -caufed him, tmder a ftrong guard, to be carried to the Syrian 
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Cherjbnejits near Laodicea there kept- him a prifoner, till he died. He al- 
lowed him there the freedom of a park to hunt in, and all other accom- 
modations both for the pleafures, as well as the neceflaries of life. Where- 
on giving himfelf wholly up to eating, drinking, gaming, and lazinefs, he 
palTed away the remainder of his life in thofe voluptuous and idle enjoy- 
ments, till at length having fed up his body hereby to an exceflive fatnefs, 
and fiH'd it with grofs and noxious humours, he fell into that ficknefs, of 
which he dyed in this confinement, after he had patted in it three years, 
and had lived to the fifty fourth year ,of his age. 

All the time of his confinement Seleucus frequently fent him kind mef- 
fages, with promifes of a releafe from his captivity, afluring him that as 
foon as Antiochus and Stratonice Ihould be returned again to court, the ar- 
ticles of his reftoration Ihould be fettled by them to his content. This 
Stratonice was the Daughter of Demetrius, and had been firft married to 
Seleucus (as hath been above related) but was then by an unparallePd 
example become the wife of Antiochus his fon. The manner how it came 
to pafs is thus related, p Stratonice being a very beautiful lady Antiochus 
fell in love with her, but not daring to own his paflion, he lilently lan- 
guifti'd under it, and at length through the violence of it fell defperately 
lick. Erajijlratus an eminent Greek phyfician having the care of him in 
his ficknefs, foon found out what the diftemper was, but to difcover who 
was the perfon, that had kindled this flame in him, was the difficulty : For 
the finding of this out he carefully attended his patient, when vifited by 
any of the court ladies, and obferving, that whenever Stratonice came into 
his chamber, great alterations were made in his pulfe, in his countenance, 
in his behaviour* and in every , thing elfe about him, which the palfion of 
love could reach ; and that nothing of this happen'd, when any other lady 
came to make him a vifit, he hereby fully discovered, that Stratonice was 
the fole object of that violent love, which caufed his ficknefs ; and finding 
that nothing elfe could cure him of it, but the enjoyment of the perfon 
beloved, for the bringing of this about he thus craftily managed the mat- 
ter. The next time that Seleucus inquired of him about his fon's ficknefs, 
he told him, that his difeale was love, and that he mull neceflarily dye of it, 
becaufe he could not have the perfon he loved, and he could not live with- 
out her. Seleucus being furprifed at this account, asked , why he could 
not have the perfon he loved ; becaufe, faith the phyfician, he is in love 
with my wife, and I cannot part with her. How ! not part with her, re- 
plied Seleucus ; to fave my beloved fon's life, how then can you pretend 
to be my friend ? Sir, faid the phyfician , pray make it your own cafe, 
would you, I pray, part with your wife Stratonice for the fake of Antio- 
chus ? And if you, who are his moft tender father, will not do it for a 
molt beloved fon, how can you expect it from any other ? Oh, replied 
Seleucus, would, to God the fafety of my fon were put upon this iflue, I 
would then gladly part with Stratonice, or any thing elfe to effecl his re- 
covery. Why then, faid Erajijiratus, you are the only phyfician that can 
cure him, for it is the love of Stratonice that hath caft him into this dif- 
eafe, which -he languilheth with, and nothing can reflore him, but the 
r giving of her to him to wife. Hereon Seleucus having eafily enough 
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prevailed with Stratonice to accept of a young Prince for her Husband 
initead of an old King, lhe was given to him to wife, after (he had born 
children to his father, and they being thereon crowned King and Queen 
of upper AJia, were fent thither, to govern thofe provinces, and there 
they' were all the time that Demetrius was in his confinement in Syrta. 
And from this abominable inceftuous marriage (the like whereof was not 
heard of among the Gentiles * in St. TW's time) fprung all that race of 
Syrian Kings, who fo grievoufly perfecuted, vexed, and opprefied God^s 
people in Judah and Jerufalem, as will be hereafter related. 

TTOLEMT Soter having reigned in Egypt twenty years from the time 
of his affuming the title of King, and thirty nine from the death of Alexan- 

Soter 20. 

der, 1 placed Ttolemy Thiladelphus, one of the fons which he had by Be- 
renice, on the throne, and made him King in copartnerfliip with him. He 
had feveral fons by other wives, one of which was Ttolemy furnamed G?- 
raunus or the Thunderer, who being born to him by Eurydice the Daugh- 
ter of Antipater, and the elder of the two, expe&ed the crown after his 
father, as due to him before the other by virtue of his birth-right. But 
Berenice, who came firft into Egypt only as companion to Eurydice, when 
lhe firit married Ttolemy, having alfo become his wife, and 5 by reafon of 
her beauty been exceedingly beloved by him, Hie gained hereby fuch an 
afcendant over him above all his other wives, that me carried it for her 
fon. And therefore being now pall: eighty, and apprehending the day of 
his death not to be far off, he determined to put the crown upon his head* 
while he yet lived, that fo there might be no war nor contention about 
it after his death. Whereon 1 Ttolemy Ceraumtf t not bearing this prefe- 
rence of his younger brother before him, fled firft to Lyjlmachus, whofe 
fon Agathocles had married Lyjandra his fitter by the fame mother, and 
after that, on the death of Agathocles, went to Seleucus, who received 
him with great kindnefs, which he repaid with the moll villainous treache- 
ry, as will be hereafter related. 

In the firft year of the reign of Ttolemy Thiladelphus (which was the l8 4- 
firft year of the one hundred twenty fourth olympiad) was " finilhed the phna-" y 
great tower or light-houfe in the iftand of Tharus over-againft Alexandria, deiph. r. 

commonly 
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was a fquare of a furlong (i. e. 600 foot) on every fide, and afcended up fo high into the air that 
it might be feen at the diftance of an hundred miles. Tho 7 this determines the breadth to a certain 
meafure, yet it doth not the height, but in an uncertain manner. But this defect is fupplied by Eben 
Adris an Arabic author in his book called by the Latin tranflator Geographia Nubienfis. For these 
be tells us (CHm. 3. Part 3.) That this tower or light-houfe of Pbarus was 300 cubits (1. e. 45-0 foot) 
high. But both thefe accounts are very improbable, and the former is contradicted by what Jofephus 
tells us of it. (Debello Judaico lib. 6. p. 914.) For fpeaking of the tower o/PhafaelUS at Jerufalem, 
which he defcribes to be a fquare building of forty cubits (i. e.fixty foot) on every fide, and ninety cubits 
(i. e. 13s foot) high, faith of it, that it was like the tower o/Pharus near Alexandria; tj ft 
■sro*C uti&r 12, i. e. But as to its circumference it was much larger. And Jofephus having often feeit 
loth thefe towers could not be miftaken herein. Were the tower of Pharus of the Iruuth of 600 foot on 
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«Hniaottly called the tow<er\ of Thaws, which was reckoned by the an- 
cients amdrtg the feven wonders of the world. It was a large four-fquare 
pile of building 'aft built of white marble; and had always fires maintained 
on the top of ftf for the direction of feamen. It coil in the building eight 
hundred t«lents^ This, if computed by Attic talents, amounts to one 
hundred fixty five thoufand pound of our fterling money ; but if by Alex- 
andrian talents it will come to twice as much. The architect, who built 
it, was Softratus of Cnidusy who craftily endeavoured, to ufurp the. honour 
of it with pofterity to himfelf by this fraudulent device. The irifcription 
ordered to be fet on it being [.King Ptolemy to the gods the faviours for 
the benefit of thdfe -who pafs by fea'] inftead of Ttolefny^ name he craftily 
engraved hi£ own in the folid marble,' and then filling up the hollow of 
the engraved letters with mortar, wrote upon it what' was directed. So 
the infcription, which was fitit read, was according as it was ordered, and 
truly afcribed the" work to King 'Ptolemy its proper founder ; but in procefs 
of time the mortar 1 being worn oft", the infcription then appeared to be 
thus [Softratus the Cnidiah Jon of Dexiphanes to the gods the faviours for 
the benefit of thofe -who pafs by fea] which .being in lafting letters deeply 
engraved into the marble ftones, lafted as long as the tower it felf. This 
tower hath been demolifhed for fome ages paft. There is now in its place 
'-a caftle called FariUon, where a garrifon is kept to defend the harbour, 
perchance it is fome remainder of the old work! Thar us was at fkft 
wholly an ifland at the diftance of feven furlongs from the continent, and 
had no other paflage to it but by fea. But it x hath many ages fince been 
turned from an ifland into a peninfula by being joined to the land , in the 
fame manner sts Tyrus was, by a bank carried through the fea to it, which 
was anciently called in Greek the Heptaftadium^ i. e. the feven furlong bank, 
becaufe feven furlongs was the length of it. This work was performed by 
tDexipbaries the father of Softratus about the fame time that Softratus finifli- 
ed the tower, and feems to have been the more difficult undertaking of 
the two. They being both very famous architects were both employed 
by "Ptolemy Soter - in the works, which he had projected for the beautify- 
ing, adorning and ftrengthning the city of Alexandria: The father having 
undertaken the Heptaftadium at the fame time that his fon did the tower, 
they finilhed both thefe works at the fame time, that is in the beginning 
of the reign of Ttolemy Thiladelphus. Thofe who attribute the making 
of the Heptaftadium to Cleopatra follow y Ammianus Marcellinm, whofe 
relation concerning it cannot be true ; for it contradicts C<efar\ commen- 
taries and many other authors, that are better to be credited in this matter. 



every fide, and of the height of 450 foot, it would -within 30 foot be as high as the great pyramid, and 
fiand upon altogether as much ground in a direH perpendicular building, as that doth in a pyramidal; 
which would render it beyond all other buildings in the world very prodigious ; and were it fo, Jofephus 
souldnot have faid in reference to it the words above recited. But aga'mfl jo£ephu's as to this mattcr 
it may be objected, that if the tower of Pharus were fo much lefs, than the tower of Phafaelus at Je- 
rulalem, hozv came it to be reckoned one of the feven wonders of the world 2 . It would be an an finer 
to this objection if we could fay the words of Jofephus as above recited, were to be referred to the lower 
o/.Pharus, and not to that of Phafaelus, but the grammatical conjlrutlion will not admit it. If any 
one jhall fay that in the place cited (»- e. lejfer) Jhould be read infiead of ^oi&y (i. e. larger) i" 

Jhould readily agree to this emendation, could it be jujlified from any authentic copy. 
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Towards the end of this year 7 died Ttolemy Soter, King of Egypt, in 
the fecond year after his admitting of his fon to fit on his throne with 
him, being at the time of his death 3 eighty-four years old. He was the 
wifeft and beft of his race, and left an example of prudence, juftice, and 
clemency behind him, which none of his fucceflbrs cared to follow. 
During the forty years, in which he governed Egypt from the death of 
Alexander, he had brought that cotintrey into a very flourifliing condi- 
tion, with adminiftring great plenty to his fucceflbrs ; this adminiftred to 
as great luxury in them, in which they exceeded moft that lived in their 
time. 

A little before his death, this very fame year, was brought out of Tontus 
to Alexandria the image of Serapis, after three years fedulous endeavour 
made for the obtaining of it ; concerning which we are told, that b while. 
Ttolemy the firft of that name that reigned in Egypt was bufying himfelf 
in fortifying Alexandria with its walls, and adorning it with temples, and 
other publick buildings, there appeared to him in a vi/ion of the night a 
young man of great beauty, and more than an human fhape, and command- 
ed him to lend to Tontus, and fetch from thence his image to Alexan- 
dria, promifing him, that his doing this Ihould make that city famous and 
happy, and bring great profperity to his whole kingdom, and then on his 
faying this afcended up into heaven in a bright flame of fire out of his 
fight. 'Ptolemy being much troubled hereat, called together <"he Egyptian 
priefts to advife with them about it ; but they being wholly ignorant of 
Tontus, and all other foreign countries, could give him no anfwer con- 
cerning this matter ; whereon confulting one Timothens an Athenian then 
at Alexandria, he learnt from him, that in e Pontus there was a city called 
Sinope, not far from which was a temple of Jupiter, which had his image 
in it, with another image of a woman Handing nigh him, that was taken 
to be Troferpina. But after a while other matters putting this out of 
Ttolemy's head, fo that he thought no more of it, the vifion appeared to 
him again in a more terrible manner, and threatned deftrucfion to him 
and his kingdom, if his commands were not obeyed ; with which Ttolemy 
being much terrified, immediately fent away ambalTadors to the King of 
Sinope to obtain the image. They being ordered in the way to confult 
Apollo at Delphos, were commanded by him to bring away the image of 
his father, but to leave that of his lifter. Whereon they proceeded to 
Sinope, there to execute their commiflion in the manner as directed by 
the oracle. But neither they with all their folicitations, gifts, and pre- 
fents ; nor other ambafladors, that were fent after them with greater gifts, 
could obtain, what they were fent thither for, till this laft year. But then 
the people of Sinope being grievoufly opprefied by a famine, were content 
on "Ptolemy's relieving them with a fleet of corn to part with their god 
for it, which they could not be induced to do before. And fo the image 
was brought to Alexandria, and there fet up in one of the fuburbs of that 
city called Rhacotis, where it was worfhipped by the name of Serapis ; and 
this new god had hi that place a while after a very famous temple erecfed 
to him called the Serapaum : And this was the firft time, that this deity 
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was either worfliipped or known in Egypt ; and therefore it could not be 
the patriarch Jofeph, that was worlhipped by this name, as fame would 
have it. For had it been he that was meant hereby, this piece of idolatry 
muft have been much ancienter among them, and muft alfo have had its 
original in Egypt it felf, and not been introduced thither from a foreign 
countrey. Some of the ancients indeed had this conceit, as c Julius Fir- 
micus, d Rnffinus, and others ; but all the reafon they give for it is, that 
Serapis Was ufually represented by an image with a bulhel on its head, 
which they think denoted the bufhel wherewith Jofeph meafured out to 
the Egyptians his corn in the time of the famine ; whereas it might as 
well denote the bufhel with which Tiolemy meafured out to the people of 
Sittope the corn, with which he purchafed this god of them. However 
this fame opinion is embraced e by feveral learned men of the moderns, 
and for the fupport of it againtt what is objected from the late reception ( v 
Of Serapis among the Egyptian deities, they will have Serapis to have 
beeh an ancient Egyptian god, and the fame with their Apis, and that 
Serapis was no other than Apis c* 0^*, that is Apis in his coffin ; and for 
this they quote f fome of the ancients. Their meaning is, that while the 
facred bull, which the Egyptians worlhipped for their great God, was 
alive, he was called Apis, and that when he was dead and falted up in his 
coffin, and buried, he was called Serapis, that is Apis in foro (i. e. in bis 
coffin) from whence they fay his name was at firft Soroapis, made up of 
the compofkion of thefe two words Soros and Apis put together, and that 
by corruption from thence it came to be Serapis. But what is there, that 
after this rate learned men may not tenter any thing to ? But the worft of 
it is, the ancient Egyptians did not fpeak Greek. The Ttolemys firft 
brought that language among them, and therefore had Serapis been an 
ancient god worfliipped in that countrey before the Ttolemys reigned there, 
his name could not have had a Greek etymology. Much more might be faid 
to fliew the vanity of this conceit, were it worth the readers while to be 
troubled with it. It's certain Serapis was not originally an Egyptian dei- 
ty anciently worlhipped in that countrey (as he muft have been, had it 
been Jofeph that was there worfliipped under that name) but was an ad- 
ventitious god brought thither from abroad about the time which we now 
treat of. The ancient place of his ftation e Tolybius tells us, was on the 
coaft of the "Propontis on the Thracian fide over againft Hierus, and that 
there J a fin , when he went on the Argonautic expedition facrificed unto 
him. From thence therefore the people of Sinope had this piece of ido- 
latry, and from them the Egyptians in the manner as I have related ; and 
till then this deity was wholly unknown among them. Had it been otrier- 
wife, Herodotus, who is fo large in his account of the Egyptian gods, 
could not have efcaped taking notice of him ; but he makes not the leaft 
mention of him as worfliipped in that Countrey, neither doth any other 
author, that wrote before the times that the Ttolemys reigned in Egypt. 
And when his image was firft fet up in Alexandria, Nicocreon, then King 
of Cyprus, as having never heard of him before, h fent to know what 
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God he was, which he would not have done, had he been a deity ancient- 
ly worfhipped by the Egyptians. For then Nicocreou, who was a very 
learned Prince, muft neceflarily before that time have had full knowledge 
of him. And i Origen, who was an Egyptian, fpeaks of him as a god not 
long before received in that countrey. And it is to be obferved, that as 
he was anew god, fo he brought in with him among the Egyptians a new- 
way of worlhip. For till the time of the Ttolemys k the Egyptians never 
©flered any bloody facrifices to their gods, but worfliipped them only with 
their prayers and frankincenfe. But the tyranny of the Ttolemys having 
forced upon them the worfliip of two foreign gods, that is Saturn and 
Serapis, they in this worfliip firft brought in the ufe of bloody facrifices 
among that people. However they continued always fo averfe hereto, that 
they would never fuffer any temple to be built to either of thofe gods 
within any of the walls of their cities ; but wherever they were in that 
countrey, they were always built without them in their fuburbs. And they 
feem only to have been the Egyptians of the Greek original who conform- 
ed hereto, and not thofe of the old race. For they Hill retained their old 
ufage in all their old temples, and could never be induced to offer the blood 
<©f beafts in any of them ; for this was always an abomination unto them 
from the beginning. And therefore when the children of Ifracl defired 
leave of Tharaoh to go three days journey into the wildernefs to offer ia- 
•crifice unto the Lord, 1 they gave this for the reafon of it, that their reli- 
gion obliging them to offer to their God the bloody facrifices of Iheep and 
oxen, m and other living creatures, they durft not do this in the fight of the 
Egyptians, left they fliould ftone them, becaufe fuch fort of facrifices were m an 

■i Cdntra Celfum Mb. f . Macrobius Saturnal. Mb. i. cap. 7. verba -ejus funt, Nunquam 

fas fait JEgyptiis -peoudibaB aut fanguine , fed precibus & thure folo placare Deos. This -was 
true of the ancient Egyptians. For among the ancients Porphyry tells us (do abilinentia , lib. 2. 
§ 5-9.) That, the facrifices, with which they worpipped the.r gods, -were cakes and the fruits of the 
earth; and he tells us in the fume book (lib. 4. § If.) Of the Syrians, -mho were next neighbours to 
the Egyptians, tmd agreed m many things with them, that they offered no living creatures in facrifice 
to their gods. Bat this could not i>e true of the Egyptians in Herodotus'* time. For it appears from 
him, that they .then offered fomeanitna Is in facrifices to riieir gods, but thofe were very few'; much the 
gr.eateft number of them were excepted, till the Ptolemys with the Grecian gods brought in the Gre- 
cian wUy of worpipping them with all manner of facrifices , and of this perchance may be undcrftood 
■what Macrdbius tells us of this matter. Alexander Sardus in his book De moribus & ritibus gen- 
tium (lib. 3. .cap. 15-.) haththefe words.. Dicebat Pythagoras fe aliquando concilio deorum inter- 
fuiffe & didicuTe eos ^Egyptioxum facrificia probare, quse libationibus conftant, thure, & laudi- 
busj non placere aniaiantium cajdes, qua; tamea poftea immoiarunt ./Egyptii, ut Soli gallum, 
cygnurh, taururn, Veneri cortrmbam, & Syderfbus, qua: cum Syderibus fimilitudinem habenr'. 
This makes fully for what I. have faid. Sardus bad it from fstn<e ancient jintloority , but doth not name 
his author. 1 Exod. vtii. z6, 27. The chief caufi of this abominauon was, that many 'of 

thofe living creatures, .which the Jews offered in facrifice, were worfijitfed as gods by the Egyptians, 
and therejore were never Jlain by them, nor could' they bear the faying of them by others, of which 
Diodorns Siculns gives rts afitffieient inflance (Mb. I. p. 7^. Edit. Hanov.) where his words are as 
jolloweth: Such a fuperftition towards thofe facred animals was ingenerated in their minds, and 
every one of them was in .his affections fo obftinately bent to pay honour and veneratio'n to 
them, that at a time when Ptolemy their King was not yet declared a friend of the Romans, and 
all the people ftudied to court and pay obferv.ance to all .that came out of Italy out of fear of 
the Romans, that they might not give them any caufe of difpleafure, or reafon for war againft 
them a Roman then in Egypt happening to have flain a .cat, the multitude immediately running 
together befet the houfe where the Raman was, and neither the nobles fent by the King to de- 
precate their rage, nor the fear ,of the Romans, could with-hold them trom.puniuW this man 
with death, tho' it was by. chance, and not wilfully, that he did the fad. Thus far Diodoru*. 
But peef and cows, wh,ch the Jews Sacrificed, were in .an higher degree facred among the Egyptians 
- '<>< ' ; and for this reafon they could not have lorn the Je wifh facrifices among them 
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abomination to that people, and therefore they defired. that they might go 
to the diftance of three days journey from them to perform this part of 
their worftiip unto their God, that being thus far out of their fight, and 
obfervation, they might give them no offence, nor provoke them by it to 
any mifchief againft them. 

In that place in the fuburb Rhacotis, where the image of Serapis, which 
'Ptolemy brought from Sinope, was fet up, was afterwards built a very famous 
temple to that idol, called the Serapaum, which n Ammianus Marcellinus 
tells us did in the magnificence and ornaments of its buildings exceed all 
other edifices in the world, next that of the capitol at Rome. Within the 
verge of this temple there was alfo ° a library, which was of great fame in 
after-ages both for the number and value of the books it was repleniflied 
with. 'Ptolemy Soter being a learned Prince, as appeared by the hiftory 
of the life of Alexander written by him (which p was of great repute among 
the ancients, tho' now not extant) out of the affeftion he had for learn- 
ing, founded at Alexandria i a Mufieum or college of learned men for 
the improving of philofophy, and all other knowledge , like that of the 
royal fociety at London, and the royal academy of fciences at Paris. And 
for this ufe he got together r a library of books, which being augmented 
by his fucceflbrs grew afterwards to a very great bulk. Ptolemy Phila- 
delphia the fon of Soter left in it at the time of his death s an hundred 
thoufand volumes. Thofe that reigned after him of that race flill added 
more to them % till at length they amounted to the number of feven hun- 
dred thoufand volumes. Their method in the collecting of them was thus. 
" They feized all the books that were by any Greek or other foreigner 
brought into Egypt, and fending them to the Mufaum, caufed them there 
to be written out by thofe of that fociety, whom they there maintained, 
and then fent the' tranfcripts to the owners, and kept the originals to lay 
up in the library. And particularly it is laid of Ptolemy Euergetes, that 
having thus borrowed of the Athenians the works of Sophocles, Euripides, 
and JE/cbylus, he fent them back the copies, which he had caufed very 
fairly to be tranfcribed , and retained the originals for his library, giving 
them w fifteen talents over and above for the fame. The x Mufaum being 
placed in the region of the city called Bruchium near the King's palace, 
there the library was at firft placed alfo, and had great refort made to it : 
But afterwards, when it was filled with books to the number of four hun- 
dred thoufand volumes, the * other library within the Serapaum was erect- 
ed by way of fupplement to it, and it was therefore called z the daughter 
of the former. And that grew up to have three hundred thoufand vo- 
lumes placed in it. And thefe two put together made up the number of 
feven hundred thoufand volumes in the whole, of which the royal libraries 
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of the Ttolemaan Kings at Alexandria were faid to confift. When Ju^ 
lens Cafar waged war againft the Alexandrians, 1 it happen'd that the li- 
brary in Bruchium was burnt, and b the four hundred thoufand volumes 
that were laid up in it were all confumed. But that in the Serapaum c 
Hill remained, and there we may fuppofe it was, that Cleopatra laid up the 
two hundred thoufand volumes of the library of Tergamus, which d Anto- 
ny gave unto her ; with which and other books there repofited, the later 
Alexandrian library being much augmented foon grew up to be larger, 
and of more eminent note, than the former. And altho' it had fometimes 
been rifled on the commotions and revolutions that happen'd in the Roman* 
empire (as e Orofius particularly complains it had been in his time) yet it 
was as often repaired and repleniflied again with its full number of books, 
and continued for many ages to be of great fame and ufe in thofe parts, 
till at length it underwent the fame fate with the other, and was alfo 
burnt and finally deftroyed by the Saracens on their making themfelves 
matters of that city. This happen'd in the year of our Lord 641 f in the 
manner as followeth : Johannes Grammaticus the famous Arifiotelian phi- 
Iofopher being then living at Alexandria, when the city was taken , and 
having much ingratiated himfelf with Amrus Ebnol As the general of the 
Saracen army, and by reafon of his great learning made himfelf acceptable 
unto him, he begged of him the royal library of Alexandria ; to this Am- 
rus replied, that this was not in his power, but was wholly in the difpofal 
of the Caliph or Emperor of the Saracens ; but he promifed that he would 
fend to him his requeft, and accordingly he wrote to Omar the then Ca- 
liph about it ; his anfwer hereto was, That if thofe books contained what 
was agreeing with the Alcoran, there was no need of them, for the Alco- 
ran alone was fufficient of it felf for all truth ; but if they contained what 
was difagreeing with the Alcoran, they were not to be endured, and 
therefore he ordered that whatfoever the contents of them were, they 
fhould all be deftroyed ; whereon being diftributed among the publick 
baths, they ferved as fuel for fix months time to heat all the baths of 
Alexandria, which lhews how great the number of them was. And in 
this manner was that ineftimable treafure of learning wholly deftroyed. 
According to « Tertullian and h St. Chryfoftom the Alexandrian library, in 
which the Greek tranflation of the Hebrew fcriptures, called the Septua- 
gint, was laid up, was that in the Serapaum ; but according to ; Epipha- 
nius it was that in the Bruchium, and they were only the tranflations of 
Aquila, Symmachus, and Theodotion, that were repofited in the Serapaum. 
The Mufieum, which flood in Bruchium, ftill lafted after the library ad- 
joining to it had been confumed, till at length that whole quarter of the 
city was deftroyed in a war, which they had with Aurelian the Roman Em- 
peror. For k Ammianus Marcellinus tells us, that till then it had been for 
a long time the habitation of excellent men, meaning the fociety of thofe 
learned men, who had been there maintained for the advancement of 
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hrnnane knowledge. Strafo in the defcripcion of this Mufkum 1 tells us, 
that it was a large building adjoining to the palace, and Standing near the 
port, that it was furrounded with a portico or piazza, wherein the philo- 
sophers walked and converfed together ; that the members of the fociety, 
which were there admitted, were under the government of a prefident, 
whofe office was of that confideration and dignity, that during the reign 
of the < Ptolemys he was always appointed by thofe Kings, and afterwards 
by the Roman Emperors ; and that they had within this building a com- 
mon hall, where they did eat together, being there plentifully provided 
for at the publick charge. For this Mufaum from its firft ere&ion had 
been endowed with large revenues for this purpofe, and therefore Timon 
the 'Phliafian, who was contemporary with Ttolemy the firft founder of 
it, ra called it rd^ov, becaufe there the philosophers were maintained with 
plenty of food like birds (as he laid) fatted in a coop. For that word in 
Greek fignified a velfel ufed to put vi&uals into. However to this Mu~ 
fawn it was owing, that Alexandria for a great many ages together was 
the greateft fchool of learning in all thofe parts of the world, and a great 
many men of very excellent literature were bred in it, and particularly the 
chriftian church received out of it fome of the eminenteft of its doctors, 
as Clemens Alexandrinus, Ammonias, Qrigen, Anatolius, Athanafius, and 
others. For all thefe had their education in that city. 

DEMETRIUS the Thalerean feems to have been the firft prefident 
of this Mufaum. For the library being a part of that college, and infti- 
tuted chiefly for the ufe of it, it's molt likely that he that had the govern- 
ment of the college had the government of the library alfo, and that they 
always went thus both together. And therefore fince, according to Art- 
fleas, Demetrius had the latter, it is very obvious to infer that he had the 
former alfo. But if, where Arifieas faith this, he be underftood, as if he 
meant thereby, that "Demetrius was made the King's library-keeper to look 
after and take care of the books, they who argue from hence againft the 
authority of that author argue right. For that was too mean an office 
for fo great a man. For he had been Prince of Athens , and governed 
that ftate with abfolute authority ten years together, and was alfo a great 
lawgiver, and a great philofopher, and in thefe refpecfs was reputed one 
of the eminenteft men of the time in which he lived. The Emperor An- 
toninus n ranks him with the greateft Princes of that age, even with Thi- 
lip and Alexander the Great. And therefore to tend the King's library 
as his library-keeper, and there look after and take care of the books in it, 
was an office below the eminency and dignity of fuch a perfon. Befides 
we find another in it, Zenodotus of Ephejus. For he, 0 it's faid, was li- 
brary-keeper to Ttolemy Soter, and alfo to Thiladetyhus his fon, and being 
by profelfion a Grammarian he was the moft proper for this work, fuch 
being ufually employed in the keeping and looking after libraries. How- 
ever it might not be below Demetrius, when received by Ttolemy among 
his friends and counfellors, to aflift him in what he did fo much fet his 
heart upon, that is the fetting up of his Mufaum and the library belonging 
to it. Demetrius being a great philofopher, and as eminent for his learn- 
ing, as he was for his dignity , and other great qualifications , it is moft 
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likely it was he, that did firft put Ptolemy upon both thefe projects ; and 
who then could be more proper to affift him in the carrying on of both, 
by taking upon him the fuperintendency and direction of the whole mat- 
ter ? That he firft directed Ptolemy Soter to get together a collection of 
bodks relating to policy and government is well attefted ; for p Plutarch 
tellfe ub fo f his words are thefe : Demetrius Phalereus perfitaded King Pto- 
lemy to get together books, -which treated of the government of kingdoms 
and fates, and read them: For in thofe he would fi7id fitch good advice, 
as none of his friends would dare to^ give him. And when the King upon 
his hawing this good counfel given him, and approving thereof, was upon 
the puaffuit of getting all fuch books together, it's eafy to fuppofe this might 
lead him farther to the collection of all other fort of books for the mak- 
ing of the library mentioned. And it was not below the dignity of any of 
his councilors to be aflifting to Mm herein. And to be one of his prime 
counfellors was the higheft ftation that Demetrius could be in about him. 
And in this ftation we are told he was. And this we acknowledge mult 
have put him above the mechanical employment and fervile attendance of 
keeping- and looking after a library, but not above that of having the fu- 
perintendency and chief direction over it. For we find at Rome one of 
the prime Cardinals always in this oihee as to the Pope's library. And 
lately in France the Archbifhop of Rheims, who is by his place Primate of 
the Gallican Church, and firft peer of the whole realm, thought it an ho- 
nour to be in the fame office as to the King's library. That therefore 
which we may fuppofe in this cafe, and which I think was the truth of the 
matter, is, that Demetritts being a great fcholar, as well as a great ftatef- 
tnau and politician, did on his coming to Ptoletvy put him upon the found- 
ing of the Mufteum at Alexandria for the advancement of learning, and 
the erecting of his great library there for the ufe of it, and that on his 
prevailing with the King to hearken to thefe two projects of his propofal, 
he undertook the charge of carrying on both of them under him. How 
this great man came to Ptolemy hath been above related in the former part 
of this hiftory. After i he had been driven out of Athens by the prevail- 
ing power of Demetrius the fon of Antigonus, he retired to Cajfander his 
friend, and lived under his protection till his death ; but after that fearing 
the brutal ferity of Antipater his fon, who had murthered his own mo- 
ther, he withdrew into Egypt, 1 where he was received with great favour 
and honour by King Ptolemy Soter, and became his chief counfellor, whom 
he advifed with above all others concerning his moft. important affairs, as 
efpecially he did in the matter of fettling the fucceflion of his crown. For 
he had fons by two wives, who were then both alive, Eurydice the daugh- 
ter of Antipater, and Berenice an inferior Macedonian lady, who came in- 
to Egypt in the retinue of Enrydice, but having gotten to be his wife al- 
fo, and by reafon of her beauty gained the firft place in his affection, and 
the greateft afcendant over him, Hie prevailed with him to difinherit the 
fons of Eurydice, who were the firft-born , and place the crown on the 
head of Philadelphus her fon, as hath been already faid. Demetrius on 
"Ptolemy's propofing this to him for his advice, 5 earneftly diffuaded him 
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from it, being moved hereto not only by what he thought was in juftice 
due to the children of Eurydice by reafon of their birth-right ; but alfo 
by the affection which he bore to them for the fake of Caffander his de- 
ceafed friend, whofe fifter Eurydice was. This exceedingly provoked Be- 
renice, and her fon Ptolemy "Philadelphia againft him ; and therefore when 
he came to be King, although he expreffed not his difpleafure againft him, 
as long as his father lived ; yet he was no fooner dead , but he let loofe 
all his wrath againft him, for the ill offices he knew he had endeavoured 
to do him in refpect of the fucceflion. And therefore having ordered 
him to be taken into cuftody, he fent him under a ftrong guard to a re- 
mote fortrefs of his kingdom, there to be kept in prifon, till he ihould de- 
termine what farther to do with him. But in the interim being bitten by 
an afp, while he flept in his prifon, he there ' dyed of it ; and fo ended the 
life of this great man. But this did not put an end to thofe laudable de- 
signs which he had put Ptolemy Soter upon, either as to the Mufaum or the 
library. For King Ptolemy Philadelphia carried on both of them, efpeci- 
ally that of the library, which he very much augmented. And his fuccef- 
fors after him continued to do the fame, till it at length grew up to the 
bulk I have mentioned. 
An. 283. After the death of Ptolemy two of Alexanders captains ftill furvived, 
Ptolemy Lyjimachm and Seleucm. But they in their old age (being each of them 
phusV 1 " about eighty) making war upon each other, opened thereby a way to both 
their deftructions. The occafion of it was thus. " After Lyjimachm had 
married his fon Agathocles to Lyfandra one of Ptolemy's daughters, he took 
another of them called Arjinoe to wife to himfelf, and had fever al children 
by her. Hereon great emulation happen'd between the two fifters, each 
ftriving to fecure the beft intereft they could for themfelves and families 
againft the death of Lyfmachm, whenever that Ihould happen ; and they 
being fifters by different mothers (for Lyfandra was born of Eurydice, and 
Arjinoe of Berenice) this conduced to heighten the contention that was 
between them. On the coming of Ptolemy Ceraunus to the court of Ly- 
jimachm, who was brother to Lyfandra by both parents, Arjinoe feared 
his conjunction with Agathocles and Lyjandra might make them too ftrong 
for her, and enable them to deftroy hers and her childrens intereft on the 
death of Lyjimachm, and therefore to prevent this (he plotted the death 
of Agathocles, and effected it. For having infufed jealoufies into the head 
of the old King her husband, as if Agathocles were laying plots againft his 
life and crown, Ihe induced him by thefe falfe accufations to caft him into 
prifon, and there put him to death. Hereon Lyfandra with her children, 
and Ptolemy Ceraunm her brother fled to Seleucm , and excited him to 
make war againft Lyfimachm, and many of Lyfmachm's captains and chief 
followers did the fame. For revolting from him out of the abhorrence 
they had of him for the death of his fon, and other cruelties, which he 
had committed upon it, they went over to Seleucm, and joined with Ly- 
fandra for the perfuading of Seleucm to this war; and they the ealler 
prevailed herein, becaufe on other accounts he was then of himfelf inclin- 
ed to it. 
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And therefore Seleucus having prepared a great army, marched with it 182. 
out of the call into the lefTer and having there brought all under him Pn °]S 
that belonged to Lyjtmachus as far as Sardis, he laid fiege to that city, w and phus 3. 
having taken it, made himfelf matter of all the treafure of Lyjimachus, that 
was laid up in that place. 

LTSIMACHVS on his having an account of this invafion made rea- f^ Q ££ y 
dy an army to repel it, and * palling over the Hellejpont, came to a battel Phiiadei- 
with Seleucus at a place called Cornpedion in Thrygia, in which he was P h u s 4- 
vanquifhed and {lain ; whereby Seleucus became mailer of all his domi- 
nions. But that which moil pleafed him was, that he was now the furvi- 
vor of all Alexanders captains, and had made himfelf by this victory the 
conqueror of the conquerors, and in this he much vaunted himfelf ; and 
upon this account may he feem to have acquired the bell title to the name 
of Nicator (i. e. the conqueror) though he had affirmed it before, and is 
commonly called fo by hiftorians to diftinguim him from others of the fame 
name, who afterwards reigned in Syria. 

But this triumph of his did not laft long, for within feven months af-^»- 2So ' 
ter, - v as he was marching into Macedonia to take pofTeffion of that king- p^iadef-- 
dom, where he purpofed to pafs the remainder of his life, he was in the phus f . 
march treacheroufly flain by 'Ptolemy Cer annus, whom he had received 
with great kindnefs into his court on his flight thither, and there maintain- 
ed him in a princely manner, and carried him with him in this expedition, 
with purpofe on having finifhed it with fuccefs to have employed his for- 
ces for the reftoring of him to his father's kingdom. But this wicked 
traitor having no fenfe of gratitude for thefe favours confpired againft his 
benefactor, and bafely murthered him. The manner of it is thus told. 
Seleucus having patted the Hellejpont in his way to Macedonia, as he march- 
ed on from thence towards Lyjimachia (a city which Lyjimachus had built 
near the IJihmits of the Thracian Qherfonefus) he flopped at a place, where 
he obferved an old altar had been ere&ed, and being told, that it was call- 
ed Argos, this made him very inquilitive about it. For he had been want- 
ed it feems by an oracle to have a care of Argos, which he understood of 
the city of Argos in "Peloponnejus. But while he was asking feveral que- 
ftions about it, and how it came to be called by that name, the traitor 
came behind him, and thruft him thorough, and then getting the army to 
declare for him, feized the kingdom of Macedon. Thofe who were the 
foldiers and friends of Lyjimachus, looking on him as a revenger of his 
death, on this account at firfl: had a kind liking unto him, and ftuck by 
him ; but he foon gave reafon to make them otherwife affected to him. 
For his fitter Arjinoe with her children fti-U furviving, z he thought himfelf 
not fafe in the pofTeffion of Lyjimachus^ dominions, as long as any of his 
children remained alive , and therefore pretending to take Arjinoe to be 
his wife , and to adopt her two fons, which ilie had by Lyjimachus, and 
having by this means gotten them into his power, he murthered them both 
on the very feaft of the nuptials ; and after that having ftripp'd Arjinoe of 
all that Ihe had, he fent her to Samothracia'mto banifliment with two maids 
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only to wait upon her. . But providence did not fufter all thofe wicked- 
nefles to go long unpunifh'd. 
Ptoh/my ^or next y e * Y a * ter 3 Ptolemy waging war againft the Gauls, who had 
Phiiadei- invaded Macedonia, he was taken prifoner in the battel, and afterwards on 
phus 6. being known was torn by them in pieces, which was a death he fufficient- 
ly deferved. For what is above related of him, fliews him to have been 
a man Of a mod: perfidious and wicked temper of mind ; and the know- 
ledge which his father had of this, no doubt, was that which molt prevail- 
ed with him to exclude him from the fucceflion of his crown, and fettle 
it on his younger brother. After his death Arjinoe retired into Egypt to 
'Ptolemy Philadelpbus her brother, who falling in love with her, after 
b he had divorced another Arjinoe, c the daughter of Lyjimachus , whom 
he had married immediately on his firft acceffion to the throne, took this 
filler of his to be his wife, according to the corrupt ufage of the Perjians 
and Egyptians, who from the time of CambyJes had thefe inceftuous mar- 
riages in practice among them, and we have frequent inftances of it among 
the Ptolemean Kings, as well as among thofe that fuccccded Cyrus in the 
kingdom of Perjia. How Cambyfes firft gave the ill example for it, hath 
been afore related in the former part of this hiftory. The reafon why Pto-> 
lemy divorced Arjinoe his firft wife was, he had convicted her of being in 
a plot againft his life. For on the coming of Arjinoe his fifter to him, 
Arjinoe the wife finding that he was fall'n in love with her, and that ftie 
was thereon neglefted, out of a furious jealoufy and paffion of revenge to- 
gether , fhe entered into a confpiracy with Chryjippus her phyfician, and 
others, to cut him off. But the treafon being difcovered, Ihe was thereon 
fent into the upper Egypt as far as the confines of Ethiopia, there to end 
her days in banifhment, after Ihe had brought him two fons and a daugh- 
ter, the cldeft of' which was that Ptolemy, who by the name Euergetes 
fuccecded him in the throne. And after this removal of her was it, that 
'Ptolemy took the other Arjinoe his fifter to be his wife in her ftead. And 
altho' me was now paft child-bearing, yet fhe had fuch charms to engage 
his affections, that he never took any other wife as long as flie lived, and 
when fhe dyed did not long furvive her. In the epiftle, which according 
to Arijfeas Eleazar the High-prieft of the Jews wrote to him, fhe is nam- 
ed as his Queen and fifter. 

O n the death of Seleucus, d Antiochus firnamed Soter, his fon by Apamd 
the daughter of Artabazus a Perjian lady, fueceeded him in the empire 
of Ajia\ and reigned over it nineteen years. As foon as he had heard of 
his father's death, and fecured himfelf of his dominions in the eaft, where 
he then was, he c fent Patrocles one of his generals, with an army over 
mount Taurus into lefler AJia to take care of his affairs in thofe parts. On 
his firft arrival he marched againft the Heracleans, a colony of the Greeks 
lying on the Eitxiri fea in the countrey of Pontus, and then a potent ftate. 
But matters between them being made up by a treaty, he turned all his 
force againft the Bithynians, and invaded that countrey ; but being drawn 
into a fnare by a ftratagem of the enemies, he and his whole army were 
there all cut off to a man. f Zipates was then King of Bithynia, an aged 
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Prince* that had reigned there forty eight years, and was then feventy fix 
years old, who being overborn with the joy of this victory, foon after dyed^ 
leaving behind him four fons, the eldeft of which was Nicomedes, who fuc- 
ceeding him in the kingdom, to fecure himfelf the better in it, forthwith 
caufed two of his brothers to be cut off; but « the youngeft, called alfo 
Zipates from his father's name, efcaping his power, feized on fome part 
of his father's dominions, and there maintained a long war with his bro- 
ther. From this Nicomedes were defcendcd the Bithynian Kings, of whom 
we find fo frequent mention in the Roman hiftories. At the h fame time 
that he had war with his brother, being threaten'd with another from An- 
tiochtts, who was preparing a great army to be revenged of him for the 
death of Tatrocles, and the lofs of his army with him, he called in the 
Gauls to his aftiftance, and on this occafion was it, that the Gauls firft pafied 
into lefler AJia. The whole hiftory of this expedition of thofe barbarous 
people into thofe parts is thus related. 

In the beginning of this year, it being (as ! Tolybius tells us) the next 
year after Tyrrhus's firll pafling into Italy, k the Gauls being overitock'd 
at home, fent out a vail number of their people to feek for new habitations. 
Thefe dividing themfelves into three companies, took three feveral ways. 
The firffc company under the command of Brenutts and Acichorhts march- 
ed into "Tannonia, the countrey now called Hungary. The fecond under 
the command of Cerethrius went into Thrace ; and the third under the 
command of Belgius invaded Illyrium and Macedonia ; and by thefe laft 
was it, that 'Ptolemy Ceraunus was {lain. But after this victory they having 
difperfed themfelves to plunder the countrey, Sojlhenes a Macedo7iian get- 
ting forces together, took the advantage of this diforder to fall upon them, 
and having cut off great numbers of them, forced the reft to retreat out of 
the countrey ; whereon Brennus and his company came into Macedonia in 
their ftead. This Brennus (being of the fame name with him, that fome 
ages before facked Rome J was the chief author of this expedition, and 
therefore was one of the prime leaders in it. On his hearing of the firft 
fuccefs of Belgius, and the great prey which he had got by it, he envied 
him the plunder of fo rich a countrey, and therefore refolved to haften 
thither to take a part in it ; which refolution, after his hearing of the de- 
feat of Belgim, he was much more eagerly excited to out of a delire of 
being revenged for it. What became of Belgius and his company is not 
faid, there being after this no more mention made of either. It's moll like- 
ly he was flain in the overthrow given him by Softhenes, and that his com-; 
pany after that joined themfelves to thofe that followed Brennus. But 
however this matter was, Brennus and Acicborius leaving e Pannonia, march- 
ed with an hundred and fifty thoufand foot and fifteen thoufand hoffe into 
Illyrium, in order to pafs from thence into Macedonia and Greece. But 
there a fedition happening in the army, twenty thoufand of their men de- 
ferted from them, and under the command of Leonorius and Lutarius, 
two prime leaders in this expedition, marched into Thrace, and there joining 
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thoiej. whom CerethrivshaA. led there before, feized on Byzantium* and the 
welfem coafts of the Tropontis, and there made all the adjacent parts tri- 
butary to them. 

An. ;:S. HowpyEB.; Breywi and Acichorius were not difcouraged by this defer- 
Phi!n" iy t^ 011 fi'Pni proceeding in their intended expedition, but having by new re- 
dOph. 7. cruits raifed among the Illyrians, as well as by others fent them from Gal- 
lia, made up their army to the number of one hundred fifty two thoufand 
. foot, and uxty one thoufand two hundred horfe, marched directly with 
them into Macedonia, and having there overborn Sojihenes with their great 
numbers , and ravaged the whole countrey, pafTed on to the {freights of 
Thermopyla, to enter thorough them into Greece. But on their coming 
thither they were flopped for fome time by the forces, which they found the 
Grecians had polled there for the guard and defence of that pafs, till they 
were {hewn the fame way over the mountains, by which the forces of 
Xerxes had paffed before ; whereon the guards retiring to avoid being 
furrounded, Brennus marched on with the grofs of the army towards Del- 
phos, to plunder the temple in that city of the vail riches which were there 
laid up, ordering Acichorius to follow after with the remainder. But he 
there met with a wonderful defeat. For on his approaching the place there 
happen d a terrible ftorm of thunder, lightning, and hail, which deflroyed 
great numbers of his men, arid at the fame time there was as terrible an 
earthquake, which rending the mountains in pieces, threw down whole 
rocks, upon them, which overwhelmed them by hundreds at a time ; by 
which the whole army being much difmayed , they were the following 
night feized with fuch a panic fear, that every man fuppofing him that was 
next to him to be a Grecian enemy, they fell upon each other ; fo that be- 
fore there was daylight 'enough to make them fee the miftake, one half 
of the army had deflroyed the other. By all this the Greeks, who were 
now come together from all parts to defend their temple, being much 
animated, fell furioufly on them; and altho' now Acichorius was come up 
with Brennus, yet both their forces together could not Hand the affauit, 
but great numbers of them were llain, and great numbers were wounded ; 
and among thefe laft was Brennus hinvfelf, who had received feveral wounds ; 
and altho' none of them were mortal} yet feeing all now loft, and the whole 
expedition which he had been the author of, thus ending in a difmal ruine, 
he was fo confounded at the mifcarriage, that he refolved not to outlive 
it. And therefore calling to him as many of the chief leaders as could be 
got together, amidft that calamitous hurry, he advifed them to flay all the 
wounded, and with the remainder make as good a retreat backward as 
they could. And then having guzzled down as much wine as he could 
drink, he run himfelf thorough and dyed. After his death Acichorius tak- 
ing on him the chief command, made as good a retreat as he could to- 
wards Thermopylae, in order to repafs thofe ftreights, and carry back what 
remained of this broken army into their own countrey ; but being to make 
a long march thither all the way through enemies countries, they were as they 
paffed fo diftreffed for want of provifions, which they were everywhere to 
fight for ; fo incommoded at night by lodging moftly upon the ground in a 
winter feafon, and in fuch manner harraffed and fall'n upon where-ever they 
came, by the people of thofe countries through which they paffed, that 
what with famine, cold, and ftcknefs, and what with the fword of their 
enemies, they were all. cut off and deftroyed: So that of the numerpuj 
• 1 company 



Book I. the Old and N e w Te stamemt. 



21 



company which did tuft fet out on this expedition ; not as much as one 
man efcaped the calamitous fate of miferably perilhing in it. Thus was 
God pleafed in a very extraordinary manner to execute his vengeance 
upon thofe facrilegious wretches for the fake of religion in general, how 
falfe and idolatrous foever that particular religion was, for which that 
temple at Delphos was erected. For to believe a religion true, and offer 
facrileoious violences to the places confecrated to the devotions of that re- 
ligion, is abfolute impiety, and a fin againft all religion ; and there are ma- 
ny inftances of very fignal judgments, with which God hath puniflied it, 
even among the worit of Heathens and Infidels ; and much more may they 
expeft it, who having the truth of God eftabliflied among them, mall be- 
come guilty hereof. 

I n the interim Leonorius and Lutarius parting from the other Gauls, 
who had fettled themfelves on the Tropmtis, marched down to the Hel- 
le front, and feizing on Lyjimacbia , made themfelves matters of all the 
Thracian Cher fine fus ; but there another (edition arifing among them, the 
two commanders parted their forces, and feparated from each other ; Lu- 
tarius continuing on the Hellefpont, and Leonorius with the greater num- 
ber returning again to Byzantium, from whence he came. 

B ut afterwards Leonorius pafiing the Bofphorus, and Lutarius the He/- An. 2.7-. 
lefpont into Afia, they both there again united their forces by a new con- p^"^. 
federacy, and jointly entered into the fervice of Nicomedes King of Bitby- p hus S. 
nia, who having by their aftiftance the year following conquered Zipates 
his brother, and fixed himfelf thereby in the thorough pofleftion of all his 
father's dominions, he afligned them that part of lefler AJia to dwell in,' 
which from them was afterwards called by fome Gallo-Gnecia, and by 
others Galatia ; which laft name afterwards obtaining above the other, 
thofe people, inftead of Gauls, were there called Galatiaiis, and from 
them were defcended thofe Galatians, to whom St. Taul wrote one of his 
canonical epiftles. 

The reft of thofe Gauls, that remained in Thrace, afterward making 
war upon Antigonus Gonatas, who on the death of Softhenes reigned m 
Macedonia, they were almoft all cut o(f, and deftroyed by him. The few 
that efcaped either pafied into AJia, and there joined themfelves to their 
countreymen in Galatia, or elfe fcattered themfelves in other parts, where 
they were no more heard of. And thus ended this terrible inundation of 
thofe barbarous people, which threatened Macedonia and all Greece, with 
ft© lefs than ah abfolute deft ruction. 

Wi thin the compafs of this year 1 Archbifhop DJher placeth the making 
ef that Greek tranflation of the Hebrew Scriptures , which we call the 
Septuagint. And here all elfe muft place it , who Avith him believe that 
hiftory to be genuine, which is written of it under the name of Arijleas, 
and will hold what is confiftent with it herein. For according to that au- 
thor they cannot place it later, becaufe then it would not fall within the 
time of Bleazar, who is therein faid to have been the High-prieft of the 
Jems, that fent the feventy two elders to Alexandria to make this tranfla- 
tion ; for he dyed about the beginning of the next year after. And they 
cannot place it fooner, becaufe then it would be before 'Ptolemy Thila- 
delpbus married Arjlnoe his fifter, whom Eleazar in his epiftle, which that 
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author makes him to have written to this Prince, calls his Queen and hisfifter, 
Without entering into long critical difcourfes concerning this tranflation, 
I fliall firfl; hiftorically relate the different accounts which are given of it, 
and then, as briefly as I can, lay down that which appears to me to be the 
truth of this whole matter. 

The ancienteft account we have hereof, is from a book Hill extant un- 
der the name of Arifteas, which is profelledly written to give us the whole 
hitfory of it. He is faid therein to have been a prime officer in the guards 
of Ptolemy 'Philadelphia King of Egypt, at the time when this affair was 
tranfa&ed. What we are told of it by him is as followeth. 'Ptolemy Phi- 
ladelphns King of Egypt being intent on making a great library at Alexan- 
dria, and being defirous of getting all manner of books into it, committed 
the care of this matter to 'Demetrius Phalereus a noble Athenian then liv- 
ing in his court, directing him to procure from all nations whatsoever books 
were of note among them. 'Demetrius in the fearch he made purfuant to 
thefe orders, being informed of the book of the law of Mofes among the 
Jews^ acquainted the King hereof, whereon he fignified his pleafure, that the 
book Ihould be lent for from JeruJalem, with interpreters from the fame 
place to render it into Greek. And ordered him to lay before him in 
writing what was proper to be done herein, that accordingly he might 
fend to the High-prieft about it. Arifteas the pretended author of this 
hiftory of the Ixxii interpreters, Sojibius of Tarentum, and Andreas, three 
nobles of King Ptolemy's court* having great favour for the Jews, took 
this opportunity to move the King in the behalf of thofe of that nation, 
who had been taken captive by King Ptolemy Soter in thofe invafions made 
by him vipon Judaa, which are above mentioned, and were then in bon- 
dage in Egypt, telling him, that it would be in vain to expedt. from the 
Jews either a true copy of their law, or a faithful tranflation of it, as long 
as he kept fo many of their countreymen in flavery ; and therefore they 
propofed to him firft to rcleafe all thofe Jews, before he ihould fend to 
Jerufalem about this matter. Hereon the King asked, what the number 
of thofe captive Jews might be ; Andreas anfwered , -that they might be 
fomewhat above an hundred thoufand. And do you then think, faid the 
King, that this is a fmall matter which Arifteas asketh ? To this Sofibius 
replied, that the greater it was, the more it would become fo great a King 
to do it. Whereon King Ptolemy complying with the propofal, publiflied 
a decree for the releafe of all the Jewijh captives in Egypt, and ordered 
twenty drachms an head to be paid out of his treafury, to thofe that had 
them in fervitude, for the price of their redemption ; and this was com- 
puted to amount to four hundred talents, which fliews the number of the 
redeemed to have been an hundred and twenty thoufand. For four hun- 
dred talents, at twenty drachms an head, would redeem juft fo many. But 
afterwards the King having ordered the children that were born to thofe 
Jews, while in their fervitude, and the mothers that bore them, to be 
alfo redeemed, this made the whole expence to amount to fix hundred and 
fixty talents, which proves the whole number of the redeemed, that is men, 
women, and children, to have amounted to one hundred ninety eight thou- 
fand. For fo many fix hundred and fixty talents, at the price of twenty 
drachtns an head, would have redeemed. When this was done, 'Deme- 
trius, according as he was ordered, laid before the King, in a memorial, 
the whole method, which he thought was proper to be followed, for the 
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obtaining from the Jews the book of the law of Mofes, which he defired. 
What he propofed in this memorial was, that a letter lliould be written 
to Eleazar the High-prieft of the Jews at Jerufalem, to fend from thence 
a true copy of the Hebre w original, and with it fix out of each of the twelve 
tribes of IJrael to tranflate it into the Greek language. And according to 
this propofal a letter was written in the King's name to Eleazar the High- 
prieft to fend the book, and with it for the rendring of it into Greek fix 
elders out of every tribe, which he fliould judge to be belt able to perform 
the work. And Arifteas the pretended author of this hiftory, and Andreas 
above-mentioned were fent with this letter to Jerufalem ; who carried 
with them alfo from the King feveral gifts for the temple in money, for 
facrifices there to be offered, and other ufes of the fanciuary, an hundred 
talents; in utenfils of filver feventy talents ; and in utenfils of gold fifty 
talents ; and precious flones in the adornments of the faid utenfils of five 
times the value of the gold. On their coming to Jerufalem, they were re- 
ceived with great refpe&s by the High-prielt, and all the people of the 
Jews, and had all readily granted them, which they went thither for. And 
therefore having received from the High-prieft a true copy of the law of 
Mops, all written in golden letters, and fix elders out of every tribe, that 
is feventy and two in all, to make a verfion of it into the Greek language, 
they returned with them to Alexandria. On their arrival the King calling 
thbfe elders to his court, made trial of them by feventy two queftions pro- 
pofed to, them, to each one in their order; and from the anfwers which 
they made, approving of their wifdom, he gave to each of them three ta- 
lents, and fent them into the ifland of Tbaras adjoining to Alexandria for 
the performing of the work, which, they came for. Where T>emetritts 
having conducted them over the Hepaftadium (a bank of feven furlongs 
in length, which joined that ifland to the continent) into an houfe there 
provided for them, they forthwith betook themfelves to the bufincfs of 
the interpretation ; and as they agreed in the verfion of each period by 
common conference together, 'Demetrius wrote it down, and thus in the 
fpace of feventy two days they performed the whole work ; whereon the 
whole being read over and approved of in the King's prefence, the King 
gave to each of them three rich garments, two talents in gold, and a cup 
of gold of a talent weight, and then fent them all home into their own 
countrey. Thus far Arifteas. 

ARISTOIFUIfUS, an Alexandrian Jew, and a peripatetic philofopher, 
is the next that makes mention of this verfion. He flouriihed in the 18 8 th 
year of the sera of contracts (that is in the 12.5-* year before Chrifi :) For 
then a letter was written to him by the Jews of Jerufalem and Judaea, as 
we have it m in the fecond book of the Maccabees. This Ariftobulus " is faid 
to have written a comment on the five books of Mofes, and to have dedi- 
cated it to King 'Ptolemy Thilometor, to whom he had been preceptor, 
and therein to have fpoken of this Greek verfion made under the cafe and 
direction of IZemetrius 'Phalereus by the command of Ttolemji Thiladel- 
fhus King of Egypt. The book is not now extant. All that remains of 
it are fome few fragments quoted by 0 Clemens Alexandrinus, and p Eufebius ; 
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in which having afferted that "Pythagoras, Plato, and other Grecians, had 
■taken moft of their philofophy from the Hebrew fcriptures ; to make this 
feem the mote probable he tells us, thefe fcriptures had been for the moft 
part translated into Greek before the times of ' Alexander and the Perfian 
empire ; but that under Ptolemy Philadelphus a more perfect tranllatibn 
was made of the whole by the care of 'Demetrius Phalereus. 

The next that makes mention of this verfion is Philo, another Alexan- 
drian Jew, who was contemporary with our Saviour, For it was but a lit- 
tle after the time of his crucifixion, that he was fent in an embaffy from 
the Jews of Alexandria t to Caius Cafar the Roman Emperor. In this ac- 
count he r tells us the fame that Arijieas doth, of King Ptolemy Philadel- 
phia's fending to Jerufalem for elders to make this verfion ; of the que- 
ilions propofed to them on their firft arrival for the trial of their wifdom ; 
and of their retiring into the ifland of Pharus for the accomplishing of 
this work, and of their finifhing it there in that retirement: And thus far 
he plainly writes after Arijieas. But he farther adds what Arijieas gives 
him no foundation for ; that in their interpretations they all fo exactly 
agreed, as not to differ fo much as in a word ; but to have rendred every 
thing not only in the fame fenfe, but alfo in the fame phrafes , and words 
of expreffion, fo as not to vary in the leafl each from other through the 
whole work. From whence he infers, that they acted not herein as com- 
mon interpreters, but as men prophetically infpired, and divinely direct- 
ed , who had every word dictated to them by the Holy Spirit of God 
through the whole verfion. And he adds farther, that in commemoration 
of this work the Jews of Alexandria kept a folemn anniverfary one day in 
every year, when they went over into the ifland of Pharus, and there 
fpent that day in feafting, and rejoicing, and giving praife to God for his 
divine affiftance in fo wonderful manner given by him in the making of this 
verfion. 

JOSEPHVS, who wrote his antiquities of the Jews towards the end of 
the firft century after ChriiJ, agreeth with Arijieas in his relation of this mat- 
ter, s what he writes of it being no more than an abridgment of that au- 
thor. And Eufebius, who flourifhed about two hundred and twenty years 
after him, doth the fame, 1 giving us of it no other account but what he 
found in Arijieas, and is now extant in him ; only as to Jofephus it rauft be 
acknowledged there is a variation in his account concerning the price paid 
by Ptolemy for the redemption of the captive Jews. For whereas Arijieas 
faith it was twenty drachms an head, and that the fum total amounted to fix 
hundred and fixty talents ; Jofephus lays it at an hundred and twenty drachms 
an head, and the fum total at four hundred and fixty talents ; in all other 
things they exactly agree. 

The next author after Jofefhus, who makes mention of this verfion 
and the manner of making it, was Jujt 'm Martyr, a chriftian writer, who 
flourifhed u in the middle of the fecond century, about an hundred years 
after Philo. He having been at Alexandria, and there difcourfed with 
the Jews of that place concerning this matter, tells us what he found there 
related, and was then firmly believed among them concerning it. Whereby 
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it appears, that what *Philo tells us of the wonderful agreement of the in- 
terpreters in the making of that verfion , was much farther improved by 
his time. For they had then added to the llory diitindt cells for the in- 
terpreters, and the fiction of their being Unit up all in them apart from each 
other, one in each cell, and of each of them therein making a dHlin£t ver- 
fion by himfelf, and all agreeing together to a word on the comparing of 
what each had done ; which the good man {wallowing with a thorough 
credulity, writes of it in the words following. 

« w <PTOLEMT King of Egypt having a mind to erecf a library at 
" Alexandria, caufed books to be brought thither from all parts to fill it ; 
« and being inform'd that the Jews kept with great care ancient hiftories 
" written in Hebrew, and being defirous to know what thefe writings con- 
" tained, fent to Jertifalem for feventy learned men, who underitood the 
« Hebrew and the Greek languages, and ordered them to tranflate thofe 
« books ; and to the end they might be the more at quiet and free from 
« noife, and thereby be enabled the fooner to make this tranflation, he 
« would not have them flay in the city, but caufed to be built for them in 
" the ifland of Tharus, feven furlongs from Alexandria , as many little 
« houfes or cells as there were interpreters, that each might there apart 
" by himfelf make his verfion. And he enjoined thofe who ferved them, 
K to do them all forts of good oiiices, but to prevent their conferring to- 
« gether, that he might know by the conformity of their verfions, whe- 
« ther their tranflation was true and exact. And finding afterwards, that 
c * thefe feventy perfons did not only agree in the fenfe, but alfo in the 
" fame terms, fo that there was not one word in any one of their ver- 
« fions, which was not in all the other, but that they all wrote word for 
« K word the fame expreffions, he was furprifed with admiration ; and not 
" doubting but that this verfion was made by the Spirit of God, he heap- 
" ed honours upon the interpreters, whom he looked upon as men dear unto 
" God, and fent them home loaden with prefents to their own countrey. 
" And as to the books, he received them with that veneration which was 
« due to them, looking on them as divine books, and placed them in his 
« library." And then the holy man adds, for the confirming of this ftory, 
which he himfelf thoroughly believed as true : " Thefe things, which we 
" now relate unto you, O Greeks, are not fables, and feigned ftories : For 
" we our felves having been at Alexandria, did there fee the ruines of 
* thofe little houfes or cells in the ifland of Tharus there (till remaining ; 
'< and what we now tell you of them* we had from the inhabitants of the 
" place, who had received it from their forefathers by undoubted tradi- 

" tion." And * in another place he faith of the fame matter " When 

•« Ttolemy King of Egypt was preparing a library, in which he purpofed 
a to gather together the writings of all men, having heard of the writings 
" of the prophets among the Jews, he fent to Herod then King of the Jews 
« to defire him to tranfmit to him thofe books of the prophets. Whereon 
" King Herod fent them unto him written in the Hebrew language. But 
" whereas thofe books, as written in this language, were wholly unintelli- 
" gible to the Egyptians, he fent a fecond time to Herod to defire to fend 
" him interpreters to tranflate them into the Greek language ; which being 
« done, thefe books- thus tranfiated are ftill remaining among the Egyptians 
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« even to this day, and copies of them are now in the hands of the Jews 
«* in all places wherefoever they are. 

y IRENJEVS, * Clemens Alexandrinm, ' Hilary, b Auftin, c Cyril of Jeru- 
falem, A Thilaftrius Brixienfis ; and the generality of the ancient fathers, that 
lived after Jujlin, follow him in this matter of the cells, and the wonder- 
ful agreement of all the verfions made in them. And fome alfo of the mo- 
derns are zealous contenders for the truth of this ftory, being fond of a, 
miracle, which would fo much conduce to the confirming of the divine 
authority of the holy fcriptures againft all gainfayers ; and it is much to be 
wifiYd, that it were built upon fuch authority, as would not admit of any 
of thofe objections which are urged againft it. 

By the time of Epiphanius (who was made Bifhop of Salamine in Cy- 
prus, anno Domini 368.) falfe traditions had farther corrupted this ftory. 
For he gives a relation of the matter which differs from that of Juftin, as 
well as of Arifteas, and yet he quotes Arifteas even in thofe particulars, 
which he relates otherwife than that author doth ; which mews, that there 
was another Arifteas in his time different from that which we now have 
though it be plain, that the author which is now extant with us under that 
name is certainly the fame, which Jofephus and Eufebius ufed. What Epi- 
phanius writes hereof would be too long to be all here infer ted. The fum 
of it is, c that Ttolemy Tbiladelphus defigning to make a library at Alexan- 
dria, fent to all countries to procure copies of their books to put into it, 
and committed it to the care of Demetrius 'Phalerens to manage this whole 
matter ; by whom being informed of the books of the holy fcriptures , 
which the Jews then had at Jerusalem, he fent an embafly thither, with a 
letter to the High-prieft, to procure a copy of the faid books. That here- 
on the Jews fent twenty two canonical books, and feventy two apocry- 
phal, all written in Hebrew. But Ttolemy not being able to read them in 
that language, he fent a fecond embaffy to Jerufalem for interpreters to 
make a verfion of them into Greek ; for which purpofe a fecond Letter 
was written to the High-prieft ; and that the Jews on the receipt of this 
laft letter fent him feventy two interpreters chofen fix out of every tribe, 
who made the verfion according as was defired. The manner in which 
he faith this was done, will beft appear from his own words ; they are as 
followeth : f " The feventy two interpreters were in the ifland of Tharus 
" (which lyeth over againft Alexandria, and in refpecl: of it is called the 
" upper land) ftiut up in thirty fix little houfes or cells, by two and two 
" in a cell, from morning till night, and were every night carried in thirty 
" fix boats to King Ttolemy\ palace, there to fup with him, and then were 
" lodged in thirty fix bed-chambers , by two and two in a chamber, that 
«* they might not confer together about the faid verfion, but make it faith- 
" fully, according to what appeared to them to be the true meaning of the 
** text. For Ttolemy built in that ifland over againft Alexa7idria thofe 
" thirty fix cells, which I have mentioned, of that capacity, as that they 
" were fufficient to contain each of them two of the faid interpreters, and 
" there he did fhut them up by two and two, as I have faid, and two fer- 
«* vants with them in each cell to provide them with food, and minifter un- 
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'« to them in ill things neceffary ; and alfo writers to write down the ver- 
«* fions as they made them- To thefe cells he made no windows in the 
« walls, but only opened for them above fueh lights in the roofs of the faid 
« cells, as we call sky-lights. And thus continuing from morning, till night 
« there elofely fhut up, they made the verfion in manner as followeth. To 
" each pair of interpreters one book was given ; as for example, the book 
" of Genejis was given to one pair, the book of Exodus to another pair, 
" the book of Leviticus to a third, and fo of all the relt a book to each 
" pair in their order i and in this manner all the twenty feven books above- 
« mentioned, which are now according to the number of the Hebrew let- 
" ters reduced to twenty two, were tranflated out of the Hebrew into the 

" Greek language." And then a little after he farther faith " e And 

" therefore thele twenty feven books , now numbred to be twenty two, 
«« with the T falter, and what is annexed to Jeremiah, that is the Lamen- 
« tations and the epijlles of Baruch ( tho' thofe epiltles are not found in 
rt the Hebrew canon of the holy feriptures : For in that the Lamentations 
" only are annexed to Jeremiah) were in this manner dillributed among the 
" thirty fix pair of interpreters* and afterwards were fent every one of 
" them round to them, that is from the firfl pair to the fecorid, and from 
" the fecond to the third, and fo on, till each book had been tranflated 
" into Greek once by each pair, and the whole of it by all of them fix and 
" thirty times, as common tradition reports the matter. And to them were 
« added twenty two apocryphal books. And when all was finifhed, the 
« King fitting on high on his throne, thirty fix readers came before him 
" with the thirty fix tranflations, and another reader Hood there alfo, who 
" had the original Hebrew copy in his hand ; and while one of thofe rea- 
" ders did read his copy aloud, the reft diligently attended, and went along 
«' with him reading to themfelves in their copies, and examining thereby 
« what was written in them, and no variety or difference was found in any 
«* one of them. 

Thus far having given an account of all that is related by the ancients 
Concerning the manner of the making this verfion, which we call the Septu- 
agint, I fhall now lay down what appears to me to be the truth of the whole 
matter in thefe following poiitions, 

I. That* there was a tranflation of the Hebrew feriptures into Greek, 
made in the time that the Ttolemy\ reigned in Egypt, is not to be doubt- 
ed. For we ftill have the book, and it is the fame which was in ufe in our 
Saviour's time. For moft of thofe paflages, which the holy penmen of 
the New Teflament do in the Greek original of it quote out of the OldTe- 
ftament, are now found -verbatim in this verlion. And fmce the Egyptian 
Princes of the Ttolemean race were fo fond, as the writers of thofe times 
tell us, of replenifhing their library at Alexandria with all forts of books, 
there is no reafon but to believe, that a copy of this tranflation, as foon as 
it was made, was put into it. 

II; The book going under the name of Arifteas, which is the ground- 
work and foundation of all that is faid of the manner of making this tran- 
flation by feventy two elders fent from Jerufalem to Alexandria for this 
purpofein the time of Ttolemy Thiladelphus , is a manifeft fiaion, made 
out of defign thereby to give the greater authority to this tranflation. The 
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™ after their return from the Babyknijh Captivity to the time of our 

Saviour, were much given to religious romances, as appears from their 
apocryphal books fhll extant, many of which are of this fort. And that 
the book, which we now have under the name of Arifteas, was fuch a, 
romance, and written by fome heUeniftical Jew, plainly appears from thefe 
following reafons: For, , , ^ , 

i. The author of that book, tho' pretended to be an heathen Greek, eve- 
ry where {peaks as a Jew, and delivers himfelf in all places, where he makes 
mention either of God, or the Jewijh religion, in fuch terms as none but 
a Jew could ; and he brings in Ttolemy, 'Demetrius, Andreas, Sofib 'ms, and 
others, fpeaking after the fame manner, which clearly proves, that no Ari- 
fteas, or heathen Greek, but fome heUeniftical Jew under his name, was 
the author of that book. 

x. He makes Ttolemy advance an incredible fum of money for the ob- 
taining of this verfion. For according to him, Ttolemy expended in re- 
deeming the captive Jews that were in his kingdom fix hundred and fixty 
talents ; in veffels of filver fent to the temple feventy talents ; in veffels of 
gold fifty talents, and in precious ftones to adorn and imbellifh thefe vef- 
fels to the value of five times the gold, that is two hundred and fifty ta- 
lents ; in a gift for facrifices and other ufes of the temple an hundred ta- 
lents. And then he gave to each of the feventy two interpreters at their 
firft coming three talents apiece in filver, that is two hundred and fixteen; 
talents in the whole ; and laftly, to each of them at their parting two ta- 
lents in gold, and a gold cup of a talent weight ; all which put together, 
make in the fum total one thoufand forty fix talents of filver, and five hun- 
dred and fixteen talents of gold, which being reduced to our fterling mo- 
ney, amounts to h onemillion nine hundred and eighteen thoufand five hun- 
dred thirty feven pound ten millings. And if we add hereto the value of 
other gifts, which according to Arifteas were beftowed on thefe feventy 
two elders by the bounty of the King, and the charges which it coft him 
in fetching them to Alexandria, maintaining them there, and fending them 
back again to Jerufalem, this may be computed to mount that fum to near 
two millions fterling, which may well be reckoned to be above twenty times 
as much as that whole library was ever worth. And who can then believe 
that this narrative, which makes Ttolemy expend fo much for one fingle 
book in it , and which neither he nor any of his court, as long as they 
continued Heathens, could have any great value for, can be a true and ge- 
nuine hiftory ? 

3. The queftions propofed to the feventy two interpreters, and their 
anfwers to them, manifeftly carry with them the air of fiftion and romance* 
If it ihould appear likely to any (as I confefs it doth not unto me) that Tto- 
imy Ihould trouble himfelf to propofe to them fuch queftions, he muft be 
a perfon of, great credulity that will believe thofe anfwers to have been 
given ex tempore to them ; whoever will judge rationally of this matter, 
muft neeeflarily acknowledge, that they were framed by artifice and pre- 
meditation' to the queftions, and that both were the inventions of him that 
made the book. 
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4. The making of feventy two elders to be fent to Alexandria, from Jz- 
rufalem on this occafion, and thefe to be chofen by fix out of every tribe 
by the advice of "Demetrius Thalerem, all looks like zjewijh invention 
framed with refpecf to the Jewijb Sanhedrim, and the number of the twelve 
tribes of IJrael, it not being likely that Demetrius, an heathen Greek, fliould 
know any thing of their twelve tribes, or of the number of the feventy 
two elders, of which their Sanhedrim did confift. The names of Ifrael, 
and the twelve tribes, were then abforbed in that of the Jews, and few 
knew of them in that age by any other appellation. Altho' fame of the 
other tribes joined themfelves to the Jews on their return from the Baby- 
lonijh captivity, as I have before obferved, and thereby the names of thofe 
tribes might ftill be prefer ved among their defendants, yet it is not to 
be fuppofed that all were fo ; but that fome of the names of thofe other 
tribes were wholly loft, and no more in being in the time of Ttalemy Thi- 
ladetyhw, and that therefore no fuch choice could then be made out 
of them for the compofing of this verfion. But if it were otherwife, yet 
that there fliould be fix of every tribe, or indeed feventy two of the whole 
nation then living in Judaa fully qualified for this work, feems by no means 
likely. Till the time of Alexander the Great, the Jews had no commu- 
nication with the Greeks ; and from his having been at Jerusalem (from 
which time only this communication firft began) there had now pafTed on- 
ly fifty five years. During this time no doubt fome of them might have 
learned the Greek tongue, efpecially after fo many of them had been plant- 
ed by "Ptolemy at Alexandria, and by Seleucus at Antioch, in both which, 
cities the prevailing number of the inhabitants were of the Greek nation. 
But that fix of every tribe fliould then be found thus skilful in the land of 
Judaa, where there was then no reafon for them to learn this language, 
is not to be imagined. But this is not all the difficulty of the matter. Thofe 
who were to do this work rauft have been thoroughly skill'd alfo in the 
Hebrew, which was the language of the original text, as well as in the 
Greek, into which they were to tranflate it. But at this time the Hebrew 
was no longer among them their common fpeech. The Chaldee fince their 
return from Chaldxa was become their mother tongue, and the knowledge 
of the Hebrew was thenceforth confined only to the learned among them ; 
and thofe learned men being fuch as taught and governed the people at 
home, they had no opportunity by converfe with the Greeks to learn their 
language, nor indeed had they any occafion for it. So that for the mak- 
ing out of this ftory we muft fuppofe, i fc , That there were many of every 
tribe of IJrael then living in Judaa ; z dly , That there were feveral in each 
of thefe tribes well learned in the Hebrew text } and 3 <Uy , That there were 
in each of them of this latt fort fo many thoroughly skill'd in the Greek 
language, as that out of them a choice might be made of fix for each tribe 
fully qualified for this work ; each particular hereof at this time feems 
utterly improbable ; but the whole doth much more fo when all is put to- 
gether. 

5. Neither can any probable reafon be given, why feventy two Ihould 
be fent from Jerufalem to Alexandria for this purpofe, when feven were more 
than enough for the work. Some of the ancientefl of the Talmudifts fay," ' that 
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there Were only five that were employed in it ; and this is by much the 
more likely of the' two. 

6. The re are feveral particulars in this book which cannot accord with 
the hiftories of thofe times. i% In none of them is there any mention of 
the victory which Arifteas makes Ttolemy Thiladelphus to have obtained 
againft Antigonus at fea : If by this Antigonus he means Antigonus the' fa- 
ther of 'Demetrius Toliorcetes, he was dead feventeen years before Ttole- 
my Thiladelphus was King of Egypt ; and if he means the fon of that©*--' 
metrius, called Antigonus Gonatas, who reigned in Macedon, there is no 
author that fpeaks of any fuch victory obtained by Ttolemy Thiladelphus ' 
over him. And 2.% Whereas Menedemus the philofopher is faid in this 
author to have been prefent, when the feventy two interpreters anfwered 
the queftions propofed to them by Ttolemy, it's manifeft by what is writ- 
ten of him by authors of undoubted credit, that he Could not have been 
at this time in Egypt , if he were then alive, k Which it is moll likely he 
was not. But i AX \ What doth evidently convict of falfity this whole llory 
of Arifteas, is, that he makes 'Demetrius Thalereus to be the chief actor 
in it, and a great favourite of the King's at this time ; whereas he was fo 
far from being in any favour with him, that none was more out of it, or 
was lefs likely to be trufted or employed in any matter by him, and that 
for 1 good reafon. For he had earneftly difluaded Ttolemy Soter his father 
from fettling the crown upon him, for 1 which reafon Tbiladelphm look- 
ing on him as his greatelt enemy, as foon as his father was dead (under 
whofe favour he had till then been protected) he call him into prifon, where 
he foon after dyed in the manner as hath been already related, and therefore 
he could bear no part in the tranfacting of this matter. 

Many other arguments there are which prove the fpurioufnefs of this 
book. They who' would farther examine hereinto , may read what hath 
been written of it by m Du Tin, n Richard Simon the Frenchman, and by 
Dr. Hoddy the late worthy prbfeflbr of the Greek language at Oxford ; 
whofe account of this and other matters relating to the holy fcriptures, 
in his learned and accurate book, De bibliorum textibus origmalibus , 
<verJiouibns Gratis & Eatind vulgatd , is very worthy of any man's 
reading. 

HI. As to Ariftobulus, what he faith of this verfion's being made by the 
command of Ttolemy Tbiladelphm, and under the care and direction of 
'Demetrius Thalereus is no more than what is taken out of Arifteas ; that 
Book it feems having been forged before his time , and then gotten into 
credit among the Jews of Alexandria, when he took this out of it. For 
the one hundred eighty eighth year of the aera of contracts, the time 0 in 
which he is faid to flourilh, being one. hundred fifty two years after that 
in which we place the making of this verfion ; that was long enough for 
this fiction concerning it to have been formed , and alfo to have grown 
into fuch credit among the Jews, as to be believed by them. For if we 
allow an hundred years for the former, that is for the framing of this fi- 
ction, by that time all perfotts might have been dead, and all things for- 
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gotten that might contradict it ; and fifty two years after might have been 
fufficient for the latter, that is for its growing into the credit of a true 
hiftory among the Jews. As to other things related of this Arijiobulus, that is, 
that he was preceptor to the King of Egypt, and that he wrote commen- 
taries on the five books of Mofes, and dedicated them to "Ptolemy Philo- 
metor, they are all juftly called in queftion by learned men. As to his be- 
ing King "Ptolemy's, matter, this is faid of him (z Maccab. c. i. v. 10.) in the 
one hundred eighty eighth year of the aera of contracts , when it was by 
no means likely he could have been in that office. For the Ptolemy that 
then reigned in Egypt, w 7 as Ptolemy Phyfcon, and the 188 th year of the 
sera of contract s, was the twenty firft year of his reign, and p the fifty fixth 
after his father's death, and therefore he muft then have been about fixty 
years old, if not more, which is an age patt being under the tuition of a 
mailer. If it be faid he might ftill retain the title, tho' the office had been 
over many years before, the reply hereto will be, that he muft then have 
been of a very great age, when mentioned with this title. For men ufe 
not to be made tutors to Princes till of eminent note, and of mature age ; 
forty is the leaft we can fuppofe him of, when appointed to this office, if 
he ever were at all in it; and fuppofing he was firft called to it, when 
Ptolemy Phyfcon was ten years old , he muft have been ninety at leaft at 
the time when this title was given him in the place above cited. And if 
he had been preceptor to Ptolemy Phyfcon, how came it to pafs that he 
ihould dedicate his book of commentaries on the law of Mofes to Ptolemy 
Philometor, who reigned before Phyfcon ? If any fuch book had been at 
all made by him, it is raoft likely he would have dedicated it to that Pto- 
lemy who had been his pupil, and not unto the other, whom he had no 
fuch efpecial relation to. And as to what he is faid to have written in 
thefe commentaries, of there having been a Greek verfion of the law be- 
fore that of the Septuaginf, and that the Greek philofophers borrowed ma- 
ny things from thence, it looks all like fiction. The light of reafon, or elfe 
ancient traditions, might have led them to the faying of many things, efpe- 
cially in moral matters, which accord with what is found in the writings 
of Mofes ; and if riot, yet there were other ways of coming at them with- 
out fuch a verfion. Converfe with the Jews might fuffice for it, and par- 
ticular inftruftion might be had from fome of their learned men for this 
purpofe, and <> fuch Clearchus tells us Ariftotle had from a learned Jew in 
the lower Afia. That there ever was fuch a verfion, no other writing be- 
fides thefe fragments quoted from Arijiobulus do make the leaft mention ; 
neither is it likely that there mould ever have been any fuch. For till the 
Jews fettled among the Greeks at Alexandria, and there learned their lan- 
guage, and forgot their own (which was not done till fome time after the 
death of Alexander) there was no ufe of fuch a Greek verfion of the law 
among them. And if it had been thus tranflated before, what need was 
there of having it done again in the reign of Ptolemy Philadelphus. All 
thefe things put together create a fufpicion among learned men, that the 
commentaries of Arijiobulus came out of the fame forge with Arijieas, that 
is, were written under the name of Arijiobulus by fome helleniftical Jew 
long after the date which they bore. And it augments this fufpicion, that 
Clemens Alexandrinns is the firft that makes mention of them. For had 
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there been any fuch commentaries on the law of Mofes, and written in the 
tune- when {aid, by fo eminent a Jew, and fo famous a philofopher, as Ari^ 
jiojbukiu is. related to be, Philo Jnfeus and Jofephus could not have efcap- 
ed making ufe of them ; but peither of thefe writers make the leaft men- 
tion of any fuch commentaries, which is a ftrong argument that there were 
none fuch extant in their time ; and thofe who mention them afterwards 
fpeak very inconftftently of this Ariftobulus , whom they make to be the 
author of them. Sometimes they tell us, that he dedicated his book to 
r Ptolemy Philometor, at other times they fay it was to 5 'Ptolemy PhiladeU 
phu.s, and his father together. Sometimes they will have it 1 that he was the 
fame that is mentioned in the firft chapter of the fecond book of Macca^ 
bees ; and fometimes they make him to have heen " one of the feventy two 
interpreters one hundred, fifty two years before ; which uncertainty about 
him makes it moft likely that there was never any fuch perfon at all. That 
paifage, where he is fpoken of in the fecond book of Maccabees, is no 
proof for him. For the letter which is made mention of in it, being there 
laid to have been fent to him from the people that were at Jerufalem, and 
in, Judaea, and the council , and Judas ; this plainly proves that whole paf- 
fage to be of the fame nature with moft other things written in the two 
firft chapters of that fecond book of Maccabees, that is all fable and fiftion. 
For by the Judas there mentioned, the writer of that book can mean no 
Other Judas than Judas Maccabeus. But w he was llain in battel thirty fix 
years before the date of this letter. Whatsoever thefe commentaries were, 
they feem. not to. have been long liv'd ; for as Clemens Alexandrinus was 
the firft of the ancients, fo Eufibim was the laft that makes mention of 
them. After that tjme it's moft likely they grew out of reputation, and 
Were no more heard of. Upon the whole , they that hold this book to 
hajve been, fpurious, and all that is faid of the author of it to be fable and 
fi&ioru feem to fay that* which in all likelihood is the truth of the 
matter. 

IV. What 'Pbila adds to the ftory of Arifteas, was from fuch traditions 
as had obtained among the Jews of Alexandria in his time ; which had 
the fame original with all the reft, that is were invented by them to bring 
the greater honour and credit to themfelves, and their religion ; and alfo 
to, gain among the vulgar of their own people the greater authority and 
Veneration to that verfion of the holy foriptures, which they then ufed. 
And when fuch things had once obtained belief, it was eafy to introduce 
an ann.iverfary commemoration of them , and continue it afterwards from 
year to year in the manner as Philo relates. 

Y- Whebjs Jojepbus differs from Arifteas in the price paid by 'Ptolemy 
for the redemption of the captive Jews, there is a manifeft error. For 
the lum total doth not agree with the particulars. The number of the 
J*ws redeemed, * Jofephus faith, were one hundred and twenty thousand j 
the redemption of thefe at twenty drachms an head, at which Arifteas lays 
it,, would come to juft four hundred talents, which is the mm aHb which 
he reckons it to amount to. But Jofephus faith the redemption money was 
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an hundred and twenty drachms an head, which is fix times as much ; and 
yet he makes the fum total to be no more than four hundred and fixty ta- 
lents. The error is in the numerical letters. For either the particulars 
muft be lefs, or the fum muft be more ; but whether it was the author, or 
the tranferibers, that made this error , I cannot fay. Thofe >' who hold 
Jofephw to have put the price at one hundred and twenty drachms an head, 
which was juft thirty Jewijh fhekels, that fo it might anfwer what * was 
paid for an Hebrew fervant, according to the law of Mofes, do fix the er- 
ror on the author. But then they make him guilty of a great blunder in 
not altering the fum total, as well as the particulars, fo as to make them 
both agree with each other. 

VI. As to Jujiin Martyr, and the reft of the chriftian writers that fol- 
lowed him , it's plain they too greedily followed what they wilhed might 
be true. Had the lxxii interpreters, who are faid to have made this ver- 
fion of the Hebrew fcriptures into Greek, been all feparated into fo many 
different cells, and had all there apart every one by himfelf made fo ma- 
ny verfions as there were perfons, and all thefe verfions had exaftly agreed 
with each other without any difference or variation in any one of them 
from all the reft , this would have been a miracle, which muft have irre- 
fragably confirmed the truth of thofe fcriptures, as well as the authority 
of the verfion, which was then made of them, againft all gain-fayers. And 
for both thefe the Chriftians of thofe times were altogether as much con- 
cerned as the Jews. For the foundations of oUr holy chriftian profeffion 
are laid upon the Old Teftament, as well as on the New. And this part 
of the holy fcriptures was out of Judaa no where elfe read among Chri- 
ftians,' but in this Greek verfion, or in fuch other verfions as were made 
into other languages from it, excepting only at Aiitioch, and in the Syrian 
Churches depending from that fee ; where they had a Syriac verfion from 
the beginning immediately tranflated from the Hebrew original. And 
therefore Jujiin Martyr finding thefe traditions among the Jews at Alexan- 
dria on his being, in that city, was too eafily perfuaded to believe them j 
and made ufe of them in his writings againft the heathens of his time in 
defence of the religion he profeffed. And upon this authority it was that 
Ireuans and the other chriftian writers above mentioned tell us.thefame thing, 
being equally fond of the argument, by reafbn of the purpbfe it would 
ferve to. But how little the authority of Jujiin was to be depended up- 
on in this matter, may fufficiently appear from the . unae'eurate . account 
which he gives us of it. 'For he makes Ttoleniy, when intent upon having 
the Hebrew fcriptures for his library, to fend. 3 ' to King Herod'ftrR for a co- 
py of them , and afterwards for interpreters' to turn them into the Greek 
language ; Vhereas not only 'Ptolemy ThiladelpMs, "but all the other c Pto- 
lemys, who reigned after him in Egypt, were all dead, before Herod was 
made King of Judaa. So great a blunder in this narrative is' fnfficient td 
difcredit ail the reft. And it is farther to be taken notice of, that tho' Ju- 
jiin was a learned man and a philofopher, yet he was a very credulous per- 
fon ; and when he became a Chriftian, was carried on by the great zeal he 
had for his religion, too lightly to lay hold of any ftory told him, \vhich he 
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thought would any way make for ir. An inftance hereof is, b that being at 
Rome* and there finding a ftatue confecrated to c Semcta Sanctis , an old 
fetni-god of the Sabins* he was eafily perfuadcd to believe it to be the fta- 
tue of Simon Magus ; and therefore in his fecond apology, upon no better 
foundation than this, he upbraids the people of Rome for the making of 
fwch a wretch and impoftor to be one of their gods : And it was from the 
like eafinefs and credulity, that being fhewn by the Jews of Alexandria. 
the mines of fome old houfes in the ifland of Pharus* he was by them 
made believe, that they were the remains of the cells in which they told 
him the Ixxii interpreters made their verfion of the Hebrew fcriptures in- 
to Greek by the command of 'Ptolemy Philadelphia King of Egypt ; and 
hereon he gives us that account of it which I have above related. But 
Jerome* who was a perfon of much greater learning, and far more judi- 
cious, rejefts this ftory of the cells with that fcorn and contempt which it 
feems to deferve. His words are, " I know not what author he was, 
" that by his lying firft built the feventy cells at Alexandria* in which the 
" feventy elders being divided wrote the fame things ; feeing neither Ari- 
« Jleas* who was one of the fame Ptolemy's, guards, nor Jefephm* who 
« lived long after him, fay any fuch thing, but write, that they conferred 
« together in one and the fame room, and did not prophefy. For to be 
tc a prophet is. one thing, and to be an interpreter is another. 

VII. EPIPHANJVS's account of the making of this verfion dirTeri.ng 
from all the reft, feems to have been taken from fome other hiftory of it 
than that which Jojeph.w and Evfebius wrote from. It's probable fome 
chriftian writer, after the time of Jujliu Martyr, might have collected to- 
gether all that he. found written or faid of this matter; and grafting the 
whole upon, the old Arifteas with fuch alterations as he thought fit to make 
in it, compofcd that book* which under the name of Arifteas fell into Epi-. 
fha»im\ hands, and that frprn thence he took all that he writes of this 
matter. It's certain that the Arifteas*, which Epipbanim makes ufe of, was 
not written' till many years after the pretended author of that book mutt 
have been dead! For the fecond letter, which Epipbamn* out of him tells 
US Ptolemy Philadelpb^s feht to Eleazar* begins with this . fentence. Of 
an hidden trcapir\\ and a fo&fitain flopped up* -what profit can there be in 
either of ,th^mr : yp^\^h "\s takeout of c the book of Ecde/ia/tictis, but that 
book, was nPVpu^ujbed by ^i^ides f till the year before Chriff 1 32.* which 
was one burred and fifteen.ye.ars after the death of Ptolemy Phil^elp'hus, 
by whofe.coirjniaBd, according to that author, this verfion was/ made, 
And'it t^ijte & v&t&P, that , it . could not be wriKen tin after 

the time ( rpf Maftjr ; .For all that is. laid of the ceUs it's p>in had its 
ori^n3l f£rorr4;th,ft report , which he brought back from Mekandriaim^ 
cermnj^,<hepi '^n t«5 return from his travel to that city. « Epip'haniui re - 
tamstb^ .ta}e,:of his of the cells, but contracts them to half the number. 
For he makes *hiero to, be but thirty fix, and puts two interpreters together 
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into each of them. By this means thirty fix copies are made to fuffice for 
all that laboured in this work ; whereas according to Jujlin they being 
fhut up each one fingly by himfelf in his feparate cell , there mult have 
been as many copies as interpreters. But in this they do not i"o much dif- 
fer from each other, as both do from Arijteas. For he faith, that they 
brought with them from Jerufalem but one copy in all, and that out of 
this alone they made the verlion by common coniult, fitting together in 
one common hall, and there carrying on and hniihing the whole work. 
And this one copy Arijieas faith was written in letters of gold, which con- 
tradicts an ancient coniticution of the Jews, whereby it is ordained among 
them, that h the law is never to be written othcrwife than with ink only. 
Epiphanius moreover faith, that befidcs the canonical books, there were 
fent from Jerufalem on this occahon feventy two apocryphal books, which 
none of the reft that write of this matter before him make any mention 
of. And of thefe feventy two books he makes twenty two only to have 
been tranflated ; whereas he feems elfewhere to imply, that all were tran- 
flated that were fent. Thele contradictions, uncertainties, and various ac- 
counts overthrow the credit of the whole ltory, and plainly prove all that 
hath been delivered to us concerning it by Arijieas, Tbilo, Jnji'm Martyr, 
Epiphanius, and their followers, to be no more than fable, nation, and ro- 
mance, without any other foundation for it, fave only, that in the reign 
of "Ttolemy Thiladelpbus fuch a verlion of the law of Mofes was made 
by the Alexandrian Jews into the Greek language, as thofc authors relate : 
For, 

VIII. ALEXANDER on his building of Alexandria brought a great ma- 
ny Jews thither to help plant this his new city, as 'hath been already men- 
tioned ; and Ttolemy Soter after his death having fixed the feat of his go- 
vernment in that place, and fet his heart much upon the augmenting and 
adorning of it, k brought thither many more of this nation for the fame 
purpofe ; where having granted unto them the fame privileges with the 
Macedonians, and other Greeks, they foon grew to be a great part of the 
inhabitants of that city. And their conftant intercourfe with the other ci- 
tizens, among whom they were there mingled, having neceffitated them 
to learn and conftantly ufe the Greek language, that happen'd to them here, 
as had before at Babylon on the like occaiion ; that is, by accuftoming them- 
felves to a foreign language, they forgot their own. And therefore no 
longer undemanding the Hebrew language, in which they had been hi- 
therto firit read, nor the Chaldee, in which they were after that interpreted 
in every fynagogue, they had them tranflated into Greek 1 for their ufe- 



u _ Vl ? e u Chickardi Mift,pat 'Hanunelec, cap. 2. i Part I. book VII. under the year 

Jofephus antiq. lib. 12. cap. 1. & contra Apionem, lib. 2. 1 After the time of Ezra 'the 

Toneaktj the t ? a '" g ? th " ^ rf "' M \ " ^ *° * h "» { » Greek, which was afterwards 

«Z r IllZ Un a rC 2. an WherS the JeWS became difperfed. And from hence thofc Jews 

Z/!i, Hcllen ti ° r Greming Jews, becaufo they ufed the Greek language in their fynagogZs 
7ce tntfaZst P T e ^ Hebrew Jews, „ho ufed only fhe HeZJinfcZ 

dee languages, » the.r fynagogucs. And this diftincl.on we find made between them fAds vi iVSr 
%7Zh\tttrZZT e G Tr S ' * the »' - "* GreciaS, hut H e nZ 

herX thy diftreffrVTC, GrCdan lm &"'&' <» Argues. ' And hecaufc 

V ° L - n - Fa that 



Connection of the Hi story of Part II. 



that this verfion might ferve for the fame purpofe in Alexandria and Egypt, 
as the Chaldee paraphrafes afterwards did in Jerufalem and Judaa. And 
this was the original and true caufe of the making of that Greek verfion, 
which hath fince from the fable of Arifteas been called the Septuagint. 
For that fable from the firlt broaching of it having generally obtained firft 
among the Jews, and afterwards among the Chriftians, foon caufed that 
this name was given to that verlion. At firft the law only was tranflated : 
For then they had no need of the other books in their publick worfhip, 
no other part of the holy fcriptures, fave the law only, having been in 
thofe times read in their fynagogues, m as hath been before taken notice 
of. But afterwards, when the reading of the prophets alfo came into ufe 
in the fynagogues of Judeea, in the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, upon the 
occafion m already mentioned, and the Jews of Alexandria (who in thofe 
times conformed themf elves to the ufages of Jud<ea and Jerufalem in all 
matters of religion) were induced hereby to do the fame, this caufed a 
translation of the prophets alfo to be there made into the Greek language, 
in like manner as the law had been before. And after this other perfons 
tranflatedthe reft for the private ufe of the fame people, and fo that whole 
verfion was compleated which we now call the Septuagint ; and after it 
was thus made, it became of common ufe among all the Churches of the 
helleniftical Jews, where-ever they were difperfed among the Grecian ci- 
ties. i ft , That the law only was at firft tranflated into Greek in the time 
of Ttolemy Thiladelpbus, all that firft fpeak of this verfion, /'. e. n Arifteas, 
Ariftobulus, Thilo, and Jofephus directly tell us. ^ cUy , That it was done 
at Alexandria, the Alexandrian dialect, which appears through the whole 
verfion, is a manifeft proof. s A >' 9 That it was made at different times, and 
by different perfons ; the different ftytes in which the different books are 
found written, the different ways in which the fame Hebrew words, and 
the fame #e£r*w phrafes, are tranflated in different places, and the greater 
accuracy with which fome of the books are tranflated above others, are a 
lull demonftration. 

IX. TTOLEMT Thiladelphtis having been very intent upon the aug- 
naenting of his library, and repieni filing it with all manner of books, it is 
not to be doubted but that as foon as this Greek verfion was made at Alex- 
andria, a copy of it was put into that library, and there continued, till 
that noble repofitory of learning was accidentally burnt by Julius Cajar 
in his wars againft the Alexandrians. However it feems to have lain there 
in a very obfcure manner , none of the Grecian authors now extant, nor 
any of the ancient Latins, having ever taken the leaft notice of it. For all 
of them, in what they write of the Jews, "give accounts of them fo vaft- 
ly wide of what is contained in the holy fcriptures, as fufficiently (hew, 
that they never perufed them, or knew any thing of them. There are in- 
deed out of Eupolemus, Abydenus , and other ancient writers now loft, 
fbme fragments ftill preferved in Jofephus, Eufebius, and other authors, 
which fpeak of the Jews more agreeably to the fcriptural hiftory, but ftill 
with fuch variations and intermixtures of falfity, that none of thofe remains, 
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excepting only what we find taken out of Demetrius in the ninth book 
oSEitfibius de prxparatione evangelicd, do give us any ground to believe 
that the writers of them ever conlulted thofe books, or knew any thing 
of them. This Demetrius v was an hiltorian that wrote in Greek, and an 
inhabitant of Alexandria, where he compiled an hiilory of the Jews, and 
continued it down to the reign of the fourth Ttolemy, who was Ttolemy 
Thilopator the grandfon of T h i lade Ip bus. How much longer after this it 
was that he lived, is not any where faid : He having written fo agreeably 
to the fcripture, this feems to prove him to have been a Jew. However 
if he were otherwife , that is not a Jew, but an heathen Greek, that no 
heathen writer, but he only, mould make ufe of thofe fcriptures, after they 
had been tranflated into Greek, fufficiently /hews how much that copy of 
them, which was laid up in the King's library at Alexandria, was there 
neglecfed ; and alfo hew carefully the Jews, who were the firlt compofers 
of this verfion, kept and confined all other copies of it to their own ufe. 
They had the Hated Ielfons read out of it in their fynagogues, and they 
had copies of it at home for their private ufe ; and thus they feem to have 
referved it wholly to themfelves till our Saviour's time. But after that time 
the Gofpel having been propagated to all nations, this verfion of the He- 
brew fcriptures was propagated with it among all thatufed the Greek tongue ; 
and it became no longer locked up among the helleniftical Jews, but co- 
pies of it were difperfed into all mens hands that defired it ; and hence it 
came to pafs, that after our Saviour's time many of the heathen writers, as 
Celfus, Torphyry, and others, became well acquainted with the Old Te- 
flament fcriptures, tho' we find fcarce any, or rather none of them, were 
fo before. 

X. As Chriftianity grew, fo alfo did the credit and ufe of the Greek 
verfion of the Old Teftament and fcriptures. The Evangelifts and Apoftles, 
who were the holy pen-men of the New Teftament fcriptures, all quoted' 
out of it, and fo did all the primitive Fathers after them. * All the Greek 
Churches ufed it, and the Latins had no other copy of thofe fcriptures in 
their language till Jerome^ time, but what was tranllated from it. What- 
soever comments were written on any part of them , this was always the 
text, and the explications were made according to it. And when other 
nations were converted to Chriftianity, and had thofe fcriptures tranflated 
for their ufe into their feveral languages, thefe verfions were all made from 
from the Septuagint; as the Illyrian, the Gothic, the Arabic, the Ethiopia 
the Armenian, and the Syriac . There was indeed an 1 old Syriac verfion 
tranflated immediately from the Hebrew original, which is ftill in being, 
and at this time made ufe of by all the Syrian Churches in the eaft. But 
befides this there was another Syriac verfion of the fame fcriptures, Which 
was made from the Septuagint. The former was made, if not in the Apo- 

• n-„ tin ? e i yet Very foon after for the ufe of the S J rian Churches, and it 
is lull uled in them ; but this latter was not made till about fix hundred 
years after the other, and is at this time extant in fome of thofe Churches, 
where they are both ufed promifcuoufly together, that is as well the one 
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as the other. Of the antiquity of the old Syriac vernon, the Maronites 
and other Syrian Chriftians do much brag. For they will have it that it 
was made, one part of it by the command of Solomon for the ufe of Hi- 
ram King of Tyre ; and the other part (that is that part, whereof the ori- 
ginal was written .after the time of Solomon) by the command of Abgarus 
King of Edejfa , who lived in our Saviour's time. The chief argument 
which they bring for this is, that St. Paul in the 4 * h chapter of his epiftle 
to the Ephejians, v. 8. quoting a paflage out of the 68 th Pfalm, v. 18. makes 
his quotation of it not acccording to the Septuagint, nor according to the 
Hebrew original, but according to the Syriac verfion ; for in that only is 
it found fo as he quotes it; and therefore, fay they, this quotation was 
taken out of it, and confequently this verfion mull have been made before 
his time. The words of that pallage, as quoted by St. "Paul, are, he led 
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. But the latter part of it is nei- 
ther according to the Septuagint verfion of that Pfalm, nor according to 
the Hebrew original, but according to the Syriac verfion only. For ac- 
cording to both the two former, the quotation mull have been , and re- 
ceived gifts for men ; and according to the latter only is it in that text of 
the Pfalmiff, lb as St. Paul quotes it. But this rather proves, that the 
Syriac verlion in that paflage of the Pfalmift was formed according to 
St. PauTs quotation, than that St. Paul's quotation was taken from that 
verfion. It's certain this verfion s was very ancient. It was in all likelihood 
made within the firft century after Christ, and had for its author fome 
Chriftian of the Jewiflo nation, that was thoroughly skill'd in both langua- 
ges, that in the Hebrew, as well as in the Syriac. For it is very accurate- 
ly done , and exprefleth the fenfe of the original with greater exaftnefs 
than any other verlion, which hath been made of thofe fcriptures, (I am 
fpeaking of the Old TeJiamentJ at any time before the revival of learning 
in thefe laft ages ; and therefore as it is (excepting only the Septuagint, and 
the Chaldee paraphrafes of Onkelos on the law, and Jonathan on the pro- 
phets) the oldeft tranflation that we have of any part of thofe fcriptures ; 
lb is it the beft, without any exception at all, that have been made of them 
by the ancients into any language whatsoever. And this laft character be- 
longs to it in refpect of the New Tejfament as well as of the Old. And 
therefore of all the ancient verfions, which are now confulted by Chrifti- 
ans for the better underftanding of the holy fcriptures, as well of the New 
Tcftament as of the Old, none can better ferve this end, than this old Sy- 
riac verfion, when carefully confulted, and well underftood. And to this 
purpofe the very nature of the language much helpeth ; for it having 
been the mother tongue of thofe who wrote the New Teftament, and 
a dialect of that in which the Old was firft given unto us, many things 
of both are more happily expreffed in it through this whole verlion, 
than can well be done in any other language. But to return to the Septu- 
agint. 

XI. As this verfion grew in ufe among the Chriftians, it grew out of 
credit with the Jews. For they being pinched in many particulars urged 
.againft them by the Chriftians out of this verfion, for the evading hereof 
they entered into the fame delign againft the Septuagint verfion, that in the 
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laft age the EHgli/b papifts * of T>oway and Rheims did againft our Eugltjk 
verfion ; that is they were for making a new one, that might better ferve 
their purpofe. The perfon who undertook this work, was Aqutla a pro- 
felyte Jew of Sinope, a city of Tontus. " He had been bred up in the hea- 
then religion, and had much addicted himfelf, while of it, to magic and 
judicial aerology ; but being very much affected with the miracles which 
he faw the profeffbrs of the chriftian religion did work in his time, he be- 
came a convert to it upon the fame foot as Simon Magus had formerly 
been ; that is, out of an expectation of obtaining power thereby of doing 
the fame works. But not being able to attain thereto, as not having furfi- 
cient faith and fincerity for fo great a gift, he went on with his magic and 
judicial aftrology, endeavouring thereby to bewitch the people, and make 
himfelf thought fome great one among them ; which evil practices of his 
coming to the knowledge of the governors of the Church, they admonifli- 
ed him againft them, and on his refufal to obey their admonitions excom- 
municated him ; at which being very much exafperated, he apoftatifed to 
the Jews, was circumcifed, and became a profelyte to their religion ; and 
for his better inftruction herein w got himfelf admitted into the fchool of 
Rabbi Akiba the moft celebrated doctor of the Jewijh law in his time 
and under him he made fuch a proficiency in the knowledge of the Jew- 
ijh language, and thofe holy fcriptures that were written in it, that he was. 
thought furficient for this work, and accordingly undertook it, and * made 
two editions thereof. The firft he publifhed in the v twelfth year of the 
reign of Adrian the Roman Emperor, which was the year of our Lord ix8. 
But afterwards having revifed it, and made it more correct, he publifhed 
the feeond edition of it. And 1 this the helleniftical Jews received, and 
afterwards ufed it every where inftead of the Septuagint ; and therefore 
this Greek tranfiation is often made mention of in the Talmud, but ' the 
Septuagint never. And in this ufe of it they continued till the finifhing 
and publifhing of both the Talmuds. After that time the notion grew among 
them, that the fcriptures ought not to be read in any of their fynagogues, 
but in the old form ; that is, in the Hebrew firft, and then, by way of in- 
terpretation, in the Cbaldee, according to the manner as I have already de- 
fcribed it, and the decrees of the doctors were urged for this way. But 
the helleniftical Jews, after fo long ufe of a Greek verfion, not eaftly com- 
ing into this, it caufed great divilions and difturbances among them ; for 
the quieting of which Juftiuian the Emperor b publi/hed a decree, which 
is ftill extant among his novel conftitutions, whereby he ordained, that the 
Jews might read the fcriptures in their fynagogues, either in the Greek 
verfion of the lxxii, or in that of Aquila, or in any other language, accord- 
ing to the countrey in which they mould dwell. But the Jewijb doctors 
having determined other wife, their decrees obtained againft the Emperor's ; 
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and within a little while after, both the Septuagint and the verfion of Aquila 
became rejected by them ; and ever fince the folemn reading of the fcriptures 
among them in their publick aflbmblies hath been c in the Hebrew and Chal- 
dce languages. 

Not long after the time of Aquila there were two other Greek ver- 
fions made of the fame fcriptures, a the firil made by Theodotion, who lived 
in the time of Commodus the Roman Emperor, and d the other by Symma- 
chus, who flouriftied a little after him in the reigns of Severtts and Cara- 
calla. The former, according c to fome, was of Sinope in Tontus, but ac- 
cording f to others of Ephefits; they who would reconcile this matter fay 
he was of the former by birth, and of the other by habitation. The latter 
was 8 a Samaritan, and bred up in that fecf, but afterwards he became h a 
Chriftian of the fed: of the Ebionites ; and Theodotion having been of the 
fame profeffion before him* hence it came to pafs that they were by fome 
both of them faid to have been profelytes to Judaifm. For the herefy of 
the Ebionites approached nearer the religion of the Jews, than that of the 
orthodox Christians; They i profelfed indeed to believe in Chrifl as the. 
. true Meffiah, but held him to be no more than a mere man, and thought 
themfelves frill under the obligation of the law of Mojes, and therefore 
were circumcifed, and obferved all the other rites and ceremonies of the 
Jewifh religion ; and for this reafon they had commonly the name of Jews 
given them by the orthodox Christians ; and hence it is that we find both 
thefe perfonsj as having been of that heretical feci, fometimes branded with 
the name of Jews by the ancient writers of the Church. They both of 
them undertook the making of their verfions with the fame defign as Aqui- 
la did, altho' not wholly for the fame end. For they all three entered on 
this work for the perverting of the Old Teftament fcriptures ; but Aquila 
did it for the ferving of the intereft of the Jewi/h religion, the other two 
for the ferving of the intereft of that heretical feci: which they were of. 
And all of them wrefted thofe holy writings in their verfions of them as 
much as they could to make them fpeak for the different ends which they 
propofed. There is fome difpute, which of the two later verfions was 
firft made. Symmachus's verfion is firft in the order of columns in the 
Hexapla of Origen ; and this hath made fome think, that it was firft alfo 
in the order of time. But if this were an argument of any force, it would 
prove his verfion, and Aquild's alfo, to have been made before the Septu- 
agint ; for they are both in the order of thofe columns placed before it. 
k Irenaus quotes Aquila, and alfo Theodotion, but fays nothing of Symma- 
chus i which fufficiently proves, that both their verfions were extant in his 
time, but not that of the other. 

Thefe three interpreters took three different ways in the making of 
their verfions. Aquila l &ack clofely and fervilely to the letter, rendring 
word for word, as nearly as he could, whether the idioms and proprieties 
of the language he made his verfion into, or the true fenfe of the text, 
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would bear it or no. Hence his verfion is faid to have been rather a good 
dictionary to give the meaning of the Hebrew words, than a good inter- 
pretation to unfold unto us the fenfe of the text ; and therefore Jerome 
commends him much in the former refpedt, and as often condemns him in 
the latter. Symmacbus m took a contrary courfe, and running into the other 
extreme, endeavoured only to exprefs what he thought was the true fenfe 
of the text, without having much regard to the words ; whereby he made 
his verfion rather a paraphrafe than an exact tranflation. Theodotion n went 
the middle way between both , without keeping himfelf too fervilely to 
the words, or going too far from them ; but endeavoured to exprefs the 
fenfe of the text in fuch Greek words as would beft anfwer the Hebrew, as 
far as the different idioms of the two languages would bear. And his 
taking this middle way between both thefe extremes is, I reckon, the chief 
reafon why fome have thought he lived after both the other two, becaufe 
he corrected that in which the other two have erred. But this his me- 
thod might happen to lead him to, without his having any fuch view in 
it. Theodotiotis verfion had the preference with all, except the Jews, who 
adhered to that of Aquila, as long as they ufed any Greek verfion at all. 
And therefore when the ancient Chriftians found the Septuagint verfion 
of 'Daniel too faulty to be ufed in their Churches °, they took Theodotiotis 
verfion of that book into their Greek bibles inftead of it ; and there it hath 
continued ever fince. And for the fame reafon p Origen in his Hexaj>la, 
where he fupplies out of the Hebrew original, what was defective in the 
Septuagint, doth it moitly according to the verfion of Theodotion. 

All thefe 1 four different Greek verfions Origen collected together in one 
volume, placing them 'n four diftinct columns, one over againit the other all 
in the fame page ; and from hence this edition was called the Tetrapla, i. e. 
the fourfold edition. In the firft column of this edition was plac'd the verfion 
of Aquila ; in the fecond that of Symmacbus ; in the third the verfion of the 
Septuagint, and in the laft that of Theodotion. Sometime after he publiflied 
another edition, wherein he added two other columns in the beginning, and 
two others alfo in the end of the fame page, and this was called the Hexa- 
fla, i. e. the iixfold edition, and fometimes the OdJapla, that is the eightfold. 
In 1 the firft column of this edition was placed the Hebrew text in Hebrew 
letters ; in the fecond the fame Hebrew text in Greek letters ; in the third the 
Greek verfion of Aquila; in the fourth that of Symmacbus ; in the fifth that 
of the Septuagint ; in the fixth that of Theodotion ; in the feventh that which 
was called the fifth Greek verfion, and in the eighth the fixth Greek ver- 
fion. And after all thefe columns, in fome parts of this edition, was ad- 
ded a ninth, in which was placed that, which they called the feventh ver- 
fion. The fifth and fixth were not of the whole Old Teftament, but on- 
ly of fome parts of it. The law, and feveral other of the books of thefe 
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fcriptures were wanting in both thefe verfions. And therefore this eidition 
began only with fix columns, and the other columns were added there on* 
ly where thefe other verfions began. And hence it is that this edition is 
called fometimes the Hexapla, in refpeft of that part of it where there were 
only fix columns, and fometimes the Offapla, in refpecl of that part of it 
where there were eight columns. For the Hexapla and' the Ottapld were 
one and the fame work, which in fome parts of it had only fix columns, 
and in others eight, and in fome nine. In refpecl of the two former it was 
called Hexapla and Otfapla-, but never Enneapla, (i.e. the ninefold) in 
refpecl of the laft. For that laft containing only a fmall part, and as fome 
fay no more than the Pfalms, no regard Was had to it in the name given to 
the whole work. s In this edition Origeu altered the Order of feveral parts 
of the Septuagint, where it differ'd from the Hebrew original. For where- 
as 1 feveral paffages in that verlion , efpecially in Jereritiab, were inverted, 
tranfpos'd, and put into a different order from what they are in the Hebrew, 
it was neceffary for him to reduce them again to the fame order with it for 
the making of this edition anfwer the end he propofed. For his end herein 
being that the differences between all the verfions and the original might 
be the more eafily feen, in order to the making of that verfion the more 
correct and perfect, which was in ufe through the whole Greek Church, he 
found it neceffary to make the whole anfwer line for line in every column, 
that all might appear the more readily to the view of the reader, which 
could not be done without reducing all to the fame uniform order. And 
that of the original, in which all was firft written, was the propereft to be 
followed. 

The " fifth and fixth edition fabove mention'd were found, the one of 
them at Nicopolis, a city near ABium in Epirus, in the reign of CaracaUa, 
and the other at Jericho in Jkdaa, in the reign of Alexander Severus. 
Where the feventh was found, or who was the author of this, or of the 
other two, is no where faid. The firft of thefe three contained the minor 
prophets, the Tfalms, the Canticles, and the book of Jo b ; the fecond, the 
" minor prophets and the Canticles ; and the third, according to fome, on- 
ly the 'Pfalms. But very uncertain, and in fome particulars very contradi- 
ctory accounts being given of thefe three laft verfions, and the matter be- 
ing of no moment, fince they are now all loft, it will be of no ufe to make 
any farther enquiry concerning them. How the whole was difpofed in this 
edition of Origens, will be beft understood by the following fcheme. 




All the laft three verfions, as well as the other three of Aqttila, Symma- 
chusy and Theodotion, Origeu puhhfh'd in this edition as he found them. 
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But the Septuagint, which was in the fifth column, being that for the fake 
of which he publilh'd all the reft, he beftow'd much more pains upon it 
to make it as correct and perfect as he could. For x the copies of it, which 
in his time went about for common ufe among the heUenifticalJews., and 
Chriftians, and were then read by both in their publick alfemblies, as well 
as in private at home, were then very much corrupted through the mi- 
ftakes and negligence of tranfcribers, whofe hands; by often tranfcription, 
it had now long gone through ; and therefore to remedy this evil, he ap- 
ply'd himfelf with great care by examining and collating of many copies to 
correct all the errors that had this way crept into this verfion, and reftore 
it again to its primitive perfection. And that copy, which he had thus 
reftor'd, he placed in his Hexapla in the fifth column ; which being gene- 
rally reputed to be the true and perfedt copy of the Septuagint, the other» 
that went about in common ufe, was in contradiftinction to it.eall'd the 
r common or vulgar edition. And his labour refted not here ; for he not 
only endeavoured, by comparing many different copies and editions of it, 
to clear it from the errors of tranfcribers, but alfo by comparing it with 
the Hebrew original, to clear it from the miftakes of the firft compofers 
alfo. For many fuch he found in it, not only by omiflions and additions, 
but alfo by wrong interpretations made in it by the firft authors of this 
verfion. The law, which was the moft exactly tranflated of all, had ma- 
ny of thefe, but the other parts a great many more. All which he endea- 
voured to correct in fuch manner as to leave the original text of the Septu- 
agint ftill entire, as it came out of the hands of the firft tranflators, with- 
out any alterations, additions, or defalcations in it ; in order whereto 2 he 
made ufe of four marks called obelisks, afterisks, lemnisks, and hypolem- 
nisks, which were then in ufe among the grammarians of thofe times, and 
put them into that edition of his corrected verfion of the Septuagint, which 
he plac'd in his Hexafla. The obelisk was a ftrait ftroke of the pen re- 
fembling the form of a fmall fpit, or the blade of a rapier (as thus — ) and 
thence it had the name of oGetio-Kos in Greek, which fignifieth, in that lan- 
guage, a fmall fpit, and alfo the blade of a fword. The afterisk was a 
fmall ftar (as thus *) and was fo call'd , becaufe in Greek that word thus 
fignifieth. The lemnisk was a ftrait line drawn between two points (as 
thus ) And the hypolemnisk a ftrait line with one point under it (as 
thus t*). By the obelisk he pointed out what was in the text of the Septu- 
agint to be expunged, as that which was redundant over and above what 
was in the text of the Hebrew original. By the afterisk he fliew'd what 
was to be added to it to fupply thofe places where he found it deficient of 
what was in the original. And thefe fupplements he made to it moftly ac- 
cording 3 to the verfion of Theodotion, and only where that could not ferve 
to this purpofe, did he make ufe of the other verfions. The lemnisks and 
hypolemnisks he feemeth to have ufed to mark out unto us where the ori- 
ginal interpreters were miftaken in the fenfe and meaning of the words. 
But how thefe marks ferved to this end, the accounts which we have of 
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them are not fufficient to give us a clear notion. To ihew how far the 
redundancies went that were mark'd with obelisks, and how far the addi- 
tions that were mark'd with the afterisks, another mark was made ufe of 
by him in this edition, b Which in fome copies were two points (as thus:) 
or elfe in others c the head of a dart inverted (as thus I ) and by thefe marks 
was pointed out Where the faid redundancies and additions ended, in the 
fame manner as by the obelisks and afterisks was, where they begun (as 
thus * euj-ne: or thus ■ ■ -x, av™s I) But all this he did without making 
any alteration in the original verfiOn of the Septuagint. For l1 taking out 
all thefe marks with thofe fupplements which were added under the afte- 
risks, there remained the true and perfect edition of the Septuagint , as 
publifh'd by the firft tranflators ; and this was that which was call'd Ori- 
gin's edition, as being corre&ed and reformed by him in the manner as I 
have. Faid. This was a work of infinite labour, which gain'd him the name 
of e lidtanantittSi and was alfo of as great benefit to the Church. It is not 
certainly faid when he finifli'd it, but it feems to have been in the year 
of our Lord 1-5-0, which was four years before his death. The original 
copy, when compleated, was laid up in the library of the Church of C<e- 
faren in Taleftiiie^ where 1 Jerome many years after confuked it, and wrote 
out a tranfeript from it. But the troubles and perfecutions which the 
Church fell under in thofe times, feem to have been the caufe that after 
it was placed in that library it lay there in obfeurity about fifty years with- 
out being taken Wotice of ; till at length being found there by Tamphilus 
afed Eufetbius*, they wrote out copies of it ; and from that time the ufe and 
Jeeccefliettcy of it feeing made known, it became diiperfod to other Churches, 
•and s was received every where with great applaufe and approbation by 
fcfoem. But the volunainotririefs of the work, and the trouble and charges 
it Would coll to have it intirely tranferibed, became the caufe that it was 
not loag liv'd. For it being very troublefome and expenfive to have f© 
balky -a book wrote out, which -confined of feveral volumes, and alfo ve- 
ry difficult to findicribes among Chri-ftians in thofe times furficiently skill'd 
to write out the Hebrew text, many contented ithemfelv.es with copying 
out' the tffth column only, that is the Septuagint with thofe marks of afte- 
risks, obelisks, lemnisks, and hypolemnitJks, with which Origeu placed it 
in that column, that part thus marked feeming to -comprehend an abridg- 
ment of the whole; whereby it -came to ipafc that few tranferipts of this 
£reat work were -made, but many df the other. In the tranferibing -of 
w^iich the afterisks being often left out, -through want of due care in the 
writers, this occafion'd that in many copies .of -the Septuagint, which were 
■afterwards wade, feveral particulars were taken into the text of the Septu- 
agint, as Original -parts of it, which had only ainder this mark been infexted 
there, :by way of fupplement out of other tranflations. However,, feveral 
copies 'df the whole work, both of thsTetmpla and Hexap/a, -ftill remain- 
•edin libraries, and were confulted therdon all oGcafions ; till at length about 
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*i eotwaient. w-eptftoleta'ad Titunj, • cap. 3. .g:H«eronynuis.in praccmio ad .comment, ih 
Danielem, 6c in epiflola 743d Auguflinum. . . 



B<?Q**X i& e O LB N e W Te s t 4 m £ ijr t. 4.5 

the middle, of the feventh century, the inundation of the Saracens upon the 
eaftern parts having deftrpyed libraries where- ever they came, it was 
after this no more heard qf: For there hath never fince been any more 
remaining of it, than fome fragments that have beetr gathered together by 
Flaminitis Nobilius, Drujius, and Bernard de Mantfaucpn. The latter in 
a book lately publifh'd almoft as bulky as the tiexapla, and a very pom- 
pous edition of it, hath made us expect concerning this matter much more 
than js perform'd. 

T^AfTHILV S and Eufebius having about the conclufion of the third 
century found the Hexapla of Origen in the library of Csefarea, (or ac- 
cording as fome relate, brought it from Tyre, and plac'd it there) h cor- 
rected out of it the Septuagint verfion then in common ufe ; and having 
caus'd to he written out feyeral copies of it thus corrected according to 
the fifth column in Origeris, Hexapla, communicated them to the neigh- 
bouring Churches ; and from hence this edition became of general ufe in 
them from Antioch to the borders of Egypt, and was called the Tale/tine 
edition, becaufe it was there firft publilhed and ufed. And fometimes it 
is alfo called the edition of Origen, becaufe it was made according to his 
corrections. 

About the fame time two other editions of the fame Septuagint bible 
were made, the firft ' by Lucian a presbyter of 'the Church of Antioch ; 
which being k found after his death at Nicomedia in Btthynia, where he 
fuffered martyrdom in the tenth perfecution, it became afterwards ufed 
through all the Churches from Conftantinople to Antioch. The other was 
mi&€\>%HeJychiu4 .a Bifhop of Egypt ; which'being 1 received by the Church 
of Alexandria, was .from that time brought into ufe in "that and all .the other 
Churches Egypt. Both thefe two latter correctors underftood the He- 
brew-text, and in many places corrected their editions from it. 

All the authors of thefe three editions fuffered martyrdom in the tenth 
perfecutiqn, which gave their editions that reputation , ' that the whole 
■Greek Church ufed either the one or the other of them. The Churches 
at Antioch and Conftantinople, and all of the intermediate countries lying 
between them, made ufe of the edition of Lucian. All from Antioch - to 
Egypt that of Tamphilus. And all the Churches of Egypt that of Hejy- 
chius. So that Jerome faith, m the whole world was divided between them 
in- a threefold variety, becaufe in his time no Greek, Church through the 
whole, world made ufe of any other edition of thofe fcriptures than 'one of 
thefe : riu-.ee ; but every one of them received, either the one or the other 
of them "for the .authentic copy which they went by. Butif we may judge 
by the manufcript copies which ftill remain, thefe thrpe difterenf. editions, 
bating the errors of fcribes, did not, by variations that were of any great 
moment,, differ, the one from the other. '"' " " '•" • 

As tlms 'the.ancients had three principal editions of the Septuagint, from 
whence all the reft were copied, to hath it happen'd alfo among th'e moderns. 

* Hieronymus in prsfatione ad Paralipomena. i Hieronymus in prxfatione ad Paralipom. 

in cata1ogo-fcr.pto r um. e G clefiauicoru m ,.& in epiftola ad-Sunjam &.FreteIam. - Suidas ex Si- 
mone Metaphrafta ,n voce & in voce ,cM<>. £ k Antfror.-fynopfrs: facr^ fcripturs. 

H.eronymus.m apolog.a adverfus Ruffinum,, lib. z. & in prxfatione ad-PSralipomeni = 

1,^7 P r f atlone ^- P y ll P° m ^ Ac fcribit Alexandria^ ^Egyptus in lxx fuis Hefychium 

laHdat aptborem. - Conftant.nopohs ufque ad. Antiochiam. LucianTmareyns^exemplariaprobar. 
Med,* ; mter has provincial Palaftinos codices legunt, quoY ab Origene -Ikboratos, Eufebius & 
1 unph.lus vulgavcrunt. Totufque orbis hue interne irifaria varietate compugnat. 

For 
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F Or fince the inventing of printing there have been alfo three principal edi- 
tions of this Septuagint verfion, from which all the reft have been printed, 
that are now extant among us; the firft that of Cardinal Ximenes printed 
at Complutum or Alcala in Spain ; the fecond that of Aldus at Venice ; and 
the third that of Pope Sixtus the fifth at Rome. 

That " of Cardinal Ximenes was printed anno Domini 15-15-, in his poly- 
glot bible of Complutum, which contained firft the Hebrew text ; fecondly 
the Chaldee paraphrase of Onkelos on the Pentateuch ; thirdly the Greek 
Septuagint verfion of the Old Teftament , and the Greek original of the 
New, and fourthly the Latin verfion of both. It was prepared for the prefs 
by the ftudy and care of the divines of the Univerfity of 0 Alcala, and others 
called thither to a/lift in this work. But the whole being carried on under 
the direction, and at the coft and charges of Cardinal Ximenes, it hath the 
name of his edition. The method propofed herein, as to the Septuagint, 
having been, out of all the copies they could meet with, to chufe out that 
reading which was neareft the Hebrew original, they feem rather thereby 
to have given us a new Greek tranflation of their own compofure, than that 
ancient Greek verfion, which under the name of the Septuagint was in fo 
great ufe among the primitive Fathers of the chriftian Church. From this 
edition hath been printed the Septuagint, which we have in both the poly- 
glots of Antwerp and Tarts ; the former of which was published anno Do- 
mini 1 5-7x5 and the other anno 1645-; and alfo the Septuagint of Commelin 
printed at Heidelbergh with Vat ablush commentary, anno 15-99. 

Aldus\ p edition was publilhed at Venice, anno T>om. 15-18. It was 
by the collation of many ancient manufcripts prepared for the prefs by An- 
dreas Afulanus, father-in-law of the printer. And from this copy have 
been printed all the German editions, excepting that of Heidelbergh by 
Commelin already mentioned. 

3% But the Roman edition hath obtained the preference above the other 
two in the opinion of raoft learned men, tho' Ifaac VoJJias condemns it as 
the worft of all. * The printing of this edition was firft fet on foot by Car- 
dinal Montalto ; and he having been afterwards Pope by the name of Sixtus 
Quintus at the time when it was publifhed, anno *Dom. 15 8 7, it therefore 
came out under his name. He firft recommended the work to Pope Gre- 
gory the thirteenth, as being that which had been directed to be done T by a 
decree of the council of Trent ; and by his advice the work was committed 
to the care of Antony Caraffa, a learned man of a noble family in Italy, who 
was afterwards made a Cardinal and library-keeper to the Pope. He by the 
afliftance of feveral other learned men employed under him in eight years 
time finifhed this edition. It was for the moft part according to an old ma- 
nufcript in the Vatican library, which was written all in capital letters with- 
out the marks of accents or points, and alfo without any diftindion either 
of chapters or verfes, and is fuppofed to be as ancient as the time of Jerome, 



* Waltoni prolegomena ad biblia polyglotta, cap. 9. § 28. Hoddius de bibliorum textibus ori- 
ginalibus, lib.. 4. cap. 3. Uflerii fyntagma de Grseca lxx interpretum veifione, cap. 8. Grabii 
prolegomena ad Octateuchnm, cap. 3. . 0 Alcala is the Spatjifll name of the fame town, which 
in Latin is called Complutum. P Uflerii fyntagma de Grasca txx interpretum verfione, cap. 8. 
Waltoni prolegomena ad biblia polyglotta anglicana, cap. 9. § 29. Hoddius ibidem , Grabius 
ibidem;: : 1 Uflerius, Waltonus, Hoddius, & Grabius ibidem. Antonius Caraffa in prasfa- 
tione ad jeditionem Romanam. Morinus in prasfatione ad editionem fuam Parifianam Giaica; 
verfionis r lxx. r Antonius Caraffa ibidem. 

only 



Book I. the Old WNew Testame nt. 47 



only where this was defective (for fome leaves of it are loft) theyfupplied 
the chafms out of other manufcripts ; the principal of which were one that 
they had from Venice out of the library of Cardinal Bejfarion, and another 
that was brought them out of Magna Gratia, now called Cala&ria which 
laft fo agreed with the /^if<»/ manufcript, that they fuppofed them to have 
been written either the one from the other, or elfe both from the fame copy. 
The next year after was publifhed at Rome a Latin verfion of this edition 
with the annotations of Flaminius Nobilius. Morbzm reprinted 'both toge- 
ther at 'Paris- an. *Dom. i6z8 ; and according to that edition have been pub- 
liflied all thofe Septuagints that have been printed m England, that is* that 
of London in 8*°, an. 1653, that in f¥alton\ polyglot publiflied 165-7, and that 
of Cambridge, an. 1665, which laft hath the learned preface of Bifliop \ ?BeirJa* 
before it, and doth much more exaclly give us the Roman edition than that 
of 16^3, tho' both 1 in fome particulars differ from it. 

But the ancienteft and the belt manufcript of the Septuagint verfion 
now extant, according to the judgment of thofe who have thoroughly exa- 
mined it, is the Alexandrian copy, which is in the King's library at St. James's. 
It is written all in capital letters, without the diftin&ioris of chapters, verfes, 
or words. It c was fent for a prefent to King Charles the firjl, by Cyrillus 
Lucatis then Patriarch of Conftantinople. He had been before Patriarch 
of Alexandria, and being tranflated from thence to the Patriarchate of 
Conftantinople, he brought thither this manufcript with him, and from thence 
fent it hither by Sir Thomas Roe then ambaflador from England to the Grand 
Seignior ; and with it he fent this following account of the book in a fche- 
dule annexed to it written with his own hand. 

Liber ifte fcriptura facra; Novi © Veteris Teftamenti, prout ex traditio- 
ne habenms, eft fcriptus maun Theclse nobilis focmina ^EgyptiaB ante mille 
& trecentos annos circiter, paulb poft concilium Nicsnum. Nomen Theclse 

fine libri erat exaratutn ; fed extinclo Chriftia7iifmo in /Egypto d Ma- 
hometnnis, libri una Chnftiauorum in fimilem funt redacJi conditiotiem ; 
extinclum enim es7 Thecte nomen @ laceratmn , fed ?nemoria & traditio 
recens obfervat. 

Cyrillus Tatriarcha Conflantinopolitanus. 
Which being rendred into Englijh is as follovveth, 

This book of the holy fcriptures of the Old and New Teftament , as we 
have it by tradition, -was written by the hand ofTheda, a noble Egyptian 
lady, about thirteen hundred years fince, a little after the council of Nice. 
The name 0/Thecla was formerly written at the end of the book ; but the 
chriftian religion being by the Mahometans fupprejfed in Egypt, the books 
of Chriftians were reduced to the like condition. And therefore the name 
tf/Thecla is extinguijhed, and torn out of the book ; but memory and tradi- 
tion doth ft ill obfer-ue it to have been hers. 

Cyril Tatriarch of Constantinople. 

Dr. Emeftus Grabe , a learned Trujftan, who had lived many years in 
England, did lately under the encouragement of her late Majefty Queen 

_ . Vide prolegomena Lambert, Bos ad editionem fuam ¥ l xxii Franequer* publicum an. Dom. 
1709. t Grabms in prolegomena ad Odateuchum. 

Anne, 
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ulnne, who gave him a penfion for this purpofe , undertake to publifh an 
edition of the Septuagint according to this copy ; and he hath accordingly 
given us two parts of it, and would have publilhed the reft in two parts 
more, but that his death prevented him from proceeding any farther. W ould 
fome other able hand with the like accuracy and care finifh what he hath 
left undone, this might then be juitiy reckoned among us a fourth edition 
of the Septuagint, and it's not doubted but that, when fo compleated, ip 
will be approved as the perfefteft and beft of them all. 

And thus far I have given an account of this ancient tranflation of the 
holyfcriptures of theOldTeftament, and alltheeditionsit hath gone through 
both ancient and modern, fo far as it belongs to an hiftorian to relate. If 
any are defirous to know all the critical difputesand obfervations which have 
been made about it, and what learned men have written of this nature con- 
cerning it, they may confult Archbifhop UJher's Jyntagma de Gracd Ixx in- 
terpretum verfione ; Morinus's exercitationes biblica fart. I. and his preface 
before his Paris edition of the Septuagint; Wouver de Gracd & Latind 
bibliorum interpret at tone ; JV a/ton's 'Prolegomena ad biblia polyglotta cap. IX. 
Voflius de Ixx interpretibus ; Simon's critical hijiory of the OldTejiament \ 
Du Pin's hijiory of the canon of the Old Tejiament ; Grabe's Prolegomena 
before thofe two parts of the Septuagint which were publifhed by him, and 
efpecially Dr. Hoddf s learned book above cited, where he hath written 
the fullefl; and the beft of all that have handled this argument. And here 
having concluded this long hiftorical account of it, I fliall with it conclude 
this book. 
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OSTHENES (who on his defeating the Gauls had for«***7fi. 
fome time reigned vxMacedoii) being dead, Antibc bus the 1 Phliadei- 
fon ot Seleucui Nicdtor, and Antigonus Gonatus the fon ofphuso. 
i Demetrius Totiorcetes, * each claimed to fucceed; there as 
> in their father's kingdom, Demetrius firft, and afterwards 
' Seleucus having been Kings of that coimtfey. But Anti- 



gonus, who had now from the time of his father's laft expedition into AJia 
reigned in Greece ten years, being neareft firft took pofleffion ; whereon 
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a Memnon cap. 19. 
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Antiochus refolving to march againft him, and the other to keep what he 
had gotten, each raifed great armies, and made ftrong alliances for the war. 
On this occafion Nicomedes King of Sithynia having confederated with 
Antigone Antiochus in his march towards Macedonia* not thinking it fit 
tb leave fuch an enemy behind him \sx AJiay inftead of pafling over the Hel~ 
kjpont to attack Ant'tgonus, led his army againft Nicomedes, and carried the 
war into Bithynia. But there both armies having for fome time lain againft 
each other, and neither of them having courage enough to aflault the other, 
it at length b came tor a treaty, and terms of agreement between them ; by 
virtue of which c Antigoniis having married 'Phila the daughter of Strato- 
nice by Seleiecus, Antiochttt quitted to him his claim to Macedonia, and 
Antigonus became quietly fettled in that kingdom , where d his pofterity 
reigned for feveral defcents, till at length Per feus the laft of that race be- 
ing conquered by Paulus jEmiltHs, that kingdom became a province of the 
Roman empire. 

An. 27f. ANTIOCHVS being thus freed from this war marched againft the 
Phnadd. G au ki (who having gotten a fettlement in AJia by the favour of Nico- 
phusio. medes, in. the manner as hath been above related, over-ran and harafled all 
that countrey) e and having after a fharp conflict overthrown them in bat- 
tel, he thereby delivered thofe provinces from their opprellions, e from 
whence he had the name of Soter or the Saviour given unto him. 
An. 274. The Romans having f forced Tyrrhtts after a fix years war to leave Ita- 
PhHadef. ^> return again into F$j>irm with baffle and difappointment, their name 
phus 11. began to grow of great note and fame among foreign nations ; whereon 
Ptolemy Philadelphus s fent ambalfadors to them to defire their friend/hip, 
with which the Romans were well pleafed, thinking it no fmall reputation 
to them that their friendlhip was fought for by fo great a King. 
An. 273. And therefore to make a return df the like refpecis, the next year after 
Phiiadcf- tne Y fent a f°l emn embafly into Egypt unto that King. The ambalfadors 
phus 12. were <gK Fabius Gurges, Cn. Fabius TiBor, and §K Ogulinus, whofe con- 
duct in this Employment was very remarkable, t or with a mind as great 
as felf-denying they put off" every thing from themfelves that might tend 
to their own proper intereft. For when King Ptolemy having invited them 
to fupper with him prefented them, in the conclufion Of the entertainment, 
with crowns of gold, they accepted of the crowns for the fake of the ho- 
nour that was done them thereby ; but the next morning after crowned 
with them the ftatues of the King, which ftood in the publick places of the 
city : And being prefented on their taking their leave with very valuable 
gifts from the King, they accepted of them, that they might not difguft 
him by the refufal ; but as foon as they were returned to Rome, they de- 
livered them all into the publick treafury, before they appeared in the fe- 
nateto give an account of their embafly; declaring thereby that they de- 
fired no other advantage from the fervice of the publick, than the honour 
of difcharging it well. And this was the general temper and inclination 
of the JZomans in thofe times, which made therri profper in all their un- 
dertakings! But afterwards, when the fervice of the tjublick Was "only 



b Jufh'rt. lib. 2f. cap. 1. * In viti Arati Aflronbmi operfbus ejui pTfcfixJ. L , 

a Plntarchus in Demetrio. e Appian. in Syriacis. f Plutarchus in Pyrrho. 

B Livius, lib. 14. Eutrop. lib. 2. »• Livius", lib. 14. EutropTus', lib. 2. Valerius Mari- 
mus, lib. 4. cap. 3. Dio in eicerptis ab Urfino editis- 
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defired in order' to plunder it, and men entered on the employments of 
the ftate with no other view or intent than to enrich themfelves, and ad- 
vance their own private fortunes, no wonder then that every thing' began' 
to go backward with them.. ' And fo it muft. happen with all other ftates 
and kingdoms, when the publick intereft is facrificed . to that of private 
men, And the offices ; and employments of the.ftate are defired only to gra- 
tify the ambition, and glut the avarice of .them that can get into them. 
But the Romans, altho' they received into their treafury What their ambaf- 
fadors thus genefoufly delivered into it ; yet were not Wanting in what was 
proper for them to do for the encouraging fo good an example, and the 
rewarding of them that gave it. For they ordered to be given to. them 
for their fervice done the ftate in this erhbauyVfuch fums out of their trea- 
fury, asequall'd the value of what they thus dehver'd into it. , So that the 
liberality of Ttolemy, the abftinence and felf-denial of the ambafladors, and 
the juftice of the Romans, were all fignally made appear in the tranfacfiori 
of this matter. 

After the death of Tyrrhus, 1 who was.flain at Argus in an attempt Ail 1(5 g . 
made upon that city, Antigonus Gonatus King of Macedon having much en- Ptolemy 
larged his power, and made himfelf thereby Very formidable to the Gre- Philadel - 
cian ftates, k the Lacedemonians and the Athenians entered into a confede- phus I7 ~ 
racy againft him, and gained 'Ptolemy Thiladelphus to join with them here- 
in. Whereon Antigonus be fieged Athens s for the relief of which Ttole- 
my 1 fent a fleet under the command of Tatroclus, one of his chief officers, 
and Areus King of the Lacedemonians led thither an army by land for the 
fame purpofe. Tatroclus, on his arrival with his fleet , fent to Areus to 
perfuade him forthwith to engage the enemy ; promifing him at the fame 
time to land the forces which he had bn board the fleet, and fall on them 
in the rear. But the provifions of the Lacedemonians being all fpent, Areus 
thought it better to retreat , and march home ; whereon Tatroclus was 
forced to do the fame, and fail back with his fleet again into Egypt, with- 
out accomplifliingany thing of the defign for which he was fent ; and Athens 
being thus deferted by its allies, fell into the hands of Antigonus, and he 
placed a garrifon in it. 

TATROCLUS, in his return into Egypt, having found Sotades at A „ , 6 
Caunus, a maritim city of Carta, there "feized on him, and wrapping him ProieJy 
in a flieet of lead, caft him into the fea. He was a lewd poet, who having P ^' s a " 
written fome fatyrical verfes againft King Ttolemy, and in them bitterly p us 1 ' 
refle&ed on him for his marriage with Arjinoe his lifter, was fled from 
Alexandria to avoid the indignation of that Prince. But Tatroclus hav- 
ing thus met him in his flight, thought he could not better recommend 
himfelf to the favour of his Prince, than by taking this vengeance on the 
perfon who had thus abufed him. And it was a punimment which he well 
deferved; for he was a very vile and flagitious wretch, and was common- 
ly called Sotades Cinadus, i. e. Sotades the Sodomite-, which name was given 
him by way of eminence, not only for his notorious guilt in that monftrous 
and abominable vice, but efpecially for that 11 he had written in iambic 
verfes a very remarkable poem in commendation of it, which was in great 



i Plutarchus in Pyrrho. k Juftin. lib. 26. cap. 2. Paufanias in Laconicis. 

^aufanias ibid. m Athen^us, lib. 14. p. 62c. n Strabo, lib. 14. p. 648. Athenasiis 
ibid. Suidas in voce -S<u7«fe. 
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repute amongthofe who were given to that unnatural arvd, vjielufl:,. Hence 
Sodomites were caljed, from him Sotadici Cm^di» i. e, So£ajif? Sodomites^ 

"Infer Sotadicos nfitiffma, fbjfa CinJedos. 

For fo it ought to be read, and not Socrat'tcos, a? in our printed, books. 
For this latter was an alteration made in the text of that author by fuch 
as were wickedly addicfed to this beaflly vice i. thinking they might acquire 
fome credit, or at leaft fome excuie to this ; vyorfl; of unclearmefs* if they 
could make itbeliev'd that Socrates, who was one of the beft of men, ha4 
been, alfo addicted to it. 
An. z6f. MAG AS, governor of Cyrene and Libya- for King Ttolemy^ rebelled, 
EmiT? him » ai *d made himftlf King of thofe provinces. He -was half byp-' 

P hu S a 2o." ther to him, being fon of Berenice by Thilipz. Macedonian, whp had pee^ 
her husband before flie marry'd King 'Ptolemy Soter ; and therefore, by her 
ihterceflion, flie prevailed with that Prince to make him his lieutenant 'to 
govern thofe provinces, on his again recovering them after the death! of 
Ophelias, an. 307. where having ftrengthen'd himfelf by a long continuance, 
in that government, and alfo by the marriage pf Apame, the daughter of 
Antiochus Soter King of AJia, he, in confidence hereof, rebelled agamft 
his brother ; and not being contented to deprive him of the provinces, of 
Libya and Cyrene-, where he now reigned, fought to difpoffefs him alfo qf 
Egypt; and therefore having gotten tqgether a great army, march'd to- 
wards Alexandria for this purpofe, and feiz.ed Tartetonium, a city of Mar* 
marica, in hi? way thither. But as he was proceeding farther, a menage 
being brought him that the Marmarides, a people of Lihya % bad revolted 
from him, he was forced to march back again for the fupprefling .of thfe 
defection. Ttoletny. being then with a great army on the borders of Egypt 
to. defend his countrey againft; this invader, had a good opportunity, by 
falling on him in his retreat, utterly to have broken him ; but he was hun- 
dred by a like defeciion at home, as Magas had been: For having for his 
defence in this war hired feveral mercenaries, and among them four thou- 
fand Gauls, he found they had enter'd into a confpiracy againft him to take 
polfeffion of Egypt, and drive him thence ; ; for the preventing of which he' 
marched back into Egypt,, and having led the confpirators into an ifland in 
the Nile, he there pent them up, till they all perifhed of famine, or to avoid 
it had flain each other with their own (words. 
a*. 264. MAG AS, as foon as he had removed the difficulties at home which re- 
Phi'adei'- ca ^ed Q i m thither, was for renewing his defigns again upon Egypt % and 
phus^i. for the carrying of them on with the better fuccefs, 1 engag'd Antiochus 
Soter, his father-in-law, to engage with him herein ; and the project con" 
certed between them was, that Antiochus ihould attack the territories of 
Ttolemy on one fide, and Magas on the other. But while Antiochus was 
providing an army for this purpofe, Ttoletny having full notice of what was 
intended, fent forces into all the maritime provinces, which were- under 
the dominion of Antiochus ; whereby having caufed great ravages and de- 
vastations to be made in them, by this means he neceifttated th^t Prince 
to keep at home for the defence of his own territories, and Magas, without 
his a/Iiftance in the war, thought not fit to move any farther iri it. 
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T.hx jiext.year after dy'd' Thiletarus, the firit founder of the kingdom A >~- 2-63 • 
oi Tergamus, 1 being eighty years old: s He was an eunuch, and ferv'd p^^f. 
^Pocimus, who was one of the captains of Antigonus, and, on his revolt phus 22. 
from that Prince to Lyjimachus, patted with him into the fame fervice; 
and Lyjimachus finding him to have had a liberal education , and to be a 
perfon of great capacity, made him his treafurer, and thereon pur the city 
of Pergamus into his hands, where, in a ftrong caftle, his treafure was 
kept. And here he ferv'd Lyjimachus many years with great fidelity ; but 
being particularly attached to the intereft of Agathocles, the eldeft fon of 
Lyjimachus; and therefore having expreffed great grief at his death, which 
was brought about by the contrivance of Arjinoe the daughter of King Pto- 
lemy Soter ( whom LyJimacJms had marry'd in his old age, as hath been 
already related) he grew fufpected to that lady ; and finding thereon, that 
defigns were laid for his life alfo, he revolted from Lyjimachus, and under 
the protection of Seleucus fet up for himfelf. And having converted the 
treafure of Lyjimachus to his own ufe, among the diffractions that after 
follow'd, firft on the death of Lyjimachus, and then on that of Seleucus 
within feven months after, and the unfettled ftate of them that fucceeded 
them ; he manag'd his affairs with that craft and fubtirty, that he fecur'd 
himfelf in the poffeffion of his caftle, and all the countrey adjacent, for the 
term of twenty years, and there founded a kingdom, which Lifted for fe- 
veral defcents in his family after him, and was one of the potenteft fove- 
reigntics of all AJia. He had indeed no. children of his own, as being an 
eunuch, but he had two brothers, Eumcnes and Attains, the elder of which, 
Eumenes, had a fon of the fame name, who fucceeded his uncle in his new- 
acquired kingdom, and reigned in it twenty two years. This fame year 
began the firft 'Punic war between the Romans and Carthaginians, which 
lafted twenty four years. 

Towards the end of the fame year ' dy'd Antigonus of Socbo, who was 
prefident of the Sanhedrim at Jerusalem, and the great mafter and teacher 
of the Jewijh law in their prime divinity-fchool in that city ; and had been 
in both thefe offices, fay the Jews, from the death of Simon the Jujf, who 
was of the laft of thofe that were call'd the men of the great fynagogue. 
Thefe taught the fcriptures only to the people. They who after fucceeded 
added the traditions of the elders to the holy fcriptures, and taught them 
both to their fcholars, obliging them to obfervance of the one, as well as 
the other, as if both had equally proceeded from mount Sinai. Thefe 
were call'd the Tanaim or the M'tfhnical doctors for the reafon u already 
mention'd, and the firft of them was this Antigonus of Socho ; who being 
now dead, was fucceeded by Jofefb the fon ofjoazer, and Jofefb the fon 
of John. The firft of thefe was Naji, or the prefident of the Sanhedrim, 
and the other Ab-Betlo-TUn, or vice-prefident, and both jointly taught to- 
gether m the chief divinity-fchool at Jerufalem. 

In the time of this Antigonus began the feet of the Sadducees, to the rife 
of which he gave the occafion. For • having, in his lectures, often incul- 
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cated. to his fcholars, that they ought not to ferve God in a /fertile manner 
with refpeclto the reward, but out of the filiallove and fear only, which 
they owed unto him; Sadoc, and' Baitbus, two of his fcholars, hearing 
this from: him, inferr'd from hence, that there were'-no rewards at all after 
this life ; and. therefore feparating from the fchool of their mafter, they 
taught, that there was no refurrecfion nor future ftate ; but that all the 
xewards which God gave to thofe that ferved him were in this life only. 
And many being perverted by them to this opinion, they began that feci: 
among the yews, which, from the name of Sadoc, the firlt founder of it, 
were called Sadducees\ who differed from Epicurus only in this, that al- 
tho' they deny'd a future ftate, yet they allow'd the power of God; to create 
the world, and his providence to govern it, whereas the Epicureans deny 
both the one and the other. A fuller account of them and their tenets fhall 
be hereafter given in the place where I .mall treat of all thofe fecfs of the 
Je-ji's together, 'Which afofe. among them between this time and that of 
our .Saviour.: '.. . ; 

An. 162. NICOME'DES, Kitig . of Bithynia, x having built a new city in the 
Proiemy place where Aftacm before itood (which had been deftroyed by Lyjima- 
phus l 2-! chtis) or very near' it,', * as- others lay, caus'd it, from his own name, to be 
call'd Nicomedia, of . which place frequent mention is made in the hiftories 
of the latter Roman Emperors, feveral of them having made it the feat of 
their refidence in the eait. 

. ANTIQCHVS Soter, on- his hearing of the death of Thiletarus, 
thought to poflefs himfelf of his territories; whereon Eumenes marched 
with an army againft him for his defence, and % having encounter'd him near 
Sardls, overthrew him in battel ; and thereby not only fecured himfelf in 
the poffeffion of what his uncle had left him, but alfo augmented it by fe- 
veral new acquifitions. 
A».i6\. ANTIOCHVS, after this defeat, returning to Antioch, there "put to 
PhUadd- death one of his fons,.who had raifed fome dilturbances in his abfence, 
phus 24. and made the other, who was named alfo Antiochus, King; and a little af- 
ter dying, left him in the -fole pofleilion of all his dominions. He was 
born to him by Stratonice, the daughter of ^Demetrius, who had been firft 
his mother-in-law, and afterwards his wife, as hath been already re- 
lated. ' 

A«. 260. This Antiochus, on his firft coming to the crown, had for his wife 
PhSd- h Laodice, his fitter by the fame father: He afterwards took the title of 
phus 2}-. Tbeus, or the divine; and by this he is ufually diftinguilhed from the other 
Kings of that name, who reigned in Syria. It was c firft given him by the 
Milejians, on his delivering them from the tyranny of Timarchus. For 
A this Timarchus being governor of Caria for Ttolemy Thiladelphus (who 
at this time had, befides Egypt, Caele-Syria and Taleftine, c the provinces 
of Cilicia, Tamphylia, Lycia, and Carta in leffer AJiaJ rebelled againft 
him, and fetting up for himfelf, fixed the chief feat of his tyranny at Miletus. 
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The Mile/ians, to be freed from him, calj'd in Antiochus, who having 
vanquilhed and flain Timarchus, was, for this reafon* hondur'd by them as 
a god, and had the title of Theus there given unto him, which was an 
impious flattery the people of thoie times were frequently guilty of towards 
the Princes then reigning. For the Lemnians { had a little before confe- 
crated his father and grandfather to be gods, and built temples to them ; 
and 8 the Smyrnians did the fame for Stratonice his mother. 

In the beginning of this King's reign lived Berofus, the famous Babylo- 
nian hiftorian ; for he dedicated his hiftory to him ; fo faith Tatian ; his 
words are, Berofus the Babylonian, who was a prieft ofBelus at Babylon* 
and liv'd in the time of Alexander, dedicated to Antiochus, who was the 
third after him, his hiftory, which he wrote in three books, of the affairs 
of the Chaldeans, and the aSiions of their Kings. The third after Alexan- 
der was certainly Antiochus Theus. For Seleitcus Nicator was the firft, 
Antiochus Soter the fecond, and Antiochus Theus the third. And there-? 
fore, according to Tatian, it muft be to him that this dedication was made. 
But it being faid alfo by Tatian, that he liv'd in the time of Alexander, 
who dy'd fixty four years before the firft year of Antiochus Thetis, the age 
of the hiftorian makes it neceflary to place this dedication to Antiochus as 
early as poflible, that is in the firft year of his reign. For, fuppofing Be- 
rofus to have been twenty at the death of Alexander, in whofe time he is 
faid to have lived, he muft have been eighty four in the firft year of An-* 
tiochus Theus, and fo great an age makes it probable he could not have 
liv'd long beyond it ; and therefore below this year we cannot well place 
this dedication. And the account which h 'Pliny gives us of this hiftory 
brings down the ending of it to have been hereabout: For he faith, that 
it contain'd aftronomical obfervations for 480 years. Learned men, with 
good reafon, ' begin the computation of thefe 480 years from the begin- 
ning of the ara of Nabonajfar ; and the 480 th year of that <era ended about 
fix years before Antiochus Theus began his reign. And that he ihould end 
his hiftory at a term fix years before he publiflied it , is not hard to con- 
ceive ; trio' perchance it might be deduced down to the death of Antio- 
chus Soter, and the odd number be left out in the computation, it being 
ufual in the reckoning of fuch long fums to end them at a full number. 
After the Macedonians had made themfelves mafters of Babyloji, he learn- 
ed from them the Greek language ; and paffing from Babylon into Greece 
firft fettled k at Cos, a place famous for the birth of Hipocrates, the father 
of phyficians, and did there fet up a fchool for the teaching of aftronomy 
and aftrology ; and afterwards from Cos he went to Athens, where he grew 
fo famous for his aftrological predictions, that they there 1 erected to^him 
in their Gymnafium, the publick place of their exercifes , a ftatue with a 
golden tongue. Many noble fragments of his hiftory are preferved by Jo* 
fephus and Eufebius, which give great light to many paflages in the fcrip- 
tures in the Old Teftament, and without which the feries of the Babylonian 
Kings could not have been well made out. Of the counterfeit Berofu? 
publilh'd by Annius of Viterbo m I have already fpoken, and therefore need 
not here again repeat it. 

f Athenxus, lib. 6. cap. 16. g Marmora Oxonienfia, p. s, 6, & 14. h Lib. 7. cap. <rS 
• Vide Ufleni annales Veteris Teftamenti fub anno I. P. 445-3. & Vofltum de hiftoricis Grx- 
Cl » d *\ k Vitruvi ' us > lib - 9- cap. 7. » Plinius, lib. 7. cap. 3 jr. 
Part I. book VIII. ander the year 298. ' 
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^"o\lmy "PTO'iiEMT being intent to advance the riches $f his kingdom," con^ 
Phiiadei- trived to brihg all the trade of the eaft' that was by fea^nto it. It had hi- 
phus z6. therto been managed by the Tyrians, and {hey carry'd ir on by Tea to E-lath, 
and from tHence by the way of RhmocQrurtt to Tyfe: Thefe were both' 
fea-port towns* Elath on the eaft-fide of the red fein, and Rhinbcorura at 
the bottom of the Mediterranean, between Egypt. bnd. Taleftine, hear the 
mouth of that river, which the fcriptures call the river of Egypt. Of both 
which places, and the trade carry'd on through them by the Tyrian s, I.haye 
n already fpoken in the ftrft part of this hiftory. To. draw this trade .irito 
Egypt* ''Ptolemy contrived to build a city on the weftern fide of the red 
fea, from whence he might fet out his Hupping for the carrying of it on. 
But obferving that the red fea towards the bottom of the gufph was of 
very difficult and dangerous navigation, by reafon of its rocks arid (helves, 
" he built his city at as great diftance from that part of this fea as he could, 
placing it almoft'as far down as' the confines of Ethiopia, and called it Be- 
renice from the name of his mother. But that not having a good 'harbour, 
Myos Hormus, in the neighbourhood, was afterwards found to be a more 
convenient port ; and therefore all the wares of Arabia , India, ^Perjia, 
and Ethiopia' being brought thither by fea, they were carry'd from thence 
on 'camels .backs to Coptus on the Nile, and from thence down that river 
to Alexandria, from whence they were difpers'd' all over the weft; and 
the wares of the weft were carry'd back the fame way into the eaft ; by 
which means the Tyrians being deprived of this profitable traffick, it be- 
came thenceforth fix'd at Alexandria ; and this city from that time conti- 
nued to be the prime mart of all the trade that was carry'd on between 
the eaft and the weft for above feventeen 1 hundred years after, till a little 
above two centuries fince another pafiage from the weft in thofe countries 
was found Out by the way of the cape of Good Hope. But the road from 
Coptus to the red fea being through deferts, w r here no water was to be 
had, nor any convenience of towns or houfes for the lodging of paffen- 
gevs, Ttolemy, for the remedying of both thefe inconveniencies, p drew a 
ditch from Coptus, which carry'd the water of Nile all along by that rOad, 
and built -on it feveral inns at fuch proper diftances, as to afford every night 
lodgings and convenient refrefhments both for man and beaft to all that 
fnould pafs that way. And as he thus projected to draw all the trade of 
the eaft and weft into his kingdom, fo he provided i a very great fleet for 
the protecting of it, part of which he kept in the red fea, and part in 
the Mediterranean. That in the Mediterranean alone was very great, and 
fome of the ihips of it of a very unufual bignefs : For r he had in it two 
fhips of thirty oars on a fide, one of twenty oars, four of fourteen, two 
of twelve, fourteen of eleven, thirty of : nine, thirty feven of feven, five of 
fix, feventeen of five ; and of four oars and three oars of a fide," he had 
double the number of all thefe already mention'd ; and he had over and 
above of the fmaller fort of veflels a vaft number. And by the ftrength 
of this fleet, he not only maintained and advanced the trade of his coun- 
trey r but alfo 5 kept moft of the maritim provinces of lefler AJia, that is, 



' nj?art I. boak.l. under the year 749. . 0 Strabo, lib. 17. p. 815". 
p Strabo, ibidem. . q Theocritus in Idyllic- 17. Appianus in prssfationer 
* Athen*u», lib. y. p. 203.' » Theocritus in Id'yllio 17. 



Cilicia, 



Book II. the Old and New Testament. 



57 



Cilicid, Tamphylia, Lycia, and Carta, and alfo the Cyclades, in thorough 
fubjeaion to him as long as he lived. 

MAG AS King of Cyrene and growing old and infirm, exprelied 25-8. 

a defire of compofing all differences with King Ttolemy his brother; and J^™?. 
in order hereto 'propofed to marry his only daughter Berenice to Kingphus 27. 
Ttolemy 's eldeft fon, and with her to give the inheritance of his kingdoms 
after him; which being accepted of by Ttolemy, peace was made between 
them on thefe terms. 

But Magas in the year following u dyed, before the treaty was exe-^£7 y 
cuted, after he had reigned w fifty years over Lybia and Cyrene, from the Philade f. 
time that thefe provinces were firft committed to his government on the phus 28- 
death of Ophelias. In the latter end of his life he gave himfelf much to 
eafe and luxury, eating and drinking beyond all temperance and meafure, 
whereon "he grew fo corpulent, that at length he weighed himfelf down 
into the grave by the load of his own fat. After his death ' Apame his wife 
(whom Jufiin calls Arjinoe) fettingher felf very violently to break the match 
contracted for her daughter with the fon of King Ttolemy, as being agreed 
without her confent, fent into Macedon for Demetrius the half brother of 
King Antigonus Gonatus (for he was the fon 2 of Demetrius Toliorcetes by 
his laft wife Ttolemaida the daughter of Ttolemy SoterJ promiling him her 
daughter in marriage , and the kingdoms of Lybia and Cyrene with her. 
This invitation foon brought Demetrius thither. But Apame on his arri- 
val finding him a very beautiful young man, fell in love with him her felf ; 
which Demetrius complying with, neglected the young Princefs, and gave 
himfelf wholly up to this fcandalous amour with the mother ; and being 
hereon thoroughly poffefled of her favour , in confidence of it began to 
carry himfelf with great pride and infolence, not only towards the Princefs, 
but alfo towards the minifters and foldiers that ferved her father ; where- 
on they all confpired againft him. And Berenice her felf having led the 
confpirators to the door of her mother's bedchamber, when he was there 
accompanying with her, they fell upon him and flew him in her bed, not- 
withstanding me did all Ihe could by interpofmg her body between him 
and the fwords of the confpirators, to fave him from this aflafllnation. Af- 
ter this Berenice went into Egypt, and there confummated the marriage 
with the fon of King Ttolemy, which her father had contracted for her, and 
Apame was fent into Syria to King Antiochus Theus her brother. 

But on her arrival at his court file fo exafperated him againft King Tto- A».z T 6. 
lemy, as to engage him to enter into a war with him* which * lafted long, Jjjj}^' 
and was carried on with great violence, to the very great damage of King phis* 4." 
Antiochus-, and at laft adminiftred the occafion for a cruel tragedy in his 
family, in which he himfelf periflied, as will be hereafter related. 

For the carrying on of this war, Ttolemy employed his lieutenants, a„. 2J . f . 
without appearing in it himfelfj by reafon of the tender ftate of his health, Ptolemy 
b which would not permit him to bear thehardftiips Of a camp, or the fa-^ 1 *^ 1 " 
tigues Of a campaign. But Antiochus being in the vigour of his youth, 
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headed his armies himfelf, and c drew after him all the ftrength of Bdby- 
lon and the eaft, for the more vigorous prbfecuting of the war. ■ But what 
Were the fiiccefles of it on either fide we ; have no account, through want 
of their being recorded in hiftory ; only we may prefume there were no 
great advantages gotten, nor any fighal events brought to pafs on either fide, 
becaufe if there had they could not have efcaped being told Us in an age, 
when there lived fo many able hiftbrians and learned men to commit them 
to writing. 

An.i$4. But amidft this war Ttoletny did not omit his fearch for bobks for his 
Pw/add- library; and alfo for pictures and drawings, which were the works of emi- 
phus 31. nent artifts. And for this Aratus the famous Sicyonian, d being one of his 
agents in Greece, he fo far gained his favour by his fervice to him herein, 
that on his applying to him for his help towards the reftoring of his city to 
liberty and peace, he gave him for this purpofe an hundred and fifty talents. 
The cafe was thus, d Aratus having expelled Micocles the tyrant of Sicyon, 
and brought back the exuls again to their city, great diftur bances did there 
arife hereon about the reftoration of their lands, which had like to have 
put all into confufion among them, by reafon moft of thofe lands had been 
transferred to other proprietors, and by purchafe and fate for valuable eoh- 
fiderations gone through feveral hands before the exuls were reftored, who 
thought it hard to be depriv'd of what they had paid for ; and there being 
no other way to fatisfy them, but by refunding their money again, for this 
reafon Aratus applied to King Ttolemy, and with the money h6 gave him, 
fatisfied every body, and reftored peace to Sicyon. 
Jn.ifo. While Antiochus was carrying on the war, in which he was engaged 
pmS- a S ainft King Ptolemy, tfiere happen- d a great defection from him in the 
phus 35-. eaftern provinces of his empire ; and by reafon of his embarrafments in this 
war, he not being at leifure immediately to fupprefs it, the revolt at length' 
grew to an head too hard for him to mafter ; and this gave beginning to 
the Tarthian empire. The occafioh of it was thus. e Agathoclesi who 
was governor of Tarthid for King Antiochus, being fodbmitically given* 
fell in love with a beautiful young man called Teridate^ and attempted a 
force upon him for the gratifying of his unnatural luft. Whereupon Ar^ 
faces the brother of the youth, torefcuehim from this violence, withfome 
other of hist friends joining with him, fell upon the governor and flew 
him ; and after that drawing a company together after him for the vindi- 
cation of the fact, he in a little time, while neglected by Ant idc bus, grew 
ftrong enough to expel the Macedonians out of the province, and there fef 
up for himfelf. And about the fame time Theodotris f revolted in Baffriaj 
and from being governor of that province declared himfelf' King of it. And 
that countrey having a thoufand cities in it, he got them all under his obe- 
dience ; and while Antiochus delayed to look that way by reafon of his wars 
with Egypt,, made himfelf too ftrong in them to be afterwards reduced; 
which example being followed by other nations in thofe parts, fhey aH there 
generally revolted at the fame time, and Ant tortus toft ahnoft all thofe 
eaftern provinces of his empire, that lay Jbeyond the Tigris. This happen'd 
tjujlin tells us, while. L. Manlius Vulfo* and M.Attilius Regulus were 
confuls at Rome. 

« Hieronymus in DaiKelem xi. f. a Plntardras in Arato. ''ArrianuS'm Pa'rthtds 
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This fame year on the death of Manaffeb, High-prieft of the Jews, 
* Or/ins, the fecond of that name, fucceeded him in his office. He was 
the fon of Simon thejuft, but having been left an infant at his father's death, 
Eleazar, the brother of Simon, was then made High-prieft in his ftead. 
And he alfo dying before Onias was of an age capable for the executing 
of the office, Manaffeh the fon of Jaddna, and uncle of Simon the Jtift, 
was called to it ; and now he being dead Onias came into the office. But 
being a man of an heavy temper, and a very fordid fpirit, he behaved him- 
felf very meanly in that ftation, to the endangering of the whole Jewi/h 
ftate by the illnefs of his conducl, as will hereafter be related in its proper 
place. 

Th e commotions and revolts which happen'd in the eaft making An- A». 249. 
tiochus weary of his war with King Ptolemy* 1 peace was made between p l h °^[, 
them on the terms; that Antiochus divorcing Laodice, his former wife, p hus 36. 
mould marry Berenice the daughter of Ptolemy, and make her his Queen 
inftead of the other, and entail his crown upon the male iflue of that mar- 
riage. And this agreement being ratified on both lides, for the full per- 
formance of it Antiochus put away Laodice, tho' fhe were k his fifter by the 
fame father, and he had two fons born to him by her : And Ptolemy car^ 
rying his daughter to Pelnfium, there put her on board his fleet, and failed 
with her to Seleucia, a fea-port town near the moutli of the river Orontes 
in Syria ; where having met Antiochus, he delivered his daughter to him, 
and the marriage was celebrated with great folemnity. And thus the 
King's daughter of the South came and was married to the King of the 
North', and by virtue of that marriage an agreement was made between thofe 
two Kings, according to the prophecy of the prophet 'Daniel (chap. xi. Jr. 
5-, 6.) For in that place by the King of the South is meant the King of Egypt* 
and by the King of the North the King of Syria ; and both are there fo 
called in refpeft of Judaa, which lying between thefe two countries hath 
Egypt on the South, and Syria on the North. For the fuller underftanding 
of this prophecy it is to be obferved, that the holy prophet after having 
ipoken of Alexander the Great {$ . 3.) and of the four Kings, among whom 
his empire was divided, (Sr. 4.) confines the reft of his prophecy in that 
chapter to two of them only, that is to the King of Egypt* and the King 
of Syria ; and firft he begins with that King of Egypt who firft reigned in 
that countrey after Alexander, that is "Ptolemy Soter, whom he calls King 
of the South, and faith of him that he fhould be Jirong and that he was 
fo, all that write of him do fufficiently teftify. For he had under him 
Egypt, Libya, Cyrene, Arabia, Palejiine, Cwle-Syria, molt of the mari- 
time provinces of leffer AJia, the ifland of Cyprm * feveral of the ifles of 
the Egean fea, now called the Archipelago, and fome cities alfo in Greece, 
as Sicyoti, Corinth, and others. And then the prophet proceedeth to fpeak 
of another of the four fucceflbrs (or Princes as he calls them) of Alexan- 
der, and he was Seleucus Nicator King of the North, of whom he faith , 
that hejhonld be Jirong above the King of the South, and have great domi- 
nion alfo above him ; that is greater than the King of the South. And that 
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he had fo appears from the large territories he was pofleffed of For he 
had under him all the countries of the eaft from mount Taurus to the ri- 
ver Indus, and feveral of the provinces of lefler Afia ; alfo from mount 
Taurus to the Egean fea ; and he had moreover added to them before his 
death Thrace and Macedon. And then in the next place {Si. 6.) he tells 
us of the coming of the King's daughter of the South after the end of fe- 
deral years to the King of the North, and the agreement, or treaty ofpeace^ 
-which Jhoitld thereon be made between thofe two Kings ; which plainly 
points out unto us this marriage of Berenice daughter to 'Ptolemy Thiladel- 
fhus King of Egypt with Antiochus Theus King of Syria , and the peace 
which was thereon made between them. For all this was exactly tranfaft- 
ed according to what was predicted by the holy prophet in this prophecy. 
After this the holy prophet proceeds thorough the reft of the chapter, to 
forelhew all the other moft remarkable events that were brought to pafs in 
the tranfactions of the fucceeding times of thefe two races of Kings till the 
death of Antiochus Epiphanes, the great perfecuter of xhejewijb nation; 
all which I lhall take notice of in the following feries of this hiftory, and 
apply them to the prophecy for the explication of it, as they come in my 
way. 

A*. 248. TTOLE MT being a curious collector of ftatues, drawings and pi&ures, 
Phn'adef- tnat were tne works of eminent artifts, as well as of" books, while he was 
phus 37. in Syria the laft year, faw there a ftatue of T>iana in one of her temples, 
which he was much taken with ; and therefore defiring it of Antiochus \ 
carried it with him into Egypt. But he had not been long returned thi- 
ther, e'er Arjinoe falling fick, dreamt that T>iana appeared to her, and told 
her, that the caufe of her ficknefs was, that Ttolemy had taken away her 
ftatue from the temple, where it had been confecrated to her. Whereon 
the ftatue was fent back again into Syria , and there replaced in the tem- 
ple, from whence it had been taken , and many gifts and oblations were 
added to appeafe the wrath of the goddefs ; but this did not at all 
help the fick Queen, for fhe foon after died of the ficknefs lhe had lan- 
guiflied under, and left Ttolemy in great grief for her lofs. For tho* flie 
were much older than he , and paft child-bearing when he married her, 
yet he doted on her to the laft ; and after her death did all that he could 
for her honour, calling feveral cities which he had built by her name, and 
erecting obelisks to her memory, and doing many other unufual things to 
exprefs the great affection and regard which he had for her. The moft re- 
markable of which was his attempting to erect a temple to her at Alexandria, 
in which it 01 was projected to build a dome, whole vault being all arch- 
ed with loadftone,. Ihould caufe an image of hers made of fteel there to 
hang in the. air in the middle of the dome, by virtue of the attractive qua^ 
lity of the loadftones. This defign was the contrivance of c Dinocrates a 
famous architect: of thofe times; and when it was laid before King Ttale- 
Tny, he was fo pleafed with it, that the work was forthwith begun under 
the direction of him that projected it. But whether it would take or no 
never came to the trial : For both Ttolemy and the architect: foon after 
TTyirig, this did put an end to the defign 1 fo that no experiment was made 
of what the loadftones could do in this cafe. It hath long gone current 
among many, that the body of Mahomet after his death being laid in an 



Libanius arat. xi. 



™ PUnius, lib. 34 cap. 14. 



4 



iron 



Book II. the O l d and New Te st am e nt. 6l 

iron coffin, was thus hung in the air by virtue of loadftones in the roof of 
the room where it was repofited ; but how fabulous this ftory is, I have 
already fhewn in the life of that impoftor. 

PTO LEMT after the death of Arjinoe did not long furvive her. For 247- 
being Originally of a tender conffitution, and having farther weaken'd if p*?'^"". 
■ by a luxurious indulgence, he cotold not bear the approach of age, nor phus 38. 
the grief of mind, which he fell under on the lofs of his beloved wife, but 
finking away under thefe burthens, dyed in his great clima&eric, the fixty 
third year of his life, after having reigned over Egypt 0 thirty eight years. 
He left behind him two fons and a daughter, which he had by Arjinoe the 
daughter of Lyjimachus his firfl wife. The eldeft of the two fons Was 
'Ptolemy Euergetes, who reigned after him ; the other was called Lyjima- 
chus, which was the name of his maternal grandfather. He was put to 
death by his brother for fome ihfurr£ction which he had made againit him. 
The daughter was Berenice, Who Was lately married to Antiochus Them 
King of Syria. 

PTOLEMT Philadelphm having been p a very learned Prince j and a 
great patron of learning* as well as a great collector of books ; many of 
thofe who were eminent for any part of literature, reforted to him from 
all parts, and partook of his favour and bounty. Seven celebrated poets 
of that age are efpecially faid to have lived in his court, four of which, 
Theocritus, Callimachus, Lycophron, and Aratm, have of their works flill 
remaining; and among thefe the firft of them hath an idyllium, and the 
fecond an hymn written in his praife. Manetho the Egyptian hiitorian 
dedicated his hiftory to him, * of which we have already fpoken. And Zoi- 
Im the fnarling critic 5 came alfo to his court. He had 1 written againit. Ho- 
mer, whom all befides highly valued and admired. And he had alfo criti- 
dtfed upon the works of other eminent writers in a very biting and de- 
tracting ftyle ; and from hence his name grew fo infamous, that it was af- 
terwards given by Way of reproach to all detractors ; and carping Zoilus 
became a proverbial expreflion Of infamy upon all fuch. Altho' his emi- 
nency this way was fo remarkable, that he excelled all men in it, yet this 
could not recommend him to King Ptolemy. How great foever his wit 
were, he hated him for the bitternefs and ill nature of it, and therefore 
would give him nothing ; and for the fame reafon having drawn on him 
the odium and averfion of all men, he at length dyed miferably ; fome fay 
he was ftofced, others that he was burnt to death, and others that' he Was 
crucified by King Ttolemy for a crime he had committed deferving of £haf 
puniflimertt. 

This King had alfo been a great builder of new cities,- and many old, 
ones he repaired, and gave new names to them ; and particularly two of 
this Ml fort were in Palejline. For there he rebuilt on the weft-fide of* 
that countrey Ace, ,v a famous' pott oft that coafl ? and oft the eafen-fide 
that ancient city which is fo oftea mentioned- ift fcriptirre by the name of* 
Rabbah of the children of Ammon. Ace he called from one of his names 
PtoIeMais, and Rabbah from the other of his names » Philadelphia. The 
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former of thefe is ltill in being, and having recovered its old name, is called 
Aeon, by which it is often mentioned, and is of very famous note in the 
hiltories of the holy war. The Turks at prefent name it w Acre. And he 
left fo many other monuments of his magnificence behind him in cities, in 
temples, and in other publick edifices built by him, that it afterwards grew 
into a proverbj when any work was erected with more than ordinary fumptu- 
oufnels, to call it Thiladelphian. 

But notwithstanding the great expencehe mult have been at in all this, 
he died poflefs'd of valt riches. For altho' x he had two great fleets, one 
in the Mediterranean, and the other in the Red fea, and maintained con- 
ftandy in pay an army of two hundred thoufand foot, and forty thoufand 
horfe, and had alfo three hundred elephants and two thoufand armed cha- 
riots, befides arms in his magazines for three hundred thoufand men more, 
and all other neceffary implements and engines'for war; yet he left in his 
treafury feven hundred and forty thoufand Egyptian talents in ready money, 
which being reduced to our money make a prodigious fum. For >' every 
Egyptian talent contained 7500 Attic drachms, which is 15-00 drachms 
more than an Attic talent. This Ihews how vaft his revenues mult have 
been, which he had the art to make the moft of. For it is z Appiarts charadt er 
of him, that as he was the moft fplendid and magnificent of all the Kings of 
his time in the laying out of his money, fo was he of all the moft intent and 
skilful in the gathering of it in. 
An. 246. ANTIOCHVS Them, as foon as he heard of the death of King Tto- 
Ptoicmy lemy 'Philadelphia his father-in-law, removed 3 Berenice from his bed, and 
Huerge- a g a i n * recalled unto him Laodice and her children. But Ihe knowing the 
unfteady and fickle humour of Antiochus, and therefore fearing that he 
might upon as light change of mind again recal Berenice, as he had her^ 
refolved to make ufe of the prefent opportunity to fecure the fucceflion 
to her fon. For by the late treaty with Ttolemy her children were to be 
dilinherited, and the crown to be fettled on the children which Berenice 
lhOuld bear unto him, and me already had one fon by him. For the effect- 
ing, of this defign b lhe procured Antiochus to be poifoned by his fervants ; 
and then on his death did put one Artemon that was very much like him 
into his bed , to perfonate him as fick, till lhe Ihould have brought her 
matters to bear ; who acling his part well* the death of the King was not 
known till, by orders forged in his name* her eld eft fon by him, Seleucus 
Callinicus, was fecured of the fucceflion ; and then the death of the King 
being publickly declared, Seleucus afcended the throne without any op- 
pofition, and fat in it twenty years. But Laodice not thinking him fafe in 
the poffeflion which he had thus taken of it , as long as Berenice and her 
fon lived, c defigns were laid to cut them both off ; which Berenice being 
informed of, lhe fled with her fon to Daphne, and there lhut her felf up 
in the Ajylum, which was built in that place by Seleucus Nicator. But Ihe 
being circumvented by the fraud of thofe, who by the appointment of 
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Laddice did there b'eliege her, firfl: her fori, and afterward flie her felf, 
were vittainbufiy ftairi, with all the Egyptian attendants that came with 
lief- And hereby #a's exacHy fulfilled what was foretold by the prophet 
Mantel concerning this marriage ; (chap. xi. f. 6.) that is, that neither 
he (that is Antiochm King of the North) nor jhe (that is Berenice daugh- 
ter of 'Ptolemy King of the South) Jhould continue in their pother ; but 
that he (that is f&ng Antidchus) Jhould fall, and that Jhe (that is Berenice) 
Being deprived of him thai fireitgtherid her, (that is of her father, who 
died' a little before) Jhould be given up with thofe that brought her, (that 
is that came with her out of Egypt) and her Jon, A whom Jhe brought forth, 
to be cut off arid destroyed ; and fo it happen'd to them all in the manner 
as I have related. 

While Berenice continued fhut up and befieged in 1>aphne, e the cities 
of lejfer Afia hearing of her diftrefs commiferated her cafe, and immedi- 
ately by a joint aflociation fent an army towards Ant'toch for her relief ; and 
( Ptolemy Euergeies her brother haften'd thither with a greater force out. 
of Egypt for the fame purpofe. But both Berenice and her fon were cut 
off before either of them could arrive for their help. Whereon both ar- 
mies turning their defire of faving the Queen and her fon into a rage fof 
the revenging of their death, the AJtan forces joined the Egyptian for the 
effe&ing of it , and Ttolemy at the head of both carried all before him ; 
for he not only 8 flew Laodice, but alfo « made himfelf mafter of all Syria 
and Cilicia,. and then palling the Etiphrates, brought all under him as far 
as Babylon and the river Tygris ; and would have fubjugated to him all 
the other provinces of the Syrian empire, but that a fedition arififig in 
Egypt during his abfence h called him back to fupprefs it. And therefore 
1 having appointed Antiochus and Xantippus, two of his generals, the for- 
mer of them to command the provinces he had taken on the Weft-fide of 
mount Taurus, and the other to command the provinces he had taken on 
the eaft-fide of it, he marched back into Egypt, carrying with him vaft 
tfeafures, which he had gotten together in the plunder of the conquered 
provinces. For k he brought from thence with him forty thoufand talents 
of filver,- a vaft number of precious veffels of filver and gold, and images 
alfo to the number of two thoufand five hundred, among which were rns*- 
ny of the Egyptian idols, which Cambyjes on his conquering Egypt car- 
ried thence into Terjia. Thefe "Ptolemy having reftored to their forrrifer 
temples on his return from this expedition , he thereby much endeared", 
himfelf to his people. For the Egyptians being then of all 'nations the moft 
Kgotted to their idolatrous worfliip, they highly valued this actton of tne'i£ 
King" in thus bringing back their gods again to them. And in acknowledge- 
ment hereof it was that he had the name ofEuefgefes (i. e. The Benefd&ofj 
given unto him by them. . And all this happen'd exactly as it was for-etolicfc 
by the prophet Ttaniel (chap. xi. 7, 8, 9.) For in that prophecy he telle 
us r that after the King's daughter of the South mould with Her fon and her 
attendants be cut off, and he that ftfengthen'd her in thbfe times (that U 
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her father, who was her chief fupport) fliould be dead, there Jbould one 
arife out of a branch of her roots in his eft ate; that is, Ptolemy Euergetes, 
who fpringing frorri the fame root with her, as being her brother, did Hand 
up in the eftate of 'Ptolemy Philadelphus his father, whom he fucceeded 
in his kingdom. And that he Jbould come with an army, and enter into 
the foftfejs of the King of the North, and prevail againB him, and Jhould 
carry captive into Egypt the gods of the Syrians , with their Princes, and 
•with their precious vejfels of Jilver and gold, and Jo floould come, and re- 
turn again into his own kingdom. And how exaftly all this was fulfilled, 
what is above related doth fufficiently fhew. It is faid alfo in the fame 
prophecy (#. 8.) That the King of the South, on his return into his king- 
dom, Jhould continue more years than the King of the North, and fo it 
happen'd. For Ptolemy Euergetes out-liv'd Seleucus Callinicus four years, 
as will be hereafter fliewn. 

Wh£ n Ptolemy Euergetes went on this expedition into Syria, 1 Berenice 
his Queen, out of the tender love (he had for him, being much concerned, 
becaufe of the danger which fhe feared he might be expofed to in this 
war, made a vow of confecrating her hair (in the finenefs of which it feems 
the chief of her beauty confifted) in cafe he returned again fafe and unhurt. 
And therefore oh his coming back again with fafety and full fuccefs, for 
the fulfilling of her vow flie cut off her hair, and offered it up in the tem- 
ple which Ptolemy Philddelphus had built to his beloved wife Arjinoe, on 
the promontory of Zephyrium in Cyprus, by the name of the Zephyrian 
Venui. But there a little after the confecrated hair being loft, or perchance 
contemptuoufly flung away by the priefts, and Ptolemy being much offend- 
ed at it, Cotton of Sdmos, a flattering mathematician then at Alexandria, to 
falve up the matter, and alfo to ingratiate himfelf with the King, gave out, 
that this hair was catched up into heaven ; and he there fhewed feven ftars 
near the tail of the lion, not till then taken within any conftellation, which 
he faid were the Queen's confecrated hair ; which conceit of his, other flat- 
tering aftrohomers following with the fame view, or perchance not daring 
to fay otherwife, hence Coma Berenices (i.e. the hair of Berenice) became 
one of the conftellations, and is fo to this day. Callimachus the poet, who 
as I have afore fhewn lived in thefe times, made an hymn upon this hair 
of Queen Berenice, a tranflation of which being made by Catullus, is flail 
extant among his poetical works. 

On King Ptolemy Euergetes^ return from this expedition, m he took 
Jerufalem in his way, and there by many facrifiees to the God of IJrael 
paid his acknowledgments for the victories he had obtained over the King 
of Syria ; chufing rather to offer up his thanks to him than to the gods 
of Egypt for them; the reafon of which very probably might be, that 
being ihewn the prophecies of Daniel concerning them, he inferred from 
thence, that he owed them only to that God whofe prophet had fo fuHy 
predicted them. 

An. 145-. As foon as Ptolemy was returned into Egypt, n Seleucus prepared a great 
Eu°er eI £- y fleet on the coafts of s y ria for tire reducing of the revolted cities of AJia% 
tes"f but he was no fooner put to fea, but meeting with a very violent ftorm, he 
loft all his {hips in it, fcarce any thing remaining of fo great a preparation, 
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befides himfelf, and fome few of his followers, that efcaped naked with 
him to land from this calamitous wreck. But this blow, how terrible fo- 
ever it might at firft appear, by a llrange turn of affairs did all in the re- 
fult prove to his advantage. For the revolted cities of Afia, (who, out of 
the abhorrence they had of him for the murther of Berenice and her fon, 
had gone over to Ttolenty) on their hearing of this great Iofs, thinking that 
murther to be fufficiently revenged by it, took compaflion of him, and re- 
turned again to him. 

By which fortunate revolution being again reftored to the belt part of M4- 
his dominions, ° he prepared a great army againft "Ptolemy for the recover- Eu^™* 
ing of the reft. But in this attempt he had no better fuccefs than in the tes" 86 
former. For being overthrown in battel by Ptolemy, he loft the greateft 
part of his army, and efcaped to Antioch from this mifadventure with as 
few of his followers as from the former ; whereon for the reftoration of 
his broken affairs he invited Antiochus his brother to join him with his 
forces, promifing him all the provinces in the lejfer Afia, that belonged to 
the Syrian empire, on this condition. He was then at the head of an ar- 
my in thofe provinces, and altho' then he were but fourteen years old, yet 
being of a forward and very afpiring fpirit, or elfe (as is molt probable) 
being conducted by others who were of this temper, he readily accepted 
of the propofal, and accordingly prepared for the accomplishing of it; but 
not fo much out of a defign of laving any part of the empire to his bro- 
ther, as to gain it all to himfelf. For he was of a very rapacious and gree- 
dy difpofition, laying his hands on all that he could get, right or wrongs 
whereon they called him Hierax, that is the hawk, becaufe that bird flies 
at all that comes in his way ; and takes every thing for good prey that it 
can lay its talons upon. 

After this fecond blow received by Seleucus, p the cities of Smyrna 
and Magnefia in lejfer Afia, out of the affection which they bore unto him, 
enter'd into a league to join all their power and ltrength for the fupport 
of his intereft and royal Majefty ; which they cauled to be engraven on a 
large column of marble. This very marble column is now Handing in the 
theater yard at Oxford, with the faid league engraven on it in Greek ca- 
pital letters Hill very legible ; from whence it was publilhed by me among 
the Marmora Oxonienfia about forty years fince. It was brought out of 
Afia by Thomas Earl of Arundel in the beginning of the reign of King 
Charles the firft ', and was given with other marbles to the uriiverfity of 
Oxford by Henry Duke of Norfolk his grandfon in the reign of King Charles 
the fecond. 

on his hearing that Antiochus was preparing to join Se- j„ 
leucus againft him, that he might not have to do with both at the famePtoiimj 
time, i came to agreement with Seleucus, and a peace was concluded be- Euei s e " 
tween them for ten years. 1 tes 4- 

However. Antiochus defifted not from his preparations, which Seleucus A „ 244 
now understanding to be made againft himfelf; 'marched over mount fau- Ptolemy 
rus to fupprefs him. The pretence for the war on Antiochus's part, was f uerge " 
the promife that Seleucus had made him of all his provinces in lejfer Afia " *' 
for his affiftanee againft Ptolemy. But Seleucus being delivered from that 
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war without his afliftance, thought himfelf not obliged to any thing by that 
premjfe. But Attt'fochits perfifting in his demand, and the other in his re- 
fufal, this brought the controverfy to the decifion of a battel between them. 
It was. fpught 5 near Aneyra in iejfer AJia, in which Seleucus being over- 
thrown , hardly efcaped with his life ; and it fared very little better with 
Antiochus : For having won this victory chiefly by the afliftance of the 
Galn 'mts, or Gauls of AJia, whom he had hired into his fervice, thefe 
barbarians, on a rumour fpread that Seleucus was flain in the battel, plotted 
the death of the other brother alfo ; reckoning, that in cafe both were 
cut off, all AJia would be theirs ; whereon Antiochus, having no other way 
to fave himfelf, redeemed his life by giving them all the treafure be had 
for the ranfom of it. 

ED ME NES, c King of Tergamus, making his advantage of thefe di- 
viiions, marched againft Antiochus and the Gauls with all his forces, pur- 
poling to fupprefs them both at once. This forced Antiochus to a new 
treaty with the Gauls, wherein he was content, inftead of being their ma- 
tter, to become their confederate, for the mutual defence of both ; but 
Eumenes falling on them before they could recruit themfelves, after the 
lplfes fuftained in the late battel at Ancyra, had an eafy victory over both> 
and thereon over-ran all the leffer AJia. 
p?oiemy EDMENES, after this viftory, giving himfelf up to much drinking, 
Euerge- " dy'd of the excefsi of it, after he had reigned twenty two years. He nav- 
ies 6. i B g no children of his own, was fucceeded in his kingdom by his coufin 
german, Attains, the fon of Attains, his father's younger brother; who 
being a wife and valiant Prince, w maintained himfelf in the acquifitions. 
of his family; and having wholly fubdued the Gauls* he. found Mrrifelf 
fo firmly eftablifhed in his dominions by it , that he thenceforth/ openly 
aiFumed. the title of King : For his predeceffbrs, thetjgh they had the 
thing, yet abttained from the name. Attains was the firft of that family 
that took it, upon the occafion that I have mentkm'd; and it was enjoy 'd 
by his poflerity with the dominions belonging to it to the third generation 
after him. 

While Etmenes and Attains after him thus curtailed the Syrian, empire 
on the wefl; fide, x Theodates and Arfaces did the lame on the eaft. For it be- 
ing reported that Seleucus had been flain in the battel of Ancyra* Arfaces 
thinking this an opportunity for him to enlarge himfelf, feized on Hyrca- 
nia, and adding that to Tarthia, eftabliflied his kingdom over both; and 
a little after Tbeodotus dying, he made a league with his fon of the fame 
name, who fucceeded him in BaBria, for their mutual defence, and there- 
by they both ftoengthen'd themfelves in the pofleffion< of what they had 
gotten. But notwithftanding all this, * the twohrothers. frill went on with 
their wars againft each other* without regarding, that while they were thus 
contending between themfelves for their father's empire, they loflzit by piece- 
meals to others, who were enemies to both. 



* Polyaenus, lib. 8. cap. 6i. Juftin. lib. 27, cap. 2. Athenseus, lib. 13. Plutarchus 

ZiMfiUi. t Juftin. lib. 27.. cap. 3. He there calls him King of Bithynia by miftake '> : Far there 
■was no King of Bithynia of that name at this time, as appears from Memnon in the excerptions of 
Phdtius, Cod. 234. u Athenxus, lib. 10. cap. 16. * Livius, lib. 33. Strabo, lib. 13. 

p. 624, Valefii excerpta ex Polybii libro 18. Suidas in vocfr ^AT?-^. Polyaout, lib. 4- cap* 19. 

* Juflin. lib. 41. cap. 4. y Juftin. lib. 27. cap. £ 
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Th 1 s war in the courfe of it was at length carry'd 2 into Mefopotamitiy 
and then moil likely happen'd the battel in Babylonia*, which Judas Mac- 
cabaus makes mention of in his fpeech to his army (1 Maccab. viii. zo.) in 
which, he faith, eight thoufand of the Babylonijh Jews, join'd with four 
thoufand Macedonians, vanquilhed the Galatians, and flew of their army 
an hundred and twenty thoufand men. For Babylonia, or the province 
of Babylon, was a part of Mejbpotamia. And Antiochus Hierax had the 
Galatians in confederacy with him ; and at this time a they are faid to have 
come in fuch great fwarms into the eaft, as to fill all Afia with their num- 
bers ; and that they did ufually let themfelves to hire in all wars, which in 
thofe times the eaftern Kings had one with another, thefe Princes thinking 
themfelves bell ftrengthen'd for victory, when they had the moft of them 
in their armies ; and that this Antiochus was aflifted by them in this war 
hath been already faid. 

But whether it were by this, or fome other victory, Seleucus had at A*.%ep. 
length the advantage in this war : So that Antiochus being vanquifli'd and P tolem y 
broken b , was forced to fhift from place to place with the few remains of t «" S< *~ 
his baffled party, till at laft being driven out of Mejbpotamia, and finding 
no other place where he could be fafe within the Syrian empire, he fled 
to AriarathesKing of Cappadocia, whofe daughter he had marry'd. But that 
King, notwithstanding the alliance and affinity he had contracted with him, 
foon growing weary of maintaining an exul, who could bring no advantage 
to him, order'd him to be cut off. But while meafures were taking for the 
executing hereof, Antiochus getting notice of the defign, efcaped from 
thence into Egypt, chufing rather to put himfelf into the hands of Ptole- 
my the profefled enemy of his family, than truft himfelf upon any terms 
with his brother, whom he was confcious he had fo much offended, and 
he fared not at all the better for it : For as foon as he arrived at Egypt, 
'Ptolemy caus'd him to be clapp'd up in fafe cuftody, in which he kept 
him confin'd feveral years ; till at length having broken out of prifon by 
the afliltance of a curtezan, whom he was familiar with, as he was mak- 
ing his efcape out of Egypt, he fell among thieves, and was flain by 
them. 

In the interim King 'Ptolemy Euergetes enjoying full peace, apply'd him- An ™ 
felf to the cultivating of learning in his kingdom, and the enlarging of his Ptolemy 
father's library at Alexandria with all manner of books for the fervice off ue g ge ' 
this defign. The method which he took for the collecting of them, c hath " ' 
been already mention'd ; and the care of an able library-keeper being Very 
necefTary, both for the making of a good choice of books in the collection, 
and alfo for the preferring of them for the ufe intended, on the death of 
Zenodotus, who d from the time oi Ptolemy Soter, the grandfather of the 
prefent King, had the keeping of the royal library at Alexandria, Euerge- 
tes £ invited Eratojihenes from Athens (where he was in great reputation 
for his learning) to take this charge upon him. He was by his birth a 



* Trogus in prologo 27 Polysnus Stratagem, lib. 4. cap. 17. » Juftin. fieakwg of the 

Gauls srGalat.ans, hath thefe words; Gallorum ei tempedate tant* fcecunditatis inventus fuit, ut 
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Gyrenian, and had been fcholar to Callimachus his countreyman, and was a 
perfon of univerfal knowledge, and is often quoted as fuch by 'Pliny, Stra- 
bo, and others. And therefore they are miftaken, who finding him called 
Beta (i. e. the fecond ) think he had that name to denote him a fecond- 
rate man among the learned. By that appellation was meant no more than 
that he was f the fecond library-keeper of the royal library at Alexandria 
after the firfl founding of it. As to his skill in all manner of learning, he 
was fecond to none of his time, 6 as the many books he wrote did then 
fufficiently make appear, tho' now not extant. That which at prefcnt we 
are molt beholden to him for, is a catalogue which he hath given us of all 
the Kings that reigned at Thebes in Egypt, with the years of their reigns 
from Alettes, or Mifraim, who firft planted Egypt after the flood , down 
to the time of the Trojan war. It contains a feries of thirty eight Kings 
reigning in a direcl line of fucceflion one after the other, and it is ftill ex- 
tant h in Syncellus. Our learned countreyman , Sir John Marjham hath 
made good ufe of it in fettling the Egyptian chronology. It is one of the 
nobleft and mofl venerable monuments of antiquity that is now extant ; 
for it was k extracted out of the ancientefl records of that countrey at the 
command of Ttolemy Euergetes ; and there is nothing in profane hiltory that 
begins higher. It's probable this extract was made to fupply the defect of 
Manet ho, whofe catalogue of the Thebean Kings in Egypt doth not begin 
but where this of Eratofthenes ends. 
An. 136. SE LEU CDS being delivered from the troubles created him by his 
Euerge- brother, and having repaired the diforders at home, which that war had 
tes 11. occafion'd, 1 marched eaftward to reduce thofe that had revolted from him 
in thofe parts ; but he had very lame fuccefs in this undertaking ; for Arfa- 
ces having now had a long time allowed him to fettle himfelf in his ufurpa- 
tions, had made himfelf too ftrong in them to be again eafily difpoflefled ; 
and therefore Seleucus having in vain attempted it in this expedition, was 
forced to return with baffle and difappointment. Perchance a longer ftay 
in thofe parts might have opened him a way to better fuccefs ; but fome 
commotions m arifing at home during his abfence, he was forced to return 
to fupprefs them. In the interim Ar faces made ufe of the farther refpite 
hereby given him, fo to ftrengthen and eftablifh himfelf in his ufurped do- 
minions, that he became fuperior to all attempts that were afterwards made 
to difturb him. 

An. 230. However, Seleucus, as foon as he had leifure from his other affairs, made 
Euerge- 7 a f econ( l expedition againfl him, but with much worfe fuccefs than he had 
tes 17. in the former : For his ufualill fortune here purfuing him, he was not on- 
ly overthrown by Ar faces in a great battel, but was alfo himfelf n taken pri- 
foner in it. The day on which Ar faces gained this victory, was long after 
0 annually obferved by the Tarthians with great folemnity, as being, in their 



f Marcianus Heracliotes, who tells us of this name given to Eratofthenes , faith, he was called fo 
by the prefident of the Mufaeum at Alexandria, which is a manifefl argument, that he was called fo 
only in refpeH of the office which he bore in that Mufseum, in being the fecond library-keeper of the li- 
brary belonging to it in fucceffion after Zenodotus, who was the firfl. g De libris ab eo fcriptis 
vide Voffium de hiftoricis Grsecis, lib. i. c. 17. h A pagina 91 ad paginam 147. 

' In canone chronico. k Syncellus, p. 91. & p. 147. 1 Judin. lib. 41. cap. 4. 

Juftin. lib. 41. cap. f. n Athenseus, lib. 4. cap. 13. That it was in a fecond expedition 

that Seleucus was taken prifoner by Arfaces, appears from this, that Juftin tells us he returned from 
the firfl expedition to quell infurrecJions at home, raifed there againfl bim in his abfence, lib. 41 . cap. f . 

0 Juftin. lib. 41. c. 4. 
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opinion, the firlt day of their freedom ; whereas in truth it was the firit 
of their flavery. For there was never any greater tyranny in the world 
than that of the Parthian Kings, under which they thenceforth fell. The 
Macedonian yoke would have been much eafier to them, had they ftill con- 
tinued under it. From this time Arfaces took on him the title of King, and 
founded that empire in the eaft, which afterwards grew up to be fo great and 
powerful as to become a terror even to the Romans, who were a terror to all 
elfe. From him all that reigned after him in that empire, p in honour of 
him, took the name of Arfaces, in the fame manner as all the Kings of Egypt 
after Ptolemy Soter took the name of "Ptolemy, as long as thofe of his race 
continued to reign in that countrey. 

1ONIAS the High-prielt of the Jews tf. Jerufalem growing very old, An. 226. 
and increafing in covetoufnefs with his age, and being alfo a very weak and g^g™/ 
inconfiderate man, negleefed to pay to King 'Ptolemy Euergetes the ufual tes 21. 
tribute of twenty talents , which had conftantly been paid by the former 
High-priefts his predecefiors, as the ftated tribute annually due to the Kings 
of Egypt from them. And the arrears now growing high, the King fent 
Athenion, one of his court, to Jerufalem, to demand of the Jews the mo- 
ney, and to require full payment of it forthwith to be made, threatning, 
that in cafe this were not immediately complied with, he would fend his 
foldiers to difpofTefs them of their countrey, and divide it among them. 
On the arrival of Athenion at Jerufalem with this mefTage, the whole city 
Was put into a great fright, as not knowing what courfe to take for the 
appeafing of the King's wrath, and the delivering of themfelves from the 
danger that was threaten'd. At this time r there was a young man of great 
reputation among the Jews for his prudence , and juitice, and fanctity of 
life, called Jofeph, who was nearly related to Onias ; for he was the fon 
of Tobias, a prime man of that nation, by a Mer of his. Jofeph being 
abfent at his feat in the countrey, when this meflenger came to Jerufa- 
lem, his mother took care to fend him an account of what had happen'd ; 
whereon coming immediately to Jerufalem, he very feverely upbraided his 
uncle with his ill management of the publick intereft of the people, as thus, 
for the faving of his money to expofe them to fuch danger : (For in thofe 
times the High-prieft was the chief governor in all the temporal affairs, as 
well as the ecclefiaflical of that nation.) And he farther told him, that things 
being brought to this pafs by his ill conduct, there was no other way to be 
taken for the remedy, but for him to go to the Egyptian court, and there 
endeavour by his application to the King to make up the matter. But 
Onias, by the dulnefs of his temper, as well as by his age, wanting vigour 
for fuch an undertaking, utterly declined it, telling his nephew, that he 
would quit his ifation both in church and ftate, rather than put himfelf 
upon that journey ; whereon Jofeph defired that the matter might be com- 
mitted to him, and he would go to the King in his ftead; which Onias 
readily conferring to, Jofeph went up unto the temple, and there call'd 
together the people (for the outer court of the temple was the ufual place 
for the aflembling of the people on all occafions) and acquainted them of 
his having undertaken, by the appointment of Onias, to go ambaflador 
from them to the King on their behalf; and if they thought fit to approve 



P Juftin. lib. 41. c. s- q Jofephus antiq. lib. 12. cap. 3. ' Jofephus antiq. lib. rz. 
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hereof, he defired them no longer to difturb themfelves with fears ; for 
he doubted not, but that, on his accefs to the King, he fhould be able to 
fet all right again with him. At which the people much rejoicing, gave him 
great thanks for what he had propofed to do for them, and earneftly de- 
fired hira to proceed in it. Hereon he immediately went to rind out Athe- 
nion, and having gotten him to his houfe, and there entertained him as 
long as he tarried at Jerufalem with a very kind and fplendid hofpitality ; 
and having alfo at his departure prefented him with feveral very valuable gifts, 
he fent him away fully engaged to make as fair a reprefentation to the King 
as the cafe would bear ; and at the fame time allured him, that he would 
forthwith follow after him to the Egyptian court, there to give the King 
full fatisfhclion as to the matter which he had fent him about. Athenion 
returned to Alexandria exceedingly well pleafed with the kind and obliging 
entertainment which he had from Jofeph, and fo much taken with the pru- 
dent behaviour , and noble deportment, which he obferved in him, that 
on his making his report to the King of his embally, and his telling him 
of the intentions of Jofiph the High-prielt's nephew fpeedily to attend 
him for the giving of him full fatisfadtion, he took occafion to fet forth his 
character with fo great advantage, as made the King very defirous of fee- 
ing him, and fully prepared to receive him with all manner of favour and 
refpecls. As foon as the amballador was gone from Jerufalem, Jofiph 
having taken up of the bankers of Samaria twenty thoufand drachms, which 
amounted to about feven hundred pound of our money, and thereby pro- 
vided himfelf with an equipage to appear at the Egyptian court, he fet out 
for Alexandria, and having, on the way thither, chanced on the road to 
fall in with feveral of the chief nobility of Ccele-Syria and Thanicia, who 
were travelling to the fame place, he joined company with them in the 
remaining part of the journey. Their bufinefs thither was to farm of the 
King his revenues of thofe provinces ; and having provided themfelves w^th 
very fplendid equipages to make the better appearance at Ttolemfs court, 
they laughed at Jofiph for the meannefs of his, and made it the fubject of 
their fport for the moft part of the way as they went. Jofeph bore all 
this with patience, but in the mean time accurately obferving the difcourfe 
which they had with each other about their bufmefs, he got thereby fuch 
an infight into it, as put him in a condition to laugh at them ever after. 
On their arrival at Alexandria they found the King was gone to Memphis ; 
Jofiph alone haften'd thither after him, and had the good fortune to meet 
him on the road returning to Alexandria, while Athenion was with him 
and his Queen in the fame chariot. As foon as Athenion had efpy'd him* 
he pointed him out to the King, telling him, that this was the young man, 
Onias\ nephew, of whom he had fpoken fo much to him. Whereon the 
King called him to him, and took him into his chariot ; and having talked 
to him of the ill ufage of Onias towards him in not paying him his tribute, 
Jofiph excufed his uncle by reafon of his age and weaknefs in fo handfome 
a manner, as not only fatisfy'd the King, but alfo raifed in him fo good 
an opinion of the advocate, that he took him into his particular favour ; 
and on his arrival at Alexandria ordered him to be lodged in the palace, 
and to be there maintained at his own table. And Jofeph afterwards did 
him that fervice, as made him fuflicient recompence for it: For when the 
day was come, whereon the King ufed annually to let to farm the revenues 
of the feveral provinces of his empire, and they were fet up in their order 
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byway of au&ion for the higheft bidder; and the higheft which the Syrian 
and Phcenicians, who had been Jofeplfs fellow-travellers into Egypt, would 
bid for the provinces of C&le-Syria, Phoenicia, Judaa, and Samaria, 
amounted to no more than eight thoufand talents : Jofeph knowing from 
the difcourfe which they had with each other on the road, while he tra- 
velled with them, that they were worth more than twice as much, blamed 
them for beating down the King's revenues to fo low a price, and offered 
upon them double as much, bidding fixteen thoufand talents for thofe 
provinces over and above the forfeitures : For he propofed to give fo much 
for the ordinary revenues only, and to return all the forfeitures befides in- 
to the King's treafury, which ufed before to belong to the farmers. Pto- 
lemy liked very well the advancing of his revenues by lb large an augmen- 
tation, but doubting the ability of the bidder to make good his propofal, 
asked him what fecurity he would give him for it ; Jofeph very facetiouily 
reply'd, that he would give him the fecurity of perfons beyond all excep- 
tion ; and when bid to name them, he named the King and the Queen to 
be bound to each other for the faithful performance of what he under- 
took ; the King laughed at the pleafantnefs of the anfwer, was fo taken 
with it, that he trufted him upon his own word, without any other fecu- 
rities. Whereon Jofeph having borrowed five hundred talents at Alexan- 
dria, and fatisfy'd the King as to his uncle's arrears, was admitted to the 
trull of being the King's receiver-general of all his revenues in the provin- 
ces above-mentioned ; and having received a guard of two thoufand men, 
at his defire, for the fupporting of him in the execution of his office, he 
immediately left Alexandria to enter on it. On his arrival ztAskeh7i, and 
there demanding the King's duties, they not only refined payment, but 
aUb affronted him with rude and opprobrious language ; whereon having 
commanded his Ibldiers to take up twenty of the ringleaders, he executed 
exemplary juftke upon them, and fent their forfeited eftates to the King, 
amounting to a thoufand talents: And he having done the like at Scytho- 
polis, another city in Paleftine, where he was refilled in the fame manner, 
the example which he made of thefe two places fo terrified all the reft, 
that after this every where elfe the gates were opened to him, and all paid 
him the King's dues without any more refufal or oppofition : Of which he 
having given the King a full account, the prudence and fteadinefs of his 
conduct met withfuch thorough approbation, thathecontinued in this office 
under 'Ptolemy Emrgetes, and Ptolemy "Ph'dopator his fon, two and twen- 
ty years, till Ptolemy Epiphanes the fon of ' Thilopatcr loll thofe provinces 
to Antioehfis the Great, King of Syria, in the firft year of his reign. For 
there I place the end of the two and twenty years, which Jofephus affigns 
him for his continuance in this office, and not in the end of his life, as 
ttioft others <k>. For the fame Jofephus tells us, that he was a 5 young 
man When he firft undertook it ; and in another place, that -he was c very 
Old when he Sent Hyrcattus his fon into Egypt, which was fome time be- 
fore his death. But two and twenty years was too ftort a time from be- 
ing young to grow very old : For fuppofing him to have -been thirty when 
neurit became tax-gatherer for the King of Egypt in Syria and Paleftine, 



* JoiephusV words are, that he then was f 'iti ? Antiq. lib. 1 2. cap. 4. 
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two and twenty more would make him but fifty two, and he could not be 
faid to be old at that age* and much lefs at any time before it. Ccele- 
Syria and Talejiine had been again reflored to Ttolemy Epiphanes, on his 
marrying Cleopatra the daughter of Antiochus the Great ; and after that 
it was, that Jofeph having been again reftored to his office of tax-gatherer 
in thofe provinces, fent Hyrcanus into Egypt to congratulate the King on 
the birth of his eldett fon, he being then too old, as u Jofephus tells us, to 
go himfelf. Allowing the twenty two years of Jofeph's office of tax-ga- 
therer in Ccele-Syria and Taleftine for the King of Egypt, to end on An~ 
tiochus's taking thofe provinces from Ttolemy Epiphanes, and that on their 
being again reftored to him, Jofeph was again reftored to his office, and 
dy'd in it about the beginning of the reign of Seleucus c Philopator irt Syria, 
this will falve all difficulties in the hiftory which Jofephus gives us of this mat- 
ter. That his life could not end with thefe two and twenty years hath 
been already fliewn, for he was an old man before he dy'd ; and where 
then can the end of thefe two and twenty years of his office be better 
placed, than where ended in thofe provinces the authority of the King of 
Egypt, under which he held it ? And this ending of thefe two and twen- 
ty years tell us where they did begin ; and that they could not begin fooner 
than where I have faid, the age of Onias fufficiently proves. For the hi- 
ftory w of Jofephus tells us, it was when he was grown very old, which rauft 
determine us to the latter end of his life, and it was but eight years before 
his death where I place it. They who put the beginning of thefe twenty two 
years higher up, or end them with the end of Jofeph\ life (as moft chrono- 
rogers do both) can never make Jofephus confiftent with himfelf, in that re- 
lation which he hath given us of this whole matter. 

SELEDCDS having continued a prifoner in Tarthia till this time, 
* there dy'd of a fall from his horfe, as he was riding abroad. Athenaus * 
tells us, that Arfaces maintained him royally during his captivity ; but that 
he releafed him (as fome will have it) doth not any where appear. Jujiin 
tells us, that he dy'd in the manner as I have related, .being z then in ba- 
nifhment, and having loft his kingdom, which can be underftood no other- 
wife, than of the banifhment and lofs of reigning, which he fuftained 
by being held in captivity by this Tarthian King, till he dy'd in it. His 
wife was Laodice the filter of Andromachus, one of the generals of his ar- 
mies ; by her he had two fons and a daughter ; the fons were Seleucus and 
Antiochus, the daughter he marry'd to Mitridates King of Tontus, with 
whom he gave Thrygia to him in dower. 
An. 22j\ SE LED CDS being the eldeft of the two fons, * fucceeded him in 
Ptolemy the throne , and took the name of Ceraunus, i. e. the Thunderer, a title 
feVIT w ^ ich ver y little became him: For he was a very weak Prince in body, 
mind and purfe, and never did any thing worthy of that name : His reign 
was very fliort, and his authority low, both in the army and the provinces, 
and that he was fupported in either, was owing to his kinfman Achaus y 
the fon of Andromachus b his mother's brother ; who being a wife and 
valiant man, regulated and guided his affairs, as well as the fhatter'd ftate his 



« Antiq. ibidem. w Antiq. ibidem. * Jfuftin. lib. 27. cap. 3. y Lib. 4. cap. 13. 

* Seleucus amiflb regno, equo prsecipitatus finitur. Sic fratres quafi germanis cafibus exules 
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father left them in, would admit. As to Andromachus, he having been 
taken prifoner by Ttolemy in the wars which he had with Callinicus, was 
detained a prifoner at Alexandria during all this reign, and fome part of the 
next, till at length the Rhodians, to gain favour with Achaus, got him re- 
leafed, and fent him to him, while he reigned in kjfer Afia. 

ATT A LDS, King of Tergamus, c having poffefled himfelf of all lefi £*• "4 
fer Afia from mount Taurus to the Helle/pont, Seleucus marched with an Eu° rge- y 
army againfl him, le&v'mgHermias, zCarian, his lieutenant in Syria during 23. 
his abfence. Achaus his kinfman accompanied him in this expedition, 
and ferved him in it, as well as the circumftances of his affairs would 
admit. 

But money being wanting to pay the army,, and the weaknefs of the^»-"3- 
King rendring him contemptible to the fold iers, A Nicauor and Apaturius, Euerge-* 
two of his chief commanders, confpired againfl him, while he lay in Thry- t« 24. 
gia, and by poilbn put an end to his life. But Achaus being then in the 
army, revenged his death by cutting off the traiterous authors of it, with 
all that were concerned with them in the treafon. And afterward ma- 
naged the army with that prudence and refolution, that he not only kept 
all there in order, but alfo prevented Attalus from reaping any advantage 
from this accident, which otherwife might have ruin'd the whole intereft 
of the Syrian empire in thofe parts. Seleucus dying without children, the 
e army offered Achaus the crown, and feyeral of the provinces concurred 
with them herein. But he then generoufly refufedit, though he was after- 
wards in a lefs favourable juncture forced to affume it in his own defence, 
having then no other way left to fecure himfelf againfl the defigns which 
the miniflers at court had there contrived for his ruin., , At prefent, inflead 
of taking it to himfelf, he carefully preferred it for the next lawful fuc- 
cefTor, Antiochus, the brother of the late deceafed King, who was then a 
minor not exceeding the fifteenth year of his age. When Seleucus march- 
ed into the lejjer Afia, he fent him to Babylonia to be f there educated; 
and there he was at the time of Seleucus's death. From whence being s fent 
for to Antioch, he there afcended the throne after his brother, and fate on 
it thirty fix years. By reafon of the many great aftions done by him, he 
had the firname of Magnus (i. e. the Great.) Achaus, the better to fecure 
him in the fucceflion, fent part of the army, which followed Seleucus, to 
him into Syria under the command of Epigenes, one of the moil: expe- 
rienced commanders of the late King ; the reft he retained with him in the 
lejfer Afia for the fupport of the Syrian intereft in thofe parts. 

ANTIOCHVS, 11 on the firft fettling of his kingdom, fent Molon and 
Alexander, two brothers, into the eaft, making the former governor of |S£ e ™ y 
Media, and the other governor of Terfia. All the provinces of leffer Afia teHf 
he committed to the charge of Achaus. Epigenes he made general of the 
forces which he kept about him, and retained Hermias the Carian to be 
his chief minifter of ftate in the fame ftation which he held under his bro- 
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ther. Achate foon recovered 1 all that Attains had wrefted from the Syrian 
empire, and reduced him within the harrow limits of his own kingdom of 
Tergamus. But ^Alexander and Motion defpifing the youth of the King, 
as foon as they were fettled in the provinces which they were fent to go- 
vern, rebelled againft him, and fet up for themfelves, each declaring him- 
felf Sovereign of the countrey he had taken polTellion of. 

While thefe things were a doing there happened a very violent earth- 
quake in the eaft, which made great devaluations in thofe parts, efpecially 
in Carta, and the ifland of Rhodes. In the latter, 1 it threw down not on- 
ly the walls of the city of Rhodes, and their houfes, but alfo the great Co- 
lojfm there erecled in the mouth of their harbour, which was one of the 
feven wonders of the world. It was m a' prodigious flatue of brafs there 
ere&ed to the fun of feventy cubits, or one hundred and five foot in height, 
and every thing elfe of it was in proportion hereto. Demetrius Toliorcetes 
having for a whole year befieged the city of Rhodes, without being able 
to take it, at length being wearied out with fo long lying there, was con- 
tent to make peace with them, as I have already related in the 8 th ' book of 
the firfl part of this hiftory. On his departure thence, he left the 1 Rhodi- 
ans all his engines and other preparations of war, which he had there pro- 
vided for the carrying on of that fiege. Thefe the Rhodians afterwards 
fold for three hundred talents; with which money, adding other fums 
thereto, they ere&ed this Colojfm. The artificer that made it n was Chares 
of Lindus, who was twelve years in compleating the work ; and fixty fix 
years after it was thrown down by this earthquake. It was begun there- 
fore to be made in- the" year before Chriji 300, it was finiflied in the year 
2.88, and overthrown in- the year in. On this accident the Rhodians 0 fent 
abroad ambafladors a begging to all the princes and ftates of the Grecian 
name or original, who exaggerating their lofles, procured valt fums for 
the repairing of them, efpecially from the Kings of Egypt, Macedon, Sy- 
ria, Tontus, and Bithynia, which above five times exceeded the value of 
their damages. And when they had got the money, inftead of fetting up 
the Coloffus again (for which moft of it was given) p they pretended an ora- 
cle from Delphos that forbad it, and put the whole fum into their own 
pockets; whereby they- very much enriched themfelves. So this Coloffus 
lay where it fell without being any more erected, and there was let lye 894 
years; till at length, in the year of our Lord 671, 1 Moawias , the fixth 
Caliph or Emperor of the Saracens, having taken Rhodes, fold the brafs to 
a Jewifh merchant, who loaded with it nine hundred camels ; and there- 
fore allowing eight hundred pound weight to every camel's burthen, the 
brafs of this Coloffus, after the wafte of fo many years by the rufl: and wear 
of the brafs it felf, and the purloinings and imbezzlements of men, amount- 
ed to feven hundred and twenty thoufand pound weight. 

Toward the end of this year 1 died 'Ttolemy Euergetes, King of Egypt, 
after he had reigned over that kingdom twenty five years : He was the laft 
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King of that race that s govern'd himfelf with any temper or virtue, all that 
after fucceeded being monfters of luxury and vice. After having made 
peace with Syria, he moftly apply'd himfelf to the enlarging of his domi- 
nions fouthward ; and he ' extended them a great way down the Red fea, 
making himfelf mafter of all the coafts of it both on the Arabian, as well 
as the Ethiopian lide, even down to the ftreights, through which it dif- 
chargeth it felf into the fouthern ocean. 

O n his death he was fucceeded 11 by Ttolemy Thilopator his fon, w a molt An. m . 
profligate and vicious young Prince. He was fuppofed to have x made 
away his father by poifon, and he had not been long on the throne, eVe he tor i . ' 
added to that parricide the murther >' of his mother, and of Magas his bro- 
ther ; and a little after followed the death of Clcomenes King of Sparta, 
occafion'd by the fame meafures of wickednefs and barbarity. 2 He hav- 
ing been vanqiiiflied and driven out of Greece by Antigotms, King of Ma- 
cedon, fled to Ttolemy Euergetes, and was kindly received by him; but 
that King a little after dying-, he had not that favour from his fucceflbr; 
however, being looked upon as a perfon of great wifdom and fagacity, 
Sojibius, who was Tbilopator's chief minifler of ftate, thought fit to com- 
municate to him his mailer's defign of cutting off Magas his brother, and 
to ask his advice about it ; which Cleomenes having difluaded him from, 
and given fome reafons for it, which much difpleafed Sojibius, occaiion 
was taken from another matter to call: him into prifon ; from whence hav- 
ing gotten loofe, and gathered his friends and followers together, who 
came with him from Sparta, he took the advantage of Ttolemy s being ab- 
fent from Alexandria, to call and excite the people to afliime their liber- 
ty, and free themfelves from the tyranny which they were then under; but 
not fucceeding in this attempt, he flew himfelf in the ftreets of the city, as 
did alfo all the reft that were with hinv. Tlutarch, in his life of Cleomenes, 
hath given us a full narrative of this matter, and fo alfo hath Tolybim in 
the fifth book of his hiftory. 

ANTIOCHUS ' taking the advantage of Euergetes\ death * and the 
fuccefiion of fo voluptuous and profligate a Prince after him* thought it a 
proper time for him to attempt the recovery of Syria ; and Hermias his 
prime minifter prefled hard for his going in perfon to this war, contrary 
to the opinion of Epigenes his general, who thought it chiefly concerned 
him to fupprefs the rebellion of Alexander and Molon in the eaft ; and 
therefore advifed him to march immediately in perfon with the main of 
his army for the fubduing of thofe rebels, before they mould gather great- 
er ftrength in the revolted provinces againft him. But the opinion of Her- 
mias taking place, Antiocbus marched towards Ccele-Syria with one part of 
his army, and fent Zeno and Theodotus Hermiolius, two of his generals, with 
the other to fupprefs the rebels. While he was on his march towards 
Ccele-Syria, being arrived at Seleucia near Zeugma, there b was brought thi- 
ther to him Laodice the daughter of Mitbridates King of Toutus to be his 
wife, which caufed his flay for fome time in that place to celebrate the 
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nuptials; But the joy of his marriage was foon interrupted by ill news from 
the eaft. For c his generals there being over-power'd by the joint forces 
of Alexander and Melon, were forced to retire * and leave them matters 
of the field. Hereon Antiochtis inclining to the advice given by Epigenes, 
refolved to defift from his expedition into dele-Syria, and march diredtly 
with all his forces into the eaft for the fupprefling of this rebellion, before 
it mould grow to any greater head. But d Hermias perfifting in his former 
opinion for the fake of fome private views of his own, which he had there- 
in, overbore all oppofition to it, and prevailed with the King to fend ano- 
ther general with more forces into the eaft, and proceed himfelf in his for- 
mer intended expedition into Cosle-Syria. The general fent into the eaft 
was Xinatas an Achaan, whofe commiflion was to join the forces which 
were there before under the two former generals, and take upon him the 
chief- command of the whole army. But he came off with worfe fuccefs 
than thofe whom he fucceeded : For e palling the Tigris, he was there 
drawn into a fnare, and circumvented by a ftratagem of the enemies, and 
he, and all the forces that paffed with him, were cut off and deftroyed ; 
whereon the rebels made themfelves matters of the province of Babylotiia, 
and almoft all Mefopotamia, withbut any oppoiition. In the interim { An- 
tioebus proceeding in his expedition into Ceele-Syria; penetrated as far as 
the valley- which lieth between the two ridges of mountains called Libanus 
and- Antilibanus ;< but there he found the paffes of thofe mountains fo well 
fortify'di and fuch refiftance made in them by Tbeodotus an JEtolian, who 
was -there governor for 'Ptolemy, that he was forced to retreat without 
making any farther progrefs that way. Arid the ill news, which he had by 
this time received,, of the lofs of Xinatas and his army in the eaft, haften'd 
his; return. For now s being fully convinced, that he had nothing elfe to 
do, but to follow the advice which Epigehes had at rirft given him, and march 
in perfon againft the rebels: And all elfe about him being of the fame opi- 
nion, he fully refolved on it, and Hermias durft not fay any more againft 
if. r But to be revenged on ' Epigenes for thwarting his defigns herein, he 
did "by forged letters fix a plot of treafon upon him, and caufed him to be 
cut off "for it : In the interim Antidchus, tho' the year was now far fpent, 
■p&Sfed' the- Euphrates; and having.thefe joirfdhis other forces, that he might 
be the hearer at hand for action the next fpring, he put his army into winter- 
quarters in thofe parts, and there waited the proper feafon for the begin- 
ning Of the war. - . \ ' 
A».z2o. - And as foon as that approached, h he marched diredtly to the Tigris, 
Ph°/ em - naVm S paffed that river, forced Mblon to a battel ; wherein he got 
tor °. Pa " fueh an- entire victory over him, that the rebel finding his caufe abfolutely 
loft; out of defpair flew himfelf. Atexander was then abfent in Terjia, 
but Nico las, another brother, efcaping from the battel, brought him the 
ill news thither ; -whereon they flew fir ft their mother , then their wives 
smd children, and laftly themfelves; that? fo they might avoid falling into the 
hands of the conqueror, And'thus ended the. rebellion (as it is to be wifli- 
ed all rebellions might end) in a moft calamitous deftruftion of all that were 
concerned in it. 
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• After this victory 1 the remains of the conquered army fubmitted to 
the Kins, who after a fevere reprimand upon them for their rebellion, re- 
ceived them to pardon, and ordered them into Media, under the com- 
mand of thofe whom he fent to regulate the affairs of that province ; and 
then returning to Seleucia ori the Tigris 9 there continued for fome time, 
to sive his orders for the refettling of his authority in the revolted pro- 
vinces and reducing of all things again in them to their former order; 
which'having effected by fuch proper inftruments as he thought fit to em- 
ploy herein, he marched againft the Atropatians, a people inhabiting on 
the weft of Media, in the countrey now called Georgia; k Artabazes their 
King being then a very old man, and grown decrepit with age, was fo ter- 
rified on the approach of Antiochus with his victorious army, that he fent 
ambaffadors' to make his fubmiffion, and agreed to peace with him on his 
own terms. 

B v this time Hermias, through his infolence and haughty conduct, 1 grow- 
ing intolerable to his mailer, as well as to all elfe, Apollophanes the King's 
phyfician, Who had at all times his ear on the occafions of his health, took 
the advantage' of it to reprefent unto him the danger he was in from this 
Minifter ; ' telling hinv that it was time for him to look to himfelf, and take 
care' that he 'did not meet with the fame fate as his brother did in Thrygia, 
arid be cut 1 off by thofe he moil confided in: That it was manifeft, Her- 
mias waslayirig defigns for himfelf; and that no time was any longer to 
be loft for the preventing of them. Antiochus, who had the fame fenti- 
merits with his phyfician, but had hitherto fuppreffed them out of diffi- 
dence to whom to communicate them, very gladly received the propofal, 
arid 'immediately enter'd on meafures for the ridding himfelf of this odious 
arid 1 dangerous -minifter? and accordingly as it had been concerted, having 
drawn him off from the army to accompany him on a walking abroad to 
take the 1 air, as was pretended, for his health, as foon as he had thus de- 
coyed him-at a convenient diftance from all that might give him any affi- 
ftarice^'he Ordered him to be cut off by thofe that attended him ; which 
was much to the fatisfaction of all the provinces of the Syrian empire. For 
he being : a man of great cruelty, pride and infolence, managed all things 
with feverity and -violence, bearing no contradiction to his fentiments, or 
oppofitionto any thing he would have done, or fuffering anyperfon or 
thing to ftand in his way to what he intended, which drew on him a ge- 
neral odiutri every where. But no where was there a more fignal inftance 
of it than at Apamea in Syria. For there they no fooner heard of his death, 
but they fell on his wife and children, whom he had left in that city, and 
fioned them all to death. 

r Aft er this-, Antiochus having thus fuccefsfully managed his affairs in the 
eaft, and fettled -all the provinces there under fuch governors as he thought 
he might beft confide in, m he marched back into Syria, and there put his 
army into winter-quarters ; and at Antioch fpent the remaining part of the 
year Tri cdnfttttirig with his minifters, and the officers of his army, about 
the operations of the next year's war. 
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For he had ilill two dangerous enterprizes to undertake for the reftor- 
ing of the Syrian empire ? the firft againft Ptolemy for the recovery of Sy~ 
ria*, and the other againft Achaus, who had made himfelf mafter of all the 
lejfer AJia. For Ptoiemy Euergetes having in the beginning of the reign 
of Seleucus Callinicus feized all Syria, as hath been above related) a great 
part of it was ftill held by his fucceiTor the prefent Egyptian King ; and 
Antiochus had reafon to be very uneafy in having him fo near a neighbour. 
And as to Achaus, it hath been already related how he refufed the crown, 
when offered him on the death of Seleucus Ceraunus ; and inftead of put- 
ting it on hisi^wn head, faithfully preferved it for Antiochus the next right- 
ful heir. Hereon Antiochus committed to him the government of all his 
provinces in lejfer AJia, which charge he having managed with that valour 
and wifdom of conduct, as to recover them all out of the hands of Atta- 
Im King of Pergamus, who had in a manner made himfelf abfolute mafter 
of them ; this fuccefs made him envied by the chief minifter, and others, 
who had the King's ear at court ; and therefore refolutions being taken to 
fupprefs him, forged letters were produced to prove him to have enter- 
tained traiterous defigns for the ufurping of the crown , and to hold cor- 
refpondence with "Ptolemy, and to be in league with him for this purpofe ; 
which " Achans having notice of, found he had no other way to fecure 
himfelf againft the mifchievous machinations of thofe men, than by doing 
what he was charged with. And therefore being neceflitated for his own 
defence to fet up for himfelf, he aflumed the crown, which he had be- 
fore refufed, and declared himfelf King of AJia. So that Antiochus having 
thefe two dangerous wars upon his hands, which of thefe two he Ihould 
firft undertake, either that againft Ptolemy for the recovery of Syria, or 
that againft Achaus for the recovery of lejfer Afia, was the matter which 
was under debate in the King's council. 
^.219. But at length, upon full conlideration, 0 it being refolved firft to re- 
Ftoiemy duce all that belonged to the Syrian empire on that fide mount Taurus, 
: tor 3° Pa " before they marched over it againft Achteus, the operations of the enfuing 
campaign were concerted and ordered accordingly.- For the garrifons 
which the Egyptians had in Syria being the deepeft thorn in their fide, 
and which they were moft fenfible of, it was thought the beft courfe to 
remove this firft : And therefore at prefent only threatning letters were fent 
to Achaus, and the whole army rendezvoufed at Apamea to carry the war 
into Ccele-Syria. But in a council there held before the march of the ar- 
my from thence, Apollophanes, the King's phyfician, having reprefented, 
how prepofterous a thing it was for him to pafs into Ccele-Syria, and leave 
Seleucia, a place fo near his capital, in the enemies hands behind him, he 
drew all over to him by the reafon of the thing. For this city flood upon 
the fame river with Antioch, at the diftance only of fifteen miles below it, 
near the mouth of that river. On Ptolemy Euergetes^ having invaded Sy- 
ria -in the caufe of Berenice his fifter , which hath been above related, he 
feized this city ; and a garrifon of Egyptians having been then placed in 
if, they had held the place ever fince now full twenty feven years ; which 
was not only a conftant annoyance to the Antiochians, but alfo intercepted 
their communication with the fea , and fpoiled all their trade that way. 
For Seleucia lying near the mouth of the river Orontes, was the fea-port 
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to Antioch, and they fuffered much by being deprived of it. All which 
being fet forth by Aj>olloj?hanes in his reprefentation of this matter, it fully 
determined the King, and all his council, to follow the meafures he pro- 
poled, and begin the campaign with the fiege of Seleucia-, and p accor- 
dingly the whole army marched thither, and invefted that place, and having 
carried it by a general aflault, drove the Egyptians thence. -. 

After this Antiochus haften'd into Ccele-Syria, i being called thither 
by Theodotns the Mtolian, "Ptolemy's governor of that province, with offer 
of putting the whole countrey into his hands. It hath been already relat- 
ed how valiantly he repulfed Antiochus in his laft irruption into that coun- 
trey. But this was not enough to pleafe thofe who governed' at court,; 
they expected more from him, which they imagine! was in his power to 
have done, and therefore called him to Alexandria to anfwer for it at the 
peril of his head. And altho' he were acquitted on. the hearing of his caufe, 
and fent back to his government ; yet he did not acquit them of the wrong 
they did him by this injurious accufation , but returned into Ccele-Syria 
with fuch refentment and indignation for this ill ufage and affront, that he 
refolved to be revenged for it. And while he attended his caufe at court, 
having obferved in how vile and diflblute a manner all lived there , this 
augmented his indignations he not being able to bear with any patience his 
being, made obnoxious to fo defpicable a fet of men. For nothing eould 
foe mpr.e lewd and abominable than the conduit -of Thilopator, during all 
the time of his reign; and his whole court was formed after his example. 
He isfaid to have poifoned his father, and he made r this the more believed, 
that after his deceafe he openly and avowedly put .to death Berenice his 
inother, and Magas his only brother. And then thinking himfelffree from 
all controul, and fear of danger, he gave himfejf up ftp. the vileXl entertain- 
ments of luft, luxury, and beftiality, minding little elfe than the glutting 
.of himfelf in all the pleafures which thefe molt dereftable vices could af- 
ford him. His chief minifter was r Sojibius, a man bad enough to fuit the 
ferviceof fuch a mafter, and crafty enough to know and ufe all the means 
whereby belt to fecure his intereft under him.. But thofe that moft go- 
verned him were 'Agatbocles, Agatboclea his fitter, and Qcuanthe their mo- 
ther. The firft was his pathic, the fecond his. concubine, and the laft his 
bawd, to ferve him in providing for the worft of his lufts. Agatboclea 
was atfirft a publick woman, and a common ftrumpet, but having, engag- 
ed Thilopator's affection , ihe had an abfolute afcendant over him all his 
life after ; and his love to her was the foundation on which was built his 
favour to the other two. Theodotas, on his being at Alexandria having 
-obferved all this, could not but abhor fo vile a conducf, and being a gal- 
Jant man, fcomed to be any longer under it; .and this, with his refent- 
ments for his ill ufage, put him upon a refolution of feeking for a new 
•mailer, that might be more worthy of his fervice. And therefore, on his 
return to his province, having feized Tyre and TtoUmais, he declared for 
Kmg Antiochus, and fent him the m.eflage I have mentioned to call him in- 
to thofe parts, and on his arrival delivered to him thefe two cities, where- 
by he put him in a fair way of becoming mafter of all the reft of that 
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countrey. Nicolas, one of 'Ptolemy's generals in thofe parts, made fome 
oppofition to him in this invafion, altho' not iufficient to obftrucl: his pro- 
grefs. For altho' he were a countrey-man of Theodotus'si as being an Aito- 
lian, yet he would not join with him in this defection, but Hill adhered to 
the intereft of King "Ptolemy, according to his firft engagements to him ; 
and therefore as foon as Theodotus had feized Ptolemais, he befieged him 
in it. And on Antiochus^ marching thither to raife the fiege, he feized 
the pafles of mount Libanus againft him, and defended them to the ut- 
moft; but being over-born by the fuperior power of Antiochus, he was 
forced to recede, and Antiochus had thereon Tyre and Ptolemais put into 
his hands by Theodotus ; where having found great magazines of war, which 
'Ptolemy had in thefe two places prepared and laid up for his army, and alfo 
a fleet of forty fail of mips, he feized both for his fervice. The fliips he 
delivered to r Diog»etus his admiral, with orders to fail to Pelujium, pur- 
pofing at the fame time to march thither by land with all his army, and 
invade Egypt. But being informed, that at that time of the year the banks 
of Nile ufed to be cut, and all the countrey laid under water, and that 
therefore the invading of that realm was then impracticable, he altered his 
purpofe, and turned all his force for the reducing of the reft of Ccele-Syria^ 
and having taken fome places in it by furrender, and others by force, he 
at length made himfelf mafter of Damajcus, the chief city of the province, 
having taken it by ' a ftratagem, with which he over-reached Dinon, who 
had the command of it for King Ptolemy. His laft attempt in this cam- 
paign u was upon "Dora, a maritim town near mount Carmel, called Dor w 
in the holy fcriptures ; but the place being ftrongly fituated, and well for- 
tify'd, and provided for, by the care of Nicolas, he could make no im- 
preffion upon it ; aribV therefore was glad to accept of a propofal, which 
was there offered him, of making a truce with Ptolemy for four months ; 
and thereon drawing off under the credit of it , he marched back to Se- 
leucia ort the Orontes, and there put his army into winter-quarters, leaving 
thofe places which he had taken in this year's war under the care and go- 
vernment of Theodotus the Aitolian. 

During this truce x a treaty was fet on foot between the two contending 
Princes, but without any other defign on either fide than to gain time. 
P^tolemy lacked it to make preparation for the enfuing war, and Antiochus 
to look after Achaus. For he having now manifeft defigns of ufurping .Sy- 
ria from him, as well as lejfer AJia, he wanted to be at home to provide 
againft them. In this treaty the chief point in debate was, to whom Coele- 
Syria, Phoenicia, Samaria, and Judaa did belong, by virtue of the parti- 
tion that was made of Alexander's empire between Ptolemy, Seleucus > 
Caffander, and Lyjimachus, after the death of Antigonus, flain in the bat- 
tel of If Jus. Ptolemy claimed thefe provinces, as having been by that trea- 
ty affigned, as he faid , to Ptolemy Soter his great-grandfather. On the 
other fide, Antiochus alledged, that they had in that partition been affigned 
to Seleucus Nicator, and therefore he claimed them to belong to him, as 
the heir and fucceffor of that King in the Syrian empire. 
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While thefc pretences were alledged on both fides, and neither yield- f"^. 
ed to the other, the time of the truce wore out ; and nothing being effect- P \^l 
cd bv the treaty >', both parties again provided for the war. Nicolas the tor 4 . 
Mtdlian having given fufficient proof of his valour and fidelity in his laft 
year's fervice for King Ttolemy, was this year made his generaliffimo for 
this war, and had the whole care of his intereft in the contefted provinces 
committed to his charge ; and Terigenes his admiral was fent with a fleet 
to carry on the war by fea. Nicolas having rendezvoufed his forces at 
Gaza, and being there furnifhed from Egypt with all necefiary accoutre- 
ments and provifions for the war, marched direflly from thence for mount 
Libanus, and feized the ftreights, which lay between that ridge of moun- 
tains and the fea , through which it was neceflary for Antiochus to pafs ; 
refolving to expecT: him there, and by the advantage of the place obftrucl: 
his farther progrefs that way. In the interim Antiochus was not idle, but 
having made all due preparations for the war both by fea and land, com- 
mitted his fleet to the command of Dioguetns his admiral, and then marched 
himfelf with his army by land. The fleets on both fides coafting the ar- 
mies, as they marched by land, they all met at thofe ftreights where Nico- 
las had potted himfelf. And while Antiochus there aflaulted Nicolas by 
land, the fleets encounter'd at fea ; and the battel was begun on both fides 
both by fea and land at the fame time, and in fight of each other. At fea 
the fight ended upon equal terms on both fides, neither party getting the 
better of the other. But at land Antiochus having gotten the advantage, 
Nicolas was forced to retire to Sidon with the lofs of four thoufand of his 
men flain and taken, and thither alfo Terigenes followed him with the 
Egyptian fleet. Antiochus purfued them thither both by fea and land, 
with intention to befiege the place ; but finding it too ftrongly provided 
with men, and all other neceflaries, to be eafily taken, he thought not 
fit to fit down before it ; but having fent his fleet to Tyre, he marched 
with his army into Galilee, and having taken Thiloteria, on the north end 
of the fea of Tiberias, and Scythopolls (or Bethfan) on the fouth end, he 
marched to Attabyrium, a city fituated on mount Tabor, the mountain af- 
terwards made famous by the transfiguration of our Saviour on it, and by 
a ftratagem focn made himfelf mafter of the place ; and by taking thefe 
cities having brought all Galilee under him, he marched over the river 
Jordan into the land of Gilead, and took polfeflion of all that countrey, 
which formerly had been the inheritance of the tribes of Reuben and Gad, 
and the half tribe of Manajjeh on that fide of the river. After that he 
took Rabbah of the children of Amnion. Tolybius calls it Rabbatamana 
(i. e. z Rab bath -Amman.) I have fhewn before, how Ttolemy Thiladelphw 
having rebuilt this city, called it Philadelphia. It being ftrong and po- 
pulous; it made a vigorous refiftance againft Antiochus, and all his army ; 
but at length he brought them to a furrender, by flopping their water 
courfe. On his making himfelf mafter of this place, he forced all the 
neighbouring Arabs to fubmit to him. But by this time the year being 
far fpent , he repafled the river Jordan ; and having placed Hipfolochus 
and Keraas (who lately revolted to him from King Ttolemy) in the govern- 
ment of Samaria, with five thoufand men to keep that part of the countrey 
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in quiet, he led back all the reft of his forces to Ttolcmais, and there put 
them into winter quarters. 
An. kit. As foon as the fpring begun, * both parties again took the field. Ttole- 
Ptoiemy m y having gotten together an army of feventy thoufand foot, rive thoufand 
tor ll °. pa " horfe, and feventy three elephants, Ordered 'them to rendezvous at Telu- 
fium, where putting himfelf at the head of them, as foon as all was got 
ready for the march, he led them over the defarts, that parted Egypt and 
Takftine, and encamped at Raphia, a town lying between Rhinocorura 
and Gaza ; and there Aiitibchtti met him with an army little inferior to 
him. For he had fixty two thoufand foot, fix thoufand horfe, and an hun- 
dred and two elephants. And there he encamped, firft within ten furlongs, 
and afterwards within five of the enemy. "While they lay thus near to 
each other, many bickerings happen'd between parties, as they went out 
on each Me, either for watering or forage ; and many bold adventures 
were made by particular perfons from both armies. But that of Theodo" 
tm the Mtolian was the moft remarkable. For b being well acquainted 
with the Egyptian Ufages, as having long ferved Ttolemy, till he revolted 
from him to Antiochus, he took the advantage of a dusky evening, when 
his face could not be well difcerhed, to enter into the enemies camp with 
two companions ; and being there taken for one of them, went into Tto- 
lemfs tent with defign to have killed him , and with that one ftroke to 
have put an end to the War. But not finding him there, he flew his chief 
phyfician inftead of him, Wounded two others, and then, amidft the hurry 
and tumult raifed hereon, efcaped Me back again into his own camp. At 
length both Kings c drew out all their forces for a decifive battel, and both 
rid before the front of their refpeftive armies, to excite and encourage 
their men for the fight. Arfinoe, who Was filler and wife to King Ttole- 
tny, accompanied him in this aftion , and not only exerted herfelf in the 
encouraging of the foldiers before the fight, but alfo continued with her 
husband in the battel, throughout all the heat and dangers of it. The 
event of the battel was, Antiochus commanding the right wing, routed the 
oppofite wing of the enemy ; but purfuing them too far, in the interim, 
the other wing of the enemy having beaten his left wing, fell upon the 
main body then left naked, and utterly broke them before he could return 
to their affiftance. An old officer of Antiochuis army obferving which 
way the cloud of duft went, concluded from thence that the main body 
was routed, and mewed it to the King. But altho' he immediately return- 
ed, he came too late to recover this fault, finding all the reft of his army 
put to flight on his coming back to them. Hereon he was forced to re- 
treat, firft to Raphia, and next to Gaza, with the lofs of ten thoufand of 
his men Ikin, and four thoufand taken prifoners ; after which, being no 
more able to make head againft Ttolemy in thofe parts, he quitted them to 
the conqueror ; and haVihg gathered together the remains of his broken 
forces , he returned with them to Antioch. This battel at Rapbia was 
fought at the fame time that Hannibal vanquiflied Flaminiits the Roman 
cbnful at the lake of Thrafimemts in Hetruria. 
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On the retreat- of Antiocbus a the cities of Ccele-Syria and 'Palejiine were 
at a ftrife, which of them mould firft yield themfelves again to "Ptolemy. 
For having been long under the government of the Egyptians, they were 
in their affections inclined rather to their old mailers, than to Antiocbus. 
It was only by force that they had fubmitted to the latter, and therefore 
that force being now removed , they returned again to their former bent, 
and "Ptolemy's court was throng'd with ambafladors from them to make their 
fubmiflions, and offer prefents unto him. Among whom were ambafladors 
from the Jews, who were all kindly received. Ttolemy having thus re- 
gained thefe provinces, made a progrefs thorough them; and among other 
cities, which he vifited in this perambulation, e Jerufalem was one that had 
this favour from him. On his arrival thither, he took a view of the tem- 
ple, and there offered up many facrifices to the God of Ifrael> and made 
many oblations to the temple, and gave feveral very valuable donatives :to 
it. But not being content to view it only from the outer court, beyond 
which it was not lawful for any Gentile to pafs, he would have preffed in- 
to the fancluary it felf, and into the holy of holies in the temple, where 
none but the. High-prieft. only, once a year on the great day of expiation* 
was to enter. This made a great uproar all over the city. The. High-prieft. 
informed him of the facrednefs of the place, and the law of God, which 
forbad his entrance thither. And the Priefts and Levites gathered toge- 
ther to hinder it, and all the people to deprecate it, and great lamenta- 
tion was made every where among them on the apprehenfion of the great 
profanation which would hereby be offered to their holy temple ; and all 
hands were lifted up unto God in prayer to avert it. But the King, the 
more he was oppofed , growing the more intent to have his will in this 
matter, preffed into the inner court ; but as he was paffing farther to go 
into the temple it felf, he was fmitten from God with fuch a terror and 
confufion of mind, that he was carried out of the place in a manner half 
dead ; on this he departed from Jerufalem filled with great wrath againft 
the whole nation of the Jews, for that which happen'd to him in that place, 
and venting many threatnings againft them for it. 

The High-prieft, who withftood Ptolemy in this attempt upon the tem- 
ple, was f Simon thefon of Onias, the fecond of that name. For his father 
dying towards the end of the former year, he fucceeded him in his office, 
and this was the firtt year of his pontificate ; and it was well that a wifer 
man was then in that office, when this difficulty happen'd. For during 
the whole time of Onias\ miniftration, all the -affairs of the Jews were 
both in Church and State very negligently and fupinely managed. For he 
being a very weak man, and withal exceedingly covetous, minded little elfe 
but how to heap up money. « The Samaritans obferving this, took the ad- 
vantage of it to be very vexatious to the Jews ; and out of their old enmity 
to them, did them many and great damages, plundering and ravaging their 
countrey, and carrying many of the inhabitants into captivity, and felling 
them for flaves ; and this they had in fome meafure pracfifed ever fince the 
contention arofe between Antiocbus and Ptolemy 'Philopator* about the 
provinces of Ccele-Syria and Paleftiue -, skreening themfelves fometimes 
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under the one fide, and fometimes under the other, according as they 
found they might be moft vexatious to the Jews,. And during all the time 
that this war lafted, the Jews fuffered very much by it from both parties, 
as did all the reft of the inhabitants of Paleftine. For Paleft?pe, of which 
Jud*a was a part, being; one of the countries in conteft, while thefe two 
potent Prinfles thus ftrove for it, it happen'd to thofe that dwelt in it (as 
nfually it doth to all others in this cafe) that they were ground between both. 
For as fometimes the one fide, and fometimes the other were matters of the 
countrey, they were fure to be harrafTed by each in their turns. And this 
continued to be their cafe as long as that conteft lafted, and they fuffered 
exceedingly by it. 

ANTIOCHVS, as foon as he was returned to Antioch, h fent ambaflTadors 
to 'Ptolemy to move for peace. That which induced him to this was, he 
miftrufted the fidelity of his own people, finding on his return both bis in- 
tereft and his authority much funk by his late misfortune at Raphia ; and 
another reafon for it was, it was time for him to look after Aefr/eus. For he 
having by bis vi&ories over Attains made himfelf abfohite mafter of all the 
leffer Afia, ftould he be let alone to fettle his authority there, Antiachus 
well faw it would not be long e'er he muft expect him in Syria, there to 
pufh for the whole empire; to prevent this, he thought it his beft courfe 
to make peace with Ptolemy, left having two fuch powerful enemies, one 
on each hand of him, to deal with at the fame time, he mould be cruih'd 
between them. And therefore he empowered his ambaffadors to yield to 
'Ptolemy all thofe provinces which were in conteft between them, that is 
all Cele-Syria and Paleftiue. I have afore fhewn, that Cale-Syria contain- 
ed that part of Syria that lay between the mountains Libanus and Anti-Lb* 
banus ; and Paleflitte, all that countrey which was formerly the inheritance 
of the children of Ifrael ; and that the maritime parts of both were what 
the Greeks called 'Phoenicia. All this Antiocbus was willing to part 
with to the King of Egypt, for the obtaining of peace with him in the 
prefent juncture, chufing rather to quit his claim to all thefe countries, 
than for the fake of them to run the risk of lofing all the reft. And ac- 
cordingly a truce being agreed on for a year, before that was expired a 
peace was made upon the terms propofed ; and hereby Antiacbus was left; 
wholly at leifure to attend the recovery of leffer Afia, and the fupprefBng 
of Acbaus, which was a matter of much greater moment unto him at this 
time ; and Ptolemy^ that he might be again fully at fiber ty to follow his vo* 
luptuous enjoyments , was as fond of being rid of this war as the other. 
And therefore as foon as the truce was concluded , after having tarried 
three months in thofe provinces, to fettle his affairs in them, he committed 
the chief command over them to Andromachns of Afpendas, and return- 
ed again to Alexandria; and on his arrival thither, immers'd himfelf agam 
deeper than ever in all the beaftly pleafures of bis former life ; and that he 
might not be interrupted in his enjoyment of them, he fent Sofihius. his chief 
mmifter to Antioch, to turn the truce into a peace, which was accordingly 
done on the terms I have mentioned. And thus Ptolemy, for the fake of 
his lufts, contenting himfelf with the recovery of the provinces of Cele- 
SyriazrA Pateftine, made no other advantage of his vi&ory at Raphia ■, 
but this did not content his people , who expected much more from ir. 
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It's certain, had he purfued that blow, he might have deprived Antiochus 
not only of Taleftiue and Ccele-Syria, but of all the reft of his empire $ and 
this was what the Egyptians would have had done, and were Vef y arigf y, 
when they found themfelves difappointed of it by fb difadvatttagidris a 
peace. The difcontent which followed herefrom, gave rife to thofe 
diforders in Egypt, which the next year after broke orit into a rebellion i 
and thus Ptolemy, by avoiding a war abroad, caufed one at home in his 
own kingdom. 

<PTO LEMT, on his return to Alexandria, carrying thither with him An. 216. 
his anger againft the Jews, for their obftru&ing his entrance into their tern- p[?w* 
pleat Jeru/alem, refolved to be revenged for it on all of that nation Who tor 6. 
were then at Alexandria. And therefore ' he publiflied a decree j and 
caufed it to be engraven on a pillar erecled at the gates of his palace ^ 
whereby he forbad all to enter thither that did not facrifice to the gods 
which he worihipped; whereby he excluded t\it Jews from all aiccfefs to 
him, either for the fuing to him for juftice, or the obtaining Of his pro- 
tection, in what cafe foever they mould ftand in need of it. And where- 
as the inhabitants of Alexandria were of k three ranks, 1% The Macedonians, 
who were the original founders of the city, and had the firft right hi it : 
ipy, The mercenary foldiers who came thither to ferve in the army and 
3% The native Egyptians ; and by the favour of Alexander the Great, 
and "Ptolemy Soter, the Jews were enrolled among 1 the firft rank, and had 
all the privileges of original Macedonians conferred ort them.' ' e Pbil6pdtor 
refolved to deprive them of this right ; and therefore by a another 1 de- 
cree ordered, that all of the Jewijb nation that lived in Alexandria ihottld 
be degraded from the firft rank, of which they had hitherto always been 
from the firft founding of the city, and be enrolled in the third rank among 
the common people of Egypt, and that all of them mould come thus to 
be enrolled, and at the time of their enrolment have the mark of an ivy 
leaf, n the badge of his god Bacchus, by an hot iron imprefled upoft them? 
and that all thofe who mould refufe to be thus enrolled arid itigmatized 
with the faid mark, mould be made Haves ; and that if any of them ihould 
ftand. out againft this decree, he mould be put to death. He would have 
them marked with the badge of his god Bacchus, not only in that by his 
drunkennefs he had made himfelf a great devoto of his, but moft efpeci- 
ally in that the Ptolemys of Egypt pretended to derive 0 their pedigree from 
him, and therefore he himfelf was marked with this badge ? for which rea- 
fon they gave him the nicname of p Gallus, becaufe the priefts called Galli 
were fo marked. So faith the author of the Greek Etymologicon ; his words 
are, <J Ptolemy Philopator was called Gallus, becaufe he was Jfigmdtized or 
marked with the leaf of an ivy, in the fame manner as the priefis Called 
Galli ; for in all the bacchinal folemnities they were crowned "with ivy. 
But that he might not feem an enemy to all of that nation, he ordained, 
that as many of them as would be initiated into the heathen religion* and 
facrifice unto his gods, Ihould retain their former privileges, arid remains 
ftill in the fame rank which they were of before. But the mariy thou- 



• 3 Maccab. cap. ii. k Strabo, lib. 17. p. 707. I Jofephto) atttfq. lib: ti. dap. I. U 

contra Apionem, lib. 2. m 3 Maccab. cap. ii. » i Maccab. vi. 7. o Theophilus 

Anuocfienus ex Satyri hiftoril, " P 'z, .v,?./*? xe? 'r«,, a ScaHgcro edit*, p. a«.- Chronic. 

Alexandnn. 9 rW»,^i tit.^cS^ tti -ri yi** *,<*8 **7<tfWa< ii i\ r«*./j &c. 

fands 



85 Con n e c t i o n of the Hist o r y :af P art II. 



fands pf the Jewijb, race, which then dwelt at Alexandria, there were 
found only three hundred who accepted of this condition, and forfook 
their God to gain the favour of their King. The reit flood all firm to their 
religion, gather chufing to fufFer any thing than depart in the leaft from 
it. And thofe of them that had riches, freely parted with them to the 
King's officers, to get themfelves excufed from being thus enrolled and 
ftigmatized ; but others were forced to fubmit, hereto. But all of them fo 
abhorred thofe that apoflatized from their God to pleafe the King on this 
occafion, that they thenceforth excluded them from all manner of commu- 
nication with them, none of them vouehfafing after that to converfe, or 
on any occafion whatfoever to have any more to do with fuch impious 
wretches ; which being interpreted as done by them in oppofition to the 
King's authority, 'this fo enraged him againfl, them, that he ; took a refolu- 
tion of destroying- them all, that is, not only thofe Jews that, were of Alex- 
andria, but all the other of that nation, wherefpever they lived within his 
dominions ; purpqfing firft to begin with thofe of Egypt, and then to pro- 
ceed^ the next place againfl; the inhabitants of Judaa and Jerufalem, and 
extirpate the whole nation. And therefore in the firit place he lent out 
his orders to command, that all the Jews who lived any where in Egypt, 
flipuld be brought , in chains to Alexandria ; and 5 having them accordingly 
thus , brought thither, he Ihut them up. in the Hippodrome (a large place 
without the city, where the people ufed to aflemble to fee horfe races, 
and other fliews) purpofing there to expofe them for a fpectacle to be 
delbroyed by his elephants. But; 1 when they were all met at the day ap- 
pointed to fee the fight, and the elephants were brought forth ready pre- 
pared for the execution, they w£ re difappointed of the ihew for that day 
by the King's abfence.,. For bejnglate up the night before at a drunken 
caroufal, he flept fo long the next day, that the time for the Ihew was 
oyer before h£ awoke ; whereon it was put off to the next day following ; 
and then the fame caufe made another difappointment. For another fuch 
fit of drunkennefs had fo drowned his thoughts, that when called up the next 
morning then to fee the Ihew, he remembred nothing of it, but thought thofe 
out of their wits who fpoke to him of it, which caufed that the Ihew was put 
off again to the third day. All this while the Jews continuing lhut up in the 
Hippodrome, ceafed not with lifted up hands and voices to pray unto God 
for their deliverance, which he accordingly vouchfafed unto them. For on 
the third day, when the King was prefent, and the elephants were brought 
forth, and made drunk with wine mingled with frankincenfe (as they had 
been the two days before) that they might with the more rage execute 
what was intended upon thofe people, and were accordingly let loofe up- 
on them, inftead of falling upon the Jews, they turned their rage all upon 
thofe who came to fee the Ihew, and dettroyed great numbers of them ; 
and befides feveral appearances were feen in the air, which ;much frighted 
the- King, and all the fpeftators. All which manifesting phe interpofal of 
a divine power in the protection of thofe people, Tbilopator durfl not 
any longer profecute his rage againfl: them, but ordered them to be all again 
fet free ; and fearing the divine vengeance upon him in their behalf, for the 
appeafing and diverting of it, he reftored them to all their privileges, re- 
fcinding. and revoking all his decrees which he had publilhed againfl them. 
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And he added over and above many gifts and favours unto them ; among 
which one was, that he gave them liberty to put to death all thofe Jews 
who had apoftatized from their religion, which they accordingly executed, 
not fparing a man of them. Jofephus gives us no account in his antiqui- 
ties of all this matter, but there is mehtion of it in his fecOnd book againft 
Apion. But it is to be obferved, that we have this only in the Latin edi- 
tion of Rufptms. For the Greek text is there wantihg, and alfo there this 
whole matter is faid to be tranfadled in the reign of Ttolemy Tbyfcon, ma- 
ny years after the time where I have here placed it, according to the third 
book of the Maccabees. For there the whole hiftory of this perfecutioh, 
and the deliverance of the Jews from it, is at large related, it being the 
whole fubjefl: of that book ; and therein it is faid to have been all tranfacted 
in the reign of Ttolemy Thilopator, immediately on his return from Syria, 
after the victory obtained by him at the battel of Raphia ; and when that 
battel was fought, Tolybius and other authors have told us. 

Th e name of Maccabees was firft given to Judas and his brethren, for 
the reafon which will be hereafter mentioned. And therefore the firft book 
and the fecond book, which give us an account of their actions, are called 
the firft book and the fecond book of the Maccabees. But becaufe they 
were fufferers in the cauf'e of their religion, hence others, who were like 
fufterers in the fame caufc, and by their fufferings bore witnefs to the 
truth, were in after times called alfo Maccabees by the Jews. And for 
this reafon it is, that Jofiphus having written apart by it felf the hiftory of 
thofe who fuffered martyrdom under the pcrfeciition Of Antiochus Epipha- 
ncs, gives it the title of the Maccabees. And for the fame reafon this hi- 
ftory of the perfecution of Ttolemy Thilopatdr againft the Jews in Egypt, 
and their fuffering under it, is called the third book of Maccabees % altho*, 
as to the fubject. matter of it, it ought to be Called the firft book. For the 
things which it relates Were firft iii order of time, as being tranfacted be- 
fore ever thofe Maccabees, of Whom we have the hiftory in the firft and 
fecond book of the Maccabees, were at all in being. But this book being 
of lefs authority and repute than the Other two, it hath for this reafon been 
reckoned after them, according to the order of dignity, tho' it be before 
them in the order of time. It Teems to have been Written by fome Alexan- 
drian Jew in the Greek language not long after the time of Siracides. It 
is extant alfo in Syriac, but the author of that verfion feems not well to have 
u'nderftood the Greek original. For in fome places he varies from it through 
manifeft ignorance of the Greek language. It is in rhoft of the ancient ma- 
nufcript copies of the Greek Septuagint, as particularly it is in the Alexan- 
drian manufcript in the King's library at St. James's, and in the Vatican ma- 
nufcript at Rome, which are two of the ancienteft manufcripts of the Septu- 
agint now in being ; but Was never inferted into the vulgar Latin verfion 
of the bible, or is it to be found in any manufcript of it. And that verfion 
being only in ufe through the whole weftern ChUrch till the reformation, 
the firft tranflations which we have of the bible into Englifh were made 
from thence, and for that reafon none of thofe having the third book of 
Maccabees among the apocryphal books, it hath never fince been added, 
though it deferves a place there much better than fome parts of the fecond 
book of Maccabees. For tho' it comes to us in a romantic drefs, with fome 
enlargements and imbellifhments of a Jezcijh invention ; yet it is not to 
be doubted, but the ground-work of it is true, and that there really was 
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fuch a perfecution raifed againll the Je^'s of Alexandria by Ttolemy Thi- 
lofator as that book relates ; there are accounts of other perfecutions 11 they 
there underwent, altogether as bad, which no one doubts of. The firft 
authentic mention we have of this book, is w in Eufcbius\ chronicon. It 
is alfo named with the two other books of the Maccabees, in the Sf h of 
the apoftolic canons : But when that canon was added is uncertain. 
Some manufcript Greek bibles have not only this third book of the Mac- 
cabees, but alfo Jofephris's hiftory of the martyrs, that fuffered under Anti- 
ochtis Epiphanes x , inferted after it by the name of the fourth book of the 
Maccabees. 

In the interim Antiochus, after the peace made with Ttolemy, turning 
all his thoughts to the making of war againft Achaus , and having made 
great preparations for it, y marched over mount Taurm into leffer AJia for 
the fuppreffing of him ; where having joined himfelf in league with At- 
tains King of Tergamus, by virtue of this conjunction he fo diftrefled 
Achaus, that he drove him out of the field, and fhut him up in Sardis, 
and thereon fitting down before that place, befieged him in it with his whole 
army. 

An.r\^. AC H Ail) S z there held out above a year againft him, in the interim 
PhHop"- man Y Allies were made, and many skirmiflies were fought under the walls, 
tor"; till at length, in the fecond year of the fiege, by the craft of ' Ligoras one 
of Antiochus's commanders the city was taken ; whereon Achaus retreated 
into the caftle, and there defended himfelf for fome time, till at laft" he 
was, by the treacherous contrivance of two crafty Cretans, delivered 
into the hands of Antiochus. The manner of it was thus. * 'Ptolemy Thi- 
lopator' having entered into a ftrift alliance with Achaus, Was much con- 
cerned on his hearing of his being fo clofely fliut up in the caftle of Sar- 
dis; and therefore committed it to the care of his chief minifter Sojibius, 
by any means poflible to get him but of this danger. There being at that 
time in 'Ttolemy 's court , a crafty Cretan called Bolts, who had long refided 
there, ^o/^/'aj corifulted with him about this matter, and asked his advice 
for the finding out of proper means for the accomplifhing of what his ma- 
tter defired. Bolls asking time to conlider of it, at the next conference 
undertook the matter, and communicated to him the way which he thought 
of whereby to accomplifh it. For he told him , that he had an intimate 
friend, who was alfo a near relation of his," called Cambylus, that was cap- 
tain of the Cretan mercenaries iri Antiochus's army, and had then the keep- 
ing of a fortrefs behind the caftle at Sardis-, that him he would deal with 
to permit Achaus to make his efcape that way. Sofibius approving of the 
project, forthwith fent Bolts to Sardis to put it in execution, and gave him 
ten talents to bear him' thorough in it.' Bolts having communicated the mat- 
ter to Cambylus, they, like fa two crafty knaves , confulting together "how 
to make the moft of it, agreed to difcover the whole to Antiochus, and on 
his promife of a fuitablereward, to turn the plot for the betraying of Achaus 
into his hands ; and then divide that reward, and alfo the ten talents which 



« See Philo'i took againsl Flaccus, and the hiftory of his embaffy to Caligula. w p a g. i8y. 
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Bolis had from Sofibius, between them. Antiochus, on his receiving of 
this propofal, was much pleafed with it, and promifed rewards large enough 
to encourage the undertakers to go on with the plot. Bolis, by the means 
of Cambylus, having got into the cattle , and by virtue of his credentials 
from Sojibius, and other friends, gained full credit with the unfortunate 
Prince, fo that he was hereby induced to put himfelf into the hands of 
thefe two falfe Cretans ; they, as foon as they had gotten him out of the 
callle, feized his perfon, and delivered him to Antiochus, who having cauf- 
ed him forthwith to be beheaded, did thereby put an end to the Afian war. 
For as foon as the death of Achaus was known, they that were in the ca- 
ltle forthwith furrender'd, and foon after all the other places through the 
Afian provinces did the fame. And therefore Antiochus having received 
them all again under his obedience, left fuch governors over them as he 
might belt confide in, and then returned again to Autioch. 

About this time the difcontents of the Egyptians againft Philopator, ^. 2I3 . 
which I have above mentioned, broke out into a civil war. Polybius <- tells Pt<> any 
us, that there was fuch a war, but neither he nor any other author gives r ' hilo P a " 
us any account of the event of it. But Phihpator Hill retaining his royal t0r 9 ' 
dignity and power, without any diminution of either, this fufficiently proves 
that he matter 'd this difficulty. Which fide the Jews (who now made a 
confiderabie part of the bulk of the people of Egypt) took in this war is 
not faid, but it feems moft likely that they were of that party which came 
by the worft. For Eufebius A tells us, that about this time forty thouland 
of them were cut off and dettroyed. 

ANTIOCHVS having fettled his affairs in leffer Afia, e made an ex- A».m. 
pedition into the eaft, for the reducing of thofe provinces which had re- Pt o |( - in y 
volted from the Syrian empire ; and the Parthia7is having lately feized To" i°o Pa 
Media, his firft attempt was upon that province. There reigned at that 
time over the Parthiaus Arfaces, the fon of that Arfaces who firtt founded 
the Parthian empire. He taking the advantage of Antiochus\ being other- 
wife engaged in his wars with "Ptolemy and Achaus, had entered Media, 
and made himfelf matter of that countrey, and added it to his former do- 
minions. On Antiochus's approach that way, he endeavoured to hinder 
his paffage by flopping up all the wells in the deferts through which he was to 
march, no army being able there to be fubfifted without them. But Antiochus 
being aware of the defign, fent a party of horfe before him to fecure thofe 
wells, who having driven away the party that was fent to deftroy th^m, 
Antiochus fafely patted thofe deferts with all his army, and entering Media, 
drove Arfaces thence; and having recovered all that countrey, fpent the 
remainder of the year in fettling of it again in its former order under his 
dominion, and in providing for the farther operations of the war. 

Early the next fpring f he marched into Parthia, and there having ob-^ 2 
tamed the fame fuccefs as in Media, Arfaces was forced to retreat into Hyr- Ptolemy 
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that countrey from Parthia, he placed guards in all the pafTes through which ' 
the Syrian army was to march, hoping thereby to obftruct their farther 




progrefs that way. 
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^». 2io. But Antiochus, as foon as the feafon would admit, took the field to 
PhHopa 5 - drive them thence ; and 8 by dividing his army into feveral parties, and 
tor i2. afFaulting thofe guards all at the fame time in their feveral Itations, he foon 
made himfelf mailer of all thofe paffes ; and therefore marching fecurely 
thorough them over thofe mountains, he defcended from them with all his 
army into the countreyof Hyrcania, and there laid fiege to Syr high, the 
capital of the province ; and after fome time having, by undermining the 
walls, made a great breach in them, he took the place by ftorm, and all 
the inhabitants furrendred themfelves to his mercy. In the interim Arfaces 
was not idle, but all the way as he retreated having gathered forces , at 
length h made up an army of an hundred thoufand foot, and twenty thou- 
fand horfe ; with which being ftrong enough to face the enemy, he made 
a ftand againft him , and with great valour oppofed his farther progrefs, 
which di-ew out the war into a great length. But after many conflicts 
that happen'd between the two armies, no farther advantage being gained 
on the part of Antiochns, he found it would be no eafy matter for him to 
vanquilh fo valiant an enemy, and wholly difpoffefs him of the provinces 
which he had been fo long fettled in. 
An. 208. And therefore he became '' inclined to hearken to terms of accommo- 
Ptoiemy Nation for the ending of fo troublefome a war ; and accordingly a treaty 
tor 14*" being fet on foot, it was agreed that Arfac es fhould hold Tarthia and Hyr- 
cania on the terms of becoming a confederate of Antiochus's, and affifting 
him in his wars for the recovery of the other provinces which had revolted 
from him. 

M. 207. ANTIOCHVS having thus made peace with Arfaces, k carried the 
Ptolemy ^ 7av { n tne next place againft Etithydemus King of Baclria. It hath been 
tor ?s *" above related how Theodotns firft ufurped Battria from the empire of the 
Syrian Kings, and left it to his fon of the fame name. Him Euthydemus 
having vanquiflied and driven out, reigned in his ftead » and being a very 
valiant and wife Prince, he maintained a long war againft Antiochns, in de- 
fence of the countrey which he had made himfelf mafter of, and every 
where made good his ground againft him ; fo that Antiochns only wafted his 
army in this countrey, without gaining any advantage by it. 

In the interim Thilopator went on in his old courfe of life, giving him- 
felf wholly up to his lufts, and voluptuous delights. Agathoclea his concu- 
bine, and Agathocles her brother, who was his catamite, governed him 
abfolutely. Drinking, gaming, and lafcivioufnefs were the whole employ- 
ments of his life. Sojibius being an old crafty minifter, who had now ferv* 
ed in the court under three Kings, did, as far as the favourites would per- 
mit, manage the affairs of the ftate, in which by his long experience he 
was thoroughly verfed ; but was wicked enough to ferve fuch a King, and 
fuch his favourites, in all their vileft purpofes. While things were thus 
managed, 1 Arjinoe, who was fitter and wife to 'Philopator , was little re- 
garded, which lhe not having patience enough to bear, fpared neither her 
complaints, nor her clamours, on all occafions ; which much offending the 
King, and alfo the whore and the catamite, who govern'd him, orders 
were given to Sojibius to put her to death, which he accordingly executed 
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by the hands of one Thilammon, whom he employed for the effecting of this 
cruel and barbarous murther. Juft'm m calls her Eurydice, and » Livy Cle- 
opatra ; but according to Tolybius, who writeth with the moft exa&nefs 
of thefe matters* her name wasAr/tnoe. 

Th e s e things ° very much difpleafing the people, they forced Sojibius An. 206. 
during the life-time of the King to quit his office of chief minifter, and p^, 1 ™! 
called to it Tlepolemus, a young nobleman of great note in the army for t or i<s. 
his valour and military prowefs and skill ; and by a general vote in the grand 
council appointed him to fucceed therein. And accordingly Sojibius re- 
figned to him the King's fignet, which was the badge of his office, and by 
virtue hereof Tlepolemus managed all the publick affairs of the kingdom 
during the remainder of the King's life ; but in that ihort time he abun- 
dantly mewed, that he was no way equal to the charge he undertook, hav- 
ing neither the experience, craft, nor application of his predeceffbr to 
qualify him for it. 

I n the mean while Antiochus carried on the war againft Euthydemus 
in Batlria, p but after his utmoft efforts for the difpoffeffing him of that 
countrey, finding that he made but little progrefs herein, by reafon of the 
valour and vigilancy of thofe he had to deal with, he grew Weary of the 
war ; and therefore admitted ambaffadors from Euthydemus to treat of an 
accommodation. By them Euthydemus complained of the injuftice of the 
war which Antiochus had made againft him ; telling him, that he was not 
of thofe that had revolted from him* and that therefore he had not on this 
account any right of war againft him : That the revolt of the Batfriaus from 
the Syrian empire had been made under the leading of others before his 
time : That he was poffeffed of that countrey by having vanquiflied and 
driven out the defcendants of thofe reVolters, and held it as the juft price 
of his victory over them. He farther ordered it to be fuggefted to An- 
tiochus, that the Scythians taking the advantage of the war in which they 
were now wafting each other, were preparing a great army to invade Ba- 
Bria ; and that therefore if they continued any longer their contention 
about it, a fair opportunity would be given thofe Barbarians to take it from 
both. This confederation added to the defire which Antiochus afore had 
to get rid of this tedious and troublefome war, brought him to agree to 
fuch terms as produced a peace ; for the confirming and ratifiying of which 
Euthydemus fent his fon to Antiochus, who took fuch liking to the young 
man, that he gave him one of his daughters in marriage, and for his fake 
allowed the father to take the title and ftyle of King of BatJria. And 
then having received from him all his elephants (which was one of the 
terms of the peace) he marched over mount Caucajus into India, where 
having renewed his league With Sophagafenus the King of that countrey,' 
and received fo many elephants from him, 1 as when added to thofe which 
he had from Euthydemus^ made up their number to an hundred and fifty, 
he marched from thence into Arachojia, and from that countrey into <Dran- 
giana, and from thence into Carmanioi fettling as he went all thofe coun- 
tries in due order under his obedience. 
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An. 2.0s. After i having wintered in Carmania he returned through Terfia, Ba~ 
Phuopa- hl°"* a * and Mejbpotamia again unto Antioch, after having been feven years 
tor 1 7. abfent from thence in this expedition. By the boldnefs of his attempts, 
and the wifdom of his conduct through this whole war, he gained the re- 
putation of a very wife and valiant Prince, which made his name terrible 
through all Europe, as well as AJia, and thereby he kept all the provinces 
of his empire in thorough fubjection to him ; and thus far his actions might 
well have deferved the name of the great, which was given unto him, and 
he might have carried it with full glory and honour to his grave, but thst 
he unfortunately engaged in a war with the Romans. Being blown up with 
vanity and conceit on the reputation he had gained, he thought none could 
now itand before him, and this made him project: the conquell of Greece 
and Italy, but failing in the attempt, he fell low by the ill fuccefs of it ; and 
afterwards concluded his reign in a very unfortunate death, as will be here- 
after related. 

An. 204. He had not been long returned to Antioch, e'er he had an account of 
ISphT- y the death of Ttoletny Thilopator King of Egypt. This Prince r having 
nes 1. worn out a very ftrong body by his intemperance and debaucheries, end- 
ed his life, as it ufually happens to others in this cafe, before he had lived 
out half its courfe. He was very little above twenty when he firll came 
to the throne, and he fate on it only feventeen years. After him fucceed- 
ed 5 Ttolemy Epiphanes his fon, a child of five years old. None but Aga- 
thocles, Agathoclea, and their creatures, being about him at the time of his 
death, they 1 concealed it as long as they could, and in the interim plun- 
dered the palace of all the treafure and riches there left by the deceafed 
King that they could lay their hands upon ; and at the fame time were 
framing projects for their continuing in the fame power which they had 
under the deceafed King, by ufurping the regency during the minority of 
his fucceffor ; and vainly imagining that they could carry this point, if Tie- 
polemic were out of the way, they laid a plot to have him cut off; and there- 
fore when the King's death was known, " they called together w the Mace- 
donians to a general council , and when they were met> Agathocles and 
Agathoclea came out to them ; and Agathocles having the young King in 
his arms, after much weeping fpoke to them. The effect of his fpeech 
was to implore their protection for the young King, whom, he faid, his 
father at his death had delivered (pointing at Agathoclea) into her hands, and 
that at the fame time he had recommended him to the fidelity of his Mace- 
donian fubjedts, and therefore he implored their aid and afiiftance againft 27^- 
polemus, of whom he told them he had certain information that he was pre- 
paring to feize the crown ; and then he would have produced feveral wit- 
neffes, whom he had then prefent, to prove his charge. He fooliihly hop- 
ed by this weak artifice to have ftirred up the Macedonians to cut him off, 
and then to have eftablifhed himfelf upon his death in the regency. But 
the folly of this contrivance being eafily feen thorough, it at firfl: provoked 
the laughter, and afterward the rage of all that heard it ; and the ruine of 
him, and his fitter, and all their creatures, followed immediately after. 
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For on this occafion all their mildemeanors being called to remembrance, all 
the people of Alexandria arofe in a general uproar againft them. And therefore 
having f/rit taken from them the young King, and placed him on the throne in 
the publick Hippodrome, they there brought before him xxxHAgathocles, and 
next Agathoclea, and Oenanthe their mother, and cauied them there, as by 
the King's order, to be all put to death in his prefence : and then pro- 
ceeded in the fame manner againft the lifters and kindred of Agathocles 
and Agathoclea, and all other their creatures, till they had cut them all off ; 
and fuch reckonings wicked favourites are often brought to, when depriv- 
ed of that power whereby they have abufed the people. The power alone 
in this cafe is apt enough to create envy, but is much more lb, when em- 
ployed for unjuft and wicked purpofes the only method to make any one 
fafe in fuch ftations, is to do nothing elfe in them but what fhall be in all 
times juftifiable. About three days before this uproar happen'd , x 'Phi- 
lammon, who had been employed in the murthering of Arjinoe, being come 
from Cyrene to Alexandria, the ladies who had been of her attendance 
hearino- of it, took the advantage of this diforder to revenge on him the 
death of their millrefs. For breaking into his houfe, they fell upon him with 
ftones and clubs, till they had beaten him to death, a punifliment which he 
well deferved, by becoming the inftrument of fo wicked an act. After this, 
the guardianlhip of the young King was for the prefent committed to the 
charge of Sojibim, the fon of that Sojibim who had been the ruling mini- 
fter of the court during the Lift three reigns. Whether he were then liv- 
ing or no is not faid ; it's certain he lived to a very great age, his continu- 
ance for above fixty years in the miniftry is a fuflicient inftance of it ; and 
for this reafon he was called ? YloXvx{ovi&> , i. e. the long liver. And no 
doubt by the Sojlbius, who is faid in the hiftory of Arijieas to be one of the 
chief promoters of the Greek verfion of the Hebrew fcriptures, called the 
Septuagint , is meant none other than this Sojibim by the writer of that 
apocryphal book. But whether he were brought fo early upon the ftage, 
the diftance of the time gives us reafon to doubt : For we have placed 
the making of that verfion in the year which was feventy one years 
before the time that he left the miniftry. He was z as crafty and as wicked 
a minifter as ever governed the publick affairs of any kingdom, not caring 
how wicked and vile any means were, fo that they conduced to the effect- 
ing of the ends he propofed ; which is exactly that fcheme of politics which 
Machiavel hath fince with a bare face recommended to the world, and fo 
many in our time have pradiifed after him. But that which is moft re- 
markable in this old Egyptian politician is, that he continued fo long in 
profperity, and was permitted at laft fo eafily to retire, which hath fcarce 
ever happen'd to any other that have acted by his principles. 
■ ANTIOCHVS King of Syria, and Philip King of Mace don, think- An 
ing to ferve themfelves of the advantage they had by the death of Philo- Ptolemy 
pat or, and the fucceffion of an infant King after him, a entered into a E P ,pha " 
league to divide his dominions between them ; agreeing that Philip es 
fliould have Carta, Libya, Cyrene, and Egypt, and Antiochtts all the 
reft. And accordingly Antiochm forthwith marched into Cce/e-Syria and 
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Tale ft hie; and partly this year, and partly in the next, made himfelf mafter 
of thofe provinces, and all the feveral diftri&s and cities in them. 
J». 202. SCITIO having beaten Hannibal in Africa, and thereby put an end to 
P.p°pha- y tne f ec °nd Tunic war with victory and honour, the name of the Romans 
Bes 3. began to be every where of great note ; and therefore the Egyptian court 
finding themfelves much diftreffed by the league made between Thilip and 
Antiochm againft their infant King, and the ufurpations which had thereon 
been made by them on his provinces, b fent an embafly to Rome to pray 
their prote&ion, offering them the guardianfhip of their King, and the re- 
gency of his dominions during his minority ; and to induce them to ac- 
cept hereof alledged , that the deceafed King had recommended both to 
them at his death. The Romans thinking this would enlarge their fame, 
complied with what was defired, and took on them the tuition of the young 
King. 

This year being the 3560 th year of the Jewijb sera of the creation, c the 
writers of that nation tell us, that Jojhua the fon of Teracbia was admitted 
prefident of the Sanhedrim, and Nathan the Ar be lite his vice-prefident, 
and that both together had the charge of being rectors of the divinity fchool 
at Jerufalem. They tell us nothing in particular of the latter, neither is 
what they fay of the other confifting with the time in which they place 
him, or of any truth as to the matters related. For they tell us of him, that 
when Alexander the Afmonean King of Judaa flew the doctors of the law at 
Jem/tile??/, for telling him that he ought to be contented with the Crown, 
and not hold that and the High-prieilhood together, Jojhua then efcaping 
from his wrath, fled into Egypt and that Jcf/s Cbrift being his fcholar, 
accompanied him thither. But the year of the Jewijh sera above mention- 
ed, under which they place the firft entering of this Jojhua on his prefident- 
ihip, was two hundred years before Chrift's birth, and many years alfo be- 
fore the reign of Alexander the Afmonean in Judaa ; but to be out two or 
three hundred years in their chronology is nothing with the Jews. They 
are certainly the word hiftorians, and the worft accounters of times, that 
ever pretended to be either. 
.-',.201 Tht. Romans having complied with the requeft of the Egyptian em- 
Proiemy kaffy to them, which I have mentioned, d fent three ambaffadors to Thilip 
lies V King of MacedoHi and Antiochm King of Syria, to let them know, that 
they had taken on them the tuition of Ttolemy King of Egypt during his 
nonage ; and to require them, that they therefore defift from invading the 
dominions of their pupil ; and that otherwife they fhould be obliged to make 
war upon them for his protection. After they had delivered this embafly 
to both Kings, c M. ALmiliw Lepidm, who was one of them, according to 
the inftructions he had received from the fenate at his firft fetting out, went 
to Alexandria to take on him in their name the tuition of the young King ; 
where having regulated his affairs , as well as the then circumftances of 
them would admit, he appointed ( Arijidmenes an Acarrtanian to be his 
guardian, and chief minifter, and then returned again to Rome. This Ari- 
jftomenes f was an old experienced minifter of that court, who had long been 
converfant in all the affairs of it ; and having undertaken this charge, he 
managed it with great prudence and fidelity. 
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The firft thing that he did was to provide againft the invafions of the a». 200. 
two confederated Kings ; in order whereto he took care to recruit the ar- E p° p e h ™ y 
my with the beft foldiers he could get ; for which purpofe * he fent Scopas ncs f . 
into Mtolia with vaft fums of money to raife as many men there as he could, 
they being then reputed the beft foldiers of the age. This Scop as had for- 
merly been the chief governor of that counrrey, and was a perfon of great 
note in his time for his military skill and prowefs ; when the time of his 
miniftry was expired, and he miffed of being continued in it as he defired, 
he left Aitolia, and went into the fervice of the King of Egypt; and 
being employed to make this levy, he brought to him from Aifolia fix 
thoufand flout men, which was a very confiderable reinforcement to the 
army. 

At this time Antiochus having paffed into kjfer AJia, and there engag- 
ed himfelf in a war with Attains King of Tergamus, the miniftry at Alex- E pj p h"7 
andria took the advantage hereof to fend Scopas with an army into Tale- nes 6. 
fiitte and Ccele-Syria for the recovery of thole provinces ; where h he ma- 
naged the war with that fuccefs, that he took feveral cities , and reduced 
all Jttdaa by force, and put a garrifon into the caftle at 'jernjalem ; and 
on the approach of winter, returned to Alexandria with full honour for 
the victories he had obtained, and with as great riches, which he had ga- 
thered from the plunder of the countrey. But it foon appeared, that his 
fucceffes this campaign were moftly owing to the abience of Antiochits, and 
the want of that oppofition thereon, which otherwile would have been 
made againft him. 

For after Antiochus i had on the interpofition of the Romans defifted from 198- 
his war againft Attains, and was come in perfon into Ccele-Syria, this foon EpiphT- y 
turned the fcales, and brought the victory abfolutely over on the other fide, u« 7. 
For altho' Scopas came again with a great army into thole parts, yet 
being encounter'd by Antiochus at 'Paneas near the fountains of the ri- 
\-er Jordan, he was k there overthrown with a great (laughter, and forc- 
ed to flee to Sidon ; where being Ihut up with ten thoufand of his men, 
he was there befieged by Antiochus, till at length he was forced by famine to 
furrender on terms of life only, and he and his men were fent thence ftripp'd 
and naked. The regency at Alexandria were not wanting to do the ut- 
moft for his relief; for on their hearing of his being befieged in Sidon, 
they fent three of their beft generals with the beft of their forces to raife 
the fiege. But Antiochus having difpofed all matters fo, that they could 
find no way to effect it, Scopas and his men were forced to fubmit to 
the difhonourable conditions I have mentioned, and to return to Alexan- 
dria, to be there provided with new cloaths, and new arms, for future 
fervice. 

After this Antiochus'' marched to Gaza, and finding there a refiftance 
that provoked his anger, he gave up the place, when taken, to be plun- 
der'd and ravag'd by his foldiers ; and then having fecur'd the pafles there 
againft the march of any new forces out of Egypt to difturb him in his 
conquefts, he marched back m and took in Betanea, Samaria, Abila, Ga- 
dera, and all other the remaining parts of Talejline and Coele-Syria, 
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and made himfelf wholly matter n both of the countries and all the cities in 
them. 

The Jews were at this time very much alienated in their affections from 
the Egyptian King ; whether it were by reafon of the former ill treatment 
of their nation by his father, or for fome frefher ill ufage they had receiv- 
ed, is not faid. It's molt likely it was becaufe of the ravages and robbe- 
ries of Scopas, on his taking Jemfalem the former year; for he was °a 
very covetous and rapacious man, laying his hands every where on all that 
he could get. And therefore on Antiochm's marching that way, p they 
willingly render'd all places unto him ; and on his coming to Jerufalem^ 
the priefts and elders went out in a folemn proceflion to meet him, and 
received him with gladnefs, and entertained him and all his army in their 
city, provided for his horfes and elephants * and affifted him with their 
arms for the reducing of the caftle, where Scop as had left a garrifon. In 
acknowledgment hereof Antiochus, i in a decree directed to 'Ptolemy, one 
of his lieutenants, granted them many privileges and favours ; and in ano- 
ther decree publifhed in their favour , he particularly ordained , that i no 
ftranger lhould enter within the 1 Sept of the temple ; which feems to have 
been provided againfl, with refpect to the attempt which Thilopator made 
to put a force upon them as to this matter ; and which, I doubt not, was 
no fmall part of the reafon that made them fo difafTected to the Egyptian 
eaufe, contrary to their former inclinations towards it. And it is to be re- 
marked, that Antiochus by former favours granted by him to their brethren, 
who were fettled in Babylonia and Mefopotamia, had declared himfelf a 
friend to their nation in fuch a manner, as had made them much more de- 
firous of having him for their fovereign, than the Egyptian King, who had 
ufed them ill ; and therefore they gladly laid hold of this opportunity to re- 
volt from him. For Antiochus, in his eaftern expeditions, having, found the 
Jews of Babylonia and Mefopotamia very ferviceable to him, and very ftea- 
dy to his intereft, entertained a great opinion of their fidelity to him. And 
therefore 5 on fome commotions that happen'd in Thrygia and Lydia, by a 
decree directed to Zeuxis, an old commander of his, and then his lieute- 
nant in thofe provinces, he ordered two thoufand families of the Jews of 
Babylonia and Mefopotamia to be fent thither for the fupprefling of thofe 
feditions, and the keeping of thofe parts in quiet ; commanding that they 
and all that they had mould be tranfported thither at the King's charges ; 
and that on their arrival thither they lhould be placed in the ltrongefl for- 
trefles for guards of the countrey, and have lands and poirellions there di- 
vided out unto them for a plentiful fubfiftence ; and that till they mould 
receive the fruits of thofe lands, they fhould be maintained out of the King's 
ltores. All which was a great argument of the opinion he had of their fi- 
delity, and of the confidence which on the account hereof he placed in 
them. And from thofe Jews, who were on this occalion tranfplanted from 
Babylonia into thofe parts, were defcended moft of the Jews whom we 
find afterwards fcattered in great numbers all over the lejfer Afia, efpecial- 
ly in the times of the firft preaching of the Gofpel. 
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AN'TIO CHVS having thus brought all Ccele-Syria and Pakftine in 
.fubje^iion to him, projected the doing of the fame, ,in kffer Jjia, rus grand 
aim being to reftqre the Syrian empire to the full extent, in which it had 
been held by any of his anceftors, especially by Seleticus Nicator the founder 
of it But to quiet the Egyptians-, that they might not renew the war in 
Tale/line and Ccele- Syria in his abfence, he fent 1 Encles of -Rhodes to Alex- 
#udruh with propofals of a marriage between Cleopatra his daughter, and 
King Ttoknp., to be confummated as foon as they Ihould be of an age fit 
for it, prornifing the reftoration of thofe provinces on the day of the nup- 
tials, by way of dower with the young Princefs ; which offer being accepted 
of, and the< contract fully agreed to on thefe terms, the Egyptians acqui- 
efced \x\/uinfiochus\ engagements for the performance of them, and no 
more renewed the war upon him, hut left him wholly free to piirfue his 
other defigns. This Jerome^ tells us was done in the feventh year of the reign 
of Epiphanes. 

ANTIO CHV St therefore having thus fecured all in peace behind him, An. 197, 
early the next fpring " did fet forward with a great fleet for the carrying Ptolemy 
on of his defigns upon leffer Afia; and at the fame time fent thither ^r-^ s ' p 8 ha " 
dyes and Mithridates, two of his fons, with a great army by land, order- 
ing them to march to Sardls, and there tarry his coming to them. At 
this time T. Quintius Flaminius the Roman general was in Greece with a 
great army making war with Philip King of ' Mace 'don. Attains 'King of 
Pergamns and the Rhodians were confederates with the Romans in this 
war ; and Antiochus having been in league widi King Thilip ever fmce the 
death of 'Ptolemy Philopator, was well underftood'ta have come into thofe 
parts to give him all the affiltance he was able.. Thus ilood the ftate of af- 
fairs in t^ofe parts, when Antiochus firtt fet out on this expedition. ' But he 
had not proceeded far in it, before they received a confiderable change in 
two particulars; that is, in the death of Attains, King of Perga^tus, and 
the overthrow of Philip King of Mace.don by the Romans. , 

For w Attains having at Thebes made an oration to the Bceqtians to per- ' r 
fuade them; to join with the Rprpqns againfl: Philip, fpokc it with that ve 7 
hemence, that his foul in a manner expiring with his voice,' he fwooned 
away, and fell down as dead in the middle of it'; and after this having lain 
fick a while at Thebes, he was carried to Pergamus 7 and there; died, aftery 
having x lived feventy two years, and reigned forty four, Jr^ having left 
behind him four fons, Eumenes, Attains, Pbiletarus, and Athene us ; " gn- 
meties the eldeft of them fucceeded him in his throne, and was >' the founder 
of the famous library that was at Pergamus. His; three brothers carried 
it with that fidelity to him, and he with that affection to them, that they 
feemed all of them to have one and the fame intereft ; and continuing in 
this concord and unanimity all their Ufe after, z they became a rare exam- 
ple of brotherly love to each other. 

As to Philip King of Macedoti, 3 he having- come to a battel with the 
Romans at a place called Cynocepbalus in Theffaly,. was there overthrown 
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with tH'e. lofs'of eight thoufand men flain, and five thoufand taken prifo- 
hers; whereon bein^ brought to diftrefs he fued for peace, which was 
granted him b barely on this confideration, that the Romans understanding 
that Antipt'hiis was coming into thofe parts with great forces, both by fea 
and land, they might not have to do with two fuch potent and warlike 
Princes at trip 'feme time. 

In the interim Antipchus c having with his fleet failed along the coafts of 
Cilicia, Tafnpbylia, Lycia, and Caria, took in a great many of the mari- 
time cities of thofe provinces, arid the iflands adjoining; and at length 
coming round tp Epbefus, feized that city, and there fet up for his winter 
quarter's, fpehdihg the remainder of the year in projecting and concerting 
"thofe measures" which might be molt proper for the accompliihing of the 
defigns that brought him into thofe parts. But d Smyrna? Lampfacm, and 
. other Greek cities in AJia, which then enjoyed their liberties, finding his 
fcheme was to reduce them all to be in the fame fubje&ion to him as they 
had formerly been to his anceftors, refolved to ftand but againft him, and 
fent to the Romans for their protection , which they readily undertook in 
their behalf. ' For they being refolved to put a flop to Antiochm's farther 
progrefs vvelhVard, as fearing to what the power of fo great a King might 
grow, iliould he eftablifh himfelf in thofe parts of AJia, according to his 
defigns, gladly laid hold of this opportunity to oppofe themfelves againft 
him ; and therefore forthwith fent ambafladors to him to require of him, 
that he mould reftore to King Tfotifuy all the cities of the letfer AJia that 
he had taken from him ; 'that he mould quit thofe that had been King Thi- 
Ttp\ ; and that he mould v permit all the Grecian cities in thofe parts to en- 
joy their liberties, and not pafs into Europe ; and to declare , that in cafe 
they had not fatisfactior^ in all thefe particulars, they would make war 
againft him. 

An. 196. "'" But before thefe ambaffadors came to him, e he had caufed one part of 
Epj'hT- 5 ' f° rces to ^ a y ^ ie § e c ^ Smyrna, a nd another to Lampjacus, and with the 
nesp. 3 reft he pafTed over the Hellefjtont, and feized all the Tbracian Cherfonefus ; 
where finding the city Lyjimachid' (which lay in the npek of the IJihmus 
leading into, that Cher fine jus or Tenmfula) lying in its ruines (it having a 
few year's before beeri reduced to this condition by the Thracians) he fet 
himfelf to rebuild it, dellgning there to lay the foundation of a kingdom 
for Seleucus. his fecond fon, and fubject the neighbouring countrey to him, 
and make this the prime feat for his refidence. While he was bufying him- 
felf in thefe projects, rf the ambafTadors fent to him from Rome came into 
Thrace, and finding him at Selymbria, a city of that countrey, they there 
had audience of him , and communicated their commiffion to him. On 
their debating with him the particulars of it, which are above mentioned, 
the Romans argued how unreafonable a thing it was, that when they had 
vanquifhed King "Philip, Antipchus fliould reap the fruits of their victory, 
by feizing his cities in AJia : That they having undertaken the guardianfhip 
of King 'Ptolemy, during his. minority, it was incumbent on them to de- 
mand restitution of all thofe cities that were taken from him ; and that 
they having decreed the restoration of all the Greek cities to their liberties, 
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it became them to fee that what they had decreed fhould be made good i 
That they required his not pafling into Europe > becaufe they could not 
fee with what other intent he Ihould make that palTage, and now build Ly- 
Jimachia on that fide, as they found him then a doing, than to be as a ftep 
to a farther war, which muft light upon them. To this Antioc bus anfwer- 
ed, that as to Ttolemy full fatisfaftion would be given him on that King's 
marrying his daughter, which was then agreed on: That as to the Greek 
cities, he intended them their freedom, but that they Ihould owe it to him, 
and not to the Romans: That as to Lyjimachia, he built it to be a refi- 
dence for his fon Seleucus: That Thrace, and the Cher fine Jus as a part of 
it, belonged all to him: as having been conquered by Seleucus Nicator his 
anceftor, on his vanquiftiing of Lyjimachus $ and therefore he paffed over 
into it as his juft inheritance. As to AJia> and the cities in it, he told them 
that they had no more to do there than he had in Italy ; and that fince he 
meddled not with any of the affairs of the latter, he wondred that they 
concerned themfelves with what was done in the former. Hereon the 
Romans having defired , that the ambaffadors from Smyrna, and Lamp fo- 
cus might be called in, and they, on their being admitted, having fpoken 
very freely as to their caufe, Antiochus could not bear it, but fell into a 
paffion, and cried out, that the Romans were not to be his judges in thefe 
matters; whereon the affembly broke up in confufion, and no fatisfaftion 
was given on either fide, but all things tended towards a breach between 
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execution his heart failing him, and inftead ©f immediately falling on, as 
fuch a defperate cafe required, he fate at home confukingand debating 
with his friends and partifans, how beft to manage the matter ; and While 
he was thus doubting and delaying the opportunity was Jolt. For Arifto- 
menes the chief minifler having in the interim gotten information of the 
whole matter, took fuch care to prevent it, that Scopas was feized , and 
being brought before the council, was there convicted of the treafon ; and 
thereon he, and all his accomplices, were put to death for it. And as to 
the reft of his Mtoliatts, they having oh this occafion forfeited the confix 
dence which the government had before in them, were moft of them here- 
on cafhier'd out of the King's fervice, and fent home into their own coun- 
trey. Thus ended the treafon of Scopas, and he is not the only villain, 
that having with great refolution enter'd on wicked defigns, hath failed 
of courage at the time of execution, and defeated his own treafon for want 
of it. For few men are fo entirely wicked, as to be thorough proof againft 
that horror and confufion of mind, which very wicked actions ufually create 
whenever they come to be executed. At hrs death he was found pofTeffed 
of vaft riches, which he had gotten in the King's fervice , by plundering 
thole countries where he commanded as general. And he having, while 
he was victorious in "Palejline, recovered Judaa and Jerufalem to the King 
of Egypt, no doubt a great part of his plunder was gotten from thence. 
One of the chiefeft of his accomplices in this treafon was T)ic<earchns, 1 who 
had formerly been admiral under "Philip King of Macedon ; and being fent 
by him to make war upon the Cyclades on a very unjuft and wicked ac- 
count, to fhew how little he regarded either piety or juftice, before he'fail- 
ed out of the port on that expedition, he erected two altars, one to iniqui- 
ty, and the other to impiety, and facrificed on them both. And do not 
all elfe do the fame, who engage in fuch horrid defigns of affafltnation and 
treafon as that was in which this man perifhed ? He having fo fignally di- 
ftinguifhed himfelf by his wickednefs, Arijlomenes very juftly diftinguilhed 
him from all the reft of the confpirators in his punifliment ; for all the 
others he poifoned, but him he tormented to death. 

When this confpiracy was fully mafter'd, k the King being now fourteen 
years old, was, according to the ufage of that countrey, declared to be out 
of his minority, and his inthronization (which the Alexandrians called his 
Anac later iaj was celebrated with great pomp and folemnity; and hereby 
the government was put into his hands, and he actually admitted to the ad- 
miniftration of it. And as long as he managed it by Ariftomenes his former 
minitter, all things went well. But when he grew weary of that able and 
faithful fervant, and put him to death to get rid of him, ' the remainder of 
his reign was all turned into diforder and confufion, and his kingdom fuf- 
fered the fame, or rather more by it, than in the worft times of his 
father. 

An J Early the next fpring Antiochus fet out from Antioch to return to 
Ptolemy Ephefus. He was no fooner gone, 1 but Hannibal came thither to put him- 
Epipha- f e ]f un der his protection. He had lived fix years quietly at Carthage fince 
nesio. Relate p eace w ith the Romans; but being now under a fufpicion of hold- 
ing fecret correfpondence with Antiochus, and plotting with him for the 
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bringing of a new war upon Italy, and fome that maligned him at home 
having fent to Rome clandeftine informations to this effect, the Romans 
fent ambafladors to Carthage to make inquiry into the matter, and to de- 
mand Hannibal to be deliver'd to them, if they found reafon for it. Han- 
nibal hearing of their arrival, fufpetfed their bufmefs, and therefore before 
they had time to deliver their meffage, got privately away to the fea more, 
and putting himfelf on board a fliip, which he had there ready, provided, 
efcaped to Tyre, and from thence went to Antioch, hoping to find Antio- 
chm there. But he being gone for Ephejiis before his arrival, he made thi- 
ther after him. Antiochus was there at that time in debate with himfelf on 
the point of making war with the Romans, being very doubtful and flu- 
ctuating in his mind, whether he mould enter on it or no. But Hannibal's 
coming to him foon determined his refolutions for the war, he being here- 
on excited to it, not only by the arguments which this great adverfary of 
the Romans prefled upon him for it, but efpecially becaufe of the opinion 
he had of the man. For he having often vanquiflied the Romans, and 
thereby juitly acquired the reputation of having exceeded all other generals 
in military skill, this created in Antiochus a confidence of being able to do 
all things with him on his fide. And therefore thinking of nothing thence- 
forth but of victories and conquefts, he became fixed for the war ; and all 
this year and the next were fpent in making preparations for it. In the mean 
time however ambafiadors were fent from both fides on pretence of accom- 
modating matters, but in reality only to fpy out and difcover what each other 
was a doing. 

This year Simon the High-prieft of the Jews being dead, m his eldeft: 
fon Onias, the third of that name, fucceeded in his ftead, and held that 
office, reckoning it to the time of his death, twenty four years ; he had 
the character of a very worthy good man, but falling into ill times, he pe- 
riled in them in the manner as will be hereafter related. 

About this time died " Eratofthenes , the fecond library-keeper at ^.194- 
Alexandria, being eighty two years old at the time of his death, and was £^^7 
B fucceeded in his office by Apollonius Rhodius the author of the Ar- ties 11. 
gonantics. This Apollonius had been a fcholar of CaUimachus, but having 
afterwards very much offended him, p CaUimachus wrote a very bitter 
invective againft him, which he called Ibis, from the name of a bird in 
Egypt which ufed to foul his bill by cleanfing his breech ; intimating there- 
by, as if the offence given him by his fcholar was by foul words againil him, 
and that he therefore gave him this name, to exprefs thereby that he was 
a foul-mouth'd perfon. Hence Ovid, writing an invective againft one that 
had in like manner offended him, calls him in imitation of CaUimachus by 
the fame name of Ibis. Altho' this Apollonius was called Rhodius, 1 it was 
only for that he had long lived at Rhodes, not that he was born there ; for 
he was a native of Alexandria, and there at length he ended his days, be- 
ing called thither from Rhodes to take upon him this office in the King's 
library. 
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Ptoiem ANTIOCHVS being eagerly fet in his mind for a war with the Ro- 
Epi P ha- y 9»a»s t after having made the preparations I have mentioned, he endeavour- 
nes i a. ed farther to ttrengthen himfelf by making alliances with the neighbouring 
Princes. To this intent he * went to Rapbia, the place in the confines of 
c Palejiine and Egypt, which hath been above mentioned, and there mar- 
ried his daughter Cleopatra to King 'Ptolemy Epiphanes, agreeing to give 
with her by way of dower the provinces of Coele-Syria and 'Palejtine, 5 up- 
on the terms of fharing the revenues equally between them , according as 
had been before promifed. And on his return from thence to Antioch, 
he 1 married Antiochis , another of his daughters , to Ariarathes King of 
Cappadocia, and u would have given a third to Eumenes King of Tergamus* 
But that King refufed his alliance contrary to the opinion of his three bro- 
thers : For they thought it would be a great ftrengthning of his intereft to 
be fon-in-law to fo great a King, and therefore advifed him to it. But 
Eumenes foon convinced them, by the reafons which he gave for the re- 
fufal, that he had much better confidered the matter. For he told them, 
that if he married Antiochus's daughter, he Ihould be obliged thereby to 
engage with him in his war againft the Romans, which he faw he was at 
that time entering on % and then if the Romans were conquerors , as he 
had reafon to think they would, he muft partake of the misfortunes of the 
conquered, and be undone by it. And on the other hand , if Antiocbus 
Ihould have the better, he ffiould have no other advantage by it, but under 
the notion of being Ms fon-in-law the eafier to become his Have. For 
whenever he ihould gain the upper-hand in the war, all AJia muft truckle to 
him, and every Prince therein become his homager ; that much better 
terms were to be expe&ed from die Romans, and that therefore he would 
flick to them ; and the event fufficientty proved the wifdom of his choice. 
An. i pi. After thefe marriages were over, Antiochus haften'd again into lejjfer 
Ep° 1 "". y AJia, and w came to Ephejus in the depth of the winter. From thence in 
h'cs 13. the beginning of the fpring he marched againft the Tijidians, who ftood 
out againft him ; but he had not long been engaged in this war, * e'er he 
had the news of the death of Antiochus, his eldeft fon. This brought him 
back again to Ephejus, there to mourn for this lofs ; and a great fhew of 
forrow was there made by him on this account. But it was commonly 
faid that it was all fhew only; that y in reality he himfelf procured his fon's 
death, and made him fall a facrifice to his jealoufy. For he was a Prince 
of great hopes * and had given fuch proofs of his wifdom, goodnefs, and 
other royal virtues, that he became the idol of all that knew him. This they 
fay made the old King jealous of him, and therefore on his Iaft arrival at 
Ephejus having fent him back into Syria, on pretence that he might there 
take care of the eaftern provinces, caufed poifon to be there given him 
by fome of the eunuehs of the court, and fo did rid himfelf of him. But 
fcarce any Prince hath died an untimely death, whofe life was defixable, but 
fufpicions have been raifed, and rumours fpread about of poifon, or fome 
other violence for the caufe of it ; and perchance fuch a bare fufpicion was 
all that was in this cafe. 
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As foon as the folemnity of this mourning was fomewhat over, and 
Aniiochus- began 'ajgain to betake himfelf to bufinefs, great * confutation 
was had between him and thofe of his council about his patting into Greece., 
and there begirining the war which he had refolved on with the Romans. 
Hannibal, who was for making Italy, and not Greece, the feat of the warj 
was' not called to any of thefe' councils: For being then under fufpicion 
with Afitiochm, he had no more of his confidence. This was effected by 
t5e craft of Tnblinz Vitlim, who thereby over-reached the craftieft and 
the moft cautious of men. For a this Villius being ambaflador from the 
Romans to Antiochm, took all opportunities to converfe with Hannibal 
This had the effeft he intended, which was. to bring him into fufpicion with 
Antiochm; and hereon his counfel being no more regarded; Greece was 
made the feat of the war, and not Italy, as he advifed. This faved Italy 
from having Hannibal again with another war in its bowels, which might 
have been as dangerous to the Roman ilate, as when he was there in the 
former war. 

But that which pinn'd down his refolution for the beginning of the war 
in Greece, was an embaffy from the Mtolians to invite him thither The 
Miblians, from being late confederates of the Romans, being now on 
fome difguft become their enemies b , fent this embaffy to Antiochm to draw 
him into Greece againft them, not only promifing him the affiftance of all 
their forces, but alfo giving him aflurances, that he might depend on the 
joining of Thilip King of Macedonia, Nabls King of Lacedemonia, and other 
of the Grecian principalities and flates with him ; who having conceived 
as they told him, great enmity againft the Romans, waited only his comimr 
to declare againft them. Thoas, who was at the head of this embafTv Pref 
fed all this upon him with great earneftnefs, telling him, that the Romans 
being gone home with their army, had left Greece empty ; that now was 
the time for him to take poffeffion of it ; that if he laid hold of this od 
portumty, he would find all things as it were prepared for the putting of 
the whole countrey into his hands; and that he had nothing more to do 
but to come over thither to make himfelf mafter of it. Which reorefen 
tation prevailed lb far with him, that he immediately pafTed over imo 
Greece, and thereby rafhly precipitated himfelf into a war with the Romans 
without duly concerting the meafures proper for fuch an under^T^ 
carrying a fufficient number of men with him to fupport it For hi left 
Lampfacm Trow and Smyrna, three powerful cities in AJta, behind him 
unreduced; and his forces that were coming to him from SyrTlL Z 
eaftern countries, having not yet reached him, he pafTed overwthno 
more than ten thoufand foot, and five hundred horfe, which werl fcarce 
enough to take pcrffeffion of the countrey were it wholly naked and he 
to have no war with the Romans in it. With thefe fovr^ hT, f ? 
ifland of Eub.a about the end of the toSr?S to JhcSfcl* 

SZIT' 4 VT n in TheIal ^ WhGre he caUed his officers and chief 
commanders of his army together, <=to confult with them about tte future 
operations of the war; and Hannibal being again rdtodSSfij 

Livms, lib. 36. Appan. in Syriacis. Juftin. lib. 31. cap. & 6 ' 3 

favour 
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feypTir and confidence, had his p r lace ampqg then*,;, and [being asked his 
&am-m Ac foil place* hs infilled en what be bad, often declared, that 



gjSbV-Wary'bp advice fiijthe, prefect .flate of affairs.was, that the King 
%utd immediately fend for all his other forces oui of Afia, without, de- 
pending arry longer either on .the Mtoliaps^at othex.&recfan confederates* 
wbp ^'fiptef^w would dfceivehim-;. and that as fopn as they were arrive^, 
he ihould np^rcH with. .tb£wl towards thofe eoatts of Grw that were over 
agayjfl: It'afo* and. there, have "Jus fleet with him on 'the i"anie coafts.;, one 
lja# of' w^ni^f i^fe^flipuf4' r he employed to ravage and alarm the.cpafts 
of Xta'fjL and the other ,half -kept »i fome port near him to make a fhew 
of fts parting over, and accordingly to be ready to pals over for the, taking: 
of dh fuch advantages as occafipns might offer. This he faid would ( keep 
the komans at "home to defend 5 their own coafts, and would be the prp- 
pereft method- which could tloen be taken, of carrying the war into. Italy* 
whqre alone (he perilled',), the Romans could be conquered. And this 
was the befl advice wlu\?h .ce-uld then be given AutLochus ; but he follow- 
ed if oujy m ihai particular which related to the fetching over his forces put 
of AJia • for he immediately jfenr. to'Poly.xeiiidas his admiral to tranfport 
them into Greece, . But as tp all other particulars, his courtiers and flat- 
terers diverted him from hearkning to 'them. They blew him up. into a 
conceit, that victory was. certain on his' fide ; that if he made his way to it 
by the mcUiods winch Uawiibal had adyilcd, then he, as the adyifer and 
dii-e^or, would have the glory of it, which the King o^ght to referye whol- 
ly to 'himfelf; and thercfofe-they advifed tynj. r to follow his own oounfels, 
without hearkning any more to' that Carthaginian. After this d the King 
went to Lamia, and there being inverted With the chief command of Mto- 
iiajis, and having receive^ thereon • the applaufe and acclamations of that, 
people, he returned to Eub&a, and having made himfelf mafter of ' Chal- 
cb i n that ifland, there took, up his winter quarters for the enfuing win, 
ter, In the interim Eumeaes K,ing.pf Tergamtis fen? Att'alus his brother 
to Rome, to acquaint the fenate <$4*tiocimt\ paffage into Greece; where- 
on they immediately prepared for the war, and fent Acilius Glahrio their 
conful into Greece with an army for the managing of it. 

A N'T I O CHV S, while .he lay in his winter quarters, e fell in love with 
y the daughter of his hofj: in whofe houfe he lodged ; and although now 
" paft fifty, was. fo defperately enamour'd of this young girl, who was under 
twenty -, that nothing could fatisfy him but he mutt marry her; and there- 
on he fpent the remaking part of the winter in nuptial feaftings, and in 
love i dalliances with his new bride, inflead of making thofe preparations 
which were.neceffary for -the carrying on of that dangerous war he was 
then engaged in ; which created a great loofe and thorough relaxation of 
difcipline in all elfe about him, till at length he f was roufed up by the news, 
tjaat Acilius the "Roman cerifui was on a full march into Ttetfaly againfthim- 

" IJvius, lib. jf. .; e Liyiu,S, Hh,. -36. . Appianus , in Syriaeis. Ajh^na:us, lib. 10. c. 3.1- 
Excerjtta VaUfii, P- i9t-A 609. Plutarc'hus m'Phiiopcernene. f PlWarchus in 3VI. Catpne. 

Appiaq. in Syrians., liivias,. lib. 36. Athensus, ljb, ip, cap. iz. Frontiniis Stratagem, lib. z. 
cap. 4/ T ullius <3e fencftutc. 
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\11 that he could do-on this alarm ■ was to feize the freights of Tbermo&U* 
and fend to the 'Mtotians for more forces. For Tolyxenidas having not 
been able to tranfport his AJian forces, by reafon of contrary winds and ill 
w eather, he had no other forces then with him, but thofe whom he firft 
brought over. But before any of the Mtolians could come to him, • Cato, 
one of the Roman generals then with the conful, having with a ttrong de- 
tachment gotten over the mountains by the fame path in which Xerxes, 
and after him Brentms, had formerly forced a paflage over them } his men 
feeing themfelves hereby ready to be encompafied, threw down their arms 
and fled ; whereon being purfued by the Romans, they were all cut in pie- 
ces* excepting only five hundred, with whom Antiochus made his efcape 
to Chalets: On his arrival thither he made all the hafte lie could from thence 
to his fleet, and having gotten on board it with this poor remainder of his 
forces, pafTed over to Ephefus, carrying with him his new married wife ; 
and there thinking himfelf fafe from the Romans > neglected every thing 
that might make him fo, and again relapfed into his former dotage on that 
woman, indulging himfelf in it to a total neglect of all his affairs, till at 
Iength h Hannibal rouzed him out of it by laying before him his danger, 
and reprefenting to him what was neceflary for him forthwith to do for 
the fecuring of himfelf from it. Hereon he ferit to batten the march of 
thofe forces from the eaftern provinces, which were not yet arrived, and 
having fitted out his fleet, failed with it to the Thracidn Cherjbnefits, and 
having there reinforced Lyjimachia, and farther fortify'd and ftrcngthen'd 
Sejius, and Abydus, and all other places thereabout, for the hindring of the 
Romans from parting the Hellefpont into AJia^ he returned again to Ephe- 
ftis ; where in a grand council it being refolved to try their fortune by 
fea, ' Tolyxenidas, Autiochus's admiral* was ordered out with the fleet to 
fight C. Livius the Roman admiral, then newly come into the Aegean fea. 
Near mount Corycus in Ionia both fleets meeting, a fharp fight enfued be- 
tween them, wherein Tolyxenidas being beaten, with the lofs of ten Ihips 
funk, and thirteen taken, was forced to retire with the remainder to Ephe- 
J?ts; and the Romans putting in at Came, a port in ALolis, did there fet up 
their fleet for the enfuing winter, fortifying the place, where they drew it 
to land, with a ditch and a rampart. 

In the interim Antiochus was at Magnejia, bufying himfelf in drawing 
together his land-army. On k his hearing of this defeat of his fleet at Cory- 
cus, he haften'd to the fea coafts, and applied himfelf with his utmoft care 
to repair the lofs, and fet out a new fleet, that might keep the maftery of 
thofe feas ; in order whereto he refitted thofe fliips that had efcaped from 
the late defeat, added others to them, and fent Hannibal into Syria to 
bring from thence the Syrian and 'Phoenician fleets for their reinforcement. 
And then having ordered Seleucus his fon with one part of the army into 
Molis to watch the Roman fleet, and keep all there in fubjecfion to 
him, he with the reft took up his quarters in Thrygia for the enfuing 
winter. 
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Pto] 1 - 90 r ^" E next ^ ar X R° mans ^ ent Lucius Scipio their conful, and Scipio 
Epipha-* ^frtcanns his brother as his lieutenant, to carry on the war againft Antio- 
ncs 15-. elms by land in the place of Acilius Glabrio,- and L. Aimilius Rhegellus to 
cbmmand their fleet at fea in the place of C. Livius. 

I n the beginning of the year m Polyxenidas, Afitiochus's admiral, hav- 
ing by a ftratagem over-reached Paujiftratus, who commanded the Rho- 
dian fleet, that was fent to the afliftance of the Romans, furprized him in 
the port of Sarftos, and there deftroyed twenty nine of his fhips, and him 
with' them. Brit the Rhodians, inftead of being difcouraged by this lofs, 
were enraged for the revenging of it, and immediately fet out another 
fleet more powerful than the former, with which, in conjunction with Ai- 
milius the Roman admiral, they failed to " Elea, and there relieved Eu- 
irienes King of Pergamits, when almoft fwallowed up by Antiocbns, and 
afterward being fent to meet Hannibal on his coming with the Syrian and 
'Phoenician fleet to the King, ° they alone eneounter'd him on the coafts of 
Pdmphylia, and by the goodnefs of their imps, and the skilfulnefs of their 
marines, overthrew that great warrior ; and having driven him into port, 
there pent him up, fo that he could ftir no farther for the afliftance of the 
King. 

ANTIOCHV S hearing of this defeat^ and at the fame time having 
received an account, that the Roman conful was with a great army on 
his full march thro' Macedonia , in order to pafs the Hellejpont into AJia, 
p he could think of ho better courfe for the hindring of his paflage, and 
the keeping of the war out of AJia, than to recover again the maftery of 
the teas, which he had in a great meafure loft by the two late defeats : 
For then he might have his fleets at leifure and in full power to cut off 
all pbfllbility bf parting an army into AJia either by the Hellejpont or any 
other way. And therefore refolving to attempt this at the hazard of ano- 
ther battel, he came tb Ephejusi where his fleet ldy ; and having there, on 
a review, put it into the bell po'fture he was able , and furnifhed his ma- 
rines with all things neceflary for another encounter, he fent them forth 
under the command of Polyxenidas his admiral to fight the enemy. And 
they i having met Aimilius with the Roman fleet near Myonnejus, a mari- 
time town in Ionia, they there fell upon him* but with no better fuccefs 
than in the former engagements : For Aimilius having gained an entire vi- 
ctory, Polyxenidas was forced to flee back again to Epbejus, with the lofs 
of twenty nine of his fhips funki and thirteen taken. This put Antiochus 
into ftich a cbnfterhatloh, that being frighted as it were out of his wits, 
he very abfurdly fent to recal all his forces out of Lyjimachia, and the 
Other towns on the Hellefitont, for fear left they fhbuld fall into the ene- 
mies hands, who were approaching thdfe parts to pafs into AJia ; whereas 
the only way left him to have hinder'd that paflage, was to have continu'd 
them there. But he did hot only thus abfurdly withdraw them from thence, 
wtien he tiloft needed them there, but did it With fuch precipitation, that 
he left all the provifions which he had laid up there for the war behind 
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him • fo that when the Romans came: thither, they. found: all neceflaries 
for their army, in fuch plenty, ftored; up ■ in.-thoft places ^^.as^ey^ had- been 
of purpofe provided for them ; and- the paffage of the Hellene*, left fo. 
free to them, that they tranfported their army over, it- without any oppo- 
fitiom, where only, with: the beft advantage-, oppofmon. could- have been 
made aaainft them. W hen, r Autiochus. heard of the Romans being in AJia.^ 
he beean to- grow diffident of- his caufe, and would gladly have got rid 
of the war with them* which he had; fo raflily run himfelf into ; and: there- 
fore fent ambafladorsLto.the two Stipe's, to defire peace; and- to make his 
way. the eafier to if, he reftored'.tO'«5r?>//3 Africanus his fpn (who had been 
takenprifoner in this war).- without ranfom ; but notwithftanding this, be- 
ins able on no Other terms to. obtain peace, than on the quitting of all 
Mia on this, fide mount Tauaus^ and paying the Romans- all the expences 
of the war,, he thought he could fuffer nothing by the war more grievous 
than fuch, * peace, and therefore 5 prepared to decide the matter by bat- 
tel, and the Romans did the fame. Antiochms army, according to Livy y 
confifted of feventy thoufand foot, twelve thoufand horfe, and fifty four 
elephants ; whereas the Roman forces amounted to no more than thirty 
thoufand. Both armies met near Magnefia. under mount Stylus, and 
there it came to a decifive ftroke between tbem^ in which Antioebtis re- 
ceiving a total overthrow, loft fifty thoufand foot, and four thoufand horfe 
ilain upon the field of battel, and fourteen hundred more taken prifonersj 
and he himfelf difficultly efcaped to Sardu, gathering up in his way fuch, 
of his forces as furvived this terrible daughter. From Savdis he paffed to 
Cdtena in Thrygia, where he heard his fan Sekucus had efcaped from the 
battel, and having there joined him, made all the hafte he could over 
mount Taurus into Syria. Hannibal, and Scipio Africanus were both ab- 
fent from this battel ; the former being with the Syrian fleet pent up in 
Tamphylia by the Rhodians, and the other detained by ficknefs at Elea. 
As foon as Antiochus was arrived at Antioch , ' he fent from thenee An- 
tipater his brother's fon* and Zeuxis, who had been governor of Lydiq, 
and 'Phrygia under him, to defire peace of the Romans. They found the 
conful at Sardif, and there Scipio Africanus, who was now recovered 
from his ficknefs, being come , they firft applied themfelves to him j and 
he introduced them to the conful his brother: Whereon a council being 
held on the fubjecT: of their embafly, after full eonfultation therein had 
about it, the ambafiadors were called in, and Scipio Africanus delivering 
the fenfe of the council, told them, that as the Romans ufed not to fink 
low when vanquished, fo neither would they carry themfelves too high 
when conquerors ; and that therefore they would require no other terms 
of peace after the battel, than thofe which were demanded before it ; 
that is, that Antiochus fliould pay the whole expences pf the -war, and quit 
all Afia on this fide mount Taurus ; which being then accepted of, ^nd .the 
expences of the war eftimated at fifteen thoufand talents 11 <>f Eub&a, it was 

agreed 
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agreed that it mould be paid in manner following; that is to fay, five hun- 
dred talents prefent, two thoufand five hundred when the fenate Ihould 
ratify what was then agreed, and the reft in twelve years time, at the rate 
of a thoufand talents in each of thofe years. And L. Cot (a was fent from 
the conful with the ambafladors to Rome, to acquaint the fenate of the 
agreement, and there fully conclude and ratify the fame. And a little 
after the five hundred talents were paid the conful at Ephejks, and hofta- 
ges were given for the payment of the reft, and the performance of all 
other articles that were agreed on ; among whom one was Antiochus, one 
of the King's fons* who afterwards reigned in Syria by the name of An- 
tiochus Epiphanes. Hannibal the Carthaginian, and Thoas the JEtolian, 
who were the chief incentors of this war, were alfo demanded by the Ro- 
mans to be delivered up unto them on the making of the peace. But as 
foon as they heard that a treaty was entered on, forefeeing what would be 
the refult of it, they both took care to get out of the way before it came 
to a conclufion. 

An. 189. The w next year Cn. Manlius Vulfo, who fucceeded L. Scipio in the 
Ptolemy confulfhip, coming into AJia to fucceed him in that province, Scipio de- 
nes P i<5. livered to him the army, and with Scipio Africanm his brother returned 
to Rome, where the peace which they made with Antiochus being ratified 
and confirmed* and all AJia on this fide mount Taurus delivered into the 
hands of the Romans, 51 they reftored the Grecian cities to their liberties, 
gratified the Rhodians with the provinces of Caria and Lycia, and gave 
all the reft of it, that had before belonged to Antiochus, to Eumenes King 
of Fergamus. For Eumenes and the Rhodians having been their confede- 



two Attic Minas ; from hence it follows that feventy two Attic Minse are equal to feventy Euboic Mi- 
nx ; and. fixty of each making a talent, this pews the difference that is between art Euboic talent and 
an Attic. But there were two other forts of Euboic talent j, or authors give us difagreeing accounts 
concerning it, F'.'ftus faith, Euboicum taientum nummo Grsco feptem millium, noftro quatuor 
mlllium denariorum (in voce Euboicum) i. e. An Euboic talent confifls in Greek money of 7000 
drachms, and in our Latin money of 4000 Roman pennies. But here is a manifefl error in the 
copy as all agree, inftead of 4000, it ought to be 7000. Roman pennies : For, according to Feftus, a 
drachm and a Roman fenny were equal: For in the word taientum he faith, that an Attic talent 
(which confified of 6000 drachms) contained 6000 Roman pennies. According to Feftus therefore, 
a Roman penny and an Attic drachm were equal, and 7000 of thefe made Feftus'/ Euboic talent. 
But the Euboic talent, by which Antiochus was to pay this fum of IJCOO talents to the Romans was 
much higher: For Polybius tells us (Legal. 24. p. 817.) and fo alfo doth Livy, lib. 37, & 38. that 
they were to contain each eighty librce or Roman founds. But every libra or Roman found containing 
ninety fix Roman pennies, eighty of thofe libra? tnuSl contain 7680 Roman pennies, i. e. 240/, of our 
money. But here it is to be obferVed, that in the treaty of this peace made with Antiochus, there is 
a difference between Polybius and Livy in the. cofies which they give its of it. For altho' Livy, as 
well as Polybius, doth in the protocol of the treaty (lib. 37.) fay that the If 000 talents to be paid 
the Romans were to be Euboic talents , yet Livy in the treaty it felf faith they were to be Attic ta- 
lents. But here Livy writing from Polybius, is miftaken in the verfion he made of this treaty from 
the Greek copy of it, which he found, in him. For whereas in Polybius the words are, that the mo- 
ney to be paid the Romans Jhould be 'At7«*» «e*V«, Livy mifiaking the meaning of the Greek 
fhrafe render'd it of Attic talents ; whereas what is there faid is meant only of the Attic ftandari. 
'For as the Euboic talent was of the greatcfl weight, fo the Attic money was of the fixes! filver of any 
in Greece, and by the treaty the money -was to be faid according to both ; that is, the Romans having 
conquered Antiochus, not only obliged him to fay this vafl fum for his feace, but alfo made him pay 
it in talents of the highest weight, and in filver of the bell and fines t ftandard in all Greece. So 
that the Romans might in this cafe fay the fame to him, as formerly Brennus did to them. Vx vi- 
£tis, i. e. Woe be to the conquered. " Livius, lib. 37. Appianus in Syriacis. 

* Livius, lib. 37, & 38. Polybius Legat. p. 818,819, &c. & p. 845-. Diodorus Siculus Le- 
. gat. 10. Appianus ibid. 

rates 
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rates through this whole war, and much aflifted them iri it, they had thefe 
countries given them for the reward of their fervice. 

MANLIV S, after the time of his confuliliip was out, being continued a»- 188, 
flill in the fame province * as pro-conful, he there waged war againft, the Ep°p < h a 1 - y 
Gauls, who had planted themfelves \vuifia; and having fubdued them innes 17, 
feveral battels, and reduced them to live orderly within the limits aflign- 
ed them, he thereby delivered all that countrey from the terror of thofe 
barbarous people , who lived moftly hitherto by harafling and plundering 
their neighbours ; and fo quieted all things in thofe parts, that thenceforth 
the empire of the Romans became thoroughly fettled irt all that countrey 
as far as the river Halys on the one fide, and mount Taurus on the other ; 
and the Syrian Kings became thenceforth utterly excluded from having 
any thing more to do in all the lejfer AJia. Whereon Antiochus is faid to 
have expreffed himfelf, 7 that he was much beholden to the Romans in that 
they had hereby eafed him of the great care and trouble which the govern- 
ing of fo large a countrey mud have coft him. 

ANTIOCHUS being at great difficulties how to raife the money ^ l8 7- 
which he was to pay the Romans, he marched into the eaftern provinces, Epfoh?- 7 
s to gather the tribute of thofe countries to enable him to it, leaving his nes 18. 
fon Seleucus (whom he had declared his fucceflbr) to govern in Syria 
during his abfence. On his coming into the province of Elymais, hearing 
that there was a great treafure in the temple of Jupiter Be/us in that coun- 
trey, he feized the temple by night, and fpoiled it of the riches that were 
laid up in it ; whereon the people of the countrey rifing upon him for the 
revenging of this facrilege, flew him and all that were with him. So *Dio- 
dorus Siculus, Juftin, Strabo, and Jerome relate the manner of his death ; 
but h Aurelius Vittor tells us, that he was {lain by fome of his own followers* 
whom he did beat in a drunken fit, while at one of his carouzals. 

He was a Prince of a very laudable character for humanity, clemency, 
and beneficence, and of great juftice in the administration of his govern- 
ment ; and till the fiftieth year of his life, managed all his affairs with that 
valour, prudence, and application, as made him to profper in all his un- 
dertakings; which defervedly gained him the title Of the great. But after 
that age declining in the wifdom of his conduct, as well as in the vigour 
of his application, every thing that he did afterwards leflened him as faft 
as all his aftions had aggrandized him before, till at length being vanquim- 
ed by the Romans, he was driven out of the beft part of his dominions 
and forced to fubmit to very hard and difgraceful terms of peace, and at 
laft ending his life in a very ill and impious attempt, he went out in a ftink 
like the fnuff of a candle. 

The prophecies of 'Daniel, chap. xi. from the tenth verfe to the nine- 
teenth inclufive, refer to the actions of this King, and were all fulfilled by 
them. What we find foretold in the tenth verfe, was exactly accomplifhed 
in the war which Antiochus made upon Ttolemy Thilofator for the conquer- 
ing of Oele-Syria and Talejiine, as it is above related, annis tzx, xxo^io, 

^Llvf, CV f th and tWelfth verfes are foretold expedition 

which Thilopator made into Taleftine againft Antiochus anno x 17, and the 

I SilV 8 ', • 2 CiCer ° P /,° De!otaro Reg* Valerius Maximus, lib. 4. cap 1 

victory 
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viftofy whicli'he then got over him at Rap'hia. For there the great mul- 
titude, that is the great army, which Ant'idchiis brought thither againft him, 
was givejtinto his hands, and 'Ptolemy did cd'Sf down', that is flew many 
iioufitU of ttiem', and diffipated arid put to flight all the rdftl Arid yet 
the fame prophecy tells us, that riotwithftahdirig all this, he Jhould'not 
be Jlren'gfheAJ.By .it, arid fo it happen'd. For Ptolerhy being wholly given 
up to 'luxury, ftpth, arid volup^ubuFriefs, rriade hafte back again into Egypt , 
there to .'.enjoy his fill of them after this vidory, without taking the advan- 
tages ,which it gave him. By which ill conduct he ftirred up fome of his 
popple to ( fedidori and 'rebellion, arid weaker! 'd himfelf in the affe^ciion and 1 
e^eem of al^ the reft, as is above related'urider the year's xi6 ahd it$. What 
follows tp'the end" of the fcveriteeri^th verfe, fdfetels the renewal' of that War 
by^titiochus after certain years, that is anno 0,03, fourteen years after the 
erjding of .the fojraier war, when' oh the, death of Phildpdtor, and the fuc- 
Kihg ceedirig of bis irirant-iori Ptolemy Epiphanes in his ftead, Atitiochu's 
of the ^ North returned, and came again into Ccefe-Syria and Palefiine for 
the recovering of thofe provinces, bringing with him a greater niultitude 
than in the former war ; that is that gredt army , which he brought! with 
him put of the eaft on his late return from thence. What is faid in the 
fourteenth verfe, that in thofe times (that is iri the fifft years of the feign 
pit Efipfidties the Kin£ of the South') maiiy Jhbuld (land lip dgainfl hint, 
was fully verified' by the leaguing of the Kings of Matedbri and Syria to- 
gether againft him to feize ah his dorninions, and divldfe them between 
them; by trie fediti'orij of Agatho'cles, Agdihb'cleu, and' thp'o'/emtis to invade 
his ,1'oyal power ; and by the corifplracy of Scopds utterly to extinguifh it, 
and feize the kingdom for himfelf ; all wh'ich are above related to have 
happen'd in thefe tirijes. And, the fame prophecy tells us, that in thofe 
fame times many 'violators of the law among the people of the prophet, that 
i$ ( the^Wf apoftati,zing from, the law, ihoxild exalt themfelves, that is tin- 
der the favour of trie King of the South ; for the pleafing of whom they 
fliould fbrfake their God ajid^ their holy religion, but that they jhould fall 
arid be cut off, i. e. by Atftiochus ; and, to it came to pats. For Antio- 
chus having, anno 198, made hitnfelf matter, of Judied and Jer'ufalem y did 
cut off, or drive from thence* all thofe of Ptolemy's party, who had thus 
far given, themfelves up to him;, but Jhew.ed particular favour to thofe 
Jews, who perfevering in the bbfervarice of their law, would not comply 
with any propofal's of the King of Egypt to apoftatize from it In the fif- 
teenth 1 verfe the holy prpphet, foremews the vi&ory by which Ahtiochus the 
King of the North fhould make nimfelf again matter of Ccele-Sy'ria arid Pa~ 
l e Jf? ne \ tn ^. * s now ne fhpuld come again into thofe provinces, and caji up 
mounts againfl the mo ft fenced cities in them, and take them ; and this he 
did in the year 198. For having then variquifhed the King of Egypt's ar- 
my at Paneas, he befieged. and took fifft Sidon, and next Gaza, and then 
all the other cities of thofe provinces, and made himfelf thorough mailer 
of, the whole, countrey. For although the King of Egypt lent an army 
againft him of his chofen people, that is of his choiceft troops, and under 
the command of his beft generals, yet they could not prevail, or have any 
flrength to withffarid Htm, but we're variquifhed arid repuTfed by him ; fo 
that, as the prophet proceeds to tell us iri the fixteenth verfe, he did ac- 
cording to hfs jvflljn ; a !l 'Cdte-S$r$d 'and P'aleflihe, -and ndrie could there 
ftand befofe htm. And oh the fubjefting of thefe provinces "to 'hirri, the 

fame 
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fame prophetic text goes on to tell us, That he Jhould ftand in, the glorious 
land, and' that it Jhould be confumcd ' by his hand\ and fo accordingly. it 
came to pafs. For on his fubduing.5P^y?/w, he entered, into Judaa, the 
wlorioas . land, which was a part of Taleftijie, and there cftablifhed his au^ 
thordty, and made it there- firmly to ftand, after he had expelled, out of 
the ca'ftle of Jerufalem the garrifon which Scopas had left, there. But that 
{£u-.rifon> having-, made, fuch reiiitance, that Antiochus was forced to go thi- 
ther udthi all his army to reduce it and the liege continuing fome time, 
if happen'd. hereby that the countrey was eaten up, and confimed by the 
foraging of the foldiers.; and. Jerufalem fuffered fuch damage during the 
ficgeofthe caftle, both from the befieged and the beiiegers, that it was 
near ruined by it ; which fully appears by the decree which Atttiochtts af- 
terwards, granted the Jews for repairing of their demolifh'd city,, and the 
reftoring of it from the ruinous condition into which it was thenreduced. 
This decree was. directed to 'Ptolemy** one of Antiochus\ lieutenants, and 
who then feems to have been his governor in that province, and it is 1 till 
extant c in Jofephus. In the feventeenth verfe is foretold, how that when 
Antiochus was ready to have enter d Egypt with the ftrength.of his whole 
kingdom, he made mi agreement with Ptolemy to give him his daughter in 
marriage, corrupting her, that is with ill principles to betray her husband 
to him , and thereby make him mafler of Egypt : For d Jerome tells us, 
this match was made with this fraudulent defign. But Jhe did not ftand 
on his- fide, neither was far him, but when married to King 'Ptolemly, fpr- 
fook the intcreft of her father, and wholly embraced that of her husband ; 
and therefore we find her joining with him c in art embafly to the Romatis, 
for the congratulating of their victory gained by A'cilius at the ftreights of 
Thermopylae over her own father. The eighteenth verfe tells us of Antiochus' s 
turning of his face unto the ijles, and his taking of many, of them : And. fo 
accordingly it was done. For after having finifhed the war in Cxle-Syria 
and Taleftiue, anno 197, he fent two of his fons with his army by land to 
Sardis, and he himfelf with a great fleet at the fame time failed into the 
Aigean fea, and there took in many of the iflands in it, and extended 
his power and dominion much in thofe parts, till at length the Trince of 
the people, to whom he had offered reproach by that invafion, that is Lucius 
Scipio the Roman conful, made the reproach turn upon him, by overthrow- 
ing him in the battel at mount Sipylus, and driving him out of all lejfer 
AJia. This forced him, according to what is foretold in the nineteenth 
verfe, to return to the fort of his own land, that is to Antiqch^ the chief 
feat and fortrefs of his kingdom. From whence going into the eaftern 
provinces to gather money to pay the Romans^ he fumbled and fell, and 
was no more found, as the facred text exprefleth it ; that is, on his at- 
tempting to rob the temple in Elymais, he failed in his defign, and was cut 
off and flain in it, fo that he returned not into Syria, or was any more foujfd 
there. 

In the year that Antiochus died, Cleopatra^ daughter, Queen of Egypt " s 
bore unto Ttolemy Epiphanes her husband f a fon, who reigned after him in 
Egypt by the name of Ttolemy Thilometor. Hereon « all the great men 



<= Antiq. lib. 12. cap. 3. «Un compiem. sid-cap. xi. Datjielis. ^lavais, lib. 37. 

f He was fix years old when his father 4kd, find therefore rtiuS} iave been born .#is"ye/?r. 
B Jofephus, lib. 12. cap. 4. 

and 
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and prime nobility of Coele-Syria and Tale/tine haften'd to Alexandria to 
congratulate the King and Queen, and make them thofe prefents which 
were ufual on fuch an occalion. But Jofeph (who on the reiteration of 
thofe provinces to the King of Egypt, was again reftored to his office of 
colle&'mg the King's revenues in them) being h too old to take on him fuch 
a journey himfelf, fent Hyrcanus his fon to make his compliment in his Head. 
This Hyrcanus was the youngeH of his fons , but being of the quicker! 
parts, and belt underllanding of them all , was belt qualified for this em- 
ployment. The hiftory of his birth is very remarkable ; it is told at large 
by Jofephus in the twelfth book of his antiquities, ! in manner as fol- 
lowed!. 

JOSEPH, in the time of the former Ttotemy father of Epiphanes, 
going to Alexandria on his occafions (as he frequently had fuch there, 
while collector of the King's revenues in Ccele-Syria and c PaleJiineJ Soly- 
mius his brother accompanied him in the journey, and carried with him a 
daughter Of his, with intent on his coming to Alexa7idria to marry her to 
fome Jew of that place, whom he fhould find of quality fuitable for her. 
Jofeph on his arrival at Alexandria going to court, and there fupping with 
the King, fell defperately in love with a young beautiful damfel, whom he 
faw dancing before the King ; and not being able to matter his inordinate 
paffion, he communicated it to his brother, and defired him, if pollible, 
to procure for him the enjoyment of this young woman, and in as fecret 
manner as he could, becaufe of the fin and (hame that would attend fuch 
an acT: ; which Solymius undertaking, put his own daughter to bed to him. 
Jofeph having drunk well over night, perceived not that it was his niece ; 
and having in the lame fecret manner accompanied with her feveral times 
without difcovering the deceit, and being every time more and more en- 
amour'd with her, ftill fuppofing her to be the dancer, he at length made 
his moan to his brother, lamenting that his love had taken fuch deep. root- 
ing in his heart, that he feared he Ihould never be able to get it out ; and 
that his grief was , that the k Jevni/b law would not permit him to marry 
her, Ihe being an alien, and if it would, 1 the King would never grant her 
unto him. Hereon his brother difcovered to him the whole matter, telling 
him , that he might take to wife the woman with whom he had fo often 
accompanied, and was fo much enamour'd of, and lawfully enjoy her as 
much as he pleafed ; for Ihe whom he had put to bed to him was his own 
daughter: That he had chofen rather to do this wrong to his own child, 
than fuffer Mm to do fo lhameful and finful a thing, as to join himfelf to a 
ftrange woman, which k their holy law forbad. Jofeph being much fur- 
prized at this difcovery, and as much affefted with his brother's kindnefs 
to him, expreffed himfelf with all the thankfuinefs which fo great an obli- 
gation deferved, and forthwith took the young woman to wife; and of her 
the next year after was born Hyrcanus. For according to the JewiJJ? law 
an uncle might marry his niece, tho' an m aunt could not her nephew, for 

h For fuppofing Jofeph to have been 30 years old when be firfl went to the court of King Ptolemy 
Euergetes, (and older he could not then be according to Jofephus, for he faith he was then »t©- lm ? 
ij'AiKi'ar, i. e. as yet a young man,) he would now have been fixty nine. 7%is alfo proves that it could 
not be earlier that Hyrcanus was fent on this embaffy; For then Jofeph would not have been pafl the 
age of going himfelf, and all things elfe prove it could not be later. "Cap. 4. k Exodus xxxiv. I<5. 
Deuteron. vii.3. 1 Kings xi. z. Ezra ix. 10. Nehemiah x. 30. & xiii. if. 1 Perchance this 
dancer was that Agathoclea which that King, i. e. Ptolemy Philopator, fo much doted upon. 

m Levit. xviii. 11, 13. &xx. 19. 

which 
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which the Jewijb writers give this reafon ; that the aunt being in refpeft of 
thenephew in the fame degree with the father or mother in the line of defcent, 
hath naturally a fuperiority above him ; and therefore for him to make her 
his wife, and thereby bring her down to be in a degree below him (as all 
wives are in refpecf of their husbands) would be to difturb and invert the 
order of Nature. But that there is no fuch thing done where the uncle 
marries the niece: For in this cafe both keep the fame degree and order, 
which they were in before, without any mutation in it. 

JOSETH had by another wife feven other fons, all elder than Hyrca- 
nus, to each of which he offered this commiffion of going for him to the 
Egyptian court on the occafion mentioned ; but they having all refufed it, 
Hyrcanus undertook it, though he were then a very young man, not being 
above twenty, if fo much. And having perfuaded his father not to fend his 
prefentsfrom Judtea, but to enable him on his arrival at Alexandria, to buy 
there fuch curiofities for the King and Queen, as when onthefpot he fhoud 
find would be moft acceptable to them, he obtained from him letters of 
credit to Arion his agent at Alexandria, by whofe hands he returned the 
King's taxes into his treafury, to furnifh him with money for this purpofe, 
without limiting the fum, reckoning that about ten talents would be the 
moft he would need. But Hyrcanus on his arrival at Alexa7tdria, taking 
the advantage of his father's unlimited order, inftead of ten talents demand- 
ed a thoufand ; and having forced Arion (who had then three thoufand ta- 
lents of Jofeph\ money in his hands) to pay him that whole fum, which 
amounted to above two hundred thoufand pound of our money, he bought 
an hundred beautiful boys for the King, and an hundred beautiful young 
maids for the Queen, at the price of a talent a head ; and when he pre- 
fented them, they carried each a talent in their hands, the boys for the King, 
and the young maids for the Queen : So that this article alone coft him four 
hundred talents. Some part of the reft he expended in valuable gifts to the 
courtiers and great officers about the King , keeping the remainder to his 
own ufe. By which means having procured in an high degree the favour of 
the King and Queen, and their whole court, he returned with a commif- 
fion to be collector of the King's revenues in all the countrey beyond Jor- 
dan. For having thus over-reached his father, he made all the intereft which 
Jofeph formerly had in the Egyptian court, to devolve from him upon him- 
felf, and got into his hands alfo the beft of his eftate; which exceedingly 
angring his brothers, who were before ill affecfed towards him, they con- 
fpired to way-lay him, and cut him off as he returned, having their father's 
connivance, if not hisconfent for the fame, fo much was he angred againft 
him by what he had done in Egypt. But Hyrcanus coming well attended 
with foldiers to affift him in the execution of his office, got the better of 
them in the affault which they made upon him ; and two of his brothers Were 
left dead upon the fpot. But on his coming to Jerufalem, finding his father 
exceedingly exafperated againft him, both for his conduct in Egypt, and 
the death of his brothers on his return, and that for this reafon no one there 
would own him, he paffed over Jordan, and there enter'd on his office of 
collecting the King's revenues in thofe parts. A little after thisjojepb died, 
and thereon a war commenced between Hyrcanus and the furviving brothers 
about their father's eftate, which for fqme time difturbed the peace of the 
Jews at Jerusalem. But the High-prieft and the generality of the people 
taking part with the brothers, he was forced again to retreat over Jordan, 
Vol. II. Q where 
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where he built a very ftrong caftle, which he called Tyre, from whence he 
made war upon the neighbouring Arabs, infefting them with incurfions and 
depredations for feven years together. This was while Seleucus Thilopator 
the fon of Antiochus the Great reigned in Syria. But when Antiochus Epi- 
phanes fucceeded Seleucus, and had inflated himfelf in Ccele-Syria and Tale- 
fline, as well as in the other provinces of the Syrian empire, Hyrcanus be- 
ing threaten'd by him with his wrath, for his conduct in this and other mat- 
ters, for fear of him fell on his own fword, and (lew himfelf. Some time 
before his death he feems to have recovered the favour of Onias the High- 
prieft, and to have had him wholly in his intereft; for he took his treafure 
into his charge, " and laid it up in the treafury of the temple, there to fe- 
cure it for him; and in his anfwer to Heliodorus he faith of him, that he was 
a ° man of great dignity. And Onias\ favouring him thus far, might per- 
chance be the true caufe of that breach, p which happen'd between him and 
Simon the governor of the temple, who upon good reafon is fuppofed to 
have been the eldeft of the brothers of Hyrcanus, and the head of the fa- 
mily of the Tobiad* (or fons of * Tobias.) And it is moft likely this, pro- 
voked him to lay that defign of betraying the treafury of the temple into 
the hands of the King of Syria, which we lhall by and by fpeak of, that fo 
Hyrcanus might lofe what he had depofited in it. 
Am. i 86. After the death of Antiochus the Great, Seleucus Thilopator his eldeft 
Ptolemy fon, whom he left at Antioch on his departure thence into the eaft, r fuc- 
nes'^o ceeded him in the kingdom, but made a very poor figure in it, by reafon 
of the low ftate which the Romans had reduced the Syrian empire to, and 
the heavy tribute of a thoufand talents a year, which through the whole 
time of his reign he was obliged to pay them, by the treaty of peace lately 
granted by them to his father. 

'PTOLE MT * had hitherto managed his government with approba- 
tion and applaufe, being till now directed in all things by the counfel and 
advice of Ariftomenes his chief minifter, who was as a father unto him. But 
at length the flatteries of his courtiers prevailing over .the wife counfels 
of this able minifter, he began to deviate into all the vicious and evil courfes 
of his father ; and not being able to bear the freedom with which Arifto- 
menes frequently advifed him to a better conduct, he made him away by 
a cup of poifon, and then gave himfelf up with a full fwing into all manner 
of vicious pleafures, and this led him into as great mifcarriages in the go- 
vernment: For thenceforth, infteadof that clemency and juftice with which 
he had hitherto governed the kingdom, he turned all into tyranny and cruel- 
ty, conducting himfelf in all things that he did by nothing elfe but by cor- 
rupt will, and arbitrary pleafure. 
An. 185-. The 1 Egyptians not being able to bear the grievance? which they fuf- 
Ptokmy fered under this great male-adminiftration of their King, began to combine 
nes P aoV * n< * make affociations againft him ; and being headed by many of the great- 
eft power in the land , formed defigns for the depofing of him from his 
throne, and had very near fucceeded in it. 



n 2 Maccab. iii. 11. ■ 2 Maccab. ibidem. P 2 Maccab. iii. 4, &c. 

«l This Tobias tuas the father of Jofeph, and grandfathn- of Hyrcanus-. r Appiantw it* Syria" 

cis. Qui de eo dicit, quod erat otiofus, nee admbdum potens propter cladem quam pacer ac- 
ceperat. 5 Diodotus Siculus in excerptis. Valefii, p. 294. « Diodarus,. ibidem. 
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For the extricating himfelf out of thefe troubles he made u Toly crates 1S4. 
his chief minifler, who was a wife and valiant man, and long experienced in e^" 1 / 
all the affairs both of war and peace : For he had been one of his father's nes 2t, 
generals in the battel of Raphia ; and much of that victory, which was there 
gained, was owing unto hini. After that he had been governor of Cyprus, 
and coming from thence to Alexandria, juft upon the breaking out Of the 
confpiracy of Scopas, he had a great hand in the fupprefling of it. 

B y his means Ttolemy w having fubdued the revolters, brought many of An. 183; 
their leaders (who" were of the chief nobility of his kingdom) upon terms p to,£ ™y 
of accommodation to fubmit to him; but when he had gotten them into nes'L?" 
his power, he broke his faith with them: For after having treated theni 
with great cruelty, caufed them all to be put to death; which bafe acfiori 
involved him in new difficulties, but the wifdom of Tolycrates extricated 
him out of all. 

• A GISITOLIS* who on the death of ? Cleomenes had been in his infancy 
declared King of Lacedkmon, being (lain by pyrates in a voyage which he was 
making to Rome, K Archbifhop UJhe'r thinks th&t Areus, a noble Lacedemo- 
nian milch fpoken of in thofe times, had the title of King Of Lacedamort. 
•after him, and that from him was fent that letter to Onias, the High-prieft 
of the Jews'*, in which the Lacedemonians claimed kindred with the Jews 
and defired friendfhip with them on this account. Jojephus indeed 2 faith* 
that this letter was written to Onias the fon of Simon, Who was the third of 
that name that was High-prieft at Jerufalem .- But it is hard in his time to 
find an Areus King of Lacedemon. For Archbifhop VJber's conjecture will 
not do: That Areus, on whom he would fix the title of King of Lacedamou 
for the fathering of this letter to Onias, is no where faid to be fo • neither 
is it any way likely that he ever had that title. For before his time both 
the royal families of the Kings of Lacedamen had failed, and become ex 
tinct ; and the government there, which had for fome time before been 
invaded by tyrants, was then turned into another form. And befides % 
nathan in his letter to the Lacedemonians, {i Mace. xii. 10 ) wherein he 
makes mention cf this letter of Areus, faith, that there was a lorn time 
paffedftice it had been fent unto them, which could not have been faid bv 
Jonathans refpeft of the time in which Onias the third was High-prieft - 
fince from the death of that Onias to the time that Jonathan was made 
Prince of the Jews, there had paired no more than twelve years It's moft 
hkely Jofephus miftook the Onias, to whom this letter was directed and 
a ? r i e « th S t0 ° niaS the third > Which was done onl 7 ^ the time of Onias 
H?i /°/ I w ™ e °'T the firft of t^t name, the fon of Jaddua, W Z 
Wrf Zavfi ^^.there.was an^King of Laced emon, and from ■ 
him moil hkely it was that this letter was written. But the greateft diffi- 

1° ^ 1S i ette u' l S ^ kn ° W ° n What Nation the LacedZonTns 
claimed kindredwith the Jews. Ateus faith ki his letter, that it was found 
m a certazn writing, that the Lacedaemonians and the Jews were brethren 
and that they were both of the Jiock of Abraham. But what this writh^ w^ 
or how this pedigree mentioned in it was to be made out, is not faid No 

nonu^ri; C g aP lib 4 ^ p ^S^^-imadverfioncsia Eufcbii chronica, P .r 39 . & Ca . 
V ° L ' IL Q * doubt 
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xioul^t it was -£?me old- fabulous ftory flow loft; learned m§n ha\fjng 
beep ^Ifering feyeral cgnje&ures fat the making out of this matter, but all 
lb lame .as npt jto, be worth rejatjijg. 
yf,;. i So. *P*T OX £ ifl/T, having fupprefled his rebellious fubje&s at home, projected 
Ph°o Hiy a < vvar abrpa£ 'fcksucus -Kkig of But b as he was&yinglus.dje- 

iiietori. figns for jt, cone of ,. his chief commanders asked him, where be would have 
money to carry it on ? To this he anfwered, that his friends were his mo- 
ney; from "whence many of tjie chief men about him inferring* that heun- 
tendcd to take their money from them for carrying on of this war, for the 
preventing of it procured ppifon to be given him, which did put an end -t& 
this projeii and his life together, after he had reigned twenty four years, 
and fived twenty nine. Ttolemy 'Pbilometor his fon, an infant of fix yeajcs 
old, Succeeded him in the kingdom, under the guardianship of Cleopatra 
his mother. 

, :7i TERSEVS having fucceeded his father Tb'dip in the kingdom of Ma- 
Fr.-u-my ccdo'n, c married Laodice the daughter of Selencus King of Syria; and the 
TiK'tor-i. Rtydjatis with their whole fleet conduced her from Syria into Macedim* 
hi their way thither they Itopp'd at Delus, an itfand in the JEgeau fea jfeerfid 
tp Jl'p.oUo, where he had a temple erected to him, which next that at D.gl~ 
pbos was ; reckoned tobe of the greateft npteinall Greece. While the fleet 
lay there, Laodke having made many offerings to the temple, and given 
many .gifts to the people of the place, they in acknowledgment hereof there 
erected' a ft'atue to her, on the pedeftal wbejsepf was engraven this infetgp- 

tioj.1. O Ayf*®* a Asf<v/^C B«t3-<Af'a3"civ Agcafrlx.lot/ B<W7^I«C 2eA<j£W, yuv&Kct jj) 

kr^lav, i.e. The people of Delus ere Bed this for Queen Laodice, the daugh- 
ter of King Seleucus, and the wife of King jperfeus, becaufi of her virtue, 
and of her piety to the temple, and her beneficence to the people of Delus > 
The marble whereon this infeription was engraven is Hill extant among the 
Arundel marbles at Oxford-, from whence it was publifhed by me among 
the ffiaiimora Oxmienfia, num. 141. p. 176. 
.'.•». . i~6. Sinw.u a Benjamite being made d governor or protector of the temple at 
pmieiriy Jc? : ttfa(em, (which office he fecms tp have had from the death of Jofeph, 
in'aor 5- and WflS - moii probably c one of his ions) differences arofe between him and 
Oiuias. tlje High-prieft ; and when he found that he could not prevail againft 
Qui as, he with the relt of the ions of Tobias fled from Jcrufalem, and went 
to -4poltonms, vyho was governor of dele-Syria and TPalefiine for Seleucw 
King of 'Syria, and told him of great trcafures, which he faid were laid up 
iu ihe temple at Jerufalem ; whereon Apollonius informing the King, Helta- 
darns his treasurer was lent to make feifure of it, and bring it to Antiocb. 
How the hand of God appeared in a very miraculous manner againlt Hclio- 
dAvnj in this facrilegiqus attempt* is at large related in the third chapter of 
the leco.nd boojc of Maccabees. However f Simon ftill carrying on his. ma- 
lice ^gain|t O#io<s, and murthers having been, thereon committed by thpfe 
of his faction, and Apollonius encouraging him herein, Onias. went to Anr 
t%$ tq make complaint to the King of tfeejCe vioteiacjejs, but he. had not been 
long there e'er the King died. 



h Hieronymus in cap. xi. Danielis. * Polybius legat. 60. p. 882. Livius, lib. 42. 

d .i. Maccab. iii 4. c VideGrodum in aanotatiottto^'tmiujn cap. %umji iibfi Mac- 
cab. > T '. 4. (1 Maccab. iv, ' '* 
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It hath been above related, that when Antiochus the Great, the father 
of Seleuirus, made peace with the Romans after the battel of mount Stpylusj 
among other hoftages which were then given for the obfervance of that 
peace, one was Antiochus the King's fon, and younger brother to Scleucus. 
He having been now thirteen years at Rome* ^Selencus had a defire to have 
him home ; and therefore for the redeeming of him he fent 'Demetrius his 
only fon, then about twelve years bid, to be there in his ftead, by way of 
exchange for him. Whether he did this, as h fome moderns think, that his 
fon might have the benefit of a Roman education; or that he might malce 
life of Antiochus for the executing of fome defigns he might then have up- 
on Egypt, during the minority of Philometor, as * is conjeftur'd by others j 
or for fome other reafon different from both, is not faid in any authentic 
hiitory of thofe times. While both the next heirs of the crown were thus 
abfent (^Demetrius being gone for Rome* and Antiochus not yet returned 
from thence) Heliodorus the King's treafurer, the fame that had been fent 
to rob the temple at Jefufalem, thinking this a lit opportunity for him to 
ufurp the crown, were Scleucus out of the way, k caufed poifon to be trea- 
cheroufly given him, of Which he died. 

It appears from the third and fourth chapters of the fecond book of Mac- 
cabees, and alfo from 1 Jojephus, that Scleucus had been in pofleffion of 
Coele-Syria, Phoenicia, and Judaa fome time before his death. For Apol- 
lonius was governor of thofe provinces for him, and Heliodorzis was fent to 
Jerufalem by his commiflion, when he would have there feized the trea- 
fure of tire temple for his ufe ; and Onias, when oppreffed by Simon the 
Benjaw'ttc, and his faction, applied himfelf to Scleucus King of Syria, and 
not to Ptolemy King of Egypt, for rcdrefs of his grievances; all which 
plainly proves, that Seleticus was then in pofleffion of the fovereignty of 
thofe provinces ; but how he came by it is no where faid in hiitory. After 
the battel of Paucas, it's certain Antiochus the Great made himfelf mailer 
of all Ccele-Syria and Pale/line, and utterly excluded Ptolemy from the fo- 
vereignty, which till then the Egyptian Kings had in thofe provinces. But 
when the fame shitiochus married his daughter Cleopatra to 'Ptolemy Epi~ 
phanes, he agreed to reitore them to him by way of dower with her, re- 
ferving to himfelf one half of the revenues of thofe provinces. And if they 
were then reftored to Ptolemy, the cjueltion arifeth herefrom , how then 
came Scleucus to be poffclTed of them ? By what we find in m Polybius it 
may be inferr'd, that this agreement was never faithfully executed either by 
Antiochus, or Selcucus his fon ; but that both of them held thefe provinces 
notwithstanding that article of the marriage, whereby it was agreed to fur- 
render them to the Egyptian King. For that author m tells us, that from 
the time of the battel of Pane as, where Antiochus vanquifhed Scopas and 
the Egypt ian army, all parts of the above mentioned provinces were fubject 
to the King of Syria. And he alfo tells US, that Antiochus Epiphanes (who 
fucceeded SeleucusJ in ari atffwer which he gave to the ambafladors that came 
to him from Greece, to cotnpofe the differences that were between him and 
King Ptolemy Philometor, n denied that Antiochus his father ever agreed to 
furrender Ccele-Syria to Ptolemy Epphancs on his marrying of his daughter 



8 Appianus in Syriacis. h Salianus fub an. mundi 3878. i Vaillant in hiftoria Regum 
Syria:. k Appian. in Syriacis. 1 In libro dc Maccabans, cap. 4, """Legat 72 p So? 
"Polyfcius Legat. 82. p. 908. 
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to him, , which may feem to infer, that Cosle-Syria and Paleftine, notwith- 
ftanding the faid agreement, were full retained in the pofleffion of the Sy- 
rian Kings. But what Jojephus ° faith of Hyrcanm's journey, to congratu- 
late King ^Ptolemy Epiphanes y and Cleopatra his Queen, on the birth of 
Thilometor their fon, and the flocking of the nobles of Ceele-Syria thither 
on the fame account, is a clear proof of the contrary; that is, that Ccele- 
Syria and Talefiine were then in the pofleffion of the Egyptian King, by 
what means foevcr it afterwards became that he was put' out of it. It's 
moll likely, that Seleuc #s having juft caufe of war given him by the prepa- 
rations that 'Ptolemy Epiphanes was making againft him at the time of his 
death, took the advantage p of the minority of c Philometor his fon to pro r 
fecute this war againft him, which his father had begun, and therein feized 
thefe provinces. For it's certain, both from the Maccabees and Jofephus s 
that Seleucus was in pofleffion of them at the time of his death. 

The whole of this King's reign is exprefled in the twentieth verfe of the 
eleventh chapter of Daniel: For in that text it is foretold, that after An- 
tiochus the Great, who is fpoken of in the foregoing verfes, there Jhoul'd 
Ji and up in bis rjtate a raifer of taxes. And: Seleucus was no more than 
fuch all his time : For the whole bufinefs of his reign was to raife the thou- 
fand talents every year, which by the treaty of peace that his father made 
with the Romans, he was obliged for twelve years together annually to pay 
that people ; and the laft of thofe twelve years was the laft of his life.. For 
as the fame text faith, that within a few ^years after he Jhould be dejlroyed, 
and that neither in anger* nor in battel, fo accordingly it happen'd. For 
he. reigned only eleven years,, and his death was neither in battel, nor in 
anger ; that is, neither in war abroad, nor in fedition or rebellion at home, 
but by the fecret treachery of one of his own friends. His fucceflor was 
Antiochus Epiphanes his brother, of whom we fhall treat in the next book. 
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N the death of Seleucus Thilopator y 1 Heliodortw, who had An. r 7f . 
been the treacherous author of, his death, endeavoured to^my 
feize the crown of Syria. Antiochm^ the brother of Se* mam 6. 
kucus, was-then on his t etu-rn from Rente. W bile at Athens \ 
in his journey, he there heard of the- death of his brother, 
and the attempt of Heliodorm to ttfurp the threw? and 
finding that the ufurper had a great party with him to fupport him in his 
pretenfions, and that there was another party alfo forming c for Ttoiemy 
(who made fome claim to the fucceffion in right of Ms mother, ihd being 




a Appianus in Syriacis. fa Appianus, ibidem. c Hieftjfiymus in Dan. si-, **. 

fitter 



120 



Connection of the History of Part II. 



filler to the deceafed King) and that both of them were agreed not d to 
give unto him (tho' the next heir in the abfence of DemetriusJ the honour 
cf the kingdom, as the holy prophet d "Daniel foretold, he * applied himfelf 
to Eumenes King of 'Pergamus, and Attalus his brother, and { by flattering 
fpeeches, and great promifes of friendfliip, prevailed with them to help him 
againft Heliodorus. And by their means that ufurper g being fuppreffed, he 
was quietly placed on the throne, and all fubmitted to him, and permitted 
him without any farther oppofition peaceably to obtain the kingdom, as 
had been predicted of him in the fame prophecy. Eumenes and Attalus 
at this time having fome fufpicions of the Romans, were defirous of having 
the King of Syria on their fide in cafe a war mould break out between 
them; and Antiochus's promifes to flick by them, whenever fuch a war 
fliould happen, were the inducements that prevailed with them to do him 
this kindnefs. 

On his being thus fettled on the throne he took h the name of Epipha- 
nes, that is, the Illujlrious ; but nothing could be more alien to his true 
charafter than this title. The prophet Daniel foretold of him, that he 
mould be ' a vile perfon, fo our Englijh verfion hath it ; but the word nib- 
zeh in the original rather fignifieth defpicable than vile. He was truly 
both in all that each word can exprefs, which will fully appear from 
the character given of him by k Tolybius, 1 Thilarchus, m Eivy, and n Dio- 
dorus Siculus, who were all heathen writers, and the two firfl of them his 
Contemporaries. For they tell us that he would get often out of the pa- 
lace, andTamble about the ftreets of Antioch with two or three fervants only 
accompanying him ; that he would be often converfing with thofe that 
graved in filver, and caft veflels of gold, and be frequently found with them 
in their (hops talking and nicely arguing with them about the myfteries of 
their trades ; that he would very commonly debafe himfelf to the meanefl 
company, and on his going abroad would join in with fuch as he happened 
to find met together, altho' of" the lowefl of the people, and enter into 
difcourfe with any one of them, whom he fliould firfl light on ; that he 
would in his rambles frequently drink with flrangers and foreigners, and even 
with the meanefl and vilefl of them ; that when he heard of any young com- 
pany met together to feafl, drink, or any otherwife to make merry together 
he would, without giving any notice of his coming, intrude himfelf among 
them, and revel away the time with them in their cups and fongs, and other 
frolicks, without any regard had to common decency, or his own royal 
character ; fo that feveral being furprized with the flrangenefs of the thing, 
would, on his coming, get up and run away out of the company. And he 
would fometimes, as the freak took him, lay afide his royal habit, and put- 
ting on a Roman gown, go round the city, as he had feeh done in the ele- 
ction of magistrates at Rome* and ask the votes of the citizens, in the fame 
manner as ufed to be there praclifed ; now taking one man by the hand, 
and then embracing another, and would thusfet himfelf up, fometimes for 
the office of aedile, and fometimes for that of tribune , and having been 
thus voted into the office he fued for , he would take the curule chair, 



* Dan. xi. 2i. e Appianus in Syriacis. f Dan. xi. 21. e Appianus, ibid. 

h Appianus in Syriacis. Eufebius in chtonico. Athenasus, lib. p. 193. 'Dan.xi. 21. 
k Apud Athenxum, lib. s- P- 193- 1 Apud Atheneum, lib. 10. p. 438. ™ Lib. 41. 
a In cxceiptis Valefii, p. 304. 
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and fitting down in it, hear petty caufes of contracts, bargains, and fales 
made in the market, and give judgment in them with that ferious atten- 
tion and earneltnefs, as if they had been matters r of the highell concern and 
importance. It's faid alfo of him, that ° he was much given to drunken- 
nefs, and that he fpent a great part of his revenues in revellings and drunken 
carouzals ; and would often go out into the llreets, while in thcfe frolicks, 
and there fcatter his money by handfuls among the rabble, crying out, let him 
take to whom fortune gives it. Sometimes he would go abroad with a crown 
of rofes upon his head, and wearing a Roman gown, would walk the llreets 
alone, and carrying ftones under his arms, would throw them to thofe that 
mould follow after him. And he would often waft himfelf in the publick 
baths among the common people, and there expofe himfelf by many abfurd 
and ridiculous adions. Which odd and extravagant fort of conduct made 
many doubt how the matter flood with him ; pfome thinking him a fool 
and fome a madman; the latter of thefe, molt thought to be his trueil cha- 
racter, and therefore inltead of Ethanes, or, the Illuftriom, thev called 
him s Epmanes, that is, the Madman. Jerome - tells us alfo of him, that he 
was exceedingly given to lafcivioufnefs, and often by the vilell acts of it de 
bafed the honour of his royal dignity; that he was frequently found in the 
company of mimics, pathics, and common proffitutes; and that with the 
latter he would commit afts of lafcivioufnefs, and gratify his lull on them 
publickly in the fight of the people. And it is farther related of him th ir 
having for his catamites two vile perfons called ^Timarchmimd Heraclidel 
who were brothers, he made the firlt of them governor of £ai>y/o»ia, and 
the other his treaiurer m that province, and gave himfelf up to be 7o 
vern d and conduced by them in mofUhat he did: And < having of a 
very whimfical occafion exhibited mews and games at 'Daphne neir°l 
ttoch with vaft expence, and called thither a great multitude of people from 
foreign parts as well as from his own dominions, to be prefent at the fh 
lemnity, he there behaved himfelf to that degree of folly and abfu ditv as 
to become the ridicule and fcorn of all that were prefent. Which Son 
°m K fl f Tf abun ^ ntl y to demonstrate him both defpicTbL an d 

vile though he had not added to them that molt unreafonable and vvicked 
aftei e ?eS V^lc in J^a and Jerufalem, which will be hei e- 

A s foon as 4n tiochm was fettled in the kingdom, Jafin the brother of 
Onu* being ambitious of the high-priefthood , by underhand means' apf 
plied to himforit; and byan offer of 3 60 talents, befides eighty moie which 
he promifed on another account, obtained of him, that On was c UfXS 
from the office and he advanced to it in his Head: And at thTfamf dme 

fice, a s long as this good man , ffom whom he 

» I„ ,U m i. „ A,ta*„ , 438 . „„ SwaX; \ 3 ~ , ' T '"> "»■" 

„ f;,-„i ,f An.iochu, Mr, g ™,, 4 £j ,1, Jf t,g""u ",' r - T t hen " f °"' "" """ ««'*»• ««-r« 

A,he„ OTm , lib. j. p . ,„,. & IO ' kt ' t EP'Pl"""- • Polybiu. apud 



37- 

at 



122 



Connection of the History of Part II. 



at Jerufalem ; and therefore he procured from the King an order for his 
removal from thence to Anttocb, and his confinement to that place ; where 
x he accordingly continued, till he was there put to death, as will be here- 
after {hewn in its proper place. . Antiocbus coming poor to the crown, and 
rinding the publick treafury empty, by reafon of the heavy tribute paid the 
Romans for the twelve years laft foregoing, was greedy of the money which 
Jo/on offered, and therefore for the obtaining of it, readily granted what he 
denied of him, and would have been glad to have granted more on the fame 
terms ; which Jafon perceivings y propofed to advance one hundred and 
fifty talents over and above what he had already offered, if he might have 
licence to ereci at Jerufalem a Gymnafium, or place of exercife, and an Epbe- 
baum, or a place for the training up of youth according to the ufage and 
fafliion of the Greeks, and moreover have authority of making as many of the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem freemen of Anttocb, as he mould think fit. Which 
propofal being as readily accepted of as the former, all- this was alfo granted 
him. And by thefe means he doubted not he Ihould be able to make a par- 
ty among the Jews to overbear all that might ftand -for Onias; and accor- 
dingly, on his return to Jerufalem with thefe grants and commiffions, he 
had all the fuccefs herein which he propofed. For at this time there were 
many among the Jews fondly inclined to the ways of the Greeks, whom he 
gratified by erecting his Gymnafiuttt for them to exercife in ; and the freedom 
of the city of Antiocb being a privilege of great value, while the Syr o- Ma- 
cedonian King flouriihed there, by his power of granting that freedom he 
drew over many more: to his bent ; fo that z putting down the governments 
that were according to law,' he brought up new cuitoms againtt the law, 
drawing the chief young men of.tHkj^'aw/frfnation into his Ephebaum ; and 
there training them up. after the manner of the Greeks ; and in all things elfe 
he made as many of them as he could apoftatize from the religion and ufages 
of their fore-fathers, and conform themfelves to the. manners, cuftoms and 
rites of the heathens; whereon the fervice of the altar became neglected, 
and the Priefts defpifing the temple, omitted there the publick worftiip of 
God, and haften'd to partake of the games and divertifements of the Gym- 
nafium, and all other the unlawful allowances of that place ; whereby it came 
to pafs that all thofe privileges, which at the folicitation of John the father 
of Eupolemus were by fpecial favour obtained of King SeleucusThilopator for 
the fecuring of the observance of the Jewijh law in Judah and Jerufalem, 
were all overborn and taken away. And from hence was propagated that 
iniquity among the Jews, which drew after it for its punilhment one of the 
greateft calamities, next the two terrible deftructions executed upon their 
temple and countrey by Nebuchadnezzar and Titus, that ever befel that na- 
tion. Of all which mifchief the ambition of this wicked man was the origi- 
nal caufe : For facrificing to it his religion and his countrey, he betrayed 
both to procure his own advancement. And to render himfelf the more ac- 
ceptable to thofe from whom he obtained it, he changed not only his religion, 
but alfo his name : For a his name was at firft J ejus* but when be went over to 
the ways of the Greeks, he took alfo a Greek name, and called himfelf Jafon, 
and having thus given himfelf up to the heathen fuperftition, he laid hold of 
all opportunities to ddftinguilh himfelf in expreffing his zeal for it. 



* z Mnccab. iv. 33, 34. y 2, Maccab. iv. 8, 9. 

* Jofcphus antiq.. lib. iz. cap. 6. 
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Asu therefore b the next year being the time of the c Quinquennial An.i 74 . 
games that were celebrated ac Tyre in honour of Harcules the patron god £h°iomc y - 
o£ chat countrey* and Antiochus being prefent at them* he fertt feveral tor 7. 
Jews of his party r whom he had enfranchised and made freemen of An- 
tioeh, to be d fpe£tator9 of thofe games, and to offer from him a donative 
of e J500 drachms to be expended in Sacrifices to that heathen deity. But 
the bearers being afraid of involving themfetves in the guilt of this ido- 
latry, gave the money to- the Tyrians to be employed in the repairing of 
their fleet > and fo the apellate was defeated of what he intended by 
this iiapioas gifc 

In Egypt from f the death of 'Ptolemy Epiphanes> Cleopatra his Queen, A " 173- 
fifter of Atttioclnis Epiphanes, had- taken on her the government of the phn'ome- 
feingdom, and the tuition of her infant fon, who had fueceeded him in it, tor S. 
and managed it with great cave and prudence ; but fhe dying this year, 
the management of afiairs there fell into the hands of Lennaus a noble- 
man of that court, and Eulaus ian eunuch, who had the breeding up of 
the young King. As foon as they had entered on the adminifrration , 
they made demand of Cock-Syria and Paleftine from Antiochus Epiphanes, 
s which gave origin to the war that afterwards enfued between Antiochus 
and Philomefor. As long as Cleopatra lived, fhe being mother to the one 
and fifler to the other, kept this matter from making a breach between 
them ; but after her death, thofe into whofe hands the government next 
fell, made no longer feruple to demand of Ant'tochus, in behalf of their 
matter, what they thought his due. And it muft be owned, that thofe 
provinces were always in the poflefEon of the Kings of Egypt from the 
time of the fkft. 'Ptolemy, till Antiochus the Great wrefted them out of 
the hands of 'Ptolemy Epiphanes; arid by ' this- title only Selencus his fon 
came to be m full pofleflton of them, and on his death was fueceeded 
irs the fame by Antiochus Epiphanes his brother. The Egyptians in de- 



b a Maccab. iv. 18, fo-. c theft Quinquennial games at Tyre were in imitation of the Quin- 
quennial gamer in Greece called the Olympics. They are called Qurinquennial, becaufe they were 
celebrated in the beginning of the fifth year, tbo* from one Olympic to another no more than four years 
intervened. & The original calls them which word among the Greeks fgnify y d fuch as were 

fenpfrom one city to another in the name of the community to be prefent at their f acred Solemnities^ and 
bear a part in them. e I» the Efiglifli verfton it is 300 drachms, and fo it is alfo in the common, print- 
ed booh of the Greek original. But m the Arundel manufcript it. is Te* X j*i* ( Te*a>o<rUi, i. e. 3300, 
which is the truer reading ; for 300 drachms at the highefl valuation making no more than 75- Jewilh 
fhekels, that is of our money 11 /. y j-. it was too- little to be fent on fttch an occafwn (vide Annates 
Uflerii fub anno mundi 3830.) But it is to be here obferved, that the Tyrian god, to whom this 
oblation was fent, is in the place of the fecondbook of Maceabees here cited called Hercules,, according 
to the fiyh of the Greeks. Among the Tyrians themfelves this name was not known. There his 
name was Melcarthus, which being compounded of the two. Phoenician words Melee and Kartha, 
did in that language fignify the King or Lord of the city. The Greeks, from fame fimilitude which 
they found in the worjhip of this god at Tyre, with that wherewith they worjhipped Hercules in 
Greece thought them to be both the fame, and therefore called this Tyrian god Hercules : and hence 
came the name of Hercules Tyrius among them. This God feems to be the fame with the Baal of 
the holy Scriptures, whofe worfhip Jezebel brought from Tyre into the Land of Ifrael ; for Baal with 
the add-on of Kartha fignifyeth the fame as Mclec with the fame addition ; for as the latter in the 
1 hcen.cian- language is King of the city, the other in the fame language is Lord" of the city ; and as 
iiaal is put alone to fignify this Tyrian^ in Scripture, fo do we find Melee alfo put alone to fignify 
the fame god. For Hefychius tells us, m*a,** ^ 'h^U '.Wwt..,, i. e. Malic is the Name of 
Hercules among the Amathnfians : And thefe Amathuilans were a colony of the Tyrians in Cyprus. 
Vide Sanchoniathonem apud Eufebium- de Prsp. Evang. lib. 1. Bocharti Phaleg. part. 2. lib. 1. 
cap. 34. & lib. 2 . cap. 2 Selderium de diis Syris Syntag. 1. cap. 6. & Fulleri mifccllanea lib. 3. 
cap 17. f Hieronymus m Dan. xi. 21. g Polybius Legaf. 81. p. 908. 

Vox. II. R * fence 



124- Co NNECTION Of tfj€ H ISTORY of P ART II. 

fence of their claim argued* that h in the laft partition of the empire of 
Alexander made after the battel of If Jits among thofe four of his fucceflbrs 
who then furvived, thefe provinces were afligned to 'Ptolemy Soter ; that 
he and the fucceeding Kings of his race had held them ever after, till An- 
tiochus the Great wrefted them out of the hands of Ttolemy Efiphanes 
after the battel of Taneas ; and that the fame Antiochus had agreed on the 
marrying of his daughter to the fame King "Ptolemy* and made it the 
main article of that marriage, again to reftore to him thefe provinces by 
way of dower with her. But Antiochus 1 denied both thefe allegations, 
pleading in anfvver to them, that by virtue of the laft partition of the em- 
• pire of Alexander above-mentioned, all Syria, including Cwle-Syria and 
Palejtine, was afligned to Seleucus Nicator; and therefore it belonged to 
him as his rightful heir in the Syrian empire : And as to the article of 
marriage whereby a reftoration of thofe provinces to King Ttolemy was 
claimed, he utterly denied that there was any fuch thing. And having 
thus declared on both fides their pretenfions, they joined iflue hereon, 
and referred it to the fword to decide the matter. 

P TOL EMT Philometor being now fourteen years old, he was decla- 
red to be out of his minority, and thereon k great preparations were made 
at Alexandria for his 1 inthronization, as was ufual there on this occafion; 
hereon Antiochus m fent Afollonius one of the prime nobles of his court 
in an embafly thither to be prefent at the folemnity, and to congratulate 
the young King thereon. This he did, in outward pretence to exprefs 
his refpe&s to his nephew, and fliew him honour on this occafion ; but in 
reality it was only to fpy out how that court flood affefted to him, and 
what meafures they were purpofing to take, in reference to him and the 
contefted provinces of Cale-Syria and Palejiine. And on the return of 
this ambaflador to him, finding by his report that war was intended againft 
him, he m came by fea to Joppa to take a view of the frontiers towards 
Egypt, and to put them into a thorough pofture of defence againft any 
attempts which the Egyptians might make upon them. And in this pro- 
grefs he came to Jerusalem, where he was received with great pomp and 
folemnity by J afon and all the city, and treated with great magnificence; 
but this operated nothing for the averting of that great mifchief and cala- 
mity which he afterwards brought upon that place and the whole Nati- 
on of the Jews. From Jerufalem he marched into Phoenicia, and hav- 
ing there fettled all matters he returned again to Antioch. 
An. The next year Jafon "fent Menelam his brother to Antioch there to 

Ptolemy p ay the King his tribute money, and alfo to treat with him about other 
tor '° me " matters, which he thought neceflary to be done. Rut on his admiflion 
to audience, inftead of purfuing his commiflion in behalf of his brother, 
he treacheroufly fupplanted him, and got into his place : For having firlt 
recommended himfelf to the favour of this vain prince by a flattering 
fpeech, wherein he greatly magnified the glorious appearance of his pow- 
er, he took the opportunity of petitioning him for the high-priefthood for 



* Polyb. Legat. 72. p. 893. 1 Polyb. Legal. 72. p. 893. & Legat. 82. p. 908. k p 0 i yb . Lc- 
gat. 78. p. 902. 2 Maccab. iv. 21. 1 This the Alexandrian Greeks called 1 A,«A«7,' e< « or the So- 
lemnity of falutation, becaufe they then firft faluted him as King ; this the author of the fecond book of 
Maccabees, call » f «7«**Vi« iv. 21. for fi it ought to he read according to the Alexandrian MS. aid 
mt *-{«?«a,Vi«, as in the printed Booh. m a Maccab. iv. 21. " 2 Maccab. iv. 23, 21, if- 
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himfelf, offering more than Jafon gave for it by three hundred talents. 
Which offer being readily accepted Jafon was depofed, after he had been 
as High-prieft in the government of that nation 0 three years, and Mene- 
laus was advanced in his ftead. This Menelaus, the author of the fecond 
book of Maccabees f faith, was brother to Simon the Benjamite, who was 
of the houfe of Tobias, but this could not be; for none but fuch as 
were of the houfe of Aaron were capable of this office ; and therefore 
in this particular Jofefhus is rather to be credited, q who positively tells us, 
that he was the brother of Onias and Jafon, and the fon of Simon the 
fecond of that name High-prieft of the Jews; and that he was the third 
of his fons, that had been in that office. His name at firft was Onias, 
the fame with that of his eldeft brother, but running as faft as Jajbn into 
the ways of the Greeks, in imitation of him he took a Greek name alfo, 
and called himfelf Menelaus. His father and his eldeft brother were 
both of them holy and good men, but he chofe rather to imitate the ex- 
ample of wicked Jafon than theirs ; for he r followed him in all his ways 
of fraud, wickednefs, and apoftafy, and out-did him in each of them. 
Jafotis being fupplanted by him in the fame manner, as he fupplanted 
Onias, was a juft retaliation of providence ; but Menelaus was a much 
more wicked inftrument herein than the other; lince he practifed this 
fraud againft Jafoit, while he was under his confidence, and had from him 
the character of his ambaflador, and by virtue of that character got that 
accefs to the King whereby he effected it. As foon as his mandate for 
the office was difpatch'd at the Syrian court, Menelaus went with it to 
Jerufalem. And although on his coming s the fons of Tobias, who then 
made a very potent faction in the Je<wi]h ftate, join'd with him ; yet fuch 
a party flood for Jafon, that Menelaus was forced with his friends of the 
houfe of Tobias to quit the place, and return again to Antioch : Where 
they having declared, that they would no longer obferve their countrey 
laws and inftitutions, but would go over to the religion of the King, and 
the worfhip of the Greeks ; this fo far gained them the favour of Autio- 
chus, that he fent them back affifted with fuch a power as Jafon could 
not refift. And therefore being forced to leave Jerufalem c he fled into 
the land of the Ammonites, and Menelaus took poffeflion of his office 
without any farther oppofition ; and thereon he proceeded to make good 
all that he and his party had declared at Antioch, v by apoftatizing from 
the law of Mofes to the religion of the Greeks, and all other their rites 
and ufages, and drawing as many others after him into the fame impiety 
as he was able. For he did not defire the office of High-prieft at Jeru- 
falem for the fake of the Jewijh religion, or that he intended to praclife 
any part of the Jewijh worfhip in it. That which made this office fo 
defirable to him and Jafon, and induced them both to give fo much mo- 
ney for it, was the temporal authority that went with the ecclefiaftical. 
For at that time, and for fome ages paft, the High-Prieft of the Jews 
had firft under the Terfian and afterwards under the Macedonian Kings 
the fole temporal government of that nation. This laft moft certainly was 
derived from the King, and this gave him the handle to difpofe of both, 



0 z Maccab. iv. 23. p Ibidem. q Antiq. lib. 12. cap. 6. r 2 Maccab. iv. f. Jofephus 
■ftntiq. hb. 12. cap. 6. s Jofephus ibid. t 2 Maccab. iv. 26. v Jofephus Ajntiq. lib. 12. cap. 6. 
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tho' rhe priefthood it fetf wfcrs deroed ©i&y fctwn. thac divaaw authority 
der which it aftedi And' the- cafe lis Che fame ku selpeift of the chnftian 
priefthood: For to mlt&nc& irtjEpifcopacy;- flhe 1 firft order of feefides-the 
ecclefiaftical office, which is- derived from Ckrift alone v ie hath h* ckti*- 
Itian ftates annexed to it (aswftft us)> the remporal benefice, (that is* the 
revenues of the biflioprick) and feme branches of the temporal' aut$(©ri6y, 
as the probat of wills, caulfes of tythes, caufes of defiunarion,- @<r. AlP which 
latter moft certainly is held under the temporal ftate, but not the former. 
W ere this d'fftinftion duly confidered, k would put an end? to thofe era- 
ftian notions which now lb- much prevail- among us : For the want of this 
is the true caufe that many obferving feme branches of the epifeopal' au- 
thority to be from- the ftate, wrongfully from henCe infer that all'- the reft 
is fo too ; whereas, would they duly examine' the matter, they would' find, 
that befides the temporal power and temporal- revenues with which Bi- 
fhops are inverted, there is alfo an ecclefiafficaF or fpiritual! power which 
is derived from none other than CBrfff alone. And the lame dfftinftion 
may alfo ferve to quafli- another contsroverfy, which was much agitated 
among us in the reign of his late Majefty King WiU 'tdm the third, about the 
aft which deprived the Bimops who would not take the oaths to that King. 
For the conteft then was, that an aft of parliament could not deprive a 
Biftiop. This we acknowledge to be true in refpeft of the fphhual office, 
but not in refpeft of the benefice, and other temporal advantages and 
powers annexed thereto : For thefe every Bilhop receiveth from the ftate, 
and the ftate can again deprive any Brfftop of them- upon a juft caufe : And 
this was all that was done by the faid aft. For the Btlhops- that were then 
deprived by it, had ftill their epifeopal office left entire to them, they 
being as much Bifliops of the Church univerfal after their deprivation as 
they were before. 

A.171. MENELADS, after he had got into the High-priefthood by outbid- 
Ptoicmy ding his brother, w took no care to pay the money ; whereon the King cal- 
metorio ling u P on S°ft ratus -> tne captain of the Cattle at Jernfalem (who was alfo 
receiver of the King's revenues mjadaraj and he upon Menelaus for the 
money, they were both fummoned to appear before the' King at Antitich 
to give an account hereof; but on their arrival there, they found the King 
was gone from thence to quell an mfuiTeftion which had been made againft 
him at Mattus and Tar Jits, two cities of Cilicia. For the revenues of thefe 
cities having been afitgned to Antivchis, one of the King^s concubines, for 
her maintenance, the mhabirartts^ either out of indignation for this thing, 
or beeaufe the concubine exafted upon them, rofe up in an uproar, and 
Antiochm was then haften'd thither toappeafe it, leaving Andronicm, one of 
the prime nobles of his court, to govern Antioch during his- abfence. Mene- 
laus taking the advantage of the time thus gained by the abfence of the 
King, made the beft ufe of it he could to raife the money he owed him 
before his return: In order whereto, x having by the means of Lyjimachm, 
whom he left his deputy at Jernfalem, gotten many of the gold veffels out 
of the temple, he fold them at Tyre, and the cities round about, and there- 
by raifed money enough not only to pay the King, but alfo to bribe An- 
dronictts and other courtiers to procure favour for him. 5 Onias, who then 
iived at Antioch, as being confined to that place by the order of the King, 
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having notice of this facrilege, reproved Menelaus very fevere'Iy for it; 
which the apoftate not being able to bear, for the revenging of himfelf up- 
on him for it, applied to Andronicus, and engaged him for a mm of mo- 
ney to cut Oriias off, of which Onias having gained intelligence, fled to the 
AJylnm at 'Daphne, and there took fanftuary for the fafety of his* life. But 
z Andronicus having by fair words and falfe oaths perfuaded him to come 
forth out of that place, immediately put him to death, that thereby he 
might earn the money which Menelaus had promifed him. But Onias hav- 
ing by his laudable carriage, while he lived at Antioch, gained much upon 
the affection and efteem of the inhabitants of the place, as. well Greeks as 
Jews, they took this murther foil!, 1 that they both joined in a petition to 
the King, on his return, againft Andronicus for it whereon cognizance be- 
ing taken of the crime, and the wicked murtherer convieicd of it, Antio- 
chus b caufed him with infamy to be carried to^ the place where the mur- 
ther was committed, and there put to death for it m fuch manner as he 
deferve'd. For Antiochtts, as wicked a tyrant as he was, had forrow and 
regret upon him for the death of fo good a man, and ■ therefore in his thus 
revenging of it he executed his own refentments, as well as thole of the 
perfons who had petitioned for it. 

Th t s O'nias was High-prieft of the Jews twenty four years. Ertfeb'ms 
menuoneth not at all the time of his being in the office, tho' he doth it 
of all the reft from the time of the Babylonijh captivity. But the c Chro- 
nicon Aiexaudrinum doth afTign him twenty four years, which are to be 
reckoned to the time of his death. This Chronicon, in the aligning of 
the years of each pontificate, from the time mentioned to the death of this 
Ontas, much better agreeing both with the fcripturcs and the hifiory of Jo- 
fepfjus, than either Africanus or Eujebius!, I have rather chofen to follow- 
that author in this matter, than either of the other ? two, excepting only in 
the pontificate of Simon the JuB. For whereas the Chronicon Alexandri- 
num afligns to it fourteen years, and Enfebius only nine, I chafe rather to 
follow Enfebitts in this particular, that f might not carry down the laft year 
of the high-priefthood of Manaffeh too far from the death of his father. 
For allowing Simon the JuB fourteen years to his pontificate, it will carry 
down- die time of the death of Manaffeh to feventy fix years after the death 
of Jaddua his father, and make him to be near an hundred, if not more, 
at the time of his deceafe ; and every year deducted from fo great an a<*e, 
makes the account the more probable, and nothing can be deducfed elfe- 
where to leflen it by the authority of either of thofe two authors, (and 
there is no other authority but theirs to be recurred to in this matter:) 
For all the years ,of the other pontificates, from the death of Jaddua to 
that of Manaffeh, do in both thefe authors either equal or exceed the 
years of the faid Chronicon, and therefore there is no place elfe where 



* i Maccab. iv. 33, 34. a 2 Maccab. iv. if, 26. b 2 Maccab. iv. 27 28. 

c This Chronicon had firfl the name of Farti Siculi, becaufe firfl found hi an old library in Sicily 
arrdfrtm* theme conveyed u- Rome, where Sigoauis and Onufrius made ufe of it, and quote it under 
the name of Fafti Siculi. But Sylburgius having gotten another copy of it, prefented it to Hcefche"- 
lius, who gave it to the library at Augsburg in Gerftany, from whence Rader the Jefr.it Imblifoed it 
with a Latin -,>erJion, armo Dom. 16:14. under the title of Chronicon Alexandrinum. He gave it 
this title, becaufe m the mamtfeript, from whence hi printed it, there was a fiort preface premiCsd un<- 
der the name of Peter Patriarchy of Alexandria. 
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they can be leflen'd by the authority of either of them. And unlefs they 
be thus leflened, another inconvenience would happen worfe than the 
other; for:Otherwife the laft year of Onias would be carried down beyond 
what is continent either with the hiftory of Jojephus, or that of the 
two books of the Maccabees. From the death of Onias ^ the pontifi- 
cates following will be taken from the faid books of the Maccabees, as 
far as they go, and from the hiftory of Jofephus, who hath them all to 
the end. 

In the interim there happen'd a great mutiny at Jerusalem, by reafonof 
the velTels of gold that were carried out of the temple by the order of 
Menelatts. When he went to Autiocb, d he left Lyjimachtis, another of his 
brothers as bad as himfelf, to execute his office during his abfence, and by 
his means c thofe veflels of gold were carried out of the temple, which Me- 
nelaus fold at Tyre and other places to rajfe the money above mentioned. 
"When this came to be known, and the f bruit hereof was fpread abroad 
among the people, the multitude taking great indignation her eat, gathered 
themfelves together againft Lyjimachus ; whereon he got together about 
three thoufand men of his party, under the command of one Tyr annus an 
old foldier, to reiift their rage, and defend himfelf againft them ; but the 
multitude fell on them with that fury, that wounding fome, and lolling 
others, they forced the red to flee; and then falling on Lyjimachus, the 
facrilegious robber, they flew him befide the treafury within the temple, 
and thereby for that time put an end to this facrilege. 

ANTIOCHD S shaving ever fince the return of Apollonhis from the 
Egyptian court been preparing for the war, which he found he muft ne- 
celfarily have with 'Ptolemy about the provinces of Ccele-Syria and *PaleJtinc, 
and being now ready fjor it, refolved to defer it no longer; but inftead of 
expecting the war in his. own territories, determined to carry it into' thofe 
of his enemy. The youth of Ttolemy (he being then but fixteen years old) 
and the weak conduct of the minifters, into whofe hands he was fall'n, made 
him dcfpife both; and the Romans (under whofe protection Egypt then 
was) were not at leifure to afford them any help , by reafbn of the "war 
which they were at that time engaged in with Terfeus King of Macedon ; 
and therefore thinking he could not have a more favourable juncture for 
the bringing of this controverfy to a fuccefsful decifion, he refolved forth- 
with to begin the conteft. However, to keep as fair with the Romans as 
the cafe would admit , h he fent ambafladors to lay before the fenate the 
right he had to the provinces of Ceele-Syria and Taleftine then in his pof- 
feflion, and to juftify the war which he was forced to enter on in the de- 
fence of them , and then forthwith marched his army towards the fron- 
tiers of Egypt ; ! where being met by the forces of Ptolemy between mount 
Cajius and Telujium, it there came to a battel between them ; in which An- 
tiochus having gotten the victory, he took care on the advantage of it well 
to fortify that border of his dominions, and to make the barrier in that 
quarter as ftrong as he could againft any future attempt that Ttolemy might 
make upon thefe provinces ; and then without attempting any thing farther 



<l 2 Maccab. iv. 29. e 2. Maccab. iv. 29. f 2 Maccab. iv. 40, 41, 42. 
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this year returned to Tyre, and there and in the neighbouring cities put 
his army into winter quarters. 

While he lay at Tyre, there k came thither to him three delegates from 170, 
the fanhedrim, or feat of the Jews, to complain of the facrileges of -Me- P j,°^™|_ 
nelaus, and the violences and diforders, which by Lyfmachus his deputy, tor u. 
he had lately caufed at Jerufalem ; and having on the hearing of the caufe 
plainly convicted him before the King of all that they had laid to his charge, 
Menelam to avoid the fentence, which he deferved, and which he faw was 
ready to be pronounced againit him, bribed "Ptolemy Macron the fon of 
Dorymenes, with a great fum of money to befreind him with the King ; 
whereon Ttolemy taking the King afide, prevailed with him contrary to 
what he intended not only to abfolve Menelam, but alfo to put to death 
the three delegates of the Jews, as if they had unjuftly accufed him : 
Which was fo manifeft a piece of oppreflion and injuflice in the eyes of 
all in that place, that the Tyrians, pitying their cafe, caufed them to be 
honourably buried. 

This Ttolemy Macron 'having been formerly governor of Cyprus for 
King Ttolemy Thilometor, had, during his minority, referved all the King's 
revenues of that ifland in his hands, refuting to pay it to the minifters 
notwithstanding their earneft call for it. But as foon as the King was en- 
throned he brought it all to Alexandria, and there paid the whole into 
the royal treafury ; which being a fupply, which at that time came very 
conveniently to anfwer the exigencies of the government, he then obtain- 
ed great applaufe for his good conduct in this matter : But afterwards be- 
ing difgulted either by fome ill treatment from the miniftry, or for that 
his fervice was not rewarded according to his expectation, m he revolted 
from King Ttolemy, and went over to Antiochus, and delivered the ifland 
of Cyprus into his hands. Whereon Antiochus received him with great 
favour, admitted him n into the number of his principal friends, and made 
him 0 governor of Ccele-Syria and Talejiine ; and fent p Crates, who had 
been before deputy governor of the caftle at Jerufalem under Sojlratus, 
to be chief commander of Cyprus in his IJead. Thus much is proper to 
be faid of him in this place, becaufe there will be other occafions to make 
mention of him in the future feries of this hiftory. 

About this time, ^for forty days together, there were feen at Jerufalem 
in the air, very itrange fights of horfemen and footmen armed with fliields, 
fpears, and fwords, and in great companies fighting againfl: and charging 
each other, as in battel aray; which foreboded thole calamities of war 
and defolation, which foon after happen'd to that city and nation. And 
the like were feen at the place before the destruction of that city by the 
Romans: So 1 Jofephus tells us who lived in that time, and attefts it to 
have been vouched to him by fuch as had been eye witnefles of the 
fame. 

A NT IO C HI) S having been making preparations during all the winter 
for a fecond expedition into Egypt, as foon as the fcafon of the year would 
permit, 5 again invaded that countrey both by fea and land ; and having 
on the frontiers gained c another victory over the forces of Ttolemy, that 

k 2 Maccab. iv. 44— fo. 1 Valefii excerpta ex Polybio, p. iz6. 1 Maccab. x. 13. 

n 1 Maccab. iii. 38. ° 2 Maccab. viii. 8. p 2 Maccab. iv. 29. q 2 Maccab. v, 2, 3. 
«■ De bello Judaico. lib. 7. cap. 12. * 2 Maccab. v. 1. '1 Maccab. i. 17, 18. Hieronymus 
in comment, ad Dan.xi. 24. 

Vol. II. S were 



130 Connection of the History of Part II. 



Were lent thither to oppofe him, took Telnfium, and from thence made 
his way into the heart of the kingdom. In u this laft overthrow of the 
Egyptian army, it was in his power to have cut them all off to a man ; 
but inftead of purfuing this advantage, he took care to put a flop to the 
executing of it, riding about the field in perfon after the victory to forbid 
the putting of any more to death ; which clemency of his fo far reconciled 
and endeared him to the Egyptians, that on his farther march into the 
countrey they w all readily yeilded to him, and he made himfelf with ve- 
ry little trouble mailer of Memphis, and all the other parts of Egypt ex- 
cepting Alexandria, which alone held out againft him. 

While Antiochus carried on this laft invafion, Thilometor came into 
his hands; whether he were taken prifoner by him, or elfe voluntarily 
came unto him is not faid, the latter feems moft likely : For Antiochus 
took not from him his liberty* but x they did eat at the fame table, and 
coriverfed together as friends, and for fome time Antiochus pretended to 
take care of the interefl of this young King his nephew, and to manage 
the affairs of the kingdom as tutor and guardian to him. But when he 
had under this pretence made himfelf matter of the countrey, he feized 
all to himfelf; and having miferably pillaged all parts where he came, 
>' vaftly enriched himfelf and his army with the fpoils of them. During 
all this time , 'Philometor z conducted himfelf with a very mean fpirit , 
keeping himfelf, while in arms, at as great a diltance from all danger as 
he was able* and never {hewing himfelf in the army that was to fight for 
him; and afterwards in a flothful cowardice fubmitting to Antiochus, and 
fuffering himfelf to be deprived by him of fo large a kingdom, without 
attempting any thing for the preserving of it ; which was not fo much 
owing to his want of natural courage or capacity (for he afterwards gave 
many inllances of both) as to the effeminate education in which he was 
bred up by his tutor Eulaus. For that wicked eunuch being alfo his 
prime minifler of flate, took care by corrupting him with all manner of 
luxury and effeminacy to make him as unfit for government as he was able, 
that when he was grown up, he might flill be as neceffary to him, and 
have the fame power in the kingdom as he before had in the time of his 
minority: Which is a policy that hath often been pra&ifed by wicked 
minifters towards their princes in their minority, to the vaft damage al- 
ways of the countrey where it hath happen'd. 

While Antiochus was in Egypt, 3 a falfe rumour having been fpread 
through all Taleftine, that he was dead, Jajbti thinking this a fit oppor- 
tunity for him again to recover his flation at Jerufalem, which he for- 
merly had there as High-prieft, march'd thither with above a thou- 
fand men, and having by the afliflance of the party he had there, taken 
the city, and droven Menelaiis to flee for fhelter into the caflle, he afted 
all manner of cruelties upon his fellow citizens, putting to death without 
mercy as many of thofe whom he thought his adverfaries, as he could 
light upon. 

ANTIOGHVS on his being informed of all this in Egypt, fuppofed 
that the whole Jtwijh nation had revolted from him, and therefore 
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b marched with all hafte out of Egypt into Jud<ea, to quell this rebellion ; 
and being told that the people of Jerufalem made great rejoicings on the 
news which came to them of his death, he was Very much provoked 
thereat ; and therefore in a great rage laying flege to Jerufalem, and c ta- 
king the city by force, he Hew of the inhabitants in three days time forty 
thoufand perfons ; and having taken as many more captives, fold them for 
Haves to the neighbouring nations. And not content with this he impi- 
oufly forced himfelf into the temple, and entered into the inner and molt 
facrcd recelfes of it ; polluting by his prefence both the holy place, and 
alfo the holy of holies ; the wicked tray tor Menelaus being his conductor 
and fhewing him the way into both. And to offer the greater indignity 
to this'facred place, and to affront in the higheft manner he was able the 
religion, whereby God was worfhipped in it, he facrificed a great fow 
upon the altar of burnt-offerings ; and broth being by his command made 
with fome part of the flefh thereof boiled in it, he caufed it to be fprink- 
led all over the temple for the utmoft defiling of it. And after this hav- 
ing facrilegioufly plundered it by taking thence the altar of incenfe, the 
fhew-bread table, the candleftick of feven branches, that flood in the ho- 
ly place, which were all of gold, and feveral other golden vefTels, utenfils, 
and donatives of former kings to the value of eighteen hundred talents of 
gold, and made the like plunder in the city* he returned to Antiocb, 
carrying thither with him the fpoils of Judaa as well as of Egypt ; which 
both together amounted to an immenfe treafure of riches. On his depar- 
ture from Jerufalem, for the farther vexation of the Jews, A he appointed 
Thilip a Phrygian, who was a man of a very cruel and barbarous tem- 
per, to be governor of Judaa ; and Androtiicus another of the like difpo- 
fition to be governor of Samaria ; and left Menelaus to be ftill over them 
in the office of High-prieft ; who was worfe to them than all the reft. 

As to Jafou, e on the return of Antiochus out of Egypt, he durft not 
tarry his coming to Jerufalem, but on his approach to that place, fled 
thence for fear of him, back again into the land of the Ammonites ; but 
being there accufed before Aretas King of the Arabians, whofe kingdom 
reached into that countrey, he fled from thence alfo ; and after that being 
forced to fhift from place to place purfued of all men, and hated every 
where for his wickednefs towards God, his countrey, and his religion ; 
and finding fafety no where in thofe parts, he was caft out thence firft in- 
to Egypt, and from thence again into Laced<emo?iia, where he perifhed in 
exile and mifery without having any one to give him a burial. 
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Pto]emy Alexandrians f finding Thilometor to be fallen under the power of 

Phiiome- Avtiachus, and by him in a manner wholly deprived of the crown, looked 
tor iz. Qn hi m as altogether loft to them; and therefore having the younger bro- 
ther with them, they put him on the throne , and made him their King 
inftead of the other ; from which time he took the name of Ttolemy En- 
ergies the fecmd, but afterwards they gave him the name of Thyjion, i. e. 
the fat-guts, ox great-bellied, by reafon of the great and prominent belly, 
which by his luxury and gluttony he afterwards acquired, and by this name 
he is moft commonly mentioned by thofe who have written of him. On his 
thus afcending the throne , * Cineas and Cumanus were made his prime 
minifters, and to them was committed the care of again reftoring the 
broken affairs of that kingdom. 

ANTIOCHDS, on his hearing of this, h laid hold of the occafion for 
his making of a third expedition into Egypt, under pretence of reftoring 
the depofed King, but in reality to fubject the whole kingdom to himfelf ; 
and therefore having ' vanquifhed the Alexandrians in a fea-fight near Te- 
hjiunty he again entered the countrey with a great army, and marched di- 
rectly towards Alexandria to lay fiege to the place. Whereon the young 
King " confulting with his two minifters, agreed to call a council of the 
chief commanders of the army, and upon advice had with them, purfue 
fuch methods for the ftemmingof the prei'ent difficulties as they fhould direct 
him unto ; who having accordingly been called and met together, and hav- 
ing thoroughly confidered the ttate of the then prefent affairs, advifed to 
endeavour an accommodation with Antiochtis, and that the ambafladors 
who were then at Alexandria on embaffies from feveral of the Grecian 
ftates to the Egyptian court, mould be defired to interpofe their media- 
tion for the effecting of it: Who 1 having readily undertaken the matter, 
forthwith failed up the river to meet Anthchus with the propofals of peace 
which they were entrufted with, taking with them two ambafladors from 
Ttolemy himfelf for the fame purpofe. On their coming to his camp he 
received them very kindly, and having the firft day entertained them at 
a fpkndid treat, appointed the next day to hear what they had to propofe. 
Xhe Achaans having then firft opened the caufe on which they were fent, 
aU the reft fpoke to it in their turns ; and they all agreed in laying the 
blame of making the war on Eulaus's ill conduct, and the nonage of King 
Ttolemy Thilometor ; and on thefe two heads they apologized as much as 
they could for the prefent King, in order to mollify Antiochns, and bring 
him to terms of peace with him ; and much urged the relation which was 
between them for a motive to induce him to it. Ajitiochus in anfwer to 
them acknowledged all to be true that they had faid, concerning the caufe 
of the war ; and then took the opportunity of fetting forth his title to the 
provinces of Cwle-Syria and Taleftitte, alledging all the arguments for it, 
which have been m above mentioned, and producing inftruments for the 
proof of all that he alledged ; which he did in fuch a manner, as fully fa- 
tisfied all that were prefent of bis right to thofe provinces. And then as 
to the- propofals of peace* he referred them to a future treaty, which he 
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iiiid he mouldbe ready to enter into with them about this matter, when two 
perfons then abfent, whom he named, mould come to him, without whom 
he told them he could do nothing herein ; and then went to Naucratis, 
and from thence to Alexandria, and there laid fiege to the place. Ttolemy 
Energctes and Cleopatra his fifter, who were then fhut up in the town, 
being* hereby much diftrefted , " fent ambafladors to the Romans to repre- 
sent their cafe, and pray relief : And a little after there came amballadors 
from the Rhodians to endeavour to make peace between the two Kings % 
who having landed at Alexandria, and received what inflruffions the mi- 
nifters of that court would entruft them with, went thence to the camp* 
in which Antiochus lay before the town, and ufed the beft of their endea- 
vours with him to bring him to an accommodation with the Egyptian King ; 
infifting on the long friendfhip and alliance which they had thitherto enjoy- 
ed with both crowns, and the obligations which they thought themfelves 
under on this account, to do the beft offices they were able for the making 
of peace between them. But while they were proceeding in long harangues 
on thefe topics Antiochus interrupted them, and in few words told them, 
that there was no need of long orations as to this matter; that the king- 
dom belonged to Thilometor the elder brother, with whom he had fome 
time fuice made peace, and was now in perfecT: friendfhip with him ; that 
if they would recal him from banifhment, and again reftore him to his crown, 
the war would be at an end. This he faid, not that he intended any fuch 
thing, but only out of craft farther to embroil the kingdom, for the better 
obtaining of his own ends upon it. For finding he could make no work of 
it at Alexandria, but that he mull be forced to raife the fiege, the fcheme 
which he had now laid for the compaffing of his defigns, was to put the 
two brothers together by the ears, and engage them in a war againft each 
other, that when they had by inteftine broils wafted and fpent their ftrength, 
he might come upon them, while thus weaken'd and fpent, and fwallow 
both. And l > with this view having withdrawn from Alexandria, he march- 
ed to Memphis, and there feemingly again reftored the whole kingdom to 
Thilometor, excepting only Tclujium, which he retained in his hands ; that 
having this key of Egypt ftill in his keeping, he might thereby again enter 
Egypt, when matters mould there, according to the fcheme which he had 
kid, be ripe for it, and fo feize the whole kingdom ; and having thus dif- 
poied matters, he returned again to Antioch. 

'PTOLE MT Thilometor, now roufed from his luxurious floth by the 
misfortunes which he had fuffered in thefe revolutions, had penetration 
enough to fee into what Antiochus intended. His 1 keeping of Telufium 
was a ffufficient indication unto him , that he held this gate of Egypt ftill 
in his power only to enter thorough it again, when he and his brother 
fttould have wafted themfelves fo far by their domeftic feuds, as not to be 
able to refrft htm, and fo make a prey of both, And therefore for the pre- 
venting of this, as foon as Antiochus was gone , he fent to his brother t-o> 
invite' hurt to an accommodation ; and by the means of Cleopatra r who was 
fitter to both, an agreement was made upon terms that the trvvo brothers 
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fhould jointly reign together : Whereon 'Philometor returning to Alexan- 
dria, peace was reftored to Egypt, much to the fatisfaction of the people, 
efpecially of the Alexandrians, who greatly fuffered by the war. But the 
two brothers being aware that Antiochus would return again upon them, 
5 fent ambaffadors into Greece to get auxiliary forces from thence for their 
defence againft him ; and they had reafon enough fo to do : For Antiochus 
hearing of this agreement of the two brothers, and finding his fine-fpun 
fcheme of policy, whereby he thought to have made himfelf matter of 
[Egypt, wholly baffled by it, 'he fell into a great rage, and refolved to car- 
ry on the war againlt both the brothers with greater force and fury than he 
had againlt either of them before. 
An. 1 63. , And therefore "very early the next fpring he fent a fleet to Cyprus to 
Phnome f ecure tnat ifl an d to hi m > an( i at tne ^ ame tulie m perfon marched by land 
tor 13. C " with a numerous army to make another invafion upon Egypt, in which 
he purpofed, without owning the intereft of either of his nephews, to fup- 
prefs them both, and make an abfolute conqueft of the whole kingdom. 
On his coming to Rhinocorura, he was there met by ambaffadors from Thi- 
lometor, by whom that Prince having acknowledged his restoration to his 
kingdom to be owing to him, defired him that he would not dettroy his 
own work, but permit him peaceably to enjoy the crown which he wore 
by his favour. But Antiochus not at all regarding the complement, but 
waving all thofe pretences of favour and attention for either of his nephews, 
which he had hitherto made a mew of, now plainly declared himfelf an 
enemy to both, telling the ambaffadors, that he demanded the ifland of 
Cyprus, and the city of Telujium, with all the lands that lay on that branch 
of the Nile on which Telujium flood, to be yielded to him in perpetuity ) 
and that, he would on no other terms give peace to either of the brothers \ 
and having fet them a day for their giving him an anfwer to this demand, 
as foon as that day was over, and no anfwer returned to his fatisfaction, he 
again invaded Egypt with a numerous army ; and having fubdued all the 
countrey as far as Memphis, and there received the fubmiffion of moft of 
the reft, he marched towards Alexandria for the befieging of that city* the 
reduction of which would have made him abfolute matter of the whole 
kingdom ; and this moft certainly he would have accomplifhed, but that he 
met a Roman embaffy in his way, which put a flop to his farther progrefs, 
and totally dalh'd all the defigns which he had been fo long carrying on for 
the making of himfelf matter of that countrey. 

I have mentioned before, how Ttolemy Euergetes the younger of the 
two brothers, and Cleopatra his fitter, being diftreffed by the former fiege 
which Antiochus had laid to Alexandria, fent ambaffadors to the Romans 
to pray their relief. Thefe w being introduced into the fenate, did there 
in a lamentable habit, and with a more lamentable oration, fet forth their 
cafe, and in the numb left manner proftrating themf elves before that affem- 
bly; prayed their help; with which the fenate being moved, and having 
* confidered alfo how much it was their own intereft not to permit Antiochus 
to grow fo great, as the annexing of Egypt to Syria would make him, de- 
creed to fend an embaffy into Egypt to put an end to this war. The per- 
fons they appointed for it were Cuius Topillius Lanas (who had been 
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conful four years before) Cains T>ecimim, and Cams HoflUim. Their 
commiflion was firft to go to Antiochus, and after that to Ttolemy, and to 
fignify to them, that it was the defire of the fenate that they fhould defift 
from making any farther war upon each other; and that if either of them 
fhould refufe fo to do, him the Roman people would no longer hold to be 
either their friend or their ally. And that thefe ambaftadors might come 
foon enough to execute their infractions before Antiochus fhould make 
himfelf matter of Egypt, they were difpatch'd away in that hafte, that 
within three days after they left Rome; and taking with them the Egyp- 
tian ambaftadors, haften'd to Brnndufiwn, and there palling over to the 
Grecian fhoar, from thence by the way of Chalcis, Treks, and Rhodes, they 
came to Alexandria juft as Antiochus was making that fecond march to be- 
fiege this city, which I have mentioned. On his arrival at Lenjine, a place 
within four miles of Alexandria, the ambafTadors there met him. On the 
fight of Topillins (with whom he had contracted an intimate friendfhip 
and familiarity, while he was an hoftage at Rome) he put forth his hand 
to embrace him as his old friend and acquaintance. But Topillius refufing 
the compliment; told him, that the publick intereft of his countrey rnuft 
take place of private friendfhip ; that he muft firft know whether he were 
a friend or an enemy to the Roman ftate, before he could own him as a 
friend to himfelf; and then delivered into his hands the tables, in which 
were written the decree of the fenate, which they came to communicate 
to him, and required him to read it, and forthwith give his anfwer there 
to Antiochus having read the decree, told Topil/ius he would confult 
with his fnends about it ? and fpeedilygive him the anfwer they fhould ad- 
Vife. But > Toptlhus infifung on an immediate anfwer, forthwith drew a 
circle round him in the fand with the ftaff which he had in his hand and 
required him to give his anfwer before he ftirred out of that circle - at 
which ftrange and peremptory way of proceeding Antiochus being ftartled 
after a little hefitation yielded to it, and told the ambaflador that he would 
obey the command of the fenate; whereon Topil/ius accepting his em- 
braces, afted thenceforth according to his former friendfhip with him 
That which made him fo bold as to act with him after this perempS 
manner, and the other fo tame as to yield thus patiently to it, was the news 
which they had a little before received of the great victory of the RomZl 
Which they had gotten over Terfeus King of Macedonia: For Taulus 
Alrntltus having now vanquifhed that King, and thereby added Macedonia 
to .the .Roman empire, the name of the Romans after this carried that weight 
with lt , as created a terror m all the neighbouring nations ; fo that^S 
of them after this cared to difpute their commands, but were dadonl 
terms to mai ^ peacCj and a fi . en > were glad on any 

f*Jf*s had thus fent Antiochus back again into Syria, * he returned wkhhk 
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to whom it of right belonged ; he returned home to relate to the fenate 
the full fuccefs of his embafly, and ambaffadors followed him from the 
two Ttolemys to thank the fenate for the great benefit they had received 
from it : For to this embaffy they owed their kingdom, and that peace- 
able enjoyment, whereby they were now fettled in it. 

ANTIOCHDS returning out of Egypt in great * wrath and indigna- 
tion, becaufe of the baffle which he had there met with from the Romans 
of all his defigns upon that countrey ; he vented it all upon the Jews, 
who had no way offended him. For on his marching back through Ta- 
Isjtine b he detached off from his army twenty two thoufand men under 
the command of Apoilomus, who was over the tribute, and fent them to 
Jerufalem to deftroy the place. 

It was c juft two years after Antiochus had taken Jerufalem, that Apol- 
lonius came thither with his army. On his firft arrival he carried himfelf 
peaceably concealing his purpofe, and forbearing all hoftilities till the next 
fabbath ; but then d when the people were all affembled together in their 
fynagogues for the celebrating of the religious duties of the day, thinking 
this the propereft time for the executing of his bloody commiffion, he let 
loofe all his forces upon them with command to flay all the men, and take 
captive the women and children to fell them for flaves ; which they exe- 
cuted with the utmoft rigor and cruelty, flaying all the men they could 
light on without {hewing mercy to any, and filling the ftreets with their 
blood.. After this having fpoiled the city of all its riches they fet it on 
fire in feveral places, demoliflied the houfes, and pulled down the walls 
round about it, and then with the ruins of the demoliflied city built a 
ftrong fortrefs on the top of an eminence in the city of "David, which was 
over againft the temple, and over-looked and commanded the fame, and 
there placed a ftrong garrifon ; and making it a place of arms againft the 
whole nation of the Jews ftored it with all manner of provisions of war ; 
and there alfo they laid up the fpoils which they had taken in the facking 
of the city. And this fortrefs by the advantage of its Situation being thus 
higher than the mountain of the temple, and commanding the fame, from 
thence the garrifon foldiers fell on all thofe, that went up thither to wor- 
fliip, and flied their blood on every fide of the fandluary, and defiled it 
with all manner of pollutions. So that from this time the temple becam* 
deferted and the daily Sacrifices omitted, and none of the true fervants of 
God durtt any more go up thither to worfliip, e till Judas after three years 
and an half having recovered it out of the hands of the heathens, purged 
the place of its pollutions ; and by a new dedication reftored it again to its 
priftin ufe. For f aU that efcaped this carnage being fled from Jerufalem 
left that place wholly in the hands of ftrangers, fo that the fancluary was 
laid wafte and the whole city defolated of its natural inhabitants. At this 
time « Judas Maccabaus with fome others that accompanied him fled in- 
to the wildernefs, and there lived in great hardfliip, fubfifting themfelves 
upon herbs, and what elfe the mountains and the woods could afford them; 
till they gained an opportunity of taking up arms for themfelves and their 
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countrey in manner as will be hereafter felated. Jofephus h makes An- 
tiochtts himfelf to be prefent at this execution, and confounds what was 
now done by Apollonius with what he himfelf did in his own perfon two 
years before. But the books of the Maccabees rightly diftinguifh thefe 
two aftions, as done at two different times, the one by Antiochus himfelf 
after his fecond expedition into Egypt, and the other by Apollonius his 
lieutenant fent by him for this purpofe on his return from his fourth and 
laft expedition into that countrey two years after ; and hereby both are 
put in their true light. 

This was done about the time of the year, in which our TVhitftmtide 
now falls. Livy i tells us that Antiochus made this his laft expedition in- 
to Egypt primo vere, i. e. in the firft beginning of the fpring ; and that 
the Roman ambaffadors met him before he could in that march reach A- 
lexandria, which could not be above a month or fix weeks after his firft 
entring into that countrey in this expedition; and immediately on his 
meeting thofe ambaffadors he was forced to march back again, and in 
that march might reach Tale/line about the end of May ; and then Apol- 
lonius being fent with his commiflion for the defolating of the city and 
temple of Jerufalem there executed it, as above related, in the beginning 
of June following. For that defolation of the temple happen'd k juft three 
years and fix months before it was again reftored by Judas Maccabam, as 
hath been already faid ; and therefore that restoration having been made 
1 on the twenty fifth day of the ninth month of the Jews called Cijleu in 
the 148th year of the aera of the Seleucida, it muft follow, that the time 
of this defolation muft have been on or about the twenty fifth day of their 
third month called Sivan in the sera of the Seleucid<e, 145-, which an- 
fwers to the sera before ChrisJ 168, under which I have placed it. And 
thejewifh month Sivan anfwering in part to the month of May, and in 
part to the month of June in the Julian kalendar, the twenty fifth day of 
that month muft happen near or about the time of our IVhitfuittide, as I 
have faid; and then it was that by the command of Antiochus, and the 
wicked agency of Apollonius the daily facrifices, whereby God was ho- 
noured every morning and evening at Jerufalem were made to ceafe, and 
the temple turned into defolation : And this was not all the mifchief that 
was done that people this year. 

Fo r as foon as Antiochus was returned to Antioch m he ifTued out a de 
cree, that all nations within his dominions leaving their former rites and 
ufages fhould conform to the religion of the King; and worfhip the fame 
gods, and in the fame manner, as he did; which, altho' couched in ge- 
neral terms was levelled mainly againft the Jews, that thereby an handle 
might be afforded for the farther oppreffing of that people. And itfeems 
tor no other end to have been extended to all the nations of the Syrian 
empire, but that thereby it might reach all of the Jewifh worfhip, where- 

S^7h7T- difpe ?» a ? 101,g »? ems k bdng refolved h Y^chus 
through the advice "of Ttolemy Macron, to carry on this persecution not 
only againft the Jew s o f Taleftine, but a gainft all others of that region! 
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who were fettled any where eife within his dominions. And this indeed 
was mod conformable to his intention, his defign being to cut off all of 
them, where-ever they were within his reach, that would not conform to 
his decree by apoftatizing from their God and his law ; that fo he might as 
far as in him lay extinguilh both the Jewifti religion, and the Jewifh name 
and nation at the fame time. And for the more effectual executing of 
this decree 0 he fent overfeers into all the provinces of his empire to fee 
to the obfervance of it, and to inftruct the people in all the rites which 
they were to conform to.. And p all the heathen nations readily obeyed 
his commands heirein, one fort of idolatry being to them as acceptable as 
another ; and none did more readily run into this change than the Sama- 
ritans. 1 As long as the Jews were in profperity, it was their ufage to 
challenge kindred with them ; and profefs themfelves to be of the flock 
of IJrae/, and of the fons of Jofeph. But when the Jews were under 
any calamity or persecution, then they would fay that they had nothing to 
do with them ; that they were of the race of the Medes and Terjians (as 
in truth they were) and not of the IJraelites, and would thus utterly dif- 
own all manner of relation to them : Of which they gave a very fignal in- 
ftance at this time. For finding the Jews under fo fevere a persecution, 
and fearing left they alfo might be involved in it, they addreffed them- 
felves to the King by a petition ; wherein having fet forth, that though 
their forefathers had formerly, for the avoiding of frequent plagues that 
happen' d in their countrey, been induced to obferve the fabbaths, and o- 
ther religious rites of the Jews ; and had on mount Geri&im a temple like 
theirs at Jertifalem, and therein facrificed to a god x without a name, as 
they" did, and through the fuperftition of an ancient cuflom they had e- 
Ver fince gone on in the fame way ; yet they were not of that nation, or 
were any way related to them, but were defcended from the Sidonians, 
and were ready to conform to all the rites and ufages of the Greeks ac- 
cording as the King had commanded ; they therefore prayed that feeing 
the King had ordered the punifhihg of that wicked people, they might 
not be involved with them therein, as guilty with them of the fame 
crimes. And they farther petitioned that their temple which had hither- 
to been dedicated to no efpecial deity, might thenceforth be made the 
temple of the Grecian Jupiter, and be fo called for the future. To which 
petition Antiochiis having given a favourable artfwer, fent Ms order 5 to 
Nicanor the deputy governor of the province of Samaria to dedicate 
their temple to. the Grecian Jupiter according to their defire, and no 
mpre to give them any moleftation. 

And the Samaritans were not the only apoftates that forfook their God 
and his law on this tryal. ' Many of the Jews either to avoid the perfe- 
ction, or to curry favour with the King and his officers by their com- 
pliance, or elfe out of their own wicked inclinations, did the fame thing. 
And there were hereon great fallings away in Tjrael, and many of thofe 
who were, guilty herein joining, with the Kings, forces then in the land, 
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became u much bitterer enemies to their brethren than any of the heathen 
themfelves, who were fent of purpofe to perfecute thern- 

The overfeer, who was fent to fee this decree of the King's executed 
in Judex and Samaria, was w one At.henaus an old man, who being well 
verfed in all the rites of the Grecian idolatry, was thought a very pro- 
per perfon to initiate thofe people into the observance of them. On his 
coming to Jerttfalem, and there executing his commiflian, * all facrifices to 
the God of JJrael were made to eeafe, all the obfervances of the Jewijh 
religion were fupprefled, the temple it felf was polluted, and made unfit 
for God's worihip, their fabbaths and feftivals were prophaned, their chil- 
dren forbidden to be circumcifed, and the law where-ever it could be found 
was taken away or deftroyed, and the ordinances which God commanded 
them were wholly fupprefled throughout the land, and every one was put 
to death that was difcovered in any of thefe particulars to have acted againft 
what the King had decreed. The Syrian foldiers under this overfeer were 
the chief miflionaries, and by them this converfion of the Jews to the 
King's religion was effecled, in the fame manner as a lace neighbouring 
Prince converted his proteflant fubjecls to the idolatrous fuperftition of 
Rome, which falls very little fliort of being altogether as bad. Having thus 
expelled the Jewijh worihip out of the temple, they introduced thither 
the heathen in its ftead, and confecrating it to the chief of their falfe gods, 
called it 1 the temple of Jupiter Olympics ; and having erecfed his image 
upon one part of the altar of holocauft, that flood in the inner court of 
the temple, upon another part of it juft before that image they built ano^ 
ther lefler altar, whereon they facrificed to him. This was done z on the 
fifteenth day of the Jewijh month Cijlen, which anfwers in part tp Novem- 
ber, and in part to 'December in our kalendar ; and * on the twenty fifth 
day of the fame month they there begun their facrifices to him. And they 
did the fame b to the Samaritan temple on mount Gerizim, confecrating it 
to the fame Grecian god Jupiter by the name of Jupiter the proteRor of 
grangers. That it was the requefl of the Samaritans themfelves to have 
their temple confecrated to the Grecian Jupiter, hath been already fhewn ; 
and it wasalfo c at their defire, that it was confecrated to him under this 
additional title of f ProtecJor of grangers, that thereby it might be exprefled 
that they were ftrangers in that land, and not of the race of Ifrael, who 
were the old inhabitants of it. And whereas 6 two women were found at 
Jerufalem to have circumcifed their male children, of which they had been 
lately delivered, they hanged thofe children about their necks, and having 
led them in this manner through the city, call them headlong over the 
fteepeft part of the walls; and aifo flew all thofe who had been aceefliry 
with them in the performance of this forbidden rite. And with the &mi 
ieventy they treated all others who were found in the pratf ice of any one 
A 1 aT X reli S ious U % €S > contrary to what the King had command- 
ed And the more to propagate among the people that heathen worihip 
which was enjoined, and tp bring all tp conform thereto, ' they did fet up 
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altars, groves, and chapels of idols in every city, and officers f were fent 
to them ; who on the day of the King's birth in every month forced all to 
offer facrifices to the Grecian gods , and s eat of the fleih of fwine, and 
other unclean beafts then facrificed to them. And when the feaft of Bac- 
chus, the god of drunkennefs, came, and proceffions were made, as ufual 
among the heathen Greeks, to the honour of that abominable deity, the 
Jews h were forced to join therein, and '' carry ivy, as the reft of the hea- 
thens did, according to the idolatrous ufage of the day. 

When thefe officers were thus fent to make alijudtea conform to the 
King's religion, and facrifice to his gods, k one of them called Apelles came 
to Modin, where dwelt Mattathias a Prieft of the courfe 1 of Joarib, a ve- 
ry honourable perfon, and one truly zealous for the law of his God. He 
was m the fon of John, the fon of Simon, the fon of AJmonaus, from whom 
the family had the name of Afmonaans, and he had with him five fons, all 
very valiant men, and equally with himfelf zealous obfervers of the law of 
their God ; Johanan called Kaddis, Simon called Thajfi, Judas called Mac- 
cabaus, Eleazar called Avaran, and Jonathan, whole iirname was Apphus. 
n Apelles on his coming to this city having called the people together, and 
declared unto them for what intent he was come, addrelfed himfelf in the 
firft place to Mattathias, to perfuade him to comply with the King's com- 
mands, that by the example of fo honourable and great a man, all the reft 
of the people of the place might be induced to do the fame ; promifing 
him, that thereon he mould be taken into the number of the King's friends, 
and he and his fons mould be promoted to honour and riches. To this 
Mattathias anfwered with a loud voice in the hearing of all the people of 
the place, that no confideration whatsoever mould induce him, or any of 
his family, ever to forfake the law of their God ; but that they would ii.il! 
walk in the covenant which he had made with their fore-fathers, and ob- 
ferve all the ordinances of it; and that no commands of the King Ihould 
make any of them to depart herefrom. And when he had faid thus much, 
feeing one of the Jeivs of the place prefenting himfelf at the heathen altar, 
which was there erected, to facrifice on it according to the King's com- 
mands, he was moved hereat with a religious zeal like that of Thine as, and 
ran upon the apoftate and flew him ; and then in the heat of his wrath fell 
alfo on the King's commiffioner, and by the affiftance of his fons, and others 
that joined with them, flew him and all that attended him. And after this 
getting together all of his family, and calling all others to follow , wno 
were zealous for the law, he retired with them to the mountains ; and 0 ma- 
ny others followed the fame example, whereby the defarts of Judtea be- 
came filled with thofe who fled from this perfecution. One company of 
them, to the number of a thoufand perfons, being gotten into a cave in 
the defart that lay neareft to Jemfalem, Thilip the ^Phrygian p, whom An- 
tiochus had left governor of Jnda:a and J erufalem on his laft being there, 
i went out againft them with his forces. At firft he endeavoured to per- 
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fuade them to a fubmiffion to the King's commands* promifing them on 
this condition a thorough impunity for what was pail; but they all refo- 
lutely anfwering, that they would rather die than forfake the law of their 
God, he thereon laid fiege to the cave, which they had polfelTed them- 
felves of, omitting all other hoftilities till the next fabbath, expecting then 
to matter them without refiftance, and fo it accordingly happen'd : For they 
then refilling, out of an over-fcrupulous zeal for the obfervance of that day 
to do any thing for their own defence, when fallen on by the enemy, were 
all cut off, men, women and children, without one being fpared of the 
whole company. Mattathias and his followers being much grieved at the 
hearing of this, and confidering, that if they mould follow the fame exam- 
ple, they mull all of them in the fame manner be deftroyed ; on full de- 
bate had among them of the matter, they all r came into this refolution, 
that the law of the fabbath in fuch a cafe of neceflity did not bind ; and 
therefore they unanimoufly decreed, that whenever they fliould be aflaulted 
on the fabbath-day they would fight for their lives, and that it was lawful 
for them fo to do ; and having ratified this decree by the confent of all 
the Priefts and Elders among them, they fent it to all others, who flood 
out in the obfervance of the law, wherc-ever dlfperfed through the land ; 
by whom it being received with the like confent and approbation, it was 
made their rule in all the wars which they afterwards waged againft any of 
their enemies. 

ANTIO CHVS '■ hearing that his commands did not meet with fuch a A»- 167, 
thorough conformity to them in Jnd<ea as in other places, came thither in Ph° 1 o-" y 
perfon farther to enforce the obfervance of them; and for the accomplim- metorn- 
ing hereof, executed very great cruelties on all non-apoftatizing Jews that 
fell into his hands, hoping thereby to terrify all the reft into a compliance ; 
and on this occafion happen'd the martyrdom of Eleazar, and of the mo- 
ther and her feven fons, which we have defcribed to us by 'the author 
of the fecond book of the Maccabees, and by " Jofephus, by both of which 
a full account having been given of this matter, efpecially by the latter, 
who hath written a book particularly hereof, I refer the reader to them. 
Rufinus in his Latin paraphrafe of this book of Jofephws concerning the 
Maccabees, gives us tt the names of the feven brothers, and their mother, 
and tells us, that as well they as Eleazar were carried from Judaa to An- 
tioch, and that it was there that they were judged by Antiochus ; but with- 
out any authority that we know of for either except his own invention. 
The reafon of the thing, as well as the tertour of the hiftory, which is given 
us of it by both the authors I have mentioned, make it much more likely 
that Jenifalem, and not Antioch, was made the fcene of this cruelty ;, and 
that efpecially fince it being deiigned for an example of terror unto the 
Jews of Judaa, it would have loft its force if executed any where elfe 
than in that countrey. 

In the interim Mattathias and his company lay clofe x in the faftnefTes 
of the mountains, where no eafy accefs could be made to them and as 
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foon as Antiochns was again returned to Antiocf^ great numbers of fuch as 
were adherers to the law, there ^reforted to him to fight for the law of 
their God, and the liberties of their countrey ; among thefe there were a 
company 2 of AJidteans, men mighty in valour, and of great zeal for the 
law, as having voluntarily devoted themfelves to a more rigid obfervation 
of it than other men ; from whence they had the name of Chafidim or Afi- 
daans : For after the fettling of the JewiJJy Church again mjudaa, on their 
return from the Babylonijh captivity, there were * two forts of men among 
the members of it; the one who contented themfelves with that only 
which was written in the law of Mojes, and thefe were called Zadikim, i. e. 
the righteous ; and the other who over and above the law b fuperadded 
the constitutions and traditions of the elders, and other rigorous obfervan- 
ces which by way of fupererrogation they voluntarily devoted themfelves 
to ; and thefe being reckoned in a degree of holinefs above the others, were 
called Chafidim, i.e. the pious. From the former of them were derived 
the fefts of the Samaritans, Sadducees t and Karaites ; and from the latter 
the 'Phartjees, and the Effenes : Of all which a fuller account will be given 
in the place proper for it. Of thefe Chafidim were thokAJid<eans (or Cha- 
Jidaans, for « fo it ought to be written) who joined Mattathias on this oc- 
cafion, and he was much ftrengthen'd by them : For to fight •zealoufly for 
their religion, and the defence of the temple and its worfhip, was one of 
of thofe main points of piety which they had devoted themfelves to. 

MATTATHIAS having thus gotten fuch a company together as made 
the appearance of a fmall army, d came out of his faftnefles, and took the 
field with them ; and going round the cities of Judah, he pulled down all 
the heathen altars, caufed all male children whom he found any where 
without circumcifion to be circumcifed ; cut off all apoftates that fell into 
his hands, and deftroyed all the perfecutors where-ever he came. And 
thus going on he profpered in the work of purging the land of the ido- 
latry which the perfecutors had impofed upon it, and again re-eftabliflied 
e the true worlhip of God in its former ftate in all places where he prevail- 
ed. For having f recovered feveral copies of the law out of the hands of 
the heathen, he reftored the fervice of the fynagogue, and caufed it again 
to be read therein as before ufed to be done. When Antiochus iffued out 
his decree for the fuppreffing of the Jewijh religion, one main inftrucHon 
given his agents for this purpofe was, every where to e take away and fup- 
prefs the law of Mofes : For that being the rule of their religion, were that 
taken away, he thought the religion it felf muft necelfarily ceafe with it. 
And therefore orders were iflued out, commanding all that had any copies 
of the law to deliver them up, and the puniftiment of death was feverely 
inflicted upon all who were afterwards found retaining any of them. And 
by this means the perfecutors got into their hands all the copies of the 
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hw which were ill the knd, excepting only fuch as thofe who fled into the 
defarts carried with them thither : For all others were forced to deliver 
them up unto them, and when they had gotten them, fome they deftroy- 
ed, and the others which they thought to preferve h they polluted, by 
painting on them the pitfures of their gods, that fo they might no more 
be of ufe to any true IJraelite : For their pictures were ; forbidden by the 
law of God as much as their images, and to have either of them was 
equally efteemed an abomination among that people. But this order of 
perfeeution extending only to the five books of Mofes, and not to the 
writings of the prophets, thofe who perfifted {till in the Jewijb worfliip, 
inftead°of the leflbhs which had hitherto from the time of Ezra been read 
out of the law on every fabbath, did read like portions out of the pro- 
phets ; and upon this occaliOn the publick reading of the prophets was 
firft introduced into their fynagogttes, and it being thus introduced it con- 
tinued there ever after. And therefore When the perfecution was over,- 
and the reading of the law was again reftored in their fynagogues, the 
prophets were alfo there read With it ; and inftead of the one leflbn which 
was there read before, they thenceforth had two, the firft out of the law* 
and the fecond out of the prophets, as hath been already obferved k in the 
firft part of this hiftory. All thofe copies of the law which the heathens 
had gotten into their hands on this occafion, and had not deftroyed, Mat- 
tathias wherever he came made diligent fearch for, and thereby recover- 
ed fevei'al of them. Thofe W hich the heathen had not polluted were re- 
ftored to their priftine ufe 5 the others might ferve for the writing out of 
other copies by them, but were judged unfit for all other ufes, by reafon 
of the idol pictures painted on them, the Jews being as fcrUpulous of avoid- 
ing all appearances of idolatry after the Babylohijh captivity, as they were 
prone to run into it before. 

But Mat fatbitss being very aged was foon worn out with the fatigues An. 1661 
of this warfare, and therefore died the next year after he had firft entered ]^ das 
on it. The author of the firft book of the Maccabees placeth his death EsT 
1 in the 146 th year of the kingdom of the Greeks, that is of the aera of the 
Seleucidx, the latter end of which was the beginning of the 166 th Julian 
year before Chris! : For the Julian year beginning from the firft of Janu- 
ary, and the years of the sera of the Seleucida according to the firft book 
of the Maccabees from the firft of Nifan , Which fell in our March, the 
months intervening were in the latter end of the one, and in the beginning 
of the other. Before his death m he called his five fons together, arid hav- 
ing exhorted them to ftand up valiantly for the law of God , and with a 
iteady conftancy and courage to fight the battels of IJrael againft their prefent 
perfecutors, he appointed Judas to be their captain in his ftead, and Simon 
to be their counsellor, and then giving up the ghoft, Was buried at Modiri 
in the fepulchef s of his fore-fathers , and great lamentation was made for 
him by all the faithful in IJrael. 
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But this lofs was fufficiently compenfated by the fucceffion of Judas 
Maccabaus his fon in the fame ftation. For as foon as his father's fune- 
ral was over n he flood up in his ftead, and accordingly as appointed by 
him took on him the chief command of thofe forces, which he had with 
him at his death, and his brothers, and all others, that were zealous for 
the law reforted to him, till they had made up the number of an army ; 
whereon he eredted his ftandard, and led them forth under it to fight the 
battles of Ifrael, againfl their common enemies the heathens that oppreffed 
them. His motto in that ftandard being this Hebrew fentence taken out 
of the xvth chapter of Exodus, Sr. n. MiCamo-ka Baelim Jehovah, i. e. 
who is like unto thee among the gods O Jehovah ; and it not being wrote 
thereon in words at length, but by an abbreviation formed by ° the initial 
letters of thefe words put together, which made the artificial word Mac- 
cabi, p hence all that fought under that ftandard were called Maccabees or 
Maccabaans, and he in an efpecial manner i had that name ahove the reft 
by way of eminence, who was the captain of them ; and thus to abbreviate 
fentences, and names of many words by putting together the initial letters 
of thofe words, and making out of them an artificial word to exprefs the 
whole, hath been a common practice among the Jews. Thus among them 
1 Rambam is the name of Rabbi Mofes Ben Maimon, and % Ralbag is the 
name of Rabbi Levi Ben Gerfon, becaufe the initial letters of the four 
words, of which thefe names do confift when put together, make thefe 
artificial words ; and it is common to call thefe perfons by them. And 
abbreviations made this way, both of whole fentences as well as of names, 
do fo frequently occur in all their books, that there is no underftanding 
of them without a key to explain thefe abbreviations by. And therefore 
Buxtorf for the help of ftudents in the hebrew learning, hath written a 
book of purpofe to explain thefe abbreviations, which is entituled de ab- 
breviaturis hebraicis, wherein hundreds of inftances may be feen of this 
kind. Rujinus having given names to the feven brothers that fuffered mar- 
tyrdom together under Antiochus, as hath been above-mentioned, calls 
the eldeft of them Maccabaus, and therefore from him fome would de- 
rive this name of the Maccabees to all that are called by it. But with 
how little authority Rufinus gives to thole brothers the names which he 
mentions, hath been already obferved. It's raoft probable this name had 
no other original than that which I have mentioned. But in its ufe it did 
not reft only on thofe to whom it was firft given ; for not only Judas and 
his brethren were called Maccabees, but the name was extended in after- 
times, to all thofe who joined with them in the fame caufe ; and not on- 
ly to them, but alfo to all others, 'who fuffered in the like caufe under 
any of the Grecian Kings, whether of Syria or Egypt, altho' fome of them 
liv'd long before them. For thofe who fuffered under Ttolemy Thilopator 
at Alexandria 50 years before, were afterwards called Maccabees, and fo 
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were Eleazar, and the mother and her fevenfons, tho' they fuffered before 
Judas erected his Itandard with the motto above-mentioned. And there- 
fore as thofe books, which give us the hiftory of Judas and his brothers, 
and their wars againil the Syrian Kings in defence of their religion and 
their liberties, are called the firft and fecond book of the Maccabees ; fo 
that book, which gives us the hiftory of thofe who in the like caufe un- 
der "Ptolemy Thilopator were expofed to his elephants at Alexandria, is 
called the third book of the Maccabees , and that which is written by 
Jofephus of the martyrdom of Eleazar, and the feven brothers and their 
mother, is called the fourth book of the Maccabees:.. Of the two latter I 
have already given an account; the two others are thofe, which we have 
in our bibles among the Apocrypha. 

The firft of them, which is a very accurate and excellent hiftory, and 
comes the neareft to the ftyle and manner of the facred hiftorical writings 
of any extant, was written originally in Chaldee language of Jerufalem 
dialect, which was the language fpoken in Judaa from the return of the 
Jews thither from the Babylonifh captivity; and it was extant in this 
language in the time of Jerom, for " he tells us that he had feen it. The 
title which it then bore was * S bar bit Sar Bene El, i. e. the fcepter of the 
"Prince of the fins of God, a title which well fuited Judas, who was lb 
valiant a commander of God's people then under perfecution. The au- 
thor of it fome conjecture was John Hyrcanus the fon of Simon, who was 
Prince and High-prieft of the Jews near thirty years, and begun his go- 
vernment at the time where this hiftory ends. It is 'molt likely it was com- 
pofed in his time, when thofe wars of the Maccabees were over, either by 
him or elfe by fome others employed by him ; for it reacheth no farther 
than where his government begins, and therefore in the time immediately 
following it feems raoft likely to have been compofed ; and publick re- 
cords being made ufe of, and referred to in this hiftory, this makes it 
very probable, that it was compofed under the direction of fome publick 
authority. From the Chaldee it was tranflated into Greek, and after that 
a tranflation was made of it from the Greek into Latin, and we have our 
Englijh verlion from the fame Greek fountain. Theodotion is conjectured 
to have firft tranflated it into Greek, but it feems molt probable, that this 
•verlion was ancienter, becaufe of the ufe made of it by authors as ancient, 
as x by Tertullian, iQrigen and others. 

The fecond book of the Maccabees conlifts of feVeral pieces compiled 
together, by what author is utterly uncertain. It begins with two epiftles 
fent from the Jews of Jerufalem to the Jews of Alexandria and Egypt, 
to exhort them to the obferving of the feaft of the dedication of the new 
altar erected by Judas on his purifying of the temple, which was celebra- 
ted on the x5- th day of their month Cifleu. The firft of them was written 
"in the 169* year of the /Era of the Seleucida, (i. e. in the year before 
Chnft r 44 ) and beginning at the firft verfe of the firft chapter endeth at 
the ninth verfe of the fame chapter inclufively: And the fecond was 
written -in the .88* year of the fame JEn, fi. e. in the year before 
Chnft xx S ) and beginning at the tenth verfe of the fame chapter endeth 
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with the i8 rh verfe of the fecond chapter. Both thefe epiftles feem to 
be fpurious, where-ever the compiler of this book pick'd ttiem up. The 
firft of them calls the feaft of the dedication S^ott^i* IWeA^ • that is 
the feaft of making tabernacles or booths in Cijleu, which is very improper. 
For altho' they might during that folemnity cany fome winter greens in 
their hands to exprefs their rejoicing, yet they could not then make fuch 
booths as in the feaft of tabernacles, becaufe the month Cijleu falling in 
the middle of winter, they could not then lye abroad in fuch booths, nor 
find green bows enough to make them. And as to the fecond epiftie, it 
is not only written in the name of Judas Maccabeus, who was llain thirty 
fix years before, but alfo contains fuch fabulous and abfurd Huff, as could 
never have been written by the great council of the Jews affembled at 
Jerufalem for the whole nation, as this pretends to be. What followeth 
after this laft epiftle to the end of the chapter is the preface of the author 
to his abridgment of his hiftory of Jajbn, which beginning from the firft 
verfe of the third chapter is carried on to the end of the 37 th verfe of 
the laft chapter ; and the two next verfes that follow to the end , are the 
author's conclufion of the whole work. This Jajbn, the abridgment of 
whofe hiftory makes the main of this book, was an hellenift Jew of Cy- 
rene, of the race of thofe Jews b whom 'Ptolemy Soter fent thither, as 
hath been b afore related. He c wrote in Greek the hiftory of Judas Mac- 
cab aus and his brethren, and of the purification of the temple at Jerufa- 
lem, and the dedication of the altar, and the wars againft Antiochus Epi- 
phap.es and Eupator his fom in five books. Thefe five books the author 
* abridged, and of this abridgment and the other particulars above-men- 
tioned compiled the whole book in the fame Greek language ; and this 
proves that author to have been an hellenift alfo, and molt likely he was 
of Alexandria, which one expreflion in the book, and there more than 
once occurring, feems very ftrongly to prove. For there in fpeaking of 
the temple of Jerufalem he calls it e the great temple, which cannot there 
be underftoodto be faid otherwife, than by way f of contradiftinction from 
another temple which was leffer ; and that could be none other but the 
temple built in Egypt by Omas, which will be hereafter fpoken of. This 
the Jews of Egypt did acknowledge as a daughter temple to that of Je- 
rufalem, ftill retaining the prime honour to that as the mother temple, 
and therefore very properly the temple at Jerufalem might be called the 
great temple by them, in that they had a leffer, but not by any other 
Jews ; for none others of them acknowledged this temple in Egypt at all, 
or any other but that at Jerufalem only, but looked on all thofe as fchif- 
maticks that facrificed any where elfe- And therefore none but an Egypti- 
an Jew, who acknowledged the leffer temple in Egypt, as well as the 
greater temple at Jerufalem, could thus exprefs himfelf as is above-men- 
tioned, and confequently none but an Egyptian Jew could be the author 
of this book : And of all the Egyptian Jews the Alexandrian being the 
moft polite and learned , this makes it moft likely that there this book 
was compofed. But this fecond book of the Maccabees doth by no means 
equal the accuratenefs and excellency of the firft. There are in the To- 
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lyglot bibles both of Taris and London, Syriac verfions of both thcfe 
books, but they are both of them of a later date and made from the Greek, 
tho' they are obferved in fome places to differ from it. And from the 
fame Greek are alfo made the Englijh verfions of both thcfe books, which 
we have among the apocryphal writers in our bibles. 

A N'T 10 CHV S s hearing that Taulm ALmilins the Roman general, 
after having conquered Trrfens King of Macedou , and fubdued that 
whole realm, had celebrated games at Amphipolis on the river Strymon 
in that countrey ; in imitation hereof propofed to do the fame at T>aphne 
near Antioch. And therefore having fet a day for it fent out emiifarics 
into all parts to invite the fpectators to the place, whereby he drew great 
numbers thither to fee the flievvs which he there celebrated with great 
pomp and prodigious expence for feveral days together ,- through all 
which, to verify the character prophetically given of him h by the holy 
prophet 'Dame/, he afted the part of a moft vile and defpicable perfon, 
agreeable to what hath been afore-mentioned of him, expofing himfelf be- 
fore that numerous affembly by the meaner! and moll undeeent actions 
of behaviour, to the contempt, fcorn, and ridicule of all that were pre- 
fent ; and to that degree, that feveral not being able to bear the fight of 
fo abfurd and profligate a conduct, fled from his fealts to avoid it. Toly- 
bitts wrote a full defcription of all this, and 8 Atbcnaris hath copyed it 
from him at large, and the fame may be feen 8 in epitome out of 'Diodo- 
rus Siculus among the Excerpta publifhed by Valejlus. 

But while Antiochus was thus playing the fool at Daphne, Judas was 
acting another kind of part in Jttdaa. For having gotten together fuch 
an army as is mentioned, i he went round the cities of Jiidaa in the 
fame manner as his father had begun to do, deftroying every where all 
utenfils and implements of idolatry, and cutting off in all places the hea- 
then idolaters, and all others who had apoitatized to them ; and hereby 
having delivered the true lovers of the law, where-ever he came, from 
all thofe that oppreffed them, for the better fecuring of them from all 
fuch for the future, he fortified their towns, rebuilt their fortreifes, and 
placed ftrong garrifons in them for their protection and defence, and here- 
by made himfelf ftrong and powerful in the land. Whereon Apollo- 
ti 'iHs, k who was governor for Antiochus in Samaria , thinking to put a 
flop to his future progrefs, got an army together and marched againfl: 
him : But Judas 1 having vanquifhed and flain him in battel, made a great 
flaughter of his forces, and took their fpoils ; among which finding the 
fword of Apollonius he took it to his own ufe, and fought with it all his 
life after. 

SE RON, m who was a deputy governor of fome part of Coele-Syria 
under "Ptolemy Macron (for this 'Ptolemy was then "chief governor of that 
province) hearing of the defeat of Apollonius, got all the forces together 
that were under his command, and ° marched with them into Judtea with 
hopes of revenging this blow, and gaining thereby great honour to him- 
felf on Judas, and thofe that followed him. But inftead hereof he met 
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with the fame fate that Apollonius did, being vanquiflied by Judas, and 
flain in battel in the fame manner as the other had been. 

When lAntiochus heard of thefe two defeats he was moved with great 
fury and indignation, and therefore in his rage forthwith fent and gather- 
ed together all his forces, even a very great army, refolving in his wrath to 
march immediately with them into Judaa, and there utterly deitroy the 
whole nation of the Jews, and give their land to others to be divided among 
them. But when he came to pay his army he found his treafury fo exhauil- 
ed, that there was not money therein fufficient for it: Which forced him 
to fufpend his revenge upon the Jews for the prefent, and put a op to all 
thofe violent defigns which he had formed in his mind for the fpeedy exe- 
cuting of it. He had expended vail fums in his lalt mews, and befides he 
was on all occafions r very magnificent and profufe in his gifts and dona- 
tives, frequently dealing out to his followers and others vaft fums with both 
hands, fometimes to good purpofes, but oftner to none at all; which 
made good what the prophet ^Daniel foretold of him. That 5 he jhonld 
fcatter among his followers c the prey, and the fpoil, aiid riches ; and from 
hence he had the character of" the magnanimous, and the munificent. For 
in the liberal giving of gifts, we arc told w in the Maccabees that he abound- 
ed above all the Kings that were before him. And befides at the fame time 
he was farther perplexed, according to the predictions of the fame holy 
prophet, "by tidings that came to him out of the eaji, and out of the north 
that troubled him. For in the north Artaxias King of Armenia his tribu- 
tary had revolted from him ; and in Terfia, which was in the caft, his taxes 
were no more duly paid : For there, as well as > in other parts of his em- 
pire, a failure herein was caufed by reaibn of the dilfention and plague which 
he had brought upon them, by taking away the laws which had been of old 
time among them, out of fond defire of bringing all to an uniformity with 
the Greeks. For had it not been for thefe difturbances, fuch payments 
from fo large and rich an empire would regularly have come in to his trea- 
fury, as would conftantly have made amends for all his goings out of it. But 
When the goings out of it continued , and the flowings in failed , had his 
treafure been as the ocean, it mull have grown empty at laft, and this now 
was his cafe. 

And therefore for the remedying of this, as well as other inconvenien- 
ces which then perplexed his affairs, *he refolved to divide his army into 
two parts, and to leave one of them with Ly/ias, a nobleman of the royal 
family, to fubdue the Jews, and with the other to march himfelf firll in^o 
Armenia, and afterwards into Terjia for the reftoring of his affah ^ in thofc 
countries. And accordingly having left the fame Lyjias governor of all 
that part of his empire which lay on this fide of the Euphrates, and com- 
mitted to his care the breeding up of his fon, who was then a minor but 



q 1 Maccab. in. 27, 28, &c. Jofephus antiq. lib. n. cap. 11. r Jofephus antiq. lib 12. 

cap. ii. Athenscus, lib. j. p. 194. & lib. 10. p. 438. » Daniel xi. 24. ' How be came 

by thefe riches, fpoil and prey, Athenxus tells in thefe following words: All thefe expences were made 
partly out of the prey, which contrary to his faith given he took in Egypt from King PbilouW 
then a minor, and partly out of the gifts of his friends : But the greateft part was from the fpoiis 
of the many temples which he facrilegioufly robb'd. Deipnofoph. lib. p. 195-. 

n Mt/kAi^tij;©- >£ 0i*oJ«e©-. Jofephus antiq. lib. 12. cap. 1 1. w I Maccab. iii. 30. 

x Daniel xi. 44. vide Hieronymum in comment, ad ilium locum. y 1 Maccab. iii. 29. 

* 1 Maccab. iii. 31, 32, &c. Jofephus ibidem. 



Book III. ^/^ Old ^ Ne w Te s ta m e n t. 149 



3 of feven years old, he parted over mount Taurus into Armenia, and hav- 
ing b vanquifhed Artaxias, and taken him prifoner, marched thence into 
Terjia, hoping that by taking the tribute of that rich countrey, and the 
other provinces of the eaft, for which they were in arrcar to him, he fhould 
gather money fufficient wherewith to repair all the deficiencies of his trea- 
fury* and thereby reitore all his other affairs to their former order and pror 
fperity. 

While he was on thefe projects abroad, Ly//aswas intent on the execut- 
ing of his orders at home, efpecially in reference to the Jews concerning 
whom the King's command left with him was c utterly to extirpate that peo- 
ple out of their countrey, and to place ftrangers in all its quarters, and di- 
vide the land by lot among them. And the progrefs which Judas made 
with his forces, in bringing all places under him wherever he came, haften'd 
Lyjtas to a fpcedy execution of what the King had commanded in reference 
to them, For 'Philip, A whom Antiochus had left at Jerufalem in the go- 
vernment of Jud<ea, feeing how Judas grew and increaicd, e wrote hereof 
to Ptolemy Macron, then governor of the provinces of Cccle-Syria and Pbce- 
nicta* to which the government of Judaa was an appendant, prefling him 
to a fpeedy care of the King's intereft in this matter, and Ptolemy commu- 
nicated it to Lyjias; whereon it being refolved forthwith to fend an army 
into Judaea, 1 Ptolemy Macron was appointed to have the chief conduct of 
the war ; who chuiing Nicanor, one of his efpecial friends, for his lieute- 
nant, sfent him before with twenty thoufand men, s joining with him Gor- 
gias an old foldier greatly experienced in matters of war for his affiftant. 
Thefe having enter'd the countrey, were fpcedily followed thither by Pto- 
lemy with the reft of the forces defigned for this expedition ; which, when all 
joined together, h encamped at Emmaus near Jerufalem, and there made up 
an army of 1 ' forty thoufand foot, and feven thoufand horfe; and thither 
reforted to them another army of merchants for the buying of the captives 
which they reckoned would be taken in this war : For k Nicanor propofmg 
to raife great fums of money this way, even as much as would be fufficient 
to pay the debt of two thoufand talents, which the King then owed the 
Romans for arrear of tribute due to them by the treaty of peace made with 
them by his father after the battel of mount Sipylus, he caufed the fale to be 
proclaimed in all the neighbouring countries, promifing to fell no fewer than 
ninety Jews for every talent. For it was refolved to flay all the full grown 
men, and fell all the reft for flaves ; and an hundred and eighty thoufand 
of the latter at the price promifed would raife the fum propofed. Hereon 
1 the merchants promifing themfelves great gains from fo cheap a market, 
flocked thither with their filver and gold in great numbers, they being no 
fewer than a thoufand principal merchants that came to the Syrian camp on 
this occafion, befides a much greater number of fcrvants and afhftants, 
whom they brought thither with them, to help them in carrving off the 
flaves they fliould purchafe. 
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yVDAS and his brethren m feeing the great danger which they were 
threaten'd with from this numerous army, (for they knew that they came 
with orders to deftroy and utterly abolifh the whole Je-jiijh nation) refolv- 
fed to Hand to their defence, and fight for their lives, their law, and their 
liberties, and either conquer or die in the attempt. And n fix thoufand 
men being gathered together after them for this intent, ° Judas divided 
them into four bands, each confining of fifteen hundred men ; one of thefe 
Judas himfelf took the command of, and committed that of the other 
three to three of his brothers, and then led them all to p Mizpa, there to 
offer up their prayers to God for his merciful affiftance to them in the time 
of this great danger. For Jerufalem being at that time in the hands of the 
heathens, and the fan&uary trodden under foot, they could not ailemble 
there for this purpofe ; and therefore Mizpa being the place i where men 
prayed aforetime in IJrael, there they met together, and addreffed them- 
felves to God in folemn fafting and prayer for the imploring of his mercy 
upon them in this their great diftrers, and then marched forth to fight the 
enemy. But when proclamation was made according r to the law, that 5 all 
fuch as had that year built houfes, betrothed wives, or planted vineyards, 
or were fearful, fhould depart, the fix thoufand men which Judas had at 
firtt, 1 were reduced to three thoufand. However that valiant captain of 
God's people refolving even with thefe to fight this numerous army, and 
commit the event to God, " led forth this fmall company into the field, and 
pitched his camp very near that of the enemy, and there having encou- 
raged them with what was proper to be fpoken to them on fuch an occa- 
fion, did let them know that he purpofed the next morning to join battel 
with the Syrians.) and ordered them to provide for it accordingly. But 
having gotten w intelligence that evening, that Gorgias was marched out of 
the Syrian camp with five thoufand chofen foot, and a thoufand of their 
beft horfe, and was leading them through by-ways under the guidance of 
fome apoftate Jews, upon a defign of falling on him in the night for the 
cutting of him off and all there with him by a fudden furprize, he counter- 
mined his plot by another of the fame kind, and executed it with much 
better fuccefs : For immediately quitting his camp, and leaving it quite 
empty, he marched towards that of the enemy, and fell upon them while 
Gorgias was abfent on his night project with their belt men; by which 
they being furprized and put into great confufion, foon fled and left Judas 
matter of their camp , and x three thoufand of their men dead upon the 
fpot. But Gorgias and his detachment being ftill entire, Judas f with-held 
his men from the fpoil and the purfuit till thefe were alfo vanquifhed, and 
this was done without any farther fighting. For Gorgias, after having 
in vain fought for Judas in his camp, and alfo in the mountains, where he 
thought him fled, returning back, and finding on his return the camp on 
fire, and the main army broken and fled, he could no longer keep his men 
together, but they all flung down their arms and fled alfo; whereon Judas 
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with all his men put himfelf on the purfuit, and therein flew great num- 
bers more of the Syrian hoft, fo that the {lain in the whole amounted to 
* nine thoufand men; and raoft of the reft were fore wounded and maim- 
ed that efcaped from the battel. After this Judas a led back his men to take 
the fpoils of the camp, where they found great riches, and got all that mo- 
ney for a prey which the merchants brought thither to buy them with, and 
feveral of them they fold for flaves, who came thither as to a market to 
have bought them for fuch. And b the next day after being their fabbath, 
they folemnized it with great devotion, rejoicing and giving praile to 
God for this great and merciful deliverance which he had now given un- 
to them. 

JDDAS and his followers being flufh'd with this victory, and being 
alfo by the reputation of it much increafed in their ftrength , through the 
numbers of thofe that reforted to them hereon, refolved to purfue the ad- 
vantage they had gotten for the fuppre/ling of all other their enemies and 
therefore c understanding that Timotheus governor of the countrey beyond 
Jordan, and Bacchides another of Antiocbufs lieutenants in thofe parts, 
were drawing forces together to annoy them, they marched forthwith 
againft them, and having overthrown them in a great battel, flew above 
twenty thoufand of their men ; and having taken their fpoils, they there- 
by not only enriched themfelves, but alfo got provilions of arms and many 
other neceflaries for the future carrying on of the war. And in this victo- 
ry they had the fatisfaciion of executing their juft revenge on two very Sig- 
nal enemies of theirs, d the one called Tbilarches, who with Timothem had 
done them much mifchief, and c the other Callifthenes, who was the perfon 
that put fire to the gates of the temple, whereby they were burnt down. 
The firft they flew in battel, and the other being driven in the purfuit into 
a little houfe, they fet it on fire over his head, and there made him die in 
it fuch a death as well fuited the crime whereby he deferved it. And as 
to Nicanor, tho' he efcaped with life, yet it was in a very ignominious 
manner : For finding the army broken, and the expedition thereby defeat- 
ed, he changed his r glorious apparel for that of a fervant, and in this dif- 
guife made his efcape through the midland of Antioch., where he was in 
great difhonour and difgrace by reafon of his mifcarriage in this enterprize, 
and lofing thereby fo great an army. For the excufing of himfelf in this 
cafe he was forced to acknowledge the great power of the God of IJrael t 
alledging, that he fought for his people becaufe they kept his law ; and that 
as long as they did fo, they would always have him for their proteftor, and 
no hurt could be done unto them. It's moft likely Ttolemy Macron was 
not prefent in any of thefe battels, there being no mention made of him in 
any of them. Perchance the affairs of Syria, of which he was governor, 
then kept him otherwife employed : And therefore though he came at firft 
to the camp at Emmaus, yet he was not prefent when the battel was there 
fought with Judas, but left it wholly to be conducted by Nicanor his deputy. 
And therefore the whole of it is in the hiftory attributed to Nicauor without 
naming Ttolemy at all, unlefs only in the firft appointment of that expe- 
dition. 
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An. i6j-. LTSIAS pn the hearing of the ill fuccefs of the King's army in Jndau, 
M^cca- and tne S reat loffes fuftained thereby, &was much confounded" at it. But 
boeus 2 . knowing how earneft the King's commands were for the executing of his 
wrath upon that people, he made great preparations for another expedition 
againft them ; and having gotten together an army of fixty thoufand foot, and 
five thoufand horfe, all choice men, he put himlelf at the head of them, and 
marched with them in perfon into Judaa, purpofmg no lefs than the utter de- 
ftruction of that countrey, and all the inhabitants of it. With this defign 
being entered into it, he pitched his camp at Bethfma, a town \y ing to 
the fouth of Jernfalem near the confines oildumaa. There Judas met him 
with ten thoufand men, and having through his great confidence in God's 
afliftance with this much inferior force engaged the numerous army of Ly- 
jias, and having flain five thoufand of them, he put all the reft to flight; 
whereby Lyjias being much difmayed, and alfo equally aftonifhed at the va- 
lour of Judas's foldiers, who fought as men ready prepared either to live or 
die valiantly, returned with his baffled army to Antioch, purpofmg to come 
again with greater force againft them another year. 

Upon this retreat of Lyjias h Judas being left matter of the countrey, 
propofed to his followers their going up to Jeruja/em for the recovery of 
the fancfuary out of the hands of the heathen, and to cleanfe and dedicate 
it anew for the fervice of the Lord their God , that his worfhip might be 
there again reftored, and daily carried on as in former times ; to which ail 
confenting, he led them up thither, where they found all things in a very 
lamentable ftate ; for the city was in aubbifh , the fan&uary defolated, the 
altar prophaned, the gates of the temple burnt up, Ihrubs were in its courts 
as in a foreft, and the Priefts chambers pulled down. At the fight hereof 
the whole affembly fell into great lamentation, and preffed earneftly to have 
all thefe defolations and profanations removed out of the houfe of God, 
that fo his worfhip might be again performed in it as in former times. And 
accordingly in order hereto Judas having chofen Priefts of unblameable 
converfation, appointed them to the work, who having cleanfed the fan- 
ftuary, pulled down the altars which the heathen had there erect ed, born out 
all the defiled ftones of them into an unclean place, taken down the old al- 
tar which the heathens had prophaned, built a new one in its ftead of un- 
hewen ftones, '' according to the law, and hallowed the courts, made there- 
by the whole temple in all things again fit for its former fervice. But where- 
as Antiochus k had in his facrilegious pillage of it taken away the golden al- 
tar of incenfe, the fhew-bread table, which was all over-laid with gold, and 
the golden candleftick (which all three flood in the holy place) and had 
alfo robb'd it of all its other vefiels and utenfils, and the fervice of the tem- 
ple could not be perfectly performed without them, Judas took care that 
all thefe defects fhould be fupplied : 1 For out of the fpoils which he had 
taken from the enemy he caufed to be made a new altar of incenfe, and a 
new candleftick all of gold, and a new fhew-bread table all over-laid with 
gold, all three formed in the fame manner as they were before. And by 
his care all other veflels and utenfils both of gold and filver, that were 
neceffary for the divine fervice, were again provided, and a new veil was 
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alfo made to fcparate bevveen the holy place and the holy of holies, and 
there hung in its proper place. And when all thefe things were made 
ready, and all placed according to their former order each in the particu- 
lar place, and each for the particular ufe which they were ordained for* 
a new dedication of the altar was refolved on. The day m appointed for 
it was the twenty fifth day of their ninth month called Ct/Zru, which fell 
about the time of the winter folftice. This was the very fame day of the 
year, n on which three years before, it had been profaned in the manner 
as above related, " juft three years and an half after the city and temple 
had been defolated by Apollonius, and p two years after Judas had taken 
on him the chief command of the Jews on his father's death. They 
i begun the day early by offering facrificcs according to the law upon the 
new altar which they had made, having firft 1 ftrucken fire for it by dafli- 
ing two flints againft each other, and from the fame fire having lighted 
the feven lamps on the golden candleflick, that flood in the holy place 
befide the altar of incenfe, they went on in all the other fervice, reftoring 
it according to their former rule in all the particulars of the divine wor- 
Ihip which were there ufed to be performed ; and fo it continued to be 
there ever after celebrated without any other interruption, till the Romans 
finally deftroyed the temple, and thereby put an end to all the ritual wor- 
ship of that place. 

The folemnity of this dedication 5 was continued for eight days toge- 
ther, which they celebrated with great joy and thankfgiving for the deli- 
verance which God had given unto them : And for the more folemn ac- 
knowledgment hereof they decreed the like feflival to be ever after annu- 
ally kept in commemoration of it : This was called the feaft of dedication. 
It begun every year on the faid twenty fifth day of Cijleu, and was conti- 
nued to the eighth day after, in the fame manner as were the paffover 
and the feaft of tabernacles, c during all which time they all illuminated 
their hou<es by fetting up of candles at every man's door, from whence it 
" was called the feaft of lights. 

This feftival "Chrift honoured with hisprefence at Jerujalem, coming 
thither of purpofe to bear a part in the folemnizing of it, which implies his 
approbation of it. And therefore from hence >' Grotius very juftly infers, 
that feflival days in memorial of publick bleflings may pioufly be inflituted 
by perfons in authority without a divine command, or (it may be added) 
the example of a perfon divinely directed obferving the fame. For the 
inflitution of this feftival was without either, there being neither any di- 
vine precept, nor the example of any prophet for the obfervance of it. 
Neither can it be faid that it was at the fealt of any other dedication, that 
Cbrift was prefent at, fave this only, which was inflituted by Judas Mac- 
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cabans. As to the two former dedications of the temple which were 
had before, firftthat of Solomon, and afterwards that of Zernbbabel, though 
they were Very folemnly celebrated at that time on which they were 
performed, yet there was no anniverfary feaft in commemoration of either 
of them celebrated afterwards, as there was of this of Judas Maccabaus. 
And if there had, yet the text in the Gofpel clearly pins down the dedi- 
cation mentioned in it to the dedication of Judas only; for it tells us 
that the time of its celebration was in the winter, which could be faid on- 
ly of this, and not of either of the other two. For that of Solomon was 
y in the feventh months then called Ethanim, afterward Tizri, which fell 
about the time of the autumnal equinox ; and that of Zernbbabel was z in 
their twelfth month- called Adar, which fell in the beginning of the fpring: 
But that of Jndas Maccabatis being on the twenty fifth day of the month 
Cifleuj which fell in the middle of winter ; this plainly demonftrates, that 
the feaft of dedication, which Chrifi Was prefent at in Jerufalem, could be 
no other feaft, than that which was celebrated in commemoration of the 
dedication performed by Jndas Maccabaus, and inftituted by him for this 
purpofe. 

W he n the old altar, which the heathen had polluted, was pulled down, 
a' difpute arofe how the ftones of it were to be difpofed of. The heathens 
having facrificed on this altar to their idol gods, and fome of thofe facrifices 
having been of unclean beafts, the worfhippers of the true God then look- 
ed on it, and all the ftones of which it was built, as doubly polluted here- 
by, and therefore no more to be made ufe of in his fervice ; and on the 
other fide they having been for many ages fan&ify'd by the facrifices, 
which had been offered thereon to the true God, they were afraid after 
this of applying them to any prophane or common ufe : And therefore 
being in this doubt a they refolved to lay up thefe ftones in fome conve- 
nient place within b the mountain of the houfe, till there mould a prophet 
atife , who fliould fhew them what was to be done with them, fo fcru- 
pulous were they in this cafe. The place in which according to the 
Mijkna thofe ftones were laid up, was c one of the four clolets of the 
Beth-Moked, or the common fire room of the priefts attending the fer- 
vice, that is that clofet which lay on the north-weft corner of that room. 
But that clofet according to the description of it in the fame M'ijbna could 
not be large enough to hold the tenth part of thofe ftones : I Cannot take 
upon me to folve this difficulty. 

But though the Jews had recovered their temple* and reftored it 
again to its former facred : ufe, yet ftiH there remained one great thorn in 
their fides. For the fortrefs was ftrll in the hands of the enemy, and 
ftrorigly garr-ifon'd by them* partly with heathen foldiers, and partly d with 
apoftate Jews, which c were the worfe of the two; from f whence they 
much annoyed thofe that went up to the temple to worfhip, often fallying 
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from thence upon them, and flaying feveral of them. This s fortrefs was 
built by Apollonius , when he facked and deitroyed Jerufalem, as hath 
been above related, and flood upon an eminence over againfl the moun- 
tain of the temple, for which reafon the place was called mount ylcra from 
the Greek word A*^, which flgnifieth an eminence or fortrefs on the top 
of an hill, which eminence over-topping the mountain of the temple, as 
being then the higher of the two, had thereby the command of it, which 
gave the foldiers there in garrifon the advantage, which I have mention- 
ed, of annoying all thofe who went up thither to worlhip. For the pre- 
venting of this Judas at firft h appointed part of his army to fhut them up 
within their fortrefs, and to fight againfl all fuch as mould fally out of it 
upon any of the people. But finding he could not fpare fo many of his 
men, as were neceffary for this blockade, he caufed the mountain of the 
houfe to ! be fortified with flrong walls and high towers built round about 
it, and placed there a flrong garrifon to defend it, and fecure thofe that 
went up thither to worfliip from all future infults that might be made 
upon them either from the fortrefs, or any other place. 

And whereas the Idumaans were at that time great enemies to the Jews 
to fecure Jerufalem from all infults from that quarter k he fortified Beth 
flira to be a barrier againfl them. I have 1 formerly fhewn that the Ida 
tnaa or land of Edom, in which thofe people now dwelt, was not the 
Idumaa or land of Edom, which is mentioned in the fcripturcs of the 
Old Teftament. Wherever this name occurs in any of thofe ancient ho 
iy writings, it is to be underflood of that Idumaa, or land of Edom onlv 
which lay between the lake of Sodom and the Red-fea, and was afterwards' 
called Arabia Tetraa- vox are any other Edomites fpoken of in them 
than thofe which inhabited m that countrey, excepting only in one 
paflage "in the : prophet Malachu But thefe Edomites' be"ng drivel 
thence by the Nabathaans, while the Jews were in the Babylolifh cap- 
tivity, and their land lay defolate, they then took pofleffion of as much of 
the fouthern part of it as contained what had formerly been the whole ^in- 
heritance of the tribe of Simeon, and alfo half of that, which 1 had bin 
the inheritance of the tribe of Jndah, and there dwel eve after till at 
ength going over into the religion of the Jews, they became Zovvor* 
ed with them into the fame nation. And this only is the IdumZ^nd 
the mhabitants of it the only Edomites or Idnmaans, which are any where 
fpoken of after the Babylomfh captivity. After their com L ^to thk 
oTtdl f™} ^ had fol " merl y been the metropo hs of Se tribe 
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from the latter, faith the author of the fecond book 0 of Maccabees, but 
others put it at a much greater diftarice ; and thefe fcem to be neareft to 
the truth of the matter. 
judaV 54 ' ^ HEN tne neighbouring nations round about heard that the Jews had 
Macca- again recovered the city and temple of Jerufalem, new dedicated the fan- 
bsus 3- 6tuary, erected a new altar in it , and again rcftorcd the Jewijh worfliip 
in that place, p they were much moved With envy and hatred againft them 
hereon. And therefore taking counfel together againil them, refolved 
to act in concert for their utter extirpation, and began to execute this 
refolution by putting all of them to death who were found fojourning 
any where among them ; purposing to join With Antiochm for the effecting 
of all the reft in the utter dcftru&ion of the whole race of Ifrael. 

But Antioclitu dying in the interim, this broke all the meafures which 
they had concerted together for this mifchicf. For on his palling into 
Te?-/Ta to gather up the arrears of tribute which were there due to him, 
being told that 1 the city of Elymais in that countrey was greatly renowned 
for its riches both of gold and filver, ahd that there was in it a temple r of 
T>'tana, in which were vaft treasures , he marched thither with intent to 
take the city, and fpoil that , and the temple in it, in the fame manner as 
he had done at Jerufalem. But on fore-notice had of this defign, the peo- 
ple of the countrey round about, as well as the inhabitants of the city, join- 
ing together in defence of their temple, beat him off with lhame and con- 
fufion ; whereon s he retired to Ecbatana in Media, greatly grieved for this 
baffle and difappointmeftt. On his arrival thither, £ news came to him of 
what had happWd to Nicatior tind Timotheus in Jndaa ; at which being 
exceedingly enraged , he haftenM back with all the fpeed he was able to 
execute the utmoft of his wrath upon the people of the Jews, breathing no- 
thing elfe but threats of utter deftru&ion and utter extirpation againll them 
all the way as he went. As he was " thus haftening towards the countrey 
of Babylonia, thro' which he was to pafs in his return, he met on the road 
with other rrielFehgers, w which brought him an account how the Jews had 
defeated Lyfias, recovered the temple of Jerufalem, pulled down the ima- 
ges and altars which he had there erefted , and reftored that place to its 
former Worfliip ; at Which being enraged to the utmoft fury, he command- 
ed his charioteer to double his fpeed, that he might be the fooner on the 
place to execute his revenge upon this people ; threatening as he went, that 
he would make Jerufalem a place of fepulture for the Jews, wherein he 
would bury the whole nation, deftroying them all to a man. But x while 
thefe proud words were in his mouth, the judgments of God overtook 
him ; for he had no fooner fpoken them , but he was fmitten with an in- 
curable plague, a great pain feizing his bowels, and a grievous torment fol- 
lowing thereupon in his inward parts, which no remedy could abate. How- 
ever ^he would not flacken his fpeed, but {till continuing in the fame wrath, 
he drove on in the fame hafte to execute it ; till at length his chariot over- 
throwing, he was caft to the ground with fuch violence, that he was 
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forely bruifed and hurt in all the members of his body ; whereon he was put 
into a litter, but hot being able long to bear that, he was forced to put m 
at a town 2 called T aba a lying in the mountains of 'Taratacaw \ in the con- 
fines of Terjia and Babylonia, and there betake c himfelf to. his bed, where 
he fuffered horrid torments both in body and mind: For in his body d a 
filthy ulcer broke out in his fecret parts, wherein were bred an innume- 
rable quantity of vermin continually flowing from it ; and inch a flench pro- 
ceeded from the fame, as neither thofe that attended him, nor he himfelf 
could well bear ; and in this condition c he lay languifliing and rotting till 
he died. And all this while the torments of his mind f were as great as the 
torments of his body, caufed by the reflections which he made on his for- 
mer actions. 'Polybius s tells us of this as well as Jofiphxs, and the au- 
thors of the firfl and fecond book of Maccabees; and adds hereto, that it 
grew fo far upon him as to come to a conftant delirium, or flate of mad- 
nefs, by reafon of feveral fpedters and apparitions of evil fpirits which he ima- 
gined were continually about him, reproaching and Hinging his confeience 
with accufations of his pall evil deeds which he had been guilty of. 'Poly- 
bins faith this was for the facrilegious attempt which he made upon the 
temple of T>iana in Elymais, overlooking that which he had actually exe- 
cuted upon the temple at Jerufalem ; Jo/ephm u reproves him for this, and 
with much more reafon and juftice lays the whole caufe of his fullering in 
this ficknefs, as 1 did alfo Autiochus himfelf, to what he did at Jerftfaijm, 
and the temple of God in that place, and the horrid peneeutiori which he 
thereon raifed againfl all that worfhipped him there. For the facrilcgc at 
Elymais was only attempted , that at Jernfalem was fully committed with 
horrid impiety againfl God, and with as horrid cruplty againfl all thole that 
ferved him there ; and the former facrilege, if it had been committed, had 
been only againfl a falfe deity, but the latter was againfl the. true God, the 
great and Almighty Creator of heaven and earth. However it is a great 
confirmation of what is above related out of Jofephus and the two books 
of the Maccabees, of the fignal judgment of God which was executed upon 
this wicked tyrant, that Polybius an heathen author doth agree with them 
herein as to the matter of fadt, tho' he differs from them in afligning a wrong 
caufe for it. It feems Anttochm being at length awakened by his afflictions, 
became himfelf fully fenfible that all his fufferings in them were from the 
hand of God upon him for what he had done againfl the temple at Jeru- 
falem, and his fervants that worfhipped him there. For he k acknowledged 
all this before his death, with many vows of what he would do for the re- 
pairing of all the evil which he had there done in cafe he mould again re- 
cover. But his repentance came too late, God would not then hear him ; 
and therefore after having languifhed out a while in this miferable condi- 
tion, and under thefe horrid torments of body and mind, 'he at length 
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from the latter, faith the author of the fecond book ° of Maccabees^, but 
others put it at a much greater diftance ; and thefe fcerh to be neareft to 
the truth of the matter. 
Judas 6 " 4 ' When the neighbouring nations round about heard that the Jews had 
Macca- again recovered the city and temple of Jerufalem, new dedicated the fan- 
bams 3. ftuaiy, erected a new altar in it, and again reflorcd the Jewijh worfhip 
in that place, r they were much moved With envy and 1 hatred againft them 
hereon. And therefore taking counfel together againll them, refolved 
to aft in concert for their utter extirpation, and began to execute this 
refolution by putting all of them to death who were found fojouming 
any where among them ; purpofing to join with Antiochus for the effecting 
of all the red in the utter deftruction of the whole race of Ifrael. 

But Antiochm dying in the interim, this broke all the meafures which 
they had concerted together for this mifchief. For on his paffing into 
Tcrfia to gather up the arrears of tribute which were there due to him, 
being told that 1 the city of Elyfnaisxw that countrey was greatly renowned 
for its riches both of gold and filver, and that there was in it a temple r of 
"Diana, in which were vaft trcafures, he marched thither with intent to 
take the city, and fpoil that, and the temple in it, in the fame manner as. 
he had done at 'Jerufalem. But on fore-notice had of this defign, the peo- 
ple of the countrey round about, as well as the inhabitants of the city, join- 
ing together in defence of their temple, beat him off with fhame and con- 
fulion ; whereon s he retired to Ecbatana in Media greatly grieved for this 
baffle and difappointmertt. On his arrival thither, c news came to him of 
what had happen'd to Nicanor and Timothem in J 11 da a ; at which being 
exxeedingly enraged, he haften'd back with all the fpeed he was able to 
execute the utmoft of his wrath upon the people of the Jews, breathing no- 
thing clfc but threats of utter deftrudtion and utter extirpation againll therii 
all the way as he went. As he was 11 thus haftcning towards the countrey 
of Babylonia, thro' which he was to pafs in his return, he met on the road 
with other meffengers, ,v which brought him an account how the Jews had 
defeated Lyfias, recovered the temple of Jerufalem, pulled down the ima- 
ges and altars which he had there erected , and reftored that place to its 
former worlbip ; at which being enraged to the utmoft fury, he command- 
ed his charioteer to double his fpeed, that he might be the fooner on the 
place to execute his revenge upon this people ; threatening as he went, that 
he would make Jerufalem a place of fepulture for the Jews, wherein he 
Would bury the whole nation, deftroying them all to a man. But x while 
thefe proud words were in his mouth , the judgments of God overtook 
him ; for he had no fooner fpoken them , but he was fmitten with an in- 
curable plague, a great pain feizing his bowels, and a grievous torment fol- 
lowing thereupon in his inward parts, which no remedy could abate. How- 
ever y he would not flacken his fpeed, but ftill continuing in the fame wrath, 
he drove on in the fame hafte to execute it ; till at length his chariot over- 
throwing, he was caft to the ground with fuch violence, that he was 



o Chap. ii. f. v 1 Maccab. v. 1,2. si Maccab. vi. 1, 2, &c. rPolybius 

faith it was a temple of Diana, (in excerptis Valefii, p. 144.) and fo faith Jofephus antiq. lib. 12. 
cap. 1 3. But Appian (in Syriacis) faith that it was a temple of Venus. * 2 Maccab. ix. 3. 

« 2 Maccab. ibid. « 1 Maccab. vi. 4. « 1 Maccab. vi. 6. * 2 Maccab. ix. 5, 6. 

y 2 Maccab, ix. 7. 

forely 



Book III. the Oe p and New Testament. 



I 



forely bruifed and hurt in all the members of his body ; whereon he was put 
into a litter, but hot being able long to bear that, he was forced to put in 
at a town 2 called Tab* 3 lying in the mountains of Tarataccne \ in the con- 
fines of Terjia and Babylonia? and there betake c himfelf to his bed, where 
he fuffered horrid torments both in body and mind: For in his body d a 
filthy ulcer broke out in his fecret parts, wherein were bred an innume- 
rable quantity of vermin continually flowing from it ; and inch a ftench pro- 
ceeded from the fame, as neither thofe that attended him, nor he himfelf 
could well bear ; and in this condition e he lay languishing and rotting tili 
he died. And all this while the torments of his mind f were as great as the 
torments of his body, caufed by the reflections which he made on his for- 
mer actions. Tolybhts s tells us of this as well as Jofephus, and the au- 
thors of the firft and fecond book of Maccabees-? and adds hereto, that if. 
grew lb far upon him as to come to a conftant delirium, or irate of mad- 
fiefs, by reafon of feveral fpedters and apparitions of evil fpirits which he ima- 
gined were continually about him, reproaching and Hinging his conference 
with accufations of his pail evil deeds which he had been guilty of. "Foly- 
bins faith this was for the facrilegious attempt which he made upon the 
temple of "Diana in Elymais, Overlooking that which he had actually exe- 
cuted upon the temple at Jerufalcm ; Jofef>hw h reproves him for this, and 
with much more reafon and juftice lays the whole caufc of his fullering in 
this licknefs, as 'did alfo Antiochus himfelf, to what he did at Jentfaljw, 
and the temple of God in that place, and the horrid penecution which he 
thereon raifed againft all that worJhipped him there. For the facriiege at 
Elymais was only attempted , that ztjerufalem was fully committed With 
horrid impiety againft God, and with as horrid cruelty again 11 all thole that 
ferved him there; and the former facriiege, if it had been committed, had 
been only againft a falfe deity, but the latter was againft the true God, the 
great and Almighty Creator of heaven and earth. However it is a great 
confirmation of what is above related out of Jofephus and the two books 
of the Maccabees, of the lignal judgment of God which was executed upon 
this wicked tyrant, that Tolybhis an heathen author doth agree with them 
herein as to the matter of fadt, tho' he differs from them in aligning a wrong 
caufe for it. It feems Antiochm being at length awakened by his afflictions, 
became himfelf fully fenftble that all his fufferings in them were from the 
hand of God upon him for what he had done againft the temple at Jern- 
falcm, and his fervants that worfhipped him there. For he k acknowledged 
all this before his death, with many vows of what he would do for the re- 
pairing of all the evil which he had there done in cafe he Ihould again re- 
cover. But his repentance came too late, God would not then hear him ; 
and therefore after having languiflied out a while in this mifcrable condi- 
tion, and under thefe horrid torments of body and mind , 1 he at length 
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being half confumed with the rottennefs of his ulcer gave up the gholl 
and died, after he had reigned m full eleven years. And I cannot forbear 
here remarking, that moft of the great perfecutors have died the like death, 
by being fmitten of God in the like manner in the fecret parts. Thus died 
Herod the great perfecutor of ChriB , and the infants at Bethlehem ; and 
thus died Galerius Maximianus the author and the great proiccutor of 
the tenth and greateit perfecution againft the primitive Chriftians; and 
thus alfo died Thilip the fecond King of Spain, as infamous for the cruel- 
ty of his perfecutions, and the numbers deilroyed by it, as any of the other 
three. As to the manner of Herod's, death , I fha.ll have occafion to fpeak 
of it hereafter in its proper place ; and as to the death of the other two, 
that of Galerius is defcribed by " Eufebius and ° Latlantius , and that of 
Vhilzp the fecond by p Mezeray, and to thefe authors I remit the reader for 
an account of them. 

ANTIO CHVS the Great having attempted the like facrilege in the 
countrey of Elymais, as Antiochus his fon did in the city of Ely?nai-s, and 
perifhed in it, ■J as hath been above related, this hath made fome think 
that the parity of names hath been the caufe of this parity of facts being at- 
tributed to both, and that only one of them was guilty of this facrilegious 
attempt, which is related of both. And on this fuppofition 1 Scaliger 
chargeth Jerome with a blunder, for faying in his comment on the ele- 
venth chapter of Daniel, that Antiochus the Great fighting againft the 
Elymaans, was cut off by them with all his army. For he will have it, 
that this was not true of Antiochus the Great, but only of Antiochus 
Epiphanes ; and yet many other authors atteft the fame thing with Je- 
rome, that Antiochus the Great was thus cut off in the facrilegious attempt, 
and none fay it of Antiochus Epiphanes ; for he efcaped from the baffle, 
though he loft many of his men in it, and died afterwards : So faith s Ap- 
pian, and fo faith ' Tolybius, as well as Jofephus, and both the authors of 
the firft and fecond books of the Maccabees. And altho ! both the facri- 
leges were attempted in the countrey of the Elymaans, yet it was not 
upon the fame temple that the attempt was made : That of Antiochus the 
Great was upon the temple of Belus, the great god of the eaft, and 
that of Epiphanes was upon the temple of "Diana ; and that there was 
a T erf an Diana u Tacitus tells us ; and that this goddefs had a temple 
among the Elymaans is attefted by w Strabo, who tells us alfo of it, that 
it was very rich : For he faith, that it being afterwards plundered by one 
of the 'Parthian Kings, x he took from it ten thoufand talents. This 
temple Strabo tells us was called Azara, or rather, as i Cafaubon corrects 
it, Zara. Hence Diana was called z Zaretis among the Terfans. 



™ So fay Porphyry, Eufebius, Jerome, and Sulpitius Severus. But the author of the firft book of 
Maccabees faith, he begun his reign in the 137 th year of the kingdom of the Greeks, and died the 
149'-!' year, which makes him reign twelve years. For the reconciling of this it muft be faid that he 
began his reign in the 137 th year, and ended it in the beginning of the 149 th year of that ara. 
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A NT IO C HV S Epiphaues having been a great oppreffor of the Church 
of God under the Jewi/b oeconomy, and the type of anti-chrift, which was 
to opprefs it in after-ages under the Chriftian, more is prophetically faid of 
him in the prophecies of Daniel than of any other Prince, which thefe 
prophecies relate to ; the better half of the eleventh chapter, that is from 
the 2.0 th verfe to the ^\ which is the laft of that chapter, is wholly con- 
cerning, him, and there are fevcral paffages alfo in the eighth and twelfth 
chapters which relate to him. The whole may be divided into two parts, 
whereof the firft is concerning his wars with Egypt, and the fecond is con- 
cerning the perfecutions and oppreffions brought by him upon the Jewiflj 
Church and nation ; and thefe were ail fulfilled in the aclions of his reign. 

And firft as to his wars with Egypt, what is faid chap. xi. 40, 4Z, 

43, was accompiifhed in his fecond expedition into that countrey, 'and' the 
aclions done by him therein, which are above related'. What is in the 7.6 th 
verfe was fulfilled by the revolt of Ttolemy Macron from King Thilometor, 
and the treachery and mal-adminiftration of Lenams, Eulaus, and other 
minifters and officers employed under him. What is in the 2.7 th verfe had 
its completion in the meeting of Antiochus and Thilometor at Memphis 
where the two Kings, both in the time of the fecond and of the third ex- 
pedition of Antiochus into Egypt, did • frequently eat at the fame table 
and conferred together feemingly as friends; Antiochus pretending to take 
upon him the care of the kingdom for the intereftof Thilometor his nephew 
and Thilometor pretending to confide in Antiochus as his uncle in all that 
he was thus doing. But both herein Jpoke lies to each other ; for in reality 
they both intended quite the contrary, Antiochus^ defign being under the 
pretence above mentioned to feize all Egypt to himfelf, and 'Philomctor\ 
to take the firft opportunity to difappoint him of it ; as accordingly at length" 
he did by his agreement with his brother and the Alexandria?^, as is above 
related. Whereon followed what is foretold in the 2.9 th and 30 th verfes of 
the fame chapter. For Antiochus on his hearing of this agreement pulled 
off his vizard, and openly owned his defign for the ufurping of Egypt to 
himfelf; and for the full executing of it, returned and came again towards 
the South, that is into Egypt, in his laft expedition into that countrey. But 
he did not then prevail, as in- the former and the latter (i.e. in his two pre- 
ceding) attempts upon that countrey, becaufe of the /hips that came from- 
Chittim (i. e. the countrey of the Grecians) againft him , which brought 
Topillim L<enas, and the other Roman ambafiadors to Alexandria, who 
made him to his great grief return out <?/Egypt, and quit all his defigns up- 
on, that countrey. However what is foretold in the 4 i d and 43 d verfes, of Ms 
ft 'retching forth his hand upon the land of 'Egypt, and his having power over 
the treasures of gold and Jilver, and all other the precious things of that 
countrey, had its thorough completion. For he miferably harrafied and-waft- 
ed^the whole land of Egypt in all his expeditions into it,. b carrying thence 
yaft treasures of gold andfilver, and other riches in the prey and fpoils- taken 
in it by him and his followers. And here ended all the prophecies of Da- 
mel which relate to the wars that were between the Kings of Syria and- the 
Kings of Egypt. For in thofe prophecies the Kings of the North were the 
Kings of Syria, and the Kings of the South the Kings of Egypt, as hath 
been above related. &Jr 
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A s to the the other part of Daniel's prophecies of this King, which re- 
late to the perfections and oppreffions, that he brought upon the Jewifb 
church and nation, what is faid chap. xi. n. of the 'Prince of the cove- 
nant being broken before him, foreftiewed what he did to Onias the High- 
prieft, who was depofed and bariilhed by him, and at length murdered by 
one of his lieutenants. For the High-prieit of the Jews was the Prince 
of the Mofaic covenant. What is faid in the z8rh verfc, of his heart be- 
ing fet again ft the holy covenant on his returning from Egypt, and of the 
exploits which he did thereon, forefhewed what he did to Juda and Jeru- 
falem on his return from his fecond expedition into the faid countrey of 
■Egypt ; when without a caufe he murdered and enflaved fo many of the 
Jewiflj nation, and robbed the city and temple of Jerufalem of all their 
riches and trcafure. What is faid in the 30 th verfe, foretold the grief 
with which he returned from his fourth and laft expedition into Egypt, 
by reafon of the baffle which he then met with from the Romans of all his 
defigns upon that countrey ; and the indignation and wrath, which theii 
in his irrational fury he vented upon the Jewifb church and nation, in 
fending Apollonius to deftroy Jerufalem, and make to ceafe the Jewifjy 
worfliip in that place. What is contained in the 3i fc verfe, and thofe that 
follow to the 40 th agreeable to what was before prophefyed, chap. viii. 

9—12. and 23 — 25-. foretold his taking away the daily facrifce; and 
all elfe, that he did for the fuppreffing of the Jewifb worfliip, and the 
deftroying of the whole Jewifb nation, which is above related. The 
44 tl1 verfe, and the 45- th of the fame xi th chapter, foretold his laft expedi- 
tion which he made firft into Armenia, and from thence into the eaft, 
and his there coming to an end, and perifhing in that miferable manner as 
hath been related, having firft planted the tabernacles of his palace, that 
is his abfolute regal authority, in the glorious holy mountain between thl> 
feas, that is in Jerufalem, which flood in a mountainous fituation between 
the Mediterranean fca and the fea of Sodom; for it was built in the mid- 
way betwixt both on the mountains of Judaa. 

Never were any prophecies delivered more clearly, or fulfilled more 
exactly, than all thefe prophecies of Daniel were. 'Porphyry, who was a 
great enemy to the holy Scriptures, as well of the Old Teftament as the 
New c acknowledged this. And therefore he contends that they were 
hiftorical narratives, written after the fafts were done, and not propheti- 
cal predictions foretelling them to come. This Porphyry d was a learned 
heathen born at Tyre in the year of Chrift 233, and there called c Mal- 
chtts, which name on his going among the Greeks, he changed into that 
of Porphyry, that fignifying the fame in the Greek language, which Mal- 
chm did in the Phoenician ; the language then fpoken at Tyre. He being 
a bitter enemy to the chriftian religion f wrote a large volume againft it 
containing fifteen books, whereof the twelfth was wholly againft the pro- 
phecies of Daniel. Thefe concerning the Perfian kings and the Macedo- 
7iiau that reigned as well in Egypt as in Afia, having been all according 
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to the beft hiftorians exactly fulfilled, he could not difprove them by de- 
nying their completion, and therefore for the overthrowing of their au- 
thority he took the quite contrary courfe, and laboured to prove their 
truth, and from g hence alledged, that being fo exactly true in all particu- 
lars, they could not therefore be written by Daniel fo many years before 
the facts were done, but by fome one elfe under his name, who lived 
after the time of Antiochus Epiphanes. For the making out of which, 
his main argument was, that all contained in the prophecies of "Daniel re- 
lating to the times preceding the death of Antiochus Epiphanes was true, 
and that all that related to the times which followed after, was falfe. The 
latter propofition he belaboured, thereby to overthrow all that the Chri- 
ftians alledged from thefe prophecies for the Mejfiah, which he would 
have thought to be all falfe; and the other propofition he endeavoured 
to clear, thereby to make out, that the whole book was fpurious, not 
written by Daniel, but by fome one elfe after the facts therein fpoken of 
were done, as if that could not be prophetically foretold, which was fo 
exactly fulfilled. And for this reafon was it, that he took upon him to 
prove thofe facts to be fo exactly true, as in thofe prophecies contained : 
For which purpofe he made ufe of the beft Greek hiftorians then extant. 
11 Such were Callinicus Sutorius, Diodorus Szculus, Hieronymus, Tolybius, 
Tofldonhis, Claudius Theon and Andronicus Alypius, and from them made 
evident proof, that all that is written in the eleventh chapter of Daniel 
was truly in every particular acted and done in the order as there related, 
and from this exactnefs of completion endeavoured to infer the affertion 
mentioned ; that thefe prophecies were written after the facts were done, 
and therefore are rather hiftorical narratives relating things paft, than pro- 
phetical predictions forefhewing things afterwards to come. But Jcrom 
turns the argument upon him, and with more ftrength of reafon infers, 
that this way i of oppofing thefe prophecies gives the greateft evidence of 
their truth, in that what the prophet foretold is hereby allowed to be fo 
exactly fulfilled, that he fcemed to unbelievers not to foretel things to 
come, but to relate things paft. Jerom in bis comments on Daniel makes 
ufe of the fame authors that "Porphyry did ; and what is in thefe com- 
ments are all the remains, which we now have of this work of that learn- 
ed heathen, or of moft of thofe authors, which he made ufe of in it ; for 
this whole work of Porphyry is now loft, as are alfo moft of the hiftories 
above-mentioned, which he quotes in it ; and the hiftories of Callinicus 
Sutorius, k Hieronymus, 1 Tojidonius, m Claudius Theon, and m Andronicus 
Alypius, are wholly perifhed ; as is alfo the greateft part of Tolybius and 
Diodorus Siculus. Had we all thefe extant, we might from them be en- 
abled to make a much clearer and fuller explication of thefe prophecies, 
efpecially "from Callinicus Sutorius, "who lived in the time of Antoninus 
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Tius the Roman Emperor, and having p in ten books written an hiitory 
of the affairs of Alexandria included therein much of the Jewijh trani- 
aetions. And it is to be lamented, that not only thefe authors, and this 
work of *Porphyry, in which he made fo much ufe of them, are now loll 
but that alfo the books of Eufebius, Apollonarius, and Methodius, i which 
they wrote in anfwer to this heathen advcrfary, have all undergone the 
fame fate, and are in like manner to the great damage both of divine and 
humane knowledge wholly loft, excepting only fome few fcraps of Me- 
thodius preferved in quotations out of him by 'John 'Damafcen, and Nice- 
tas. For were thefe flill extant, efpecially that of Apollonarius, 1 who 
wrote with the greater! exaftnefs of the three, no doubt much more of 
thofe authors would have been preferved in citations from them, than we 
now have of them ; there being at prefent no other remains of thole an- 
cient hiftorians (excepting Tolybius and Diodorus SiculiisJ but what we 
have in Jerom's comments on 'Daniel, and his proem to them. 

JEROM andTorphyry exacfly agree in their explication of the eleventh 
chapter of 'Daniel, 5 till they come to the 2.i fc verfe. For what follows 
from thence to the end of the chapter, was all explained by Torphyry to 
belong to Antiochus Epiphanes, and to have been all tranfaftcd in the 
time of his reign. But Jerom here differs from him, and faith that molt 
of this, as well as fome parts of the viii th , and xii th chapters of the lame 
book, relate principally to Antichrift; but altho' fome particulars in thefe 
prophecies had a typical completion in Antiochus Epiphanes , yet they 
were all of them wholly and ultimately to be fulfilled only in Antichrift ; 
and this he faith was the general fenfe of the Fathers of the chriftian 
Church in his time. And he explains it by a parallel taken from the 
71 st pfalm, (i. e. the according to the ScptuagintJ Which in fome 
parts of it was typically true of Solomon, and therefore it is called a pfalm- 
for Solomon, but was wholly and ultimately only fo of Chrijt. And there- 
fore he would have thefe prophecies, which are in the viii th chapter of 
'Daniel, f. 9 — iz. and St. 2,3 — ^<*. and chap. xi. Sr. 1.1 — 45, and chap. xii. 
Sr. 6 — 13. to be fulfilled in the fame manner; that is in part and typically 
in Antiochus, but wholly and ultimately only in Antichrift. The truth of 
the matter feems to be this, that as much of thefe prophecies as relate to 
the wars of the King of the North, and the King of the South (that is the 
King of Syria, and the King of Egypt) was wholly and ultimately fulfilled 
in thofe wars. But as much of thefe prophecies as related to the profa- 
nation and perfecution which Antiochus Epiphanes brought upon the 
jfczyijb church, was all typically fulfilled in them ; but they were to have 
their ultimate and thorough completion only in thofe profanations and 
perfecutions which Antichrift was to bring upon the Church of Chrift in 
after-times. 

One particular mentioned in thefe prophecies of "Daniel, and fulfilled 
under Antiochus, is efpecially taken notice of, as typifying in him, what 
was to happen under Antichrift in after-times, that is the profanation of 
the temple at Jerufalem, and the ceafing of the daily facrifices in it. 
This Daniel 1 faid was to continue for a time, and times, and an half of 
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time, that is three years and an half, a time in that place fignifying an 
year, and times two years, and an half of a time an half year, as all agree; 
and folong "Jojephas tells us the profanation of the temple, and the in- 
terrupting of the daily facrifices in it lafted, that is, from w the coming of 
Apollonim, and his profanation of the faid temple, to the purifying of it, 
and the new dedication of that and the new altar in it * by Judas Macca- 
baus. This prophecy therefore was primarily and typically fulfilled in 
that prophanation and new dedication of the temple and altar at Jertifa- 
lem; but its chief and ultimate completion was to be in that profanation 
of the church of Chrift, which it was to fuffer under the reign of Anti- 
chrift, for the fpace of thofe 1260 days y mentioned in the revelations. 
For thofe days there fignifie fo many years, and three years and an half; 
reckoning them by months of thirty days length, make juft 1260 days. 
Thefe days therefore literally underftood make the three years and an half, 
during which the profanation and perfecution of Antiochus remained in 
the church of the Jews; and the fame myftically underftood make the 
12.60 years, during which the profanation and perfecution of 'Antichrifi was 
to remain in the church of Chrift, at the end whereof the church of Chrift 
is to be clcanfed and purifyed of all the profanations and pollutions of An- 
tichrifi, in the fame manner as at the end of three years and an half the 
temple at Jernfalem was cleanfed and purified from all the profanations 
and pollutions of Antiochm. One objection againft this, is, that Daniel, 
chap. xii. y. n. reckons the duration of this profanation by the number 
of 1290 days, which can neither be applyed to the days of the prophana- 
tion of Antiochm, nor to the years of the proTanation of Antichrifi, fru- 
it exceeds both by the number of thirty. Many things may be faid for 
the probable folving of this difficult}', but I fhall offer at none of them. 
Thofe that live to fee the extirpation, of Antichrifi, which will be at 
the end of thofe years, will beft be able to unfold this matter, it being of 
the nature of fuch prophecies not thoroughly to be underftood, till they 
are thoroughly fulfilled. 

But. in the death of Antiochm Epiphanes all the prophecies of Daniel, 
that were concerning <ftjtn, or [any. opfier of the Macedonian Kings that reign- 
ed either in Egypt or Ajla>, haying, as far as they related only to them, a 
full ending, I fhall here alio end this book. 
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\NTlOCHVS Eftyhanes being dead, was fncceeded in 
1 the kingdom a by Antiochtis his fon, a minor of nine years 
i old. Before his death he called to him Thilip a favourite 
' of his, and one of thofe who had been brought up with 
I him, and conilituted him regent of the Syrian empire dur- 
" ing the minority of his fon; delivered to him his crown, 
his fignet, and all other his enfigns of royalty, giving him in efpecial charge 
carefully to bring up his fon in fuch manner as Ihould beft qualify him to 
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reign. But when Thilip came to Antioch, he found this office there ufurped 
by another. For b Lyjias, as foon as he heard of the death of Epiphanes, 
took Antiochus his fon, who was then under his care, and placed him on 
the throne, giving him the name of Antiochtts Eupator, and affumed to 
himfelf the tuition of his perfon, and the government of his kingdom, 
without any regard had to the appointment of the dead King. And Thi- 
lip finding himfelf too weak to contend with him about it % fled into Egypt, 
hoping there to have fuch affiftance as mould enable him to make good his 
claim to that which Lyjias had ufurped from him. 

A t this time d Ttolemy Macron governor of Cale-Syria and ^Phoenicia, 
from being a great enemy to the Jews becoming their friend, remitted of" 
the rigour of his perfections againft them, and as far as in him lay, en- 
deavoured to have peace made with them; which handle being laid hold 
of by fome of the courtiers to accufe him before the King, they fate very 
hard upon him, calling him traitor at every word , becaufe having been 
trufted by Ttotony Thilometor with the government of Cyprus, he had 
gone over to Antiocbm Epiphanes, and treacheroufly delivered up that 
ifland unto him : For it feems how beneficial foever the treafon was , 
the traitor was ftill odious unto them for it. Whereon he was deprived 
of his government, and Lyjias was placed in it in his Head ; and no other 
ftation being affigned him where he might be fupported with honour or 
furhciency of maintenance fuitable to his degree, he could not bear this fall, 
and therefore poifoned himfelf and died. And this was an end which his 
treachery to his former mafter, and the great hand he had in the cruel and 
unjuft perfecntionG of the Jews fufheiently deferved. 

1m the interim Jndas Maccabaus was not idle; for hearing c how the 
neighbouring nations of the heathens had confederated to defiroy the whole 
race of IJrael, and had already begun it, by cutting off as many of them 
as were within their power, (as hath been already mentioned) he marched 
out with his forces to be revenged on them ; and whereas f the Edomites 
had been the forwardeft in this confpiracy, and having joined with Gorgias, 
who was governor for the King of Syria in the parts thereabout, had done 
them much mifchief, he began firft with them; and shaving fallen into 
that part of their Countrey which was called Acrabattene , he there flew 
of them no fewer than twenty thoufand men. From thence he led them 
h againft the children of Bean, another tribe of the Edomites that had 
been very troublefome to them ; and having beaten them out of the field, 
Ihut them up in two of their ftrongeft fortreffes ; and after having befieged 
them there for fome time, at length took them both, and put all he found 
in them to the fword, who were above twenty thoufand more. Some few 
were faved from this carnage by bribing fome of the foldiers to let them 
efcape; but Judas ' 1 having gotten knowledge of it, convicted them of the 
treachery before the reft of the people of the Jews that were with him, 
and caufed them to be put to death for it. 
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After this Judas k paired over Jordan into the land of the Ammonites 
where he had many conflicts with the. enemies of the Jews, and having 
flain great numbers of theth, took Jazar with the villages belonging there- 
to, and then returned again into Judaa. 

TI MOTHEU S, who was governor for the King of Syria in thofe 
parts, the fame whom Judas had overcome two years before, being much 
exafperated by this inroad made upon his province, 1 gathered together all 
the forces he was able, even a very great army both of horfe and foot, and 
with them invaded Judaa, purpofing no lefs than utterly to deftroy the 
whole nation of the Jews. Whereon Judas went forth with his army to 
meet him, and they having all with humble fupplication and earneft prayer 
recommended their caufe to God, in confidence of his merciful afiiftance en- 
gaged thefe numerous forces with fuch courage and vigour, that they over- 
threw them with a great {laughter, there being then (lain of them twenty thou- 
fand five hundred foot, and fix hundred horfemen. Whereon T'tmotheus 
fled to Gazara, a city of the tribe of Ephraim near the field of battel 
where Ch areas his brother was governor. Judas purfuing him thither be- 
fet the place, and having taken it on the fifth day, there flew Timo- 
them, Ch areas his brother, and Aj>oUo]>hanes another prime leader of the 
army. 

The heathen nations m that lived about the land of Gilead hearing of 
this overthrow, and the death of fo many of their friends that were flain 
in it ; for the revenge hereof gathered together, with purpofe to cut off 
and deftroy. alt: the Jews in thofe parts. And falling firft on thofe that 
dwelt in the land of Tob, which lay to the eaft of Gilead, flew a thoufand 
men of them, took their 'goods for a fpoil, and carried their wives and 
children into captivity, Whereon moil of the other Jews that dwelt in 
thofe parts, for the avoiding of the like ruine, fled to a ftrong fortrefs in 
Gilead called T>athema, and there refolved to defend themfeives ; which 
the heathen hearing of, forthwith drew thither in a great body under the 
command of another Timothem, the fuccefibr, and moft likely the fon of 
the former T'tmotheus that was flain at Gazara, to befiege them. At the 
fame time "the inhabitants of Tyre, Si don, Ttolemais, and the other hea- 
thens thereabout, were drawing together to cut off and deftroy all the Jews 
of Galilee, in the fame manner as had been attempted in Gilead. Judas 
being hereon fent to for help both from Gilead arid Galilee on this exigen- 
cy, ° by the advice of the fanredrim or general council of the Jews, whom 
he confulted on this occafion, divided his army into three parts ; with the 
firft part, confifting of eight thoufand men, p he and Jonathan his brother 
marched for the relief of the Gileadites ; with the p fecond, confifting of 
three thoufand, Simon another of his brothers was fent into Galilee ; and 
i the reft were left at Jerufalem under the command of Jofepb and Azarias, 
two prime leaders, for the defence of that place and the countrey adjacent; 
to whom Judas gave ftricT: charge not to engage with any of the enemy, 
but to ftand wholly upon the defenfive till he and Simon fhould be again 
returned. 
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JUDAS and Jonathan r patting over Jordan* in their way from thence 
to Gilead, marched thorough fome part of the countrey of the Nabathaans ; 
with whom having peace, they learn'd from them the great diftrefs which 
their friends were then in : For not only thofe in Datbcma were hardly 
prelfed by a ftrict. fiege, but all the reft of the Jewi/h nation that were in 
Boffbra, Bo/or, Gafphon, Maked, and the other cities of Gilead, were there 
clofely fliut up and imprifoned, with intention on the taking of the foitrefs 
of T)athema to have them all put to death in one day : Whereon Judas 
and Jonathan immediately falling on Boffbra, furprized the city, and having 
flain all the males, taken their fpoils, and freed their brethren who were 
there imprifon'd for daughter, fet the city on fire ; and then marching all 
night from thence towards Dathema, came thither the next morning juft 
as Timotheus and all his forces were ftorming the place : Whereon falling 
on them behind, they put them all to the rout; for being furprized with 
this fudden and unexpected aflault, and terrified with the name of Judas, 
they were feized with a panic fright, and therefore immediately flung down 
their arms and fled ; and Judas flew of them in the purluit about eight 
thoufand men. After this Judas took Mafpha, Cafphoji, Maked, Bo for, 
and all the other cities of Gilead where the Jews were opprefled ; and hav- 
ing thereby delivered them from the dettruction defigned for them , he 
treated all thofe places in the fame manner as he had Bojfora, that is, flew 
alt the males, took their fpoils, and fet the cities on fire, and then returned 
to Jerufalem. 

And Simorfs fuccefs in Galilee was not much inferior ; 5 for on his com- 
ing into that countrey he had there many conflicts and encounters with the 
enemy, in all which carrying the victory, he at length drove all thofe op- 
preffbrs out of the countrey, and having purfued them to the very gates 
of Ttolemais, flew of them in that purfuit about three thoufand men, and 
took their fpoils. But finding that the Jews of thofe parts could not well 
be any longer there protected, by reafon of the great number of their ene- 
mies in the regions round about them, and the difficulty of fuccouring 
ihem at fo great a diftance from Jerufalem, he gathered them all together, 
men, women, and children, with their fluff and all other their fubflance, 
to carry them with him into the land of Judah, where being nearer to the 
protection of their brethren, they might live under it in better fecurity. 
And he having accordingly on his return brought them thither with him, 
they were difpofed of for the repeopling thofe places which had been de- 
folated by the enemy during the perfecution of Antiochus Efiphanes. 

Th u s the two parties that were fent forth on the two expeditions men- 
tioned had both full fuccefs in them, and returned with honour and tri- 
umph. But it did not fo happen to the third party that was left at home ; 
for l Jofj?h and Azarias, who were entrufled with the command of them, 
hearing of the noble exploits which Judas and Jonathan did in Gilead., 
and Simon in Galilee, thought to get them alfo a name by doing the like ; 
and therefore contrary to the orders that had been ftrictly given them by 
Judas on his departure, not to fight with any till he and Simon fhould be 
again returned, led forth their forces in an ill-projected expedition againft 
Jamnia, a fea-port on the Medite7~ranean, thinking to take the place. But 
Gorgias, who commanded in thofe parts for the King of Syria, falling upon 



r 1 Maccab. v. 24 36. * 1 Maccab. v. 21, 22, 23. * 1 Maccab. v. 5$ 62. 

them, 



168 



Connection of the Hi story of Part II. 



them, put their whole army to flight, and flew of them in the purfuit 
about two thoufand men. Thus this rafli attempt, made contrary to or- 
ders given, ended in the confufion of thofe that undertook it ; but " Judas 
and his brothers , for their noble deeds and many valiant exploits, grew 
greatly renowned in the fight of all Ijr ael, and alfo among the heathens 
wherever their names were heard of. 

'DEMETRIUS the fon of Seleucus Thilopatcr, who had from the 
year in which his father died been an hoftage at Rome, and was now grown 
up to the twenty third year of his age, hearing of the death of 'Antiochus 
Epiphanes, and the fucceilion of Eupator his fon in the kingdom of Sy- 
ria, which of right belonged to him as fon of the elder brother of Epi- 
phany v moved the fenate for the reftoring of him to his father's kingdom ; 
and for the inducing them hereto alledged, that having been bred up in 
that city from his childhood, he mould always look on Rome as his coun- 
trey, the fenators as his fathers, and their fons as his brothers. But the fe- 
nate having more regard to their own interelt than to the right of Deme- 
trius, judged it would be more for the advantage of the Romans to have 
a boy reign in Syria than a thorough grown man, and one of mature un- 
dertfanding, as Demetrius was then known to be, and therefore decreed 
for the confirming of Eupator in the kingdom, and fent Cn. Offa-vius, Sp. 
Lucretius, and L. Aurclius ambaffadors into Syria, there to fettle his affairs, 
and regulate them according to the articles of the peace which they had 
made with Antiochus the Great his grandfather. 
An. 163. LTSIAS having received an account of the exploits of the Jews in 
Judas Gilead and Galilee, was thereby much exafperated againft them ; w and there- 
bxus X fore for the revenging hereof having gotten together an army of eighty thou- 
fand men, with all the horfe of the. kingdom, and eighty elephants, march- 
ed with all this power to invade Judaa, purpoling to make Jerufalem an 
habitation for the Gentiles, and to make a gain of the temple as of the 
other temples of the heathens, and to fet the high-priefthood to lale ; and 
being enter'd the countrey, he begun the war with the liege of Beth fur a, 
a ftrong fortrefs lying between Jerufalem and Idumaa , which hath been 
before lpoken of. But there Judas falling upon him, flew of his army ele- 
ven thoufand foot, and fixteen hundred horfemen, and put all the relt to 
flight. Whereon Lyfias growing weary of lb unprofperous a war, came 
to terms of peace with Judas and his people , and Antiochus ratified the 
fame, in which matter the Jews found Memmitts and T. Manlizis, who 
were then ambaffadors from the Romans in Syria, to be very friendly and 
helpful unto them. By the terms of this peace the decree of Antiochns 
Epiphanes for the obliging of the Jews to conform to the religion of the 
Greeks was wholly refcinded , and liberty was granted them every where 
to live according to their own laws. This treaty was managed on the part 
of Judas by two Jews named John and Abfalom, whom he fent to Lyfias 
with his demands. The letter which Lyfias wrote back in anfwer hereto 
* bore date in the month Diofcorinthzus (or as in the vulgar Latin Diofco- 
rus) in the year 148. But there is no fuch name of a month to be found 
either in the Syr 0- Macedonian , or in any other kalendar of thofe time's. 
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: ' Scaliger and * Archbifhop conje&ure, that it was ah intercalary 

month caft in between the months Dyftrus and Xanthicus in the Chaldaan 
kalendar, in the fame manner as the month Veadar was caft in between 
the months Adar and Nifan in the Jewijh kalendar. And they are the 
more confirmed in this opinion, becaufe the month Xanthicus, which feems 
to have followed immediately after the faid month called THofcorinthius 
or Dio fronts, (for all the other letters and inftruments that after followed 
relating to this peace, are dated in the month Xanthicus in the fame year) 
anfwered to the Jewijh month Nifan, and beginning about the fame time 
with it, was the firft month of the fpring among the Syrians, as Nifan was 
among the Jews. But neither the Syrians, Macedonians, nor Chaldaans 
having any fuch intercalary month in their year, it feems more likely that 
Diofcorinthius or Ttiofcorus was a corrupt writing for T>yfrus, (the month 
immediately preceding Xanthicus m the Syro-Macedotiian kalendar) made 
by the error of the fcribes. If any one will fay that the month T)ius among 
the Corinthians did anfwer to the month Dyfrus of the Syro- Macedonians, 
becmte"Dius among the Bithynians did fo, and that for this reafon it is 
in the place above cited called Kse/v^©-, I have nothing to fay againft 
it, becaufe it is not any where faid, that I know of, what form the Corin- 
thians framed their year by. And it is farther to be taken notice of, that 
whereas the dates of all the inftruments concerning this peace, as regiftred 
b in the places cited, are in the 148 th year of the Seleucidee, this is to be 
underftood according to the ftyle of Chaldaa, and not according to the 
ftyle of Syria; for the ftyle of Chaldaa began one year after the ftyle of 
Syria, c as hath been before obferved ; and therefore what is here faid to 
have been done in the 148 th year of the Chaldaan reckoning, was in the 
149 th year of the Syrian. And whereas in the chronological table at the 
end of this book, the i^o* year, and not the 149 th year °f the aera of the 
Seleucida, is put over-againft the 163 d year before Chris?, under which I 
place this treaty, it is not to be underftood that thefe two years run pa- 
rallel with each other from beginning to end, fo as exacfly to anfwer each 
other in every part, but only that the faid 15-0* year had its beginning in 
the faid 163 d year before Chris?, tho' not at the fame time with it: For 
the Julian year, by which I reckon the years before Chris?, begins from 
the firft of January ; but the years of the aera of the Seleucidte, according 
to the reckoning of the firft book of Maccabees, did not begin till about 
the time of the vernal equinox three months after, and according to the 
reckoning of the fecond book of Maccabees not till about the time of the 
autumnal equinox, nine months after. And therefore the faid three months 
of the 163 d year before Chris?, which precede the beginning of the i5"o th 
year according to the reckoning of the firft book of Maccabees, and the 
faid nine months of the fame 163 d year before Chris?, which precede the 
beginning of the fame i5"o th year according to the reckoning of the fecond 
book of Maccabees, are not to be accounted to the faid i5 , o th year, but to 
the year preceding; that is, to the 149 th y ear according to the ftyle of Sy- 
ria, which was the 148 th year according to the ftyle of Chaldaa. And 
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what is faid in this place of this 163 d year before Chrift, and of the faid 
i?o th year of the aera of the Seleucida, is to be underftood of all the reft 
of the years of the faid two sera's as placed againft each other in the faid 
tables; for they no otherwife anfwer each other than is here exprefled. 

But this peace granted the Jews was not long lived. d Thole who go- 
verned in the neighbouring places round about them not being pleafed 
With it broke it, as foon as Lyjias was gone again to Antioch, and took all 
opportunities to renew their former vexations againft them, among whom 
Timotheus, Nicanor, and Apollonius the fon of Gentians-, were the moft 
forward and a&ive in troubling them. But c that war was firft begun by 
the men of Joppa ; for they having there drowned in the fea two hundred 
of the Jews that dwelt among them in that city, Judas for the revenging 
of this cruelty fell upon them by night, and burnt their fliipping, flaying 
all thofe whom he found therein ; and then f turning upon the Jamnites, 
who intended to do the like, he fet fire to their haven, and burnt all their 
navy that was there laid up in it. 

After, this he was 8 called again to help the Jews of Gilead againft 
Timotheus. In his march thither he was h encounter'd by fome of the 
Nomad, or wandering Arabs, but he having vanquiflied them, they were 
forced to fue for peace, which Judas having granted to them marched 
on againft Timotheus, but 'meeting with obllrutftions in his march from 
the men of Cajpis, a city that lay in his way, he fell upon them, and hav- 
ing taken their city flew the inhabitants, took their ipoils, and deftroyed 
the place. After this k he came to Caraca in the land of Tob ; but find- 
ing that Timotheus was gone from thence, leaving ftrong garrifons in the 
fenced places of that countrey, he fent Dofitheus and Sojlpater two of his 
captains with a detachment againft thofe garrifons, and he himfelf march-, 
ed with the main army to find out Timotheus. Dojitheus and Sojipater 
foon made themfelves mafters of thofe fenced places, which they were 
fent againft, and flew thofe that were garrifon'd in them to the number of 
ten thoufand men. In 'the mean while Timotheus having drawn all his 
forces together to the number of an hundred and twenty thoufand foot, 
and two thoufand five hundred horfe, fent the women and children, that 
followed the army, with the baggage into Camion, a ftrong city in Gilead, 
and then pitched his camp not far from it at a place called Raphon, lying 
on the river Jabboc. There Judas having found him with his numerous 
army paifed over the river, and fell upon him ; and having gained the vi- 
ctory flew of his army thirty thoufand men, and m Timotheus himfelf, as 
he fled, falling into the hands of Dq/itheus and Sojipater then returning 
from their conquefts in the land of Tob to the reft of the army, was ta- 
ken prifoner by them. But having promifed for the faving of his life the 
releafe of many Jews then captives in the places under his command, 
who were feveral of them parents or brothers to fome then prefent in 
the Jewijh army, upon this condition they gave him both his life, and 
his liberty, and permitted him to go freely off. A great part of the reft 
of the vanquiflied army fled to " Camion, where Judas purfuing them 
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took the place, and whereas many of them thereon fled to the temple of 
0 Atargatis, which was in that city, thinking there to find fafety, * he fet 
fii-e to it, and burnt it with all that were therein, and then with fire and 
fword defolating the reft of the city there, flew in the whole twenty five 
thoufand more of Timotheuis forces that had taken refuge in it. And then 
* gathering together all of the race of IJrael, that were in the land of Gi- 
lead, or any of the parts adjoining, he carried them with him in his re- 
turn to Judtea in the fame manner, and for the fame reafon, that Simon 
had the Ifraelites of Galilee the year before ; and for the fame end as he 
did, planted them in the defolated places of the land of Judab ; but being 
irt his way thithei J to pafs through Epbroti, which lay direftly in the roacL 
fo as not to afford any other paflage either to the right hand or the left, 
through which he might elfe march his army, he 1 was neceffitated to take 
his way thorough the city it felf ; but it being a great and llrong city, and 
well garrifon'd by Lyfias, they refufed him paflage, though he prayed it 
of them in a peaceable manner. Whereon he aflaulted the place, and 
having taken it by ftorm put all the males to the fword to the number of 
twenty five thoufand perfons, took their fpoils, and rafed the city to the 
ground, and then marching over the bellies of the flain s repafled Jordan 
into the plains of Bcthfan then called Scythopolis, and from thence return- 
ing to Jerufalem c he and all his company went up to the temple in greai 
joy to give thanks unto God for the great fuccefs, with which he had 
been pleafcd to profper this expedition, and efpecially for that they were 
all of them returned in fafety without lofing any one man of all their 
whole number, notwithftanding the hazardous march, and the many dan- 
gerous enterprizes they had been engaged in ; which was a very extraor- 
dinary inftance of God's merciful protection over them. This their return 
11 happen'd about the time of Pentecoft. 

After that feftival was over, Judas w led forth his forces again to make 
war upon Gorgias and the Idumaans, who had been very vexatious to the 
Jews. In the battel which he fought with them, "feveral of the Jews 
were flain, but in the refult Judas got the victory, and Gorgias difficultly 
efcaping fled to Marifa. The y next day after being the fabbath, Judas 
withdrew with his forces to Odollam a city near the field of battel there 
to keep the day in all the duties of it. The z next day following going 
forth to bury fuch of their brethren as were flain in the battel, they found 
about every one of them fome of the things that had been dedicated to 
the idols of the heathens, which, tho' taken by them among the fpoils of 
that war, were a forbidden by the law to be kept by them ; whereby per- 
ceiving for what caufe God had given them up to be flain, Judas and all 
his company gave praife unto him, and humbly offered up their prayers 
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for the pardon of, the fin. And then making a collection through the 
whole camp, which amounted to two thoufand drachms, fent it to Jeru- 
falefn to provide fin-offerings there to be offered up for the expiating of 
this offence, that wrath for it might not fall upon the whole congregation 
of I/rae/y as formerly it had in the cafe of Achan. 

After this b Judas carrying the war into the fouthern parts of Idumaa 
fmote Hebron? and all the towns thereof, and after having difmantled this 
city, then the metropolis of Idum<ea, he pafied from thence into the land 
of the Th'rfijiines, and having taken Azotus, formely called Ajhdod, he 
pulled down their heathen altars, burnt their carved images, and took the 
fpoils of the place ; and having done the fame to the reft of the cities of 
that countrey, over which he had prevailed, he led back his men loaded 
with the fpoils of their enemies again into Judaa. 

But the garrifon of the Syrians Hill holding the fortrefs of Acra in Je- 
rufalem, they were a great thorn in the fides of the Jews, often fallying 
out upon them as they paffed up to the temple to worfhip, and cutting 
feveral of them of£ as often as they had the advantage fo to do. Where- 
fore Judas for the removal of this mifchief c called all the people together, 
and laid fiege to the place purpofing to deftroy it, and in order hereto 
having provided all manner of engines of war fit for the purpofe he preffed 
on hard all the methods of affault, whereby he might take it. Hereon 
d fome of the apoftate Jews, who had lifted themfelves in the garrifon, 
knowing they were to have no mercy ihould the place be taken, found 
the means to get forth, and fleeing to Antioch there made known to 
the King and his council the diftr.efs, which this garrifon at Jerufalem was 
in, and moved fo effectually for their relief, that forthwith e an army was 
drawn together of an hundred thoufand foot, and twenty thoufand horfe, 
with thirty two elephants, and three hundred armed chariots of war-; 
and the King in perfon with his tutor Lyjias having put himfelf at the 
head of them marched with them into Judaa, and parting on to the bor- 
ders of Idumtea there begun the wjar with the fiege of Bethfura. { Judas 
having gotten his forces together, though far inferiour to thofe of the 
en?my, there fell on them in the night, and having flain four thoufand of 
them before they had light enough to fee where to oppofe him, and there- 
by put the. whole camp into confufion, he retreated on break of day with- 
out fuffering any lofs in the attempt. But as foon as the morning was up 
sboth fides prepared for an open, battel, and Judas and his men with 
great fiercenefs begun the onfet, but after having flain about fix hundred, 
of the Kings men, finding they muft be overpowered at length by f<> 
great a number, h they withdrew frqm the fight, and made a fafe retreat 
to Jerufalem. In this fight 1 Eleaz,ay firnamed Averan, one of Judais 
brothers, was loft by a very rafh and defperate attempt which he made 
upon one of the King's elephants ; for feeing it to be higher than all the 
reft, and armed with royal harnefs,, he fuppofed that: the King himfelf was 
upon it, and therefore thinking, that by flaying this elephant he might 
with the fall of it caufe the death of the King alfo, and thereby deliver 
his people, and gain to himfelf a perpetual name, he ran furioufly to. the. 
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beaft flaying on each hand all that flood in his way, till being gotten un- 
der its belly he thrufl up his fpear and flew him ; whereon the beaft fall- 
ing dead upon him crufhed him to death with the weight thereof. After 
this Antiocbus k returned to the fiege of Betb/ura, and altho' the befieged 
defended themfelves with great valour, and in feveral fallies beat back the 
enemy, and burnt their engines of battery, yet at length their provifions 
failing them, they were forced to yield, and furrender'd the place upon 
articles of fafety to their perfons and effects. 

From thence 1 Antiocbus marched to Jerujalem, and there befieged the 
fan<3uary, and when they within were almoft reduced to the fame necefli- 
ty of furrendring that thofe of Bethfura had been, by reafon of the like 
failure of provifions, they were relieved by an unexpected accident ; for 
m Lyjias having received an account that Thilip, whom Antiochm Epipha- 
«<?jhad at his death appointed guardian of his fon, had in his abfence feized 
Antioch, and there taken upon him the government of the Syrian empire, 
"he found it neceflary to make peace with the Jews, that he might 
thereby be at liberty to return into Syria for expelling of this intruder ; 
and accordingly peace being granted to them upon honourable and advan- 
tagious conditions, and fworn to by Antiocbus, he was admitted within 
the fortifications of the fanetuary: °But when he faw how ftrong they 
were, he caufed them contrary to the articles he had fworn to, to be all 
pull'd down and demolifh'd, and then returned towards Syria. 

p MENELAV S the High-prieft in expectation not only of recover- 
ing his ftation at Jerusalem, but alfo of being made governor there, accom- 
panied the King in this expedition, and was very forward and bufy in offer- 
ing him his fervice in it againft his own people. But Lyjias when he found 
what great inconveniences attended this war, and was by the ill confe- 
quences of it forced to make the peace I have mentioned, being much 
exafperated againft this wretch, as the true and original author of all this 
mifchief, accufed him to the King for it ; whereon he was condemned to 
death, and being carried to Berhosa q a city of Syria was there cart head- 
long into a tower of afhes, which was in that place, and there miferably 
perifhed. This was a punifhment then ufed for facrilege, treafon, and 
fuch other great crimes, which this wretch was very fignally guilty of; in 
what manner it was executed hath been before defcribed. On his death 
the office of High-prieft was granted to * Alcinms., who was called alfo 
Jacimm, a man altogether as wicked. Whereon 5 Onias, the fon of that 
Onias that by the procurement of Menelaus was flain at Antioch, whofe 
right it was to have fucceeded in this office, not being able to bear the 
injuftice, whereby he was difappointed of it, fled from Antioch, where he 
had hitherto refided fince his father's death, and went into Egypt ; where 
having infinuated himfelf into the favour of Tto-lemy Thilometor and Cleo- 
patra his Queen, he lived there all the reft of his life, and will hereafter 
more than once be again fpoken of in the future feries of this hiftory. 

This expedition into Judaa is faid in the r fecond book of Maccabees 
to have been begun in the 149 th year, i. e. of the aera of the Seleucidte, 
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and in " the firft book of Maccabees its beginning is placed in the i5"c th of 
the fame aera. But what hath been before obferved, that the firft book of 
Maccabees reckons the beginning of thefe years from the time of the vernal 
equinox, and the fecond book of Maccabees from the time of the autumnal 
equinox, eafily recconciles this difference ; for the fix months of this very 
fame year which were between thefe two equinoxes, will be in the 1 5-0* year 
according to the reckoning of the firft book of Maccabees, and in the 149 th 
according to the reckoning of the fecond. And therefore all that can be 
inferred from hence is, that this expedition was firft made within the 
time of thefe fix months, and I reckon it was fo towards the latter end 
of them. 

O n the King's return to Antioch w Philip was driven thence, and fup- 
preifed. I have before mentioned the flight of this <PhHij> into Egypt, in 
expectation there to be affifted againft Lyjias % but the two brothers who 
there jointly reigned at this time being then fall'n out, and at great va- 
riance with each other, he found nothing could be there done for him ; 
and therefore returning again into the eaft , and having x there gathered 
together an army out of Media and Terfia, took the advantage of the King's 
abfence on this expedition into Judaa to feize the imperial city ; but being 
on the King's return again expelled thence, he failed of fuccefs in this at- 
tempt, and perimed in it. 

The variance between the two Ttolemys in Egypt , which I have laft 
above mentioned, running to a great height, the fenate of Rome ~> wrote to 
their ambafTadors Cneius Ofia-vms, Spur iw Lucretius, and Lucius Aurelius, 
whom they had a little before fent into Syria, to pafs from thence to Alex- 
andria for the compofing of it. But before they could go thither Thyfcon 
the younger brother prevailing over Thilometor the elder, 7 had driven 
him out of the kingdom : Whereon a taking {hipping for Italy, he landed 
at Brundujium, and from thence travelled to Rome on foot in a fordid ha- 
bit, and with a mean attendance, there to pray the help of the fenate for 
his reftoration. 3 Uemetrius the fon of Seleucns Thilopator late King of 
Syria, who was then an hoftage at Rome, as hath been above mentioned, 
having gotten notice hereof, provided a royal equipage and royal robes 
for him, that he might appear at Rome as a King, and rode forth to carry 
all this to him ; but on his meeting him on the road at twenty fix miles di- 
ftance from Rome, and prefenting him with it, Ttolemy, tho' he very much 
thanked him for the kindnefs and refpecls hereby offered unto him, yet was 
fo far from accepting any thing of it, that he would not permit him 
fo much as to accompany him the remainder of the journey, but enter'd 
Rome on foot with no other than the fame mean attendance, and the fame 
fordid habit with which he firft put himfelf on this journey, and took up 
his lodging in the private houfe of an Alexandrian painter then living at 
Rome. Thus he chofe to do, that by his coming in fo low and mean a 
manner he might the better exprefs the calamity of his cafe, and the more 
effectually move the compaflion of the Romans towards him. As loon as 
the fenate heard of his arrival, they fent for him to the fenate houfe, and 
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there excufed themfelves to him , that they had not provided him with 
lodgings, nor received him with thofe ceremonies which were ufual ih this 
cafe; telling him, that this was not from any negledt of theirs, but merely 
that his coming was fo fudden and private ■, that they knew not of it till 
his arrival. And then having exhorted him to lay afide his fordid habit, 
and ask a day to be publickly heard concerning the matter he came thither 
about, they by fome of their body conducted him to lodgings fuiting his 
royal dignity, and appointed one of their treafurers there to attend him, 
and provide him with all things fitting at the publick charge as long as he 
mould flay in Rome. And when he had a day of audience, and made known 
his cafe, they immediately decreed his reitoration, and fent Ghtintus and 
Canuleius, two of their body, ambafladors with him to Alexandria there 
to fee it executed ; who on their arrival thither b compounded the matter 
between the two brothers, by afligning to 'Phyfton the countrey of Libya 
and Cyrene, aud to Thilometor Egypt and Cyprus, there to reign apart with- 
out interfering with each other in the government. 

CAT. O flavins, Sp. Lucretius, and L. Aurelius the Roman ambaifadors An. 161. 
above mentioned being come into Syria, and finding that the King hadJ" das 
more fliips in his. navy, and more elephants in his army, than the treaty made b3; " c s "' 
with Antiochus the Great, after the battel of mount Sipylus, allowed him 
to have c , they caufed thofe fliips to be burnt , and thofe elephants to be 
{lain, that exceeded the number allowed ; and fettled all other things there 
according as they thought would belt be for the Roman intereft ; which 
many not being able to bear, and great heart-burning and difcontents be- 
ing thereby caufed among the people, one of them called Leptines, out 
of a more than ordinary indignation which he had conceived hereat, fell 
upon Ofta-vins, while he was anointing himfelf in the Gymnajium at Lao- 
dicea, and there flew him. This Oflavius bad been a little before conful 
of Rome, and was A the firft that brought that dignity into his family. From 
him was defcended Oflavius Cafar, who under the name of Auguftus was 
afterwards made Emperor of Rome. Lyfias was thought under-hand to 
have excited this aft: However, as foonas it was done, he took care that 
ambaffadors were fent to Rome to purge the King with the fenate from hav- 
ing had any hand in it. But the fenate after having heard thofe ambafla- 
dors, fent them away without giving them anyanfwer, feeming thereby to 
exprefs their refentments for the murther of their ambaflador by an angry 
filence, and to referve their judgment as to the authors of it to a future 
enquiry. 

2) E MET RID S thinking this mprther of O flavin might fo far have 
alienated the fenate from Eupator, as that they would no longer for his 
fake retard his difmiflion, e addrefTed himfelf the fecond time to them for it. 
Apottoniw, a young nobleman of Syria who was bred up with him, and was 
fon to that Apollonius f , who was governor of Cale-Syria and Thcsnicia in 
the reign of Seleucus Thilopator, advifed him to this addrefs contrary to 
the advice of his other friends, whofe opinion it was, that he had nothing 
elfe to do for his getting away but to make his efcape as privately as he 
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could. And the fecond repulfe which he had from the fenate . (for they 
ftill having the fame reafon from their intereft to detain him, perfifted Hill 
in the fame refolution fo to do) foon convinced him that this laft was 'the 
only courfehe had to take for his return into his countrey, and the reco- 
vering of the crown which was there due unto him. And Tolybius the 
hiftorian, who was then at Rome, and with whom 'Demetrius confulted in 
all this matter* earneftly prefTed him to the attempt. Whereon having, by 
the help of Menithyllus of Alabatida, hired paflage in a Carthaginian Ihip 
then lying at Oftia, and bound for Tyre, he fent mofl of his retinue with 
his hunting equipage to Anagnia, making lhevv of following them the next 
day thither to divert himfelf in that countrey for fome time in hunting. 
But as foon as he was rifen from fupper, getting privately that night to 
Qftidi he there went on board the Carthaginian fliip, and caufmg it forth- 
with to fet fail, made his efcape therein : For it being thought that he had 
been at the place where he had appointed his hunting , it was the fourth 
day after he had failed from OJiia, before his efcape was known at Rome ; 
and when on the fifth day the fenate was met about it, they computed that 
by that time he had pafTed the ftreights of Mejfna, and got on from thence 
in his voyage too far to be overtaken , and therefore took no farther no- 
tice of it : Only fome few days after they appointed Tiberius Gracchus, 
L. Lentulus, and Servilius Glaucias their ambafTadors to pafs into Syria, 
to obferve what effect the return of "Demetrius into that countrey would 
there produce. 

The occasion which brought Menithyllus of Alabanda to Rome at this 
time, was s an embafTy on which he was thither fent by Ttolemy Thilometor 
to defend his caufe before the fenate againft Thyfcon his brother : For 
Thyfcon not being content with the {hare allotted him in the partition of 
the Egyptian empire between him and his brother, defired that befides 
Libya and Cyrene he might have Cyprus alfo affigned him : And when he 
could not obtain this of the ambafTadors , he went himfelf to Rome there 
to folicit the fenate for it. When he appeared before the fenate with his 
petition, Menithyllus made it out that Thyfcon owed not only Libya and 
Cyrene, but his life alfo to the favour and kindnefs of his brother : For he 
had made himfelf fo odious to the people by his many flagitious male-admi- 
niftrations in the government, that they would have permitted him neither 
to reign nor live, had not Thilometor interpofed to fave him from their 
rage ; and Gjhtintus and Canuleius, who were the ambafTadors that made 
the agreement between the two brothers, being then prefent in the fenate, 
did there atteft all this to be true ; yet notwithstanding the fenate having 
more regard to their own intereft than the juftice of the caufe , decreed 
Cyprus to be given to Thyfcon, becaufe they thought Thilometor would be 
too potent with that and Egypt together. And therefore they appointed 
Titus Torquatus and Cneius Merula to go with him as their ambafTadors 
for the putting him in pofTeffion of it, according as they had decreed. 

While Thyfcon was at Rome on this occafion, h he courted Cornelia the 
mother of the Gracchi, defiling to have her for his Queen ; but fhe being 
the daughter of Scipio Africamis, and the widow of Tiberius Gracchus* 
who had been twice conful, and once cenfor of Rome, fhe defpifed the offer, 
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thinking it tO be & greater honour to be one of the prime matrons of Rome 
than to reign with '"Bhyfcon. in Libya arid Gyrene. 

In the irtterim 1 Demetrius landing at Tripoli* in J>ri^, made it believed 
that he was ferit by the Roman fenate to rake pofTeflion of the kingdom, 
and that he Would be fupportdd by them ih it. Whereon Etipator\ caufe 
being in the general opinion given for loll, all deferted from him to De- 
metrius ; and Eifpator and Lyfias his tutor being feized by their own fol- 
diers-, in order ro be delivered up to the new-comer, were by his order 
both put to death. And fo Without any farther oppofitiori he became tho- 
roughly fettled hi the whole kingdom. 

A s foott as Dmtefr'm was fix'd on the throne, k one of the firft things 
he did Was to deliver the Babylonians from the tyranny of Timdrchus and 
UerUciidts. Thefe being the t WO great favourites of Antiffchus Epiphanes, 
he had made the firft of them governor, and the other treafurer of that pro- 
vince. Timdrchus having added rebellion to his other crimes, 'Demetrius 
Caufed him to be put to death, - and the other he drove into banifhment. 
This was fO acceptable a deliverance to the Babylonians, whom thefe two 
brothers had hi'oft' griev'buny Oppreued, that they from hence called him 
S»te'r, i.e. the S&vtbitr, which nafhe he ever afterward bore. 

AL Ct My S, Who on the death of Menelaus was by Antiochus Eupator 
appointed High-pr ieft of the jews, 1 riot being received by them, becaufe 
he had polluted himfelf by coriforriiirig'to the Ways of the Greeks in the 
time of Amiochns Epiphanes m , got together all the other apoftate Jews 
then living at Antioch^ who had for their apdftafy been expelled Judaa, 
and Went in the head Of them tO the new King fo pray his relief againft 
Judas and his brethren, accufihg therh of flaying many of the King's friends, 
and driving others out of the countrey> as particularly they had them his 
petitioners, for no other reafon but that they had obeyed the royal edicf s 
of Antiochus Epiphanes his uncle, who had reigned before him. And 
hereby he fo exafperated Demetrius againft Judas and the people with him, 
n that he forthwith ordered Bacchides governor of Mefopotamia with an 
army into Judvea ; and having confirmed Alcimus in the office of High- 
pfieftj joined him ih the fame commifllon With Biicchides for the carrying 
on of this war. On their firft coming into Judad they thought to have 
circumvented Judo* and his brethren, and by fair words, under the mew 
of making peace With them , to have di-awn them into their power, and 
fo have taken them. But they being aware of the fraud kept out of their 
reachy Wtlteh others not being fO cautious of fell into their lhare, and be- 
ing taken in it, Were all deftroyed by therh; afnorig Whom Were fixty of 
the Afid&ms^ and feveral of the fcribes or doctors of their law: For 
being fOfid: of hdvirig an High-pr ieft again fettled ainortg them, and think- 
ing they could fufter nd Wrong from orte that Was of the foris of Aaron, 
they took his oath of peace, and trufted themfelves with him. But he had 
no foOfler gotten them within his pOwer but he put them all to death ; 
with whidh'the reft being, tdrrified durft nd more' confide in him. After 
this Bacchides returned: to the King, leaving With Alcimils part of his forces 
to feetire hinif in the poflefliOri of the cdtlhtf ey ; with which ° prevailing for 
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a. while,, and drawing many deferters to him, he much difturbed the ftate 
of Ifrael. For the remedy whereof Judas, after Bacchides was fully gone, 
p coming out with his forces again into the field, went round the countrey, 
and took vengeance of thofe that had revolted from him, fo that Alcimus 
and his party were no more able to Hand againft him. Whereon that 
wicked difturber of his people went again to the King q and having pre- 
fentcd him with a crOwn of gold, and other gifts, renewed his complaints 
againft Judas and his brethren* telling him, that as long as Judas lived, 
his authority could never be quietly fettled in that countrey, or matters 
be there ever brought to a lading ftate of peace. And all that were about 
the King out of hatred to the Jews faying the fame thing, 'Demetrius was 
hereby fo incenfed, that r he fent another army againft the Jews under the 
command of Nicanor their old enemy, commanding him, that he mould 
cut off Judas, difperfe his followers, and thoroughly eftablifh Alcimus in. 
his oftice of High-prieft. But Nicanor knowing the prowefs of Judas, as 
s having been vanquilhed by him in a former expedition, was loath to 
make another tryal of it for fear of another defeat ; and therefore endea- 
voured to compofe matters by a treaty, and accordingly articles of peace 
were agreed on between them. And after this Judas and Nicanor con- 
vened in a friendly manner together. But 1 Alcimus not liking this peace, 
as thinking his intereft not fuftkiently provided for in it, went the third 
time to the King, and fo poflelfed him againft it, that he refufed to ra- 
tify what was agreed, and fent his pofitive orders to Nicanor to go on 
with the war, and not to ceafe profecuting it, till he lhould have flain 
Judas, or taken him prifoner, and fent him bound to Antioch : Whereon 
Nicanor was forced much againft his will again to renew his former ho- 
ftilities againft Judas and his brethren. 

TTO LEMT Thyfcdn "having had the illand of Cyprus afligned to 
him by the determination of the fenate of Rome return'd thitherward with 
the two Roman ambalfadors Cneim Merula and Titus Torquatus, who 
were fent to fee him put in pofleflion of it. On his coming w into Greece 
in his way to it, he hired a great number of mercenaries, thinking by 
them forthwith to poflefs himielf of the ifland. But the ambafladors 
having acquainted him, that they were fent to introduce him into it, 
only by way of treaty with his brother, and not by arms, perfuaded him 
again to difmifs all his forces ; whereon taking Merula with him he return- 
ed into Libya, and Torquatus went to Alexandria. The purpofe of thefe 
two ambafladors was to bring the two brothers to meet on the borders of 
their dominions, and there agree the matter between them according to 
the fentiments of the Roman fenate. But when Torquatus came to Alex- 
andria, he found Thilometor not eafily to be brought to comply with 
what the fenate had decreed concerning this matter. He infilled upon 
the former agreement made between him and his brother by ghiintus and 
Canukius the former ambafladors, which afligned Cyprus to him, and 
therefore thought it very hard, that it mould contrary to the tenour of 
that agreement be now taken from him, and given his brother. However 
he did not at firft peremptorily refufe to yield to the decree of the fenate 
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but wiredrew the treaty to a great length, and between promifmg as to 
fome things, and excufing himfelf as to others, he did artfully beat the 
bufli at a diftance, and fo waited away the time without coming to any 
determination about the matter in hand. In the interim Thyfcon with 
the other ambaflador lay at the port of Apis in Libya there expecting the 
refult of Torquatus's agency ; after long waiting receiving no intelligence 
from him to his content he fent Merula alfo to Alexandria, thinking that 
both the ambafladors together might aft the more effectually with Tbilo- 
■metor to bring him to their bent. But Tbilometor ftill obferved the fame 
conduct, treating them both with all manner of kindnefs and complaifance, 
flattering them with courtly words, and endeavouring in all things to 
pleafe them with as courtly actions, and by this means drill'd on the mat- 
ter with them for forty days together without coming to the point, which 
was the end of their embafly to him, detaining them all this while at his 
court rather by force than with their good liking, till at length finding 
they could be put off" no longer he plainly declared, that he would ftahd 
by the firft agreement, and would not yield to the making of any other. 
And with this anfwer Merula returned again to Thyfcon, and Torquatm 
to Rome. In the interim the Cyrenians underltanding how ill 'Pbyfton 
had behaved himfelf while he reigned at Alexandria, entertained from 
hence fuch an averfion againft having him for their King, that they rofe 
in arms to keep him out of their countrey. Whereon Tbyfcon fearing, 
left while he tarried at Apis in expectation of the inveftiture of Cyprus, 
he mould lofe Cyrene, he haften'd thither with all his forces which he 
had then with him ; but he had the misfortune at firft to be overthrown 
by his rebel fubjefts ; and it is not to be doubted, but that Tbilometor had 
an hand in the raifing of this combuftion, and that it was with a view 
hereto, that he had delayed fo long to give an anfwer to the Roman am- 
bafladors, that thereby he might give fcope for thefe defigns to ripen to 
execution. 'Phyfcon being hereby involved in great difficulties, Merula 
found him under the prefliires of them on his return to him ; and they 
were not a little aggravated by the account which he brought him of his 
brothers final refilling to yield any more to him, than what was given him 
by the firft agreement; he durft not himfelf go again to Rome to re- 
new his complaint againft his brother about this matter, till the troubles 
raifed againft him in Cyrene were again appealed. All therefore that he 
could at prefent do, x was to fend two ambafladors with Merula in his 
{lead to folicit his caufe with the fenate. Thefe and Merula meeting with 
Torquatus on his return from Alexandria, they went all four together to 
Rome, and there all made their report of the cafe much to the difadvan- 
tage of Thilometor; fo that y when the caufe came to be heard in the 
fenate, tho' Menithyllus, Thilometor's ambaflador, fpoke much in his be- 
half, he was not heard with any regard, the fenators being generally pre- 
pofTelTed againft him, becaufe of his refufal to fubmit to their decree about 
Cyprus. And therefore to exprefs the anger they had conceived againft 
him on this account, they renounced all friendfhip and alliance with him, 
and ordered his ambaflador to depart Rome within five days, and fent two 
ambaffadors from them to Cyrene to acquaint 'Phyfcon with what they had 
done. 
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In this year * Bitcherin* placeth the beginning of the C5 v cle of 84 years 
by which the Jew's fettled 1 the times of their new moons, full moons, and 
feftivals. I have before {hewn in the preface to the firft part of this- hi- 
ftory, how they anciently went by the phafis or appearance of the new- 
moon for all' this matter. And! according hereto the new moons and 
feftivals were then conftantly fettled by the fanhedrim at Jerufa-km. 
towards the end of every month they a fen't out p'erfons into places of 
the greateft height and eminence about Jerufatetn to obferve the ap- 
pearance of the new moon, and as foon as they faw it appear, they re- 
turned, and made report thereof to that afFembly, and according thereto 
they appointed their new moons or firft days of every month, awtF imme- 
diately by figns from mountain to mountain gave notice thereof through 
the whole land of Judaa; and according to' their new moons and full 
moons, were all' their other feftivals fixed. And all this might well' enough 
be done as long as the jews lived within the narrow bounds of Judad. 
But when after the time of Alexander the Great', they became difperfed 
through all the Grecian colonies in the eaft, and had in great numbers 
fettled at Alexandria, Antiochi and other cities of Egypt, Libya, Gyrene, 
Syria, and lefTer Jjia, under the Syta-Matedoniatt and Egypt o~ Macedonian 
Kings, this method grew impracticable as to them. And therefore from 
that time they were necefTitated to come to aftronomical calculations, and 
the ufe of cycles, for the fettling of this matter, that fo they might know 
at all diftant places, when to begin their months, when to make their in- 
tercalations, and when to folemnize their feftivals all in an uniform man- 
ner at the fame time. How the eaftern Jews, who had ever fince the 
AJfyrian and Babytonijh captivities been fettled in Babylonia, Tetjia y 
Media, and other eaftern provinces beyond the Euphrates, ordered this 
matter, is uncertain : But fince they had in Babylonia b a prince of the 
captivity for the governing of them in all things according to their law, 
and a fanhedrim there to affifl him herein, no doubt they had fixed me- 
thods for the fettling of this matter according to the trueft rules of aftn> 
nomy, efpecially fince that fcience was in thofe parts cultivated beyond 
what it was in any other countrey. Moft likely it is, that they had an 
aftronomical cycle, by which they fixed the new moons, arid according fo 
them regulated all the reft. But as to the bthet Jews, that they M made 
ufe of the cycle of eighty four years fbr this pifrpofe is certain 1 ? for feveM 
of the ancient c fathers of the chriffiari Church make mention of it,- as that 
which had been of aric'ient tffe among the Jews, and was afterwards bor- 
rowed from them by the primitive chriffians for the fixing of the" fiffre of 
their Eafter, and was the firft cycle which was rffade ufe df by' eherfi for 
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this purpofe. It feems to- have been made up of the Calippic cycle, and 
the OSfoeteris joined' together. For it contains juft fc many days as both 
fhefe cycfes do, when added to each other, reckoning the eight years of 
the Ottoeteris, and the feventy fix years of the Calif pic cycle by Julian 
years'; for eight Julian years contain s^iz days, and feventy fix Julian 
years ±77$ 9 days, and thefe being added together make 3068T, which is 
exactly the number of days that are contained in eighty four Julian years, 
which- Was the number of this cycle. And therefore it is mofl! likely, 
that the Jews firff began with the ufe of the Calif pic cycle, or more- pro- 
perly fpeaking of the Calippic period (for in the language of chronolbgers 
a cycle is a round of feveral 1 years, and a period a round of feveral cycles) 
and afterwards added the OcJoeteris to it, both to render it the more pro- 
per for their purpofe, and affo to make it look as wholly their own : And 
it is poffibie fo much might have been this year done. But that the Jews 
at this time, when after having newly recovered their temple, and reftored 
the true worfhip of God in it, they were moil zealoufly employed in ex- 
tirpating ail' heathen rites from among them, fhould firfl introduce this 
cycle borrowed from the heathens, and employ it to a religious ufe, that 
is for the fixing of the times of their new moons, and feftivals, feems ut- 
terly improbable. That which feems moft probably to be conjectured 
concerning this matter (for nothing but conjecture can be had in it) is, 
that when the Jews in the difperfions after the time of Alexander the 
Great through the countries I have mentioned faw a neceflity of coming 
to aftronomical calculations, and fettled rules for the fixing of their new 
moons and feftivals, that fo they might obferve them all on the fame day 
in all places, they borrowed from the Greeks the cycle or period of Calip- 
fus, which they found ufed among them for the fame purpofe. For the 
Greeks reckoning their months by the courfe of the moon, and their years 
by that of the fun, and thinking themfelves alfo obliged for the reafon 
which I have already mentioned, annually to keep all their feftivals on the 
fame day of the month, and on the fame feafon of the year, in like man- 
ner, as the Jews were, had long been endeavouring to find out fuch a 
cycle of years, in which by the help of intercalations the motions of the 
fun and the moon might be fo adjufted to each other, that both lumina- 
ries fetting forth, together at the fame point of time, might come round 
again exactly to the fame, and all the new moons and full moons come 
over again in every cycle in the fame manner as they had in the former. 
For could fuch a cycle' be once fixed, the obferving how the new moons 
and full moons happen'd in any one of them, would be fufficient to direct 
where to find them for ever in all cycles after, and there would need no 
more to be done, than to know what year of the cycle it is, in order to 
know and difcover the very moment of time, when every new moon and 
full moon mould happen therein through each month of it ; becaufe in 
every year of the faid cycle the new moons and full moons would all come 
over again at the fame points of time, as they had in the fame year of the 
former cycle, and fo on in all following cycles for ever. Of the attempts 
which had been made to come at fuch a cycle by the T>ieteris, T ?traeteris, 
. OBoeterls, and Enneadecaeteris, and how they all foiled hereof, mention 
hath been already made. The laft came neareft to it of any ; the author 
whereof was Meto an Athenian, who publiflied it at Athens in the year 
% before Chrift 43 z, which was in the year immediately preceding the 
6 ' <Pelo- 
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fx this year 1 Bitchfrm* placeth the begetting of the cycle of 84 years 
by which the yews fettled' the times of their new moons* full- moons, and 
feftivals. I have before fliewn in the preface to the firft part of this- hi- 
ftory, how they anciently went by the phafis of appearance of the new 
moon for all 1 this matter. And 5 according hereto the new moons and 
feffivals wefe then conffetrttly fettled by the fanhedrim at Jetufa-km. 
Tfowards the end of every month they a fent Out p'erfons into plates of 
the greateft height and eminence about Jerufatefn to obfei've the ap- 
pearance of the new moon, and 1 as fbon as they faw it appear, they re- 
turned', and made report thereof to that aflembly, and 1 according thereto 
they appointed their new moons or firft days of every month, and 1 imme- 
diately by figns from mountain to mountain gave netice : thereof through 
the whole land of Judaa; and according to' their new moons and full 
moons, Were' all' their other femvals' fixed. And all this- might Well' enough 
fee' done as long as the Jews lived within the narrow bounds of Judant. 
But When after the time of Alexander the Great, they became difperfed 
through all the Grecian colonies in the ea"ff, atfid had in great numbers 
fettled at Alexandria, An'ti6ch s and other cities of Egypt, Libya, Gyrene, 
Syria, and lefler Ajid, Ufider the Syrd-Madedottiati and Egyfto^MaCedonian 
Kings, this method grew' Impracfrc'abfe as to them. And therefore from 
that tirhe they wete necefutated to come to aftronomical calculations, and 
the ufe of cycles, for the fettling of this matter, that fo they might know 
at all diftant places, when to begin their months, when to- make their in- 
tercalations, and when to folemhi-ze their feftivals all in an uniform- man- 
ner at the fame time. How the eaffern Jews, who had ever fince the 
AJfyrian and Bdbyloriijh captivities been fettfed in Babylonia, Tetfia, 
Media, and other eaftern provinces beyond the Euphrates, ordered this 
matter, is uncertain : But finee they had in Babylonia b a prince of the 
captivity for the governing Of them in all things according to their law, 
and a fanhedrim there to affift hifh herein, no doubt they had fixed me- 
thods for the fettlirig df this matter according to the trueft rules of aftro 
nomy, efpeciatiy fmce that fcierice Was in thofe parts cultivated beyond 
what it was in any^other cOuntrey. Moft likely it is, that they tod aft 
agronomical cycle, by Which they fixed the new moons, and according f 0 
them regulated affi trie reft. But as to the 1 dtftet Jews, that they a4$ made 
ufe of the cycle of eighty four years for this putpofe is certain 1 ? for fevetal 
of the ancient 'Fathers' of the chriftiari Church make mention Of it,- astlM 
which had fjeeft df artcient trfef amdttg the Jews, and 1 Was afterwards bof- 
rdwed from them by the primitive chriftiaTis for the fixing df the' time of 
their fcafter, and was the fifft cycle which was made ufe df' by them for 
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this' purpofe. It feerns to- have been made up of the Calippic cycle, and 
the Offoeteris pined together. For it contains juft fo many days as both* 
thefe cycles d : o, when' added to each other, reckoning the eight years of 
the OEtoeterii, and the feventy fix years of the Calippic cycle by Julian 
years"; for eight Julian years contain 292-2. days, and feventy fix Julian 
years '27/5-9 da y s > an(i being added together make 30681, which is 

exactly the number of days that are contained in eighty four Julian years, 
Which- was the number of this cycle. And therefore it is mofl likely, 
that the jews firft began with the ufe of the Calippic cycle, or more pro- 
perly fpeaking of the Calippc period (for in the language of chronologers 
a cycle is a round of fevera! years, and a period a round of feveral cycles) 
and afterwards added the Ocloeteris to it, both to render it the more pro- 
per for their purpofe, and alfo to make it look as wholly their own : And 
if is poffibl'e fo much might have been this year done. But that the Jews 
at this time, When after having newly recovered their temple, and reftored 
the true woffhip of God in it, they were mod zealoufly employed in ex- 
tirpating all' heathen rites from among them, fhould firft introduce this 
cycle borrowed from the heathens, and employ it to a religious ufe, that 
is for the fixing of the times of their n ew moons, and feftivals, feems ut- 
terly improbable. That which feems moft probably to be conjectured 
concerning this matter (for nothing but conjecture can be had in it) is - , 
that When the Jews in the difperfions after the time of Alexander the 
Great through the countries \ have mentioned faw a neceflity of coming 
to aftf onomical calculations, and fettled rules for the fixing of their new 
moons and feftivals, that fo they might obferve them all on the lame day 
in all places, they borrowed from the Greeks the cycle or period of Cafijr. 
fus, which they found ufed among them for the fame purpofe. For the 
Greeks reckoning their months by the cotrrfe of the moon, and their years 
by that of the fun, and thinking themf elves alfo obliged for the reafon 
which t have already mentioned, annually to keep all their feftivals on the 
fame day of the month, and on the fame feafon of the year, in like man- 
ner, as the Jews were, had long been endeavouring to find out fuch a 
cycle of years, in which by the help of intercalations the motions of the 
fun and the moon might be fo adjufted to each other, that both lumina- 
ries fetting forth, together at the fame point of time, might come round 
again exactly to the fame, and all the new moons and full moons come 
over again in every cycle in the fame manner as they had in the former. 
For could fuch a cycle be once fixed, the obferving how the new moons 
and full moons happen'd in any one of them, would be furricient to direct 
where to find them for ever in all cycles after, and there would need no 
more to be done, than to know what year of the cycle it is, in order to 
know and difcover the very moment of time, when every new moon and 
full moon ftiould happen therein through each month of it; becaufe in 
every year of the faid cycle the new moons and full moons would all come 
over again at the fame points of time, as they had in the fame year of the 
former cycle, and fo on in all following cycles for ever. Of the attempts 
which had been made to come at fuch a cycle by the c Dieteris., Tetraeteris, 
OBoeteris 3 and Enneadecaeteris, artd how they all foiled hereof, mention 
hath been already made. The lafl came neareft to it of any ; the author 
whereof was Meto an Athenian, who publimed it at Athens in the year 
t before Chriji 432, which was in the year immediately preceding the 
6 Telo- 
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Telopomiejian war, where I have at large treated of it.' But Meto having 
reckoned that the nineteen years of his cycle contained juft 6940 days, it 
was found after an hundred years ufage of it, that in this computation he 
had overlhot what he aimed at by a quarter of a day : For nineteen Julian 
years contain no more than 6939 days and 18 hours ; and therefore to mend 
this fault Calippus invented his cycle or period of 76 years, which confut- 
ing of four Metonic cycles joined together, he thought to bring all to 
rights, by leaving out one day at the end of this cycle, making it to coh- 
fill of no more than 2-77>9 days, whereas four Mctotiic cycles joined toge- 
ther make 17760 days. This Calippus was a famous aftronomer of Cy- 
zicus in Myjia, and publifhed his cycle in the year before Chrift 330, 
beginning it from the fummcr folltice of that year, which was the 
fame year in which Alexander overthrew TDarius at the battel of Ar- 
bela. And this being the cycle which was moft in reputation among 
the Greeks, for the bringing of the reckonings of the fun and moon's 
motions to an agreement at that time, when the Jews wanted iuch a cy- 
cle for the fettling the time of their new moons , and full moons , and 
feftivals by certain rules of aftronomical calculations, it's moll likely 
they then borrowed it from them for this ufe ; and that they might 
not fcem to have any thing among them relating to their religion, which 
was of heathen ufage, they added the Otloeteris to this period of feventy 
fix years, and thereby making it a cycle of eighty four years, by this dif- 
guilc render'd it wholly their own : For no other nation but the Jews alone 
ufed this cycle, till it was borrowed from them by the primitive Chriftians 
for the fame ufe, that is, to fettle the time of their Eafier. But the Jews 
by this addition rather marred than any way mended the matter. For al- 
tho' the period of Calippus fell fhort of what it intended, that is, of bring- 
ing the motions of the two greater luminaries to an exacl: agreement, yet 
it brought them within the reach of five hours and fifty minutes of it. But 
the addition of the Octoeteris did fet them at the diftance of one day fix 
hours and fifty one minutes. However, this they ufed till Rabbi Hillefc 
reformation of their kalendar, which w r as about the year of our Lord 360; 
during all which time they muft neceffarily have made fome interpolations 
for the correcting of thofe exceffes, whereby one of thofe luminaries did 
over-run the other according to that cycle : For otherwife the Tha/is's or 
appearances of the new moons, and full moons, would have contradicted 
the calculations of it to every man's view. But what thefe interpolations 
were , or how or when ufed , we have no account any where given us. 
Trofper placeth the beginning of the firft of thofe cycles, which was ufed 
by the Chriftians, in the year of our Lord 46 ; and if we reckon backward 
from thence, we fhall find one of them to have its beginning in the year 
before Chrisl 191, which was the firft year of the Pontificate of Eleazar 
at Jerufalem, and the feventh before the reign of 'Ptolemy Thiladelphis 
King of Egypt. And then it feems moft probable that the Jews begun 
the ufe of this cycle : For about this time their difperfions, efpecially in 
Egypt, made it neceffary for them to fettle the times of their new moons, 
full. moons and feftivals by aftronomical calculations, becaufe atfuch diftan- 
ces they could not have the order of the fanhedrim ztjerufalem for the di- 
recting of them in this matter. But had they then taken the period of Ca- 
lippus, without difguifing it by the adding of the eight years of the Oftoe- 
teris to make it look as their own, it would much better have ferved their 
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purpofe. Tho'I have, above faid.it's poffible that the eight years might 
have been added where Bucberius, placeth the firft ufe of this cycle, yet I 
mean no more thereby than, a bare, poifibility, and not but that I think it 
naoft probable that it was otherwife,; for it feemeth to me mpft likely, that 
as the Jews firft began the ufe of this cycle at the time I have mentioned, 
that is, anno anteChriJiumi.^ fo.alfo doth it, that from that very begin- 
ning they fixed it to be a cycle of 84 years, and no otherwife ufed the Ca- 
Uppk* but with the addition of eight years after it to make up that num- 
ber. If we place the beginning of the fMt cycle of thefe 84 years at the 
year before Cbrift 191, the fecond cycle will, begin anno toy, the third 
cycle anno 1x3, the fourth cycle anno 39, and the fifth cycle at the year 
after Cbrift 46, and there it will meet with the beginning of the firft cy : 
cle of IProJper; that is, the firft of thefe 84 years cycles which was ufed 
by the primitive Chriftians for the finding out and fettling the time of their 
Eajier. The fecond of thefe cycles, according to the fame Trojper, be- 
gan anno ^Domini 130, the third anno the fourth anno 298, the fifth 
anno 381, (which was the laft of thefe cycles mentioned by Trofper) the, 
fixth anno 466, the feventh anno 550, the eighth anno 634, the ninth anno 
718, and the tenth anno 8oz, and about that time the -ufe of it , wholly 
ceafed. 

In the firft age Of the Church, Chriftians generally followed the Je ws in 
the fettling the time of their E after, fame beginning their observance of it 
d at the fame time the Jews did their Paflbver, that is, on the fourteenth 
day of their firft Vernal moon, or month called .Nifan, on what day of the 
week foever it happen'd to fall, but others not till the Sunday after. Thofe 
who Were for the nrft way alledged that; they followed therein St. John and 
St. Thitip the Apoftles ; and thofe who followed the other way, urged for it 
the practice of St. Teter and St. Taul, who they faid always begun this fe- 
ftival, not on the 14 th day of the firft vernal moon, as the Jews did their 
Paflbver, but on the Sunday after. And as long as thofe who came out 
of the circumcifion into the.Church of Cbrift, and obferved the law of 
Mofes with that of the Gofpel, held communion with the Church, this 
made no difference in it ; but when they feparated from it, then the Church 
began to think it time to feparate from them in this ufage; and after fe- 
veral meetings and councils held about it, they came to this refolution, that 
Eajier mould always be kept, not on the 14 th day of the moon, as the Jews 
did their PafTover, but every where on the Sunday after ; and all conform- 
ed hereto except the AJian Churches, who pretending for the other ufage 
the example of St. John and St. Thilip the Apoftles, and the holy martyr 
St. Tolycarp, would not recede from it. Whereon Vittor Bifliop of Rome 
fent out a libel of excommunication againft them for it ; fo early did the 
tyranny of that fee begin: For this happen'd in the year of our Lord 197. 
But Irenaus, and moil other Chriftians of that time, condemned this as a 
very rafh and unjuttifiable aft in Vittor. However the controverfy ftill 
went on, and the Chriftians of the AJian way being thenceforth called §>uar- 
tadecimani, for their obferving of the feftival at the fame time with the 
Jews quartd decimd lund, i. e . on the 14 th day of the moon, perfifted- in 
their former praftice, till at length in the Nitene council anno Domini 3x5- 
they all gave up into the other way, and an end was put to this contro- 
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Verfy. Anfl. tVbm that tifctte -the firft day of the Week* in commemOratidn 
bf rfie reftii-re^fioft Chrift thereof hath been among Mi Chriftiahs eve- 
Where 1 the- firft day c# tfieir jE^^f&emnity. But hi the interim both 
parties ftiil mad6 ufe of the 84 yeafs c^icle, till that alfb Was put under 
another regulation ^y the fame council of J&ce. In the year of thrift xit 
this 84 years feyete being fourid faulty, < Hipfolytns Bilhbp of tortus in 
Arabia invented a new one by joining two OBoeteris^ toother; but this 
foon appearing rnbre faulty than the other, f An ata/ius faifhop of Ldodicea 
in Syria did in the year : ^7<£ l propofe : anbther way. All that was com- 
mendable in it was-,- that he firft introduced the ufe of the nineteen years 
Cycle for this purpofe ; but ^ applied it fo Wrong, that it was in his me- 
thod by no means ufefai 1 ' t# the end intended. In the. year 32$ fate the 
Nhene c<&niiY/' WhereM' 'as *. to Eafiers thefe following particulars Were 
agreed: P\rft, 'TlM Edft)sr -fhould every Where be begun to be obferved 
on the firft day T b£ the Weel^that is Sunday : Secondly, That it fhould be 
bh the* Simday'-SYntl mouSd MloW next immediately after the fourteenth of 
the' moon that c mb«Td happen next after the vernal equinox (which* Was 
then on-' thetW.eitf^fiHtbf ;) And, thirdly, That it mould bferefer-- 

red' to the Biffiop 6t AlkxMrla to calculate every year, on what days ac- 
cording to thefe rules, the feftival fhould begin. 

; The AUx'taidri^ being then of alt others moft skilful in. aftronorny, for 
this reafon the 1 - making of this calculation h was referred to- the Bilhdp of 
that place; arid' they having applied the nineteen years: cycle in a much 
better method t'b this purpofe tnan Anatotiw had before done, found it the 
beft- rule that- cbuld'be made ufe of for the fettling of t-hffr matter; and -ac- 
cordingly went by it for the difcharge of what was referred to them by the 
council. And therefore they having every y"ear hereby fixed the day, the 
Cuftom was. fdf the Biilvop of that Church to write of it to the Bifliop of Home, 
who having the day thws fignified unto him, firft caufed it' by his Deacons 
to be publifhed in his patriarchal- Ghm-ch on the day of Epif hmy preceding 
the feihVar : ,_ and- then by pafchal epiftles notified it to all Metropolitans 
through the whole ehriffian' world, and they by like epiftles to their Suffra- 
gans; and by Ais^means the day Was every where known, and every where 
obferved in an exaft uniformity of time by Chriftians all the world over. 
But the pride- of the fee df Rbme not bearing long their being directed iri 
any thing from- abroad';, after fome years obfervanee of this order, they re- 
turned again: to their old cycle of eighty four years ; and the ufe of it was 
thereon again refumed all over, the weftern Church. But this again mak- 
ing the fame fault as formerly, by reafbn of the one day fix hours and fifty 
one minutesy by which the eighty four lunar years in this cycle with its in- 
tercalated- months did over-rtnvthe folar years in it, Viffcrius a Presbyter 
of Lmoges hi AipuPain b was employed by Hilariw (who was firft Arch- 
deacorii and afterwards Bifhop of Rome J to make a new cycle ; who fol- 
lowing the Atex-awdridtiT, firft introduced into the weftern Church the rule 
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of fixing the time of Eafier by the nineteen years cycle, called the cycle 
of the moon ; and having multiplied it by the twenty eight years cycle of 
the dominical letters called the cycle of the fun, hereby made the period 
of W years, called from him the Victorian fertod, after the expiration of 
which he reckoned that the fame new moons, the lame full moons, and 
The fame dominical letters, and the fame times of Eajler, would all come 
over again in the fame order of time, as in the former cycle and fo on in 
all following cycles for ever. And accordingly they would have done fo, 
had the fame new moons and full moons come over again at the fame point 
of time in every cycle of the moon with the fame exaftnefs as every domi- 
nical letter did again in every cycle of the fun. But the nineteen lunar 
years and feven intercalated lunar months, of which this cycle confuted, 
1 falling fhort of nineteen Julian years by one hour twenty feven minutes 
and forty feconds, hence it hath followed, that in every one of the years 
of thefe nineteen-years-cycles, the new moons and full moons have hap- 
pen'd juft fo much lboner eacli month than in the fame years of the cycle 
immediately preceding. And hereby it hath come to pais, that after the 
elapfing of fo many rounds of that cycle as have revolved from the time 
of the Nicene council to the prefent year 1716, the new moons and full 
moons in the heavens have anticipated the new moons and full moons in 
the kalendar of our common-prayer-book four days ten hours and an half, 
becaufe the new moons and full moons are there ftated not according to 
the prefent times, but according to the times of that council. However* 
a better cycle for this purpofe than the nineteen years cycle not being to 
be found, becaufe none other can bring the courfe of the fun and moon 
to .a nearer agreement, the Alexandrians for this reafon pitched on it for 
the fixing of their E after as the bejt rule they -..could follow for it. And 
m Theophilus and " Cyrillus, who were both Patriarchs of Alexandria, and 
made each of them periods for the determining the . times of this feftivak 
the firtt of an hundred years, and the other of ninety five years, founded all 
their calculations hereon. And 0 Victorius, when he undertook to form 
a like period for this end for the ufe of the weftern Chriftians, as the other 
had done for the ufe of the eaftern,. built it all upon the fame foundation. 
For fixing all the firlt vernal fourteen moons (which were the pafchal terms) 
according to the cycle of the moon, and the next Sunday after in every 
year (which was the day when the feftival begun) according to the cycle 
of the fun, he compounded out of both thefe cycles by multiplying them 
into each other his period of .5-32, years, beginning it from the z8 ch year of 
our Lord according to the vulgar aera ; and herein according to both thefe 
cycles he fixed the times of Eajler in every year throughout that whole pe- 
riod, and To in all fucceeding periods on the fame days over again in each 
of them for ever. This after feverai years labour in it he fihilhed and 
publifhedin the year of ; ourLord 45-7; which Diotiyjtus Exiguus a Roman 

! 1 For whereas 19 Julian years contain 6939 days and 18 hours, 19 Lunar years, with their feven in- 
tercalated months, contain only 6939 days, 16 hours, 32 minutes, and 20 feconds. 

m Beda hift. ecclef. lib. f. cap. 2,2,. videas etiam Bucherium de doctrina temporum, Petavi'um, 
aliofque chronologos. " Beda ibid. Bucherius, Petavius, aliique. CyriHus was nephew to 

Theophilus, and fucceeded him in the fee of Alexandria. He abolificd his uncWs cycle, and fttbJIU 
tnted his of 95- years in its flead, which was truly a cycle, for it confifted of five Metonics. But the 
other was rather a table, in which Eafter was calculated for an hundred years* than a cycle. 

0 Bcda hift. eccl. lib. j\ cap. 22. Bucherius in canonem pafchalem Vi&orii. 
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abbot p having in the year of our Lord 517 corrected in fome particulars, 
and fixed the equinox and new moons at the fame points of time, in 
which they were at the holding of the council of Nice, the whole weltcrn 
Church went hereby for many ages, till Gregory the 13 th , Bilhop of Rome 
in the year ij8x reduced it by his corrections to that form, in which it 
is now ufed under the name of the New Style in foreign countries. And 
it is to be wiftied that this Church would reform all things elfe, that are 
amifs among them, as well as they have done this ; however we in Eng- 
land., and all the dominions belonging thereto, ltill retain the old form : 
And as we are the laft to recede from this form, fo were we anciently the 
laft to receive it. For although Dionyjius publilhed his form in the year 
of our Lord 5x7, it was not till the year 800 that it was univerfally re- 
ceived by all the Churches of Britain and Ireland, and great controverfics 
were in the interim raifed among them about it, the occafion of which 
was as followeth. 

Till the Saxons came into this ifland (which was anno T>om. 449) 
the Brii ijh Churches having always communicated with the Roman, and 
received all its ufages, as having been till about that time a province of 
the Roman empire, they agreed with it in the ufe of the lame rule for the 
fixing of the time of their Eafter ; and the Irijh, who had not long be- 
fore been converted by iSt. ^Patrick, who was fent to them from Rome, 
followed the fame ufage. But afterwards when the Saxons having made 
themfelves mailers of all the eaftern and fouthern coafts of this ifland had 
thereby cut off all communication with Rome, all that correfpondence 
which till then the Britijh and Irijh Churches had held with the Roman, 
thenceforth ceafed, and was wholly interrupted, till the coming hither of 
Auftin the Monk to convert the Englijh Saxons, which was 'about one 
hundred and fifty years after. And therefore neither the Britijh nor 
the Irijh knowing any thing of the reformation, that had in the interim 
been made in this rule concerning Eajier, either by Villorim or Dionyjitts, 
went on with the obferving of the faid feftival according to the old form 
of the 84 years cycle, which they had received from the- Romans, before 
the Saxons came into this land. And in this ufage Aujiin found them on 
his arrival hither ; and they having been long accuftofned to it could not 
eafily be induced to alter it for the new ufage of the Romanics, which 
Auftin 5 then propofed to them. And hence arofe that controverfy abom 
Eajier, which from that time was between the. old Chriftians of Britain 
and. Ireland, and the new Chriftians- which were here converted by the 
Romanijls, and lafted full two hundred years, before it was : fully "fup- 
prefied. "The difference between them about this" matter was in two par- 
ticulars ; for i ft , whereas the Roman ifts according to the rule of Tfionj ifits 
fixed the time of Eajier by the nineteen years cycle of the moon, and the 
a8 years cycle of the fun, theflrft fliewing them the pafchal term, arid' the 
other what day was the next Sunday- after ; the - Britaius and- Irijh ad- 
hered to the ufe of the old cycle, that of 84 years for this matter. And 



P Videas <3« bac reduas ejus epiftolas in fine operis Bucheriide do&tM temporum. 

q .ft.Pamtk lUijfitit by Coeleftin Bijhop of Rome to convert the Irifli,. anno Dam. 43,*. He »<» 
thtn 60 years old ii>Be*hefirJl undertook the work of this Apofllefiip, and continued in it 06 years after, 
and with fuchfuecifs thai be converted the whole ifland, and died at the. age of an hundred and fMtfty 
* Auftin firfl landed in Kent, AnnoDom. 597. Beda. hift. eccT. lib. z.cap. 2.. 
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i<uy whereas the Romanip obferved the beginning of the feftivalfrom the 
iJ> day of the firft vernal moon to the zr ft incluiive, according as the 
Sunday happen'd within the compafs of thofe days, the Britain* and the 
Irijh obferved it from the 14 th to the zo<\ That is the Romanip laying 
it down for a principle in this cafe never to begin the pafchal reftival at 
the fame time with the Jews, for the avoiding or it would never begin 
the folemnity on the 14 th day of that moon, though it happen'd to be on 
a Sunday, but deferred it to the next Sunday after, tho' in this cafe that 
Sunday did not happen till the zi ft day of the faid moon. But the Britain* 
and Irijh if that fourteenth day happen'd to be on a Sunday did then begin 
the feflival without making any fuch fcruple, as the Romanijis did in this 
cafe, and fo proceeded to obferve it in the following years on the 15^, 16 th , 
\f\ 18% 19 th , and zo th , according as the next Sunday after fell on any of 
thofe days of that moon. But the Romanip not beginning the feitival on any 
Sunday till the fifteenth of the faid moon obferved it in the following years 
on the 16 th , 17 th , 18 th , 19 th , zo th , and zi fc of the moon, according as the 
next Sunday fell on any of them in any of the faid years. So that as the 
former never carried the beginning of this feftival beyond the zo th day of 
the firft vernal moon, fo the latter never commenced it till the 15 th day of 
the fame. And they were fo zealoufly fet this way, that they would not 
hold communion with thofe of the Britifh and Irijb Churches, that did 
other wife, but looking on them as hereticks called them by way of re- 
proach ^uarta-'Decimans ; whereas the ancient §jnarta- c Decimans were 
only thofe, who begun the feitival on the fourteenth day of the moon at the 
fame time with the Jews, on what day of the week foever it happen'd. 
But the Britains and the Irijh never begun it on that day, but when 
it happen'd to be a Sunday. 

On the receding of 'Paulinas from the archbifhoprick of Tork after the 
death of Edwin King of the Englijh Saxons beyond the Hutnber (which 
happen'd in "the year of our Lord 633,) the Churches of thofe parts hav^ 
ing had their bifliops from the monaltery of St. Columbus in the illand of 
Hy (which was then the chief univerfity of the Irifo for the educating 
and breeding up of their divines) and " Aidau, * Finan, and 1 Caiman, 
who had been all three monks of that monaltery, having in fucceffion to 
each other governed thofe Churches thirty years, they during that time 
had introduced into them the Irijh ufage for the obferving of Ea/len 
whereby the controverfy being brought among the Englijh chriftians, 
and a fchifm made among them about it, for * the putting of an end to it 
a council was called to meet at the monaltery of the abbefs Hilda at 
Whitly in Torkjhire, then called Streonjhale. And there a long difputati- 
on being had before Ojwy King of J the Northumbrians (who prefided in 
that council) and Alfred his fon, and the main Itrefs of the arguments on 
both fides turning upon this, that the Irijh and Britains urged the au- 
thority of St. John for their ufage, and the Romanip that of St. Teter for 
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from that river to GrahamV Dike, which didrunfrom Dunbritton Frith to the Forth for all this co**- 
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theirs, which they faid was preferable to the other, becaufe he was the 
Prince of the Apoflles, and had the keys of heaven committed to his 
keeping, Ofivy asked thofe who difputed on the fide of the Irijb and 
Britains whether they agreed that the ufage of the Romanifts had been 
the ufage of St. 'Peter ? And on their agreeing hereto, he asked them again, 
whether they held that St. Peter had the keeping of the keys of heaven ? 
And they having anfwered to this alfo in the affirmative ; he hereon de- 
clared, that he would then be for St. Peter's way, left when he fhould 
come to heaven's gates, St. Peter fhould fhut them againft him, and keep 
him out. Whereon this ridiculous controverfy receiving as ridiculous a 
decifion, all the chriftians of thofe parts came over to the Roman way, 
and Co/man h being much difpleafed with this deciding, or rather ridi- 
culing of the controverfy, returned with as many of his Irijb clergy, as 
were of his mind, again to the monailery of Hy, from whence they came, 
and the Northumbrians had another Bifhop appointed over them in his 
ftead. This happen'd in the year of our Lord 664. 

After this the old way began to wear off both in Britain and Ire- 
land, tho' but by flow degrees. c Adamnamts abbot of Hy being lent on 
an embally from rf the Britifh Scots (that is the Irijh who had fettled in 
North- Britain) to Alfred King of the Northumbrians, and having while 
he continued on that occaflon in thofe parts made a vifit to the united 
monafleries of Jarro-w and Wermouth near Durham, was there by Ceolfrid 
thrn abbot of them fo thoroughly convinced of the reafonablenefs of the 
Roman way before the other, that on his return to Hy, he endeavoured 
to bring all there to conform to it ; but not being able to prevail with 
them herein he went into Ireland, and there brought over almoft all the 
northern parts of that ifland to this way. This happen'd about the year of 
our Lord 703. And he had the eafier fuccefs herein, for that °thefouthern 
parts of that ifland had fome years before conformed hereto, being in- 
duced to it by an epiflle from Honoruis Bifhop of Rome, written to them 
about it in the year 629. In the year 710, the fame Ceolfrid above-men- 
tioned r having written to Naitan King of the Picfs an epiftle for this way, 
thereby brought him and all of his nation with him into a conformity to 
it. This epiftle is very learnedly and judicioufly written, and no doubt 
was penned by Bede , who was then a monk under him in thefe two 
united monafteries. It is ftill extant in Bede's ecclefiaflical hiftory, and 
gives us the beft view of this controverfy of any thing now remaining, 
that hath been written about it. In the year 716, ^Ecgbert a pious and 
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Ireland, and the Scoti none other than the Irifll. For Ireland only was the ancient Scotia, and the 
Irifh the ancient Scots. But about the year of our Lord j-oo a colony of the Irifll having under the 
leading of Fergus the fin of Etc fettled in that port of North-Britain now called Argile-fliire, fiifl 
brought with them the name of Scots into that countrey, and there began the kingdom of the Britilh 
Scots, from whom this embaffy came. But afterwards having in procefs of time conquer" 'd both the North 
and the South Pi&s, and alfo received from the Saxon Kings of England all the Lowlands from Gra- 
ham'* Dike to the river Tweed (which formerly belonged to thofe Princes) they thenceforth gave the 
name of Scotland to that countrey, and Ireland the ancient Scotia aJJ'umed the name which it now bor;. 
this was done about the year of our Lord one tbottfand. For Archbifhop Uflier tells us, who f.'lh 
examined the matter, that there is not any one writer, who lived within a thoufand years after Chrill, 
that mentions the name of Scotland, and means any other than Ireland by it. Vide Britannicarum 
ecclefiarum antiquitates, cap. xvi. p. 383. e Beda hift. lib. 2. cap. 19. &lib. 3. cap. 3. 
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learned presbyter of the Englijh nation, after having fpent many years in 
his ftudies in Ireland, (which was in that age the prime feat of learning in 
all chriftendom) coming from thence to the monaftery of Hy propofed to' 
them anew the Roman way, and having better fuccefs herein, than Adam- 
nanus their late abbot had in that attempt, which he had before made up- 
on them for this purpofe, brought them all over to it. And after this 
none but the Welch perfifted in the old form, who out of the inveterate 
hatred they had againft all of the Englifly nation, were hard to be brought 
to conform to them in any thing. However at length about the year 8oc, 
the errors of the old way by that time growing very confpicuous by rea- 
fon of the many days, which according to the 84 years cycle the lunar 
account rauft then have over-run the folar, the Welch of North Wales 
h were by the perfuafion of Elbodius their bi/hop prevailed with to give 
an ear to thole reafons, which were alledged for the Roman form, and 
being convinced by them, that it was the better of the two, came into it ; 
and not long after the Welch of South Wales followed their example, and 
did the fame ; and thenceforth the cycle of 84 years, which had lafted for 
fo many ages, became wholly abolifli'd all Chriitendom over, and was 
never more brought into ufe. 

There was indeed another controverfy between the old chriftians of 
Britain and Ireland, and the new ones of the Roman converlion, which 
was all along at the fame time brought upon the ftage With that about 
Eafter during the whole contelt, that is '• that of the clerical tonfure, which 
was always debated with it, and was every where ended at the fame time 
when the other was. But my purpofe being to treat only of what rela- 
ted to the Jewijh affairs, I have only meddled with this conteft thereby 
to give the hiftory of the Jewijb cycle of 84 years ; and thus far it is 
within my theme ; but it being out of it to treat of the other, for this rea- 
fon I do not here trouble the reader with it. 

O n the abolition of the 84 years cycle, the pafchal rule of T>ionyJius be- 
came the rule of the whole weftern Church for feveral ages after ; and it 
being ftill the rule of Great Britain and Ireland, and all the dominions be- 
longing to them, it will be ufeful for the Englijh reader to know the par- 
ticulars of it. They are as folio weth. 1. That Eafter is a feftival annually 
obferved in commemoration of ChriJFs refurrecfion. z. That Sunday being 
the day on which it is weekly commemorated, that day of the week is the 
the fitteft always to be the day on which the annual commemoration of it 
is to be folemnized. 3- That therefore this feftival be alwayon a Sunday. 
4. That it be on the Sunday next after the Jewijh Paflbver. 5*. That the 
Jewijh Paffover being always flain on the fourteenth day of the firft vernal 
moon, by them called Nifan, the chriftian Eafter is always to be on the 
next Sunday after the faid fourteenth day of that moon. 6. That to avoid all 
conformity with the Jews in this matter, though the fourteenth day of the 
faid moon be on a Sunday, this feftival is not to be kept on that Sunday i 
but on the next Sunday after. 7. That the firft vernal moon is that whofe 
fourteenth day (commonly called the fourteenth moon) is either upon the 
day of the vernal equinox, or elfe is the next fourteenth moon after it. 
8. That the vernal equinox according to the council of Nice (to the times 
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of which this rule is calculated) is fixed to the twenty firft day of March. 9.That 
therefore the firft vernal moon, according to this rule, is that whofe four- 
teenth day falls upon the twenty firft of March, or elfe is the firft fourteenth 
moon after. 10. That this fourteenth day of the firft vernal moon being the 
limit or boundary which bars and keeps Eafter always beyond it, fo that 
it can never happen before or upon that day, but always after it, for this 
reafon it is called the pafchal term. n. That the next Sunday after the paf- 
chal term is always Eafter day. ix. That therefore the earlieft pafchal term 
being the twenty firft of March, the twenty fecond of March is the earlieft 
Eafter poflible ; and the eighteenth of April being the lateft pafchal term 
that can happen, the feventh day after, that is the i?* of April, is the lateft 
Eafter poflible ; all other Eafters are fooner or later, as the pafchal terms 
and the next Sundays after them fall fooner or later within the faid limits. 
13. That the earlieft pafchal term or fourteenth day of the faid firft vernal 
moon being according to this rule on the twenty firft of March, the four- 
teenth day before, that is the eighth of March, muft be the earlieft firft day of 
this moon that can happen ; and the lateft pafchal term being the eighteenth 
of April, the fourteenth day before that, that is the fifth of April, is the 
lateft firft day of this moon that can happen. All other firft days of this 
moon fall fooner or later between the faid eighth day of March and the 
fifth of April following. 14. That the cycle of the moon which points to 
us the golden number, always Ihews us which is the firft day of the pafchal 
moon, and confequently which is the 14 th day of the fame; and the cycle 
of the fun, which points to us the dominical letter, always Ihews us 
which is the next Sunday after. And therefore when you know what is 
the golden number, and what is the dominical letter of the year, the follow- 
ing fcheme will fully ferve to tell you, when Eafter will fall according to 
this rule in any year for ever. 
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In this fcheme the firft column? contains' the numbers that in the kalen- 
dar of our common-prayer-book are called the primes, which are the gol- 
den numbers that point out to us the new moons : The fecond column 
gives the days of the month : The third contains the golden numbers, which 
point out to us the pafchal terms, or the 14 th day of the firft vernal moon? 
(i. e. the day on which the Jews flew their Faflbver :) The fourth column 
gives the dominical letters ; and the laft the old' Roman kalendar. Every 
number of the primes fhews, that in the year when that is the golden num- 
ber, the new moon is according to the calculation 6f this forimori.the day 
of the month over-againft which it is- placed 5 and every number in the 
third column fhews, that in the year When that is the golden number, the 
pafchal term is on the day of the month over-againft which it is placed. 
The dominical letters tell us when is the firft Sunday after the pafchal term 
on which Eafter begins ; and the Roman kalendar fhews us oh what day 
thereof each particular above mentioned happens. ' 

A Nt> therefore 'bbfervirig thefe particulars, • wh<?n you woukiihid out in 
any year on what day Eafter falls' in- if, ttin down your eye id .the firft co- 
lumn from the 8 th of Marth (wffich &*&e earte&<fiffttfay tMt c^ bappc'h 
of the firtr vernal moon) ; till you c&mVto that number m it, which: is the 

golden 
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golden number of the year, and that number tells you that the day of the 
month over^againft which it is placed is the firft of that moon ; and then 
running down your eye in the third column, till you come to the fame 
golden number in that column, that number tells you .that the day of the 
month over againft which it is placed is the pafchal term, that is the four- 
teenth day of that m6on (as by numbring from that which is the fame 
golden number in the firft column you will find,) and then running 4own 
your eye from thence in the fourth column (which is the column of the 
dominical letters) till you come to" the dominical letter of the year, that 
letter tells you, that the day of the month over againft which it is placed 
is the next Sunday after the laid pafchal term, and that Sunday is the Eajler 
Sunday of the year. As for example : If you would know on what day 
Eajler falls in this prefeht year 171 6, run down your eye in the firft column 
till you come to the number feven, (which is the golden number of that 
year) which being placed over againft the feventeenth of March, it tells 
you thereby that this fbventeenth of March is the firft day of the firft ver- 
nal moon of this year ; and from thence run down your eye in the third 
column, till you come, to the fame number of feven in that column, which 
being placed over againft the thirtieth of March, it tells you thereby that 
this is the 14 th day of that moon (as you will find by numbring from the faid 
1 7 th day, which was the firft of this moon) or the pafchal term of the year ; 
and then run down your eye from thence in the, fourth column (which is 
the column of the dominical, letters) till you come to the letter G, (which 
is the dominical letter of tljie year) which being placed over againft the 
firft .of 4j>ril, it tells you thereby that this day is the firft Sunday after the 
faid pafchal term V. and therefore is the Sunday on which Eajler is to be 
folemnized this year. Aridj fo in like manner if you would know when 
Eajler will fall in the yeaiM/^7, eight being the golden number of the 
year, and placed in thc/colujrin' of the primes over againft the fifth of April, 
it fliews that to be the firft- day of the firft vernal moon of that year ; and 
die fame number in the third column being placed over againft the 1 8 th of 
April, it fliews that to be the pafchal term of the year : And the letter F 
being the dominical, letter of the year, and the next .F after in the fourth 
column being : placed- over againft the. twenty firft of April, this fhews that 
the twenty, "firft of April is the firft Sunday after the faid pafchal term, and 
therefore' is ithe Sunday on which Eajte,r{\s to be obferved in that year. And 
fo by theiike'imethbd ; nyvy.be foupd; put r when Eajler, according to this 
form, ''WilLfall in any: year for. ever ; and hereby not only the rule, but alio 
the reafonfofrthe thing, may be feen\ bpthj together at the fame time. And 
the fame may-be done by, the kalendar in the common-prayer-book, though 
the third coiumn of this fcheme be there, wanting.: For you having there 
found by ^the method mentioned the- fir ft day of the firft. vernal moon, num- 
ber dowtvfoom thence to; the fourteenth -day after, , arid there ypu have the 
pafchal term* and the, "next itSVW^ after (which you will know by the do- 
minical letter of the.year> is Eajler Sm^ay. 

But it; is to be obfertfed that the twenty firft .of March is not the true 
equinox, but only that which was the true equinox at the , time of the Ni- 
re*<?couricil, (which was held anno] 'Ttemjni 315) fince that time the true 
equinox; Hsithiantici|»a.tedt the.iVTi^efequjnox eleven days: For the Julian 
folar yempwhich we^fen-jby, exceeding- the true tropical folar year eleven 
•mmut&yrihist 6xcefeift.-j39 years -|nal?QS-a day ; and.almo.ft eleven times 13° 
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years having happen'd fince the time of that council to this prefent year 
171 6, the true equinox now falls eleven days before the Nicene equinox. 
And fo in like manner it hath happen'd to the primes, that is the golden 
numbers, or the numbers of the nineteen years cycle of the moon in the 
fa-it column of the kalendar in our common-prayer-book : For they are 
placed there to lhew, that the days of the months over againft which they 
Hand in that kalendar, are the new moons in thofe years in which they 
are the golden numbers, and they truly did fo at the time of the council 
of Nice. But in every one of the nineteen years cycles of the golden num- 
bers, called the cycles of the moon, the Julian folar reckoning exceeding 
the true Lunar reckoning an hour and almoft an half, this hour and an half 
in 304 years making a day, and four times 304 years and above half 304 
years more having now patted fince that council, this hath caufed that the 
true new moons now happen four days and an half before the new moons 
marked by the primes in the faid kalendar of our common-prayer-book. 
And therefore if you would have the true equinox by that kalendar, you 
muft deduct, as many days from the twenty firft of March, as there hath 
been the number of 130 years fince the council of Nice, and that will bring 
you back to the true time of the equinox in this or any other year wherein 
it mall be fought for. And fo in like manner if you would have the true 
time of the new moon by the fame kalendar in every month, you muft de- 
duct as many days from the days of the month, which the primes mark 
out for the new moons, as there are the number of 304 years in the num- 
ber of years which are now from the time of the faid council elapled, that 
is four days and an half, and this will lead you back to the true time of the 
new moon in any month of the year wherein you mall feek to know it. 
As for example; in this year 171 6, the number feven (which is the golden 
number of the year) as placed in the column of the primes in the month 
of June points out the thirteenth day of the month for the new moon, de- 
duct from it four days and an half, and that will carry you back to the 
eighth of June, which is the true new moon. And fo likewife in this me- 
thod you may know by the fame kalendar on what day the new moon fhall 
happen in any month or year for ever. And thus far the explication of the 
Jewifo cycle of 84 years, and the account of that controverfy about it, 
which was raifed in this land among our Englijh anceftors, hath led me I 
fear into too long a digreflion. To return therefore to our hiftory. 

NIC A NO R having received orders from Demetrius again to renews. 161. 
the war againft the Jews, as hath been above-mentioned, k came with his Ju^s 
forces to Jerufalem, and there thought by craft and treachery to have till™' 
gotten Judas into his power: For having invited him to a conference, 
Judas relying on the late peace complyed with him herein, and came to* 
the place appointed, but finding that an ambufh was there laid treache- 
roufly to take him, he fled from his prefence, and after this all confidence 
was broken, and the war was again begun between them ; the firft aclion 
hereof was at Capharfalama, in which Nicanor having loft five thoufand 
of his men, retreated with the reft to Jerufalem, where being much en- 
raged by reafon of the defeat, 'he firft vented his wrath on Razis an 
eminent and honourable fenator of the Jewi/b fenate called the Sanhedrim. 
*or finding that he was much honoured and beloved by the Jews, not 
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only by reafon of his fteady and conllant perfeverance in his religion thro' 
the worft of times, but alio becaufe of the good and kind offices which 
he was ready on all occafions to do his people, Nicanor thought it would 
be an art of great difpleafure and defpight to the Jews to have him cut 
off, and therefore fent out a party of five hundred men to take him with 
intent to put him to death. But Razis being at a caitle of his, which he 
had in the countrey, there defended himfelf againft them for fome time 
with great valour, but at length finding he could hold out no longer, he 
fell upon his own fword ; but the wound not killing him, he caft himfelf 
headlong over the battlements of the turret whereon he fought ; and find- 
ing himfelf alive after that alfo, he thruft his hand into his wound, and 
pulling out his bowels, caft them upon the affailants, and fo died. The Jews 
for this reckoned him a martyr, but m St. Aujiin in his epiftle to c Dukitius 
condemns the fact as felf murther, and there gives reafons for it that can- 
not be anfwered. 

After this Nicanor n went up into the mountain of the temple, and 
there demanded that Judas and his hoft fhould be delivered to him, threat- 
ening that unlefs this were done, he would on his return pull down the 
altar, and burn the temple, and inftead of it build a temple to Bacchus in 
the fame place ; and at the fame time fpoke many other blafphemous words 
both againft the temple and the God of Ifrael that was worfliipped in it : 
Which fent all that wiflied well to Sion to their prayers againft him, and 
they were heard with thorough effect. For immediately after ° Nicanor 
marching out with his forces againft Judas, and coming to a battel with 
him, was flain in the firft onfet ; whereon the whole army caft away their 
arms and tied, and all the countrey riling upon them as they endeavoured 
to efcape, cut them all off to a man, there not being of his whole army, 
which confitted of thirty five thoufand men, fo much as one left to carry 
the news of this defeat to Antioch. Judas and his forces returning from 
the purfuit again to the field of battel, took the fpoils of the flain, and hav- 
ing found the body of Nicanor, they cut off his head, and alfo his right hand, 
which he had ftretched out fo proudly in his threatenings- againft the tem- 
ple, and hanged them up upon one of the towers of Jerufalern. This vi- 
ctory was obtained on the thirteenth of the Jewijb month Adar, and it be- 
ing a day of great deliverance to Ifrael, they rejoiced greatly in it, and or- 
dained that it fhould ever after be obferved as an anniverfary day of thankf- 
giving in commemoration of this mercy ; and they fo keep it even to this 
prefent time by the name of the day of Nicanor. And here endeth the hi- 
ftory of the fecond book of the Maccabees. 

JUDA S having fome refpite after this viftory, p fent an embaffy to the 
Romans; for having heard of their power, prowefs, and policy, he was 
detirous of making a league with them, hoping thereby to receive fome 
protection and relief againft the oppreffion of the Syrians ; and therefore 
for this end he made choice of Jafon the fon of Eleazar, and Eupolemtt 
the fon of that John i who in a like embaffy to Seleucm <Philo£ator obtain- 
ed from him a grant of all thofe privileges for the Jews, which Antiochus 
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Epf 'bmes would have afterwards altolifh'd, and feat them to 'Rome, where 
they were kindly received by the fehate, and a decree was made* that the 
Jews Should fee acknowledged as friends -and allies of the Romans , and a 
league of mutual defence be thenceforth eflabhlhed between them. And 
a fetter was Written from them to 'Demetrius r , requiring him to defift 
from any more vexing the Jews, and threatening him with war if he fhould 
not comply herewith. But before this letter was delivered, or the ambaf- 
fadors returned With the decree of the fenate to Jetujatem, Judas was 
dead. 

For '^Demetfim having received ah account of the defeat and death of 
Nicanor, s Tent Bacchides with Alcimus the feeond time into Jitd<ea, at the 
head of a very potent army, made up of the prime forces and flower of his 
militia. Judas on the coming of this army into Jndaa had no more than 
three thoufand men with him to oppofe them, who being terrified with 
the ftrength and number of the enemy, deferted their general all to eight 
hundred men ; yet With thefe few Judas, out of an excefs of valour 
and confidence, dared engage the numerous army of the adverfary ; but 
being ftverborn by their numbers, was flain in the conflict ; for which all 
Judah and Jernfalem made great lamentation ; and Jonathan and Simon his 
brothers taking up his dead body, buried him honourably at Modin in the 
fupulchre of his fore-fathers. 

The apoftates and others who were ill affe&ed to the true intereft and 
peace of their countf ey, 1 took the advantage of this lofs to lift up their 
heads again, and aft according to their evil inclinations in all parts of the 
land , and hereby Created great difturbahces in it : And moreover a very 
grievous famine happen'd at the fame time; and the prevailing faction hav- 
ing gotten moft of the provifions of the land into their power, this caufed 
great revoltings among the people, that fo thereby they might come at bread. 
And by this means Alcimus and his party greatly increafihg in ftrength, got 
the whole land into their power; and thereon the government being in all 
places put into the hands of wicked men, great inquifition and fearch was 
made for the friends and adherents of the Maccabaajis ; and fuch of 
them as Could be taken being brought to Bacchides, were put to death 
With all manner of cruelty and indignity; by reafon whereof there was fore 
affli&ion and great diftrefs in Iff del, fuch as had not been from the days of 
the prophets that returned from the Bdhyionijh captivity to that tithe, not 
excepting even the perfecuting times of Aiitiochus Epiphanes. Whereon 
" for the remedy of this great evil and rtiifery, all that wifhed wett to 
Sion flocked to Jonathan and made him their captain; and he thereott 
faking the government upon him, rofe up in the place of fudds his bro* 
tiler, and got forces together to reflft the enemy: Which Bacchides hear- 
ing of, endeavoured to have gotten him into his power that he might put 
him to death; whereon Jonathan and Simon his brother, with thofe that 
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were with, them fled into the wildernefs of Tekoa, and there encamped 
near the river of Jordan-, where being furrounded with a morafs on the 
one fide, and the river on the other, they could not be eafily come at. 
But that they might the better fecure their goods and baggage from all 
the events of war, w they fent all their carriages under the conduct of John 
the brother of Jonathan and Simon to their friends the Nabathteans, to be 
depofited with , them till they fliould be in a better condition again to re- 
ceive them. But while John was on his way thither, the Jambrians, a tribe 
of the Arabs then living at Medaba formerly a city of the Moabites, iflued 
out from thence upon him, and having flain him and thofe that were 
with him, took all that they had and carried it away for a prey. 

Not long after x Jonathan and Simon understanding that a great marriage 
was to be folemnized at Medaba, between one of the chief men of the Jam- 
brians and a daughter of one of the prime nobles of Canaan, and having 
gotten notice of the day when the bride was to be conducted home to her 
Bridegroom, way-laid them in the mountains ; from whence having a full 
fight of the bride's being earned on with great pomp and attendance, and 
the bridegroom's marching out with like pomp to meet and receive her, 
as foon as they perceived both companies were joined together, they rofe 
up againft. them from the place where they lay in ambufh, and flew them 
all, excepting only fome few that efcaped by flying to the mountains, and 
took all their fpoils ; and having thus revenged the death of their brother re- 
turned again to their former camp. Of which Bacchides * having received 
intelligence marched thither againft. them, and having made himfelf matter 
of 1 the pafs that led, to their encampment aflaulted them in it on the fabbath- 
day, expecting then to find np refiftance from them, becaufe of the religious 
veneration which he underftood they had for that day. But Jonathan re- 
minding his people of the : determination that was made in this cafe in 
the time of Mattathias M\% father, exhorted them valiantly to refill the 
enemy when thus ' prefled to it by neceflity, notwithftanding it was the 
fabbath-day,"and all accordingly complyed herewith, and in defence of 
themfelves- flew of the affailants about a thoufand men ; but finding, that 
they muft at length be overpowered by their numbers, they caft them- 
felves into the river Jordan and fwam over to the other fide and fo 
efcaped.: For Bacchides purfuing them no farther returned again to Je- 
rusalem, where having given order for the fortifying of feveral cities and 
ftrong holds, throughout Judaa in places beft convenient for it, he put 
ftrong garrifons in them that he might thereby the better keep the coun- 
trey in fubjection, and the eaiier fupprefs all thofe of the contrary party 
that, mould rife up againft him. And efpecially he took care to repair 
and fortify well the fortrefs of mount Acra in Jerufalem, and having 
fully furnifhed it with men and provifions, he took of the children of the 
chief men of the countrey and put them into it, ordering them there to 
be kept as hoftages for the fidelity of their fathers and friends, and fo 
-ended the year. 

A». 160. j N t h e nexc year after *died Alcimm, the great troubler of Ifrael. For 
than 1. after having by the power of Bacchides fully eftablifhed himfelf in the 
pontificate, he fet himfelf to make feveral alterations for the corrupting of 



jw 1 Maccab. is. 3?, 36. Jofephus ibid. »i Maccab. ix. 37 41. Jofephus ibid. 

"j 1 Maccab. i^, 45 f3- Jofephus lib. 13. cap. 1. 2 1 Maccab. ix. f4 J-& 



Book IV. t he Old and New Testament- 1?7 

the then well fettled ftate of the Jewijh religion, in Order to the bringing 
of it to a nearer agreement with the heathen. And whereas round the 
fanftuary there was built by the order of the later prophets Haggat and 
Zechariab a low wall or enclofure called the a Chel, to ferve for the fepa- 
rating of the holy part of the mountain of the houfe from the unholy ; 
and the rule was, that within this no uncircumcifed perfon was ever to en- 
ter, Alcimus in order to take away this diftinftion, and give the Gentile 
equal liberty with the Jews to pafs into the inner courts of the temple, 
ordered this wall of partition to be pulled down. But while it was a do- 
ing he was fmitten by the hand of God with a palfy, and fuddenly died 

°^When b Bacchides faw that Alcimus was dead, for whbfe fake he came 
into Judaa, he returned again to Antioch, and the land had quiet from 
all moleftations from the Syrians for two years. It's mod likely 'Demetrius 
had by this time received the letters that were fent to him from the Ro- 
mans in behalf of the Jews, and thereupon gave Bacchides orders to fur- 
ceafe his vexations of that people, and that it was in obedience to thofe 
orders that on the death of Alcimus he took that occafion to leave that 
countrey. 

For c 'Demetrius about this time labouring all he could to get the Ro- 
mans to favour him, was now more than ordinary cautious not to give 
them any offence, and therefore was the more ready to comply with 
any thing they fhould defire. It hath been before related in what man- 
ner he fled from Rome, whert he was ah hoftage there, and how contrary 
to the mind of the fenate he feized Syria and flew Antiochus Enpator+ 
whom they had confirmed in that kingdom, and there reigned in his ftead ; 
for which reafon they being much difpleafed with him had not as yet fa- 
luted him King, nor renewed the league with him which they had made 
with his predecefTors. This Demetrius was very fblicitous to have done, 
and in order thereto was at this time making ufe of all methods to gain 
their favour. And therefore hearing that the Romans had then three am- 
tjaffadors at the court of Ariarathes King of Cappadocia, he fent Meiio^ 
chares one of his prime minifters thither to treat with them about this 
matter, and on his return finding by the report which he made him of 
what had pafTed in this treaty, that the good offices of thefe ambaffadors 
were abfolutely neceffary for the gaining of his point, he fent again to 
them, firft into 'Pamphylia, and after that again to Rhodes, promifing 
every thing they fhould defire, and never leaving foliciting and preffing 
them, till at length by their interpofition all was granted him that he foli- 
cited for, and the Romans acknowledged him for King of Syria, and re- 
newed the leagues of his predecefTors with him. 

Whereon the next year after d he fent the fame Menochares with » 
others in a folemn embaffy to Rome for the farther cultivating of their £rT 
friendfhip with him. They carried thither a crown of gold of the value 
of ten thoufand gold peices of money for a prefent to the fenate, in ac- 
knowledgment of the kind and free entertainment he had received from 
them, while he was an hoftage at Rome with them. And they alfo 
brought with them Lej>tines and Ifocrates to be delivered into their 
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hands for the death of OStavius. I have above related how this Leptines 
flew O&avius at Lasdicea in Syria, while he was in that countrey on an 
embaffy from the Remans. Ificrates was a talkative Greek, and by pro- 
feffion a grammarian ; he being then in Syria when this murder was com- 
mitted, undercook on all occafions to fpeak in the juftification of it ; for 
which reafon being taken into cuftody he grew diftradted, and fo continued 
ever after. But there was no occafion of feizing Leptines, he freely 
offered himfelf to go to Rome there to anfwer for the facf, and accord- 
ingly without any conftraint accompanied the ambaffadors thither, and 
altho' he conftantly owned the faft, yet at the fame time he as confident- 
ly affured himfelf, he fliould fuffer no hurt from the Romans for it ; and 
fo it accordingly happen'd. As to the ambalfadors, the fenate received 
them with due refpefts, and kindly accepted of the prefent they brought, 
but would not meddle with the perfons. The taking vengeance of thefe 
two men they thought was too fmall a fatisfadfion for the murder of their 
ambaflador, and therefore they kept that matter {till upon the fame foot, 
referving to themfelves the farther enquiry into it, and the demand from 
the whole nation of the Syrians (on whom in general they charged the 
guilt) of fuch fatisfadtion, as on a full and thorough cognizance of the 
caufe mould be judged adequate to it. 

About this" time c Holophernes, the pretended elder brother of Aria- 
rathes King of Cappadocia, laying claim to that kingdom came to Deme- 
trius to folicit his help for the recovering of it. „_ Ariarathes the father had 
to his wife Antiochis the daughter of Antiochus the Great King of Syria. 
She f having lived fome years without children, and therefore believing 
that flie lhouid never have any, to help the matter feigned her felf to be 
with child, and thereon, pretending to be delivered firft of one fon, and 
afterwards again of another by the fame trick, flie thus brought in two 
fuppofititious children to be heirs of the royal family, the firft of which was 
called Ariarathes, and the other Holophernes. By which it appears, that 
the bringing in of falfe births for the inheriting of crowns is no new thing 
in the world. But after the Queen proving truly to be with child, and 
being delivered without fraud, firft of one daughter, and next of another, 
and in the laft place of a fon, me confelTed the whole deceit. Whereon 
that the falfe fons might not be heirs to the wrong of the true, they were 
fent away into foreign parts, the eldeft of them to Rome, and the other, 
which was this Holophernes, into Ionia, with fums of money fufficient 
there to educate and maintain them. And the true fon, at firft called 
Mithridates thenceforth taking his father's name, was declared his true 
heir, and accordingly after his death fucceeded him in the kingdom. And 
this is that Ariarathes King of Cappadocia, of whom we now fpeak, and 
againtt whom Holophernes made the claim I have mentioned. Demetrius 
had not long before « offered him his fitter Laodice in marriage, but flie 
having been widow to Terfeus King of Maeedon an enemy to the Romans, 
and Demetrius himfelf not being yet in good grace with them, Ariarathes 
feared he might by this match give them offence, and therefore rejedkd 
the offer. This Demetrius refented, and while he was under thefe re- 
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fentments Hohphemes came to him. And therefore having cafily obtain- 
ed his afliftance, by the ftrength and power thereof J 'he expelled Ariara- 
thes, though aliifted by Eumenes King of Tergamus, and reigned in his 
Head: But i by his rapine, cruelty, and other male-adminiilrations, hclbou 
made himfelf odious to all the people of his kingdom. 

This afliftance, which Eumenes gave Ariarathes, was one of the lafl 
afts of his life, for k he died Toon after, having reigned at Tergamus thirty- 
eight years. By his will he bequeathed his kingdom 1 to Attains his bro- 
ther, who accordingly fucceeded him in it. 'He had a fon by Stratonice 
his Queen, inter to Ariarathes the King of Cappadocia Jaft mentioned, but 
he being an infant at the time of his father's death was then incapable of 
adminiftring the government, and therefore Eumenes rather chofe to put 
Attains into the prefent pofFeilion of rhe crown referving to his fon the 
next fucceffion after him. And Attains deceived not his expectation 
herein ; for after his brother's death he married his wife, and took care of 
his fon, and left him his kingdom at his death, after he had reigned in it 
twenty years, preferring him herein to his own fons for the fake of that 
truft, which his brother had repofed in him, as will be hereafter related 
in its proper place. 

J ON AT 'HA N having had two years quiet, and thereby brought his An - r * s - 
affairs to fome fettlement in Jndaa y m the adverfe faft ion being hereby /hTn 3. 
excited with envy againft him fent to the Syrian court at Antioch, and 
there procured that Bacchides was again ordered into that land with a 
great army. The authors of this mifchief propofed to feize Jonathan, 
and all thofe of his party in one and the fame night throughout the land, 
as foon as the army mould arrive to back them in the enterprize, and all 
things were accordingly laid in order to it. And therefore Bacchides on 
his entring the borders of Judaa fent them letters to appoint the time for 
the executing of the plot in the manner as had been concerted between 
them. But the dellgn being difcovered, Jonathan got his forces toge- 
ther, "feized fifty of the confpirators, and having put them to death thereby 
quelled all the reft ; and fo the whole mifchief, that was intended againft 
him, was totally qaafh'd and defeated. But not being ffrong enough to 
ftand againft fo great a force as Bacchides brought againft him, °he retired 
to Bethbaji a place ftrongly fituated in the wildemefs, and having well 
repaired its former fortifications, and furnifhed it with all things neceflary 
he there purpofed to make defence againft the enemy; whereon Bac- 
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c hides marched thither with all his army to befiege him, and called thither 
to him all the Jews, that were in the Syrian intereft, to affill him herein, 
On his approach Jonathan left Simon his brother with one part of his 
forces to defend the place, and he with the other part took the field to 
harrafs the adverfary abroad ; and accordingly he did cut off feveral of 
their parties, as they went out to forage, fmote and deftroyed others that 
adhered to them, and fometimes made impreffions upon the out-skirts of 
thofe that lay at the fiege to the disturbing and difordering of the whole 
army. And at the fame time Simon as valiantly did his part in Betbbaji, 
ilrenuoufly defending himfelf therein, making frequent fallies, and burn- 
ing the engines of war provided againft the place. By p which fuccefs of 
the two brothers Bacchides being made weary of the war grew very angry 
with thofe who had been the authors of bringing him to it, and having 
put feveral of them to death purpofed to raife the fiege and depart the 
countrey, of which Jonathan having notice took hold of the opportunity 
to fend meffages to him for an accommodation, which Bacchides gladly 
receiving made peace with Jonathan and his party, and all prifoners being 
thereon reftored on both fides Bacchides fwore, that he would never more 
do any harm to the Jews as long as he fliould live, which he accordingly 
made good ; for as foon as the peace was ratified and executed on both 
ildes, he departed, and never afterwards came any more into that coun- 
trey. Whereon Jonathan fettled in peace at Michmajh, a town lying to 
the north of Jerufalem ''at the diftance of nine miles from it, and there 
governed I/rael according to the law, cut off all that apoftatized from it, 
and reftored again juftice and righteoufhefs in the land, and reformed, as 
far as he could, all that was amifs either in church or ftate. 
•j^n- ARIARATHESb€m% driven out of his kingdom of Cappadocia by 
than%. 'Demetrius and Holophernes, in the manner as hath been above related, 
r came to Rome for relief ; and thither came alfo ambafladors from Deme- 
trius and Holophernes, to juftify what they had done againft him. Who 
being able fpeakers, and making their appearance with great fplendor and 
ihow of riches, as coming from Princes in poffeflion of. their kingdoms, 
eafily overbore by the power of their oratory, and the power of their in- 
tereft, a poor exiled prince, who had no one elfe to fpeak for him, or 
any other intereft to fupport him in his caufe, fave only the juftnefs of it; 
and therefore they obtained the determination of the fenate on their fide 
againft him. However 5 feeing Ariarathes had been formerly declared, 
and often owned as a friend and ally of the Romans, they would not 
wholly difpoffefs him, but ordered him and Holophernes to reign together. 
But this partnerfhip did not laft long ; for Holophernes having by his many 
male-adminiftrations utterly alienated the affections of the Cappadocians 
from him, they were all ready to declare againft him for Ariarathes on 
the firft occafion that fhould offer : Of which Attains King of 'Pergatnus 
being fully informed c fent Ariarathes fuch ailiftance, as enabled him. to 
drive Holophernes out of the countrey, and again reinftate himfelf in the 
poffeffion of the whole kingdom. Hereon Holophernes retreated to An- 
tioch, carrying thither with him a treafure fufficient to fupport him ; for 
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before this turn of his affairs fufpecting that which happen'd, » he got toge- 
ther a great -fum of money to the value of four hundred talents of filver, 
and depofed it with the * Trienians, among whom he was bred , as a re- 
ferve for all events. This money Ariarathes after the recovery of his king- 
dom demanded of the Trienians, as that which of right belonged to him, 
becaufe raifed out of the revenues of his crown. But the Trienians being 
of old famous for their jurlice, refolved to make good that character on 
this occafion, and therefore would not be induced by any felicitations or 
threats to pay him the money ; but tho' they fuffered much both from At- 
tains as well as from Ariarathes for the refufal, continued true to their 
truft, and reftored the whole fum to Holophernes ; and with this money he 
might have lived in plenty and eafe at Antioch, could any thing lefs than 
reigning have there contented him. 

TTO LEMT Thyfcon, King of Libya and Gyrene, having by his ill and 
cruel management of the government , and his very wicked and vicious 
conducf, juftly incurred the general diflike and odium of his fubjects, it 
happen'd x that fome of them lying in wait for him , fell upon him and 
wounded him in feveral places, thinking to have flain him. This he 
charged upon King Thilometor his brodier, and as foon as he was recover- 
ed he went again to Rome with his complaint againft him ; fhewing the fe- 
nate the fears of his wounds, and accufing him of having employed the af- 
faffins from whom he received them. And altho' King Thilometor was ? a 
perfon of fo great benignity and good nature, that of all men living he was 
the moft unlikely ever to have given the leaft countenance to fuch a fact ; 
yet the fenate, by reafon of the difguft which they had conceived againft 
him for his not fubmitting to their decree about Cyprus, yielded fo eafy an 
ear to this falfe accufation, that taking it all to be-true, they would not fo 
much as hear what the ambaffadors of Thilometor had to fay on the other 
fide for the refutation of this charge, but ordered them forthwith to be 
gone from Rome ; and then fent five ambafladors to conduct Thyfcon to 
Cyprus, and put him in poffeffion of that ifland, and wrote letters to all their 
allies in thofe parts to furnifh him with forces for this purpofe. 

By which means Thyfcon having gotten together an army which he^ T 
thought fufficient for the compaffing of his defign, landed with them onJona- 
the ifland for the pofTeiling of himfelf of it; hut being there "encounter'd thaH 6 
by Thilometor, he was vanquifhed in battel, and forced into Lapitbo a city 
in that ifland ; where being purfued , mut up, and befieged, he was at 
length taken prifoner in the place , and delivered into the hands of Thi- 
lometor, who out of his great clemency dealt much better with him than 
he deferved 4 For.althO' his demerits were fuch as might juftly have provoked 
from him the utmoft feverities, yet he remitted all ; and not only pardon- 
ed him when his offences againft him were fuch as every body elfe would have 
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judg'd unpardonable ; but alfo reflored to him Libya and Cyrene, and ad- 
ded fome other territories to them to Compenfate for his detaining Cyprus 
from him ; and hereby the war between the two brothers was wholly end- 
ed, and never after again revived, the Romans being aftiamed it feems any 
more to oppofe themfelves againft fo generous a clemency: For there 
is no more mention from this time of their farther interpofal in this 
matter. 

THILOMETOR having thus finifhed the Cyprian war againft his 
brother, left the command of that ifland on his return to Alexandria to 
Archias one of the chief of his confidents. But he was deceived in the 
man ; for he had not been long in this truft, a e're he agreed with Deme- 
trius King of Syria for five hundred talents to betray the iiland to him : But 
difcovery being made hereof, he hanged himfelf to avoid the punifliment 
which that treachery deferved. He had formerly with great fidelity ad- 
hered to his matter when he was driven out of his kingdom, and b accom- 
panied him to Rome, when he went thither for help in his diftfefs. But 
tho' his fidelity was of proof in that cafe, it was not fo in this other ; for 
being a greedy man , he could not hold out againft money, and there- 
fore fold himfelf for the fum I have mentioned, and periftied in the 
bargain. 

yhi. 1 3-4. D EME TR IV S giving himfelf wholly up to luxury and eafe, lived at 
than'- t * me a ver y 0C ^ atl(i ^ otn ^ ul hfe ; f° r having c built him a caftle near 

nan Antioch, and ftrongly fortified it with four towers , . he there fliut himfelf 
up, and cafting-orT all care of the publick, devoted himfelf wholly to his 
eafe and his pleafure; the chief of which laft was drinking, which he in- 
dulged to that excefs^that d he was ufually drunk for the major part of 
every day that he there" J .hVd. Whereby it came to pafs, that no petitions 
being admitted, no grievances redrefied, nor anyjullice duly adminiftred, 
the whole bufmefs of the government was at a Itand ; which juftly giving 
difguft to all his fubjects, they entered into a confpiracy for the depoiing 
of him. And Holophernes then living at Antioch ~, joined with them in it 
againft his benefactor, hoping on the fuccefs thereof to afcend his throne, 
and there reign in his ftead. Of which difcovery being made, Holophernes was 
thereon clapp'd up in prifon ; for "Demetrius thought fit not to put him to 
death, that he might ftill have him in referve to let loofe upon Ariarathes, 
as future occafions fhould require. However, notwithftanding this dete- 
ction the confpiracy ftill went on : For Ttolemy being difgufted by Deme- 
trius'* late attempt upon Cyprus, and Attains and Ariarathes being alike 
provoked by the wars which he had made upon them on the behalf of Ho* 
lophemes, they all three joined together for the encouraging of the confpi- 
ratofs againft him, and employed Heraclides to fubdrn one to take on him 
the pretence of being fon to Antiochus Epiphanes, and under that title to 
claim the crown of Syria. This Heraclides was, as f I have before related, 
a great favourite of Antiochus Epiphanes, and his treafurer in the province 
of Babylon, while Timarchus his brother, another like favourite of that 
King's, was governor of it. But on the coming of Demetrius to the crown, 
thefe two brothers being found to have been guilty of great mifdemeanors, 
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Timarchus was put to death ; but Heraclides making his cfcape out of the 
kingdom, took up his refidence at Rhodes, s where being put on work to 
form this plot, and having accordingly found out in that place a youth of 
very mean and obfeure condition called Balas, that was every way fit for 
the purpofe, he drefled him up, and thoroughly inftrucled him for the 
afting of his part in it. 

And when he had thus exacfly formed him for the impofture, he firft a». 15-3- 
procured him to be owned by the three Kings above mentioned, and then J°™" 8 
h carried him to Rome, taking along with him Laodice, who was truly the 1 an 
daughter of Antiochus Epiphanes, thereby to give the better colour to the 
fraud : And on his arrival thither, by his craft and fedulous folicitation gain- 
ed him to be owned there alfo, and 'procured from the fenate a decree in 
his behalf, not only to permit him to return into Syria for the recovery 
of that kingdom, but likewife to have their afliftance in order to it. For 
the fenators, though they plainly enough difcerned all to be fidHon and 
impofture that was alledged on the behalf of Balas, yet out of difguft to 
^Demetrius they ftruck in with it, and made this decree in favour of the 
impoftor; by virtue whereof he raifed forces, and with them failing to Tto- 
lemals in Taleftine, k feized that city, and there by the name of Alexander 
the fon of Antiochus Epiphanes took upon him to be King of Syria, and 
great numbers out of their difaffection to "Demetrius flocked thither 
to him. 

This brought 'Demetrius out of his cattle to provide for his defence,- 
in order whereto 1 he got all the forces together that he could, and Alexan- 
der armed as faft on his part. And the afliftance of Jo7iathan being like to 
carry great weight with it to that fide he fhould declare for, both courted 
his friendfhip. And firft m a letter was wrote to him from Tfemetrius, con- 
flicting him the King's general in Judaa, and authorizing him to raife for- 
ces, and provide them with arms to come to his afliftance ; and command- 
ing that the hoftages which were in the fortrefs at Jerujdlem mould be de- 
livered to him. Jonathan on the receiving of this letter went up to Je- 
rufalem, and caufed it there to be read in the hearing of thofe in the for- 
trefs, and then by virtue of it demanded the hoftages ; which they accor- 
dingly delivered to him : For finding him invefted with fuch authority 
from the King, they were afraid and durft not withftand him in this matter. 
And therefore all the hoftages which Bacchides had taken of the Jews and 
fhut up in that fortrefs, for the fecuring of the fidelity of their fathers and 
friends to the Syrian intereft, being reftored to thofe from whom they 
were taken, and the reftraint put upon them hereby again removed, great 
numbers flocked to Jonathan for the ftrengthening of him ; whereby he 
grew to fuch power, that n thofe forces which Bacchides had placed in gar- 
rifons all over the countrey, finding themfelves not ftrong enough to hold 
out againft him, left their fortrefles and fled away ; only Bethfura and the 
fortrefs at Jerufalem ftill held out : For the garrifon fbldiers in both thefe 
two places being moft of them apoftate Jews, they had no where elfe to 
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flee to, and therefore in this defperate cafe had nothing elfe to depend 
upon, but by Handing out to defend themfelves to the utmoft. Hereon 
Jonathan fettling at Jerufalem began to repair the city, and new fortify it 
on every fide, and caufed the wall round the mountain of the temple, which 
had been pulled down by Antiochus Eupator y to be again rebuilt. 

ALE XAND E R hearing what Demetrius had done to gain Jonathan 
on his fide, ° fent alfo his propofals to him ; whereby he granted to him 
that he ftiould be High-prieft of the Jews, and be p called the King's friend ; 
and he fent him ''a purple robe, and a crown of gold, as enfigns of the 
great dignity which he hereby inverted him with (none but Princes and 
nobles of the firft rank being allowed in thofe days to be cloathed in pur- 
ple.) Of which Demetrius having received notice, r refolved to outbid 
Alexander for the gaining of fo valuable an ally, and therefore fent a ie- 
cond meifage to Jonathan., offering all that Alexander did, with the addi- 
tion of many other extraordinary grants and privileges both to him and all 
his people, in cafe he would declare for him and come to his afliftance. 
But it being remembred how bitter an enemy he had been to all that ad- 
hered to the true Jewifl) intereft, and how muchruine and opprellion he had 
brought upon that whole nation, they durft not confide in him ; but look- 
ing on all his offers to be only fuch as were extorted from him by the ne- 
celfity of his affairs, and which he would all immediately contravene and 
revoke whenever his fortunes fhould be again reftored, they refolved ra- 
ther to enter into league with Alexander : And therefore Jonathan 5 accept- 
ing of his grant of the High-prieft's office, and having alfo for it the con- 
fent of all the people, did on the feaft of tabernacles which foon after en- 
fued put on the pontifical robe, and then officiated as High-prieft, after 
that office from the death of Alcimus had been now vacant feven years. 
And from this time the office of High-prieft of the Jews became fettled 
in the family of the Afinonaans , and continued in it for feveral defcents, 
till the time of Herod, 1 who changed it from an office of inheritance to 
that of arbitrary will and pleafure. For from that time thofe that were in 
power did put in and put out the High-priefts as they thought fit, till at 
length the office was extinguifh'd in the dellruclion of the temple by the 
Romans. From the time of the return from the Babylonijh captivity the 
office of High-prieft of the Jews had been in the family of Jozadack, and 
was tranfmitted down in it by lineal defcent to Onias the third of the name 
that was in that office ; who being outed of it by the fraud of Jafon his 
brother, and he again by the like fraud of Menelaus* another of thofe bro- 
thers, Alcimus was next after the death of Menelaus put into this office 
by the command of the King of Syria. Jofephus tells us, that he was not 
of the pontifical family, by which he means normore than that he was not 
of the defcendants of Jozadack, tho' of the family of Aaron : For that he 
u is faid to be, and that was enough to qualify him for the Qffice, every 
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defcendant of Aaron being equally capable of it; Whether the Afmonaans 
were of that, race of Jozadack or not is not any where faid ,- only this is 
certain, that they were of the courfe w of Joarib, which was x the firft clafs 
of the fons of Aaroti: And therefore on the failure of the former pontifi- 
cal family (which had then happen'd on the flight of Onias the fon of 
Onias into Egypt) they had the beft right then to fucceed. And with this 
right Jonathan took the office, when nominated to it by the King then 
reigning in Syria-, and aifo elecled thereto by the general fuffrage of all the 
people of the land. 

Both Kings having with their armies taken the field, Demetrius, who i S1 . 
wanted neither courage nor underftanding when out of his drunken fits, 
y in the firft battel had the victory, but he gained no advantage by it : For c an 9 
Alexander being * fpeedily recruited by the three Kings that firft fet him 
wp, and llrongly fupported by them, and having alfo the Romans and Jo- 
nathan On his fide, was enabled thereby ftill to maintain his caufe : And 
the Syrians continued, out of the averfion they had to Demetrius, ftill to 
make great defertions from him. Whereon "Demetrius fearing where all 
this might end, * fent his two fons Demetrius and Antiochus ( who both 
afterwards reigned in Syria) to Cnidus, and there committed them with 
a great treafure to the care of a friend of his, which he had in that city ; 
that fo in cafe the worft mould happen to him in this war, they might there 
be fecured out of the reach of any fatal ftroke from it, and be referved 
for fuch future turn of affairs as fortune fliould afterwards offer in their 
favour. 

About this time there appeared another impoftor, one h Andrifcus of A». tfi. 
Adramyttium in My/la, a young man of as mean condition in that place as J" na ' 
Alexander had been at Rhodes; who thinking to play the fame game for' an l °' 
the kingdom of Macedoti, that the other had for the kingdom of Syria* 
pretended to be fon to King Terfeus, who laft reigned in Macedon ; and 
taking on him the name of 'Philip, by virtue of this title claimed to reign 
in that countrey : But finding his pretence at that time to be but little re- 
garded there, he applied himfelf to Demetrius at Antioch, hoping that 
fince the Romans had encouraged one impoftor againft him, he might the 
eafier be induced to encourage another againft them. But Demetrius fee- 
ing plainly thorough the falfeneis of his pretence, caufed him to be feized 
and fent to Rome. This he did, either that he thought hereby to ingra- 
tiate himfelf with the Romans, or elfe rather, that he would not counte- 
nance a fraud which was the fame with that which he was then fuffering 
under. But on this impoftor's being delivered at Rome , the Romans de- 
fpifing and neglecting him, c he made his efcape thence into Macedonia 
where he kindled fuch a war as coft the Romans the expence of a 
great deal of time, and alfo a great deal of blood and treafure again to 
quench it. 

In the interim the two contenders for the crown of Syria having drawn A«. i S c 
together all their forces, d committed the determination of their caufe to a J ° na " 
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decifive battel. / -In the firtt onfet Demetrins's left wing put the oppofite 
wing of the enemy to flight, but purfuing them too far (a fault in war 
which hath loft many victories, and yet is {till committed) by the time 
they came back the right wing, in which 'Demetrius fought in perfon, 
was overborn, and he {lain in the rout. As long as he could face the 
enemy he omitted nothing either of valour or conduct for the obtaining 
of better fuccefs, but at length in the retreat his horfe having plunged 
him into a bog, they that purfued him there fliot at him with their arrows 
till he died, after having reigned in Syria twelve years. 

ALEX ANT) ER by this victory having made himfelf mafter of the 
whole Syrian empire e feiit to 'Ptolemy King of Egypt, to defire that Cleo. 
fatra his daughter might be given him in marriage, which Ptolemy con- 
senting to, carried her to Ptolemais, and there married her unto him. 
Jonathan being invited to the wedding f went thither, and was received 
with great favour by both Kings, efpecially by Alexander, who to do him 
the greater honour caufed him to be cloathed in purple, and ordered him 
to be enrolled among the chief of s his friends, and to take place near him 
among the firft Princes of his Kingdom. And he conftituted him alfo 
general of his forces in Jtidea, and gave him the office of h Meridarches 
in his palace ; and whereas many that maligned him came to Ptolemais 
there to prefer libels of accufation againft him, Alexander would receive 
none of them, but caufed it to be proclaimed all oVer the city, that no one 
{hould prefume to fpeak evil of him, whereon all his enemies fled from 
thence, and Jonathan returned with honour again into Judaa. 
fona- 49 ' ONI AS the fon of Onias, who on his being difappointed of the High- 
thaniz. priefthood on the death of his uncle Menelaus fled into Egypt (as hath 
been above related) there fo far ingratiated himfelf with King Ptolemy 
Philometor and Cleopatra his Queen, that he 5 gained the chief of their 
confidence in all their affairs. For he was a great foldier, and a great po- 
litician ; and thereby became advanced to the higheft poll both in the army, 
and in the court ; and having by the ftrength of his intereft introduced 
another Jew called T)oJithem into the like favour, they two had the chief 
management of the government during the latter end of Philometor 's reign, 
And Onias having this power and intereft with the King, made ufe of it at 
this time 15 to obtain from him licence to build a temple for the Jews in 
Egypt like that at Jerufalem, with a grant for him and his defcendants to 
be always High-priefts in it. For the obtaining of the King's confent here- 
to he fet forth to him, that the building of fuch a temple for the Jews in 
Egypt would be for the intereft of his crown ; that jerufalem being with- 
in the territories of the King of Syria, the going of the Egyptian Jews 
thither annually to worlhip might give occafion for the feducing of them 
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to the Syrian inter eft ; that therefore it ought to be prevented ; and that 
the building for them a temple in Egypt would not only molt effeaually 
do this but alfo draw many other Jews thither from Judaa, and other 
parts, for the better peopling and {lengthening of his kingdom. But his 
o-reateft difficulty was to reconcile the Jews to this new invention, their 
conllant notion having hitherto been, that Jernfalem was the only place, 
which God had chofen for his wormip ; and that it was fin to facrifice to 
him upon any altar elfewhere. To fatisfy them as to this he produced to 
them the prophecy of Ifaiah, where it is faid '/« that day jh all five cities 
in the land of Egypt /peak the language <?f Canaan, and fwear to the Lord 
ofHofts ; one Jhall be called the city of deftmction. In that day Jhall there 
be an altar unto the Lord in the midfi of the land of Egypt, and a pilar 
at the border thereof unto the Lord. And having interpreted this place of 
holy fcripture (which was truly meant only of the future flate of the 
Gofpel in that countrey) as if it refpected the then prefent times, he pre- 
vailed with all of his nation in Egypt to underfiand it fo too, and thus 
ferved his purpofe by it. And therefore having thus gained the King and 
alfo the Jews that were in Egypt to approve of his project, m he imme- 
diately fet about the building. The place, which he chofe for it, was a 
plot of ground within the Nomos or prefecture of Heliopolis, at the di- 
ftance of about 2.4 miles from Memphis, where had formerly ltood an old 
temple of Bubaftis (which was another name of IJis the great goddefs of 
the Egyptians) but it was then wholly neglected and demolilhed, and 
therefore having rid the ground of its ruins and rubbifh he there built up- 
on the fame fpot his new Jewijh temple. He made it exactly according to 
the pattern of that at Jerufalem tho' not altogether fo high nor fo fumptu- 
ous, and there he placed an altar for burnt-offerings, an altar of incenfe, 
a fliew-bread table, and all other inftruments and utenfils neceffary for the 
Jewijh fervice in the fame manner as in the temple at Jernfalem, fave 
only that he had not there a golden candleitick of feven branches, in the 
holy place, as was in that other temple, but infiead of it had one great 
lamp hung there in its place by a golden chain from the roof of the houfe. 
It is the opinion of a " very learned man, that he was led to the choice of 
the prefecture of Heliopolis for the erecting of his temple in it by the fame 
prophecy of Ifaiah above recited, as then reading in the Hebrew text the 
word Hacheres for the word Haheres ; as if inftead of Air haheres y earner 
Leachath (i. e. one Jhall be called the city of dejlrutlion, as in our Englijb 
tranflation) the reading then was Air hacheres yeamer Leachath (i. e. one 
jhall be called the city of the fun, i. e. Heliopolis, for that name in Greek 
fignifieth "the city of the fun.) And fo much muft be faid for this conceit 
that in the Hebrew alphabet the letter n (i. e. Ch) and the letter n (i. e. H) 
are fo much alike, that they may by tranferibers very eafily be miftaken 
the one for the other, and thereby a various reading be made in that 
place. And it is certain that in the time of Jonathan Ben Uzziel the 
Chaldee paraphrafer of the prophets, who lived not much above an hundred 
years after the erecting of this temple, there was a doubt, whether Cheres, 
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or Heres, was the true reading in that place, tho' there be no Keri Cetib 
at it, and therefore in paraphrafing of that text he took both in, and ren- 
ders the place, the city of the temple of the /tin, which is to be defrayed, 
Jhall be faid to be one of them. For which interpretation no other reafon 
can be given, but that it being then uncertain, which of the two readings 
was the true one, he folv'd the difficulty by taking in both. But the true 
reafon why Onias built his temple in this place was, he had the govern- 
ment of this Nomos or Prefecture under the King, and had there given 
unto him a large territory, whereon he built a city, which from his name 
he called p Onion, and planted all that territory with Jeisus, and therefore 
he could not find a place more to the advantage and convenience either 
of himfelf or his people any where elfe for it. And after he had thus built 
his temple he furrounded the Area, within which it flood, with an high 
brick wall, and placed Priefts and Levites to officiate in it, and from that 
time the divine fervice was therein daily carried on in the fame manner, 
and order, as in the temple at Jerufalem, till at length after the deftrufti- 
on of J erufalem and its temple, this temple alfo iwas firft Ihut up, and 
afterwards wholly demolifhed and deftroyed with the city of Onion, in 
which it flood, by the command of Vefpafian the Roman Emperor, about 
two hundred twenty four years after it had been firft built. 

In favour of this temple of Onias the feptuagint render the paflage of 
Ifaiah above-mentioned HoMg Ao-e&x, xtydriTtlcu j pia. 7roA»j, i. e. one of the 
Cities Jhall be called Afedek, intimating thereby, as if the original were 
neither Air haheres, nor Air Hacheres, but Air Hazedek, i. e. the city of 
righteoufhefs; which is a plain corrupting of the text to make it fpeak for 
the honour and approbation of the temple of Onias, which was there built. 
From whence thefe two inferences are plainly deducible. i% That the 
tranflation of the Hebrew fcriptures, which we call the feptuagint, was 
made by the Jews of Egypt, who worlhipped God at the temple of Onias ; 
and z dly , that this part of it, which gives us the verfion of Ifaiah (and the 
fame may be faid as to the other prophets) was made after that temple 
was built ; which agrees exactly with what I have above written of the 
original of this verfion, that is, i. That it was firft made for the ufe of 
the helleniftical Jews of Alexandria. 2,. That it was not made all at the 
fame time, but by parts at different times, as they needed it for the ufe 
of their fynagogues. 3. That they needed it for that ufe, as foonas there 
Was a neceflity for the reading of the fcriptures in the Greek language in 
the faid fynagogues. 4. That this neceflity begun as foon as the Greek 
became the common language of the Jews in that place, and their own 
was worn out and forgot among them, which happen'd about the time of 
'Ptolemy *Philadelphus King of Egypt. <$. That till the time of the 
Maccabees the law only having been read in their fynagogues, till that time 
they , needed none other of the fcriptures, but the law only, to have been 
translated for this ufe, and therefore till then no more of them than the 



vWhen Antipater and Mithridates were marching with forces to the affiftance of Julius Cxfar in bis 
Alexandrian war, Jofcphus tells us (atrtiq. lib. 14. c. 14.) that they were oppofed in their paffagc by 
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law was put into the Greek language. 6. That when the of,J?ru/a- 
lem, in the time of the Maccabees (that is, of the three brothers -JW^,. 
Jonathan, and whofe hiftory under the name of J&accabees iswrit^-- 

ten w the apocrypW fcriptures) had brought, in the prophets alio to be 
react in their fynagogues on the occafion I have above-mentioned,, and the 
Jews of Alexandria, Egypt, Lybia and Gyrene, thought fit to follow their 
example herein; this made it neceffary for them to have the prophets' alfo 
tranflated into Greek for this purpofe: Which being-: molt certajuily not 
done till after the time of the Maccabees (for fooner we cannot: fuppofe 
theufage to have been propagated from JeruJalemifafiLX as invo figypt, 
and the thing there fettled) it muff fromhence follow that it muft not have 
been done till after the building of Ouias*.$. temple ,alfc,; that having been- 
built in the eleventh, year of the government ' of Jonathan the feeond of 
thofe Maccabees, ' as. I have here placed it. . v . •.•<•* . 

About this time 'there arofe a great fedition at Alexandria- between 
the Jew's zni the Samaritans of that city; the former holding Jer&faleni, 
and the other mount Gerizim, to be the place where according, m the 
law God was to be worfhipped : They did run their contentions about 
this point fo high, chat at length, they came to open, arms. Whereon\for 
the quelling of this difturbancc a day was appointed for the hearing arid 
determining of . the ,'difpute before King ., 'Ptolemy arid Ms council. The 
point in conteft was, whether by the law oSMofes, Jerujalm ox >m&mt 
GeriZfim was the place where Gqd was to be worlhipped by Ifrfabi and 
advocates were appointed, on. each £cje, ; to argue and plead the caufe; 
wherein the Samaritans fail^g of that proof which 'they .pretended to, 
their advocates were put to death for making the contention,, ahd fo the 
whole diforder cea.fed. . . •. .. ; • ,' v.,-..' 

AL.EXAN'D E R Balas- having gotten into the .pofleffiori of the 1 ;S 
crown of Syria by the means 1 have mentioned, thought .now that he hadi^n \~ 
nothing elfe to dq but to glut himfelf in thfe enjoyment , of all thofe vici- 
ous pleafures of luxury, idlenefs,, and debauchery, which the plenty and 
power he was- : then inverted with could afford hifli.;. and therefore 
* giving himfelf wholly up to .them, and' fpending moil of his' time- With 
lewd women, which he had in a great number got about him-, h6 took 
no care at all of the government, but left it wholly to the 'adminiftratioh 
of a favourite of his called Amrtionius : Who managing himfelf ib it with 
great infolence, tyranny, and cruelty, put to death ^eewLaodifeMerof: 
'Demetriu* (who* had been wife to Terfeus King of Mscedon J iand Anti- 
gonus a fon of his, that had been left behind when the other two were 
lent to Cnidm f and) all others of the royal family that he could get into 
his power; thinking this-* the beft means; of fecuriug: to his ttlatfer' the 
poffeflion of the crown* which by fraud arad impose he Jkc* uf^ped 
from them. Whereby he foo© made both. Alexander and .. himfe'if Very 
odious to all the peopte. Of which T>emetrim the fon.of Dette&iw (who 
had' by his father been fent, toCnidw in the begufewKg of the late" war, 
and was now grown up to years, of puberty> having received n 
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this a proper time for him to recover his right ; and therefore u having by 
the means of Lafthenes his holt hired a band of Cretans, landed with 
them in Cilicia, and there foon growing to a great army took pofleflion 
of all that countrey; whereby Alexander being rouzed up from his floth, 
was forced to leave his feraglio of concubines which he had got about him, 
to look after his affairs ; and therefore having committed the government 
of Antiocb to * Hierax and Diodotus, who was alfo called *Trypbon, he 
y took the field with as many forces as he could get together; and hearing 
that Apollonius governor of Ccele-Syria and 'Phoenicia had declared for De- 
metrius, he called in King Ptolerhy his father-in-law to his afliftance. 

But the name of Apollonius often occurring in the hiftory of thefe 
times, before we proceed farther herein, it is.necellary to give an account 
who the perfons were that bore this name, that fo this part of the hiftory 
may be cleared from that confufion and obfcurity, which' other wife it mull 
lye under: For Apollonius being a very common name among the Syro- 
Macedonians as well as the Greeks, it was not always the fame perfon 
whom we find mentioned by this name in the occurrencies of thofe times. 
The firft that we meet with of this name in the hiftory 6f the Maccabees 
is Apollonius the fon of Thrafeas, 2 who was governor of Ccele-Syria and 
'Phoenicia under Seleucus Philopator, when Heliodorus came to Jerufa- 
lemxo rob the temple* and afterwards by his authority in that province 
"fupported Simon the governor of the temple at Jernfalem againft Onias 
the High-prieft. The fame was alfo chief minifter of ftate to the faid 
King Seleuc us : But on the coming of his brother Antiochus Epiphanes 
to the crown after him, Apollonius being fome way made obnoxious to 
him left Syria, and b retired to Miletus. At the fame time while he refuted 
at Miletus c he had a fon of the fame name at Rome, there bred up and re- 
fiding with Demetrius the fort of Seleucus Philopator, who was then an 
hoftage. in that place. This Apollonius being a prime favourite and confi- 
dent of Demetrius 's, was on his recovering of the crown of Syria made 
governor of Ccele-Syria and Phoenicia, the fame government which his fa- 
ther was in under Seleucus Philopator. And this I take to be the Apol- 
lonius, who 11 being continued in the fame government by Alexander, now 
revolted from him to embrace the intereft of Demetrius the fon of his old 
mafter. Another Apollonius is fpoken of e as favourite and chief minifter 
of Antiochus Epiphanes ; but he being faid to be the fon of Meneftheus is 
fufficiently dlirmguifhed by that charafter from the other two above-men- 
tioned. He f went ambaffador from Antiochus firft f to Rome, and after- 
wards to « Ptolemy Thilometor King of Egypt ; and him I take to be the 
fame who in the hiftory of the Maccabees is faid h to be over the tribute, 
and who on Antiocbus's return from his laft expedition into Egypt was 
fentwitha detachment of twenty two thoufand men to deftroy Jerufakm, 
and build r that fortrefs or citadel on mount Acra, which held the Jews 
there by the throat for many years after. Befides thefe there are two other 
Apollo/lias's mentioned in the hiftory of the Maccabees-, the firft 1 whobe- 
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ing governor of Samaria in the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, was llain in 
battel by Judas Maccabeus ; and the other k called the fon of Gentians, who 
being governor of fome toparchy in Taleftine under Antiochus Eupator, 
then fignalized himfelf by being a great enemy to the Jews. 

ATOLLONIVS having embraced the party of Demetrius, as I have 
mentioned, his firfl. attempt was to reduce Jonathan, who held firm to the 
interefl of Alexander, according to the league which he had made with 
him. And therefore 1 having drawn together a great army, he encamped 
with it at J omnia, and from thence fent to Jonathan a proud braggadocio 
meflTage to challenge him to come to battel with him: Whereon Jonathan 
marching out of Jerufalem with ten thoufand men, took Jopj>a in the fight 
of Apollonins and his army ; and after this joining battel with him, van- 
quiflied him in the open field, and purfued his broken forces to Azotus 
and having taken that town, fet it on fire and burnt it down to the ground' 
with the temple of Dagon that was in it, confuming all thofe with it that 
fled thither to fave themfelves ; fo that there perifhed that day of the ene- 
mies forces, what by the fword, and what by fire, about eight thoufand 
men : After this treating other towns of the enemy in the countrey round 
after the fame manner, he returned to Jerufalem with their fpoils. Where- 
on ra Alexander hearing of this viclory gained in his intereft, fent to Jona- 
than a buckle of gold , fuch as ufed only to be given thofe to wear who 
were of the royal family; and he gave him alfo the city ot Ecron with 
the territory thereto belonging, and ordered him to be put in pofleflion. 

About this time - floutimed Hipparchm of Nicaa in Bithynia, the moil An 147 
celebrated aftronomer of all the ancients. He gave himfelf up to this flu J°" a " 
dy for thirty four years, making through all that time continual ' obferva tha ' 114 ' 
tions of the pofitions and motions of the heavenly bodies, which' are ftill 
prefervedin the works of Ttolemy the aftronomer. Thefe obfervations he 
began in the year before Christ i(>z, and ended' them anno x^, foon after 
which year we fuppofe he died. T\%>Jews call, him ° Abfachus, and his 
name is of great renown among them, and that very defervedly : For 
Rabbi Samuel, Rabbi Adda, and Rabbi Hillel, the authors of that form Of 
the year, which they now ufe, were rrioftly beholden to him for the obfer- 
vations and calculations by which they, made it. 

TTQLEMT Thilometor having been called to. the affiflance of his „ 
fon-in-law^W^ King of ; ^,p marched 'into Ta leftm^A a ?St 
army for this purpofe; and all : the cities, as he pafled, bp^Jing^S^V 
eJh U 3 ,f ^T^^ b >;-^ W ^ fo w do, he left of his foldiers in 
and Jrh T their g^ifons. . * AJ Joppa Jonathan met him 

many complaints were made ag^inft him about the-devab 
he wouid e ra b I him m thofe P^ts after his late 1 yift'pry Qver^/W/yet 
kind ? H Km n ° r iCC u , any '° f them ' ^J^an was received very 
^ntLzlh^el^™^ on with- him to Ttolemais. -Q^T.tolemyl 
life Fn, 7 ? difcovery was made of fnares that were there laid for his 
life . For >Ammomus, who managed all affairs under Ale xander, fSngth^t 

• David Ganz fub ato 3 r34- pTmS "^T^ ^ C " > 6 ' 

1 1 Maccab. xi. 6, 7 . Jofephus ibid « T tl T^?' J° T fe P hus ««>• *3- «p. 8. 

'£*ph^ Jofeph^bid, 

Ttolemy 
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Ttolem C j ffi e with fo great a power rather to ferve his own jnterett by 
feizing Syria to himfelf than to fuccpur 4kxanjer\ or ejfe having receiv- 
ed intelligence that this was really his intent, formed a defign pf having 
him cut off on his coming tp Tttiww, which Ttoteny haying gotten full 
difcoyery of, marched forward to demand the tra4;pr ^ be dehvprcd to 
him: And Jonathan attended on him as far *s the river £fe*bervs in Sy- 
ria From fhence < Ptolemy marched to Selei/eia on the O m ites, where 
finding that Alexander would not deliver up Ammouvts tp him, he conclud- 
ed him to be a party to the trealpn, and therefore taking his daughter frorn 
him he gave her to Demetrius, and made a League with him far the re- 
fining of him to his father's kingdom- Hereon " the Antmhwis, who 
bore great hate to Ammonium thinking this a fit time for the executing of 
their refentrnents upon him, rpfe in a tumult .againft him, and having flam 
him as he endeavoured to efcape in woman s clpaths, declared ag<nnit 
Alexander and opened their gates to Ttplemy, and "would have made him 
their Kkig; but x hp declaring himfelf contented with his own dominions, 
ijaftead of accepting this offer recommended tp them the reftpration of 
^Demetrius the" true hpi* (whfeh is a certain proof he had no defign upon 
Syria for himfelf, tho' this be faid 1 in the firfi book of MaccafcesJ upon 
which recommendation TXemetrius being received intp the city, was plac- 
ed on the' thrpnp of his ancefiors, ,and all the inhabitants of Antioch de- 
clared for him- W hereon Afcxander, who was then in .<7///«*. coming 
thence with all his forces % wailed the .countjey round 4»twb with hre and 
fword This brought the two armies to a battel, a in which Alexander be- 
ing vanquished, fled with only five jhurrdred horfe *o grfAfel an 
Prince, with whom he had before .entrufted his .children ; but he being 
there flain by thofe he moft confided in, bis head was carried to Ttolemy, 
who was much pleafed with the fight of it, b A vt his joy did not la.fi: long; 
for having b received a dangerous wound in the battel, .he died of it with- 
in a few days after. And thus Alexander King .of Syria, and Ttolemy c Phi- 
lometor King of Egypt, both ended their lives together., the former hav- 
ing reigned .five, and the other thirty five years. V.emetvim fucceeding 
in JVi« by virtue of .this yiftory, from hence caned himlelf Nicafor, i.e. 
the conqueror. £ut the fuacoflion in Egypt was not fo eahly deter- 

^This fame year was render d famous, not only by the dpat;h of thefc 
iwo Kings, but alfo ,by .the deflrwftion of two .celebrated cities, Carthage 
and Corinth. The farmer c was deftroyed by Sc^fio Africaum jnn. alter a 
.war ,pf three years, which was called the third war. And the allien 
was taken and burnt by U Mmnmw .the JRwaii conful for tins year, in 
the burning of this cjjty .all their .brafs being melted down and running to- 
gether with other petals, this mature 1 made the <es Corinthi ( icu»i, i.t. 
the fampus Corjnt/uaubxufc pf'ithp ancients. 

< 1 Macr:ib. xi. S i.z. Jofc'phus Ibid. ' .Uvji epitome, lib. fz. " 1 Maccab. \i. <3- 

We-pl.ir, ibid. * 1 Mnccttb.ibid. loicphus ibid. * Jotcplius autiq. lib. 1.3. cap. 0. 

' y 1 Maccab. xi. 1. » J Maccab. xi. if. Jofcphus ibid. - J M,ico A il>. xi. if, .16, «7- 

lok-plnr. ibid. Diodorus Sicnlus i\\ cjicerptis.Photit, cod. z.\..\. b 1 Maccab. xi. JP"-' 

plius -uiii.i- lib. 1 \ . cap. 8. Polybius in excerpts V.alcfii, p. 1'pitonic .I^ivii, lib. fi. ^»'' 

I,,, in,. p. yv'i. < V'vii epitome, lib. fi- I'lonis, lib. j.. cap- \(>- ApjMan. m I;' 
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A x this fame year ended the fampus hiftor y of 'Pp./y&ius, which f he wrote 
in forty bcio^s, commencing it from the beginning of the fecond Tunic wax 1 , 
and en4ing it at the clofe of the third. But of this great and celebrated 
work now only five books remain entire ; of the reft we have only fragments 
and abftrafts. He was by birth of Megakpalis in Arcadia, and the fon of 
Lycortas the famous fupporter of the Achaau commonwealth in his time. 

This commonwealth, much refemblingthat of the Dutch, was made out 
of the confederacy of feveral ftates and cities of Helopomtefits united toge- 
ther in one common league. « drains firft made it considerable ; s Thilo- 
paimett brought it to its higheft perfection, and Lycortas as long as he lived 
kept it up in the fame ftate. And 'Polybius his fon, who was a perfon ve- 
ry eminent for all military and political knowledge, would have continued 
to have done the fame, but that he was overborn by the Romans : For they 
becoming jealous what this growing commonwealth might at length come 
to, refolved to fupprefs it ; in order whereto . h they forced from them a 
thoufand of their beft men,' and made them live in Italy in manner of ho- 
ftages, but chiefly with defign that their commonwealth being deprived of 
its principal men, might fink and come to nothing through want of them. 
Of thefe thoufand hoftages Totybiuswas one of the chiefeft: While he was 
thus confined he lived at Rome, and there made ufe of the leifure which 
that confinement afforded him to write this hiftory. He had much of the 
favour and friendship of Scipio Afrkanus • jun. to whom by reafon of his 
teaming and wifdom he was - very dear ,- and' therefore when he went into 
Africa in the third "Pmiic war, he carried tPolybius with him ; and it was 
chiefly owing to the afliftance of his counfer" and advice that Scijfio ended 
that war wMi fuccefs ; and in that end of it Wolybius concluded his hiftory, 
much grieving that at the fame time ended' alio trie Achaan commonwealth 
in the deftru&ion of Corinth, and the fubjefting thereon to the Roman yoke 
the reft of the cities andilates of which that commonwealth did confift 
He lived a long while after, for he reached the' 5 eighty fecond year of 
his age. ' < . • \ j . . . j 

&LEOTATRA Queen of Egypt, on the death of King Thilometor A »- *4f. 
Jer .br^her and husband, k endeavoured to Secure the fucceiTion for her fc 6 
fon. which fie had -by him; hut hebeing then young, others lit up for 




f«2?5 ? n ^ ^s that^^ - d 

the interim >Phat t the Egyptians w&e'Mfmtk&rfti^* rittlW 
and the.differei 
compbfureiri v ' 




Achate, A A?rl'£f i£ v f p ^ utarchas ^ A «to.& J'finopo e riieh'e. " * Paafenias in 
cap.1. 3 Cap * : * -J^fihps .contra ^pionem , :Kbr. 2. Vaferlus Maiifflus 13>. 9. 
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fidy of Thy/con made all this turn very little to the fervice or content of 
Cleopatra : For as foon as he had married her, and thereby got poffeflion 
of the crown , he murthered her fon in her arms on the very day of the 
nuptials, and thereby acted over again the fame tragedy which 'Ptolemy Ce~ 
raunus 1 had before on the marriage of his filter Arjinoe, and fuch inceftu- 
ous conjunctions well deferve fuch a curfe to attend them. This King was 
commonly called m Phyfcon by reafon of his great belly, but the name n which 
he affected to aflume was Euergetes, i. e. the benefactor \ this the Alexan- 
drians turned into Kakergetes, i. e. the malefactor, by reafon of his great 
wickednefs; for he was ° the wickedeft and cruelleft, and alfo the molt 
vile and defpicable of all the Ptolemys that reigned in Egypt. He begun 
his reign with the murther of his nephew in the manner I have mentioned, 
and continued it with the fame cruelty and wickednefs all his reign after, 
putting many others to death almoft every day, fome upon groundlefs 
iufpicions, fome for fmall faults, and others for none at all, as the humour 
took him, and fome again for no other reafon but that under the pretence 
of forfeiture he might take all that they had. And thofe who were the 
forwardeft to call him to the. crown, were many of them the firft' that fuf- 
fered by him. 

And things went not much better in Syria. 'Demetrius p being young 
and unexperienced committed the management of his affairs to Lajthenes, 
by whofe agency he hired thofe Cretan mercenaries that brought him to 
the crown, who being a wicked and rafti man, did foon run himfelf into 
thofe male-adminiftrations that alienated from his mafter the affections of 
thofe who mould have fupported him : And 'Demetrius himfelf being na- 
turally of an unhappy and peryerfe difpolition did not mend the mat- 
ter. The firtt falfe ftep he made was towards thofe foldiers which 'Pto- 
lemy had placed in the maritim towns of Phoenicia and Syria for the 
ilrengthening of their garrifons, as he palled by them toward Antioeh in 
his late expedition thither. Thefe if continued there : would have been a 
great llrength and fupport to him; but upon fome fuggeftions growing 
jealous of them, i he fent orders to the other foldiers garrifon'd with them 
to put them all to the fword ; which being accordingly : executed, this fo 
difgufted the reft of the Egyptian army that were in frypa, and had there 
placed him on the throne, that they all left him and returned again into 
Egypt. . After this r he proceeded to make a fevere inquifition, after thofe 
who had been againft him or his father .in the late wars, and put them all 
to death as he could get them into his power. . And . then thinking he had 
no more enemies to fear, 5 he disbanded the greate^part of his army,, referv- 
ing none other in his pay but his. Cretans, and • fome other mercenaries ; 
whereby he not only deprived himfeff of ; thofe veterans who .fervied his fa- 
ther, and would have iieen his chief fupport in the throne, but made them 
alfo his bittereft enemies," by depriving them of the only means which they 
had whereby to fubfift. The mifcnief of which he. feverely felt, in the re- 
volts and revolutions that after happen'd.. 
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In the interim Jonathan finding all quiet in Judaa 'fet himfelf to be- 
fiege the fortrefs which the heathen ftili held in Jerufalent, that by ex- 
pelling them thence he might remedy thofe mifchiefs which the Jews 
there fuffered from them. And accordingly he befet the place with an 
army and engines of war in order to take it; of which complaint being 
made to Demetrius, he came to Ttolemais, and there fummohed Jonathan 
to him to give an account of this matter. Whereon ordering the fiege to 
Hill go on, he went to Ttolemais taking with him fome of the priefts arid 
chief elders of the land, arid alfo many rich and valuable prefents; by 
virtue of which arid his wife management he fo mollified the King, and 
ingratiated hifnfelf fo far , with him and his minifiers, that he not only re- 
jected all accufations againff him, but alfo honoured him with many fa- 
vours. For he confirmed him in the High-prieft's office, admitted hirri 
into a chief place among his friends, and on his requeff agreed to add to 
Jiidaa the three toparchys of Apherema, Lydda and Ramatha, which for- 
merly belonged to Samaria, and to free the whole land under his govern- 
ment of all manner of taxes, tolls and tributes whatfoever, for three hun- 
dred talents to be paid in lieu of them, and then returned again to An*- 
tioch ; where " going on in the fame methods of cruelty, folly and raflmefs, 
he daily alienated the people more and more from him, till at length he 
made them all ready for a general defection. 

Which being obferved by Diodotus afterwards called Tryphon, who 
formerly had ferved Alexander as governor of Antioch in conjunction with 
Hierax, he w thought this a fit time for him to play a gaining game for his 
ownintereft, aiming at nothing lefs than by the advantage of thefe diforders 
to put the crown upon his own head. And therefore going into Arabia 
to x Zabdiel, who had the bringing up of Antiochus the fon of Alexander, 
laid before him the then ftate of affairs in Syria; telling him how all thd 
people, and efpecially the foldiery, were difaffedted to Demetrius, and 
that thereby a favourable opportunity was offered for recovering to An- 
tiochus his father's kingdom ; and therefore he defired , that the youth 
might be put into his hands, that he might profecute this advantage for 
him. For his fcheme of treafon was firff to claim the crown for Antiochus, 
and when he mould have gotten it by virtue of that claim, then to make 
away that youth and wear it himfelf ; and fo it afterwards accordingly 
happen'd. But Zabdiel either feeing through the defign, or elfe difliking 
the project, would not immediately yield to the propofal; which detain- 
ed Tryphon there many days farther to prefs and folicit the matter, till at 
length either by the force of his importunities, or the force of his pre- 
fents, he brought over Zabdiel to comply with him, and obtained from 
him what he defired. 



In 
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— In rhernean whjlev .preffed hard on the pfthe fortrefs 

at >*^ but finding no fucccfs in it hf fern -to 
/r /i, Sefire of him the wowing of thi? garnfo^hich he cpuJd 
not expel" tp^r^ being then very much erabarralM by the, tumults 
and fSkonspf the ^ WW, whom he had provoked to theutmoft 
averfion both agafcft him and .his government, F°nufed- * hat 
he would dp this and much more for him, provided he. wxmld fend him 
fome forces fpr his aftftance againftthe prefent mutineers; whereon Jo. 

WW Xo htm, three. th^uf^d men. On 
tSir arrival <£>emet,i?x confiding in the ftrength of f rhi.s _ recrvut would 
have i'farmed the :jnt(Ochian f , and therefore commanded them all to bring 
in thei^RS j which they refufmg to do rpfe allin a^umnU, to the num, 
fer I an hundred and t W emy thoufand men, and befe,t th^ - place With 
Litent to nay the tyrant. Hereon the ^ commg .to his defence 
Slon t&m With fire and fVard, burning a great part of the city, and 
Uvin«-Pf ^ inhabitants about a R hundred thoufand perftn?,; this brought 
the W&VW for peace; which being granted them, the tumult ceafed 
and SllwVfhaviag thus retaliated upon Xh^Uochians what they h^d 
^trSiW^l from them in Jvdab and J.erffem , especially in- the 
S^ft©^'^*^ returned with vail fpoils and .great honour 
£b their own countrey. •„■,•/-"', ' - 

But ^^#«going with the fame methods of crueUy, yxanny 
and Pinion, put many to death for the ,late fedition, conhfca ed. the 
ffi^ of Srs, ^4 drove great numbers, into bamfli.ment: Whereon 
feSe'ldngdom being everywhere fill'd with hatred and anger agamlt 
Sli they » wanted, an opportunity for their revenge fqr the executing 
m km to the; wmolt: v And .notwithstanding his promues to 
#S^-Ak : ™5 ohUaations' which he owed to him for his late-aifi- 



ircain 



thinkWnow he mould have no more neea or. mm, ue ^^^..^a 
SaSaJwith him at Ttokmak, of freeing fern and his people from all 
^ tWtnd tribute, for three hundred talents to be paid him for the 
Qfthem; and notwithftanding he had received the money, 
f Si«Sw tolls and tribute Ihouldbe mil paid m 
rhell^gor a formerly, and. threatened him wath.w unlefs this 
W^f ?H Whereh y :he ahenate^ the Jews * ™ch from him ; as he had 

An l44 S ! E ; thing S were ih this ftate, 'Tryfhon having at length obtained of 

Z^W^mtZlcL the fon Of y//^^, delivered unto him, came 

than iy - ttth hlmmtQ r&rib tfcere laid claim to the kmgdom fqr him; where- 
JraU^^wS Wri^ had disbanded, and * 
others whom he had by his ill condudt made his enemies, flocked to the 
^tendl, and having declared him King marched under his banner agamft 
^Ztm and having vanquimed him in battel, forced him into Sc leucta, 
ToTAZle^^d made themfelves mafters of A***, and there 
V^mtpJus upon, the throne of the Kings of Syria, giving him the 
Same of Thm: or tfc &ivhte. 

x/r " u , T « rofeohus lib.iq.cap. 9. Diodorus Siculus in excerptisValefii, p. 347. 
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And Jonathan being provoked by the ill return, "Demetrius had made 
him for his great fervices to him, accepted of the invitation, winch he 
had received from the new King of coming into his intereft. For as foon 
as Antiochus had gained Antioch, there & was fent from him an embaffy to 
Jonathan with letters written in his name, whereby the High-pnelt's 
office was confirmed to him, the grant of the three toparchies renewed, 
and a fourth added to them, and he was allowed to wear purple, and 
the golden buckle, and to have place among the chief of the King's 
friends ; and many other privileges and advantages were moreover added. 
And Simon was made chief commander of all the King's forces from e the 
ladder of Tyre to the borders of Egypt, on condition that thefe two bro- 
thers and the Jews would declare for him ; which Jonathan readily con- 
fented to, having jufl reafon for it, from the ill conduct of Defnetrim to- 
wards him. Whereon f a commiffion was fent him to raife forces for the 
fervice of Antiochus through all Ciele-Syria and Talejline, by virtue where- 
of having gotten together a great army she marched round the countrey 
even as far as Damafcus to fecure all in thofe parts to the intereft of An- 
tiochus. For h the diverting of Jonathan from this purpofe, the forces 
which "Demetrius had in Co-'le-Syria and Thoenicia drew together and in- 
vaded Galilee ; whereon ! Jonathan marched thither to oppofe them , 
k leaving Simon to command in Judaea. On 'his firft coming into Galilee 
being drawn into an ambufli he had like to have been over-born by the 
enemy, and molt of his forces falling into a panick fear fled from him, 
excepting a very few of the valianteft of them. But thefe few making a 
refolute ftand the reft rallied, and coming on again to the fight won the 
victory. And m Simon in the interim laying fiege to Bethjiira forced it to 
a furrender, and thereby expelled the heathen, who had long kept a gar- 
rifon there to the great annoyance of all the countrey round it. 

j ON AT HAN on his return into Judaa finding all things there in 
quiet "fent ambalTadors to the Romans to renew with them the league, 
which they made with Juda>s, who being introduced into the fenate were 
there received with honour, and difmifled with their full fatisfadtion. On 
their return from Rome their orders were to addrefs themfelves to the 
Lacedamonians, and the other allies of the Jews in thofe parts for the like 
renewing of their leagues with them ; which they having accordingly done, 
they returned to Jerufalem, bringing back with them full fuccefs in all 
the negotiations, on which they were fent. 

The ° captains of Demetrius's forces, whom Jonathan had lately van- 
quifhed in Galilee, having by new reinforcements much encreafed their 
number and ftrength came the fecond time againfl him, whereon he march- 
ed out to meet them as far as Amathis in the utmoft confines of Canaan, 
and there encamped againfl them ; where being informed by his fpies, that 
their intent was to ftorm his camp the next night, he took care to be in full 
readinefs to receive them ; which the enemy finding on their approach, 
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they were fo difcouraged at the difappditttmerit,' that returning to. their 
camp and lighting fires in it to niake it believed that they' Were lull there, 
they marched off in the night, and were got fo far by the Qi&p^andthait 
found they were gone, that tho' he immediately on the dittovery of it pu r - 
fued after them, yet it was all in vain: For they had pafled the river Eleu- 
tkertts, and were thereby got out of his reach before he. could Come up 
thither. After this he led back his army againft the Arabs that ft- ere 0 f 
T)emetrins\ party, and having fmitten them, and taken their fpdils, turned 
his eourfe towards e Dumd/cm> and pafling over the Countrey thereabout, 
made ftrift inquiry after all that were adverfaries to the intereft of ' Antio- 
cbttSi and fupprefled them every where. And while he was thus employ- 
ed beyohd Jordan, Simon his brother was not idle in Judda : For march- 
ing thence into the land of the Thiliftines.he made all there fubmit to him, 
and having taken Joppa he placed a ftrong garrifort in it. 

After, this both brothers being returned to Jerufalem, P they called the 
great council of the nation together to confult about the repairing and new 
fortifying of Jeritjhlem, and other ftrong holds in Judaa, fo that they 
might be made tenable againft any enemy that mould come againft them. 
And it being then agreed that the walls of Jernfalem Where the}' were 
broken down or decayed mould be repaired, and where too low mould 
be built higher, and every thing elfe done that was necelfary thoroughly to 
fortify the place, all this was immediately let about and carried on with the 
utmoft expedition. And at the fame time they built a wall or mount be- 
tween the fortrefs and the reft of the city, that the heathen who were in 
garrifon there might receive no relief of provifion, or of any thing elfe that 
way, which foon reduced them to great diftrels, and very much forwarded 
that neceffity, whereby at laft th£y were forced to furrender the place. Jo- 
nathan took on himfelf the overfight of all thefe works at Jerufalem, and 
while he was there thus employed, Simon went into the countrey, and did 
the fame as to all the other fortrefles and ftrong holds that were in the 
land, and thereby the whole countrey became well fortified againft any 
enemy that ihould come to make war againft it. 

XR TT HON* thinking his plot for the making away of Antiochm, and 
fei^ing the crown of Syria to himfelf, now ripe for execution in all other parti- 
culars fave Only that he forefaw Jonathan would never be brought to bear 
fo great a villany, refolved at any rate to take him out of the way; and 
therefore marched with a great army towards Jndaa in order to get him 
into his power, that fo he might put him to death. On his coming to Beth- 
fan there Jonathan met him with forty thoufand men. Tryphon feeing him 
at the head of fo great an army durft not openly attempt any thing againft 
him, but endeavoured to deceive him by flattering words, and a falie ap- 
pearance of friend&ip ; pretending that he came thither only to confult 
with him about their common intereft, and to put f'tolemais into his hands, 
which he intended wholly to refign to him ; and having deceived him by 
thefe fair pretences, he perfuaded him to fend away alt his army except 
three thoufand men, two thoufand of which he fent into Galilee, and with 
the other thoufand he went with Tryphon to Ttolemais, expe&ing accord- 
ing to the oath of that traitor to. have the place delivered to him; but as 
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fdon as he and his company were got within the walls the gates were fhut 
upon them, and Jonathan was made a prifoner, and all his men were put 
to the fword ; and immediately forces were fent out to cut off the two 
thoufand alfo that were in Galilee : But they having notice of what had 
been done to Jonathan and his men at 'Ptolemais, encouraged each other 
to ftand to their defence, and then joining clofe together put themfelves 
in a pofture refolutely to fight for their lives; which the enemy perceiving 
dUrft not attack them, but permitted them quietly to march off, and they 
all returned fafe to Jerufalem, where was great lamentation for what had 
happen'd to Jonathan : For hereon r all the heathen round about finding 
the Jews thus deprived of their captain were making ready to deftroy them : 
And Tryphon drawing together all his forces for the fame purpofe reckon- 
ed on this opportunity utterly to cut off and extirpate the whole nation. 
Whereon 5 the people being in great fears, Simon went up to the temple, 
and then 'calling the people together to him, encouraged them to ftand to 
their defence, and offered himfelf to fight for them, as his father and bro- 
thers had done before him. Whereon their hearts being again raifed, and 
their drooping fpirits revived, they unanimoufly made choice of Simon to 
be their captain in the place of Jonathan, and under his conduct and di- 
rection immediately fet themfelves hard at work for the finifhing of the 
fortifications at Jerufalem which Jonathan had begun : And on Tryfhon's 
approach to invade the land, u Simon led forth a great army againfl him ; 
whereon Ttypbon not daring to engage him in battel, fent to him a de- 
ceitful meffage, telling him that he had feized Jonathan only becaufe he 
owed an hundred talents to the King, that in cafe he would fend the 
money, and Jonathan's two fons to be hoflages for their father's fidelity 
to the King, he would fet him again at liberty. Tho' Simon well faw all 
this was fraud and deceit, yet he complied to avoid the ill report which 
otherwife might have been raifed againft him, as if he had wilfully caufed 
his brother's death by the refufal ; and therefore fent both the money and 
the young men. But the falfe traitor, according as Simon forefaw, when 
he had received all that he demanded, would do nothing of what he had 
promifed, but ftill detained Jonathan in chains: And after having gotten 
together more forces, w he came again to invade the land with intent ut- 
terly to deftroy it; but Simon coafting him wherever he marched, op- 
pofed and baffled him in all his defigns. At this time the heathen garri- 
fon m the fortrefs at Jerufalem being much diftreffed by reafon of the 
blockade laid at it firft by Jonathan, and now continued by Simon, pref- 
fed hard for relief; and TryfhoH having accordingly formed a defign of 
fending relief to them, ordered out all his horfe one night for the exe- 
cuting of it : But they had not marched far e'er there fell fo great a fnow, 
hl n °w n i? m / f f ther P roceedi «g on this enterprize impractica- 

ble, but alfo forced Trffbon and aU his army next day to decamp and be 
gone, as being able no longer to bear abroad in the field the feverity of 
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the feafon. On his retreat from thence to his winter quarters, coming to 
Bafcama'va. the land of Gilead, he there put Jonathan to death: And after 
that thinking he had no one elfe to fear for the obftructing of him in the ul- 
timate execution of his defigns, he x caufed Antiochus to be fecretly put to 
death, giving out that he died of the ftone, and then afluming the crown, 
declared himfelf King of Syria in his ftead. 
r*. 143. When Simon heard of his brother's death, and that they had buried 
imoai him at Bafiama, he *fent thither and fetched his bones from thence, and 
buried them in the fepulchre of his father at Modin, over which he after- 
ward erected a very famous monument of a great height, all built of white 
marble curioufly wrought and polilhed, near which he placed feven pyra- 
mids, two for his father and mother, four for his four brothers, and the 
feventh for himfelf; and then encompafled the whole with a irately por- 
tico fupported by marble pillars each of an whole piece : All which was 
a very excellent work, and being erected on an eminence was feen far off 
at fea, and was taken notice of as a remarkable fea-mark on that coaft, 
whereby fea-faring men who failed that way directed their courfe. Jofe- 
phus y tells us that it was remaining entire in his time, and then looked on 
as a curious and very excellent piece of architecture : And Etifeb'ms alfo 
1 fpeaks of it as flail in being in his time, which was above two hundred 
years after the time of Jofephus. 

TRTT HON having ufurped the crown of Syria, would gladly have 
himfelf 1 acknowledged King by the Romans, as thinking this would add 
great reputation both to himfelf and his affairs, and therefore fent a 
fplendid embafly to them,, with the prefent of a golden image of victory 
to the value of ten thoufand pieces of gold, hoping to obtain both for the 
fake of fo valuable a gift, and the good omen of victory which the image 
carried with jit, to be owned by them, as King of Syria. But the Romans 
crnningly eluding his expectations received the image, and ordered to be 
engraven on it the name of Antiochus, whom Tryphon had lately murthered, 
as if he had been the donor of it. 

But the ambafladors of Simon were there received with much more re- 
fpect; for as foon as Jonathan was dead, and Simon admitted to be his 
fucceflbr, both in the high-priefthood and government or the land, he fent 
ambafladors to notify it to the Romans and other allies. The Romans b were 
very forry at the death of Jonathan, but when they heard that Simon was in his 
place, this was ^eil pleaflug to them ; and therefore when his ambafladors 
approached Rome, tnev &ot out c to meet them, and received them with 
honour, d ahd readily renewed all their former leagues made with his pre- 
deceflbrs; which being written in tables of brafs, were carried to Jerufa- 
lem and there read before all the people. And the fame ambafladors on 
their return from Rome, e went alfo to the Lacedamonians, and other allies 
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of the Jews, and in the name of Simon renewed in like manner all former 
leagues with them, and returned with authentic inftruments hereof to Je~ 

TU ^SAR e PE c DON one of 'Demetrittfs captains coming into 'Phoenicia 
with an army, a battel happen'd between him and the forces which Try- 
phon had in thofe parts. This battel was fought near the walls of Ttole- 
mais, in which Sarpedon being vanquilhed, he retreated into the inland 
countrey : But the Tryphonians on their return from the purfuit marching 
back to 'Ptolemais on the beach of the fea , a fudden tide coming upon 
them, overwhelmed a great number of their men ; and then going back 
again with as fudden an ebb as it had come on with a flow, left the dead 
bodies on the ftrand with a great quantity of fifli mingled with them ; 
whereon Sarpedon's men again returning took up the fifli, and by way of 
thankfgiving for them, and the deftruftion that had befallen the enemy, 
offered facrifices to Neptune before the very gates of Ttolemais, in the fame 
place where the battel had been before fought. 

But while 'Demetrius' s foldiers were thus fighting for him in the field, 
* he lay idle at Laodicea, glutting himfelf with all the vile pleasures of luxu- 
ry and lewdnefs, without being made wifer by his calamities, or feeming 
at all to be fenfible of them. However Tryphon having given fufficient 
reafon for the Jews utterly to renounce him and his party, Simon h fent a 
crown of gold to 'Demetrius, and ambafiadors to treat with him about terms 
of peace and alliance ; who having obtained from that Prince a grant of 
confirmation of the high-prieflhood and principality to Simon, and a releafe 
of all taxes, tolls, and tributes, with an oblivion of all paft afts of hoftility, 
on the condition of the Jews joining with him &gam&Tryphon, they return- 
ed to Jerufalem with letters under the royal fignature containing the fame ; 
which being accepted of and confirmed by all the people of the Jews, by 
virtue hereof Simon was made fovereign Prince of the Jews, and the land 
freed from all foreign yoak. And therefore the Jews from this time, in- 
ftead of dating their inftruments and contracts by the years of the Syrian 
Kings, as they had hitherto done, thenceforth dated them by the years of 
Simon and his fucceflbrs. 

SIMON having thus obtained the independent fovereignty of the land, 
5 made a progrefs through it to fee to, and provide for, its fecurity, repair- 
ing the fortifications in thofe cities and places where they were decayed, 
and making new ones in thofe where they were wanting; and this he efpe- 
cially did at Beth/itra and Joppa : The former he made a place of arms, 
and put a ftrong garrifon in it ; and the latter being the neareft maritim 
town to Jerufalem, tho' at the diftance of forty miles from it, k he made 
it the fea-port to that city and all Judaa, it being the fitteft place on all that 
coaft for the carrying on of their trade through it to all the ifles and coun- 
tries in the Mediterranean; and it ferved them for this purpofe for many 
ages aftei-, as it ffill doth the inhabitants of that countrey even to this day, 
and it is there full known by the fame name. 
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And whereas v Gazara on the death of Jonathan had revolted, he laid 
fiege to the place and having reduced it, he call out all the heathen out 
of the city, and planted it wholly with Jews, and having well fortified it 
built an houfe there for himfelf, wherein he might lodge, when his affairs 
fliould call him to that place, 
aion*' r ^ HE heatlien * n tne f° rtre f s at Jerttfalem fince Jonathans building of 
n 2 * the wall againft them, which did cut them off from all communication 
with the reft of the city, being much diftrefled for want of provifions, 
and all other neceflaries, m were thereby at length brought to that neceffity, 
as forced them to furrender the place and depart the land ; whereon Simon 
took poffeflion of it, and thereby delivered IJrael from a great grievance ; 
that garrifon having been a terrible thorn in their fide ever fince Antiochus 
Epiphanes firft placed it there. And that they might no more in like 
manner be annoyed from that place, n Simon demolished not only the for- 
trefs, but alfo the hill it felf on which it flood ; for it overtopping, and 
thereby commanding the mountain of the temple, if any other enemy 
fliould at any time after feize that place, they might from thence caufe 
them the fame mifchief. And therefore Simon having called the 
people together, and fully laid before them what they had fuffered from 
that place, and what they might again fuffer, Ihould it at any time after 
again fall into the hands of an enemy, propofed to them the digging down 
of the mountain it felf to the level of the mountain of the temple, that 
fo there might not be left a poflibility of any more annoying the temple 
from that place ; which they all readily confenting to immediately did fet 
about the work ; and carried it on with great affiduity , all taking their 
turns in it, till at length after three years conftant labour employed herein, 
they fully finiflied all that was intended. And while this was a doing, 
"Simon new fortified the mountain of the temple, repairing the outer 
wall, and making it ftronger than it was before ; and provided habitations 
within it both for himfelf and company, and there he afterwards dwelt ; 
and moft likely his houfe flood where the caftle Antonia was afterwards 
built. 

SI MO N p finding his fon John, afterwards called Hyrcanm, to be a 
valiant man, and very expert in all military affairs, he made him general 
of all the forces of Judaa, and fent him to live at Gazara, that being a 
border which moft wanted his prefence ; and Jopfa being in the neigh- 
bourhood, perchance to be nigh that place for the fupervifing of thofe 
works, that were there carrying on by his order for the making of it a 
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convenient fea-poft for all Judad, might be another reafoh why he ap- 
pointed him to have his refidence in that place. 

e DEMETRI e O S was at length rouzed up from his floth by many An. r 4 r. 
meflages out of the eaft inviting him thither. For i t he Parthians having bimoa * 
now over-run in a manner all the eaft, and fubjttgated to them all the 
countries of Afia from the fiver Indus to the Euphrates, thofe that were 
of the Macedonian race in thofe countries not bearing this ufurpation, nor 
that pride and infofence, with which thofe new matters ruled over them, 
earheftly invited Demetrius by repeated embaffies to come into thofe 
parts, promifirig hini a general revolt from the 'Parthians, and fuch affi- 
ftance of forces againft them, as ihould enable him abfolutely to fupprefs 
thofe ufurpers, and recover again all the provinces of the eaft to his em- 
pire; with which hopes Demetrius being excited to undertake this ex- 
pedition marched over the Euphrates, leaving Tryphon in pjfleffion of 
the greater part of Syria behind him; for he reckoned, that after he 
mould have' made Himfelf matter of the eaft, he mould have fuch an aug- 
mentation of power, as would beft enable him to fupprefs that rebel on 
his return. As foon as he came eaftward, the Elym<eatts, the Perftans, 
and the BaEtrians declared for him, and by their afiiftance he overthrew 
the 'Parthians in many conflicts. But at laft under the ihew of a treaty 
of peace being drawn into a fnare he was taken prifoner, and all his army 
cut in pieces; and hereby the Parthian empire became eftdblifhed with 
that gvcatnefs of power, and firmnefs of ftabiltty, as to make it latt for 
feveral ages after to the terror of all within their reach, even to the rivalling 
of the Ramans themfelves in the ftrehgth of their arms, and the prowefe 
and fame of their military exploits. 

The King that reigned in Parthid at- this time was x Mithridates the fon 
of P-riapatitis, a very valiant and wife prince. How Arfaces firft found- 
ed the kingdom of the Parthians, and how Arfaces his fon after fettled 
and eftabliflied it by a treaty of peace with Antiocbus the Great, hath 
been 5 already related: Trie fon and fuccellbr of the fecond Arfaces x was 
Priapatius called alfo Arfaces (that being the family name of all the Kings 
of this race;") he having reigned fifteen years left the crown at his death 
to 'Pbr abates his eldeft fon; after whofe death fucceeded this c Mithri^ 
dates his brother, the Parthian King, into whole, hands Demetrius fell. 
He was therefore from Arfaces the firft founder of . that kingdom the 
fourth in defcenr, and the fifth in fucceflion of reigning, and not the fixth, 
"as Orofius faith. He having w fubdued the Medes, the Elymarans, the 
Per fans, and the Baftrians, extended his dominions into India beyond 
the boundaries of Alexanders Conquefts, and having vanquifhed Deme- 
trius * finally fecured Babylonia and Mefopotamia alio to his empire ; fo 
that thenceforth he had Euphrates on the weft, as well as the Ganges on 
the eaft for the limits of his empire. 

After. Mithridates hud thus gotten Dcmetrim into his power y he 
carried him round the revoked provinces, and expofed him every where 
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to their view, that they by feeing the Prince* whom they confided in, 
reduced to this ignominious and low condition, might be the cafier brought 
to fubmit again to their former yoke. But when this ftiew was over* he 
allowed him a maintenance fuitable to the Hate of a King, z and fending 
him into Hyrcania to refide gave him Rbodaguna one of his daughters in 
marriage. However he kept him itill in captivity, though with as much 
freedom as was confiltent with a captive Itate, and at his death left him 
in this condition a to Thrahates his fon* who fucceeded him in the king- 
dom. It is particularly related of Mithridates, b that having conquered 
feveral nations he gathered from every one of them whatfoever he found 
bell in their conftitutions, and then out of the whole collection made a 
body of molt wholfome laws for the government of his empire. 

In c a general congregation of the prielts and elders, and all the people 
of the Jews affembled together at Jerufalem, it was agreed by the una- 
nimous confent of all prefent, that the fupreme government of the nation, 
as well as the high-prielthood mould be conferred on Simon, and fettled 
both upon him and his polterity after him. This had before been per- 
fonally fettled on Simon by the grant of 'Demetrius the Syrian King, and 
the fame was now granted alfo by the whole nation of the Jews, and the 
fettlement made not only on. the perfon of Simon, but upon him and his 
defcendants for ever. And a publick act or inltrument in writing was 
made hereof, wherein it being recited what good deeds Simon and his 
family had done for the people of the Jews, they in acknowledgement 
hereof conftituted him their Prince, as well as their High-prieft, and 
granted both dignities to him, and his polterity after him; a copy of 
which aft they ordered to be engraven on tables of brafs, and hung up 
in the fan&uary, and laid up the 'original in the facred archives belonging 
to the treafury of the temple. And from that time Simon took on him 
the ftate, Ityle, and authority of Prince, as well as High-prieft of the Jens, 
and all publick acts thenceforth went in his name. And after him both 
thefe dignities defcended together to his polterity, and continued among 
them thus united together for feveral defcents, they being at the fame time 
fovereign pontiffs, and fovereign Princes of the Jewi/h nation. This act 
bore date on the 18 th day of the month Elul (which was the lixth of their 
months) in the \-jx A year of the sera of the Seleucida, and the third of 
Simon's pontificate. 

At this time the Jews tell us d Simeo n Ben Shetach and Jehudah Ben 
Tabbai were the rettors and chief teachers of the divinity fchool at Je- 
rufalem •, the firft of which, they fay, was prefident, and the other vice- 
prefident of the Sanhedrim: Of thefe feveral fables are told in the Talmud, 
which are not worth troubling the reader with. 
raon°' Queen Cleopatra on her husband's captivity in Tartbia e fhut up her 
4 ' felf with her children in Seleucia on the Orontes, and there many of 
Trypbotis foldiers revolted to her ; for being naturally of a brutifh and 
cruel temper he had artfully concealed this under the cloak of affability and 
good temper, as long as he was courting the favour of the people for the 
carrying on of his ambitious defigns. But when he was poflefTed of the 
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crown, and 'Demetrius made a priibner in Tarthia, he caft of all guard 
and reftraint, which till then he had put upon his inclinations, and let him- 
felf loofe to his own natural difpofition; which being fuch, as many about 
him could not bear, this caufed many defertions from him to Cleopatra, 
But Itili her party alone was not ftrong enough to fupport her, and there- 
fore fearing left the people of Seleucia would rather give her up to Tryphon 
than fuffer a fiege for her fake, fhe f fent to Antiochus Sidetes the brother of 
'Demetrius to join his intereft with hers, offering him the crown and her 
felf in marriage on this condition. For hearing of the marriage of Deme- 
trius with Rhodaguna in Tarthia, and being greatly provoked thereby, 
sflie caft of all regard for him, and refolved to feek a new intereft for her 
fupport by difpofing of her felf in marriage elfewhere, and not feeing 
where fhe could do this more to her advantage, than to the next heir 
of the crown, fhe therefore fent for him, and made him her husband. 

This Antiochus was h fecond fon to Demetrius Soter, and on the wars 
which that Prince had with Alexander Balas, was fent to Cnidus with his 
brother Demetrius the now captive King of Syria, to be there kept out 
of harms way, as hath been already related. He feems to have ftill con- 
tinued in thofe parts after his brother's recovering the crown ; for i he is 
faid to have been at Rhodes, when Demetrius was taken prifoner, and 
therefore no doubt in that place it was, that Cleopatra's meffage found him. 
For he having on the receiving of it accepted the offer, and thereon 
taken upon him the ftyle and title of King of Syria, k he wrote a letter 
to Simon dated from the ifles of the fea, and moft likely this was from 
Rhodes, fince he is faid to have been there fo lately before, as at the time 
of the firft news of his brother's captivity. 

The fubftance of his letter to Simon was ! to complain of the unjuft 
ufurpation of Tryphon, and to let him know, that he was preparing to 
come into Syria to take vengeance of that ufurper ; and recover his fa- 
ther's kingdom ; and therefore to gain him over to his intereft makes him 
many grants, and promifeth him many more, when he mould be fully 
fettled in the throne, as may be feen in that letter, i Maccab. xv. z — 9. 

And accordingly in the beginning of the next year m he landed \n/t». 139. 
Syria with an army of mercenaries, whom he had hired in Greece, letter Simon 
Ajia, and the ifles, and having married Cleopatra joined her forces to his 
own, and marched againft Tryphon. Whereon "moft of the ufurper's 
forces now weary of his tyranny went over from him to Antiochus, which 
augmented his army to the number of an hundred and twenty thoufand 
foot, and eight thoufand horfe. This being a power Tryphon could not 
keep the field againft, he retreated to Dora, a city near Ttolemais in 
Thcenicia, where being befieged by Antiochus with all his forces both by 
fea and land, and finding the place not capable of long holding out againft 
fo great a power, he made his efcape by fea to Orthojia, another maritim 
town in Tbmiicia, from whence flying to Apamia his own native city, he 
was there taken and put to death. And hereby an end being put to his 
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ufurparion, Antiochus became fully poflefled of his father's throne, and fate 
in it nine years. He ° being much given to hunting had the name Sidetes 
(i. e. the bunker) given unto him, from Zidah a word of that fignification 
in the Syriac language. 

SI MO N being inflated in the fovereign command of Judaa by the ge- 
neral confent of all that nation in the manner as above related, thought it 
would be of great advantage to him for his firmer eftablifhment in it to 
get himfelf acknowledged what they had made him by the Romans, and to 
have all their former leagues and allowances renewed with him under the 
ityle and title which he then bore of High-Prieft and Prince of the Je-ws. 
And f therefore he fent another embafly to them for this purpofe with a 
prefent of a large mield of gold weighing a thoufand Mime, which accord- 
ing to the loweit computation of an Attic Mina amounted to the value of 
fifty thoufand pound of our prefent fterling money. Both the prefent and 
the embafiy were very acceptable to the fenate, and therefore they not on- 
ly renewed their league and alliance with Simon and his people in the man- 
ner he defired, but alfo ordered that Lucius Cornelius e Pifi one of the con- 
suls mould write letters to 'Ptolemy King of Egypt, Attalus King of Ter- 
gamus, Ariarathes King of Cappadocia, Demetrius King of Syria, and Mi- 
thridates King of Parthia, and to all the cities and ftates of Greece, lejfer 
AJia, and the ifles that were then in alliance with them, to let them know 
that the Jews were their friends and allies, and that therefore they Ihould 
not attempt any thing to their damage, or protect any traitors or fugitives 
of that nation againtt them, but mould deliver up to Simon the High-priett 
and Prince of the Jews all fuch traitors and fugitives as mould flee unto 
them whenever demanded by him. 

Th e letters to the Syrian King were directed to Demetrius, though then 
a prifoner in Parthia, becaufe neither Tryphon nor Antiochus Sidetes, who 
were then contending for the crown at the time when thefe letters were 
written, were either of them acknowledged as King by the Romans ; and 
therefore when thefe letters were brought into Syria, they were of no be- 
nefit to Simon or the Jews: For Antiochus having no regard to them, as 
not being written to him, as foon as he had driven Tryphon out of the field, 
took the firft opportunity to quarrel with Simon. For although Simon fent 
to Antiochus while he was befieging Tryphon at Dora two thoufand chofen 
men for his afliftance, with gold, and filver, and arms, and other inftru- 
ments and engines of war, he would not receive any of them, but rescind- 
ing all that he had formerly granted or promifed, fent Athenobius one of 
his friends to him to remand the restoration of Gazara, Joppa, and the 
fortrefs of Jerufalem, with feveral other places then held by Simon, which 
he claimed as belonging to the kingdom of Syria, or elfe five hundred ta- 
lents in lieu of them, and five hundred talents more for the damages that were 
done by the Jews within the borders of his other dominions. On c Athe- 
nobius's coming to Jerufalem with this meifage Simon's anfwer was, that 
for Gazara and Joppa he was content to pay the King an hundred talents; 
but as to all the reft he told him it was the inheritance of their fore-fathers, 
which they had for a time been wrongfully deprived of, and that having 
now again gotten poffeflion of it, they were refolved to keep it. This an- 
fwer very much angring Athenobius, he without replying any thing thereto 
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returned in great wrath to the King, and made report to him of what Si- 
mon had faid, and alfo of what he had feen of the pomp and grandeur in 
which he lived. For being now fovereign Prince of the Jews he was 
ferved in much plate of gold and filver, had many attendants, and in all 
things elfe appeared in the fame manner of fplendor and glory as other 
Princes did ; at all which the King being very much offended, refolved on 
a war againft him: And therefore s having made Cendebaus, one of his no- 
bles, captain and governor of the fea-coaits of Taleftine, he fent him with 
one'part of his army to fight againft Simon, and in the mean time he with 
the other purfued after Tryphou, till he had taken and flain him in the man- 
ner as I have mentioned. 

C E ND E BJEU S forthwith c marched with his forces into the parts 
near Jamnia and Jofpa, and having there, according to the orders which 
he had received from the King, fortified Kedron, he placed a ftrong party 
of his army in it, and from thence began to make inroads upon the Jews, 
and to kill, and plunder, and commit all manner of hoftilities in their land. 
Whereon " John the fon of Simon, who lived at Gazara in the neighbour- 
hood, went from thence to Jerufalem to acquaint his father of thefe par- 
ticulars. By which Simon perceiving that the intention of Antiochus was 
to make war upon him, got together an army of twenty thoufand foot, with 
a proportionable number of horfe. And becaufe he himfelf being now 
broken with age could no more bear the fatigues of war, he committed 
the command of them to Judas and John his fons, and fent them forth to 
fight the enemy. The firft night after they took the field they encamped 
at Modin, the original feat of their family, and from thence the next day 
after marched out againft Cendebaus. This foon brought it to a battel be- 
tween them, in which Cendebaus being overthrown, loft two thoufand of 
his men, and the reft fled part to Kedron, and part to other ftrong holds 
near the field of battel, and part to Azotus. Judas being wounded in the 
fight was forced to ftay behind ; but John following the purfuit till he came 
to Azotm, and having there taken their fortreffes and towers of defence 
burned them with fire. After this the two brothers having driven the 
Syrians out of thofe parts, and fettled all matters there in quiet, returned 
in triumph to Jerufalem. 

TTO LE MT Thyfcon had now reigned in Egypt feven years, during An. i 3 8. 
all which time we find nothing elfe recorded of him but his monftrous vices Simon 6 
and his deteftable cruelties, fcarce w any other Prince having been more 
brutal in lufts, or more barbarous and bloody in the government of his peo- 
ple : And befides, in all his other conduct he appeared very defpicable and 
foolifli, ufually both doing and faying very childifh and ridiculous things in 
publick as well as in private ; whereby he incurred to a great degree the 
contempt as well as the hatred and deteftation of his people : And that he 
kept the crown upon his head under fo general an odium and averfion of 
his fubjecis, was x wholly owing to Hierax his chief minifter. He was by 
birth of Antioch, and the fame who in the reign of Alexander Balas had 
in joint commiflion with Diodotus (afterwards called Tryphon) the govern* 
ment of that city. On the turn of affairs that afterwards happen'd in Syria 
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lie retired into Egypt , and there falling into the fervice of 'Ptolemy 'Phjj- 
cou, became the chief commander of his armies, and the chief manager of 
all his other affairs ; and being a very valiant and wife man, he by taking 
care of well paying the foldiers, and balancing by his good and wife mini- 
ftration the male-adminiftrations of his mafter, and remedying and prevent- 
ing as many of them as he was able, had hitherto the fuccefs to keep all 
things quiet in that kingdom. 

This year as a great monftef of cruelty begun his reign at Tergamus 
y Attains "Philometor the fon of Eumenes, who fucceeded Attains his uncle 
in that kingdom. Ke being a minor at the death of his father, the tui- 
tion of him with the crown was left to Attains the uncle, who fo faithful- 
ly discharged his truft, that he . not only carefully bred up the pupil, but on 
his death, which happen'd this year, * left the crown to him, palling by the 
children which he had of his own ; for he looked on the crown as left 
him by his brother to be no more than a defojltum entrufted with him for 
his nephew ; and therefore he accordingly reitored it to him in the next 
fucceftion, which is a procedure very rarely practifed where a crown is the 
thing in poffeflion. Another inftance of men a reftoration is fcarce any where 
elfe to be found in hillory, Princes being ufually no lefs folicitous to pre- 
lerve their crowns to their pofterity than to thcmfclvcs. But this turned 
to the great plague and calamity of the whole kingdom ; for this Attains 
Thilometor being more than half a madman, managed his government ac- 
cordingly, in a very wild, irrational and pernicious manner : For he a had 
fcarce been warm in his throne e'er he ftained it all over with the blood of 
his nearcft relations, and other the beft. friends of his family ; putting to 
death moft of thofe who with the greateft fidelity had ferved his father and 
his uncle, pretending againft fome of them that they had by evil arts caufed 
the death of Stratonice his mother, who deceafed an old woman ; and 
againft others, that they caufed by the like evil arts the death of Berenice his 
wife, who died of an incurable difeafe which flie happen'd to fall into : And 
others he put to death upon vain and groundlefs fufpicions, cutting off' with 
them their wives and children and all their whole families. b Thefe execu- 
tions he did by the hands of his mercenaries, whom he had hired out of the 
moft cruel and favage of the barbarous nations, they only being fit inftru- 
ments for fuch bloody and abominable work. After he had thus in a wild 
and mad fury cut off the beft men in his kingdom, c he withdrew from the 
publick view, appearing no more abroad among the people, nor was he any 
more feen at home entertaining himfelf either in banquets or publick re- 
pairs, but putting on a fordid apparel, and letting his beard grow to a great 
length without trimming it, behaved himfelf in the fame manner as thofe 
ufed to do who were under arraignment for fome great crime, acfing here- 
by as if he had acknowledged himfelf guilty of all the villany he had done. 
And going on after this rate into other extravagancies, d he neglecfed all 
the afiairs of the government and betook himfelf to his garden, there dig- 
ging the ground himfelf ; and fowing it with all manner of poifonous and 
unwholfome herbs, as well as with thofe that were wholfome, he infecfed 
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the wholfome with the juices of the poifonous, and then fent them as efpe- 
cial prefents to his friends. And thus he wore out in wild and cruel extra- 
vagancies the remander of his reign , the beft recommendation of which 
was that it was very fhort, for it ended after five years time in his death, 
which then happen'd in the manner as will be hereafter related in its pro- 
per place. 

A NT I O C HV S Sidetes after having vanquiflied Tryphon, and wholly ,u. , ; - 
broken and brought under all that were of his party, did next e betake s; »^" - 
himfelf to recover to the Syrian empire all fuch cities and places as had 
taken the advantage of the late diffractions that followed upon his father's 
death to revolt from it. And having gained full fuccefs herein, he fettled 
all things within the kingdom of Syria again upon the fame bottom on 
which they were before thefe diffractions begun. 

But in Egypt all things were worfe and worfe : For whether it were that An. 1 36. 
Hierax f was dead, or elfe that the madnefs of the Prince overbore all the ^ imo '' b - 
wifdom and prudence of the chief minifter, we hear thence nothing of him 
from this time but his barbarous cruelties and monftrous mifmanagemcnts 
in all his conduct. sMolt of thofe who were the forwardeft to call him to 
the crown on his brother's deceafe,. and after that to fupport him in it, he 
caufelefly put to death. Moll of thofe who had the favour of 'Philometor 
his brother, or had been employed in his fervice, he either ilew or drove 
into banifhment, and by his foreign mercenaries, whom he let loofe to com- 
mit all manner of murthers and rapines as they pleafed, he opprefTed and 
terrified the Alexandrians to fo great a degree, that moll of them fled into 
other countries to avoid his cruelty, and left their city in a manner defolate. 
That therefore he might not reign over empty houfes without inhabitants, 
he by his proclamations difperfed over the neighbouring countries, invited 
all flrangers to come thither to re-people the place. Whereon great multi- 
tudes flocking thither, he gave them the habitations of thofe that were fled, 
and admitting them to all the rights, privileges and immunities of the for- 
mer citizens, he by this means again replcnifh'd the city. 

h There being among thofe that fled out of Egypt on this occafion many 
grammarians, philofophers, geometricians, phyficians, mulicians, and other 
mailers and profelfors of ingenious arts and fciences, this banifhment of theirs 
became the means of reviving learning again in Greece, lejfer Afia, and the ifles, 
and in all other places where they went. The wars which followed after the 
death of Alexander among thofe that fuccecded him had in a manner extin- 
guiflied learning in all thofe parts ; and it would have gone nigh to have been 
utterly loft amidft the calamities of thofe times, but that it found a fupport 
under the patronage of the Ttolemies at Alexandria : For the firft Ptolemy 
having there erecf ed a Mufaum or college for the maintenance and encou- 
ragement of learned men, and alfo a great library for their ufe, (of both 
which I have already fpoken) this drew molt of the learned men of Greece 
thither : And the fecond and third Ttolemy having followed herein the 
fame Heps of their predeceflbr, Alexandria became the place where the li- 
beral arts and fciences, and all other parts of learning, were preferved and 
fioun flied in thofe ages, when they were almoft dropp'd everywhere elfe, 
and moit.of its inhabitants were bred up in the knowledge offomeor other of 
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them. And hereby it came to pafs, that when they were driven into fo- 
reign parts by the cruelty and oppreffion of the wicked tyrant I have men- 
tioned, being qualified to gain themfelves a maintenance by teaching, each 
in the places where they came, the particular profefTions they were skill'd 
in, they accordingly betook themfelves hereto, and erected fchools for 
this purpofe in all the countries above-mentioned through which they were 
difperfed ; and they being, by reafon of their poverty, content to teach 
for a fmall hire, this drew great numbers of fcholars to them, and by this 
means all the feveral branches of learning became again revived in thofe 
eaftern parts, in the fame manner as they were in thefe latter ages in the 
weftern, after the taking of Confront iriople by the Turks. For till then 
moft of the learning of the weft was in fchool divinity, and the canon law ; 
and altho' the former of thefe was built more upon Ariftotle than the holy 
fcriptures, yet they had nothing of Ariftotle in thofe days, but in a tran- 
flation at the third hand. The Saracens had tranflated the works of that 
phiiofopher into Arabic, and from thence thofe christians of the Latin 
church, who learnt philofophy from the Saracens in Spain, tranflated them 
into Latin. And this was the only text of that author, on which, during 
the reign of the fchoolmen, all their comments on him were made. And 
yet upon no better a foundation are fome of thofe decifions in divinity 
built, which the Romanifts hold as infallible, than what they have thus bor- 
rowed from an heathen phiiofopher, handed to them in a tranflation made 
by the difciples of Mahomet. But when Conftantinople was taken by Ma- 
homet the King of the T urks in the year of our Lord 1453, and the learned 
men, who dwelt there, and in other parts of Greece, fearing the cruelty 
and the barbarity of the Turks, fled into Italy, they brought thither with 
them their books and their learning, and there firft under the patronage 
of the Princes of that countrey (efpecially of Lorenzo de Med 'tces, the full 
founder of the greatnefs of his family) propagated both : And this gave 
the rife to all that learning in thefe weftern parts, which hath ever fince 
grown and flouriftied in them. 

A t the fame time that foreigners were flocking to Alexandria for the 
repeopling of that city, '' there came thither Tublius Scipio Africanus junior, 
Spurim Mummius, and L. Metellus, in an embafly from the Romans. It 
was theufage of that people often to fend out embaflies to infpe£t the affairs 
of their allies, and to make up and compofe what differences they Ihould 
find among them, and for this purpofe this famous embafly, confifting of 
three of the moft eminent men of Rome, was at this time fent from thence. 
Their commiflion was to pafs thorough Egypt, Syria, AJia, and Greece, 
to fee and obferve how the affairs of each kingdom and ftate in thofe coun- 
tries flood, and to take an account how the leagues, they had made with 
the Romans, were kept and obferv'd, and to fet all things at rights, that 
they mould find any where amifs among them. And this truft they every 
where difcharged fo honourably and juftly, and fo much to the benefit and 
advantage of thofe they were fent to, in regulating their diforders, and ad- 
jufting all differences, which they found among them, that they were no 
fooner returned to Rome, k but ambafladors followed them from all places 
where they had been, to thank the fenate for fending fuch honourable per- 
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fons to them, and for the great benefits they had received from them. The 
firft place which they came to in the difcharge of their commi/lion being 
Alexandria in Egypt, they were there received by the King in great ftate; 
But they made their entrance thither with fo little 1 that Scipio, who was 
then the greateft man in Rome, had no more than one friend, Tanatius 
the philofopher, and five fervants in his retinue. And although they were 
during their flay there entertained with all the varieties of the moftfumptuous 
fare, yet they m would touch nothing more of it, than what was ufeful in 
the molt temperate manner for the neceflary fupport of nature, defpiling 
all the reft as that which corrupted the mind as well as the body, and bred 
vicious humours in both. Such was the moderation and temperance of the 
Romans at this time, and hereby it was that they at length advanced their 
ftate to fo great an height, and in this height would they have ftill conti- 
nued, could they ftill have retained the fame virtues. But when their prof- 
perity, and the great wealth obtained thereby, became the occafion that 
they degenerated into luxury and corruption of manners, they drew decay 
and ruin as faft upon them, as they had before victory and profperity, till 

at length they were undone by it. So that the poet faid juftly of them 

""Savior Armis Luxuria incnbuit viElumque ulctfiitur Orbem. When the 
■ ambaffadors had taken a full view of Mexatidria, and the ftate of affairs in 
that city, °they failed up the Nile to fee Memphis, and other parts of 
Egypt ; whereby having thoroughly informed themfelves of the p great 
number of cities, and the vaft multitude of inhabitants that were in that 
countrey, and alio of the ftrength of its fituation, the fertility of its foil, 
and the many other excellencies and advantages of it, they obferved it to 
be a countrey, that wanted nothing for its being made a very potent and 
formidable kingdom, but a prince of capacity and application fufficient to 
form it thereto. And therefore no doubt it was to their great fatisfaction 
that they found the prefent King thoroughly deftitute of every qualification, 
that was neceflary for fuch an undertaking; for ^nothing could appear more 
defpicable, than he did to them in every interview they had with him. Of 
his cruelty, barbarity, luxury, and other vile and vicious difpofitions, which 
he was addicfed to, I have in part already fpoken, and there will be occa- 
fions hereafter to give more inftances of them. And the deformities of his 
body were no lefs than thofe of his foul; for r he was of a moft deformed 
countenance, of a Ihort ftature, and fuch a monftrous and prominent belly 
therewith, as no man was able to encompafs with both his arms. So that 
by reafon of this load of flefli acquired by his luxury he was fo unweildy, 
that he never ftepped abroad without a ftaff to lean on. And over this vile 
carcafs he wore a garment s fo thin and tranfparent, that there were feen 
through it, not only all the deformities of his body, but alfo thofe parts, 
which it is one of the main ends of garments modeltly to cover and con- 
ceal. From this deformed monfter the ambafladors paffed over to Cyprus, 
and from thence proceeded to execute their commiflion in all the other 
countries, to which they were fent. 
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Ak. 141. la the month of Shebat (which was in the latter end of the Jewijh year, 
Hyrca- and m tne beginning of the Julian) ' Simon making a progrefs through the 
nus r. cities of Judab, to take care for the well ordering of all things in them 
came to Jericho, having then two of hisfons, Judas and Mattathias, there 
in company with him ; 'Ptolemy the fon of Abubus, who had married one 
of his daughters, being governor of the place under him, invited him to 
the caftle which he had built in the neighbourhood, to partake of an enter- 
tainment he had there provided for him: Simon and his fons fufpefting no 
evil from fo near a relation accepted of the invitation, and went thither. 
But the perfidious wretch having laid a defign for the ufurping of the go- 
vernment of Judaa to himfelf, and concerted the matter with Antiochus 
Sidetes King of Syria, for the accomplifhing of it wickedly plotted the de- 
ftruction of Simon and his fons. And therefore having hid men in the 
caftle, where the entertainment was made, when his guefts had well drunk, 
he brought forth thefe murderers upon them, and aflaffinated them all 
three, while they were fetting at his banquet, and all thofe that attended 
upon them ; and thinking immediately hereupon to make himfelf mailer of 
the whole land, fent a party to Gazara where John refided, to flay him 
alfo ; and wrote letters to the commanders of the army, that had their fta- 
tion in thofe parts, to come over to him, proffering them gold and filver 
and other rewards to draw them into his deligns. But John having received 
notice of what had been done at Jericho, before this party could reach 
Gazara, he was there provided for them ; and therefore fell on them, and 
cut them all off, as foon as they approached the place. And then haften- 
ing to Jerufalem fecured that city, and the mountain of the temple, againft 
thofe whom the traitor had fent to feize both. And being thereupon de- 
clared High-prieft and Prince of the Jews in the place of his father Simon, 
he took care every where to provide for the fecurity of the countrey, and 
the peace of all thofe that dwelt in it. Whereon Ptolemy being defeated 
of all thofe plots, which he had laid for the compaffing of his defigns, had 
nothing now left to do, but to fend to Antiochus to come with an army for 
the accomplifhing of them by open force ; without which being no longer 
able to fupport himfelf againft John in Judaa, he fled to Ze?io lirnamed 
Cotyla, who was then tyrant of Philadelphia, and there waited till Antiochus 
Ihould arrive. What became of him afterwards is uncertain ; for altho' 
Antiochus came at his call into Judaa, and a bitter war thereon enfued, 
yet after his flight to Zeno no more mention is made of him. Altho' the 
treafon might be acceptable enough to that King, becaufe of the fair pro- 
fpeft that was given him by the advantage of it again to recover Judaa 
to his crown, yet he could not but abhor fuch an execrable traitor, and 
perchance dealt with him according to what his wickednefs deferved. But 
here ending the hiftory of the Maccabees, as contained in the apocryphal 
books of fcripture known by that name, I fliall here alfo end this fourth 
book of my prefent work. 



1 i Maccab. xvi. 14 22. Jofephus lib. 13. cap. 14. 
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NTIOCHVS SidetesKing of Syria'having received from i3f- 
"Ptolemy the fori of Abubm the account which he had fent uy^- 
him of the death of Simon and his fons, made hafte to take nus 1, 
the advantage of it for the reducing of Judaa again under 
the Syrian empire ; and therefore forthwith marched thi- 
therward with a great army, and having over-run the coun- 
driven Hyrcanus out of the field, fhut him up and all his forces 
vn.Jerufalem> and there befieged him with his whole army divided 
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into feven camps, whereby he enclofed him all round ; and to do this tho 
more effectually he caufed two large and deep ditches to be drawn round 
the city, one of circumvallation, and the other of contravallation ; fo that 
by reafon hereof none could come out from the befieged to make their 
cfcape, or any get in to them to bring them relief. And therefore 
when Hyrcanus, to rid himfelf of unprofitable mouths which confumed the 
ftores of the befieged without helping them in the defence of the place, 
put all fuch as were ufelefs for the wars out of the city, they could not 
pafs the ditch that enclofed them, but were pent up between that and the 
walls of the city, and were there forced to abide, till at length Hyrcanm 
found it neceflary for the faving of them from perifliing by famine to re- 
ceive them in again. This fiege continued till about the time of the be- 
ginning of autumn, the befiegers all this while daily making their ailaulrv, 
and the befieged as valiantly defending themfelves againft them, always re- 
pulfing the enemy, and often making failles upon them, and in thofe fallies 
fometimes burning their engines, and deftroying their works ; and thus it went 
on till the time of the Jews fealt of tabernacles, which was always held 
in the middle of the firft autumnal moon. On the approach of that holy 
time Hyrcanus fent to Antiochus to pray a truce during the feftival, which 
he not only readily granted, but alfo fent beafts, and other things necefla- 
ry for the facrifices then to be offered ; which giving Hyrcanus an infiance 
of the equity and benignity, as well as of the piety of that Prince, this en- 
couraged him to fend to him again for terms of peace, which meflage be- 
ing complied with, a treaty thereon commenced, in which Hyrcanus hav- 
ing yielded that the befieged mould deliver up their arms, that Jerufalem 
lhould be difmantled, and that tribute mould be paid the King for Jaffa 
and the other towns held by the Jews out of Judaa, peace was made up- 
on thefe terms. It was demanded alfo by Antiochus that the fortrefs at 
Jerufalem mould be rebuilt, and a garrifon again received into it ; but this 
Hyrcanus would not confent to, remembring the damage and mifchiet 
which the Jews had received from the former garrifon in that place ; but 
rather chofe to pay the King five hundred talents to buy it .off! Whereon 
fuch of thofe terms as were capable of an immediate execution being ac- 
cordingly executed , and hoftages given for the performance of the reft, 
(one of which was a brother of Hyrcanus) the fiege was raifed, and peace 
again reftored to the whole land. This was done in the 9 th month after the 
death of Simon. 

When Hyrcanus fent to Antiochus for peace b he was brought almoft to 
the laft extremity through want of provifions, all the ftores of the city be- 
ing in a manner fpent and exhaufted ; which being well known in the camp 
of the befiegers, thofe that were about Antiochus prefled him hard to make 
ufe of this opportunity for the deftroying and utterly extirpating the whole 
nation of the Jews ; they urged againft them that they had been driven 
out of Egyft as an impious people hated by God and man ; that they treat- 
ed all mankind befides themfelves as enemies, refufing communication with 
all excepting thofe of their own feet, neither eating, nor drinking, nor 
freely converging with any other, nor worfhipping any of the fame gods 
with them, but ufing laws, cuftoms and a religion quite different from all 
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other nations ; and that therefore they deferved that all other nations fhould 
treat them with the fame averfion and hatred , and cut them all off and 
deftroy them as declared enemies to all mankind. And b Tiiodorm Siculus* 
as well as b Jofefhus tells us, that it was wholly owing to the generofity and 
clemency of Antiochus that the whole nation of the Jews were not at this 
time totally cut off and utterly deftroyed, but had peace granted unto them 
upon the terms above mentioned. 

Of the five hundred talents which by the terms of this peace were to 
be paid to Antiochus, three hundred were laid down in prefent ; c for the 
payment of the other two hundred time was allowed. Jo/ephus tells us 
d that Hyrcanus to find money for this and other occafions of the govern' 
ment broke up the fepulchre of 'David, and took from thence three thou- 
fand talents ; and the like he afterwards e tells us of Herod, as if he alfo 
had robb'd the fame fepulchre, and taken great riches from it - But both 
thefe ftories are very improbable. <David had been now dead near nine 
hundred years, and what is told of this matter fuppofeth this treafure to 
have been buried up with him all this time; it fuppofeth, that as often as 
the city of Jerufalem, the palace, and the temple had during the reiens 
of the Kings of Judah been plundered of all their wealth and treafure bv 
prevailing enemies (as they/had often been,) this dead flock ftill remained 
fafe from all rifle or violation; n fuppofeth, that as often as thofe Kine* 
were forced s to take all the treafure that could be found in the houfe of 
the Lord, as well as m their own, to relieve the exigencies of the ftate, 
they never meddled with this treafure in David's grave there ufeleflv buried 
with the dead ; it fuppofeth, that when one of the worft of their Kinss 
* Peered the temple of its facred veiTels, and cut them in pieces to ml 
them down into money for his common occafions, and when one of the 
beft of them ' was forced to cut off the gold with which the gates and pil- 
ars of the temple were overlaid to buy off a deftroying enemy, this ufefcfe 
treafure ftill continued unmeddled with in both thefe cafes: Nay fa ther it 
fuppofeth that when - Nebuc haduexxar deftroyed both the city and the tern 
Pie of Jerufalem, and both thereon lay in rubbi/h a great many years this 

lye fecure and untouched; and alfo that when'^W^x Epiphaneslt 
ftroyed this city, and robb'd the temple of all he could find in liffl m <n7- 

k wL S hre rT d th V reafure buded in h < tho ' it was thu s tetod 

it was wholly ufelefs and unprofitable for the fervice either of God or man) 

S lf F d aU T,? n f ° f vioIation ' as in 311 former and was £ver 

touched nor meddled with till Hyrcanus laid bis hands upon it ; aU wh ch 
%>pofition S feem utterly improbable , and beyond all belief Whit he 
manner of the fepulchres of 2W and the Kings of his lineage was I have 
"already defcribed ; they were vaults cut out of a marble iocf, one wfth! 
« another, where there was no earth to bury up or cover any hidden 

-JETS!. 2 Cbr ° n - XXXVi " Jer -' ah * S 'S. , Maccab. v. 



Veil. Hh; 



treafure. 



2%6 Connection^/ the HisTofcYtf/ Part IL 

treafure, but whatfoever was there laid muft have lain open to the view 
of every one that entred into them. If there were any foundation of truth 
in this matter, I can only refolve it into this, that feveral rich men, who 
feared Herod's rapacity , hid their treafures in thofe vaults, thinking that 
they would be there beft fecured from it ; and that this crafty tyrant hav- 
ing gotten notice of it, feized what was there depofited, as if it had been 
King David's treafure , and then trumped up this ftory of Hyrcatius to 
fcreen himfelf from cenfure by the example of fo good and great a man. 
But it is moft likely that both parts of the ftory are a mere ficfion pick'd 
up by Jofephus without any ground of truth, as are alfo fome other parti- 
culars in his hiftory. 

In "this firft year of Hyrcanus Matthias Aphlias a prieft of the courfe 
of Joarib married a daughter of Jonathan the late Prince of the Jews, of 
whom was born Matthias Curt us ; of this Matthias was born Jofephus, 
who was the father of another Matthias, of whom was born Jo/ephtts the 
hiftorian in the firft year of Caligula the Roman Emperor, which was the thir- 
ty feventh of the vulgar aera from Chrijfs incarnation. 
An. 1 34. S CIT1 0 Africanus junior going to the war of Numantium in Spain, ° An- 
J? hn tiochus Sidetes fent thither to him very valuable and magnificent prefents, 
bus""" which he received publickly, while he was fitting on his tribunal in the 
fight of the whole army, and ordered them to be delivered into the hands 
p of the queftor for the publick charges of the war ; it being the temper of 
the Romans at this time to do and receive all they could for the intereft of 
the commonwealth, without taking or rcferving any thing to themfelves, 
but the honour of faithfully ferving it to the utmoft of their power ; and 
as long as this temper lafte'd they profpered in all their undertakings ; but 
afterwards, when this publick fpirit became turned all into felf-intereft, and 
none ferved the publick but to ferve themfelves by plundering it, every- 
thing then went backward with them, as faft as it had gone forward with 
them before, till they were foon after fvvallowed up, firft in tyranny, and 
afterwards in ruine. 

An. 133. ATTALDS King of 'Pergamus* going on in his wild freaks, took a 
John fancy of employing himfelf in the trade of a founder, and projecting to 
^3?" ma ke a brazen Monument for his mother, while he laboured in melting 
and working the brafs in an hot fummer's day, he contrafted a fever, of 
which he died on the feventh day after ; whereby his people had the hap- 
pinefs of being delivered from an horrid tyrant. At his death he left a 
will 1 , whereby he made the Romans heirs of all his goods ; by virtue where- 
of they feized his kingdom, reckoning that among his goods, and reduced 
it into the form of a province, 5 which was called the Troper AJia. But 
Ariftonicus the next heir did not tamely fubmit hereto ; he was the fon of 



n Jofephus in libro de vita fua. ° Epitome Livii, lib. 5-7. P That is of the trcafurer 

of the army ; for every Roman general that went to any war, had always fuch a treasurer fent with 
him to manage the publick charges of the war. q Juflin. lib. 36. cap. 4. r Plutarchus in 
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s the word Afia when put alone, unlefs otherwifc determined by the context, Jignifieth one of the four 
quarters of the world. That part of it which lies between mount Taurus on the eafi, and the Hel- 
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Eumenes, and the brother of Attalm, tho' by another mother ; c by virtue 
whereof claiming the crown as his inheritance, he got together an army 
and took pofleflion of it, and it coll the Rowans the death of " one of their 
confuls, the lofs of an army with him, and a four years war, before they 
could reduce him and his party, and thoroughly fettle themfelves in the 
pofleflion of the countrey. And here ended the Tergamenian kingdom^ 
which included the greateft part of lejfer Jlfia, after it had continued tho- 
rough the fucceflion of fix Kings. 

In w the thirty eighth year of 'Ptolemy Euergetes the fecond, alias Thyf- a*. i 3? , 
con, J ejus the fon of Sirach, a Jew of Jerufalem coming into Egypt and J ohn "* 
fettling there, tranflated out of Hebrew into Greek for the ufe of the hel- j^ y s r "~ 
leniftical Jews the book of Jefus his grandfather, which is the fame we 
now have among the apocryphal fcriptures in our Engli/h bible by the name 
of Ecclejiajiicm. The ancients called it -srctvu^ejov, that is, the treafire of 
all virtue, as fuppofing it to contain maxims leading to every virtue. It 
was originally written in Hebrew by Jefus the author of it about the time 
that Onias the fecond of that name was High-prieft at Jerufalem, and tran- 
flated into Greek by Jefus the fon of Sirach, grandfon to the author. The 
Hebrew original is now loft ; it was extant in the time of Jerom, for x he 
tells us that he had feen it under the title of The Tarables, but the com- 
mon name of it in Greek was The wifdom of Jefus the fon of Sirach. At 
prefent the title in our printed Greek copies is The wifdom 0/ Sirach, which 
is an abbreviation made with great abfurdity ; for it afcribes the book to 
Sirach, who was neither the author nor the tranflator of it, and therefore 
could neither way have any relation to it. There is indeed a controverfv 
whether Sirach was the father of Jefus the author of the book, or of Je~ 
fus the tranflator of it: Or rather, to reduce it to other terms, whether 
he that is called Jefus the fon of Sirach, were Jefus that was the author 
of the book, or elfe Jefus his grandfon, that was the tranflator of it ; the 
matter not being of any great moment, I am content to be concluded by 
the firft prologue premifed to the book in our Englifb bible, in which it 
is plainly aflerted, that Jefus the author of the book was the grandfather 
birach the fon, and Jefus the tranflator the grandfon. And therefore ac- 
cording to this prologue it is the grandfon, and not the grandfather, that 
was called Jefus the fon of Sirach. And it feems moft likely, that the 
conclufion of the book (chap. 50. f. 27, a8, x 9 .) are the words of the 
translator, and fo alfo the prayer in the laft chapter: For what is there faid 
by the writer of it, r of the danger he was brought into of his life before 
the King on an unjuft accufation, feems plainly to point to the reign of 
Ttolemy Thyfcon whofe cruelty inclined him to bring any one, and on 
the hghteft occafion, into danger of his life that came under his power ; 
which could not be the cafe of the grandfather, who lived at Jerufalem 
three ages before, when there was no fuch tyranny in that place. I have 
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above made mention of the firtt preface prefi xed before this book in the 
Englijh verfion, this implies, that there was a fecond. This fecond pre- 
face was written by J ejus the grandfon of the author, who tranllated the 
book into the Greek language. Who was the compofer of the firft is not 
known ; it is taken out of the book entituled Synopjis Sacra Scriptura^ 
which is afcribed to Athanajtas, and if it be not his (as it is by many held 
that it is not) yet it is moft certainly a book of ancient compofure, and as 
far as it is fo, it carries authority with it, tho' the author be not certainly 
known. The Latin verfion of this book of Ecdejiajiicus hath more in it 
than the Greek? feveral particulars being inferted into it, which are not in 
the other. Thefe feem to have been interpolated by the firft author of 
that verfion, but now the Hebrew being loll, the Greek, which hath been 
made from it by the grandfon of the author, mult {land for the original, 
and from that the Englijh tranflation hath been made. The Jews have 
now a book among them, which they call the book of Ben Sira, i. e. the 
book of the Jon oj Sira, and this book containing a collection of moral 
fayings, hence 1 fome would have it, that this Ben Sira , or Jon oj Sira, 
was the fame with Ben Siracb or the Jon oj Sirach, and * his book the fame 
with Ecdejiajiicus ; but whofoever lhall compare the books, will find that 
there is no foundation for this opinion, except only in the fimilitude of 
the names of the authors of them. 
An. 131. DEMET RID S Nicat or having been feveral years detained as aprifo- 
]ohn ner in Hyrcania by the Parthians, b Antiochus Sidetes his brother under 
nus r " pretence of effecting his deliverance marched with a powerful army into 
the earl againft Phraates the Parthian King. This army confided of above 
eighty thoufand men well appointed for the war. But c the inflruments 
of luxury, that accompanied them, as futlers, cooks, paftry-men, confecti- 
oners, fcullions, ftage-players, muficians, whores, &c . were near four times 
their number, for they are faid to have amounted d to three hundred thou- 
fand perfons ; neither was e the practice of luxury lefs among them than the 
number of its inllruments, and this at length caufed the ruin of the whole 
army, and of the King with it. However at firft Antiochus had full fuccefs: 
For f he overthrew Thraates in three battels, and recovered Babylonia 
and Media -, and thereon all the reft of thofe eaftern countries, which had 
formerly been provinces of the Syrian empire, revolted to him, excepting 
Parthia only, where Thraates was reduced within the narrow limits of the 
firft "Parthian kingdom. Hyrcanus prince of the Jews s accompanied Antio- 
chus in this expedition, and having had his part in all the victories, that 
were obtained, returned with the glory of them at the end of the year. 
An.x^. But the reft of the army wintered in the eaft, and by reafon of the 
John great numbers of them, and their attendants, as amounting to near four 
nusS 03 hundred thoufand perfons, h being forced to difperfe all over the coun- 
trey, and quarter at fuch a diftance from each other, as not to be able 
readily to gather together, and imbody for their mutual defence on any 
occafion, that mould require it, the inhabitants, whom they grievoufly 
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opprefledin all places where they lay, taking the advantage hereof to be re- 
venged on them for it, confpired with the 'Parthians all to fall upon them 
in one and the fame day in their feveral quarters, and there cut all their 
throats, before they mould be able to come together to help each other ; 
arid this they accordingly executed. Hereon ! Antiochus with the forces 
about him haftening to help the quarters, that lay next him , was over- 
powered and flain, and the reft of the army at the fame time were in all 
thofe places, where they lay in quarters, in the fame manner fallen upon 
and all cut in pieces, or made captives , fo that there fcarce returned a 
man into Syria of all this vaft number to carry thither the doleful news of 
this terrible overthrow. In the interim Demetrim was returned into Syria 
and on his brother's death there again recovered the kingdom. For 
Thraates k after being thrice vanquiflied by Antiochm had releafed him from 
his captivity, and fent him back into Syria, hoping that by raifing troubles 
there for the recovery of his crown he might force Antiochm to return 
for the fuppreffing of them. But on the obtaining of this victory he fent 
a party of horfe after him to bring him back again, but Demetrius being 
aware hereof made fuch hafte that he was gotten over the Euphrates into 
Syria, before thefe forces could reach the borders of that countrey. And 
by this means he again recovered his kingdom, and 1 made great rejoicing 
thereon at the fame time, when all the reft of Syria was in great forrow 
and lamentation for the lofs fuftained in the eaft, there being fcarce a fa- 
mily in the whole countrey which had not a part in it. 

After Thraates had gained this victory, he m caufed the body of An- 
tiochus to be taken up from among the dead, and having put it into a filver 
coffin fent it honourably into Syria to be there buried among his anceftors 
and finding a daughter of his among the captives n he was fmitten with her 
beauty, and took her to wife. 

Being fluflied with this fuccefs °he thought of carrying the war into 
Syria for the revenging of this laft invafion upon him, but while he was 
preparing for it he found himfelf entangled with a war at home from the 
Scythians. He had called them into Tarthia to affift him againft Antiochm 
but the work being done before they arrived, he denied them their hire; 
whereon they turned their arms againft him, whom they came to aflift ; 
and to be revenged on him for the wrong hereby done them made war 
upon him, and hereby Thraates was forced to keep at home for the de- 
fending of his own countrey. 

After the death of Antiochus, Hyrcanus took the advantage of the 
ditturbances and divifions, that thenceforth enfued through the whole Sy- 
rian empire, not only to enlarge his territories p by feizing Madeba, Sameta, 
and leveral other places in Syria, Thwnicia and Arabia, and adding them to 
his dominions, but alfo from this time to make himfelf abfolute and wholly 
ind ependent. For after this neither he, nor any o f his defcendants, own- 
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ed any farther dependence on the kings of Syria, but thenceforth whollv 
freed themfelves from all manner of homage, fervitude, or fubje&ion to 
them. 

In the interim Ttolemy Thyfion King of Egypt went ftill on in the fame 
fleps of luxury, cruelty, and tyranny, continuing to increafe the number 
of his moil flagitious iniquities by the guilt of new wickedneffes from time 
to time added to them. I have already related how having married Cleo- 
patra his filter, and relief of his brother j who had reigned before him, he 
flew her fon in her arms on the very day of the nuptials; after this 
i taking greater liking to Cleopatra the daughter, than to Cleopatra the 
mother, he firft deflowered her by violence^ and after that married her, 
having firft divorced her mother to make room for her. And whereas on 
his having by his cruelty driven out molt of the old inhabitants of Alex- 
andria he had repeopled it with new ones, whom he invited thither from 
foreign parts, he foon made himfelf by the exceffes of his wickednefs as 
odious to them, as he was to the former inhabitants, s and therefore think- 
ing he might beft fecure himfeif from them by cutting off their young men, 
who were the ftrength of the place, he caufed his mercenaries to furround 
them in the place of their publick exercifes, when they were there in the 
fulleft numbers met together, and put them all to death. Whereon the 
people being exafperated againtt him to the utmoft r all rofe in a general 
tumult, and in their rage fet fire to his palace with intent to have burnt 
him in it ; but having timely made his efcape he fled to Cyprus carrying 
with him Cleopatra his wife, and Memphitis his fon ; and on his arrival 
thither hearing, that the people of Alexandria had put the government of 
the kingdom into the hand of Cleopatra his divorced wife, he hired an 
army of mercenaries to make war againft both. 

HTR CANV S u haxing taken Shechem the prime feat of the feci: of the 
Samaritans deftroyed their temple on mount Gerizim, which had been 
there built by Sanballat. However they ftill continued to have an altar 
in that place, and ftill have one there, on which they offer facrifices ac- 
cording to the Levitical law even to this day. 
A«. 129. HTR CA NV S after this having conquered the Edomites or Idumaans 
H yr ca- w reduced them to this neceffity, either to embrace the Jewifo religion, 
nus 7. or elfe to leave the countrey, and feek new dwellings elfewhere ; whereon 
chufing rather to leave their idolatry than their countrey, they all be- 
came profelytes to the Jewijh religion , and hereon being incorporated 
into the Jewijh nation, as well as into the Jewijh church, they thence- 
forth became reputed as one and the fame people, and at length the 
name of Edomites or Idumaans being fw alio wed up in that of Jews, it 
became wholly loit, and no more heard of. This abolition of their name 
happen'd about the end of the firft century after ChriJI ; for after that wc 
hear no more mention of the name of Edomites or Idumaans it being by 
that time wholly abforbed in the name of Jews. The Rabbi's indeed fpeak 



r Juftin. lib. 38. cap. 8. Valerius Maximuslib. 9. cap. 1. * Valerius Maximus lib. 9. c. 2. 
1 Jultin.lib. 38. cap. 8. Orofius lib. j-.cap. 10. Epitome Livii lib. 5-9. "Jofephus lib. 13. cap.i"- 
w Jofephus antiq.lib. 13. cap. 17. &libif. cap. 11. Strabo lib. 16. p. 760. Ammonius Grammati- 

cus de (imilitudine & differentia quarundam diftionum ha;c habet Judaifunt, qui a naiurdii" 
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of Edom and Edomites long after that time, but thereby they do not mean 
Idum&a or the fons of Edom., but * Rome, and the Chriftians of the Roman 
empire. For fearing the difpleafure of the chriftians, among whom they 

. ; for avoiding of it, whenever they fpeak any reproachful thing of 
chriftians, or their religion, they ufually blend it under feigned names, 
fometimes calling us Cuthaans , i. e. Samaritans, and fometimes Epicu- 
reans, and fometimes Edomites, and this laft is the civilleft appellation they 
give us. And for profelytes to Judaifm to take the names of Jews, as well as 
their religion, was not peculiar to the Edomites only, it being ufual for all 
others, who took, their religion to take alfo their name, and thenceforth be 
reputed as of the fame nation with them, as well as of the fame religion. 
Thus it was in the time of ^Dion Cafius the hiltorian, and thus it hath 
been ever fince even down to our age. 

But here it is to be noted, that there were 'two forts of profelytes 
among the Jews. 1. The profelytes of the gate, and z. The profelytes 
of juttice. The former they obliged only to renounce idolatry, and worfliip 
God according to the law of nature, which they reduced to feven articles, 
called by them the feven precepts of the fons of Noah. To thefe they 
held all men were obliged to conform, but not fo as to the law of Mofes 
for this they reckoned as a law made only for their nation, and not for the 
whole world. As to the reft of mankind if they kept the law of nature, 
and obferved 3 the precepts above mentioned, they held, that they per- 
formed all that God required of them, and would by this fervice render 
themfelves as acceptable to him, as the Jews by theirs. And therefore 
they allowed all fuch to live with them in their land, and from hence they 
were called Gerim Tojbavim, i. e. fojourning profelytes ; and for the fame 
reafon they were called alfo Gere Shaar, u e. profelytes of the gate, as be- 
ing permitted to dwell with thofe of Ifrael within the fame gates. The 
occafion of this name feems to be taken from thefe words in the fourth 
commandment Vegereka Bifhareka, i. e. and the ft 'rangers which are with- 
in thy gates, which may as well be rendered , thy profelytes which are 
within thy gates, that is the profelytes of the gate, that dwell with thee ; 
for the Hebrew word Ger, which fignifies a ftranger, fignifieth alfo a pro- 
felyte, and both in this place in the fourth commandment come to the fame 
thing ; for no Grangers were permitted to dwell within their gates, unlefs 
they renounced idolatry, and were profelyted fo far as to the obfervance 
of the feven precepts of the fons of Noah. Though they were flaves 
taken in war, they were not permitted to live with them within any of 
the gates of Ifrael on any other terms ; but on their refufal thus far to 
comply were either given up to the fword, or elfe fold to fome foreign 
people. And as thofe who were thus far made profelytes were admitted 

*VideBuxtorfii Lexicon Rabbinicum p. 30, 31. y Verba ejus funt "H jS x <i^ W*,'* >$ *vrl, 

«7»s fyxSiri, i. e. The countrey is called Judasa and the people Jews : And this name is given alfo to 
as many others, as embrace their religion, though of other nations, lib. 36. p. 37. 

* See concerning thefe profelytesUede, hoot 1 . difcourfe 3 . Hammond'/ annotations on Matthew iff. I. 

« xxin i S . BuxtorP/ Lexicon Rabbinicum p. 407 10. But the fit/left account of both thefe forts 

°) profelytes is in MaimoinidesV Yad, from whence it was publijhed by me near 40 years fince -with a 
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to dwell with them, fo alfo were they admitted into the temple there 
to worftrip God ; but were not allowed to enter -any farther than into 
the outer court called the court of the Gentiles : For into the inner 
courts* which were within the enclosure called the Chel none were ad- 
mitted, but only fuch as were thorough profeflbrs of the whole Jewijb 
religion. And therefore when any of thefe fojourning profelytes came 
into the temple, they always worlhipped in the outer court. And of 
this fort of profelytes Naaman the Syrian and Cornelius the centurion are 
held to have been. The other fort of profelytes, called the profelytes of 
juftice, were fuch as took on them the observance of the whole Jewijh 
law ; for although the Jews did not hold this neceflary for fuch as were 
not of their nation, yet they refufed none but gladly received all, who 
would thus profefs their religion, and they are remarked in our Saviour's 
time to have been b very fcdulous to convert all they could hereto. And 
when any were thus profelyted to the Jewijb religion, they were initiated 
to it by baptifm, facrifice, and eircumciiion ; and thenceforth were admit- 
ted to all the rites, ceremonies, and c privileges, that were ufed by the na- 
tural Jews; and in this manner was it, that the Edomites at the command 
of Hyrcanus were made profelytes to the Jewijh religion ; and when they 
had thus taken on them the religion of the Jews they continued united to 
them ever after, till at length the name of Edomites was loll in that of 
Jews, and both people became confolidated into one and the fame nation 
together. 

VTOLEMT Thyfcon, a while he lay in Cyprus, fearing left the Alex- 
andrians ihould make his fon, whom he had appointed governor of Cyrene, 
King in his ftead, fent for him from thence to come to him, and on his 
arrival put him to death, for no' other reafon, but to prevent that which 
perchance without any reafon he feared as to this matter. By e which cruel 
barbarity the Alexandrians being farther exafperated pulled down and de- 
moliflied all his ftatues, wherever erected in their city ; which he inter- 
preting to have been done at the mitigation of Cleopatra his divorced 
Queen, for the revenging of it upon her, caufed Mernphitis the fon he 
had by her, a very hopeful and beautiful young Prince, to be llain before 
his face, and then cutting his body into pieces put them all into a box, with 
the head thereby to ftiew to "whom they belonged, and fent it with them 
therein enclofed to Alexandria by one of his guards, ordering him to pre- 
fent it to the Queen on the day then approaching, which he knew was to 
be celebrated with feafting and feftivai joy, as being the anniverfary of her 
birth ; and accordingly in the midftof the feftivity it was prefented to her, 
which foon turned all the rejoicing and mirth of the feitival into forrow 
and lamentation, and excited in all prefent that horror and deteftation 
againft the tyrant, as fo monflrous and unparallel'd a cruelty deferved ; and 
this difmal prefent being expofed to the people gave them the fame fenti- 
ments, and provoked them with the greater earneftnefs to arm for the 
keeping fo great a monfter of cruelty and barbarity from any more return- 
ing again to reign over them, and accordingly an army was raifed under 



Matth. xxin. iy. c Intermarriages mttft be excepted; for from thefe fome nation* were excluded 
for ever, and others till after fome generations, and -particularly the Edomites -were till the third genera- 
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the command of Mdrjy'ax, whom the Queen had made her general to de-i 
fend the countrey agairift him. 

<PH RAA TES- Hayirig drawn iipon him the 'war of the Scythian 's «, com- 
mitted an overfight'in'the managing of it as great as the ihjuftice whereby 
he brought it upon him : For to ftrengthen himfelf againft thefe enemies, 
he intrufted his fafetyinto the hands of thofe whom he had made more 
his enemies than the others, that is the Grecian mercenaries, who followed 
King Antiochusm. his' late expedition into thofe parts againft him. For 
having taken prifoners great numbers of them in the late overthrow of that 
Prince, he on the breaking out of this new war lifted them all among his 
other forces, for. the better ftreng'thening of his army for it. But when 
they had thus gotten arms into their hands, remembring the wrongs, in- 
folencies, and other ill ufages with which they had been treated during 
their captivity, refolved to make ufe of this opportunity to be revenged 
for them ; and therefore as foon as the armies joined battel they went 
over to the Scythians, and by this conjunction with them overthrew the 
Tarthians with a' great flaughter, cutting off Thraates himfelf in the rout, 
and moft of his army with him. After this the Grecians and Scythians hav- 
ing plundered the countrey, h contented themfelves with this revenge, and. 
both returned again into their own countries. On their departure ; Arta- 
banns the uncle of Thraates took the crown of Tarthia ; but being with-, 
in a few days after llain in battel by the Thogarians, another nation of the 
Scythian race, he was fucceeded by Mithridates, who by the greatnefs of 
his actions afterwards acquired the name of Mithridates the Great. 

TTOLEMT Thyjcon having gotten together an army, k fen t it againft^ la8 . 
the Alexandrians under the command of Hegelbchus his general, and there- John 
on a battel enfuing between him and Marjfyas the general of the Alex- H y| 3 - 
atidrians, Hegeldchus got the victory, and took Marjyas prifoner, andfent DUS 
him in chains to Thy fieri. But when it was expe&ed , that according to 
his ufuai cruelty he would have put him to fome tormenting death, contra- 
ry to what every body expe&ed , he pardoned him and let him go : Ft>r 
having fully experienced what mifchiefs followed upon him for his cruel- 
ties, he became weary of them, and acted in the contrary extreme ; and 
as he had put multitudes to death contrary to all reafon, to he. now par-: 
doned this man without any reafon at all for it. Cleopatra being diftrefled 
by this overthrow, and the lofs of her Alexandrian army, they being moft 
of them cut in pieces in the rout, 'fent to 'Demetrius King of Syrian whd 
had married her eldeft daughter by Thilometor, for his afliftance, promifing 
him the crown of Egypt for his reward ; which propofal Demetrius gladly 
accepting of, marched into Egypt with all his forces, arid there laidfiege 
to Telujium. ' . ' ' ' 

About this time Hyrcarius m fent an ernbafly to the Romans to renew the 
league made with them by Simon his father, which was readily confented 
to by the fenate. ; And whereas Antiochus Sidetes had made war upon the 
Jews contrary to What the Romans had in their behalf decreed in thatleague', 
and taken from rhem feveral cities* and had made them to become tribu- 
taries for Gazara, Joppa, and fome other places, which they were permit- 

e Juftin. Hb. 4». cap. t. b J u fti n . lib. 41. cap. x. 1 JuOin. ibid. k Diodorus 
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tc$ ^l lo ^d,. ,^nd %<^4 ;ttiem 4:9 ,^;^4vanta^w.^S' peace by r l>efieging 
Jerusalem -, oh. the ambafladors fetting forth aU thi?,pejGbre the fenate, "they 
agreed, that w£atfoever.had.b.een ^oiie^againjt theixjLpFjtMs l^nd. j*nce their 
fa^d laft league with Stm'qtt ^ould ; be 0 aU.i«jJl and voipS ; . ,that fyffera, Jx>j>- 
ffli and all oth^r peaces J^jat had beeri Neither taken ftoni them by. the Sy- 
rutfts, or fyeen made tributary to them contrary t,pthe tenor of the laid 
\eague, ihpuld. be all again reftored to them, and made free of all homage, 
tribute, or other fervices ; and that reparations ftiould made them by 
the Syrians, for all darhag^s done them contrary to what the fenate had 
decreed in .their league ;with Simon ; and that the Syrian Kings mould 
have no right %o march their fpldiers or armies thorough the jewijb terri- 
tories; and that ambafladors mould b.e fent to fee alj this fully executed. 
Afltd it was, farther ordered, that . n^pney mould , be given the Jewijh. ambaf- 
fadors for the bearing of their expences in their journey homeward, and 
that letters fypuld be written; to all the confederate ftatesand princes in their 
way thither, fp give them a fafe and honourable pajTage thorpugh their 
dominion^; and all this was accordingly done, which much rejoiced Hyr- 
caqtu and all the J swift*, nation. 
An. 117. And therefore the next year after they * fent to them another embaffy 
John by Alexander tr)e, fon of jafon, Nupteniffs the fon x>f Antiochus, and Alex- 
nl™' atf&r the fgn $ ' e t)qrqtheus i to return ttyeir thanks for the faid decree, . and 
i§ *icknowie4gf^t of it they preferred them hjy the: faid ambafladors with 
a cup and'a mield both of gold, to the value of fifty thpufand gold pieces 
of their mpngy". Whereon another decree was made in their favour,, ra- 
tifying an4 ^bnfirming all that was grafted them in the decree qf the for- 
rner? J year,; Tfhjs decree is in, Jofephus recited at large (Antiq.bacik. 14. 
chap. itf.JI but at is there rrafpl^qed, as if it had beep enacted in the tirae 
••'■of^^c4n^J^'je x con4i, wfceft 3 ? the fubject matter of it, and the date 
\^Bich it'bears ? raanifeftly proves that it can be none other than that which 
was'.'nc^v grafted to Hyycarws the firji r and could not poflibly be that 
which w ; as gran^d to Ifyrfa^s tJ?efecond> the grandfon of the other, in 
w^ofe t^$$o$£jjfqs place^b \t- For firft as to the fubjeft matter p| it, 
y { oJfJ>hjfs 0 tells us' in t^e place where be inserts it, that it was to give li- 
cej^qe to, re^uiljd the wal}s of Jerusalem which Tompey had pulled down; 
h^t'there is jio£ one word of any fueh matter in that decree, nor doth it 
copt^in or, iripp^rt any thing mpre that* the renewuTg and conn>nung of a 
fpr|r$er, leaguig ,of. fr^end^up ^nd alliance made with theirn, which, plainly 
refer;S to ^ha^. league which, was made with them in the time of Hyrcanus 
^M?'-j&- f^X^fK ■ here; before preceding. And fecpndly, as to the 
date, ^ich i5,£ears, it ^ 'in tjhe ninth year of Ifyrcapus r .which, cannot be 
underflood of Hyrcanus the fe'eond : For Jofephus tells us, that the decree 
which. ^ made for the reb^lding of the walls of Jurujatyn, was granted 
^j^I^-S^^- ^^r^^^SJ^^^ . p -«^ er - the e £ d of the Alexandrian 
^xh^a, ot^.^ipftzi^, which, Hprcanus thet f&condtenx, him in it. 

the, 'jjjfi year befpre Cfcitf, long after the 
^^Y^MA^ 1 ^f a M^ JVQfit^ 47^.year befpre, ; Ckrijl* was the fe- 
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venteenth year of Hyrcanus the fecond, reckoning from the time of his re- 
iteration by Tompey, but the twenty third reckoning from the beginning 
of his reign on the death of his mother. And farthermore the preface 
to that decree, which Jofephus tells us was for the rebuilding of the walls 
ofjerufalem, bears date in the ides of December, (i. e. the 13 th of that 
month,) whereas the date of the decree it felf, which he puts under that 
preface, is in 'Panemus the Syro- Macedonian month, which anfwers to our 
July, and therefore it could not poflibly be the decree that belonged to 
that preface. All this put together plainly fliews this decree of the ninth 
year of Hyrcanus could not be the decree granted to Hyrcanus the fecond 
by Julius Cafar for the rebuilding of the walls of 'J 'erufalem , but 1 molt 
certainly it muft be that which was granted to Hyrcanus the firsJ by the 
Roman fenate in this year where I have placed it, and that it was by the 
miftake of Jofephus that it was put by him elfewherc. And this is beyond 
all contradiction confirmed by that Numenius the fon of Antiochus is faid 
in the body of the decree to have been one of the ambafladors by whom 
it was obtained, who was the fame r that had been one of the ambafladors 
that were fent to Rome by Jonathan on a like embafly : For he might have 
well been alive to go on fuch an embaffy in the ninth year of Hyrcanus 
the firff, but cannot be fuppofed to have been fo after the ending of the 
Alexandrian war, which was near an hundred years after the former em- 
baffy, in which he was employed by Jonathan. s Jo/eph Scaliger takes no- 
tice of this blunder of Jofephus's, but while he mends it he makes as great 
ones of his own, which Salianus thejefuit* juftly corrects him for*. 

D E METR ID S King of Syria having " by his tyrannical government, 
vicious manners, and a moft perverfe and difagreeable behaviour, made 
himfelf as odious to the Syrians, as Thy/con was to the Egyptians, they 
took the advantage of his abfence at the fiege of Telujium to rife in rebel- 
lion againft him. The Antiochians began the revolt, and foon after the 
Apameans, and many other of the' Syrian cities followed their example, 
and joined with them herein. This forced Demetrius to haften out of 
Egypt to look to his intereft at home. Whereon w Cleopatra Queen of 
Egypt being defeated of the affiftance which Ihe expected from him, put 
all her treafure on fhipboard, and fled with it by fea to Ttolemais to Cle- 
opatra Queen of Syria her daughter by Thilometor, who there refided. 
This Cleopatra the daughter had firft married Alexander Balast and after- 
wards this 'Demetrius in her father's life time; but after that Demetrius 
being taken prifbner in Tarthia, and there detained in captivicy, lhe be- 
came the wife of Antiochus Sidetes his brother, and after his death return- 
ed again to the bed of Demetrius, on his coming out of 'Parthia and re- 
covering his kingdom, and then held 'Ptolemais ,' when her mother came 
to her. *P-hyfion on her flight out of Egypt returned again to Alexandria, 
and re-affumed the government, there being no power in that place after 
the defeat of Marjyas, and the flight of Clrtpwfra, that could any farther 
oppofe him. After he had again fettled himfelf in the kingdom, to be re- 
venged on Demetrius for his late mvafiori, """Tie" let up an lihpoftor againft 



1 De hac re vide Uflcrii annales fub anno J. P. 4f 8.7. » i Maccab. xu. 16, 
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him, who was called Alexander Zebina : He was the fon of a broker of 
Alexandria, but feigning himfelf to be the fon of Alexander Balas, under 
that pretended title claimed the crown of Syria, and Thyfcon furniflied 
him with an army to take pofleffion of it. On his arrival in Syria multi- 
tudes joined with him , out of the great averflon they had to Demetrius, 
without examining at all the title of the pretender, as not caring whom 
they had for their King fo they could get rid of Demetrius. 
A».n6. At length the controverfy > was brought to the decifion of a battel, 
Hyrca- w hi°h was fought near Damafcus in Ccele-Syria, wherein Demetrius being 
nus 10. overthrown, fled to 'Ptolemais to Cleopatra his wife. But Hie retaining 
her refentments againft him for his marrying Rhodaguna, while in Tarthza, 
took this opportunity of being revenged for it, and mut the gates againft 
him ; whereon being forced to flee to Tyre, he was there flain. After his 
death Cleopatra retained fome part of the kingdom , and Zebina reigned 
over all the reft ; and for the better fecuring of himfelf in it, * he made a 
ftri6t league and alliance with John Hyrcanus Prince of the Jews, and John 
made all the advantages of thefe divifions, which might juftly be expecled 
from fo wife a man, for the eftabliftiing of his own and his countrey's in- 
tereft, and he -much improved the ftate of the Jews thereby. 
A». i if. Va st* numbers of locufts about this time coming into Africa, thefe de- 
{tyrca- fll '°y ed tne fruits of tne earth, and at laft being by the wind driven into 
nus u. the fea, and there drowned, and by the flowing of the tide Caft up upon 
the land, eaufed fuch a ftench as poifoned the air , and produced a moft 
terrible plague, which in Libya, Cyrene, and other parts of Africa deftroy- 
ed above eight hundred thoufand perfons. 
An. 124. SELE'DCVS the eldeft fon of Demetrius Nicator by Cleopatra be- 
H h rca ing now aboUt twent Y Y ears old » b took upon him to reign in Syria in his 
nus ia father's ftead, . contrary to the good., liking of his mother: For Ihe having 
on the death of Demetrius feized part of the Syrian empire, thought to 
have reigned there by her own authority, and therefore was very angry at 
the fetting up of her fon againft her ; and befides Ihe feared he would re- 
venge his father's death upon her, which it was well known Ihe had been 
the caufe of ; and therefore, having ^gotten him within her power, flie flew 
him with her own hands, by thrufting a dart thorough him, after he had 
reigned only one year. 

c A NT I TA TE R, Clonius, zxAMropus, three of Zebina* s chief com- 
manders, having revolted from him to Cleopatra, feh.e& Laodicea, and there 
endeavoured to maintain themfelves againft him ; but he having foon re- 
duced them, on their fubmiflion, out of his great clemency and magnani- 
mity pardoned them all, without doing any hurt to either of them: For 
he was a perfon of a very benign temper, and carried himfelf with a great 
deal of good nature, affability and courtefy towards all that came in his 
way, which made him very much beloved even by thofe who liked not 
the impofture whereby he ufurped the crown. 



y Juftin. lib. 39. cap. I . Jofephus antiq. lib. 13. cap. 17. Appianus in Syriacis. Livii epi- 
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In this year d died Mithridates Euergetes King of Tontus, being flain by 
the treachery of fame, of thofe that were about him. He was e fucceedccl 
by his fon the famous Mithridates Eupator, who itruggledfo long with the 
Romans for the empire of AJia, having maintained a war againftthem for 
about f thirty years. He was but twelve years old when, he began to reigns 
for he is « faid to have lived feventy two years, and to have reigned fixty 
of them. He was defcended from a long feries of Kings, who had reign- 
ed in Tdntus before him. The firft of them was h one of thofe feven Prin- 
ces that flew the Magians, and fettled the kingdom of Terfia on Darius 
Hyftaffis, and having obtained the fovereignty of this countrey, transmitted 
it to his poflerity through fixteen generations, Mithridates Eupafor being 
reckoned i the fixteenth from him. The firit of thefe, of whom we find 
a name in hifiory, is that Mithridates, k who dying in the year before Chrifi 
363, was fucceeded by Ariobarzaues hisfon, then governor of Thrygia for 
Artpxerxes Mnemon King of Terfia, who having 1 reigned twenty fix years, 
was fucceeded by 'hisfon, Mithridates the fecmd, in the year 337; he firft 
took part m with Enmenes againft Ant'tgonus, but when Eumeues was flain 
he fubmitted to the conqueror, and ferved him in his wars, and being a 
man of great valour and military skill, he was very ufeful to him ; but at 
length being fufpecfed of being an underhand favourer of Cajfander, An- 
tigomis " caufed him to be put to death in the year 3 ox, after he had reign- 
ed thirty five years ; on his death " he was fucceeded by his fon Mithri- 
dates the third. While his father lived, 0 he had for fome time rclided in 
the court of Autigouus, and there contracted a great intimacy and friend- 
fhid with Demetrius his fon. But 0 Antigonus having dreamed that when 
he had fowed a field with golden feed, and it ha^ brought forth a plenti- 
ful crop of the fame metal, Mithridates had reaped it all, and carried it 
away with him into Tontus, he concluded that this dream foretold that 
Mithridates fliould reap the fruit of all his victories, and therefore for the 
preventing of it refolved to put him to death. But Mithridates being 
warned hereof by "Demetrius, made his efcape into Cappadocia, and there 
having gotten together an army, feized feveral places and territories in thofe 
parts which there belonged to Antigonus, and having after his father's death 
fucceeded him, he added thefe acquifitions to the kingdom of Tontus, 
whereby having very much enlarged it, he is reckoned as the founder of 
it, and therefore is by hiftorians called p Ktiftes, i. e. the founder. He reign- 
ed in Tontus * thirty fix years, and on his death, which happen' d in the 
year %66, left his kingdom 1 to Ariobarzanes his fon. From this Mithri- . 
dates the founder, Mithridates Enpator was 5 the eighth ; but of thefe hi- 
ftory furnifheth us with the names only of c fix, and thefe are 1 Mithridates 
Ktiftes, a Ariobarzanes, 3 Mithridates, 4 Tharnaces, 5 Mithridates Euer- 
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getes and '6 Mithridates Eupator. Of Ariobarzanes no more is faid, but 
that v heTticceeded. his father. Mithridates, who is the next that is named, 
*inarriedcthW daughter of Seleucus CaUinicus Kingbf Syria, and having by 
her a daughter called Laodice, "gave her in marriage to Antiochus the Great 
fon of €dll}hicns; and only on the account of thefe two marriages is he 
any where made mention 'of. Tharnaces f feized the city of Sjynope, and 
added it to the kingdom of Tontus in the year 183 ; made z war with 
Enmities King of ' jpergawus in the year 182.; invaded 'Galatia in the 
year 181 ; and on thefe accounts, and feveral others, he is often fpoken 
of; but for -nothing more, than for the abominable character left behind 
him b of being one of the wickedeft Princes that ever reigned. Mithri- 
dates Euergetes is" the next that is named in this race of Kings. This 
Mithridates. was fon to Tharnaces, and grandfon to Mithridates the im- 
mediate predecelfor of Tharnaces. For that Mithridates according to 
c Juftin, was great-grandfather to Mithridates Eupator, and therefore 
"Phamaccs mult have been his fon, Mithridates Euergetes his grandfon, and 
Mithridates Eupator his great-grandfon. The firfi: time we hear of this 
Mithridates Euergetes is in the year 149, when A he aided the Romans with 
ibme mips in the third Tunic war ; and he was aiding to them alfo e in 
their war. with Arift f onicus ; for the reward of which on the ending of that 
war, r they gave him the province of the greater Thrygia. The laft of this 
feries was Mithridates Eupator, the Prince we now fpeak of ; and he be- 
ing the moft remarkable perfon of the time in which he lived, I hope it 
will not be unacceptable to the reader, to have an account here given of 
the race from whence he proceeded. It is very remarkable, nhat at the 
time of his birth there appeared a very great comet for feventy days to- 
gether, and the like again for the fame number of days at the time of his 
acceflion to the crown ; the tails of both which were fo large, as to take 
up one quarter of the hemifphere. Thefe feemed to portend, that he 
fhould be a great incendiary in the world, and fo he proved. He begun 
his reign h with the murder of his mother and his brother and all the reft 
of his actions were of a piece herewith. He was a perfon of very extra- 
ordinary abilities, and endowments of mind, but he employed them all to 
the mifchief of mankind, and many were the thoufands that perifhed 
by it. 

A* 123. CLEOTATRAhwmg flain Seleucus her eldeft fon in the manner as 
John" 3 ' 1 h aV e related, found it neceffary to have one with the name of King to 
nus 13" _give countenance and fupport to the authority by which flie governed ; 
1US ' and therefore having formerly fent Antiochus the other fon, which fhehad 
by "Demetrius, to Athens for the benefit of his education, ihe recalled him 
from thence to take this name upon him, ; and on his arrival declared him 
King of Syria, but with intent to allow him no more than the royal ftyle, 
and keep all the authority to her felf ; and being then very young, as not 
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yet exceeding k the age of twenty, if fo much, he was contented for fome 
time to be made her property. To diftinguifh him' from the other Att- 
tiocbufs he is commonly called 1 Grypus, a name taken from m h*s hook- nofe. 
He is called Thilomet-or by n Jofephus, but Epiphanes by himfelf in his 
coins. 

Z EBINA on the death of "Demetrius Nicator having fettled himfelf^- 122. 
in a great part of the Syrian empire, Thy/con, by whom he was advanced Hyrca- 
hereto, expefted he mould hold it as in homage and dependence from nus'14. 
him, 0 which Zebina not understanding, nor in any point complying there- 
with ; 'Phyfcon refolved to pull him down again as faft as he had fet him 
up, and therefore coming to an agreement with Queen Cleopatra his neice 
married Tryphana his daughter to Grypus her fon, and fent an army to her 
affiftance, whereby Zebina being overthrown fled to Antioch;. but there 
endeavouring privately * to rob the temple of Jupiter for the carrying on 
of the war, and being detected in the attempt, the Arrtiochians rofe in a 
tumult againft him, and drove him thence; whereon being forced to fhift 
from place to place about the countrey, he was at length taken, and put 
to death. 

L. OTIMIVS and jg. Fabius Maximus being confuls at Rome, . the fea- ' * 1 • 
fons of the year in all their turns * proved fo very kindly and benign,, that h h r " a . 
the fruits of the earth now produced were beyond what they ufed to be nus'i*" 
in other years, and efpecially their wine, which was this year of that ex- 
cellency and lTxength, that fome of it was kept for two hundred years 
after, it being the famous Ophnian wine (fo called from the name of the 
conful) which is fo much fpoken of by the poets. 

After Zebina was vanquifhcd and {lain, Antiochus Grypus now grow- Alt - 
ing to maturity of age began to take on him the authority as well as the h h r " n . 
name of King, whereby the power of Cleopatra'm the government becoming nuS. 
very much eclipfed, Hie could not bear this diminution of her grandeur and 
domination, and therefore for the recovering of it again wholly to her felf, 
that fo fhe might again abfolutely rule and govern the Syrian empire, Hie 
refolved r to make away with Grypus,. as me had before with Seteucus, and 
call to the crown another fon of hers, which fhe had' by Antiochus Sidetes; 
under whom,, he being very young, fhe prefumed fhe might much longer 
have the full enjoyment of the royal authority,, and thereby have the op- 
portunity of gathering ftrength for the fixing of her felf in it for all her life 
after. And therefore for the executing of this wicked defign having pro- 
vided a cup of poifon lhe offered it to Grypus one day, as he came hot 
and weary from' exereifing himfelf, but being forewarned- of the mifehief 
ihe intended him, he forced her to drink it all her felf, and it had' its full 
operation upon her, and: thereby an end was put to the life of a aaoft wick- 
ed and pernicious woman, who had long been the plague of Syria She 
had been the wife of 5 three Kings of that countrey, and the mother of 

k Demetrius bis father married ClCopaHra. Anno 146. and Seleucus -was the eldeft fin of that mar- 
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four ; two of her husbands {he had been the death of, and of her faid fons 
one Ihe murdered with her own hands, and would have ferved Grypus in 
the fame manner, but he made her wicked defign turn upon her own head, 
as I have related, and thereon having fettled his affairs in peace and fecu- 
rity he reigned feveral years after without any difturbance, till at length 
Cyzicenus his brother by the fame mother rofe up againlt him, as will be 
hereafter related in its proper place. 
An 1 1 7. <p T OL EMT Thyfcou King of Egypt 5 after having reigned there from 
Hyrca- tne death of Thilometor his brother twenty nine years died at Alexandria, 
nus. 19. and thereby did put an end to a moft wicked life, and to a moft cruel and 
tyrannical reign, he being infamous for both beyond all that reigned in that 
countrey before him, whereof too many inftances are given in the fore- 
going part of this hiftory. He left behind him three fons, the eldeft named 
Apion "he had by a concubine, the other two * by Cleopatra hisneice, whom 
he had married after his divorcing of her mother, the eldeft of thefe was 
called * Lathyrus, and the other y Alexander. By his will 2 he left the king- 
dom of Cyrene to Apion, and that of Egypt to Cleopatra in conjunction 
with one of her fons, which flie fliould like beft of the two to make choice 
of; and flie looking on Alexander -as the likelier to be compliant with her, 
3 offered to make choice of him ; but the people not bearing that the eldeft 
Ihould be put by the right of his birth, forced her to fend for him from 
Cyprus, where in his father's life time flie had procured him to be banifli'd, 
and admit him as King to reign in copartnership with her. But before ihe 
would fuffer him to be inaugurated at Memphis according to the ufage of 
the countrey, b flie forced him to divorce Cleopatra the eldeft of his lifters 
(whom he had taken to be his wife, and dearly loved) and marry in her 
ftead Selene his younger fifter, who was not fo acceptable to him. On his 
inauguration he took the name °of Soter-, * Athenaus and tS Paufanias call 
him Thilometor, but Lathyrus is the name by which he is moftly named 
in hiftory. But that being f a nic-name not tending to his honour, it was 
never owned by him. 
m. 1 1 4 . ANTIOCHVS Grypus while he was preparing for a war againftthe 
Hyrca- Jews swas prevented by a war at home raifed againft him by Antiochus 
nus 2.2.. Cyzicenus his half brother. He was the fon of Cleopatra by Antiochus 
Sidetes, born to him of her, while Demetrius her former husband was a 
prifoner among the Tarthians, But on Demetrius'^ returning again, and 
repoffeffing his kingdom after the death of Sidetes, Cleopatra fearing how 
'Demetrius might deal with him, Ihould he fall into his hands, fent him out 
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of his reach to Cyzicus, a city lying on the 'Propontis in the Lejfer Myjia 
where he was bred up under the care and tuition of Craterus a faithful 
eunuch, to whofe charge he was committed, and therefore from hence he 
had the name of Cyzicenus. Grypus being jealous of him endeavoured to 
have him taken out of the way by poifon, which being difcovered forced 
Cyzicenus to arm againft him for his life, as well as for the crown of Syria. 
And it is often the hard cafe of Princes to be thus brought to a neceffity 
either to reign or dye, without having any medium between for their 
choice. 

CLEOTATRA whom Lathyrus was forced to divorce, after that fe- r, 3- 
paration Mifpofed of her felf in marriage to Cyzicenus, and having gotten Hnca. 
together an army in Cyprus inftead of a dower carried that with her to HUS 2 3 
him into Syria for his affiftance in this war againft his brother, whereby 
his forces being made equal to thofe of his brother he came to a battel with, 
him, but having had the misfortune to be overthrown he fled to Antioch y 
and having there left his wife, as he thought, in a fafe place, he went thence 
to other parts for the recruiting of his broken forces. Hereon Grypus 
laid fiege to Autioch, and he having taken the place, Tryphxna the wife 
of Grypus earneftly defired to have Cleopatra delivered into her hands, that 
fhe might put her to death, fo bitterly was fhe enraged againft her though 
her own After both by father and mother, for that lhe had married her 
husband's enemy, and brought an army to his afliftance againft him. But 
Cleopatra having taken fanftuary in one of the temples at Antiochy 
Grypus was very unwilling to comply with the rage of his wife in this 
matter. He urged againft it the facrednefs of the place, where me had taken 
refuge, and farther told her, that the putting her to death would ferve to 
no purpofe , that the cutting of her off" would no way weaken or hurt the 
intereft of Cyzicenus, nor the keeping of her alive be of any ftrengthening 
to it ; that in all the wars, whether domeftical or foreign, which he or his 
anceftors had been engaged in, it had never been their ufage after viciory 
obtained to execute cruelty upon women, efpecially upon fo near a rela- 
tion. That Cleopatra was her filler, and alfo his own near kinfwoman, 
and therefore he defired her to prefs this thing no farther, for he could' 
not comply with her in it. But Tryphana, inftead of being difluaded here- 
by from what fhe fo cruelly intended againft her fifter, was the more ex- 
cited to the executing of it. For fufpecting this to proceed from fome 
love Grypus had contracted for the lady, rather than barely from a pity of 
her cafe, fhe added jealoufie to her anger, and therefore being driven by 
a double paflion to work her deftruetion, in the heat of both fhe forthwith 
fent foldiers into the temple, who by her command there flew the unfor- 
tunate lady, while embracing the image of the god , to which fhe fled 
thither for refuge. This fhews how great the rage of this fifter was againft 
the other. And thus it often comes to pafs, when enmity happens between 
thofe of the fame family and kindred, the nearer is the relation, the bit- 
terer often is the hatred between them ; of which many inftances may be 
found within every man's obfervation. And the fame may alfo be obferved 
in differences of religion, they that are at the greateft diftance herein being 
ieldom fo incenfed, as the neareft of the fubordinate fefts ufually are aeainft 
each other. & 
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In the interim Cleopatra Queen of Egypt, who was mother to both 
thefe two lifters, exprefied no regard or concern for either of them. For 
her mind being actuated wholly by ambition, and the love of reigning, fiie 
employed all her thoughts this way, that is how lhe might beft fupport her 
authority in Egypt ; and there continue to reign without controul, as long 
as lhe Ihould live. And therefore for the better ftrengthening of her felf 
for this purpofe k me made Alexander her younger fon King of Cyprus, that 
fhe might from thence be aflifted by him againft Latbyrm his brother when- 
ever occafion fliould require. 
John 12 ' But the death of Cleopatra in Syria did not long go unreversed; for 
Hyrca- 1 Cyzicentis having drawn another army together fought a fecond battel with 
nus 24. brother ; and having gained the victory, and in the purfuit of it gotten 
Tryphana into his power, he facrificed her to the ghoft of his murdered 
wife, by putting her to fuch a death as her cruelty to her well deferved. 
Grypus by this overthrow being driven out of Syria m fled to AJpendus \\\ 
Tamphylia, from whence he had alfo the name of Afpendius. 
M. in. g UT tne next y ear a f t er he "returning from thence with an army again 
Hyr°a- recovered Syria ; and the two brothers thenceforth parting the Syrian em- 
nus 2j. pi,- e between them, Cyzicenus reigned at Damafcus over Ccele-Syria and 
Phoenicia, and Grypus at Antioch over all the reft. Both brothers 0 were 
very cxceftive in their luxury and other follies, and fo were moft of the other 
later Syrian Kings, and to this and their divifions they owed the lofs of 
their empire ; for they were truly men moft unworthy of it. 
An. no. While thefe two brothers were thus harraffing each other in war, or 
Hyrca- wafting themfelves in the luxury of peace, John Hyrcanus, Pgrew in 
uus 26. riches and power ; and finding he had nothing to fear from either of them 
refolved to reduce Samaria under his dominion, and therefore q fent^r/'- 
ftobulm and Antigonus two of his fons to befiege the city ; whereon the 
inhabitants fent to Antiochus Cyzicentis King of "Damafcus for his relief, 
who coming with a great army to raife the fiege was met by the two bro- 
thers, and being vanquifhed by them, and purfued as far as Scythopolis, he 
hardly efcaped out of their hands. 
John 09 ' The two brothers 'after the gaining of this victory having again return- 
Hyrw- ed to the fiege prefled it fo hard, that the befieged were forced a fecond 
nus 27. t i me to fend to Cyzicenus for relief; but he having not forces enough of 
his own for the attempt defired the affiftance of 'Ptolemy Lathyrus King of 
Egypt ; who fent him fix thoufand auxiliaries much to the miflike of Cleo- 
patra his mother. For Chelchias and Ananias two Jews fons of that Onias 
who built the Jewijh temple in Egypt, being her chief favourites , and 
minifters, that commanded all her forces, and directed all her counfels, for 
their fake, fhe much favoured the Jews, and was averfe to any thing that 
might tend to their damage, and fhe had like to have depofed Lathyrm 
from the throne for acting againft her will in this matter. When the Egyp- 
tian auxiliaries arrived, Cyzicenus joined them with what forces he had, 
but durft not openly face the enemy, or make any attempt upon the army, 
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that lay at the fiege, but fp'ent himfelf wholly in harraffihg and plundering 
the open countrey, hoping thereby to draw the Jews from the fiege for its 
relief; but failing of his expectations herein, and finding alfothat his army; 
what by furprizes, defertions, and other cafualties, was much dirriihifhed 
in the carrying on of this fort of war, he durft not truft himfelf abroad in 
the field any longer with it but retired to Tripoly, leaving Callimander 
and Epicrates two of his prime commanders to purfue the remainder of 
the war, the former of which rafhly venturing upon an enterprise too hard 
for him, was cut off with all his party whereon Epkrates finding* that 
nothing farther was to be done, made the beft advantage of it, that he 
could, for his own intereft. For coming to an agreement with Hyrcanus, 
for a fum of money he delivered up unto him Scythopolis, and all other 
places, which the Syrians had in that countrey, and thereby bafely betrayed 
the intereft of his mafter for his own gain. Whereon Samaria being de- 
prived of all farther hopes of relief, was forced* after it had held out a year's 
fiege, to furrender into the hands of Hyrcamu, who forthwith wholly de- 
molished the place, caufing not only the houfes and walls to be pulled down 
and rafed to the ground:, but alfo trenches to be drawn thorough and a-crofs 
the groundj whereon it flood, and 5 to be filled with water, that it might 
never again be built. They are miftaken, who think this was done out 
of the hatred, which the Jews bore to the feci: of the Samaritans ; for 
none of that feci then lived in that place. All the inhabitants of that city 
at this time were, of the Syro-Macedonian race* and the heathen fuperftiti- 
on. For the ancient Samaritans, who were of the feet that worlhipped 
God in mount Gerizim, had been long before all expelled thence by Alex- 
ander for the revenging of the death of Andromachus his governor of Syria, 
whom they flew in a tumult, as hath been afore related in the firft part 
of this hiftory. After this thefe expelled Samaritans retired to Shechem^ 
which hath been the head feat of their feci; ever fmce : And Alexan- 
der new planted the city with a colony of Macedonians, Greeks, and Sy- 
rians mixed together, and they were of their pofterity, that then inhabit- 
ed the place, when Hyrcanus made this war againft it. From this time 
Samaria continued in its dembliflied ftate, till Herod rebuilt it, and gave 
it the name c of Sebafte in honour of Auguftus, as will be hereafter related. 
After this vidlory Hyrcanus became mailer of all Jud<ea, Galilee, and Sa- 
maria, and of feveral other places in the out-skif ts of the countrey round 
him ; whereby he made himfelf one of the moft confiderable Princes of 
the age, in which he lived, and after this none of his neighbours durft any 
more cope with him, but he enjoyed the remainder of his time in full quiet 
from all foreign wars. 

But in the latter end of his life he c met with fome trouble at home An. id&. 
from the Tharijees, a bufy and mutinous feci; among the Jews. Thefe by J° hn 
their pretences to a more than ordinary ftriclnefs in religion had gained to nu y s r l|" 
themfelves a great reputation and intereft among the common people, and 
for this reafon Hyrcanus endeavoured to gain them to him by all manner 



"So faith Jofephus in the place lajl quoted. Salianus cavils much at him for it, becaufe Szmauzfiood 
upon an high hill. But Benjamin c/Tudela, who was on the place, tells us in his Itinerary, thai there 
hereupon the top of this hill many fountains of water, and from thefe water enough might have been de- 
rived to fill thefe trenches. *StG*rHU Greek for Auguftus hence 2;Sxr>!- « Jofephns antiq. 
lib. 13. cap. 18. 



254 Connection of the Historic of Part IL 



of favours. He had been bred up in their difcipline from the beginning, 
and therefore profeffing himfelf of their feci: had always given them all 
manner of countenance and encouragement ; and farther to ingratiate him- 
felf with them about this time, invited the heads of the party to an entertain- 
ment ; and having therein regaled them with all manner of good cheer, he 
fpake to them to this efFett : Ct That the fixed purpofes of his mind, as they 
" well knew, had always been to be juft in his actions towards men, and 
" to do all things towards God that ftiould be well pleafing to him, ac- 
" cording to the doctrines which the Tharijees taught ; and therefore he 
" defired that if they faw any thing in him, wherein he failed of his duty 
" in either of thefe two branches of it, they would give him their inftru- 
" ftions, that thereby it might be reformed and amended." In anfwer 
hereto they all applauded his conduct, all gave him the praife of a juit and 
religious governor , excepting only one man, and Hyrcamts was mightily 
pleafed hereat. But when all thefe had done with their encomiums, this 
one man named Eleazar, a very ill-natur'd perfon, and one that much de- 
lighted in making difturbances, flood up, and addrefling himfelf to Hyrca- 
?ius, faid, " Since you are defirous to be told the truth, if you would ap- 
« prove your felf a juft man, quit the high-priefthood, and content your 
« felf with having the government of the people." Whereon Hyrcamts 
asking him what reafon there was for this, he replied, " Becaufe we are 
« afiured by the teftimony of the ancients among us, that your mother was 
" a captive taken in the wars, and therefore as born of her you are unca- 
« pable of the high-priefthood, and cannot hold it by the law." And had 
the matter of faft been true, his inference had been right : For w whoever 
was born of any prohibited marriage was by the law of Mofes profane, and 
whoever was thus profane, was by the fame law x incapable of being Prieft 
or High-prieft ; now thefe prohibited marriages among the Jews were in 
vefpeft of the different degrees of the perfons to whom they were prohi- 
bited of three different forts, i. Such as were prohibited to all Ijrael, 
and thefe y were the marrying within the prohibited degrees of kin- 
dred, and z the marrying any of another nation, x. Such as were prohi- 
bited to Priefts, and a thefe were the marrying of a whore , or a divorced 
woman, or one that Was profane. 3. Such as were prohibited to the High- 
prieft, who over and above all thefe other prohibited marriages was > b alfo 
forbidden to marry a widow. For the words of the law are that he fhould 
take none other to wife but b a virgin of his own people. And therefore if 
an High-prieft had a fon by any of thefe prohibited marriages, or a Prieft 
by any of thofe prohibited to him, that fon was profane, and thereby ren- 
der'd uncapable of being either Prieft or High-prieft. For as the . prohi- 
bited marriages of the firft fort above mentioned, as well as thofe of the 
fecond, were forbidden the Prieft, fo all three were forbidden the High- 
prieft ; that is, the firft fort as he was an IJraelite, the fecond as he was a 
Prieft , and the third as he was High-prieft. And therefore had Hyrca- 
mts % mdther c been an alien taken captive in war, or any other when firft 

married 



» Levit. xxi. is- Maimonides in Iffure Biah, cap. 19. * For the Prieft was to be holy-, Le- 

vit. xxi. f . S. bat profane is opfofite to holy. r Levit. xviii. 2 Deuteron. vii. 3. 

* Levit. xxi. 7. b Levit. xxi. 13, 14. c The words of Eleazar in Jofeph'us may be con- 

Jlrued to import not to haze been an s.lien taken m vsar by the Jews, but a Jewifh woman taken cap- 
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married to his father, than one whofe marriage was allowed to a Prieft ; 
(for Simon was no more than a Prieft when he firlt married her) every fon 
born of her would have been profane, and confequently incapable of being 
either Prieft or High-prief t. But the matter of fact A Jofejphus (from whom 
alone we have this ftory) allures was all falfe, and a moft notorious calum- 
ny ; and therefore the objecting of it was difapproved of, and refented with 
great indignation by all that were prefent, and it afterwards became the 
origin of great difturbances. For Hyrcanus not being able to bear that 
his mother Ihould be thus defamed, and the purity of his birth and his ca- 
pacity for the high-priefthood be hereby called in queftion, was exceeding- 
ly exafperated hereat ; which one Jonathan, a zealous difciple of the Sad- 
ducees (the oppofite feci: to the TharifeesJ and an intimate friend of Hyr- 
canus obferving, laid hold of this opportunity to fet him againft the whole 
party, and draw him over to that of the Sadducees. For this purpofe he 
fuggefted to Hyrcanm, that this was not the fingle aft of Eleazar, but 
moft certainly a thing concerted by the whole party ; that Eleazar in fpeak- 
ing of it out was no more than the mouth of all the reft ; and that he need- 
ed do no more for the full afturing of himfelf of the truth hereof, than to 
refer it to them for their opinion, what punifhment the calumniator deferv- 
ed : For if he would be pleafed, urged Jonathan, to make this experiment, 
he would certainly find by the lenity of their fentence againft the criminal, 
that they were all parties with him in the crime. Hyrcanus hearkening to 
the fuggeftion of Jonathan, followed his advice, and accordingly propofed 
it to the heads of the Tharifees for their opinion, what punifhment Elea- 
zar deferved for thus defaming the Prince and High-prieft of his people, 
expefting from them no lefTer fentence than that of death. Their anfwer 
hereto was, that defamation and calumny were no capital crimes, and 
therefore could be punifhed no farther than with e whipping and imprifon- 
ment. Whereon Hyrcanus being fully perfuaded that all that Jonathan 
fuggefted was true, became thenceforth a bitter enemy to the whole 
feft of the Tharifees : For he forthwith abrogated all their traditiona- 
ry conftitutions , enjoined a penalty upon all that Ihould obferve them, 
and utterly renouncing their party, f went over to that of the Saddticees. 



five by the heathen and made a flave among them, and afterwards redeemed. But which way of the 
two it be it comes to the fame thing : For whatever Jewifrl -woman -was thus taken captive by any hea- 
then people, -was always fuppofed to have been deflower'' d by them, and fuch an one was not to be mar- 
ried either to a Priefl or an High-priefl : And if pe were, all her children are reckoned profane, and 
confequently tincapable of being either Priefl or High-priefl. & Antiq. lib. 13. cap. 18. 

e This punipment among the Jews was not to exceed forty ftripes: (Deut. XXV. 3.) And therefore 
the whip with which it was inftiSed being made with three thongs, and each blow giving three ftripes, 
they 1 never inftiSed upon any criminal more than thirteen blow:, becaufe thirteen of thofe blows made 39 
ftripes, and to add another blow would be to tranfgrefs that law, by adding two flripes over and above 
forty, contrary to its prohibition. And in this manner was it that &.Paul, when whipped of the Jews, 
received forty fave one (2 Corinth, xi. 24.) that is thirteen blows with this threefold whip, which made 
thirty nine flripes, i. e. forty fave one. { That is, by embracing their doctrine againfl the tradi- 

tion of the elders, added to the written law, and made of equal authority with it ; but not their doctrine 
againft the refurredlion and a future ft ate : For this cannot be fuppofed of fo good and righteous a man 
« John Hyrcanus is faid to be. It's moft probable that at this time the Sadducees had gone no farther 
m the do&rines of that fe3 than to deny aB their unwritten traditions, -which the Pharifees were fa 
fond of. For Jofephus mentions no other difference at this time between them, neither doth be fay that 
Hyrcanus went over to the Sadducees in any other particular than in the aboliping of all the tradi- 
tional conflifutions of the Pharifees, which our Saviour condemned as well as he. 
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107. But Hyrcanus did not long live after this ruffle, Bfor he died next year 
vr".^ after, having been from the death of Simon his father High-prieft and 
uuJzcj. Prince of the Jews twenty nine years. He was, faith Jofepbus y honour- 
ed, with' three of the higheft dignities. For he was according to him a 
h prophet* as well as a Prince and High-prieft, of which there are given 
h two inftances.; firft that he foretold that 1 Arijlobulus and Antiggnus his 
two eldeft fons mould not live long, after him,, but that the fucceflion of 
the government mould come to Alexander his third fon^ and fecondly 
that when, Arijlobulus and Antigonue vanquished Antiocbus Cyzicenm in 
battel,, it k was made known to him the very lame moment, in which the 
vi&ory was gained, though he were then at Jerufalem at the diftance of 
two. days journey, from the field of battel. The former they fay was re- 
vealed to him 1 in a dream of the night, and the other 01 by a voice from 
heaven,, which the Jews call Bath KoL> i- e. the daughter of a voice, or 
the daughter voice. For the Jewijh writers hold, that there were three 
forts ot jevelations anciently among them. The firft by Vrim and Thum-r 
mm,, the fecond by the fpirit of prophecy, anfl the third by Bath Kol. 
The firft. they fay was. in ufe from the erecting, of the tabernacle to. the 
building, of the temple. The fecond from the beginning of the world (but 
mo.ftly. under the firft temple) till the death of Matechi under the fecond; 
temple. But that after the death of Malachi the- fpirit of prophecy n wholly 
cea&din-Z/^A and. that nhencefbrth they had BathKolin its ftead, which 
they fay was a voice from heaven.. That they called it Bath Kol, i. e. the 
daughter voice, or the daughter of \a. voice (for it may be interpreted both 
ways) feems to be wit-ha:eipecT: toj the oracular voice delivered from- the 
mercy feat, whea God was there confulted by Drim and Thummim. That 
was the. grand and primary- voice of revelation * this is of a fecondary dig- 
nity> and inferior to; it, as the daughter is to the mother, and therefore in 
refpedi to.it and as fucqeeding in its ftead p it. is called the daughter voice, 
the. other being; ta it as. the mother in precedence both, of time- and dignity. 
That it may^be underftood what, kind of oracle this was I mail here give 
the reader one inftance of it 1 out of the Talmud, it is as followeth. Rabbi 
Jochanan and Rabbi Simeon Ben Lachi/h dejiring to fee the face of R. Sa- 
muel a- Babylonifl? doUor, let us follow faid they the hearing of Bath Kol. 
Travelling therefore near a fchool they heard the voice of a boy reading thefe 
words out of the firft book of Samuel xxv. 1. and Samuel died; they obfirvei 
this, and inferred from hetice, that their friend Samuel was dead, and 
fi they found it had happen ? d ; for Samuel of Babylon was then dead. 
Many more inftances. of this fort- may be produced out of the Jewijh wri- 
tings, hut this is enough, to let the reader fee, that their Bath Kol was no 
fuch voice from\heaven as they pretend, but only a phantaftical way of divi- 
nation of their own invention, like the Sortes Virgil'iana among the hea- 



g Jofephus antiq. lib. 13. cap. 18. Eufebias in Chronico. >> Jofephus ibid. 

» Jolephhs ; dntiq. lib. T3 : cap. . i& &cap. ao. k, Jofephus antiq. lib. 13. cap. *8. 

I jpfephusafljiq. lib. 13, cap. 20. m Jofephus. antiq,. lib. 13. cap. r-8. n Talmud Bab. ia 

Ttaa^auneirin. fol.. 1 1 . . 0 See LightfootV works, vol. 1, p. 48^. p There is alfo motherrea- 
fan given for this name, thatJs that it came out of thunder ; that, the -thunder, clap west always firfl, au4 
then the Bath Kol out of it, and that therefore the thunder was as -the mother "voice andhzth Kol #^ 
daughter coming out of it. But this cannot be true, for moft of the inftances -which the Jewifll writers 
give us of their Bath Kol are without any fuch thunder preceding. q In Shabbath fol. 8. col. 3- 

thens. 
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thens. For as with them r the words firft dipp'd at in the book of that poet 
was the oracle whereby they prognofticated thofe future events, which they 
deiired to be informed of; fo with the Jews, when they appealed to Bath 
Kol, the next words, which they mould hear from any ones mouth were 
the fame. And this they called a voice from heaven, becaufe thereby they 
thought the judgment of heaven to be declared as to any dubious point 
they defired to be informed of, and the decrees of heaven to be revealed 
concerning the future fuccefs of any matter, which they would be prein- 
formed of, whenfocver in either of thefc two cafes they this way confut- 
ed it. The Sortcs Virgiliana on the failing of oracles after the coming of 
Chrift were inftead of them 5 much made ufe of by the heathens, as long 
.-is heathenifm remained among the Romans : And the chriltians, when 
chriltianity fir it began to be corrupted, learnt from them the like way of 
divination, and much praefifed it without any other change, than by put- 
ting the book of the holy fcriptures in the place of the book of the hea- 
then poet. This was as ancient as the time of St. ylujlbi, who lived in 
the fourth centuiy, for c he makes mention of it. And it was practifed by 
Her ac Hits Emperor of the ealt in the beginning of the feventh century. 
For being engaged in war againft Choft oes King of 'Perjia, and after a fuc- 
cefsful campaign being in doubt, where to take his winter quarters " en- 
joined a ime of failing and prayer to all his army, and after that confut- 
ed the book of the holy fcriptures in this way of divination, and thereby 
determined himfelf as to this matter. But it obtained moft in the weft, 
efpecially in France, where for feveral ages " it was the practice on the 
confecration of a new bifhop to confult the Bible concerning him by this 
way of divination, and from the words, which they iliould firft dip at the 
opening of the book make a judgment of his life, manners, and future be- 
haviour. And the Normans on their conquelt of this land brought this 
ufage hither with them. On the confecration of William the fecond Nor- 
man bifliop of the diocefs of Norwich the words, which the Bible firft 
opened at for him were, x Non h/tnc fed Barabbam, i. e. not this man but 
Barabbas ; by which they made a judgment, that this bifliop was not long 
to continue, and that a thief fliould come in his place, and fo it accordingly 
happen'd. For Williaffi foon after dying, Herbertus de Lozinga another 
Norman was made his fucceffor, who was chief fimony-broker to King 
William Rufm (that King openly felling all ecclefiaftical benefices) and 
had y iimoniacalIy obtained of him the abbey of JP'tnchefter for his father* 
and the abbey of Ramfey for himfelf, and had now by the like evil means 
gained this biflioprick. At his confecration the words, which the Bible 
opened at for him, z were the fame which Chrif fpoke to Judas, when he 
came to betray him ; ' amice ad quod ■venijii, i. e. friend wherefore art thoU 
come. Thefe and the former words for his predecefTor putting home up- 



'Videasdehis tortious Petri Molinaji vatcm lib. 3. cap. 20. &G!ofT3rium Domini DuCange id 
voce Sones. 5 Videas exempla hujus fW"»<W'7«'*j apud JEWnm Spartianum in Adriano, 

& apud JElixxm Lamprtdium in Alexandro Severe * Epiftola 109. 

"Theophanes in Chronico. HiftoriaMifcella & Cedrenus in Heraclio. 
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on his confcience, how much he had been a thief and a traitor to Chrtjl 
and his Church, b brought him to a thorough repentance for his crimes, 
and to expiate for them he built the cathedral church of Norwich, of 
which he laid the firtt ftone in the year of our Lord 1096. And after- 
wards having tranflated his epifcopal chair from Thetford to it, he thereby 
fixed the fee of his biflioprick in the city of Norwich, and there it hath 
been ever fince. This account may ferve not only to mew the great 
folly of mankind in deviling fuch vain and groundlefs prognofticks for fu- 
ture events (which too many are guilty of) but alfo to make us fee how 
abominable the corruptions of the Romijh Church were in thofe days, in 
their thus running into fo impious a practice, and making it part of their 
facred offices , for fuch their ordinals are reckoned to be, in which this 
way of prognofticating at the confecrations of bifliops was then directed. 
This indeed was too grofs to be long continued, but when it was dropp'd 
other things came in its Head altogether as bad. And fince it was the ig- 
norance and blind fuperftition of thofe ages that introduced thefe abomi- 
nations, this tells us how to account for the rife of all the other corrupt 
practices and doarines, that Hill are found remaining among thofe of that 
communion, 

It is alfo fpoken of to the honour of Hyrcanus, that c he was the founder 
of the caftle Boris, which was the palace of the Afmonean Princes in Jerufa- 
lem, as long as they reigned there. When Simon the father of Hyrcarms 
had' deftroyed the fortrefs on mount Acra, in which an heathen garrifon 
had been kept for the Syrian Kings, d he built fortifications round the moun- 
tain, on which the temple flood, for the better fecuring and fortifying of 
it ao-ainrt all future infults from the heathens, mould any of them in after- 
times again become matters of Jerufalem. And within thefe fortifications 
d he built an houle for himfelf, and there he dwelt all his life after. This 
houfe feems to be the fame, which Hyrcanus afterwards built into the caftle 
Baris. c It flood on a fleep rock fifty cubits f high, without the outer fquare 
of the temple upon the fame mountain with it, and the fouth fide of it did 
run parallel with the north fide of the faid fquare", beginning weftward, 
and reaching forward to the north-weft corner of the fame fquare or be- 
yond it to the length of half a furlong. For it was a fquare building of 
two furlongs in compafs, that is of half a furlong, or three hundred 
foot on every fide, (for a furlong contained fix hundred of our feet.) Here 
Hyrcanm, and all his fuccefibrs of the Afmonean family dwelt, and kept 
their court ; and here they laid up the pontifical ftole or facred robes of the 
High-prieft, and taking them out when they ufed them on all folemn 00 
cafions, and there again depofiting them as foon as the faid folemnities were 
over. And thus it continued to be done till the time of Herod, who on 
his being made King of Judaa having obferved the convenience of the 
place new built it, and made it a very ftrong fortrefs. The rock on which 
it flood, I have already faid, was f fifty cubits, i. e. 75- foot high; this he 



bKniehton & Bartholomsius de Cottonibidem. cjofephus antiq. lib. 18. cap.6. 

a 1 Maccab. xiii. f2. e Jofephus de bello Judaico lib. 6. cap. if. & antiq. lib. 14. cap. if - & 

lib.l8.cap.6. Lightfooto/^^/-, Chap. VII. 'thefe ^ cubHs are not to be underflow 

the fide next the temple, but of the other fides off Jrom it upon the brow of the mountain, on wh.ch t 
temple flood, where this rock from the valley beneath up to the top whereon the caftle was built ~ 
SO cubits high. .. j 
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lined or cafcd all over with polifhed marble, whereby he rendred ir in- 
accefTible, it not being poflible for any one to climb up on it on either 
of thofe fides on which it was thus lined by reafon Of its flipperinefs.. 
Upon the top of this rock he built his fortrefs, and inftead of Baris, the 
name it formerly bore, called it, Antonia, complimenting thereby Mar- 
cus Antonim the triumvir, who then governed the eaftern ' provinces 
of the Roman empire. The form of the building was that of a qua- 
drangle all built on every fide, wherein were rooms for all the ufes of 
a palace, and of magnificence fuitable thereto; and in the middle within 
was a large Area for the foldiers to be in, and round it was a {lately 
piazza or cloifter. The whole building was on the outfide forty cubits 
high above the rock, on which it flood; and at the four corners it 
had four turrets, three of which were fifty cubits high. i. e. ten cubits 
above the reft of the building, and the fourth feventy cubits high, that 
is thirty above the reft of the building. This fourth turret was that 
which flood at the fouth eaft corner of the fortrefs,- for that lying 
near the middle of the north fide of the great fquare of the temple, it 
was built at this height, that from thence might be feen all that was 
done in the courts within, fo that if any tumult fhould arife in any part 
of the temple, it might from thence be obferved and foldiers fent down 
to quell it. And for this ufe there were made from two feveral parts 
of the fouth fide of the fortrefs two pair of flairs leading from thence 
into the outer cloifters of the temple, that were next adjoining. And 
thus it was when the tumult was rifen in the temple againft St. Taul, 
{A&s xxi.) the whole of which by obferving what hath been above faid 
may be clearly underftood. St. Taut being to perform his vow as a Na- 
zarite (#. 16.) was in the court of the women, the fouth eaft corner of 
which was the place appointed for the rites belonging to this matter. 
Here the Jews having found him (f. 17.) laid hold of him, and having 
dragg'd him out of that holier part of the temple into the court of the 
Gentiles, which was not of the holier part, purpofed there to have ilain 
him (f: 30, and 31.) which the centinel, that kept watch on the fouth 
eaft turret of the fortrefs Autonia from thence difcerning, gave notice of 
it; whereon the captain of the fortrefs taking foldiers ran down the ftairs 
above mentioned into the outer cloifters of the temple, and from thence 
into the court, where the mutiny was; and having there refcued 'Paul 
from the multitude he carried him with him into the faid fortrefs or caftle 
up the fame pair of ftairs, through which he came down 32, and 33.) 
and when he had brought him near the top of them, the people having 
by that time got round to the place of thofe ftairs without the temple, 
"Paul obtained leave of the captain there to fpeak to them; and from 
thence he made that fpeech, which is contained in the twenty fecond chap- 
ter of the faid Acls of the Apoftles. And from what was done in this in- 
ftance may be underftood the ufe, that was made of this fortrefs at all 
other times. It was called Baris from Birah, which word among the 
eaftern nations fignified a palace or royal caftle, and in this fenfe it is often 
ufed in thofe fcriptures of the Old Teftament, which were written after 
the Babylonifh captivity, as in 'Darnel, Ezra, Chronicles, Nehemiab, and 
Efther ; which fhews it to have been borrowed from the Chaldeans, and 
from them brought into the Hebrew language. The feptuagint of ten ren- 
Vol. II, Ha dets 
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ders it by the word * Bafts, aad in this &«fe it is that this fortrefs was 
under the Afmoneans called Bar is, that is the BiraA„ or Royal Palace of 
the Prince. For that it was during all she reign of the Afmoneans. And 
when Herod firft rebuilt it, he intended it for the fame purpofe. But after- 
wards finding it aoaore proper for a fortrefs he built him a palace elfewhere, 
and turned this into a garrifon: For the temple by reafon of its height 
commanding Jerufalem, and this fortrefc in like manner commanding the 
temple, he thought he could not better keep the other two in order and 
awe, than by having a good garrifon in this fortrefs. And when Jerufa- 
lem fell into the hands of the Romans, they continued it to the fame ufe, 
keeping always a ftrong garrifon in it ; and by reafon of its immediate in- 
fluence upon the temple the captain of the garrifon is in the fbiptures 
of the New Tettament called the captain of the temple, Luke xxii. jz. 
A£ts iv. i. v. 1.4, %6. The Afmoneans,^ having always kept the pontifical 
robes in this fortrefs, here Herod on his coming to the crown found them, 
and here he continued ftill to keep them in the fame place, and fo did Ar- 
chelam his fucceflor, and the Romans after him, all upon an opinion, that 
their having thefe robes in their pofleffion would be a means for the bet- 
ter keeping of the Jews in awe. The ! cuftom was to lay them up in a 
cabinet made of purpofe for it under the feals of the High-prieft, and the 
treafurer of the temple ; and when they needed them for the facred fo- 
lemnities, on which they were ufed, they exhibited their feals to the cap- 
tain of the caftle, and then had the robes delivered to them ; and when 
the folemnities were over, they were then again laid up under the fame 
feals in the fame place, and thus it continued to be done, till at length the 
temple, this fortrefs, and the robes in it were all deftroyed in the deflagra- 
tion, and total deftruftion of the city of Jerufalem by Titus and his 
Romans. 

During the whole time of Hyrcanuis government all things went 
with him fuccefsfully abroad, and fmooth and quiet at home, till his un- 
fortunate breach with the Pharifees. But after he fell out with them, 
and went over to the Sadducees, k he loft the love of the common people. 
For they being wholly attached to the Pbarifees joined with them in 
their refentments for this procedure. And from this time neither he, nor 
any of his family could any mere recover their affe&ions, which after- 
wards created them infinite troubles, efpecially in the time of Alexander 
the fon of this Hyrcanus, as will be hereafter fhewn in the future feries of 
this hiftory. 

But fince I have here fpoken of the Pharifees and the Sadducees, and 
there will be many occafions hereafter to make mention of them, and alfo 
of the other feds and parties among ike Jews, it will be neceffary for the 
better underftanding of the following part of this hiftory here to give the 
reader a full account of all of them, before I proceed any farther. I have 
above fhewn, that after the return of the Jews, from Babylon, and the 
full fettling of the Jewijh Church again in Judaa by Ezra and Nehemiah, 



% Hence this -word came in ufe among the Hellenifts U denote a taftle, lower, or walled fortrefs, aid 
fo Hefychius aW&uidas interpret the word, and fo alfo St. Jerom in his: comment on Jeremiah cap. .17- 
and o»Hofea cap. 9. and on Pfalm 44. But the Ionick. and ' other genuine Greeks ufed it to fignify a 
fort ofajhfp, and in this fenfe the word is ufed by Herodtitiisfl» thatfart of his hiftory, where he -writes 
^/Egyptian affairs. hjofephus ibid. » Jofephustbitf. * JctephUSiantL3.lib.13. cap.:«8. 
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there arofe two parties of men among them, the one, 'who adhering to 
the written word, held that in the obiervance of that alone they fulfilled 
all righteoufnefs, and therefore thought this alone fufficient to entitle them 
to the flame of Zadikim, i. e. the righteous-, the other, m who over and 
above the written law fuperadded the traditional conllitutions of the el- 
ders, and other rigorous obfervances, which by way of fupererogation they 
voluntarily devoted themfelves to ; and therefore from hence being rec- 
koned of a fuperior degree of holinefs above the others, they were called 
Chajidim, that is, the pom, who are the fame that are mentioned n in the 
Maccabees by the name of a djfidaa7is. From the former of thefe proceed- 
ed the Samaritans, the Sadducees, and the Karra'ites ; and from the lat- 
ter the Tharijees and the EjTenes ; of all which I fhall treat in their order. 

I. Th e Samaritans were no more at firtt than p a mongrel fort of hea- 
thens, who worlhipped the God of Ifrael only in an idolatrous manner, 
and in conjunction with their other deities, and fo continued till Manajfeh 
with other fugitive Jews coming to them from Jerufalem brought with them 
the book of the law, and out of it taught them to reject all idolatry, and 
worftiip the true God only according to the Mofaical institution ; and from 
the time that they became thus reformed they may truly be reckoned a feci 
of Jcwijh religion. But I having treated of them already in the fixth book 
of the firlt pare of this hiftory, to refer the reader thither is all that I need 
farther fay of them in this place. 

II. The Saddttcees at the firft were no more than what the Karra'ites are 
now; that is, they would not receive x\v traditions of the elders, but 
ftuck to the written word only. How rhoie traditions grew among the 
Jews I have already given a full account, and the Tharifees being the 
grand promoters of them, hence they and the Sadducees became fects di- 
rectly oppofite to each other : And as long as the Sadducees oppofed them 
no farther than in this matter only they were in the right; but afterward 
they imbibed other doctrines, which render'd them a feet thorougly im- 
pious. For, 

1. They r denied the refurrection of the dead, the being of angels, and 
all exigences of the fpirits or fouls of men departed : For 5 their notion 
was, that there is no fpiritual being but God only ; that as to man this 
world is his all ; that at his death body and foul dye together never to live 
more, and that therefore there is no future reward or puni/hment. They 
acknowledged that God made this world by his power, and governs it by 
his providence, and for the carrying on of this government hath ordained 
rewards and puniftiments, but they are in this world only ; and for this rea- 
fon alone was it that they worfhipped him, and paid obedience to his laws. 
In fum, they were Epicurean T)eijis in all other refpects, excepting only 
that they allowed that God made the world by his power, and governs it 
by his providence. The talmudic ftory of Sadoc the fcholar of ylntigoims 
of Socho tells us^ how .they came to fall into this impiety, and that from this 
Sadoc they had the name of Sadducees. This being 'above fully related, I 

1 Vide Grotii comment, in i Maccab. ii. 42. m Grotius ibidem. Scaliger in Elencho 

Tnhxref. cap. 22. «.i Maccab. ii. 42,. & vii. 13. o The word is written with the He- 

brew letter Cheth, -which is fometimes rendered by Ch, as in Chafidim, fimetimes by an afpirat as 
*» H.brou, axd famctimes it is wholly left out, as here in the -word Affi'dxans. 

P 2 Kings xvn. 33 . q Part I. hook V. r M atth. xxii. 23. Mark xii. jS. ASs xxiii. 8. 
Jolephus antiq.lib. 18. cap. 2. & debello Judaiccs lib. 2. cap. 12. ' Part II. book I. 
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need not here again repeat it. But I muft confefs talmudic Stories are but 
of very little credit with me. When John Hyrcamts deferted the feet of 
the 'Phari/ees, and went over to the Sadducees, no " other alteration is men- 
tioned then to have been made by him in that change, but his rejecting and 
annulling all the traditional constitutions of the Tharifees, which makes it 
probable, that the Saddncecs were at that time gone no farther in the te- 
nets of their feci: than to the denying of thefe constitutions. And more- 
over Hyrcamts having * the character of a juft and religious Prince, and all 
his actions fpeaking him Such , it is not likely that he mould embrace fo 
impious a doctrine as that of denying the resurrection and a future ftate, 
cfpecially when he was going into that State ; (for it was in the latter end 
of his life that this was done.) All which put together give good reafon 
to fuppofe that this impiety had not then infected this feci. Whenever it 
was introduced among them, thus much we may be allured of, that vice 
and wickednefs were the only caufes of its birth ; and wherever it is elfe- 
wherc found it always hath the fame parents. When men live Such lives 
that they cannot give God an account of them, they greedily lay hold of 
any Scheme, how falfe and foolilh foever, that lhall exempt them from it. 
Epicnrus's brag was, that he had delivered the world from the fear of the 
gods : And to lay aileep the confeience, and deliver mens minds from the 
fear of God and his judgments, fo as to be at liberty to fin on without re- 
luctancy or regret, is the only rcaibn that makes any to be Epicurus's difci- 
ples: And it is molt likely that this impiety among the Jews had the fame 
original. Under the Afinoncan Princes the Jews grew prosperous, power- 
ful and rich, and their riches produced great luxury and vice ; and to free 
their confeiences from the fear of a future accounting for the enormities 
which grew up from this root, was the true caufe that introduced this do- 
ctrine againSt a future State among them. And this is confirmed by what 
Jofephus writes of this feci:; for x he tells us, that they were men of qua- 
lity and riches only that were of it. But fmce the generality of learned men 
admit the talmudic Story above mentioned concerning the firft introduction 
of this doftrine among them by Sadoc the difciple of Antigonus of Socho, I 
will enter into no farther contest about it ; but having offered my conje- 
ctures to the contrary, I leave it to the reader to make his judgment about 
it as he fhall fee caufe. 

^. The Sadducees not only rejected all unwritten traditions, but alfo y all 
the written word, excepting only that of the five books of Mofes. And if 
it be true what the talmudic Story above mentioned relates, that Sadoc on 
his firft venting of his doctrine againSt a future State , was forced for the 
impiety of it to flee to the Samaritans for refuge, perchance he might learn 
this part of his herefy from them : For they admitted only the five books of 
Mojbs, rejecting all the other parts of holy Scripture, as well the prophets 
as the hagiographa. But it feems molt probable that the Sadducees reject- 
ed thefe books becaufe they found them inconsistent with their doctrine. 
There are many places in the prophets and the hagiographa which plainly 
and undeniably prove a future ftate, and the refurrection from the dead ; 



n Jofephus antiq. lib. 13. cap. 18. w Jofephus de bello Judaico, lib. 1. cap. 3. 

* Antiq. lib. 13. cap. 18. & lib 18. cap. 1. y Vide Grotium in Matth. xxii. 13. Druliuro 

de tribus CeQis Judxorum, lib. 3. cap.tj. Lightfoot, vol. 2. p. 1278, Qui probam hoc exTet- 
tulliano, Hieronymo, aliifque. 
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and therefore having embraced the doctrine of denying both, they did what 
ufually all hereticks do, that is, reject right or wrong whatfoever did make 
againft them. Some learned men, and among them z Scaliger for one:, hold 
that they did not reject the other fcriptures, but only gave a preference 
above them to the five books of Mofes. But the account which is given 
in the Gofpels of the difputation which Cbriff * had with the Sadducees 
plainly proves the contrary : For feeing there are fo many texts in the pro- 
phets and hagiographa, which plainly and directly prove a future ftate and 
the refurrection from the dead, no other reafon can be given why Chris! 
waved all thefe proofs, and drew his argument only by confequence from 
what is faid in the law, but that he knew they had rejected the prophets 
and the hagiographa, and therefore would admit no argument but from 
the law only. Their agreeing with the Samaritans in rejecting all tradi- 
tions, and in receiving no other fcriptures than the five books of Mofes 
only, hath given an handle to the Jews to load the Samaritans with 
the imputation of agreeing with them alfo in the denial of a future ftate, 
and the refurrection from the dead ; whereas in this article the Samari- 
tans are founder than the Jews themfelves, and fo continue even to this 
day. 

3. The third point of the Sadducees herefy was h about free-will and 
predeftination : For whereas the Ejfeues held all things to be predetermin- 
ed and fixed in an unalterable concatenation of caufes never to be varied 
from, and the 'Pharifees allowed a free-will in conjunction with predefti- 
nation, the Sadducees differing from both c denied all manner of predefti- 
nation whatever, their doctrine being, that God had made man abfolutef 
mafter of all his actions, with a full freedom to do either good or evil as 
he fliall think fit to chufe, without any affiftance to him for the one, or any 
reftraint upon him as to the other : So that whether a man doth good or 
evil it is wholly from himfelf, becaufe he hath it abfolutely in his own 
power both to do the one, and avoid the other. In fum, they held the fame 
among the Jews, that 'Pelagita did afterwards among the Chriftians; that 
is, that there is no help from God either of his preventing grace, or his 
affilting grace, but that without any fuch help every man hath in himfelf 
full power to avoid all the evil which the law of God forbids, and to do 
all the good which it commands. And therefore looking on all men to 
have this power in themfelves, it is remarked of them, that d whenever they 
fate in judgment upon criminals, they always were for the fevereft fentence 
againft him. And indeed their general character was, e that they were a 
very ill-natur'd fort of men, churlifh and morofe in their behaviour to each 
other, but cruel and favage to all befides. f Their number was the feweft 
of all the fects of the Jews, but they were men of the beft quality, and 
the greateft riches among them. And it is too often found, that thofe 
who abound moft in the things of this world, are the forwardeft to neglect 
and disbelieve the promifes of a better. All thofe that were of the great- 
eft power and riches among the Jews being cut off in the destruction of 
Jerufalem by the Romans, this whole feet feems then to have periflied with 



* Elench. Trihajref. cap. 16. * Matth. xxii. Mark xii. Luke xx. 
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them. For we find no mention made of them as a feci: in being for many 
ages after, till their name was revived again in the Karra'ites, which is the 
next feci of the Jews that I am to give an account of. 

III. These & Karra'ites, though in the way of reproach they are called 
Sadducees by the other Jews* yet agree with them in nothing elfe but in 
rejecting all traditions, and adhering only to the written word. Here in- 
deed the Sadducees firft began, but afterwards went farther into thofe im- 
pious doctrines above defcribed, which the Karrdites have not: For in all 
other matters they agree with the other Jews, neither do they absolutely 
reject all traditions, but only refufe to allow them the fame authority as they 
do to the written word. They are content to admit them as the opinions 
of the former doctors, as human helps for the interpreting and the better 
understanding of the written word, as far as they fliall find them condu- 
cive thereto, but not to equal them to the written word it felf, which all 
the other Jews do. For as to thefe other Jews, I have fhewn in the former 
part of this hiftory, how they hold that befides the written law there was 
alfo given to Mofes from mount Sinai an oral law of the fame authority 
with the former ; under this latter they comprehend all their traditions, 
and therefore think themfelves under the fame obligation to obferve them 
as the written word it felf, or rather a greater ; for they obferve not the 
written word any otherwife than as interpreted by their traditions. And 
therefore having in procefs of time gathered all thefe traditions into that 
voluminous book called their Talmud, they required the fame deference 
and veneration to be paid that book as to the holy fcriptures themfelves, 
founding all their articles of faith upon its dictates , and regulating their 
practice in all things according to the directions and precepts that are 
therein. This book was ptibliftied about the beginning of the fixth centu- 
ry after Chrifl ; but when it came to be fcann'd and examin'd by fuch as 
were men of fenfe and judgment among them, they not being able to con- 
ceive how fuch tralh, nonfenfe and incredible fables as they found heap'd 
up therein could come from God, were lb fhocked hereby that they 
could not give up their faith to it ; but referving that wholly for the writ- 
ten word of God, received the other only as a work of human compofure, 
to be ufed only as an help for the interpreting and explaining the written 
word in fuch palfages of it where it would be found conducive thereto : 
And for fome time their diffent on this point went on without making any 
breach or fchifm among them, till about the year of our Lord 750. But 
then Anan a Jew of Babylonia of the ftock of 'David, and Saul his fon, 
both learned men in their way, having openly declared for the writteu. 
word only, and publickly difclaimed and condemned all manner of tradi- 
tions, excepting fuch alone as agreed therewith, this forthwith produced 
a rent and a fchifm among them, fo that they became divided into two 
parties, the one {landing up for the Talmud and its traditions, and the other 
rejecting and difowning both, as containing in their opinion the inventions 
of men, and not the doctrines and commands of God. Thofe who Hood 
up for the Talmud and its traditions being chiefly the Rabbi's and their 
fcholars and followers, hence this party had the name of Rabbinijls , and 



s Vide Buxtorfii Lexicon Rabbinicum, p. 2.1 12, 21 13, &c. Moriftt exercitationes biblicas, 
lib. 2. exereit. 7. Hottingeti thefaurum, p. 40. Drufium de tribU5 Judsorum feEHs, lib. 3- 
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the other being for the fcripture only, which in the Babylonifly language 
is called Kara, from hence they had the name of Karra'ites, which is as 
much as to fay Scriptuarians ; under which two names the controverfy 
was thenceforth carried on between them, and fo continues even to this 
day. The Jews * tell us that the caufe of this fchifm was wholly from the 
ambition and difguff of Jinan ; that being put by from the degree of 1 Gaon, 
and alfo at another time from being chofen k JEchmalotarch or head of the 
captivity at Babylon, to which he had a pretence as being of the feed of 
'David, to be revenged for thefe two repulfes they fay he made this divi- 
fion among the people. This feft is Hill in being, and thofe that are of it are 
reckoned men 1 of the beft learning, and the beil probity of all the Jewijh 
nation. There are very few of them if any at all in thefe we/tern parts; 
the moft of them are to be found in Poland, Rnffta, and the eaftern coun- 
tries. In the middle of the lalt century there was an account taken of 
their numbers, whereby it appears that m there were then of them in To- 
land zooo, at Caffa in Tartaria Crimaa 12.00, at Cairo 300, at Damafius 
zoo, at Jerufalem 30, in Babylonia 100, in c Pe?~Jia 600 : But all thefe put 
together make but a fmall number in refpeft of the great bulk of thofe 
that arc on the other fide. They " read the fcriptures and their liturgies 
every where both publickly and privately in the language of their countrey 
in which they dwell. At Conflantinople they have them in Greek, at Caff a 
in Turkijh, in Terjia in the Perjian language, and in Arabic in all places 
where Arabic is fpoken as the vulgar tongue. 

IV. But 0 the greatelt feci of the Jews was that of the Tharifees : For 
they had not only the Scribes, and all the learned men in the law of their 
party ; but they alfo drew after them 0 all the bulk of the common peo- 
ple. They differed from the Samaritans in that befides the law they re- 
ceived the prophets, the hagiographa, and the traditions of the elders, and 
from the Sadducees not only in thefe particulars, but alfo in their doftrines 
about a future flate and the refurreft ion of the dead , and about predefti- 
nation and free-will. 

For as to the firft of thefe it is faid in fcripture, That p whereas the 
Sadducees fay that there is no refurrettion , neither angel, nor fpirit, the 
Pharifees confefs both, that is firft, that there is to be a rcfurreftion from 
the dead, and fecondly, that there are angels and fpirits. But according 
to Jofephm q this rcfurreftion of theirs was no more than a Pythagorean 
refurreftion, that is a refurreftion of the foul only by its transmigration into 
another body, and being born a-new with it. But from this refurreftion 
they excluded all that were notorioufly wicked : For of fuch- their notion 
was, that their fouls as foon as feparated from their bodies were tranfmit- 
ted into a ftate of everlafting woe, there to fufFer the puniflrment of their 
fins to all eternity : But as to lefTer crimes their opinion was, that they 

hR ; Abraham Ben David in Cabbala hiftorica. Zacutus in Juchafin. David" Gantz in Ze- 
mach David. i Gaon -was * title to -which their higheft doctors were in thofe times- promoted. 

k The j5Echmalotarch -was the head of the captivity in Babylonia, and the fame in that province that 
the Alabarcha was in Alexandria, that is one chofen among the Jews, to -whom they fnbrnittcd to be 
judged and governed according to their /aw. And fuch an one they had over them here in England 
under the firft Norman Kings, who -was licenfed by them for this office by the name of Epifcopus Ju- 
dxorum. See SeldenV Marmora Arundeliana. 1 Scaliger in Elencho Trihs'ref. cap. 2. 
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were punilhed in the bodies, which the fouls of thofe, that committed 
tbem, were next fent into. And according to this notion was it, that 
Chri/i's difciples asked him in the cafe of the man that was born blind, 
l iybo did Jin this man or his parents, that he was born, blind. For this 
plainly fuppofeth an antecedent ftate of being, otherwife it cannot be con- 
ceived, that a man could fin before he was born. And when the dif- 
ciples told Chrift, 5 that fome faid of him that he was Elian, and others 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets, this can be underftood no otherwife, 
but that they thought according to the doctrine of the transmigration of 
fouls, that he was come into the world with the foul of Elias, of of Jere- 
mias, or of fome other of the old prophets transmitted into him, and born 
with him. Thefe two instances put together plainly prove what Jofephns 
faith, that, is that the refurrecrion held by the Jews in thofe times was no 
other than a Tyt hagorean refurrection of the fame foul in another body : But 
when Chrift came, who brought life and immortality to light, he firft taught 
the true refurrection of the fame body and foul together, and foon after 
the Jews learned it from his followers, and ever fince have taught it in the 
fame manner as they did. For all their books now extant fpeak of the 
refurreclion of the dead, and the laft judgment thereon to follow j no other- 
wife in the main particulars than the chriftians do. 

A s to what the Tharifees held of predeftination and free-will, it is hard 
to fay what their doctrine was as to this matter. For according 'to Jo- 
fephus they held abfolute predeihnation with the Ejfenes, and free-will with 
the Sadducees jumbled both together. For they afcribed to God and fate 
all that is done, and yet left to man the freedom of his will. But how 
they made thefe two apparent incompatibles confift together is no where 
fufriciently explained ; perchance they meant no more, than that every 
man freely chufeth, what he is unalterably predeftinated to. But if he be 
predeftinated to that choice, how freely foever he may feem to chufe, cer- 
'.tainly he hath no free-will, becaufe he is according to this fcheme unal- 
terably neceffitated to all that he doth, and cannot poffibly chufe other- 
wife. 

But the main diftinguifliing character of this feet was their zeal u for the 
traditions of the elders, which they derived from the fame fountain with 
the written word it felf, pretending both to have been delivered to Mofes 
from mount Sinai, and therefore they afcribed equally to both the fame 
authority. How thefe. traditions had their rife after the time of Ezra, 
I have w already fhewn. This feet of men (who made it their main bufi- 
nefs to propagate them and promote their obfervance) had its birth at the 
fame time with them, and they grew up together, till at length they came 
to fuch a maturity and afcendency, that the traditional law *fwallowed up 
the written law, and thefe who were the propagaters of it the whole bulk 
of the Je-wijb nation. Thefe men y by reafon of their pretences to a more 
nice and rigorous obfervance of the law according to their traditions, 
which they had fuper-added to it, looked on themfelves as more holy 
than other men, and therefore feparated themfelves from thofe, whom 
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they thought iinners, or prophane, fo as *not to eat nor drink with them; 
and hence from the Hebrew word "Pharas, which fignifleth to feparate, 
"they had the name of Tharifees, which is as much as to fay Separatifts. 
And although their chiefeft feparation was from the common people, whom 
they called Am Haaretz, i e. the people of the earth, and reckoned them 
no other than as the dung thereof, yet by reafon of their hypocritical pre- 
tences to greater righteoufnefs than others, in the obfervance of the law, 
they b drew the common people after them, they being above all others in 
their high efteem and veneration. This hypocrify our Saviour c frequently 
chargeth them with, as alfo d of their making the law of God of none effect 
by their traditions. Several of thefe traditions he particularly mentioned 
and condemned, as appears in the Gofpels, but they had a vaft number 
more. To go thorough them all would be to tranferibe the Talmud, a 
book of twelve volumes in Folio : For the whole fubjeft of it is to dictate 
and explain all thofe traditions, which this feet impofed to be received and 
obferved. And altho' many of them are very abfurd and foolifli, and moft 
of them very burdenfome and heavy to be born, yet this feet hath devour- 
ed all the reft, they having had for many ages none to oppofe them among 
that people, faving only thofe few Karra'ztes I have mentioned. For ex- 
cepting them only the whole nation of the Jews from the deftruefion of 
the temple to this prefent time have wholly gone in unto them, and re- 
ceived all their traditions for divine dictates, and to this day obferve them 
with much greater regard and devotion, than the written word it felf. 
So that they have in a manner for the fake of their traditions annufd all 
the holy fcriptures of the Old Tejlament, and fet up the Talmud to be their 
Bible in their ftead : For this they now make to be the whole rule of then- 
faith and manners. So that it is now only according to the traditions of 
the Tharifees, not according to the law and the prophets, that the prefent 
Jewijh religion is wholly formed, whereby they have corrupted the old 
Jewifl? religion juft in the fame manner as the Romanijts have the 
chriftian. 

In conjunction with the Tharifees the Scribes are often mentioned in 
the fcriptures of the New Tcjtamcnt. But they were not a feet, but a 
profciHon of men following literature; they were of divers forts. For 
gcnerally all, that were any way learned among the Jews were in the time 
of our Saviour and his Apoftlcs called Scribes, but efpecially thofe, who 
by reafon of their skill in the law and divinity of the Jews were advanced 
to lit in Mofes\ feat, and were either judges in their ' fanhedrims, or 
teachers in their fchools or fynagogues. They f were moftly of the feci of 
the Thanfecs, moft of the learning of the Jews in thofe times lying in 
their phanfaical traditions, and their way of interpreting (or we may ia 
t ier lay wrcilmg) the fcriptures by them. And they being the men, thai 
chelated . the law both of Church and ftate, hence lawyers and Scribes are 
convertible terms in the Gofpels, and both of them do there fignify the 
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fame fort of men. For the fame perfon, who in Matthew xxii. 35-. is 
called a lawyer, is in Mark xii. 18. faid to be one of the Scribes. 

V. But how rigorous foever the Tbarifees pretended to be in their 
obfervances, the Effenes out-did them herein. For being originally of 
the fame fed: with them they reformed upon them, in the fame manner as 
among the Romanifts, the Carthujians and the Ciftertians have upon the 
Beueditfins, and did fet up for a much more fevere, and perchance for a 
much more unblameable rule of living, than the other did. sAs to fate 
and free-will their opinion was for an abfolute predeftination, agreeable to 
what is held by the Supralapfarians of the prefent age, without allowing 
to man any free-will at all, or any liberty of choice in any of his actions. 
And as to the other grand point of a future ftate and the refurreel ion from 
the dead, they alfo differed from the Tharifees herein. For altho' they 
allowed the former, they denied the latter, their doctrine being, h that the 
fouls of men after their death are tranfmitted into a ftate of immortality, 
therein to live in everlafting blifs or in everkfting woe, according as their 
actions have deferved, without ever any more returning either to their own, 
or any other bodies for ever. Although our Saviour very often cenfured 
all the other fedts then among the Jews, yet he never fpake of the Effenes, 
neither is there any mention of them thorough the whole fcriptures of the 
New Tefiament. This proceeded, fome think, from their retired way of 
living. For their abode being moftly in the countrey they feldom came 
to cities, nor were they in our Saviour's time ever feen at the temple, or 
in any publick aflembly, and therefore not falling in the way of our Sa- 
viour's obfervation for this reafon, fay they, he took no notice of them. 
But it is much more likely it was, that being a very honeft and fmcere 
fort of people without guile or hypocrify, they gave no reafon for that re- 
proof and cenfure, which the others very jultly deferved : Their way of 
living was very peculiar and remarkable. To give the reader a thorough 
view of it the beft way will be to lay it before him in the words of Jofe- 
phus, Thilo, and Tliny, who are the ancienteft authors that fpeak of this 
feet, and from whom all elfe is taken that is faid of it. The words of 
Jofephus concerning the Effenes are as follow. 

" ! The Effenes are Jews by nation, and a fociety of men friendly to 
" each other beyond what is to be found among any other people. They 
" have an averfion to pleafure in the fame manner as to that which is truly 
" evil. To live continently and keep their paffions in fubjection they efteem 
" a virtue of the firft rate. Marriage they have in no efteem, but taking 
" other men's children, while they are yet tender and fufceptible of any 
" impreflion, they treat them as if they were of their own flem and blood 
" and carefully breed them up in the inftitutions of their feet. However 
« they are not abfolutely againft marriage in others ; for that would be to 
*« take away the fucceflion and race of mankind ; but being aware of the 
" lafcivioufnefs of women they are perfuaded, that none of them can keep 
" true faith to one man. 

" They have riches in great contempt. And community of goods is 
" maintained among them in a very admirable manner. For not any one 



g Jofephus antiq. lib. 13. cap. 9. & lib. 1 &- cap. 1. & de bello Judaico lib. z. cap. 12. 

h Jofephus de bello Judaico lib. a. cap. 12. > Jofephus de bello Judaico lib. 2- cap. 1. 
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« is ro be found among them pofleffing more than another, it being a fix'd 
tx rule of their fed, that every one, who enters into it muft give up all his 
" goods into the publick ftock of the fociety, fo that among the whole 
" number none may be found lower than another by reafon of his poverty, 
« or any on the other fide elated above the reft by his riches. For every 
ft man's goods being caft into common, they are all enjoyed as one poflefti- 
* on among brethren in the fame family for each man's ufe. 

" The y look on it as a difparagement k to make ufe of oyl, fo that if any 
« one of them mould happen to be anointed againft his will, they wipe it 
«« offimmediately, and cleanfe their body from it. For not to be nice in 
" the care of themfelves, they efteem as a commendable thing : And they 
* £ always go habited in white garments. 

" They have ftewards chofen for the management of their common ftock 
" Who in common provide for all according as every man hath need. They 
*« do not live all together in one city, 1 but in every city feveral of them dwell. 
" Thefe give reception to all travellers of their feci, who cat and drink 
" with them as freely as of their own, going in unto them, though they 
«« nevei* faw them before, in the fame manner, as if they had been of their 
*' long acquaintance. And therefore when they take a journey any where, 
" they carry nothing with them but arms for their defence againft thieves. 
l£ In every city they have one principal perfoh of their fociety appointed 
" procurator to take care of all ftrangers, that come thither of that feci:, 
" who proVideth them with cloaths, and all Other neceflaries, that they 
" mall be in want of. Their garb and gel hire of body is always fuch, as rc- 
" fembles that of children under the fear and difcipline of their mailers. 
" They never change their cloaths or fhoes, till they be worn out, and 
*' made unfit by time for any farther ufe. They neither fell nor buy any 
" thing among themfelves, but every one gives of that which lie hath to 
" him that wanteth, and on like occafion again receives in return hereto, 
" whatsoever the other hath, that he ftands in need of. And altho' there 
" be no fuch retribution, yet it is free for every one to take of whomfo- 
" ever of the feci he mail think fit, all whatfoever he ftands in want of. 

" They are in what pertaineth to God in an efpecial manner religious. 
" For before the fun be rifen they fpeak of no common worldly matter ; 
" but till then offer up unto God their prayers in ancient forms received 
" from their predeceffors , fupplicating particularly in them, that he 
" would make the fun to rife upon them. After this they are fent by their 
" fuperiors m each to work in the employments they are skill'd in, wherein 
" they having diligently laboured till the fifth hour (that is till eleven in 
" the morning") they then aftemble again in one place together ; and each 
" having a linen garment to put about about him they wafh themfelves 
" in cold water. After this luftration they go into a private room, where 
" no one that is not of their feci is permitted to enter. And being thus 



k Anointing with oyt was much in rife i„ the eaft in thofe times, especially after the ufe of the Bath 
and thofe who were mofi delicate anointed themfelves with perfumed oyl. Bui theEfibnes rejected a& 
anointing as effeminate. I By what is after f aid they feem to have been difiributed into fodalities, 

and to have in everyplace -where they dwelt one or more of thofe fodalities according to their number, and 
within thefe fodalities to have lived together according to all the rules of their order, that is every one in 
■ that fodality, to which he belonged. ^ThUs the old Briti'ffi monks of Bancor in Wales were all 

maintained by the daily labour of their own hands. See Eede's ecclcftaftical bijlory, lib. 2. cap. 2. 
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" purified they go into the refeclory or dining-room with the fame beha- 
" viour as into an holy temple ; where being fet in filence, the baker lays 
" before every man his loaf of bread ; and the cook in like manner ferves 
" up to each of them his dim all of the fame fort of food. The Priell 
" then fays grace before meat, and it is not lawful for any to tafte the leafl 
" bit before grace be faid ; and after dinner they fay grace again, and thus 
" they always begin and end their meal with praife and thankfgiving to 
" God, as the giver of their food. After this they quit the habits which 
" they laft put on, looking on them as in fome meafure facred, and then 
" again betake themlelves each man to his work till the evening, when 
" returning again to the fame place, they take their fupper in the fame 
« manner as they had their dinner, their guefts fitting at meal with them, 
" if fo it happen that there are any fuch then prefent in the place. No noife 
" or tumult ever diforders the houfe where they are ; for when they are 
" met together they fpeak only as each is allowed his turn. This filence 
" appears to others who are not of their feci: as a thing of venerable and 
" facred regard. All this is the effect of a conftant courfe of fobriety in 
" in their moderating their eating and drinking only to the end of fufficing 
" nature. 

" A lt h o' in all other matters they do nothing without the allowance 
" of their fuperiors , yet in two cafes, that is in offices of affiftance, and 
" in offices of mercy, they are permitted to have free power each man 
" to do as he mall fee caufe for it : For to yield affiftance to thofe that 
« are worthy of it, whenever they ftand in need thereof ; and to be cha- 
" ritable in giving food to the poor that want it, is what is allowed to all 
" of them with full liberty. But to give any thing to their relations with- 
" out the confent and allowance of their governors , is utterly forbidden 
" among them. 

« They difpenfe their anger with juftice, and are great embers of their 
" paffions, fteady keepers of their faith, conftant labourers for peace, and 
" every word with them is of greater force than an oath with other men, 
" They avoid taking any oath at all, looking on it as worfe than perjury. 
" They fay he is already condemned as a faithlefs perfon who is not to be 
" believed without calling God to witnefs. They are in an extraordina- 
" ry manner ftudious of the writings of the ancients, felecfing out of them 
" fuch things efpecially as are beneficial either to the bodies or fouls of 
" men. Hence in order to the cure of difeafes, the nature of medicinal 
" roots, and property of ftones, are fearched into by them. 

" When any defire to enter into their feci, they are not immediately 
" admitted, but are kept ■without a whole year, during which time they put 
" all of them that are of this clafs of novices under the fame difcipline, or 
" rule of living, giving to each of them a fmall pick- ax, the linen garment 
" above mentioned, and a white fuit of cloaths. After they have during 
" all this time given thorough proof of their continence and temperance, 
" they are received into a nearer converfation and rule of life with them, 
" and partake of their holier water for their purification. However they 
" are not admitted as yet to their common table, and full fellowfliip with 
" them ; but after their having given this proof of their continence for 
" one year, they make trial of their manners for two years longer ; and 
" then, if they appear worthy, they give them full admiffion into their 
" fociety. 

« Bit 
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"But before they are admitted to eat at the common table they ftrift- 
" ly bind themfelves by folemn vows, firft to worlhip and ferve God, and 
« next that in all things to do that which is juft towards men ; not wil- 
tc lingly to wrong any one, no not though he mould be commanded fo 
« to do ; always to deteft wicked men, and to fide with and help all thofe 
« that are juft and good ; ever to keep faith inviolable with all men, efpe- 
« cially with Princes (for no one comes to have rule and government over 
« us but by God's appointment.) That if it ihall happen that they be called 
" to any ftation of government, they will not abule their power to the 
« wronging of any under them, nor diftinguifh themfelves from them by 
" their habit or more fplendid drefs of apparel ; always to love truth, and 
" to convince and reprove all that are liars; to keep their hands from fteal- 
" ing ; and to keep their minds clear from the taint of any unjuft gain ; that 
« they will not conceal from any of the fociety the myfteries of their feet, 
«' nor communicate them to any other, no not tho' they mould be forced 
" to it for the faving of their lives. And moreover they farther vow to 
" deliver to none of their brethren any of their docirines otherwife than 
" as they have received them ; to abftain from all theft, and to n preferve 
" with equal care the books containing the doctrines of their feci, and the 
" names of the meflengers by whofe hand they were written and conveyed 
" to them, and by fuch vows do they bind and fecure all thofe that enter 
" into their fociety, to be ever fteady and firm to, all the laws and rules 
" of it. 

" Such as they find guilty of any enormous crime they expel out of the 
" fociety ; and thofe who fall under this fentence often perifh by a moft 
" lamentable death : For they are fo bound up by the laws of that fociety, 
« and the vows which they have made to keep them , that they cannot 
" receive any food but from thofe of the^r feci ; fo that they are forced, 
« when thus expelfd, to feed like beafts ori the herbs' of the field till their 
" bodies being confirmed for want of nou.rifliment they are familhed to 
" death. Wherefore often commiferating their cafe they have received 
" them again, when ready to expire, thinking that they have fuftered punifh- 
" ment enough for their crimes, when thus brought by it even to the gates 
" of death. 

"In their adminiftration of juftice they are moft exaci and juft; they 
" never give fentence but when there are an hundred at leaft prefent, and 
« what is then decreed by them remains irrevocable. Next to God they 
" have the higheft veneration for their legifiators, making it no lefs than 

death to fpeak evil of them. To yield to the fentiments of their elders, 
" and fubmit to what is determined by the major part of their people, they 
" hold to be a thing commendable, and what ought to be done. When 
" any ten of them fit together, no one of them (peaks but with the con- 
tc fent of the other nine. When they are in any company they are care- 
" fully to avoid fpitting into the middle before them,, or on the right 
" hand. ,_' : 

« In abftaining from all manner of work on f the fabbath-day they diftin- 
" guifli themfelves above all other Jews: For they do not only make rea- 
" dy their fabbath-day's meal the eve before, that they may not do as much 
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its kindle a fire on chat day; but alio tie themfelves up fo ftridtly to the 
f 'obfervance of 4 it, that they do not then dare move a veffel out of its place, 
" or fo much as°,go to ftool for the eafe of nature. On all other days, 

when they eafe ; themfelves, thefy dig a pit of a foot deep with an. iron in- 

ftrumeht,; : whicii : they' always carry about with them (that is the fmall 
~ u pick-ax which is above mentioned to be given to all their novices) and 
" then enconiparting their lower parts carefully with their garment, that 
" they may not' offer any injury or offence to the divine fplendor , they 
" let themfelves over the faid pit, and fo difcharge themfelves into it, and 

then coVer it over with the earth afore digged out of it. And this they 
" always do, chufing the fecreteft places for it. And altho' this be no 
" more than the natural voiding of bodily excrements, yet it is their ufage 
" to wa(h themfelves after it as after fome great pollution. 

" They are divided, according to the time that they have been in this 
" asketic manner of life, into four different claffes one above another, and 
" every one' of a fenior clafs thinks all of the inferior claffes fo much be- 
" ncath him , that if he happen to touch any one of them , he wafheth 
" after it iu the fame manner as if he had touched one of another nation. 
" They arc long livers, fo that many of them arrive to the age of an hun- 
«' dred years ; which is to be afcribed to their fimple and plain manner of 
" feeding, and the temperance and good' order which they obferve in that 
" and in all things elfet 

" They are contemners of adverfity, and overcome all fufferings by the 
" grcatnefs of their mind, irifpmuch that they elieem death it felf, when 
" it is to be undergone on an honourable account, better than immortali- 
" ty. Of the firmnefs of their mind in all' cafes the war which we had with 
" the Romans hath given fufficient proof ;[ in which tho' they were tortur- 
" ed, racked, burnt, had therr bones broken, and were made to undergo 
" the fufferings of all the inftruments of torments, that they might there- 
" by be brought to fpe'ak ill of their lawgiver, and eat of thofe meats that 
" are prohibited, yet they always flood firmly out to do neither of them; 
" neither did they ever, endeavour to mollify or appeafe the rage of their 
" toi-mento'rs towards them, c '6r fhed one tear in their fufferings; but 
" laughed while under their torments, and mocking, thofe who were the 
" executioners of themj "chearfully yielded up their fouls in death, as firmly 
" believing, J that after that they lhould live in them for ever. 

"" For ; this ppinibn is delivered' among them, that the bodies of 
" men are. mortal, and' that- the fubftance of them is not permanent, 
" but that their fouls being immortal; remain for ever ; that coming out 
."of the fubtildt and pureft air they are invelop'd and bound up in 
" their bodies , as in fo %any prifons , being attracted to them by cer- 
* £ tain natural allurements' ; ' but that after they get out of thofe cor- 
* poral bonds, being as it were freed from a long fervitude, do rejoice 
« thereon, and are carry'd aloft. And they affirm,' agreeable to the opi- 
" nion of the Greeks, that for the fouls of good men there is ordained 
" a ftate of life in a region beyond the ocean, which is never molefted ei- 



° What was commanded the Jews while in the camp, Deut. xxiii. 12, 13. theft Eflenes thought t° 
be always obligatory upon them in all places , and therefore thinking they ought not to do fo much work 
ok that day as to dig the pit there commanded, they never on that day went to Jiool, but abftained from 
it ull the next day, how much foe-vet nature called for eafe in this cafe. 
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« ther with mowers, or mow* or raging heats, but is ever refrefhed with 
« gentle gales of wind conitantly breathing from the ocean. But to the 1 
•< fouls, of the wicked they affign a dark and cold place for their abode filled 
« with punifhments which fliall never ceafe. And it feerns to be according 
« to the fame notion, that the Greeks aflign to their valiant men, whom 
« they call heroes and demigods, the fortunate iflands for their habitation, 
" but to the fouls of wicked men the regions of the impious in hell. And 
" hence it is that they have devifed their fables of feveral there punifhed, as 
" Sijyphus, and Tantalus, and Ixio/r, and Titym, laying down in the firft 
«< place that the fouls of men do live for ever, and next applying this do- 
clrine for the encouragement of virtue, and the difcouragement of vice' 
" and wickednefs: For good men are made better in their lives by the 
" hopes of honour for the reward of it after death, and evil men are re- 
" {trained from the impetuofity of their courfe in wickednefs by fear, 
" while they expecl, that tho' their evil deeds efcape obfervation in this 
" life, yet after death they muit undergo everlafting punimments for them. 
" This is the divinity which the Etfenes teach concerning the foul, pro- 
'« pofing thereby a bait of inevitable allurement to all that have tatted of 
" their doftrine. 

" There are fome of this feet who take upon them to foretel things to 
" come, being bred up from their childhood in the ftudy of their facred 
•• books, and the fayings of the prophets, and alfo in the ufe of various 
" purifications to qualify them for it : And it is very feldom found that 
" they fail in what they foretel. 

" And there are another fort of Efeues, who in their way of living, and 
•« in the ufages and rules of their orders exactly agree with the others, ex- 
" cepting only that they differ from them in their opinion about marriage: 
" For they reckon that thofe that do not marry cut Off a great part from 
" the number of the living, that is, out of the fucceffion of the next genera- 
" tion, efpecially if all fhould be of their mind; for then the whole race 
" of mankind would be foon extinguiflied. But of thofe Women whom 
" they marry they make trial for the term of three years before they eon- 
" tract with them, and if through all that time they find by the conftant 
" regular order of their natural courfes that they are of health fit to bear 
" children, they then marry thefn, but they never lye with them after they 
" are found to be With child; mewing thereby, that they do not marry 
" to gratify Iuft, but only for the fake of having children. When their 
" women go to wafh themfelves they have the like linen garment to put 
" about them which is above mentioned to be given to the men for the 
" fame purpofe: And fuch are the ufages and manners of this feft. 

Th u s far Jofepbtfs in his book of the wars of the Je-ws. In his book 
of their antiquities, which he wrote fome years after the former, he faysr 
farther of them as folio weth. " p Among the Je-ws there have been three 
" forts of fectsfrom times of old ; the Ejfenes, and the Sadducees, and the 

" third feel, which are called T hart fees.- The doctrine of the Effenes 

«' afcribes to God the ordering and governing of all things: They teach 
" that the fouls of men are immortal: They hold that the attainment of 
" righteoumefs and juftice is to be endeavoured after above all things: 
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'« They fend their gifts to the temple, but they offer no facrifices there by 
" reafon of the different rules of purity, which they have inftituted among 
« themfelves. And therefore being excluded the common temple,they facrifice 
" apart by themfelves, otherwife they are in their manners and courfe of life 
" the beft of men: They employ themfelves wholly in their labour of agri- 
" culture: Their righteoufnefs is worthy of admiration above all others that 
" pretend to virtue ; in which they do by no means give place to any whe- 
" ther Greeks or Barbarians, no not in the leaft: They have been long 
" under engagements never to be hinder'd by any thing in their diligent 
" ftudy and purfuit after it : Their goods are all in common, and he that 
" is rich hath not the enjoyment of the things of his houfe any more than 
" he that hath nothing at all: And they that live after this manner are in 
" number about four thoufand men. They neither marry wives, nor en- 
" deavour after the poiTeffion of fervants; their opinion of the latter be- 
" ing, that it leads to injuftice by invading the common liberty of mankind ; 
" and of the other, that it gives matter for trouble and difturbance. Where- 
" fore hving by themfelves they mutually make ufe of the fervice of each 
" other. They chufe good men out of the number of their Priefts to be 
" the receivers of their incomes, and the managers of 4 the fruits which their 
" lands produce, for the providing of them with meat and drink. 

There is alfo mention made of them by Jofephus in another place, that 
is, in the ninth chapter of the thirteenth book of his antiquities ; but there 
he fpeaks only of their opinion about fate. His words in that place arc, 
that they hold that fate governs all things, and that nothing happens to man 
but by its appointment. 

THILO the Jew is the next, or indeed the firft, that fpeaks of them; 
for he wrote before Jofephus, being by much the older of the two : For 
Jofephus was not born till *» the firft year of the reign of Caligula the Ro- 
man Emperor anno 'Domini 37, whereas Thilo was at that time advanced 
in years. For it was not much above two years after that c Philo was fent 
as head of an embaify to that Emperor from the Alexandrian Jews , as a 
perfon that by his age and experience was beft qualified for that difficult 
undertaking. But Jofephus being beft acquainted with their feet, as hav- 
ing lived in Jtidaa, and been there for fome time r converfant among 
them, and under their difcipline, was beft qualified to write a true and exact 
account of them, and therefore I have begun with that which he hath given 
us. For 'Pbilo being a Jew of Alexandria knew nothing of the Ejfenes in Jn- 
daa but what he had by hearfay ; but with the Ejfenes of Egypt he was 
indeed much better acquainted : For altho' the principal feat of them was 
in Judaa , yet there were alfo of them in Egypt, and in all other places 
where the Jews were difperfed ; and therefore Thilo diftinguiftied. this 
feci into the Ejfenes of Judaa and Syria, and the Ejfenes of Egypt and 
other parts. The firft he called practical Ejfenes, and the others he calls 
therapeutic or contemplative, and of each he gives the accounts that follow. 

" 'Among the Jews who inhabit 'Palejtine and Syria, there are fome 
" whom they call Ejfaans, being in number about ' four thoufand men ac- 
" cording to my opinion; they have their name by reafon of their piety, 



q Jofephus in libto de vita fust. ' Jofephus ibidem. s Philo Judxus in libro cui 

titulus omms probus liber, pag. 678. Edit. Col. ' Jofephus agrees with bim in this number. 

See above. 
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" from the Greek word ''Oa-t(^, which fignifieth holy, tho' the derivation 
" from thence be not made accoi-ding to the exact rule of Grammar. And 
" whereas they are moil religious fervers and worfliippers of God, they 
" do not facrifice unto him any living creature, but rather chufe to form 
" their minds to be holy, thereby to make them a fit offering unto him. 
" They chiefly live in countrey villages, avoiding cities by reafon of the 
« 1 vices, that are familiar among citizens, being fenfible, that as the breath- 
" ing in a corrupted air doth breed difeafes, fo the cOnverfing with evil 
" company often makes an incurable impreflion upon the fouls of men. 

" Some of them labour in husbandry, others follow trades of manufa- 
" dture, confining themfelves only to the making of fuch things as are 
" the utenfils of peace, endeavouring thereby to benefit both themfelves 
" and their neighbours. They do not treafure up either filver or gold, 
" neither do they provide themfelves with large portions of land out of a 
* 1 defire of plentiful revenues, but feek only after fuch things as are requi- 

fite for the fupplying of the neceflaries of life. They are in a manner, 
' ' the only perforis of all mankind, who being without money, and with- 
" out poflerlions (and this by their own choice, rather than by the want 
" of good fortune) yet reckon themfelves molt rich, judging their need- 
" ing little, and their being contented with any thing, to be (as really it 
" is) a great abundance. You fhall not find any among their handicrafts- 
" men, that ever put an hand to the making of arrows, or darts, orfwords, 
" or head-pieces, or corfletsi orfhields, neither do any among them make 
" any armoury or engines, or any other inftruments whatfoever, that are 
* ' made ufe of in war ; nay they will not make fuch utenfils of peace, as 
" are apt to be employed to do mifchief. 

" Merchandizing, trafficking, and navigation they never as much 
' as dream of, rejecting them utterly as incitements to covetoufnefs. 
' There is no fuch thing as a fervant among them, but they all mutually 
' help and ferve each other. They condemn the domination of matters 
' over fervants, not only as unjuft and prejudicial to holinefs, but alfo as 
' impious and deftruftive of the law of nature, which bringing forth, fay 
' they, and nourifliing all men alike in the fame condition of life, as a 
' common mother to all hath made them all as brothers to each other, 
' and this not only in word, but really and indeed ; but that treacherous 
' covetoufnefs overthrowing their kindred hath produced ftraingenefs in- 
' ftead of familiarity, and enmity inflead of friend/hip. 

" As to philofophy, logick they utterly relinqui/h to fuch, as quarrel 
' about words, reckoning it as ufelefs for the attainment of virtue. And 
' natural philofophy and all the points thereof (excepting only fo much 
' as concerns the being of God, and the original production of all things) 
' they leave to thofe, who have time to fpare to treat of fuch mat- 
' ters, reckoning it tb be above the power of man to attain to a true 
' knowledge of them. But about ethic's or moral philofophy they are 
' much converfant, ufing therein the guidance and direction of their coun- 
' trey laws, which are fuch, as could never have come from the mind of 
• mart without a divine infpiration. Herein they inftruftmen as at other 
' times fo efpecially on the feventh day: For the feventh day is held 
' holy by them, on which they d'efift from all other work, going on that 
« day to their facred places, which they call fynagogues, where they fit 
1 m order according to their feniority or {landing in the fociety, the hi- 
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«■ ©iors taking place helow their feniors, and all compofing themfelves 
" with decency for the hearing of the word. Then one taking the Bible 
" reads out of it, and then another being one of the moft skilful doth ex- 
" pound upon what hath been fo read, palling over what is above his 
" knowledge. Their manner of expounding is moftly by parables, ac- 

V cording to the way that hath been anciently in ufe among them. They 
" are inftrudled in holinefs, righteoufnefs, juilice, oeconomy, politics, in 
" the knowledge of what is truly good, and what is evil, and what is in- 
" different, what is proper for them to chufe, and what on the contrary 
" they ought to avoid. In which courfe they make ufe of three rules, 
" judging of all things according as they accord, i. with the love of God, 
" z. with the love of virtue, or 3. with the love of their neighbour. Of 
" their love to God they give a multitude of demonftrations : As for in- 
" {knee, their conrtant and unalterable courfe of chaftity their whole life 
" through, their abltaining from all fwearing, their never fpeaking a lie, 
" and their always afcribing to God the caufe of all good, and never 
" making him the author of that which is evil. Of their love to virtue 
" they give inftances, in their not being covetous, in their not being am- 
" bitipus, in their renouncing of pleafures, in their continence, in their 
". patience, in their plainnefs, in their needing little, in their being con- 
" tent with any thing, in their modefty, in their reverence for the laws, in 
" their ftability of mind, and other fuch like virtues. And laftly of their 
" love t© their neighbour they give inftances in their benevolence, in their 
" equal carriage to all, which is greater than can be well exprefled, and 
" in their holding all that they haye in common, of which it will not be 
«' unfeafonable here to fpeaka little. 

«' First therefore no- man's houfe is properly his own, but every man of 

V the feet, that mail come to it, hath an equal intereft therein. For as 
" they live together in. fodalkies, eating and drinking at the fame com- 
" mpn table, fo they there provide: entertainment for all of the fraternity 
" that lhali come thither to them from any other place. There is one 
" common treafury belonging to them all, from whence the expences of 
" cloarhs and proviftoqs. are furnifhed in common for all of the community 
" according to the fevejali fodaljties, into which they are diftributed. 

V Their, way of cohabiting, together under the fame ropf, of eating to- 
" gether pf the fame- victuals, and fitting together at the fame table, is 
" fuch as is no where. elfje tovb.e found thus eftablifhed,, or any thing, "like 
" it. What tfcey gain, by their daily labour ;they keep not to themfelves, but 

V bring it all, into the cpmmpn ftock, from whence provifionris made for 
" the ufe and common, utility of all of the feet : And if any among : them 
" fall fick,, they do npt negleft them, as fuch that can get nothing, but 
" have all things that, are- neceflary for, the recovering-, of them, again to 
« ' their health, always- ready-provided- for. them out of the common ftock, 
" fo that they take hereof witfi.all; freedom as plentifully, as they ftiall think 
" fit. Great honour and reverence is paid to. the elder men. of the fo- 

ciety-by the juniors* who take care of them, in, fuch manner v a& truly 
" begotten children, dp-of? their pai?ents, t adminiifring unto themibpth .-with 
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" their hands, and their counfels, with all plentifulnefs whatfoever may 
*' be neceflary for their comfortable fupport in their old age. 

Thus far Thilo concerning thofe, whom he calls practical Eflenes. Of 
thofe whom he calls the contemplative, w he faith as followeth. 

" Having fpoken of the Ejfieans, that lead a practical life, I come next 
" to treat of thofe, who embrace the contemplative. The men among 
" them are called Therapeuta and the women Therapeutides agreeable to 
" their profe/fion, either as they profefs the art of phyflck (not that com- 
'* monly pracfifed, whereby the bodies of men are cured; but a much 
" more valuable phyfick, whereby they cure the fouls of men of difeafes 
" much more obftinate, difficult, and harder to be removed; thofe which 
" they have brought upon themielves by voluptuoufnefs, concupifcence, 
" grief, fears, covetoufnefs, follies, unjufhee, and by an innumerable com- 
*« pany of other paffions and vices) or elfe they have this name, becaufe 
" they have learnt from the law of nature, and the facred laws of the 
" holy fcriptures, x to worfhip and ferve that being, which is better than 
" good, more uncompounded than the number of one, and more ancient 
" than unity it felf. 

" They that enter into this therapeutic profeflion, do not doit, as Jed 
" thereto by any prevailing cuftom, or by the perfuafion of others, but 
" being wholly drawn to it by an heavenly love are under an enthufiaftick 
" impulfe in the fame manner as the Bacchanals and Cory bant es in the 
" celebration of their feftivals; till they have attained to this their deiired 
♦« ftate of contemplation, and thereon, as if they had done with this mor- 
" tal life, through their defire after that which is immortal and ever 
" bleffed, they relinquifh all their worldly, goods and polfeflions to their 
«' fons, or their daughters, or their other relations, delivering to them 
" the inheritance thereof by a voluntary choice. And if they have no 

" relations, then they give them to their friends and acquaintance And 

" when they have thus diverted themfelves of all their worldly fubflance, 
" as being now no longer with-held by any inticement, they flee from 
" their homes without any more looking back, leaving their brothers, 
" their children, their wives, their parents, and all their kindred, how 
" numerous foever ; as alfo the fociety of their friends, arid'eountrey-men, 
" among whom they have been born and bred, becaufe- their: converjati- 
" on mould they frill flay with them, would be a flrong and powerful 
" allurement to draw them away from this purpofe. 

" They do not leave one city to go to. another like miferable orwick- 
" ed fervants, who having obtained, of thofe that ownithetriy, to be. fold 
" to fome other perfon, gain thereby only the change of mafters, riot'the 
" recovery of their liberty. For all cities, even thofe that? are governed 
" by the beft laws, are full of tumult, and trouble-, which.noiofte that hath 
" addicted himfelf to this way of philofophys can afterwards bear: And 
" therefore they rather chufe to make their abode with©u»r ther walis of 
" cities, in gardens, and villages, and: loaer couritrey: habitations^ feeding 
" folitude, not out of an affected hatred to mankind* r but forr th© ayoid>- 
" ing of the mixing with men of different maimers-,; briowingrif fEvb&un- 
" profitable-and hurtful, . 



w Philo de vita contemplativa p. 688. edit. Col. Allob. 
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. " This fort of men are difperfed throughout many Mparts of the world 
" (for it is requifite, that both Greeks and Barbarians Ihould partake of 
" fo excellent a benefit) but Egypt abounds molt with them throughout 
" all its 7 provinces, but moft of all about Alexandria. But from all places 
44 the principal men of them retire, as into their own proper countrcy, 
44 into a place which they have near the lake "Maria fituated upon a 
44 gentle rifing hill very commodious for them, both for its convenience 
44 in affording them there a fafe dwelling, and alfo for the wholfomnefs 
44 of its air. The houfes of thofe, who there come together, are built in 
44 a very frugal and mean manner, they having their covering fitted only 
44 for two necefiary things, that is to keep them from the heat of the fun 
44 in fummer and from the cold of the air in winter ; neither are they built 
44 near each other as in cities; for this would be irkfom and difplealing 
44 to men defiring and feeking after folitude : Neither are they far afunder 
44 becaufe they love at times to converfe together, and alfo that they may 
•« the eafier unite for their mutual defence, if they mould happen at any 
4 4 time to be invaded by thieves. 

44 Each of them hath in his cottage a little chapel, which they call Seta- 
44 neum, or Moaa/ferium, in which every one of them doth alone by him- 
44 felf perform all the myfterics of an holy life, bringing in thither at no 
44 time either drink, or meat, or any other of the neceffaries ufed for the 
44 fupport of the body; but only the law and the divine oracles of the 
44 prophets, and hymns, and fuch other like things, whereby knowledge 
44 and piety are encreafed and perfected. They have God in perpetual 
44 remembrance, fo that even in their dreams nothing elfe but the beauties 
44 and excellencies of the divine powers run in their fancies, info much that 
44 feveral of them, while they fieep, do in their dreams deliver many cx- 

cellent fayings of divine philofophy. 

44 Their conftant ufage is to pray twice every day, that is in morning, 
44 and in the evening. At the rifing of the fun they pray, that God would 
44 give his bleffing upon the day, that true bleffing, whereby their minds 
« 4 . may be filled with heavenly light; and at the letting ef the fun, that 
44 their minds being wholly disburdened of their fenfes and all. fenfible 
" things may in its retirements into itfelf find out truth. All the interval 
44 of time from morning to evening they fpend in the ftudy and contem- 
44 pktion of divine things. For exercifing themfelves in the molt holy 
44 fcriptures they philofophize upon them after their countrey manner, ex- 
44 pounding them allegorically : For they fuppofe, that the words are only 
44 notes and marks of (bme things of myftieal nature, which are to be ex- 
44 plained figuratively. 

44 They have among them the writings of fome ancients, who being 
44 principal leaders of their feci have left them many monuments of that 
44 learning, which confifts in dark and fecret expreffions, which theyufing 
" as original patterns do imitate that way of ftudy. And they do not 
44 only fpend their time in contemplation, but they alfo compofe fongs and 
44 hymns in the praife of -God of all forts of metre and mufical verfes, 
44 which they write in grave and feemly rythms. 



T that is, wherever the Helenifiical Jews were, difperfed among the nations of the world. 
*7lefe provinces were called n,ui: *This Lake is called Mareotis by Ptolemy, and Mare* 

iy Strabo. It lies near Alexandria, being thirty miles broai^ and an hundred in circumference. ^ ^ ^ 



Book V. ^Old^NewTestament. 



219 



"Six days of the week they thus continue apart by themfelves in the lit- 
« tie chapel above mentioned, and there give themfelves wholly up to the 
" contemplation of divine philofophy, without going out of doors, or as 
<■■ much as looking abroad all that time. On the feventh day they meet 
" together in a publick folemn affembly, and there fit down together ac- 
" cording b to their feniority in a decent manner with both their hands un- 
" der their garment, that is their right hand upon the part between their 
" chin and their breaft, and the left let down by their fide. Then one 
« of the bell learned of them Handing forth, dilcourfeth to them with a 
« grave compofed countenance, and a grave ferious voice, fpeaking with 
" reafon and prudence, and not making oitentation of eloquence, as the 
" rhetoricians and fcphifis now do, but fearching into and expounding all 
" things with that exacfnefs of thought, as that it doth not only for the 
" prefent captivate the ears, but by being thus heard enters into the foul, 
" and there makes Ialting imprefiions upon it. While this perfon thus fpeaks* 
" all the reft give attention with filence, exprefling their approbation only 
** with the motions of their eyes and their head. 

" The fynagogue or common place of affembly, where they meet every 
" feventh day, hath c two diftincf enclofures and apartments in it, the one 
" affigncd for the men, and the other for the women : For it is their cu- 
" flom that the women that are of the fame feci: and inftitution, mould al- 
" fo be auditors in thefe affemblics. The partition walk which feparates 
" thefe two enclofures, is built up three or four cubits high from the ground 
" after the manner of a parapet, the reit lies open to the top of the room. 
" All which is thus contrived for the fake of two conveniences , the firll 
** to protect that decent modefty which is naturally belonging to the female 
" fex ; the other, that while they lit in that auditory, they may eafily hear 
<e what is there difcourfed, nothing coming between to hinder the voice of 
" him that fpeaketh from reaching to them. 

" Having laid temperance as a certain foundation in their fouls, they 
" build thereupon all other virtues. They take neither meat nor drink 
" before fun be fet ; for they hold it requifite to employ the whole 
" day in the ftudy of philofophy, and the night in the making of ne- 
" ceffary provifion for the body: So that they allot the whole day for 
" the former, and only a fmall part of the night for the latter. Some 
" of them, in whom is a more than ordinary thirft after knowledge, for- 
" get to take any fuftenance for d three days together ; and others there are 
" who are fo delighted and fed with feafting on wifdom , which gives to 
" them of its doctrine richly and plentifully, that they fometimes hold out 
" double the time, and for A fix days together fcarce tafte of any neceffary 
tC food, being nouriflied, as they fay a fort of grafhoppers are, by the air in 
" which they live ; the melody of their hymns, as I fuppofe, rendering the 
" want of food eafy and fupportable unto them. They looking on the fe- 
,c venth day to be all holy, and all feftival, do think it worthy of extraor- 
tc dinary honour ; on that day, after having firft taken due care of their 
" fouls, they refrelh and nourifli their bodies, then relaxing to themfelves 
" their daily labour as they do to their working cattel. They eat not any 



■> This they reckon according to the time of their admiffion into the fociety, not according to their age. 

« The fynjgogues of the Jews are thus formed even to this day, their -women fitting together iu a 
place enclofed apart from the men. d Philo feems here to hyperbolize, it not being pofpble that 

■nature could be filpported by fitch long fafls, <*s for fix days together, or three either. 
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" thing that is fumptuous or dainty, but only courfe bread ; their fauce is 
" only fait, and they that are of a nicer ftomach mingle fome hyffop with 
" it. Their drink is only water from the river ; and thus they appeafe the 
" two domineering miftreffes which nature hath fubjecfed all mankind to, 
* c that is hunger and thirft, offering nothing to gratify them but only what 
** is neceffary for the fupport of life : For they eat only to affwage hunger, 
* £ and drink only to quench their thirft, avoiding fulnefs of ftomach, as that 
c< which is hurtful both to foul and body. 

"And whereas there are two forts of coverings for the body, that is 
" houfe and cloaths ; as to their houfes it hath been fpoken to before, that 
** they are mean and built without art, as made only to ferve the prefent 
" neceffary ufes : So likewife as to their cloaths, they have only fuch as are 
tc moft commodious to keep out cold and heat, they ufing for this purpofe 
** a thick courfe garment inftead of furs in the winter, and a fhort coat 
" without fleeves , or a linen veftment, in the fummer. They univerfally 
tc exercife themfelves in modefty ; and looking on faulty to be the mother 
" of arrogance, and truth to be the mother of modelly, they hold each 
a of them to have the nature of a fountain : For there flow from falfity, 
" fay they, many various forts of evils, and from truth abundance of good 
«« both humane and divine. 

Thus far Thilo of his contemplative EJfaans. He hath afterward a 
defcription of their behaviour at their great fcltivals, which being very long, 
fhouid I give the whole of it I fhould be too tedious to the reader, and I 
fear I have been too much fo already concerning this matter. I fhall there- 
fore here only add an abftract of it as followeth. 

These Tberapeuta or contemplative Ejf&ans celebrate every e feventh 
fabbath as a great feftival, when being called together by an officer appointed 
for this purpofe, all of each congregation meet together in a common hall : 
For they being divided intofeveral diftincf congregations, each congregation 
hath its diftincf hall in which they meet together on all fuch occafions. When 
they are come together on this call, being all in white garments, they range 
themfelves in order with great gravity ; and after having faid grace fit down, 
taking their place each after other, according to the feniority of their ad- 
miffion into the fed. The men fit on the right hand fide of the hall by 
themfelves, and the women by themfelves on the other fide : For thefe Ef- 
fenes have women alfo among them, moft of them of the elder fort, and 
fuch only as have been virgins from their youth. They are not attended 
on at their feafts by fervants, for they have none fuch, looking on fervitude 
to be againft the law of nature , according to which they fay all men are 
born free : And therefore they are miniftred to in all things by freemen, 
fuch as are of the juniors of their fociety. Of thefe fome being chofen for 
every miniftration, adminifter therein to the reft all manner of help and 
fervice with the fame care and affection as children do to their parents. 
Thefe ferve at the tables with their garments let down at their full length, 
and not girded up about them after the manner of fervants , that fo they 
may appear to minifter as freemen, and not as flaves. At thefe feafts they 



* The firjl great feftival among the Jews /'/ their Pafibver ; feven weeks numbered from thence bring: 
them U their Pentecoft er feaft of weeks', from thence this fed continued to number Jlill feven week: 
on, a»d every, fiventh Sunday -t»as a new fefthral with them , till by repeating it feven times over the] 
concluded the year, and then begun again from iht Pafover the fame tennd as before. 
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drink no wine, but only pure water: Thofe of die elder foflv who have 
weak flomachs, drink it warm,; all the reit drink it cold; They eat ha 
flelh , their repaft being as on other days, f onJy bread;, fait , and hyilbp/ 
They abthiin from wine, as reckoning it to be a fort of poifon that leads then 
into madnefs, and from all plentiful fare, as that which breeds and irritates 
inordinate and beaftly appetites in the mind. While they thus fit at meal 
there is obferved a moll exact filence, none making the leafl noife ; and 
when they have done eating, one of them propofeth a queftion out of the 
holy writ, which another anfwers, imparting What he knows plainly with- 
out affectation or aiming at praife: AH the reft are attentive to what is 
faid, fignifying only by ' figns expreffed by the motions of the head or the 
hand their approbation or difapprobation of what is delivered. All thefe 
difcpurfes are allegorical 5 for their notion is that the fcriprures have the 
fiminrade of a living man, which coniifts of body and foul ; the literal fenfe 
they fay refembles the body, and the myftical fenfe, which lies under it, 
the foul, and in that the life of the whole confifts: And "therefore their 
tfudy is to find out a rftyftical fenfe for every, text, delivered in' the holy 
fcriptures. The prefident determines when enough is faid^attd whether 
the queftion be fully anfwered. or not, adding What he thinks' proper far-' 
ther to difcourfe of on the point : Whereon all Applauding what-he faith', 
he rifeth up and begins an hymn in the praife of God, compofed- either by : 
himfelf or fome of the ancients before him, and all the reit join with him' 
herein. And thus they fpend the afternoon in difcourfing of divine things, 
and in finging of pfalms and hymns, till fupper time, and then the waiters 
bring in for their fupper bread, and fait, and hyft'op as before. After fup- 
per is over they arife from table, arid then dividing rhemfelves into two 
companies, one of the men, and the other of the women, each chufetK 
their precentor, and then, fpend the wlioler 'night following dn ' finging of 
hymns in all forts of Meter arid mufic to the. praife of God, fdmetimes al- 
ternatively in parts, and fometimes as in a chorus all together Arid thus 
they continue doing till the morning light ; on the appearance of which 
turning their faces toward the riling fun, they pray unto GiSd to 'give theiri 
an happy day, and the light of truth.'. After which: breaking rip the affdm- 
bly, they all return each to his particular- apartment, there to employ them- 
felves either in contemplation, or in the work of husbandry* in the ftme 
manner as before. .■. :■' >>■ 

.What 'Pliny faith of this feci is what I am next do lay before the reader. 
The. account which he gives of them s is as followeth : « Oh ; the wefterri 
" fide of the lake Ajfphaltites dwell the Effetiesi fearing thenilelves iriward- 
" ly from it to avoid the ft ore ^ as hurtful to them. They sfr@ : the ■ sriohe ; 
*' fort of men, and herein above all others 'in kh& world id' fo&'&dh&edV 
" that live without women, without the life of; copuldtitfri, - without rrio^ 
" ney, feeding upon the fruit of the palm-tree. They are daily' rexh-uit-ed 
" by the refort of new comers to them in a nttnafeer equal to thefe they 1 
" lofe, many flocking to them, whom the furges of iil fortune ; haying made 
" weary of the world, dp. drive to them to take flielter in their mftitutipn 
" and manner of life. And thus for feveral thoufands of years (it's incre- 



f Here Philb fiems again to hyperbolize, it being fcarcc fofliblc to fupport nature with fueb fc*&f* 
and mean far?. . g Plinius., lib. f. cap. 17. • ■ 
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**. dible to be faid) this people is perpetuity propagated without any being 
" born among them , fo fruitful and prolific unto them is the repentance 
" of others as to their lives paft. 

Thus far I have given the feveral accounts of the three authors above 
mentioned concerning this feet, as far as I can make them plainly fpeak in 
the Englijh language. 'Porphyry, Eufebim, Epiphanius, and feveral others 
of the ancients have alfo fpoken of them ; but all that they have faid on 
this fubject being taken out of one of thefe three authors, who are the 
ancienteft that have written hereof, in giving thefe three I give all the reft. 
And I have inferted at large what thefe three authors fay of this feci, not 
only that a full view may hereby be given the reader of this very extraor- 
dinary order of men, but efpecially to obviate the wrong ufe that is made 
of their relations concerning them, firft by the Romanifts, and fecondly by 
the Deifts. - 

I. Fo r firft the Romanifts, laying hold of an handle offered them by 
h Eufebiuf, from the account given by Thilo of the contemplative Effenes, 
whom he calls Therapeutic, argue from thence, that they were chriftian 
monks formed into that order by St. Mark, who was the firft founder of 
the chriftian Church at Alexandria , and from hence drew an argument 
for the divine inftitution of monkifm : And Bellarmin and Baronim, two 
of the greateft champions that have written in their caufe go in hereto. 
It's true Eufebius hath faid that thefe Therapeuta were chriftian monks 
inftituted by St. Mark, and fo he hath faid many other things without judg- 
ment or truth: And had thefe two great men been free from the intereft 
and the influence of the party they were of, they would never have faid 
this after him. In other particulars they are forward enough to condemn 
him, efpecially ' Baronius ; but for the fake' of their beloved monkery they 
follow him ih this, which is the abfurdeft of all. What they or their fol- 
lowers fay of this matter is all built upon what Thilo hath written of his 
Therapeuta, (for no one elfe hath faid any thing of this fort of Effenes 
but he only.) And what can be a greater confutation of the whole of 
it than the very words of Thilo k concerning them, which are all above 
recited? For they manifeftly prove, firft that thefe Therapeuta could not 
be Chriftians,. and fecondly that they were moft certainly Jews.. 
. And firft they manifeftly prove that they could not be Chriftians; for 
they fpeak of thefe Therapeutic as of a feet of long ftanding in Egypt, and 
tell us, that they had. hymns and writings among them of ancient date, 
compofed intimes of old by fuch as were principal leaders of their feet: 
That they were difperfed not only through all the provinces of Egypt, 
but alfo among the Greeks and Barbarians all the world over. But no- 
thing of all this could be faid of chriftian monks when Thilo wrote 1 that 
book wherein he treats of this feet: For Thilo being an elderly man 
when he went on m an embafly to Rome from the Jews of Alexandria in 
the year of our Lord 39, which was but fix years after Chriffs death, it's 
moft likely this book was written before the chriftian Church was erefted, 



h Hifl. ecclefiatt. lib. 1. cap. 17. ; Baronius faith of Eufebius more than once, that he was 

temporum everfor, calumniator malicio(u>, profufus adulator, and other fuch epithets he often be- 
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or at moft within ten years after. But fuppofing it twenty, yea forty if 
you pleafe, this would be too fliort a time for fuch focieties of Chriftians 
to be formed and fettled in fuch regular manner as Thilo defcribes, not 
only through all Egypt-, but alfo among the Greeks and Barbarians all the 
world over, that is wherever the Jews were fettled in their difperfions 
among the nations, (for this is all that can be meant by Thilo.) But fup- 
pofing this poffible, how could they be faid to have hymns and writings 
compofed by ancient leaders of their feet, when their fed it felf was not 
above ten, or twenty, or at moft forty years ftanding? And their rigorous 
obfervance of the feventh day farther proveth that they could not be Chri- 
ftians ; for the chriftian weekly day of worfhip is the firft day of the 
week, and not the feventh : And the chriftian doctrine enjoineth no fuch 
fuperftitious rigour as that wherewith thefe men obferved that day. For 
Chris? himfelf condemned it, n telling us, that man was not made for the 
fabbath, but the fabbath for man, that is for his benefit, firft in eafing 
him on that day from his labour and toil after the things of this world ; 
and fecondly in giving him a fit time thereby to take care of his intereft 
in the world to come, in worfhipping his God, and performing all the other 
duties of religion towards him, which may recommend him to his mercy 
and favour. 

4 . And therefore, fecondly, that thefe Therapeut<e obferved the feventh 
day, and with fuch fuperftitious rigour as Thilo defcribes, this manifeftly 
proves that they were of the Jewijh religion ; and Thilo plainly tells us as 
much, in that he faith of them, that they were the difciples of Mo/es ; (for 
fo he calls them in his introduction to thofe words of his, of which I have 
above given an abftraet.) And there alfo he faith of them, that they ob- 
ferved their feftivals, and formed their rules for the celebrating of them ac- 
cording to Mofes's inftitution. This therefore was none other than a JewiJ}? 
fort of monkifm ; for chriftian monkifm had not its being till many years 
after. For 

It had its firft beginning about the year of our Lord r$o. Then 0 Taul, 
a young gentleman of the countrey of Thebais in Egypt, to avoid the 
Decian perfecution, fled into the adjoining defart, and fixing his abode 
in a cave there, firft of all Chriftians began the practice of an asketic life, 
in which he continued ninety years, being of the age 113 at the time of his 
death. About twenty years after his thus retiring to this place (he being 
by that time grown very famous for the religious and heremetical fort of 
life, which he had thus addicted himfelf to) Antony, another young gen- 
tleman of the fame province, being excited by the fame hereof to follow 
his example, retired into the fame defart, and there devoted himfelf to 
the like courfe of life. And many others after a while, out of the like 
zeal of devotion retiring to him , he formed them into a body, and be- 
coming their Abbot, he prefcribed them a rule, and governed them by it 
many years, for he lived to a very great age ; and from this beginning all 
the monkifm of the chriftian world had its original : For Chrijl and his 
Apoftles never prefcribed any fuch thing, neither is it confiftent with the 
religion they taught. God never made any of us for lazy and ufelefs con 
templation only ; his providence is over all his works, and every one of us 
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are bound, as far. as we are able, to be theinftruments thereof in,, bearing 
each his part, for the fupport of the whole in that ftation of life, whoever 
it be, which God. hath called us unto. And for every man to do ,h^s duty 
in this ftation of life with the heft of his power for the honour: ( of God 
and the good of his neighbour, with faith in Chrijl for the rewaj-^ of 'his 
faithfulnefs and diligence herein, is the fum of chriftian rehgiqrt. And 
whoever is thus diligent and faithful in his honeft calling, how mejarj fbeycr 
it be, is by lb doing as much ferving God, as when at his prpjfers^ pro- 
vided that while he doth the one, he do not leave the other undone. . 

11. Another, wrong ufe of the words of thofe three authors, above re- 
cked is made by the infidel deifts of our time. They pretend, find in 
them an agreement hetweea the chriftian religion and the documents of 
the Effenes,, and therefore would infer, that Cbriji and his followers, were 
no other than a feci branched out from that of the Effenes. And for thele 
chiefly is it that I have given at large all that thefe three autfyopj have 
written of that feet, which is all that is authentically faid of them' r ■ And 
let thefe infidels make the. molt of it that they can; though they feairch. 
all thefe accounts of this feci thorough to, the utmoft, can any of .the pro- 
per doctrines of chiuftianity be found in any part of them ? Is there any 
thing in them of the two chriftian facraments ? Is there any thing. of che 
redemption of the world by the, Meffiab, or of the erecting of his fpiritual 
kingdom here on earth? Ox were any of the peculiar documents, or ufages 
of that feet ever ingrafted into chriftianity ? The common tables I confefs, 
which were at firft fet up by the Apoftles bear fome refemblance to thole 
of the Effenes. But this : was never made a law of the chriftian religion, 
as it was of the feci: of the Eff$#es, or ever as much as recommended by ; 
it, only it was practifed for a fhort while in the firft gatherings of the 
chriftian Church ; but when it encreafed and grew up> this ufage was. dropp'd 
and wholly discontinued* as being no longer practicable. In. thofe moral 
duties, which the Effenes practifed and taught, they there indeed agree, 
with chriftians, and fo do all other religions, as far as they agree with the 
law of nature. Many of the heathens carried the obfervance of all the 
moral duties which chriftianity prefcrihes, much higher than the Effenes 
did;! and this not only in fpeculation and precept, but alfo in practice, and 
thereby made a much nearer agreement with chriftianity, than any of that 
feci ever did. And who therefore will ever fay that chriftianity is a. reli- 
gion, made out of heathenifm? Our holy chriftian profeffion is fo far from 
having any of the documents or infhtutions of the Effenes in it,, that al- 
moft all, that is peculiar in that feci, is condemned by Chrift and his 
Apoftles. For almoft all that is peculiar in them being only in an higher 
degree die fame things, which they condemned in the Tharifees, who 
practifed them in a lower degree; in that they were condemned where 
they were in a lower degree, they are certainly much more fo,. where 
they were in an higher. Such were p their fuperftitious warnings, their 
* over rigorous obfervance of the fabbath, their- habftaining from meats* 
which God had' created for man's ufe, s their touch riot, tafte not, handle 
not, their ' will-worlhip in their neglecting and voluntary afflicting tha 
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body, and other like fuperftitious ufages, which God never required of 
them. Moreover u contrary to the law of chriftianity they forbad marri- 
age, which God had ordained from the beginning, and abfolutely con- 
demned fervitude, which the holy fcriptures w of the New Tejiamenti as 
well as the Old allow. And they denied the refurrection of the body, in 
which the main of the chriftian hope confifts, and abmrdly place the feli- 
city of a future life in the corporal enjoyments of a temperate air in regi- 
ons beyond the weflern ocean, where they allow the foul no body at all 
to be cloathed with for the partaking of them. And farther they pin 
down all men both good and bad to a fatal necellity in all their actions, 
which digs up the very foundations of all religion and righteoufnefs among 
mankind. For if all men be neceffarily pre-determined to all their actions, 
whether good or evil, by an unalterable and irrefiftible fate, there can then 
be no merit nor demerit, nor reafon for any endeavour at all either after 
religion or righteoufnefs among mankind. And when the inftitutions of 
this feet carry with them fo great a diftance and difparity from thofe of 
Chrift and his Apoftles, what argument of fimilitude between them can 
poffibly be framed for the proving of the one to be the parent of the 
other? 

I muft not omit to acknowledge, that there is another piece of Tkilo's 
concerning thofe Efenes. It is part of his apology for the Jews> which 
he compofed with intent to have delivered it at his audience of Caligula. 
on his embafly to him from the Jews of Alexandria, would he have heard 
him. This tract of 'Philo's is not now among his works, it being all loft, 
excepting one fragment of it preferved by Eufebim in his eighth book 
de praparatione Evangelicd, cap. xi. And this is that piece which I mean s 
but it containing nothing, but what is to be found in the other accounts 
of this feci: above recited, I have avoided the inferring of it, that I might 
not tire the reader with an unnecefTary repetition, to whom I fear I have 
already been too tirefome in this matter. 

There was another feet, among the Jews called the Herodians. This 
indeed had its date long after the times, which I am now upon, as having 
its rife from Herod King of Judaa called Herod the Great, but having 
been more than once made mention of x in the gofpels, it is not to be omit- 
ted. And lince I have here undertaken to give an account of all the other 
fefts of the Jews, I think it proper here to place an account of this alfo. 
It's not to be doubted, but that they had this name from Herod the Greats 
but for what reafon that is a queftion. Some fay it was becaufe they held 
Herod to be the MeJJiah ; fo Tertullian s fo Epiphanius, fo Jerom, fa 
Chryjbftom, fo TheophylacJ, and fo feveral others of the ancients held : But 
it is very improbable, that any Jews mould in the time of our Saviour's 
miniftry above thirty years after the death of Herod hold him to have been 
the MeJJiah, when they had found no one of thofe particulars, which they 
expected from the MeJJiah, performed by him, but rather every thing quite 
the- contrary. Others hold that they were called Herodians, becaufe they 
conflituted a fodality erefted in the honour of Herod, in the fame manner 
as there were fodalities at Rome called Augujiales, Adrianales, Anton'tni* 
conflituted in the honour of Augnjtus, Adrian, and Antoninus , and the 
like of other Roman Emperors after their death. And this is the opinion 



"i Tim. iv. 3. * Philemon 9 21. *Matth. xxii. 16. Mark iii. 6. viii. if. xii. 13. 

of 



286 



Connection of the History of Part II. 



ofyScaliger, and * thofe that follow him; but none of thefe fodalities at 
Rome having been inftituted till long after the death of Herod, none Inch 
could have been inftituted in honour of Herod in imitation of them. The 
earlieft of thefe fodalities, and the firft of this kind, that we any where 
meet with, were the Sodalcs Angufiales : But thefe not being inftituted 
till after Aitgufttis\ death, which happen'd feveral years after Heroes* this 
could give no pattern nor foundation for the like to be inftituted in honour 
of Herod, either in his life time, or upon his death, fince he died many 
years before. By what is mentioned of thefe Herodians in the gofpels, 
they feem plainly to have been a fed among the Jews differing from the 
reft in fome points of their law and religion. For they are there named 
with the Tharifees, and in contradiftinclion from them, and therefore muft 
have been a feci: in the fame manner as the Tharifces were. And they 
are alfo faid to have a peculiar lcven, as the Tharifees had, that is fome 
falfe and evil tenets, which foured and corrupted the whole lump, with 
which it was mingled ; and therefore Chriji equally warned his difciples 
againft both. And fince he calleth it * the leven of Herod, this argues, that 
Herod was the author of it, that is of thofe evil tenets, which conftituted 
this feci, and diftinguiflied it from the other feels of the Jews, and that 
his followers imbibing thofe tenets from him were for this reafon called 
Herodians. And thefe being chiefly of his courtiers, and the officers, and 
fervants of his palace and thofe that were defcended from them, hence the 
Syriac verfion, wherever the word Herodians occurs in the original, ren- 
ders it the domefticks of Herod. And that verfion having been made very 
early for the ufe of the church of Antioch, the authors of it were neareft 
thofe times, in which this feci: had its beginning, and therefore had the 
beft means of knowing who they were. Thus far therefore having fhewn, 
that thefe Herodians were a feci of the Jews, that had its original from 
Herod the Great, it's next to be enquired into, what were the tenets where- 
by it was diftinguifhed. The only way to find this out is to examine in 
what particulars the founder of it differed from the reft of the Jews : For 
no doubt the fame were the particulars, in which thefe his followers dif- 
fered from them alfo, and thereby conftituted this feci, and they will ap- 
pear to have been thefe two following. The firft in fubjecting himfelf and 
his people to the dominion of the Romans, and fecondly in complying with 
them in many of their heathen ufages : For both thefe particulars Herod 
held lawful, and accordingly practifed them. And therefore thefe I take 
to have been the tenets and opinions, in which thefe Herodians his follow- 
ers differed from the other Jews, and thereby conftituted this feci, which 
from him was called by that name. It being faid, Deut. xvii. 15-. One from 
among thy brethren jhalt thou fet King over thee, thou may ft not fet a 
Jlranger over thee, which is not thy brother: Hence an opinion arofe, 
which was generally embraced by the Tharifees, that it was not lawful to 
fubmit to the Roman Emperor, or pay taxes unto him ; but Herod and his 
followers underftanding the text to exclude a voluntary choice, and not a 
neceffary fubmiffion, where force hath over-power'd choice, were of a 
contrary opinion, and held it lawful in this cafe both to fubmit to the Ro- 
man Emperor, and alfo pay taxes to him. And therefore the Tharifees, 
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and the Herodians being of opinion in this matter quite contrary to each 
other, thofe that laid fnares for Chrift, and fought an occafiort againft him^ 
fent the difciples of both thefe fefts at the fame time together to propofe 
this captious queftion to him> b /j- it Id-Jofnl to give tribute unto Cafar or 
nol thinking which way foever he mould anfwef to bring him into dan- 
ger For mould he anfwer in the negative* the Herodians were there 
ready to accufe him of being an enemy to Cafar ; and mould he anfwer 
in the affirmative, the Tharifees were as ready on the other hand to accufe 
him to the people, and excite them againft him, as an enemy to their 
rights, they having poffefled them with their notion againft paying taxes to 
any foreign power : But Chrift knowing their wicked intentions gave fuch 
an anfwer as baffled the malice of both of them. However the anfwer 
then given implying a juftification of the dotlrine of the Herodians in that 
point, that could not be the leven of Herod, which Chrift warned his dif- 
ciples againft, and therefore that mUft be their fecond tenet, that it was 
lawful, when forced and overpowered by fuperiors, to comply with them 
in idolatrous and wrong practices of religion. This Herod did, and he 
feems to have framed this feet of purpofe to jtiftify him herein : For c Jo- 
fephus tells us, that to ingratiate himfelf with Jlug7iftus y and the great men 
of Rome, he in many things a£ted contrary to the law and the religion of 
the Jeivs> building temples, and erecting images in them for idolatrous 
worfhip, and for this, d he excufed himfelf to the Jews, telling them, that 
he did not do it willingly, but as commanded and forced to it by powers, 
whom he was neceftitated to obey, thinking this fufficient to excufe him 
from guilt. And for this reafon we find him fometimes called an half 
Jew, and fuch half Jews I conceive were the Herodians his followers, 
profefling the Jewijh religion, and at the fame time on occafions comply- 
ing with the idolatrous heathens, and incoming, occafional conformifts to 
them. The Sadducees, who denied a future ftate, did moftly come into 
the opinions of this feet, and therefore they are reckoned one and the fame 
with them. ; for the fame perfons, who in one of the gofpels are called 
Herodians., K are called Sadducees in another. But this feet after our Savi- 
our's time vanifhed, and were no more heard of: And thus far having 
given this long account of all the fefts of the Jews, I lhall here with it 
conclude this book. 
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iTRCANVS at his death left a five fons behind him, the 
1 firft Ariftobulus, the fecond Antigonus, the third Alexan- 
' der, and the fifth b AQfiitm, what was the name of the fourth 
; is no where, faid. " Akifiybu^ as being the eldeft, fuc- 
ceeded his /her both m the oliice of High-prieft, and 
alfo in that of fupremis ■governor of the countrey ; and as 
foon as he was fettled in them he ptit' W^dem upon his head, and affumed 
the title of King, and he was the firft that did fo in that land fince the 
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Babylonijb captivity. His mother by virtue of Hyrcanuss will claimed a 
ri«ht to the fovereignty after his death, but Arijlobtdus having overpowered 
her call her into prifon, and there ftarved her to death. As to his bro- 
thers, Antigonus the eldeft of them being much in his favour and ahection, 
he at 'firft fhared the government with him, but afterwards did put him to 
death in the manner as will by and by be related ; the other three he tout 
uo in prifon, and there kept them as long as he lived. 

<PT0LEMT Lalhyrm King of Egypt having incurred his mother's 
difpleafure for fending an army into Tale/fine againit the Jews contrary to 
her mind, as hath been above related, H Ihe carried it on ib far againit him 
for this, and fome other like attempts which he had made of reigning with- 
out her, that having firft taken Selene his wife from him (by whom he had 
now e two fons) Ihe drove him out of the kingdom. For the accomplifh- 
inff of this fhe caufed fome of her favourite eunuchs to be wounded, and 
then bringing them out into the publick affembly of the Alexandrians, there 
pretended that they had fuffercd this from Lathyrns in defence of her per- 
fon againft him, and thereon accufed him of having made an attempt upon 
her life ; whereby me fo far incenfed the people, that they rofe in a gene- 
ral uproar againit him, and would have torn him in pieces but that he fled 
for his life, and having gotten on board a fliip in the harbour, therein made 
his efcape from their fury. Hereon Cleopatra called to her Alexander 
her younger fon, who for fome years paft had reigned in Cyprus, and having 
made him King of Egypt in the room of Lathyrus, forced Lathyrus to be 
content with Cyprus on Alexander's leaving of it. 

ARISTOEVLVS, as foon as he had fettled himfelf at home in the An \ Ia6 - 
full poffefTion of his father's authority, f made war :! upon the Itnraaus, and talus' 
having fubdued the greateft part of them, forced them to become profe- 
lytes to the Jewijb religion, in like manner as Hyrcanus fome time before 
had forced the Idumaans to do the fame thing: For he left them no other 
choice but either to be circumcifed and embrace the Jewifl? religion, or 
elfe leave their countrey and feek out for themfelves new habitations elfe- 
where. Whereon having chofen the former, they became ingrafted at the 
fame time into the Jewifh religion as well as the Jewijh itate. And in 
this manner the Afmonaan Princes dealt with all thofe whom they con- 
quered. Itur<sa?>, the countrey where thofe people dwelt, was part of 
Ccele-Syria bordering upon the north-eaftern part of the land of Ifrael, as 
lying between the inheritance of the half tribe of Manajfeh beyond Jor- 
dan, and the territories of T>amafcus. It was called Ituraa from h Itur one 
of the fons of IJmael, who in our Englijh verfion is wrongfully called Je- 
tur: This countrey is the fame which is fometimes called Auronitts. As 
Idumaa lay at one end of the land of Ifrael, fo Ittiraa lay at the other ; 
and thus much it's necefTary to fay, becaufe by reafon of fome fimilitude 
of the names the one hath been miltaken for the other. Thilip one of 
the fons of Herod 1 was tetrarch or prince of this countrey, when John the 
Baptift firft enter 'd on his miniftry. 
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:: 4$RI$TQB c UL e V& returning fick to-Jerufatcm from Ituraa, left An- 
toganus his- brother there with the army tofinifh the war which he had be-, 
gur* in that eountrey. * While he lay ill, his Queen and the courtiers of 
her party, envying the intereft which Antigonus had with him, were con- 
tinually buzzing into his ears (lories for the exciting in him a jealoufy of 
this hi& favourite brother. Not long after Antigonus having finiflicd the 
war in Ituraa, with fuccefs, returned in triumph to Jerufklem ; and the 
feaft of tabernacles being then celebrating, he went immediately up to the 
temple, there to perform his devotions on that holy time with his armour 
on, and his armed guards about him , in the fame manner as he entered 
the city, without flopping any where to alter his drefs. Arijiobulm then 
lying fick in his palace Baris, adjoining to the temple, had immediately 
an account given him hereof for the firing of his jealoufy againft his bro- 
ther, and it was warmly represented to him that it was time for him to 
look to himfelf : For certainly, they laid, Antigonus would not have come 
in this manner armed, and with his armed guards about him, had he not; 
£6me ill defigns to execute againft him. Ariftobulus being moved hereby, 
fent orders to Antigonus to put off his armour and immediately come to 
him, concluding, that if he came unarmed according to his orders there 
was no hurt intended, but if otherwife, he had certainly fome defign of 
mifchief againft him : And therefore placing his guards in the paflage through 
which his brother was to pafs into the palace to come to him, gave them 
orders that if he came unarmed they mould let him fafely pals, but if other- 
wife, they mould fall upon him and flay him. This paffage, thro' 1 which 
he was to pafs, was a fubterraneous gallery, 1 which I-fyr cantts had caufed 
to be made, when he built that palace, leading from thence into the tem- 
pie, that thereby he might always have on all oeeafions a ready communis 
cation with it. The meffenger that w as fent to Antigonus inilead of bid- 
ding him come unarmed as directed, delivered a quite contrary meilage: 
For being corrupted by the Queen and her party, he told Antigonus^ that 
the King hearing that he had a very fine fuit of armour .on, defired he 
would come to him as then armed with it, that he might fee how it be- 
came him. Antigonus- on his receiving this meflage immediately palled 
through the gallery above mentioned to go to the King, and when he came 
to the place where the guards were polled , they finding him armed, tell 
upon him according to thdr orders and flew him. This fact was no fooner 
done but Arijlcbultts mofl grievoufly repented of it : And this murther 
bringing into his mind the murther of his mother, his confeienee flew him 
in the face at the fame time for both, and the anxiety of his thoughts here- 
on enereafing, his difeafe brought him to the vomiting of blood. While 
a fervant was carrying away the vomited blood in a bafon, he happen'd to 
fktmble and fpill it upon the place where Antigonns's blood had been lhed : 
At this all that were prefent made an outcry, apprehending it to be done 
of purpofe, Ariftabntus hearing the noife enquired what was the matter, 
and finding all about him fhy of telling him, the more they were fo, the 
more earneithfi. was_to know it, till at length they were forced to acquaint 
him with the whole that had happen'd ; whereon a grievous remorfe leized 
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him all over, and his confcience extorted from him bitter accufationsagainlt. 
himfelf for both thefe fads ; and in the agony which he fullered herefrom 
he gave up the ghoit and died, having reigned only one whole year. And 
fuch miserable exits do moftly fuch wicked men make, which are terrible 
enough to deter all fuch from their iniquities, though there were no fuch 
things as the torments of hell to punifh them afterwards for ever for the 
guilt of them. 

JOS E'P HI) S m tells us a very remarkable ftory of one Judas an Effene 
relating to the murther of Antigonus. This man feeing Antigonus come in- 
to the temple as above mentioned, fell into a great paflion thereat, and 
made more than ordinary expreflions of it botii in word and behaviour $ 
for he had foretold that Antigonus fhould be fiain that: day at Straion's 
tower. Now taking Stratons tower to be the town on the fea-coalt then 
fo named, but afterwards called C<efarea, which was full two days journey 
from Jerufalem, he thought his prophecy was defeated, and could not 
poffibly be fulfilled that day, the major part of it being then palfed , and 
the place at fo great a diitance; and therefore he expreffed hereon the 
like impatience as 'Jonah did on the failing of his prophecy againff. Nineveh. 
But while he was in this agony and perplexity of mind, exclaiming againffc 
truth ii. k.lf in his being thus deceived, and wilhing his death becaufe here- 
of, came news tnar An*i\onus was (lain in that part of the fubterraneous 
gallery above mentioned which was jufl under that turret or tower of the 
palace which was called Stratou's tower. Whereon the Ejfeue finding 
his prediction fulfilled in the lamentable murther of this Prince, both 
as to the time and place, rejoiced in the comfort and fatisfadh'on of 
having his prophecy verified, at the fame time when all elfe were grieved 
at it. 

ARISTOBV LVS"was a great favourer of the Greets, for which 
reafon he was called Thilellen, and the Greeks as much favoured him: For 
Timagenes an hiftorian of theirs wrote of him, as Jvftphns tells us our of 
Strabo, That he was a Trince of equity, and had in many things been very 
beneficial to the Jews, in that he augmented their territories, c-nd ingrafted 
into the Jewifh ft ate part of the nation of the Iruraeans* binding them to it 
by the bond of circumcifion. But his actions above defcribed give him ano- 
ther fort of character. 

As foon as Arijlobulus was dead ° Salome his wife difcharged the three- 
brothers out of prifon, and Alexander, firnamed J annans, who was the 
eldeft of them, took the kingdom. His next brother having made fome 
attempt to fupplant him, he caufed him to be put to death ; but the other 
named Abfolom being contented to live quietly a private life under him, 
had his favour and protection as long as he lived ; fo that after this we 
hear no more of him, fave only that p having married his daughter to Ari- 
ftobulus the younger fon of Alexander his brother, he engaged in his caufe 
againft the Romans, and was made a prifoner by them on their taking the 
temple under the command of Tompey forty two years after this time. 
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o 9 2. Connec tion of (/^History of Part II 

A t this time in Syria * the two brotliers Autivcbus Grypus and Antiocbus 
Cyzicenus, one reigning at Antiocb, and the other at TJawafcus, harrafled 
each other with continual wars: Of which advantage being taken by ibme 
cities, which had formerly been parts of the Syrian empire, they aflerted 
themlelves into liberty, as Tyre, Sidon, Ttolemais, Gaza, and others ; and 
tyrants took polTeflion of fome others of them, as Theodorus of Gadara 
In&Amathus beyond Jordan, Zoilus of T>ora and Straton's tower, and 
others of other places. At the fame time Cleopatra and Alexander her 
younger fon were in poffeflion of Egypt, and Ttolemy Latbyrns her eldeft 
fon held Cyprus, and in this ftate were the affairs of the neighbouring coun- 
tries, when Alexander Jannaus firft became King oijudaa. 

This year was famous for the birth of two noble Romans, 1 CneiusTom- 
peius Magnus, and 5 Marcus Tullius Cicero, who, the one for war and the 
other for letters, were two of the moft eminent perfons which that city 
ever brought forth. 

y*».ioy. After Alexander had fettled all matters at home, 1 he led forth his 
Aiexan- f orces to make war with the people of Ttolemais, and having vanquifhed 
nxuiT." them in battel, fhut them up within the walls of their city, and there be- 
fieged them, whereon they fertt to Ttolemy Latbyrns then reigning in Cy- 
prus to come to their relief ; but afterwards having it fuggefted to them, 
that they might fuffer as much from Ttolemy coming to them as a friend, 
as they mould from Alexander as an enemy ; and that as foon as they mould 
be joined with 'Ptolemy* they would draw Cleopatra with all the forces of 
Egypt upon them ; they, on thefe considerations, altered their mind, re- 
folving to ftand upon their own ilrength alone for their defence without 
admitting any auxiliaries at all, and took care that Ttolemy fhould be in- 
formed as much. However he having made ready an army of thirty thou- 
fand men, and equipped a fleet of proportionable power for the tranfport- 
ing of them, made ufe of this pretence to land them in Phoenicia, and 
marched towards Ttolemais : But they taking no notice of him, nor an- 
fwering any of his meflages, he was in great difficulty what courfe to take. 
"While he Was in this perplexity there came mefTengers to him from Zoilus 
Prince of 'Dora , and from the Gazteans, which delivered him from it : 
For while Alexander with one part of his forces befieged Ttolemais, he fent 
the other to wafte the territories of Zoilus, and thofe of Gaza; and there- 
fore thefe mefTengers were fent to pray his afliftance againfl: them, which 
he readily confented to. Whereon Alexander was forced to raife the fiege 
of Ttolemais, and lead back his army from thence to watch the fteps of La- 
tbyrus : And finding that he could not prevail by his arms, he betook him- 
felf to his politics, thinking by craft and deceit to carry his point ; and 
therefore courting the friendfhip of Latbyrns he enter'd into a treaty with 
him, and engaged to pay him four hundred talents of filver on the condi- 
tion that he would deliver Zoilus into his hands with the places which he 
held. Latbyrns accepted the terms , and accordingly feized Zoilm and 
all his territories with intention to have delivered both into Alexanders 
hands. But when he was ready fo to have done, he found that Alexander 
was at the fame time treating underhand with Cleopatra to bring her upon 
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him with all her forces for the driving of bim out of 'Pale/tine ; whereon 
detefting his double dealing he broke off all friendfliip and alliance with 
him, and refolved to do him all the mifchief that fhould be in his power. 

And this he accordingly executed the next year after ; "for being bent 104, 
to have his revenge on the inhabitants of 'Ptolemaic, and alfo upon Alex- dV r e j™I 
ander for the falfe dealings and ill ufage he had received from both ; he nams*" 
firft laid fiege to Ptolemais, and leaving one part of his army there for the 
carrying of it on under the conduct of fome of his chief commanders, he 
marched in perfon with the other part to invade the territories of Alex- 
ander. At firit he took Afochis a city of Galilee, and in it ten thoufand 
captives with much plunder. After this he laid fiege to Sepphoris another 
city of Galilee, whereon Alexander marched with an army of fifty thou- 
fand men againft him for the defence of his countrey. This brought on a 
fierce battel between them near the banks of the river Jordan, in which 
Alexander being vanquifhed loft thirty thoufand of his men, befides thofe 
which were taken priioners. For Lathyrus having gotten the victory pur- 
sued it to the utmoft. And there is a very cruel and barbarous act, which 
is related to have been done by him at this time, that is, that coming with 
his army in the evening after the victory to take up his quarters in the 
adjoining villages ; and finding them full of women and children, he caufed 
them to be all flaughtered, and their bodies to be cut in pieces, and put 
into cauldrons over the fire to be boiled, as if for fupper, that fo he might 
leave an opinion in that countrey, that his men fed upon human flefh, and 
thereby create the greater dread and terror of his army through all thpfe 
parts. After this Lathyrus ranged at liberty all over the countrey, ra- 
vaging, plundering, and deftroying it in a very lamentable manner: For 
Alexander after this battel, and the cutting off of fo many of his men, as 
fell in it, was in no condition to refift him, but mutt have been absolute- 
ly undone, had not Cleopatra come the next year into thofe parts to re- 
lieve him. 

For fhe apprehending, that in cafe Lathyrus fhould make himfelf matter An. 103. 
of Judaa and Phmiicia, he would thereby grow ftrong enough to invade Aiexan- 
Egypt, and there again recover his kingdom from her, thought it time to J" u J s a °" 
put a flop to his progrefs in thofe parts; and therefore v flie forthwith pre- 
pared an army under the command of Chelkias and Ananias , the two 
Jews mentioned, and having equipped a fleet put them on board of it, 
and failed with them to Phoenicia, where having landed this army, and by 
the terror of it made Lathyrus quit the fiege of Ttolemais (which he had 
till now continued) and retire into Coele-Syria, fhefent Chelkias with one 
part of the army after him, and putting the other under the leading of 
Ananias marched with it to Ttolemais, expecting they would have open- 
ed their gates to her ; but finding the contrary me inverted the place tp 
take it by force. In the interim Chelkias, while he was purfuirig Lathyrus 
in Ctele-Syria, loft his life in that expedition; which defeating the farther 
progrefs of it, Lathyrus took the advantage hereof to march with all his 
forces into Egypt, hoping, th*t on his mothers abfence with the beft of 
her forces m Phoenicia, he might find that kingdom fo unprovided to refift 
him, that he might make himfelf matter of it, but he failed of his expeda- 
tions herein. - F 



"Jofephus antiq. lib. 13. cap. 20, 21. 



v Jofephus antiq. lib. 13. cap. at. 



For 



Connection of the History of Part II. 

.-!■ i For thofe forces left thete by Cleopatra for the fecurity of the coun- 
'S-J t 'trey " made good their ground fo long, till being joined by that part of 
r.Kus 4 . the army, which on this attempt of L-i'.hyrus ihc lentbacK. out of "Pijaui- 
ciu to reinforce them, they dro/e him oat of the countrey, and forced 
him to return again into 'Talejiine, and there take up his winter quarters 
at Gaza. 

But while this was a doing, Cleopatra Hill carried on the fie^e of Tto- 
lemais, x till at length ihe took the place. As ibon as fne was millrefs of 
it, Alexander came thither to her, bringing with him many valuable gifts 
to prefent to her for the gaining of her favour. But that which moil in- 
gratiated him with her was his enmity with Eathyrm her fon, and on this 
account he was very kindly received. But fome about her thinking ihe 
had now a fair opportunity by feizing Alexander to make her lelf miiirefs 
of Judaa, and all other his dominions, earnellly prefTed her to it : And 
this had been done, but that Ananias prevailed with her to the contrary. 
For having reprefented unto her, how bafe and dilhonourable a thing it 
would be thus to treat an ally engaged with her in the lame caufc, that it 
would be contrary to all the rules of faith and common honeity, that are 
obferved among mankind, and would to the prejudice of her interelt let 
all the Jews in the world againft her, and make them her enemies, he 
hereby wrought with her fo effectually, that partly on thefe conliderations 
and partly to gratify the interceflbr, who pleaded hard in this cafe for his 
countreyman and kinfman (for Alexander was both) Ihe dropp'd the dc- 
fign, and Alexander returned fafe to Jerufalem ; where having recruited 
his broken forces, and made them up again to the number of a powerful 
army, he marched with them over Jordan, and befieged Gadara. 
a». 101. e PTOLE MT Lathyrus * having fpent his winter at Gaza after his re- 
Aiexan- treat out Q f Egypt, and finding that it would be in vain for him to attempt 
n"usj\ an y thing more in Taleftine by reafon of the oppofition there made againit 
him by his mother, he left that countrey, and returned again to Cyprus; 
whereon Ihe alio failed back again into Egypt, and the countrey became 
freed of both of them. 

CLEOTATRA on her return to Alexandria z underflanding that La- 
thyrus was carrying on a treaty at Damafcm with Anticchw Cyzicemts for 
the obtaining of his afliltance in order to another expedition into Egypt 
for his recovering of that kingdom again from her, fhe gave Selene her 
daughter, whom Ihe had taken from Lathyrus, to Antiochm Grypus to 
wife, and with her fent to him a great number of auxiliaries, and large 
fums of money, to enable him to renew the war upon Cyzicenus his bro- 
ther; whereon a civil broils between them again breaking out, Cyzicenus 
was diverted thereby from giving any alliftance to Lathyrus, and fo the 
whole project became abortive. 'Ptolemy Alexander her other fon then 
reigning with her k being much terrified with the unnatural and cruel ufage, 
with which (lie persecuted her other fon, efpecially in thus taking from him 
his wife, and giving her to his enemy, and oblerving alfp, that Ihe ftuck 
at nothing that Hood in the way of her ambition, and the vehement de- 
lire which Ihe had of Hill reigning ; thought himfelf not fafe any longer 
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with her, and therefore withdrew, and left the kingdom, chufing rather 
to live in banilhment with fafety, than to reign with fo wicked and cruel 
a mother in the continual danger of his life. And it was not without 
great folicitation, that he was perfuaded to return to her again; and ihe 
was forced thus to perfuade him, becaufe the people would not permit 
her to reign at all without one of her fons with the name of King reign- 
ing with her, and this name was all flie allowed to either of them, as 
long as ftie lived. For after the death of Thyjcoit me ufurped the whole 
regal power to her felf, and than Latbyrw prefumed to make ufe of fome 
part of it without her, was the only caufe that fhe drove him from her, 
took away his wife, and expelled him the kingdom. 

This year c Marim in his fifth confulmip finished the C.bnbrian. war 
with the total deftruction of that people, who threatened Rome, and all 
Italy with no lefs than utter ruin. Marim commanded the Roman armies 
through the laft three years of this war, and having finiihed it with fuccefs, 
and thereby delivered Rome from that terrible invalion, and the great dan- 
ger which it lay under from it, he was reckoned as the third founder of 
that city, Romulus and Camillus being the two former. Marim while he 
carried on this war, ''firft confecrated the eagle to be the fole Roman 
ftandard at the head of every legion, and hence it became the enfign of 
the Roman empire ever after. The countrey from whence thefe Cim'?ri- 
ans came, was the Cimbrica Cherfonefus , the lame which now contains 
Juitland, Slef&ick and Holjleht. On their deferring this countrey the 
c Af<e coming from between the Euxin and the Cafpian feas, took pofleftl- 
on of it, and from them came thofe Angii, who' with the Saxons after 
having expelled the Britain* poffetfed themfelves of that part of Great 
Britain, which is now called England. 

A L E X AND E R Jannaus { having after a fiege of ten months taken 
Gadara marched from thence to Amathm, another fortrefs beyond Jordan, 
and it being the ftrongeit in all thofe parts, Thcodorm the fon of Zeno 
Cotylas Prince of 'Philadelphia there laid up his treafure. Alexander took 
this place in a much lefs time than he had Gadara, and with it made him- 
felf mafter of all that treafure. But Theodoras having by that time gotten 
together a powerful army fell fuddenly upon him, as he was returning from 
this, conqueft, and having on this furprize overthrown him with the (laugh- 
ter of ten thoufand of his men he not only recovered all his treafure again, 
but alfo took all Alexander's baggage with it. This fent Alexander back 
to Jerufalem with lofs and difgrace, which was pleafing enough to many 
there. For the T&arifees ever fince Hyrcams's quarrel with them became 
enemies to all of his family, and to none more than to this Alexander-, 
and thefe drawing the greatert part of the people after them, they infect- 
ed the generality of them with difaffeftion and hatred to him, which was 
the caufe of all thofe inteftine troubles and difficulties, which he fell into 
during his reign. 

However this lofs and difgrace did not hinder him, but that under- 
ftandmg, that on Lathyrus departure from Gaza all that coaft was left^j™: 
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naked of defence, she marched thither with his army, and made himfelf 
matter of Raphia and Antbedon, which being both within the diftance of 
a few miles from Gaza, he in a manner blocked up that city hereby, and 
to do this was the main end of his feizing thefe two places. For the 
Gazaans having called in Lathyrus to their affillance againft him, and 
helped him with auxiliaries in that fatal battel near Jordan, where he re- 
ceived fo great an overthrow, he bore in his mind ever fince a bitter 
grudge againft them, and refolved, when opportunity Ihould ferve, to have 
his revenge on them for it, and therefore, 
An. 98. As foon as his other affairs allowed him this opportunity, h he marched 
derjan- w * tn a § reat army againft them for this purpofe , and laid clofe fiege to 
nxus 8. their city. They having for their chief commander a very valiant man 
named Apollodotus, he defended the place againft him a whole year ; and 
in one fally, which he made upon him in the night with twelve thoufand 
of his men, he had like to have ruined him and all his army. For the 
allault then made upon his camp being pufhed on with great brisknefs and 
refolution, a bruit ran through the J'ewijb army, that 'Ptolemy Lathyrus 
and all his forces were come to the affiftance of the enemy, which damp- 
ed their courage, and created a panic fear among them. But when the 
day-light appeared, and made them fee the contrary, they again rallied, 
and beat the Gazaans into their city with the {laughter of a thoufand of 
their men. 

An. 97. But notwithstanding this lofs ; they ftill held out, and Apollodotus was 
^' r c j.^ in great credit and reputation among them for his wife and fteady conduct 
nseusV in the defence of the place, which being envyed by Lyfimachus his own 
brother the wretch treacheroufly flew him, and then getting a company to- 
gether delivered up the city to Alexander, who on his firft entring into 
it behaved himfelf, as if he intended to have ufed his vict ory with mode- 
ration and clemency. But when he was gotten into full pofleffion of the 
place, he let loofe his foldiers upon it with a thorough licence to kill plun- 
der, and deftroy, which produced a fcene of horrid barbarity. This Alex- 
ander did to have his revenge of thefe people for the reafon mentioned, 
and he fuffered not a little himfelf in the executing of it. For the Gaz-a- 
ans hereon ftanding to their defence, he loft almoft as many of his own 
men in this carnage and faccage of the place, as he flew of the enemy; 
however he had his mind fo far, as to leave this ancient and famous city 
in utter ruin and defolation, and then returned again to Jertffalem after 
having fpent a full year in this war. 

In tins fame year k happen'd the death of Autiochus Grypus, being flain 
by the treachery of Heracleon one of his own dependants in the twenty 
feventh year of his reign, and the forty fifth of his life. He left behind 
him five fons. i. Seleucus, who was the eldeft, fucceeded him ; the others 
were, x. Ant'tochus, and 3. Thilip two twins, 4. 'Demetrius Ettcarus, and 
5. Antiochus T>ionyJius. All thefe reigned, or attempted to reign in their 
turns. 

A*. 9 6. TTOLEMT Apion the fon of Thyfcon King of Egypt, to whom his 
Alexin- father left the kingdom of Cyrene, dying without ifrue 1 gave that kingdom 
nKus'io ^ his Iaft wiU and te ft ament to the Romans, who inftead of accepting it 
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to themfelves gave all the cities their liberties* which immediately m filled 
the countries with tyrants, thofe who were the potenteft in every diftricl: 
endeavouring hereon to make themfelves fovereigns of it, which brought 
upon that countrey great troubles and confufions. Thefe were in fome 
meafure compofed by Lticullus on his coming thither in the firft Mithri- 
datic war, but could not finally be removed till that countrey was at length 
reduced into the form of a Roman province. 

ANTIOCHU S Cyzicenus on the death of Grypus "feized Antioch, 
and endeavoured to make himfelf mafter of the whole kingdom to the ex- 
clusion of the fons of Grypus, but Seleucus having gotten poffeffion of 
many other cities drew great forces after him to make good his right to 
his father's dominions. 

ANNA the prophetefs the daughter of Thanuel of the tribe of Afer, 9s- 
of whom mention is made in the gofpel of St. Luke (chap.ii. f. 36.) was ^"Un- 
married to her husband* and from this time lived with him feven years, nxus u. 
till on his death fhe became a widow. 

0 TIG RANE S the fon of Tigranes King of Armenia being in hoftage 
with the Tarthians at the time of his father's death was by them reftored 
to his liberty, and fettled in the fucceffion of that kingdom on his refign- 
ing to them fome of the territories of it. This was done twenty five years 
before his making war with the Romans in the caufe of Mithridates. For 
fo long p 'Plutarch tells us, he had reigned in Armenia, when that war 
began. 

King Alexander entering into the temple at Jerufalem there to officiate 
as High-prieft in the feaft of tabernacles, ^had a great affront and indig- 
nity there offered him by the people. For they joining in a fort of mu- 
tiny againft him pelted him with citrons, while he was offering the .'eftival 
facrifices on the great altar, calling him flave, and adding other opprobrious 
language, which implied him unworthy of being either High-prieft or 
King ; which enraged him to that degree, that he fell upon them with his 
foldiers, and flew of them fix thoufand men. And to fecure him from 
fuffering any more from them the like affront he furrounded the court of 
the prieft, within which were the altar and the temple; with a wooden par- 
tition, thereby to hinder the people from doing this any more to him. In 
calling him flave they harped upon the old ftory of Eleazar, as if Hyr- 
canus's mother had been a flave taken in war. The truth of the matter 
was, Hyrcamis having quarrel'd with the Tharifees on that occafion, and 
aboliftied all their traditional conftitutions, this whole fecf hated him, and 
all his family* a long while after, and none of them more than Alexander. 
For he followed his father's ffeps in this matter, and would never readmit 
thofe conftitutions, or give that party any favour, as long as he reigned ; 
but on the contrary fat hard upon them on all occafions, which imbitter'd 
them fo much againft him, that having a great influence over the people 
they made ufe of it to fet them againft him* and render them difaffecfed 
to him to the utmoft they were able ; which created great troubles to 
Alexander during all his reign, and much greater mifchief to the whole 
nation of the Jews, as will be feen in the future feries of this hiftory. 
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The firft inftance hereof was, that Alexander feeing the Jews in this tem- 
per durft no more trull them with the fafety of his perfon, but inftead of 
them r called in foreign mercenaries to be of his guard , chufing them out 
of the ^ifidims and Cilicians, and not of the Syrians , whom he did not 
like, and of thefe he had 5 fix thoufand always about him. This inftance 
fliews how dangerous a thing it is for any Prince to have a powerful fa- 
ftion either in Church or State difgufted againft him ; and the ill fuccefs 
which Alexander had in his endeavours to quiet this faction, ftiews the mi- 
ftake which he made in his means of effecting it : For he made ufe only 
of rigour and feverity, which operate in the body politic no otherwife than 
as opiats do in the body natural, which put a fhort flop to the difeafe, but 
never remove the caufc ; the trueft method of cure in this cafe is fo to join 
feverity and clemency together, that both may have their effeft. 
^.(34. When Alexander had by the terror of his executions in fome meafure 
der Jan- tne ft° r m which was raifed againft him at home, 1 he marched out 
nxub 12. againft his enemies abroad ; and having palfed over Jordan made war upon 
the Arabians , and having gotten the better of them in feveral conflicts, 
made the inhabitants of the land of Moab and of the land of Gilead to be- 
come tributaries to him. 

S E LEI) CD S growing powerful in Syria, " Cyziccnits marched out 
of Antioch againft him, but being vanquilhed in battel he was taken pri- 
foner and put to death ; whereon Seleucus made himfelf mafter of Antioch, 
and of the whole Syrian empire, but could not keep it long : For w Antio- 
chus Eufebes the fon of Cyziccmts having on Sciences taking Antioch 
made his efcape out of that place by the affiftance of a curtezan that 
was in love with him, came to Aradns, and was there crowned King. 
An p . And * having there gotten his father's foldiers about him, and joined 
Aiexan- others to them that were attached to his intereft, he made up a confide- 
der Jan- raD ] e army, and marched forth with it againft Seleucus, and having gotten 
nsus I3 ' a g V eat victory over him, forced him to flee to Mopfueftia. a city in Cilicia, 
there to take refuge ; where having opprefled the inhabitants with great 
exactions, he provoked them fo far hereby, that they rofe in a general 
mutiny againft him, and befetting the houfe where he was , put fire to it, 
and there burnt to death him and all there with him. * Antiochus and 
Philip, the two twin fons of Grypis, for the revenging of this forthwith 
marched with all the forces they could get together towards Mopfueftia, 
and having taken the place rafed it to the ground, and facrificed all that 
they found in it to the ghoft of their flain brother. But in their return 
from this exploit being fallen upon by Eufebes near the Orontes, they were 
put to the rout ; whereon % Antiochus endeavouring to fvvim the river with 
his horfe for the making of his efcape was drowned in it. But T hi lip 
making a fafe retreat kept many of his forces together, and foon recruited 
them again with others ; fo that being enabled thereby ftill to keep the 
field, the whole contett was now between him and Eufebes for the whole 
Syrian empire ; and each of them having great armies on foot, miferably 
harrafled and wafted that countrey in their wars about him. 
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In the interim * Alexander purfuing the good fuccefs which he had in 
the Iaft year's expedition beyond Jordan, carried on the war farther on that 
fide, and invaded the territories of Theodorus the fon of Zeno Cotylas Prince 
of Philadelphia. His chief defign in this war was to take from him the 
ftrong fortrefs of Amathus, and his treafure there depofited , both which 
Alexander had taken eight years before, and Theodorus recovered again, 
as hath been above related. But at this time Alexander's name was grown 
fo terrible by reafon of his many late fuccefles in thofe parts, that Theodo- 
rus durft not ftand his coming, but carrying off his treafure, withdrew his 
garrifon and deferted the place ; whereon Alexander took it without op- 
pofition, and rafed it to the ground. 

EVSEB ES the more to ihengtlieti himfelf in the kingdom b had 92 , 
married Selene the relift of Grypus; lhe being an adtive woman had taken Aiexan- 
poffeflion of fome part of the Syrian empire oo her husband's death, and n«us 14" 
had gotten forces about her to maintain her in it ; Enfebes to join this in- 
tereft of hers to his own married her, which offending Lathyrus (whofe 
wife flie had firft been, till his mother took her from him, and gave her 
in marriage to Grypus J he c fent to Cnidus, where Demetrius Ettcarus 
the fourth fon of Grypus had been placed for his education, and having 
fetched him from thence made him King of Damafcus. Enfibes and 'Phi- 
lip being engaged againit each other, neither of them could be at liberty 
to hinder this: For altho' Enfebes received great acceffion to his ftrength 
by marrying Selene, yet 'Philip made good his part againit him , and d at 
length having drawn him to a decifive battel gave him a total overthrow, 
which forced him to flee into Parthia for his fafety, whereon Philip 
and Demetrius became pofleffed of the whole Syrian empire between 
them. 

In the interim "Alexander King of Judaa making an expedition into 
Gaulonitis, a countrey lying on the eaft fide of the lake of Gennejdreth, 
and there enga.-ing in a war againft Obedas an Arabian King, was drawn 
by him into an ambufli, wherein he loft moft of his army, and hardly him- 
felf efcaped. On his return to Jerufalem in this cafe, the Jews, who were 
before too much imbitter'd againft him, being now farther exafperated by 
this lofs, rofe in a rebellion againit him, hoping in this his weak condition 
foon to compafs his deftruction, which they had long earneftly defired. But 
Alexander being a man of application and courage, and of more than a 
common understanding, foon got together forces fufficient to oppofe them. 
This produced a civil war between Alexander and his people, which lafted 
fix years, and brought great calamities upon both. 

f MITHR I DA TE S Eupator King oiPontus on the death of Aria- 
rathes King of Cappadocia having murthered his fons which that Prince Akxan- 
left behind him, (tho' both born of Laodice his own lifter) arid ufurped der J an " 
Cappadocia to himfelf, placed a minor fon of his own (whom he called nams 1 f ' 
Jlriarathes) over that kingdom, with one Gordius for a tutor to manage 
the government for him. Nicomedes King of Bithynia fearing left Mithri- 
dates with this acceffion to his dominions Ihould grow too powerful for 
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him, "and {wallow him next, fuborned a youth to take upon him to be the 
third fon of Aridrathesi and having gained Laodice to own him, fent them 
both to Rome* there to lay claim to the kingdom of his pretended father 
for him. This" having brought the caufe before the fenate, they e condemn- 
ed the claims of both, that of Mithridates* as well as that of the pretender, 
and decreed, that the Cappadocians mould become a free people : But they 
refufing this grant, and declaring that they could not fubfift without a King, 
the fenate ordered them to chufe whom they liked belt; whereon they 
having elected Ariobarzanes a noble Cappadocian, h Sylla was fent with a 
commiflion to put him in pofleflion , which he accordingly executed this 
year. Mithridates did not oppofe him herein, but this excited in him 
that difguft againft the Romans* which being afterwards heighten'd bv other 
provocations mutually given and retorted, at length produced the Mithri- 
datic war, which, next that againft: the Carthaginians* was the longeft and 
the mOft dangerous war that ever the Roman ftate was engaged in. 
An. 90. For altho' Mithridates on this procedure fupprefled his refentmcnts 
dV^jan" tne P re ^ eht ' Y eC ^ rom this ^ me he refolved to make war upon the Ro- 
nasusi6. maiis for the revenging of it. In order hereto j having contracted an al- 
liance with Tigranes King of Armenia by giving him Cleopatra his daugh- 
ter to Wife, he drew him into a confederacy with him for the making of 
this war ; whereby it was agreed between them, that Mithridates ihouki 
have all the cities and countries* and Tigranes all the perfons, treafure and 
moveable goods that mould be taken in it. The firft efFecf of this confe- 
deracy Was, y Tigranes expelling Ariobarzanes out of Cappadocia* whom 
the Romans had put in pofleflion of that kingdom, brought back Ariara- 
thes the fon of Mithridates there again to reign. And 1 at the lame time 
Nicomedes King of Bithynia dying, Mithridates feized that kingdom to 
the exclufion of Nicomedes the fon of the deceafed. This fent both 
the deprived Kings to the Romans for their relief, who having decreed 
their reftoration, fent Manius Aqnilius and Marcus Altinus to fee it exe- 
cuted. 

An. S9. But Mithridates permitting neither of them to enjoy quiet pofleflion, 
Akxan- when reftored , all the Roman forces then difperfed through the fevenil 
n^t/sT-. P arts °f Leffer AJid m gathering together, formed themfelves into three ar- 
/- mies; the firft under the command of L. CaJJius* who had the govern- 
ment of the Tergameuian province of AJia ; the fecond under Manius -Aqtii- 
liiis ; and the third under <g»intns Oppius proconful of Tamphylia, having 
in each body forty thoufand men horfe and foot, and with thefe they be- 
gan the war without tarrying for any orders from Rome for it : But n ma- 
naging it with bad conduct, and much neglecl, they had the ill fuccefs to 
be all vartquilhed and broken: And ■ Aquilius and Oppius being made pri- 
soners, were firft treated With the utmoft indignity, and afterwards with 
equal cruelty tortured to death. Hereon n all the cities and provinces of 
Lefler AJta* and alfo feverall of the cities of Greece, and all the iflands of 
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the sEgean fea, excepting only Rhodes, revolted from the Romans, and de- 
clared for Mithridates. 

CLEOf \ATRA Queen of Egypt 0 being Weary of her fon Alexander, 
and the joint authority which he held with her in the government of the 
kingdom, laid defigns againft his life, that fo being rid of him flie might 
reign alone, and have the whole regal power in her own hands : But Alex- 
ander having notice of it prevented the plot, and by cutting her off firft, 
made it turn all upon her own head. She was a monftrous wicked wo- 
man, as her actions above related fufficiently ihew, and well deferved this 
death had it come from any other hands than thofe of her own fon. As 
foon as the Alexandrians found that the mother died by the parricide of 
the fon , they could no longer bear him, but having driven him into ba- 
nifhment, fent to Cyprus for Ttolemy Lathyrus, and reftored to him the 
kingdom, which he held afterwards without interruption p to the end of 
his life. Alexander the next year after having *» having gotten fome mips 
together to attempt a return in them was encounter'd at lea by Tyrrhus, 
Ttolemy\ admiral, and being vanquifhed by him efcaped to Myra in Lyjia ; 
from whence afterwards failing towards Cyprus for the executing of fome 
defign which he had upon that ifland, he was met by Chareas, another fea- 
commander of 'Ptolemy's, and being overborn by him perilhed in the 
fight. 

While thefe things were a doing in Leffer Afia and Egypt* the civil 
war went on in Judaea between Alexander and his people: And altho' he 
had the better of them in all encounters, yet he could not bring them to 
fubmit, or put any flop to thefe inteftine troubles, fo much were they en- 
raged againft him. Being weary of punifhing and deltroying them he made 
earneit applications to them for the compoling of the differences that were 
between them : In order hereto he offered to grant them any thing that 
they fhould in reafon defire , and therefore bid them ask what they would 
have. To this they anfwered all with one voice, 5 that he fliould cut his 
throat ; that they would on no other terms be at peace with him ; and it 
were well, they faid, if they could then be reconciled to him after he was 
in his grave, confidering the great mifchiefs he had done them. And there- 
fore having their minds to fo high a degree thus exafperated againft him, 
they refolved to go on with the war without hearkening to any terms of 
reconciliation whatsoever: And becaufe they wanted fufficient forces of 
their own to act up to the anger and rage, which in their anfwer to Alex- 
ander they had expreffed againft him, they x fent to 'Damafcus to call 'De- 
metrius Eucarus (who then reigned there) to their afliftance, who there- 
on came into Judtea with an army confuting of three thoufand horfe and 
forty thoufand foot Syrians and Jews. Alexander encountering him with 
fix thoufand Greek mercenaries and twenty thoufand Jews, was overthrown 
with fo great a flaughter, that he loft all his Greek mercenaries to a man, 
and the greateft part of his other forces ; whereon he was driven with the 
poor remnants of his broken army that furvived this terrible blow to flee 
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to the mountains, where he might by the advantage of the fituation belt 
protect himfelf in this mattered cafe. And now he had been utterly ruin'd 
but that he was relieved by a very extraordinary and unexpected turn of for- 
tune : For thofe very men who were before fo much imbitter'd againft him 
that they had called in a foreign enemy upon him, and had joined that enemy 
in battel againft him, when they faw him reduced to this diftrefled con- 
dition, took fuch compaffion of him, that fixthoufand of them immediate- 
ly went over to him. Whereon Demetrius fearing the like revolt of the 
reft departed out of Judaa, and fhortly after marched into Syria againll 
his brother Philip, and having driven him out of Antioch ; and taken 
that city from him, he purfued him to Berrhoea, now called Aleppo, and 
their beiieged him. Whereon Straton Prince of the place, and friend to 
'Philip., called thither Zizus an Arabian King, and Mithridates Sinaces a 
'Parthian commander to his aftiftance, who having vanquiftied Demetrius 
and taken him prifoner, fent him for a prefent to " Mithridates King of 
Parthia, where a little after he fell lick and died. Philip after this victory 
releafmg all the Antiochians, that were taken prifoners in this defeat, and 
fending them home without ranfom, this fo far ingratiated him with that 
city, that on his return again thither he was received with the general ac- 
clamation of the people, and for fome time he reigned there over all Sy- 
ria without a competitor, 
gt. ALE XAND E R after the retreat of Demetrius having gotten together 
Aiexan- another army w made good his part againft the rebel Jeius notwithstanding 
nsusTs. n * s l ate l°f s ' anc * vanquiflied them in all conflicts. However he could 
bring them to no terms of peace, but they ftill carried on the war with the 
fame rage and fury againft him, without being in the leaft difcouraged by 
any lofs, bafHe, or defeat, that happen'd to them. 

A NNA the prophctefs, daughter of Phanuel, becoming a widow on 
the death of her husband, without marrying any more x devoted her felf 
wholly to the fervice of God, and exercifed her felf conftantly in it for 
the fpace of eighty four years, during all which time Ihe departed not from 
the temple, but there ferved God with falling and prayers night and day. 

MITHRIDATES finding, that the Romans and Italians, who were 
then on feveral occafions in LeJfer-AJia, and there difperfed through all 
the provinces and cities of that countrey, did underhand carry on the Ro- 
man intereft, in the places where they refided, to the great obftruclion of 
his defigns, y fent fecret orders to all the governors of provinces and ma- 
gistrates of cities through all Leffer AJta to put them all to death in one 
and the fame day, that he had appointed for it ; which was accordingly 
executed with that rigour, that no lefs than eighty thoufand fay fome, near 
double that number fay others, of Romans and Italians were then maflacred 
in that countrey. 

u This Mithridates feems to be the fame who according to Juftin [lib. 41. cap. 2.] was called Mith- 
ridates the Great, and having fucc ceded Artabanus his father in the kingdom of Parthia, Anno izS. 
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After this Mithridates hearing, that there was a great treafure at 
Coos, fent thither, and laid his hand upon it. Cleopatra Queen of Egypt t 
when {he went with an army into Thoenicia againit Lathyrus her fon, 
* fent to this place her grandfon Alexander the fon of Alexander, who then 
reigned with her in Egypt, and with him a great fum of money with her 
jewels and all' her moft precious things, there to be depofited as a referve 
againit all events. All this * Mithridates feized, aud with it b the fum of 
eight hundred talents more, which the Jews of Lejfer AJia had there de- 
puted, in order to be fent to Jernfalem for the fecuring of it from the 
rapins of the war, which they faw was coming upon that- countrey. The 
treafure of Cleopatra there depofited truly belonging to young Alexander 
her grandfon, Mithridates on his feizing of it did not wholly neglect him, 
but c took him into his care, and gave him a princely education, and we 
lhall e'er long again hear of him. 

MITH RIT>AT E S having thus made himfelf mailer of all Lejfer 
AJia A fent Archelaus one of his generals with an army of an hundred and 
twenty thoufand men into Greece, who having feized Athens made that 
the chief feat of his refidence for the carrying on of the war in thofe parts, 
and while he lay there he drew over to him molt of the cities and Hates 
of Greece for the embracing of the intereft of Mithridates. 

And in this ftate " Sylla, now fent from Rome to carry on this war againft^«. S7. 
Mithridates, found matters on his arrival in Greece ; and therefore in the ^^"1 
firft place he laid fiege to Athens, and after having fpent fevcral months 
it at laft took the place about the end of the year. 

The Tarthians l'eem this year on the death of Demetrius Eucarus to 
have brought back Antiochus Eufebes into Syria, and to have there put 
him again in poiTeflion of fome part of his former dominions. For firft, 
that he came back from Tarthia (whither he had fled when vanquifhed 
by 'Philip ) and reigned again in Syria, is certain. For f it was to be de- 
livered from the calamities of the civil war, with which the Seleucida af- 
flicted Syria in their contentions for the crown, that the Syrians called in 
Tigranes, as will be hereafter fhewn. But at that time there were no other 
of them to make this contention, but Philip and Eufebes only, all the reft 
being then dead. And that Tigranes found Eufebes in pofleflion of fome 
part of Syria on his coming thither, appears from Appian. For she tells 
us more than once, that this Eufebes being then expelled out of Syria fled 
into an obfcure corner of Cilicia, and there lay hid, till after Lucullus\ 
victory over Tigranes he returned again into Syria. And, fecondly, that 
it was by the afliftance of the Tarthians, that he came back again into 
Syria, feems moft probable, becaufe he having fled to them as friends, they 
are the moft likely as friends to have given him this afliftance, and they 
lay the moft convenient to afford it, the kingdom of Syria being bounded 
by the banks of the Euphrates on the one fide of that river, and h the ter- 
ritories of the Tarthians reaching to thofe of the other fide ; and without 
fome fuch powerful afliftance, he could not again have recovered any part 
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of his former dominions. But by whit afliftance foever he returned, Thi- 
lij> feems at this time to be engaged to oppofe him. But while he was 
thus employed in the northern parts of Syria for the keeping out of one 
rival, another ftarted up againfthim in the fouthern: For 'Antiochus T>io~ 
hyjius his brother, the youngeft of the five fons of Grypus, taking the ad- 
vantage of his being thus other wife engaged feized on Damascus, and 
there making himfelf King of Ccele-Syria reigned over it in that place for 
the fpace of about three years. 

While thefe wars were thus carrying on in Greece and Syria, Alex- 
ander Jannaus was as deeply engaged in war with his own people. But 
k having now driven it to a decifive battel he gave them fuch a terribe blow 
as fodn brought thofe troubles to a conclufion. For having cut off the 
major part of them in the rout, and driven the chief of thofey that furvived, 
into Bethome, he fliut up that place all round, and there clofely befieged 
them. 

yf».86. And the next year after 1 having fucceeded in this fiege, and taken the 
de/laa" city, and all thofe in it that had fled thither for refuge, he carried eight 
n«us zo. hundred of them to Jerufalem, and there caufed them to be crucified all 
together in one day, and their wives and children to be there llain before 
their face, while they hung dying on the crones, on which they were 
crucified ; which was a feverity never to be juftified, had there been any 
other way, whereby to have brought that rebellious faftion to reafon. 
While this was a doing Alexander made a treat for his wives and concu- 
bines near the place, where this fcene of terror was acting, and to feaft him- 
felf and them with the fight hereof was the main part of the entertainment. 
From hence Alexander had the name of Thracidas, that is the Thracian, 
thofe people being then above all others infamous for their bloody and bar- 
barous cruelties. And indeed there could no name be invented for him 
bad enough to exprefs fo inhuman a procedure. However it had its effect ; 
for all the remainder of the rebel party being terrified with the horror 
hereof fled the countrey. And after this Alexander had no more distur- 
bance at home to the day of his death. And thus ended this furious re- 
bellion, after it had laded fix years, and had coft the lives of m above fifty 
thoufand men of the rebel faftion. 

And this fame year was no lefs fatal to the caufe and armies of Mithri- 
dates, than it was to the rebel Jews. "For though he had fent into 
Greece^ under the command of Archelam an hundred and twenty thou- 
fand men* and under, the command of Taxiles, another of his generals, 
and brother of Archelam, an hundred and ten thoufand, and after that 
eighty thoufand more under the command of Dorylaus, in all three hun- 
dred and ten thoufand men, numbers enough to have born all before them, 
would numbers alone have carried the caufe : Yet Sylla with a Roman ar- 
my only of fifteen hundred horfe, and fifteen thoufand foot vanquiflied 
them all in three feveral battels, the firft of which was fought at Charonea, 
and the other two at Orchomenm, in which battels he is faid to have flain 
an hundred and fixty thoufand of them ; and thereby he forced all the reft 
of them to flee out of Greece. 
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And the next year after Mithridates was as much diftrefTed in ^IJla. An. Sy. 
For n Fimbria, who there commanded another Roman army, having van- dwjan- 
quifhed the beft remainder of his forces purfued thofe that fled as far as nxus ai. 
e JPergamus, where Mithridates himfelf then refided, and having driven him 
from thence to Tatana a maritim city of JEolia followed him thither, and 
laying fiege to the place, blocked it clofely up by land, but not having any 
flaps to ihut it up by fea, a paflage there ftill lay open, whereon Fimbria 
lent to Lucnllus, who was then in the neighbouring feas with the Roman 
fleet, to come thither, and would he have done fo, Mithridates mull ne- 
ceifarily have been taken ; but Fimb?~ia being of a contrary faction in the 
ftate, he would have nothing to do with him, and fo Mithridates efcaped 
by fea to Mityleue, and from thence got clear out of their hands to the 
great damage of the Roman intereft: And the like often happens, where- 
ever the minifters and officers of the government are divided into diffe- 
rent factions. For fuch frequently fludy in their fcveral ftations more to 
gratify their envy, their piques, and their malice againfl each other, than 
to ferve the publick intereft of their countrey, aad thereby often make the 
beft projects mifcarry, that fo they may obftrucf the honour, or work the 
difgrace of thofe, that are entrufted with the executing of them. And 
there is fcarce any ftate now in being, which cannot give many inftances 
hereof, and none more than our own. 

But although Mithridates thus made his efcape, yet it conduced to 
the putting an end to this war. For 0 being terrified with the danger, he 
had fo narrowly got clear of, and the many lofTes he had fuffered, he fent 
to Jrchelans on any terms to make peace with Sylla ; whereon Sylla and 
Archelam meeting in the ifle of De/os, agreed, that Mithridates mould re- 
ftore Bithynia to Nicomedes, Caj>fadocia to Ariobarzanes, and all elfe to 
the Romans, which he had taken from them fince the war begun, and be 
content only with his paternal kingdom of Tontw, and that he mould 
pay three thoufand talents to the Romans for the charges of the war, and 
yield to them feventy of his fhips ; and that on thefe terms peace fhould 
be granted, and all paft acts of hoftility being forgotten, Mithridates mould 
be received into the number of the friends and allies of the Roman ftate. 
And Sylla and Mithridates having afterwards had a meeting at Troas in 
Jijia there ratified and confirmed thefe articles on both fides ,and there- 
on the peace was publifhed and declared. Sylla would never have con- 
fented to make this peace, but that the divifions of the Romans at home, 
and the civil wars there commenced made his return into Italy then ab- 
folutely necefTary for the appearing of them. This made Sylla as defirous 
of ending the war, as Mithridates himfelf, who had fuffered molt by it. 
And therefore Sylla having received the feventy fhips, and the three thou- 
fand talents above-mentioned, and mulcted the ftates and cities of Afia in 
the fum of twenty thoufand talents to be paid in five years time, returned 
into Italy to make war with the Mariati faction, which was there at this 
time predominant, but what he did therein doth not belong to my pur- 
pofe to relate. r 
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But one thing I cannot here omit, that is, Pthat it was by his means 
that the works of Ariftotle were preferved, and afterwards made publick 
for the benefit of the learned world. Ariftotle at his death left them to 
Theophraftus ; he on his death bequeathed them to Nelem of Scepjis, a city 
near Tergamus in Afia, and on Ne lens's death they fell to his heirs, who 
being men of no learning, only kept them locked up in a cheft. But when 
the Ter game-man Kings, under whofe jurifdidion Scepjis was, made dili- 
gent fearch for all forts of books for the filling up of their library at Ter- 
gamus, they fearing that thofe books might be taken from them, for the 
preventing of it hid them in a vault under ground, where they lay buried 
for about an hundred and thirty years, till at length Apellico a rich citizen 
of Athens being on the hunt after all forts of books for the making him a 
library, the heirs of Neleus, to whom through feveral generations thefe 
books were then defcended, being reduced to poverty, took them up out of 
the place where they had been hid, and fold them to him. But thefe 
books by the length of time, and the moifture of the place where they lay, 
being fo damnified and rotten that they could fcarce hang together, Apel- 
lico caufed copies of them to be written out ; and in the writing out of 
of them many chafms being found in the original (in fome places letters, 
and fome others whole words, and fometimes feveral of them together, 
being either eaten out by worms, or rotted out by time and wet) thefe 
chafms were in many places fupplied by conjecture , and fometimes very 
unskilfully, which hath caufed difficulties in thofe books ever fince. Apel- 
lico being dead a little before Sylla came to Athens, he feized his library, 
and with it thefe works of Ariftotle, and carrying it to Rome, there added 
it to his own library. One i Tyrannion a famous grammarian of thofe times 
then refiding at Rome being defirous to have thefe works of Ariftotle, ob- 
tained leave of Sjllas library keeper to write them out. This copy he 
communicated to Andronicus Rhodius, who from that copy firft made thefe 
Works of Ariftotle publick, and to him it is that the learned world is be- 
holden that it hath ever fince enjoyed the very valuable writings of this 
great philofopher. 

While ' Antiochus Dionyjins King of T>amafcus was making war upon 
Aretas King of Arabia Tetrtea, Thilip his brother took the advantage of 
it to feize Damajctts, which he got into by the help of Milejius the cap- 
tain of the caftle : But Thilip not rewarding him as he expected, he took 
the opportunity of his next going abroad for his djverfion to mut the gates 
againft him, and kept the city for Antiochus, and on his return out of Ara- 
bia (from whence he immediately hafted on his hearing of this invafion) 
refiored it to him again. Hereon Thilip retreating, Antiochus made ano- 
ther expedition agamft Aretas, taking his way thorough Judaa ; and that 
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part of the countrey that lay between Joppa and Antipatris being the on- 
ly paffage which he could have for his army that way, Alexander being jea- 
lous of his intentions, drew lines between thofe two places of the length 
of twenty of our miles to obftiuci him, and fortified them with a wall and 
wooden towers placed at a convenient diftance from each other. But this 
proved of no effect, for the end propofed ; for Antiocbus on his approach 
let fire to thefe towers, and burning them down broke thorough the lines, 
and parTed on into Arabia ; but being there furprized and taken at a dis- 
advantage by Aretas, he was flain in the battel, and moll of his forces were 
cut off with him ; and the reft that efcaped had no better fate: For having 
after their flight gotten into a village called Cana, they there all perifhed 
for want of bread. Whereon Aretas became King of Cos/e-Syria, not by 
conqueft after this victory, but by the election and call of the people of 
T>amafcns in oppofition to Ttolemy the fon of Mennaus Prince of Chalets 
in their neighbourhood. It feems he would have ferved himfelf of the 
opportunity offered by the death of Antiochus to have feized that govern- 
ment : But the people of Damafctis having an utter averfion to him, rather 
than have him chofe to call in Aretas and made him their King. And 
as foon as he was fettled in that fovereignty he made an expedition into 
Jndaa againft Alexander, and had the better of him in a battel nexrAddida : 
But afterwards a treaty being commenced between them, all farther hofti- 
lities were fuperfeded by an agreement of peace. 

Many places on the borders of Arabia having revolted from Alexander^ A». 84. 
while he was engaged in his wars with his rebel fubjects, he being now at A,e * an - 
leifure from all other embarralTments, 5 marched: over Jordan again to re- a «us zi. 
duce them ; and after having taken Telia and 2)/J</-- he fate down before 
Gerafa, to which place Theodoras the fon of Zeno had removed his trea- 
sure on his defer ting Amatlms, as hath been above related. When Alex- 
ander took Telia he deftroyed the place, and drove the inhabitants into 
banilhment, becaufe they refufed to embrace the Jewijh religion, it being 
the ulage of the AJmonaan Princes to impofe their religion upon all their 
conquefts, leaving to the conquered no other choice but either to turn 
Jews, or elfe to have their habitations demolifhed, and be forced to go 
feek new dwellings elfe where. 

On Syllas departure for Italy, Murana, whom he left in the govern- 
ment of Afia, 1 renewed the War again with Mithridates without a fuffi- 
cient caufe for it, which lafted three years, at the end whereof Sylla (be- 
ing then dictator of Rome) difliking the proceedings of Murana, " recalled 
him, and refettled again with Mithridates the fame articles of peace which 
he had formerly made with him ; and fo ended the fecond Mithrida- 
tic war: However w Mur ana on his return triumphed for his exploits 
in it. . • 

The Syrians being weary of the continual wars made in their countrey A». 8 3 . 
between the Princes of the race of Seleucus for the fovereignty of it, and Aiexan- 
not being able any longer to bear the devaftations, Daughters, and other 
calamities which they Suffered hereby, "refolved to fling them all off at 
once, and call in fome foreign Prince to rule over them, who might de- 
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liver them from thefe miferies, and fettle the countrey in peace. And ac- 
cordingly they fixed their choice on Tigrafies King of Armenia , and lent 
ambafladors ta notify it unto him ; whereon y coming into Syria on this 
Call, he took poffeflion of that kingdom, and there reigned 1 eighteen years, 
the firft 3 fourteen of which he governed it by Megadates his lieutenant, till 
at length he recalled him to his afiiftance againft the Romans. 

Ou Tigranes% thus taking pofleifion of the kingdom of Syria, Eufibes 
fled into Cilic'ta^ and there b lay hid in an obfeure place of that countrey 
(among the faitnefles it may be fuppofed of mount Taurus) till he died. 
What became of 'Philip is no where faid ; it's moft likely he was llain by 
Tigranes in fome opposition he made againlt him on his firlt coming into 
that countrey. c 'Porphyry indeed makes mention of both thefe Princes 
as. in being near thirty years after; but that Porphyry was mitfaken here- 
in will be hereafter fhewn in its proper place. But d Selene the wife of 
Enjebes Itill retained Ptolemais with fome parts of Phoenicia and Ccele- 
Syria, and there reigned for many years after ; and was thereby enabled 
to give a royal education to her e two fons, the eldeft of which was called 
Autiochus { AJiatktu, and the other » Seleucus Cybiofattes. 

h ALEXANDER Janmeus enlarging his conquefts beyond Jordan 
took Gaulana, Seleucia, and feveral other places in thofe parts. 
A*. 82. - And the next year after 1 he made himfelf mailer of the valley of Antio- 
Aiexan- chus , and the Itrong fortrefs of Gama/a. One 'Demetrius was till then 
n*iK24. niafter of thefe places, but there being many grievous mifdemeanors laid 
to his charge* Alexander deprived him of his principality, and carried him 
prifoner with him to ^erufalem, where he returned at the end of this year, 
after having been abfent from it three years on this expedition: And by 
reafon of his fi^eeffe^in it he was there received with great acclamations. 
After this enjoying fall eafe he gave himfelf up to luxury and drunk ennefs, 
Whereby he contracted a quartan ague, which he could never get rid of 
as long as he kyed, but died of it three years after. 
A*. Si. PTOrLEfif X ' Latbyrus k having for three years laid fiege to Thebes iit 
Aiexan- fo* upper -Egypt* at length took the place: For they had rebelled againft 
nseus 2"-. him , and. being beaten out of the field were fhut up within their walls, 
and there forced to bear this fiege, till they were thereby now again 
reduced. Latbyrus on his taking the place handled it fo feverely for this 
rebellion, that from being the greateft and wealtbieft city in Egypt, he 
reduced it to fo low a. condition that it never after any more made a 
figure. , 

A akb not lqn,g after this 1 he died, having reigned from the time of the 
death ©f bis father thirty fix years, of which he reigned eleven with his 
mother in Egypt, eighteen in Cyprus, and. feven alone in Egypt after his 
mother's death ; he was fucceeded by Cleopatra his daughter and only le- 
gitimate child- , .tier proper name was> Berenice, and fo m Paufanias calls 



y Appianiis in Syriaew. Juffin. ibid. * Juftin. lib. 40. cap. 1, & 2. a Appian. in 

Syriads. •> Appian. iit Syrkcis. Plutarchxis nrPotnpeio. <= Jtr Graecis Eufebianis Sca- 

ligert *'GbtfeK> in Verrem^libu 4. § 27.. JofepJtos anticf. lib. 1 3.. cop. 24. • c Cicero 

ibid. f He was called Afiaticus becaufe he was educated in Alia. See Appian. in Syriacis. 

' fcStrabO," IvtS. tj. p. 796. h Jofe pl ius antiq. lib. 13. cap. 23. & de bello Judaico, Kb. t- 

cap. 4. » Jofeptms ibidem. k Paufanias ia Atiicis, ibi Threbas Boeotias pro Thebis 

iEgyptiis ex GMore ponk. 1 Paufinwas ibid. Ponphyrius in Graecis Eufebianis Scaligen. 

Ptolenjsus aftroiiomus in canone. ro In Atticis. 

her : 



Book VI. the Old and New Testament. 309 



her : For it is to be noted , that as all the males of this family had the 
common name of 'Ptolemy, fo all the females of it had that of Cleopatra, 
and befides had other proper names to diitinguifh them from each other : 
Thus Selene n was called Cleopatra, and fo were alfo two other of her 
lifters. And in like manner this daughter of Lathyrus, whofe proper name 
was Berenice, bore alfo that of Cleopatra according to the ufage of her fa- 
mily : The obferving of this will remove many obfeurities and difficulties 
in the Egyptian hiflory. 

"ALEXANDER, the fon of that Alexander King of Egypt who a*. 80. 
murthered his mother, being fent into Egypt by Sylla to fucceed in the A e ' r ej l^" 
kingdom after the death of Lathyrus his uncle, as next heir to him of the \^ u { 
male-line, there claimed the crown : But the Alexandrians having put 
Cleopatra on the throne, and Ihe having now fate on it fix months before 
his arrival ; to com-promife the matter, and avoid difpleafing Sylla, who, 
as perpetual dictator at this time, abfolutely governed the Roman itate, it 
was agreed that Cleopatra mould be given to him to wife, and that they 
Ihould both reign jointly together. But Alexander either not liking the 
lady, or elfe not liking to have a partner in the government, p at nineteen 
days end after the marriage put her to death, and then reigned alone fif- 
teen years. I have before related how this Alexander had been fent by 
Queen Cleopatra his grandmother to Coos there to be educated, and how 
Mithridates there took him with all the treafure which his grandmother 
fent thither with him. After this 1 having made his efeape from Mithri- 
dates he fled to Sylla, who receiving him kindly took him into his pro- 
tection, and carried him with him to Rome, and from thence on this occa- 
fion fent him to take poffeffion of the kingdom of Egypt , and there for 
fear of Sylla he was accordingly receivedinto it. 

ALEXANDER Jannaus 1 being (till afflifted with the quartan ague, 79- 
and hoping that by itirring and exercife he might wear it off, marched dwjan" 
with his army over Jordan, and befieged Ragaba a caftle in the countrey nxus 27. 
of the Gerafens; but by his labouring herein having, inftead of alleviating 
the diftemper, exafperated it to a greater height, he died of it in the camp. 
At his death 5 he left two fons behind him, Hyrcatius and Ariftobukis, but 
bequeathed the government of the kingdom to Alexandra his wife during 
her life , and afterwards to which of thefe her two fons Ihe mould think 
fit to difpofe of it to. Alexandra being then with him at this fiege, ' on 
her finding him in a dying condition, was exceedingly troubled at the ill 
ftate which Ihe feared fhe and her children mould be left in at his death. 
She knew how much he had exafperated the Tbarifees, then a powerful 
fecf and party in the Jewifh nation , and how great hatred at their miti- 
gation the generality of the people had contrafted againfl them, and there- 
fore faw nothing elfe that fhe had to expeft on Alexander's death, but that 
they would for the wreaking of their revenge againfl: him fall upon her, and 
his children by her, and deftroy the whole family: And hereon fhe made 
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great lamentation to him as fhe fate by his bed-fide, where he lay a dying. 
To eafe her mind from thefe difmal apprehenfions he gave her thole di- 
rections which he affured her, if duly followed,- would extricate her out 
of all this danger , and fecure both fafety and tranquillity to her and her 
family : For his advice was, that fhe fhould conceal his death till the ca- 
file ihould be taken, and then lead back the army to Jerufalem in triumph 
for this fuccefs, carrying thither with her his dead corps ; and that as loon 
as lire Ihould be there arrived, Ihe Ihould call together to her the chief of 
the Tharifaic feci, and acquainting them of her husband's death ihould 
lay the dead corps before them, and tell them that fhe refigned it wholly 
to their pleafure , either to be caft forth with ignominy in revenge for 
what they had fuffered from him, or otherwife to be difpofed of as they 
fhould think fit: And that then Ihe Ihould promife them that Are would 
follow their advice in all matters of the government, and do nothing there- 
in but what ihould be agreeable to their fentiments, and according to their 
directions. Do, faid he,, but follow this advice, and you lhall not oniy 
gain me an honourable funeral, but alfo both for you and your children 
a fafe fettlement in the government. And fo it accordingly happen d: 
For on having taken the caftle Ihe returned to Jerufalem in the manner 
as directed ; and then calling together to her the leading men of the Tha- 
rifaic feet, fhe did and faid to them as her dying husband had advifed , 
taking efpecial care to affure them, that fire would put the adminiftration 
of the government, and the prime direction of all the affairs of it again 
into their hands ; which promife fweeten'd them to fuch a degree , that 
immediately laying afide all that hatred to the dead King which they had 
to the utmoft contracted againft him while living, they turned it into ve- 
neration and reipects for his mernoxy ; and inftead of thole invedtives which 
formerly their mouths had been full of againft him, they made encomiums 
upon him, magnifying his great exploits in enlarging their dominions, and 
increafing thereby the power, honour and intereft of the nation ; whereby 
they fo far reconciled the people to him, whom before on all occafions they 
had exafperated againft him > that hereupon he was buried with a more 
fumptuous and honourable, funeral than had been made before for any of 
his predeceffors, and Alexandra according to his will was fafely fettled in 
the lupreme government o£ the nation. 
An. 78. As foon as matters were .thus compofed, and Alexandra thoroughly 
dVaT"" fixe< * on the t ^ rone » ^ e made Jier eldeft fon liyrcamts " High-prieit, he be- 
ra r " ing then about w thirty three, years old, and according to her promife did 
put the prime management and adminiftration of her affairs into the hands 
of the Tharifees. The fir ft thing they did was x to procure that decree of 
John Hyrcanus to be revoked, whereby in the latter end of his government 
he had caufed all their traditionary conftitutibns to be aboliftied, and which 
till now had been ever fince feverely executed to the great grief and mor- 
tification of this feet. But by this revocation the traditions being again 
reftored to their former credit, and" the Tharifees to their full liberty again 
to impofe and propagate them, they grew to that bulk which I have alrea- 
dy mentioned; and that people have ever fince been fo enflaved to them. 
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that they have for their fake even abolifhed and made of none effecf the 
very written word it felf, of which they are pretended to contain the ex- 
plication. Next this they releafed all out of prifon who had been com- 
mitted thither for being concerned with them in the late civil wars, and 
called home from banifhment all fuch who for the fame caufe had been 
forced to flee their countrey, and reftored to them again their former pof- 
feftions, and hereby much encreafed both the number and ftrength of their 
party. 

TIG RANES having built a large new city in Armenia, which from 
his own name he called Tigranoccrta, i. e. the city of Tigranes, > he by the 
inftigation of Mithridates invaded Cappadocia, and carried thence three 
hundred thoufand of the inhabitants of that countrey to people with them 
this city, and other parts of his dominions which wanted inhabitants; 
and in moft other places where he made any conquefts he praelifed the 
fame thing, carrying away the inhabitants into his own countrey to make 
it the more populous, and afllgning them lands there for their cultivation fuf- 
ficient for each man's fupport. And he is faid to have demolished twelve 
Grecian cities in Lcffer AJia for the peopling of Tigratwcerta only, befides 
what he did elfewhere for the fame purpofe: For he transplanted thither 
great numbers from AJfyria, Adiabe7ie, Gordiana, and other places, as well 
as from the Grecian cities mentioned, for the making of this place a great 
and populous city. 

The Tharifees in Judaa having ftrengthen'd themfelves by releafing all /la. 77. 
the prifoners, and calling home all the exiles of their party, as hath been Alexan - 
mentioned, proceeded z to demand juftice againft all thofe at whofe infti- dra Z ° 
gation, and by whofe advice , Alexander had crucified the eight hundred 
rebels above mentioned, which was in effect againft all thofe that had flood 
by him in that war ; for all thofe they involved in this guilt. And firft 
they begun with T)ioge?ies, a noted confident of the late King's, and hav- 
ing cut him off, they proceeded to others, laying againft them the fame ac- 
cusation, and this was made a pretence for their deftroying all elfe of the 
adverfe party whom they moft mifliked ; and Alexa7idra was much againft 
her will forced to allow them thus to proceed, becaufe they having gotten 
all the people on their fide, fhe could no otherwife keep peace at home, 
though fhe had two powerful armies on foot on the borders of her king- 
dom, which made her a terror to all her neighbours. She dreaded a civil 
war, having feen fo much of the calamities of it in her husband's time, and 
finding fhe could no otherwife prevent it than by yielding in fome me'afure 
to the vindiftive humour of thofe men, Ihe permitted one evil, in order to 
prevent another that was worfe. 

; NICO MET>ES King of Bithynla dying left the Roman people his 
heirs, by virtue whereof that countrey thenceforth became a Roman pro- Ale *an- 
vince; which occafion Mithridates laying hold of for his reviving of the* 3 ™ 3 ' 
war again with the Romans, fpent the moft part of this year in making 
preparations for it. & 
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This year b Cyrene alfo was reduced into the like form of a Roman pro- 
vince : 'Ptolemy Afton the kit King of that countrey c having on his death 
given it by his will to the Romans, they inftead of accepting of it declared all 
the cities free, and left them to be governed by their own laws. Tnis was 
done twenty years before this time, as hath been d above related : But this 
c cauling feditions among them, and afterwards tyrannies to the great vexa- 
tion of the inhabitants, the Romans found it necellary to rcfumc their grant, 
and make it a Roman province, the peace of the countrey being no other- 
wife to be provided for. To thele difturbances f the Jews of the countrey 
are faid to have much contributed: They were firft planted in it by the 
firft 'Ptolemy that reigned in Egypt, as hath been above related, where they 
grew and multiplied fo fall, that in a Ihort time they became a great part 
of the bulk of the people in that countrey, and are faid often to have di- 
fturbed it by their feditions, to which no doubt they were futticiently pio- 
voked by the other inhabitants : For being by realbn of their dirferent re- 
ligion , and different way of living , much hated by the heathen nations, 
wherever they lived among them, they often fuffered indignities, wrongs 
and other provocations from them, which when anfwered with fuitable re- 
fentments fometimes produced diiturbances ; and whenever they did fo the 
Jews bore the blame of the whole, and this often happen'd to be their cafe 
in Alexandria. 

Aiexan MITHRIDAT E S s feized Tafhlagonia and Bithynia : And the pro- 
aro4 an " vince of AJia being much exhaufted by the Roman publicans and Roman 
ufurers, to be delivered from thefe oppreffions again revolted to him ; and 
hereon began the third Mithridatic war, which lafted near twelve years. 
An. 74. Fo r the managing of this war againft him h the confuls of this year Lti- 
dra y" 1 " cim Lucullus and Marcus Cotta were fent from Rome with two armies, 
the firft having AJia, Cilicia, and Capfadocia ; and the other Bithynia and 
the Tropontis affigned them for their provinces : But 1 M. Cotta being a 
perfon not skilPd in war, on his arrival in his province was vanquifhed by 
Mithridates at Chalcedou with the flaughter of a great number of his men, 
and at the fame time loft the beft part of his fleet, which" he had there lor 
the defending of that coall. 
An. 73. MITHRIDATES, animated with this fuccefs, Maid fiege to Cy.-.i- 
dra Is? 11 " cus a clt Y on tne e P ro P ont i s •> which ftrenuoully adhered to the Rom.. > in- 
tereft during this war. Could Mithridates have made himfelf malter of 
this place, it would have opened to him a clear and fafe paffage from Bi- 
thynia into the province of AJia; and in this refpeft it would have been 
of great advantage to him for the carrying of the war into that countrey ; 
and it was with this view that he made this attempt upon it ; and to make his 
fuccefs as he thought the furer, he begirt it with three hundred thoufand 
men in ten camps by land, and with four hundred fliips of war by fea. But 
he was no fooner fate down before it with his army, but Lucullus fate down 
by him with another, and there without coming to a battel, by obftructing 
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his fupplies of provifions, by falling on his foragers, by cutting off detach- 
ments fent out on feveral occafions, and by taking all other advantages, as 
they were offered, he fo wafted and diftrefied him, that at length he forced 
him to raife the fiege with difgrace, after having loft the greateft part of his 
numerous army in it. 

There being fome confufions in Egypt on the dillike which the peo- 
ple had of Alexander, Selene, as filter to Lathyrus , put in her claim for 
that crown, and 1 fent her two fons Antiochus Afiaticus and Selencus (whom 
fhe had by Antiochus EufebesJ to Rome to folicit the fenate for the putting 
of her in pofleflion of it : But after two years fpent in foliciting this mat- 
ter they were forced to return without fuccefs, and had alfo the misfortune 
to be robb'd in their way home by Verres Trsetor of Sicily, as they palled 
through that ifland . The Roman fenators held them fo long in hand with hopes 
at Rome, only to get the more money out of Alexander for the confirming 
of him in that kingdom : And when they had thus fqueezed out of him all 
that could be had , they declared for him whom they had got molt by, 
and fent home the two young Princes to their mother with bathe and dis- 
appointment. 

In Jndaa the T bar i fees m went on ftill to opprefs thofe that had fided 
with the late King againft them, accufing them of being the advifers and 
promoters of all the cruelties and mifdemeanors which they thought fit to load 
the memory of the late King with ; on which pretence they had cut off fe- 
veral of the party adverfe to them, and were Itill framing new accufations 
of the fame nature againft fuch others of them as they moll mifliked, in or- 
der to fubjecl: them to the fame fatal ruin. 

Whereon "the friends and adherents of the late King feeing no end - 2 . 
of thefe profecutions, at length gathered together, and went in a full body Alexan- 
to the Queen, with Arifiobulus her younger fon at the head of them, to dra 7 ' 
remonftrate againft thefe proceedings. On which occafion having fet forth 
their fervices to the late King, and their faithful adhering to him in all his 
wars and difficulties, and ihevvn how hard a thing it was, that now under 
her government they mould for this very reafon be fubjected to punilhment, 
and be thus facrificed to the malice of their enemies, for no other guilt 
but for having in oppofition to them been friends to her and her family, 
they earneftly prayed of her that a ftop might be put to thefe proceedings 
for the future ; or if this could not be done, that they might have leave to 
depart the land, and feek their fafety elfewhere ; or elfe that they might 
be difperfed through the garrifons of the kingdom, that fo by this means 
at leaft they might be put out of the reach of their enemies. The Queen 
heartily commiferated their caufe , as being fenfible of the hardlhip of it, 
but was not able to help them as far as flie could wilh : For (he was got 
fo far into the hands and power of the Tharifees, that ftie could do no- 
thing but what they liked. To ftop all farther proceedings againft thofe 
men, they cried, would be to put a ftop to the courfe of juftice, which 
was in no government to be endured, and therefore they would not per- 
mit her to do it. And for her to give fo many of the true and faithful 
friends of her family leave to depart the land, would be to leave her felf 
utterly naked and helplefs, in the abfolute power of a turbulent faction, 
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and thereby deprive her felf of all refuge whereto to flee in cafe of need. 
And therefore (he chofe to gratify them in their third demand, and placed 
them in the feveral garrifons of the kingdom, which anfwered a double 
end. For when they were thus fettled in thefe fortrefles with their fwords 
in their hands, their enemies could no more approach them to do them 
any hurt ; and they were there a certain referve for the fervice of the 
Queen, whenever occafion fliould require. 

This year was born Herod the Great, who was afterwards King of 
Judaa (for he was ° twenty five years old when he was firft made gover- 
nor of Galilee in the year before Chrijl 47) phis father was Antipas a no- 
ble Idumaan, and his mother Cyprus of an illuftrious family among the 
Arabians. This Antipas to bring his name to the Greek form called him- 
felf Antipater, and under that name we fliall have frequent occalions to 
fpeak of him in the future feries of this hiftory. Nicolas Dama/cenns, 
who 1 wrote a general hiftory confiding of 114 books faith Jofephus, of 
144 faith Athenam, having therein given an account of the aftions of 
Herod-, as far as they fell within the time, where he concludes this work 
and publilhed the whole, while Herod was living therein, r to flatter him, 
as being a great favourite of his, derives the pedigree of Antipater his 
father from one of the principal Jews that returned to Jerufalem from the 
Babylonijh captivity. And s others to blaft him as much on the other tide 
relate that this Antipater was no other than the fon of one Herod, who 
was fexton of the temple of Apollo at Askalon, and that being taken cap- 
tive by fome thieves of Idumaa, while a child, and his father being fo 
poor as not to be able to redeem him, he was made a Have in that coim- 
trey, and as fuch there bred up in the religion of the Idumceans (which 
was then the fame with that of the Jews J and from this mean original 
grew up to that figure, which he afterwards made in the world. But Jo- 
fephus, who belt knew the truth, and is the likelieft to relate it without 
difguife on either fide, tells us of this Antipas or Antipater : That 1 he 
was of a noble family in Idttmaa, that his father being called alfo Antipas 
" was governor of Idumaa under King Alexander Jannaus and Alexandra, 
his Queen. By countrey therefore he was an Idumaan, but by religion, 
a Jew, as all other Idumaans were from the time that Hyrcanus brought 
them all to embrace the Jewijb religion, of which I have above given an 
account. 

In the interim the Mithridatic war ftill went on in leiTer Afi 'a w Mithri- 
dates being forced to raife the fiege of Cyzicus with the lofs of fo great a 
part of his army, as hath been mentioned, fled to Nicodemia, and from 
thence by fea into Tontus, leaving fome part of his fleet with ten thou- 
fand of his choiceft men behind him in the Hellespont under the command 
of three of his prime generals. Thefe Lucullus falling on with the Roman 
fleet cut mod of them off in two naval victories, which he gained over 
them, the firft at Tenedm, and the other near Lemnus ; in the laft of which 
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he. took, the three generals above-mentioned, of which one was Marcus 
Marias a Roman fenator fent to the affiftance of Mithridates by Sertorius 
out of Spain ; him Lucallus did put to death ; of the other two, one poi- 
foned himfelf, and the other he referved for his triumph. Having by thefe 
two victories quite cleared all thofe coafts of the enemy he turned his arms 
on the continent, and having reduced firlt Bithynia, and next Taphlagor 
nia, and from thence marched into Tout us to carry the war home to 
Mithridates's own doors : Where he found him almott as much broken 
by tempefts in his return through the Eax'm fea, as. he had been by the 
war. For therein he had loft almolt all the remainder of his fleet and the 
army, which he was carrying home for the defence of his own countrev; 
and therefore on LucuUus's arrival he was very bufy in railing new forces 
for the oppofing of him, and to ftrengthen himfelf the better he had fent 
ambalfadors to Tigranes King of Armenia, to the Tarthians, to the Scy- 
thians, and to other neighbouring nations to folicit their alliftance. In 
the mean time Lncullus marched into his countrey and laid fiege to Ami- 
fas and Eupatoria, two of the chief cities of his kingdom, the latter of 
which flood nigh the other, and being newly built by him was called Eu- 
patoria from Eupator his own firname, and made by him the chief feat 
of his relidencc, and the metropolis of his whole kingdom. And at the 
fame time LnatUus fent another part of his army to befiege Thonifcyra, 
a city on the river Thermodon as confiderable as either of the other two. 

While thefe fieges were carrying on by the Romans, * Mithridates J*. 71. 
having gotten another army together early in the next fpring took the£ ,e l an " 
field with it. "Whereon Lucullus leaving Mur ana to carry on the liege 
of Amifus and Eupatoria, marched out againft him with the reft of his ar- 
my.. In two confliAs Mithridates had the . better of him, but in the third 
being utterly broken he was forced to flee- into Armenia, there to pray 
the protedion and affiftance of Tigranes his fon-in-law ; but he was fo far 
from finding fuch a reception from him, as he defired, that he was there 
a year and eight months e'er Tigranes would take any notice of him, or 
as much as admit him to fpeak with him. After this victory all places in 
Tortus yielded to the conqueror, excepting Amifus, (which held out till 
the beginning of the next fpring) and fome few other fortrefles For the 
Romans were forced to fpend two winters before Amifus, e'er they could 
make chemfelves matters of that important place 
<v <rn r j? A/r-r «.i r _r *,r r ^ . r ' 
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Aiexaii SELENE, after the return of her fons from Rome, finding that her 
dra"™ pretences to the kingdom of Egypt could not fucceed, endeavoured to 
enlarge her felf in Syria, where 1 having drawn over feveral cities to re- 
volt to her, and attempted to do the fame as to all the reft, me hereby 
brought Tigranes upon her with all his power. For having received an 
account of thefe defections from him in that countrey, a he came thither 
with an army of five hundred thoufand men for the iuppreffing of them, 
and having flmt up Selene in Ttolemais, and laid fiege to the place, on his 
taking of it he there took her prifoner, and on his return having carried 
her with him as far as Sekucia in Mefopotantia he there b caufed her to be 
put to death. She was the daughter of Ttolemy Thy/con King of Egypt, 
and had at firft been the wife of Ttolemy Lathyrm her brother, but be- 
ing taken from him by her mother was given in marriage to Antioclnis 
Grypza, and after his death (he married Antiochus Eufebes the fon of An- 
tiochu* Cyzicenus, by whom fhe had her two fons. Appian c tells us, that 
Ihe married Cyzicenus himfelf, and after his death Eufebes his fon, and 
makes this remark upon it, that all the misfortunes that afterward befel 
Eufebes d was a juft judgment of heaven upon him for this inceft. But 
this cannot be true ; for the feries of the Syrian hiftory after the death of 
Grypus doth not allow a place for any fuch marriage of hers with Cyzice- 
nus, neither doth any other hiftorian fay it. 

While Tigranes lay at the fiege of Ttolemais e Queen Alexandra fear- 
ing his power fent ambafladors thither to him with large prefents to court 
his favour and defire his friendfhip, whom he received with all feeming 
kindnefs, accepting the prefents, and granting the friendfhip that was de- 
fired, but not fo much out of favour to the Queen, as to comply with 
the exigency of his own affairs. For the progrefs of the Romans in Ton- 
tus and Cappadocia making his prefence in Armenia then neceflary for the 
defence of thofe parts' of his dominions, he was making all the hafte he 
could to return thither ; and therefore was not at leifure to enlarge his do- 
minions any farther in Taleftine ; otherwife Jerufalem and all Judaa muft 
have fallen for a prey into his hands, as well as *Ptolem.ais, there being no 
power there fufficient to refill: fo great a force, as this King then brought 
with him into thofe parts. 

On his return from Ttolemais to Antioch f he there met with Tnbl'ms 
Clodius, who was fent thither in an embafly from Lucullus to demand 
Mithridates to be delivered to him, with order in cafe of refufal to de- 
clare war againft him. Clodius in executing his commiffion having ex- 
preffed himfelf with a freedom which Tigranes had never met with before 
(abfolute will and pleafure having hitherto governed all his actions with- 
out admitting theleaft contradiction or controul) he was very much of- 
fended at it, but much more at the letter of Lucullus then delivered to 
him on this occafion. For he had directed it to King Tigranes, without 
ftyling him King of Kings, which was a title he had affirmed, and out ot 
his pride much affected ; and to make his claim to it the better appear, 
on his having taken feveral petty Kings prifoners in his wars againft them. 

z Jofephus antiq. lib. 13. cap. 24. 3 Jolephus ibid. Plutarchus in Lucullo. 

b Strabo lib. 1 6. p. 749. ' In Syriacis. * The Apoflle St. Paul tells us, that for a man 

marry his father's wife was a thing abhorred even by the heathen, \ Corinth; v. I • 

e Jofephus antiq. lib. 13. cap. 24. ^Plutarchus in Lucullo. Meirmon. cap. 4S. ^ 



Book VI. the Old and New Testament. 317 



she had the vanity to make them wait on him as his fervants in all offices 
of fervice about his perfon. He never went abroad, but he had four of 
them to attend him, two running by him on one fide of his horfe and 
two on the other ; and thus in like manner was he ferved by fome or other 
of them at his table, in his bed-chamber, and on all other occafions, but 
moft efpecially when he gave audience to ambafiadors. For then to make 
the greater oftentarion of his glory and greatnefs to foreign nations he 
made all thefe captive Kings in the pofture and habit of fervants to range 
themfelves on each fide of him. To exprefs his refentment againft Lu- 
cullus for not giving him this title, on his writing back again to him he di- 
rected his letter to him by the name of plain Lucullus without the additi- 
on of Imperator, or any other title ufually given to Roman generals. On 
his refufal to deliver Mithridates to Lucullus, which was the fubjecl: of 
this embafly to him, Clodius declared war from the Romans againft him, 
and returned to Lucullus to acquaint him of it. 

At this time Lucullus was in the province of Jlfia; for after having 
driven Mithridates out of Tontus, taken Amifus and Eupatoria, and re- 
duced moll of the reft of that kingdom, he h was returned thither, and 
finding that this province had fallen under great diforders and oppreflions 
from the iniquity of ufurers, and publicans, he employed a great part of 
this year in reforming them ; and he took fuch wife order herein, as ef- 
fectually removed all thefe nlifchiefs, and wrought a thorough cure of 
them, whereby he gained to fo great a degree the efteem and afFedHon of 
the provincials, that they inftituted games in his honour called Lucullia, 
which they annually celebrated for feveral years after ; and he gained at the 
fame time no lefs honour and reputation among the neighbouring nations 
both to himfelf and all the Roman people for his juftice in this- proceed- 
ing. But the Roman ufurers and publicans , whofe lucre was much 
abridg'd hereby, haftening to Rome with accufations againft him on this 
account, there clamoured fo loud againft him among the people, as firft 
to beget in them that mifiike of him, which being afterwards improved 
by other falfe rumours, became the caufe that he was at length recalled 
much fooner than otherwife he would have been, and another fent in his 
ftead to reap the laurels of his vi&ories. 

War being declared againft Tigranes, 'Lucullus haften'd back again 
into Tontus for the profecuting of it ; and having there made himfelf ma- 
fter of Synope, he reftored both that and jlmifus to their liberties, and 
made them free cities. After this having left Sornatius one of his gene- 
rals with fix thoufand men to keep Tontus in order, with the reft of his 
army, confifting of twelve thoufand foot, and three thoufand horfe, he 
marched thorough Cappadocia to the Euphrates, and having pafled that 
river in the midft of winter, he continued his courfe to the Tigris, and 
having pafled that river alfo, marched directly to Tigranocerta, k which lay 
a little beyond it, there to fall upon Tigranes in his metropolis, whither he 
was newly returned from Syria : For he having put one to death for telling 
him of Lucullus's firft march towards him, no one durft tell him any more 
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Of it, till h6 was now arrived alm'oft to the' very doors of his palace : And 
hence it was that Lncullus had paffed thtfdugh fo great a length of Arme- 
nia without any oppofitibri to hinder his Fftfogrefs, till he arrived lb nigh to 
the royal city. 

A little before this irivafibn of Armenia, by the Romans m Alexandra 
Queen of Judaa fell fick and died , being then feventy three years old. 
She was a Princefs of great wifdorh, and had (he not gone in too much to 
the Tharifees, or could flie polfibly have avoided doing fo, no exceptions 
could have been made to her government. Salome the widow of Arifto- 
bultis, the elder brother of Alexander, " having according to Jofephus been 
called alfo Alexandra by the Greeks, this hath made ° fome think, that this 
Alexandra and ihe were one and the fame perfon,- and that Alexander afcer 
Ariftobulus^ death married her according to the Jeivifh law to raife up 
feed to his brother ; but the birth of HyrcdnUs, who is every where own- 
ed to be her fon by Alexander, proves the contrary : For he was born of 
her at leaft five years before the death of Ariftobulus, and therefore Ihe 
could hot have been Ariftobtiius'% widow, and afterwards married to Alex- 
ander, but muft have been his wife at lead fix years before, if not longer. 
That Hyrcdntis was born of her five years before- the death of Ariftobulus 
is proved from the age which he Was of at the time of his death : For that 
happening in the thirtieth year before Chfift, he was then according p to 
Jofephus above eighty; fuppbflng him to have been eighty one, this will 
carfy up the time Of his birth to the year before Chriji one hundred and 
eleven, which was juft five years be'for6 Ariftobulus died. 

As fdon as Ariftobulus the younger fon of Alex htidra faw his mother Was 
pail recovery, having torig reTblved to feiie the crown on her death* ihe 
privately iri ifherftghtjleft Jtrufht&ti y \ taking only one fervant with him, 
dtid repaired td the eaftles in which by His procurement his father's friends 
had been" placed in garTifdrri %f whom he" -wds gladly received ; aild in fif- 
teen days time two Jttid twenty of thefe' fortreffes one after another put 
thefhfelve's int6 h'l§ harids, arid thereby itHey made him in a manner mdfter 
of aU the reft ^f the ftrerigth of the kihgdGm: And at the fame tirjoe the 
army and the ^edple were ready to declare-for him, as being weary of the 
oppreflive adminiftration of the Tbarifies, who had the government bf all 
publick stffeiW ; under Qtlfcen Alexandra^ For they had managed it ,with 
rMeli leyeti^fifia -infbtehfce',- -statl with fo great ah aim, of revenge againft 
their enemies of the contrary '^faftion ^ as Was fbarce. any longer tolerable: 
And therefor^ on this oeeafioh Afifkbultissxte flocked to of all fides,; , as 
ehb who-thfey kfiew would' put' an ehd to. thefe mens tyranny, which they 
£©uld have fid hope df fr&ffi-Hjp-cari&s $ who was bred up by his mother 
2*%- tkotoQ^f devbtidri ta^thar fea, fo: which ihe had been always addift- 
M: Arid%fi&gs, c had toe been dtherwife;hehad neither fpirit no£ capacity 
&tterriptiiig Of their.^elifefi! as bfeirig k dull indolent man* of fro, activity 
8f* ^liektiori^alia of Utile itinderftanaing^iJ However when' the./ ^barjfees 
&w how Arlffifodliti prevftiiaJy they beirtg g^t^diftufcbed. at it got, fiyr* 
?'a%B at tSeiieka 6f therhY'ahd Went fees the;dying Queen to acquaint-her 
how-the- eaf e flood } and to-pray her direftionand alfiftance in it, _Herjn- 
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fwer to them was, that (he was not in a condition any more to charge her 
felf with fuch affairs, and therefore remitted all to their management, and 
foon after died, leaving Hyrcanus her eldeft fon heir of all £he had ; who 
accordingly on her death took pofleffion of the throne, and the Tharifees 
did their utmoft to fecure him in it. As foon as Ariftobulus had left Je- 
rufaletn, they had procured that his wife and children, whom he had left 
there behind him, were Ihut up in the caftle of Baris, there to be referved 
as hoftages againft him. But this not flopping his courfe they 1 got ready 
an army, and he as foon got ready another, and near Jericho it came to a 
decifive battel between them, in which molt of the forces of Hyrcanus 
going over to his brother, he was forced to flee to Jerufalem, and there 
fhut himfelf up in the caftle Baris, where the wife and children of Ari- 
ftobulus were kept as his prifoners ; and thofe that adhered to him took 
fancf uary within the verge of the temple. But they foon after going over 
to Ariftobulus alfo, this forced Hyrcanus to come to terms with him, by 
which it was agreed that Ariftobulus mould have the crown and the high- 
priefthood, and that Hyrcanus making full refignation of both , mould be 
contented to live a private life under the protection of his brother upon 
his own private fortunes ; which he willingly enough fubmitted to, as be- 
ing a man that loved his own eafe and quiet more than any thing elfe. 
And thus he quitted the government, after he had held it only three months ; 
and with it ended the tyranny of the Tharifees, which from the death of 
King Alexander Jannaus they had exercifed over that nation. 

JOSETHVS* tells us that it was in the third year of the 177 th olym- 
piad, Hortenfius and j£. Metellns Creticus being then confuls at Rome* 
that Hyrcanus began his reign ; and * in another place, that it was in the 
I79 t!l olympiad, Cains Ant onius and M. Tullius Cicero being then confuls, 
that Jerufalem was taken by Tompey, and Ariftobulus depofed ; according 
to which account from the death of Alexandra, where Hyrcanus begun 
his reign, to the time when Ariftobulus ended his, there muft have inter- 
vened fix years, fo much time having elapfed from the firft of thefe two 
confulates to the other : And therefore thefe two brothers taking the times 
of their reigns both together, muft have reigned at leaft fix years. But 
Jofephus affigning no more than three months to Hyrcanus, and no more 
than " three years and fix months to Ariftobulus, both thefe put together 
make no more than three years and nine months, and therefore in one of 
thefe two particulars there muft be an error ; that is, either in that which 
afligns no more than three months to Hyrcanus, or elfe in that which ai- 
figns no more than three years and fix months to Ariftobulus .- For either 
the one or the other of them muft have reigned longer to make up the 
time, which according to the interval of the confulates above mentioned 
muft be afligned to both. Archbifliop V/hers opinion is, w that the error 
is in the former of thefe particulars, that is, that in the place in Jojepbus, 
where we read that Hyrcanus reigned only three months, it ought to be 
three years, and that it was fo in the original ; but that there the Greek 
word for months crept in inftead of that which is for years, by the error 
of fome fcribe that wrote out the copy. Another x learned man to folve 
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this difficulty, thinks that Hyrcanus, though outed of the kingdom , yet 
held the high-priefthood till his flight to Gretas, which will be hereafter 
mentioned ; and that the three years and fix months, which Jojephus af- 
figns to Ariftobulus, are to be understood only of the time after his flight, 
when Ariftobulus according, to this author, fir It added the pontifical tiara to 
his crown, and took the high-prielthood alfo : So that by the three years 
and fix months afligned to Ariftobulus we are to underftand, according to 
this author, only the time in which he held the high-prielthood, and not 
the whole of his reign. But neither of thefe fuppofitions can hold good ; 
not the former, becaufe Jofephus, from whom alone we have this relation 
of Hyrcanus\ quitting the crown to his brother , fets forth that matter as 
tranfadted immediately after the death of Alexandra., and therefore the 
putting of it at three years diftance feems utterly inconfiftent with that hi- 
ftory : And as to the other fuppofition , it's plain from the fame Jofephus, 
that when Hyrcanus refigned the kingdom, he refigned the high-priellhood 
alfo ; and that all the while Ariftobulus held the one, he held the other to- 
gether with it. It feems moft likely therefore that the error was in the fe- 
cond particular, which affigns to Ariftobulus only three years and fix months, 
and that here the fcribe made the miftake by writing three years inftead of 
fix : For that fix years at leaft muft have intervened between the death of 
Alexandra znd the depofing of Ariftobulus, and that Hyrcanus reigned on- 
ly three months hath been already fhewn ; and therefore the remainder 
muft belong to the reign of Ariftobulus. The whole of the matter I take 
to have been thus ; in the beginning of the confulate of Hortenfius and 
<2>. Metellus Creticus, who entered that office at Rome about v the middle 
of our October, Hyrcanus on the death of Alexandra took the crown, and 
held it three months, that is, till about the middle of our January , and 
from that time Ariftobulus reigned fix years and fix months, that is, till 
about the time of our Midfammer in the feventh year, and then M. Tul- 
lius Cicero and Caius Antonlus being confuls, he was depofed by *Pompey, 
and Hyrcanus was again reftored, and this feventh year is the firft of thole 
twenty four years during which Hyrcanus is faid after that restoration to 
have held the government of the kingdom, and the pontificate together: 
And therefore the error of the fcribe muft have been in putting three years 
and fix months, inftead of fix years and fix months for the reign of Ari- 
ftobulus ; and not in putting of three months inftead of three years for the 
reign of Hyrcanus. And it is an argument for this opinion, that a miftake 
in putting three months for three years muft be made by the change of 
words, that is of months for years; but a miftake in putting three years 
for fix years is made by the change of a numerical letter only : For a mi- 
ftake by the change of a numerical letter may eafily be made, but not fo 
by the change of one word for another, efpecially when the words have 
no fimilitude the one with the other as in the prefent cafe. But in obje- 
ction hereto it may be faid , that Jofephus doth not in one place alone 
(that is the 14 th book of his Antiquities, chap, n.) alfign three years only 
to Ariftobulus, but after that in another place (that is in the zo th book of 
the faid Antiquities, chap. 8.) doth the fame, and that therefore what is 
faid in the former place is confirmed by what is faid in the latter. In an- 
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fwer hereto I acknowledge, it would be fo, did both places agree with each 
other, which they do not : For in the firft of thefe two places it is three 
years and fix months, and in the latter three years and an equal number of 
months, that is three months : But three years and fix months, and three 
years and three months do not agree ; and therefore thefe two places can- 
not be faid by their agreement to confirm each other. It is not to be doubt- 
ed but that they did both agree in the original copy of the author, and the 
true way again to reftore this agreement is to find out where the error is, 
which will beft be difcovered by comparing thefe two places together ; 
and this will afford another argument to prove, that in both places it ought 
to be fix years and not three. For if fix months in the firll place be the 
true reading (as I think it certainly is) then thefe words in the fecond 
place land an equal number of mouths'] muft imply juft as many months in 
this place as are exprelfed in the other, that is fix months ; and then as in 
this place the months mult be fix, fo muft the years be fix alfo, otherwife 
their numbers will not be equal to each other ; and if this proves the years 
in the fecond place to be fix, it will prove them to be fix alfo in the firfl:, 
and hereby the errors will be correct ed in both ; and each of them being 
made by this correction fix years and fix months, each will be made to 
agree with each other, and both belt to accord with the feries of the hi- 
ftory that is related concerning this matter. It may be faid in oppofition 
hereto, that 7 three years in the kit place is exprefled by words at length, 
and not by a numerical letter as in the firfl:, and herein I have allowed a 
miftakc is not fo eafily made. The anfwer hereto is, that the alteration 
in this laft place feems not to be made by cafual miftake, but by defign. 
I take the whole to have been done in manner as followeth : The numerical 
letter for fix before the word years in the firfl; place of Jofephus above men- 
tioned being by the cafual miftake of fome tranferiber changed into the 
numerical letter for three, when it had gone fo for fome time in other co- 
pies tranfCribed from it, fome critic, to make Jofephtis agree with himfelf 
in both places, inftead of mending the firfl: place,- where the error was, by 
the fecond, altered the fecond where there was no error to make it ac- 
cord with the firfl:, and thereby brought error into both; altho' in that 
very place, when he had there made it three years, by leaving in thefe 
words that followed {and an equal number of months'] he made by that al- 
teration the fame difagreement in the months which he mended in the 
years, and by this blunder difcovered the error of his emendation, and 
thereby alfo left fufficient light, whereby to guide us for the fetting of the 
whole again at rights. For if both places muft be made to agree with each 
other (as it is not to be doubted but that at firft both did) then as fix 
months are exprefled in the firft place, fo fix months muft be implied by 
the expreflion above mentioned in the fecond place ; and if fix months 
Were there originally implied in it, it muft infer the words immediately 
preceding to have been originally fix years alfo, and not three as in our 
prefent copy : For as fix years can have none but fix months, fo fix months 
can have none but fix years in that place of equal number with them. And 
therefore as it muft be read fix years and fix months in the firft place, fo 
alfo muft it be read fix years and an equal number of months in the fecond 
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place; and this will make all agree in both places, that is each with the 
other, and both with what is written in the hiftory mentioned concerning 
the reign of thefe two brothers. 
An 69- TIG RAJStE S having found by the declaration of Clodius, that war was 
Arifto- intended againft him by Lucullus, on his return into Armenia from his Sy~ 
buius II. r - an expedition a admitted Mithridates into conference with him, that con- 
*' fulting together about the operations of the enfuing war, they might agree 
on fuch methods as they mould judge propereft for the profecuting of it 
with the bell advantage for the common intereft of both. The remit 
hereof was, Mithridates was fent back into Tontus with ten thoufand horfe 
in order there to get together more forces, and return again with them to 
the affiftance of Tigranes in cafe LucuUits mould invade Armenia. .- And in 
the interim ^Tigranes remaining utTigranocerta, there gave out his orders, 
and fent them through all his dominions for the railing of a very numerous 
army for this war ; but before they could all come together Lucullus wa, 
advanced near upon him as hath been above mentioned. The mil that 
durft tell him of this, after his putting to death the fir ft meffengcr of this 
invafion, was Mithrobarzanes one of his chief favourites, who had for his 
reward the commiffion of oppofing the invader, in the execution of which 
he perilhed : For he being immediately on his giving the King this intelli- 
gence fent forth with an army, and commanded to take Lucullus alive 
and bring him prifoner, to him, as if the thing were as eafily to be done as 
faid, was cut off in the attempt, and molt of his forces with him. Here- 
on Tigranes left Tigranocerta, and fled to mount Taurus, ordering all his 
forces there to rendezvous to him. In the interim Lucullus laid liege to 
Tigranocerta, and by his lieutenants fent abroad with detachments from 
the main army did cut' off feveral parties of Tigranes's forces, as they were 
marching from their feveral quarters to the place of general rendezvous. As 
foon as Tigranes had gotten all his army together, to the number of about 
three hundred and lixty thoufand men of all forts, he marched with it to 
the relief of Tigranocerta: Whereon c Lucullus leaving Muraua with fix 
thoufand men to continue the liege, marched with the reft of his forces 
to meet the enemy ; and altho' he fcarce reached the twentieth part of 
their number, yet with thefe only he fought this numerous' army, and got 
an abfolute victory over them, flaying great numbers of them, and putting 
the reft to flight, and Tigranes himfelf hardly efcaped : So that it is re- 
marked of this battel, that the Romans A never at any other time fought an 
enemy with a force fo much inferior in number, or d ever was there a more 
glorious victory obtained by them. Tigranes in his flight met with Mithri- 
dates coming out of Tontus to his relief: He had heard of his march toward 
him before the battel, but making fure of vanquifhing the enemy, haften'd 
to fight before his arrival, that he might not fliare with him in the glory of 
the vicfory ; but inftead of this he came only to take his part in the grief 
and regret for the lofs of it. However finding Tigranes much dejefted 
under this misfortune he comforted him as much as he could , and gave 
him the belt advice for the repairing of his fliatter'd fortunes that they 
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were -capable of. Whereon Tigranes, as a man utterly confounded under 
the fenfe of the calamity he was fallen into by the late overthrow remit- 
ted all to the direction and management of Mithridates, as one better ex- 
perienced in the affairs of war, and better acquainted with the Roman 
way of managing it. The refolutions taken in their confutations were 
to get together another army with all the fpeed, and by all the means 
they were ablei In order hereto they went round the coufttrey to raife 
more forces, and at the fame time fent to all the neighbouring nations to 
pray their affiftance, efpecially to the Tarthians, who lay neareft to them* 
and by the greatnefs of their power were beft able to help thern in this 
diftrefs. And the letter which Mithridates on this occafion wrote to 
e Ar faces King of Tart hid is ftill extant in the fourth book of the frag- 
ments of the general hiftory of Salhift. In the interim LncuUus ma.de him- 
felf matter of Tigranocerta, where he found vaft treafures, among which 
were eight thouland talents of coined money. And whereas this city had 
been planted with colonies forcibly brought thither out of Cappadocia, 
Cilicia, and other places, as hath been above related, Luculius on his ta- 
king of it f gave all thefe liberty again to return to their former habitati- 
ons, which all gladly accepting of; Trigauocerta from a great city was on 
a fudden reduced to a fmall village, and no more made any figure in that 
countrey. Had « Luculius immediately after this purfued Tigranes, and 
not given him the opportunity of raifing new forces, he mult either have 
taken him prifoner, or driven him out of the countrey, and thereby put an 
end to the war. His omitting to do this difpleafed the Romans as well in 
the camp as in the city at home, as if his neglect herein had been out of 
defign to draw out the war for the continuing of himfelf the longer in 
command; and the difcontent, which was hereby created againft him, 
gave the jufteft reafon for that refolution, which was taken hereupon of 
fending him a fuccefTor, though it was not executed till two years after. 

Among other methods taken by Tigranes for the bringing of another 
army into the field againft Luculius, one was h he recalled Megadates out 
of Syria, ordering him to come with all the forces he had in that coun- 
trey for his afliltance at this pinch. Whereon Syria being left naked 
i Antiochus Afiaticus the fon of Antiochus Eufebes, to whom of right the 
inheritance of that countrey belonged, as being the next furviving heir of 
the Seleucian family, took poffeflion of fome parts of it, and there quiet- 
ly reigned k four years without the leaft contradiction or disturbance from 
Luculius or any one elfe. But when Tompey came into Syria he took 
from him what Luculius had allowed him to enjoy, and reduced that 
countrey into the form of a Roman province. 

B v thefe means Tigranes and Mithridates 1 having gotten together an yt n 6g 
army of feventy thoufand choice men, and exercifed them in the Roman Arifto- 
way of fighting, about the middle of the fummer took the field with them. bulus IL 
But ftrongly encamping themfelves on all their movements in advantagi- 2 ' 
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ous places, where they could not be attacked, and not being to be drawn 
by Lucullus to hazard another battel by all the means he made ufe of for 
this purpofe, they rhuft at length have worn him out of the countrey for 
want of provifions ; which being what they aimed at by this delay, Lu- 
cullus found it neceflary to break their meafures herein, and at length re- 
folved on an expedient, which effectually accomplifhed it. For Tigranes 
having left his wives and children at Artaxata, the old metropolis of Ar- 
menia, and there depofited the mod and beft of his effects and treafures, 
m Lucullus fet himfelf and all his army on a march thither for the taking 
of that place, concluding that Tigranes would not bear this, but forthwith 
march after him for the preventing of it, and thereby give him the op- 
portunity of forcing him to a battel, and fo it accordingly happen'd. For 
as foon as Tigranes knew of Lucullus\ defign, he immediately made after 
him with all his army to hinder the execution of it, and in four days 
time having by long marches gotten before him took poft on the farther 
fide of the river Arfamia, over which Lucullus was to pafs in his way to 
Artaxata, refolving there to oppofe his farther progrefs, which brought it 
to a battel between them, in which the Romans again obtained a very lignal 
victory. There were "three Kings prefent in this battel in the Armenian 
Army, of which Mithridates behaved himfelf the worft. For not being 
able to bear the fight of the Roman legions, as foon as they came on to 
the afiault, he turned his back and fled, which did call fuch a damp upon 
the whole army, that they all loft their courage hereon, and this became 
the caufe that they loft the battel alfo. Lucullus after this victory would 
have continued his march to Artaxata, the taking of which would have 
put an end to the war, but it lying at the diftance of many days march 
to the north, and winter coming on with fnowy and tempeftuous weather, 
his foldiers weary of the fatigues of fo incommodious a campaign would 
follow him no farther into thofe cold regions ; whereon being forced to 
yield to this neceflity he ° marched back to the fouthward, and pafling 
mount Taurus entered into Mefopotamia, and having taken the ftrong city 
of Nifibis there put his army into winter quarters. In thefe quarters that 
fpirit of mutiny firft began to appear in Lucullus s army, which hinder'd 
him from doing any farther fervice with it after that time.' Tublius Clo- 
dim brother of Lucullus's wife was the prime incendiary of this diforder, 
for reafons which will be hereafter mentioned. In the interim p Mithri- 
dates with four thoufand men of his own and four thoufand more which 
he received from Tigranes, was returned into Tontus, and had there van- 
quiftied Fabius, and diftrefled Triarius and Sornatius, Luctillus's Lieu- 
tenants in thofe parts. 
An. 67. h ere on 1 Lucullus with fome difficulty at length prevailed with his 
buius°ll. mutinous army to march out of their quarters for their relief. But they 
3- came too late for it; for Triarim before their arrival having rafhly en- 
gaged in battel with Mithridates r was vanquiftied with the lofs of leven 
thoufand of his men, among whom were an hundred and fifty centurions, 
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and twenty four military tribunes, which made this overthrow one of the 
moll: confiderable blows, that the Romans had in many years received. On 
Lucnllnss arrival he found the dead bodies lying on the field of battel, 
but s neglecting to bury them this farther exafperated his foldiers againft 
him. After this the 'fpirit of mutiny prevailed fo much among them, that 
thenceforth retaining no more regard to him as their general they treat- 
ed him only withinfolence and contempt on all occafions, altho' he went 
from tent to tent, and almoft from man to man to entreat them to march 
out againft Mithridates and Tigranes (who taking the advantage of this 
diforder, the former of them had recovered 'Pontus, and the other was 
then harraffing CappadociaJ yet he could not get them to ffir. All that 
he could obtain of them was, that they would ftay with him all the en- 
fuing fummer, but would not move out of the camp for any military action, 
under his command ; and they had received accounts from Rome of fome 
votes there paifed to the difadvantage of Lucuttus, which encouraged them 
herein. So that he was forced to lye flill in his camp, and fuffer the ene- 
my to range over the countrey without being able to do any thing to op- 
pofe them. And thus the cafe flood with him, till Tompey being fent by 
the people of Rome to fucceed him in the management of this war arrived 
to take it out of his hands. 

This happen'd in the beginning of the next year. For "then Tompey A*. 66. 
coming into Galatia with his commiffion from the Romans, LucttUtu there ^ r 1 ifto I "j 
delivered over the army to him, and returned to Rome, leaving his fuc- 4 " US 
ceilbr to reap the laurels of his victories. He w carried with him a great 
number of books, which he had gathered together out of the fpoils of this 
war, and with them he erected a great library at Rome, which he made 
free for the ufe of all learned men, who in great numbers after this re* 
forted to his houfe for it, and there they always found a kind, and gene- 
rous entertainment. 

T O MT E T on his firft entring on this war "drew into alliance and 
confederacy with him Thraates, who had the year before fucceeded in 
the kingdom of Tarthia; and alfo Tnade an offer of peace to Mithri- 
dates, but he reckoning himfelf as fure of the friend /hip and affiftance of 
Thraates would not hearken to the propofal. But when he heard Tom- 
pey had been before-hand with him as to Thraates, he fent ambafTadors 
to Tompey to treat about it. But Tompefs preliminaries being, that he 
mould forthwith lay down his arms, and deliver up to him all deferters, 
this had like to have raifed a mutiny in his army. For there being in it a 
great number of deferters, they could not bear the mention of their being 
delivered up to Tompey, nor the reft of the army to be deprived of their 
affiftance in the war. Whereupon to quiet this matter Mithridates was 
forced to pretend to them, that his ambalfadors were fent with no other in- 
tention, than to fpy out the ftrength and ttate of the Roman army, and 
alfo at the fame time to fwear to them, that he would never make peace 
with the Romans, either on thefe or any other terms whatfoever. And 
indeed he was now better furnifhed for the war, than he had been for 
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tnany years before. For the mutiny of LucuUus's foldiers having hinder'd 
him ffom entering on any aftion of war all the laftyear, * Mithridates took 
the advantage hereof to recover moft of his loft kingdom, and there had 
gotten together another well appointed army for the farther profecution 
of the nar , and thinking that the wearing out of the Romans by delays, 
and diftreffing them in obftrufting their fupplies of provisions, was the 
readieft way to vanquiih them» he for fome time followed this method, 
wailing the countrey before them, and refufing to fight. And he had in 
part the fuccefs he propofed ; for Tompey was hereby fo far diftrefied, that 
he was forced to remove out of Tontus and Cappadocia into the letter Ar~ 
tngnion for the better furniftiing of his army with provifions, and other ne- 
ceflaries for their fubfiftence, and Mithridates followed after him thither 
for the carrying on there alfo of the fame methods of diftrefling him. But 
while he was thus endeavouring it in that countrey, 3 he was there furprized 
by yP.omp.ey in a night march, and utterly vanquiflied with the lofs of the 
major part of his army, and himfelf hardly efcaping was forced to flee 
northward beyond the fprings of the Euphrates for the feeking of his fafe- 
ty. Whereon Tompey b having ordered the building of a new city in the 
place, where this victory was gained, which in commemoration of it he 
called Nicopolis, i. e. the city of victory left there for the inhabiting of 
it fuch of his foldiers as were wounded, fick, aged, or otherwife difabled 
for the fatigues of war; and then marched with the reft into the greater 
Armenia againft Tigranes, as being a confederate of Mithridates in this 
war againft the Roman people. 

Ax this time Tigranes was at f war with his fon of the fame name. It 
hath been before mentioned that he married Cleopatra the daughter of 
Mithridates : By her e he had three fons, two of which he had on light oc~ 
cafions put to death ; whereon Tigranes the third of them not thinking his life 
fafe within the power of fo cruel a father, A fled to Thraates King of Tar- 
thia, whofe daughter he had married, who brought him back into Arme- 
nia with an army, and laid fiege to Artaxata the capital of the kingdom. 
But rinding the place ftrong and well provided with all neceflaries long to 
hold out, he left his fon-in-law there with one part of the army to carry on 
the fiege, and returned intoT arthia with the other : Whereon Tigranes the 
father falling on his fon with all his power, got a thorough victory over him, 
and drove him out of the countrey. In this diftrefs he purpofed to betake 
himfelf to Mithridates his grandfather, but meeting in his way to him the 
news of his defeat, and that therefore no help was to be had from him, e he 
fled to the Roman camp, and there by way of a fupplicant caft himfelf into 
the hands of Tompey ; who received him very kindly and was glad of his 
coining: For being then on his march into Armenia, he needed one that 
knew the countrey to be his guide in it ; and therefore making ufe of him 
for this purpofe, marched under his guidance directly toward Artaxata. 
At the news whereof e Tigranes being much terrified, as not being fuffici- 
entty provided to refill the power that was coming againft him, refolved 
to caft himfelf upon the generofity and clemency of the Roman general, 
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and to make way for it fent to him the ambafTadors of Mithridates ; for 
Mithridates on his late defeat f fent. ambafTadors to him to dellre refuge in 
his countrey, and his help for the repairing of his lofs: But Tigranes not 
only denied him his help, and all admiflion in his countrey, but alfo feized 
his ambafTadors, and call them into prifon, and did let a price of an hun- 
dred talents upon the head of Mithridates himfelf, mould he be any where 
found within his dominions; pretending for all this that it was by his in- 
fliction that his fon was in rebellion againfl him, but the true reafon was 
to make way for his reconciliation with the Romans ; and therefore he de- 
livered thefe ambafTadors unto them, and foon after s followed himfelf with- 
out any precaution taken, and entering the Roman camp , resigned both 
himfelf and kingdom to the pleafure and difpofal of Pompey and the Ro- 
mans ; and in the doing hereof debafed himfelf to fo mean and abject an 
humiliation, that as foon as he appeared in the prefence of Pompey, he 
plucked his crown or royal Tiara from off his head, and caft himfelf pro- 
ftrate on the ground before him. Pompey hereon much commiferating 
his cafe, leaped from his feat, and kindly taking him by the hand lifted him 
up, put his crown again upon his head, and placed him on a feat at his 
right hand, and his fon on another at his left ; and having appointed the 
next day for the hearing of his caufe , invited him and his fon that night 
to fup with him : But the fon refufing to come, out of difpleafure to his 
father, and negle6ting to fhew him any refpecf, or to take the leaft notice 
of him at the interview, he much offended Pompey by this conduct. How- 
ever on having heard the caufe he did not wholly neglecf his intereft; for 
after having decreed that King Tigranes mould pay the Romans fix thou- 
fand talents for making war upon them without caufe, and yield up to them 
all his conquefts on this fide the Euphrates., he ordered that he fhould flill 
reign in his paternal kingdom of Armenia the greater, and his fon in Gor- 
dena and Sophena (two provinces bordering on At-menia) during his fa- 
ther's life-time, and iucceed him in all the reft of his dominions after his 
death, referving to the father out of Sophena the treafure which he had 
there depofited, without which he would not have been able to pay the 
mul<St of fix thoufand talents impofed on him. Tigranes the father joyfully 
accepted thefe terms, being glad even thus to be again admitted to reign : But 
the fon having entertained expectations that were not anfwered by this de- 
cree, was highly difpleafed at it, and made an attempt to have fled for the 
raifingof new disturbances : Whereon Pompey put a guard upon him, and 
on his refufal to permit his father to take away his treafure in Sophena caft 
him into prifon, and afterwards on his being detected to have folicited the 
nobility of Armenia to renew the war, and alfo the Parthians to join in 
it, Pompey put him among thofe whom he referved for his triumph, and 
after that triumph left him in prifon, whereas moft of the other captives,, 
after they had born their part in that fhew, were releafed , and again fent 
home into their own countries. Tigranes the father after the receipt of his 
treafure out of Sophena paid the fix thoufand talents, in which Pompey had 
mulcted him, and added over and above a donative to the Roman army, giv- 
ing every common foldier fifteen drachms, each centurion a thoufand, and 
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each military tribune ten thoufand, whereby he obtained to be declared a 
friend and an ally of the Roman people. 

TO MT ET having thus compofed matters in Armenia , h marched 
northward after Mithridates. On his coming to the river Cyrus he was 
oppofed by the Albanians and the Iberians, two potent nations dwelling 
between the Cafftan and the Euxine feas, and confederates of Mithrida- 
tes, but having overcome them in battel, he forced the Albanians to fue 
for peace, and having granted it to them wintered among them. 
An. 6,-. Early the next year after '' he marched againft the Iberians, a warlike 
buiu °II nat ^ on ' which had never yet yielded to any fuperior, but had always held 
y UUb ' out againrt the Medians, Terjians, and Macedonians, and fubmitted to 
neither of them during all the time that they in fucceffion one after the 
other held the empire of AJia. Tompey, altho' he found fome difficulties 
in this war, yet foon mattered them, and forced the Iberians to terms of 
peace. After his having reduced the people of Colchis alfo to a fubmiffion 
to him, and taken Olthaces their King prifoner (whom he afterwards cauf- 
ed to be led before him in his triumph) he marched back again upon the 
Albanians, who while he was engaged with the Iberians and Colchians had 
renewed the war; but having overthrown them in battel with a great 
(laughter, and (lain therein Cofis the brother of k Orodes their King, who 
commanded the army, he thereby forced Orodes to purchafe the renewal 
of the laft year's peace by large gifts , and alfo to fend his fons to him as 
hoftages for the keeping of it. 

In the interim 1 Mithridates having wintered at T>iofcurias (a place m up- 
on the Euxine fea, and there fituated in the farthest part of the Ifthmus 
which lies between that fea and the Cafpian) n early the next fpring did fet 
out from thence for the countrey of the Cimmerian Bofphorus, n making 
his way thither through feveral Scythian nations that lay between, obtain- 
ing his paflage of fome of them by fair means, and of others by force. This 
° kingdom of the Cimmerian Bofphorus is the fame which is now the coun- 
trey of the Crim Tartars, and was then a province of the empire of Mi- 
thridates. He had p placed one of his fons called Machares there to reign ; 
but this young Prince having been hard prefled upon by the Romans, while 
they lay at the fiege of Sinope, and had then by their fleet the maftery of 
the Euxine fea (which lay between that city and the kingdom of Macha- 
res ) he made *> peace with them, and had ever fince maintained the terms 
of it ; by which having much anger'd his father he dreaded his approach, 
and therefore while he was on the way r he fent ambaffadors to him to make 
his peace with him, urging for his excufe, that what he did was by the ne- 
ceffity of his affairs driving him to it, and not by choice : But finding that 
his father was implacable, he endeavoured to make his efcape by fea, but 
being intercepted by men {hips as Mithridates had fent out for this purpofe, 
he flew himfelf to avoid falling into his hands. 
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TOMTET having finiftied his war in the north, and finding it impra- 
flicable,to purfue Mithridates any farther that way, led back his army again 
into the fouthern parts, and s in his way thither having fubdued Darius 
King of Media, and, Antiochus. King of Commagena, he ' came into Syria, 
and having " by Scaurus reduced Ccele-Syria and T>amajcus, and w by Ga- 
binius all the reft of thofe parts as far as the Tigris, he made himfelf ma- 
iler of all the Syrian empire; whereon* 'jintiochus Afiat tens the fon of An- 
tiochus Eufebes the remaining heir of the Seletician family, who by the per- 
million of Lucullus had now for four years reigned in fbme part of that 
countrey, after Tigranes had been forced to withdraw his forces from it, 
applied to him to defire to be re-eftablifhed in the kingdom of his fore- 
fathers: But Tompey refilling to hearken to him fhipp'd him of all his do- 
minions, and reduced them into the form of a Roman province. And 
thus at the fame time when Tigranes was permitted to reign in Armenia, 
who had much damaged the Roman intereft by a long war, Antiochus was 
fhipp'd of all, who never did them any hurt, or ever deferved any ill from 
them. The reafons given for it were, that the Romans had taken this 
countrey by conqueft from Tigranes, and therefore were not to lofe the 
fruits of their victory ; and that Antiochus was a weak Prince of no cou- 
rage or capacity to protect that countrey, and that therefore the putting 
of it into his hands would be to betray it to the ravages and depredations 
of the Jews and Arabs, which Tompey could not confent to: And there- 
fore y Antiochus being thus deprived of his crown, was reduced to a private 
condition of life. And here ended the empire of the Seleucida in AJia, 
after it had there lafted two hundred fifty eight years. 

While thefe things were a doing by-the Romans, there happen'd great 
disturbances and revolutions in Egypt and judaa : For in Egypt the Alex an- 
drians being weary of Alexander their King, rofe in a mutiny againft him, and 
2 drove him out of the kingdom, and 3 called Ttolemy Auletes to the crown. 
He was the baftard fon oi'Ttolemy Lathyrus : For Lathyrus had b no maleiflue 
by his wife that furvived him, but he had feveral by his concubines ; one of 
which was c that Ttolemy who. had the kingdom of Cyprus after his father's 
death, and there reigned till injurioufly deprived of it by the Romans, as 
will be hereafter related. Another was d this Auletes ; he was alfo called 
Dionyjius Neos, or the new Bacchus; both which names he had from in- 
famous caufes: For he had e much ufed himfelf to play on the pipe, and 
valued himfelf fo much upon his skill herein , that he would expofe him- 
felf to contend for victory in the publick mews ; hence he had the name of 
Auletes, that is, the piper : And f he would often imitate the effeminacies 
of the Bacchanals, and in the fame meafures as they dance their meafures 
in a female drefs ; and hence it was that he was called Dionyjius Neos, or 
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the Wu> Bacchus. He is s reckoned to' have as much exceeded all that 
feigned before him of his race in the-efferttinacy of his- mannefsv as his 
grandfather Thyfion did in the wickeemefs of them. Alexander on his 
eXpulfion * tied to Tompey to pray his affiilahce for his reftoration, and of- 
fered him great gifts, and' prorriifed him more to induce him hereto ; but 
Tompey refufed to meddle with this matter, as being without the limits 
of his commiflion: Whereon * Alexander retired to Tyre, there to Wait a 
more favourable juncture, and foon after died in that city. It is here to 
be remarked that 'Ptolemy the aftronomer in his chronological canon names 
not Alexander at all among the Kings of Egypt, but begins the reign of 
Auletes from the death of Lathyrus, altho' it appears k both from Cicero 
and Suetonius, that Alexander reigned fifteen years between. Perchance 
as ^Ptolemy King of Cyprus had that iflahd immediately on his father's death, 
folikewife Ailletes had at the fame time fome other part of the Egyptian 
empire fot his fliare of it, and for this reafon 'Ptolemy the aitroriomer makes 
him the immediate fucceffbr of Lathyrus, tho' he had not the whole king- 
dom of Egypt' 'till fifteen years after. 

TkE difturbarices which were at this time in Judati, and the revolution 
winch happen'd thereon, had their original from the ambition and afpiring 
fphit Of Ahtipdte* the father of Herod: Of his original' I have fpoken be^ 
fdf eV He having his education in the court of Alexander Jannauf, and 
Alexandrd his Qtieert who reigned after him, there 1 wrought himfelf into 
the good liking of Hyrcanus the eldeft of their fons, hoping to rife by his 
favour when he mould come to the crown after his mother. But when 
Hyrcanus was depofed, zn&Artftobulus made King in his place, thefe mea- 
furesAvhich'he had taken for , hW-advancement were all broken; and his 
engagements in them having render'd him fb obnoxious to Arijiobulm -as 
tb exclude 1 him all profpect of favour from him, he fet himfelf With all 
the draft which he was fignatly endowed with, to repair the fortunes of 
Hyhtdrius, dhd feiftore him again to his crown; in order whereto he treat- 
ed with Areid* King of Arabia Tetraa, and engaged him to help Hyrca- 
nus with sm at thy for the adcomplifhihg of this defign, and had by clande- 
stine apphc'atibns drawn jtt great numbers of the Jews for the promoting 
of the fame purpofe. But his greateft difficulty was to excite' HyYcdnm 
himfelf to the Undertaking; for being a quiet indolehfe rnah, wllb loved 
eafe more than airy thing elfe, he had ho ambition foi' reigning, and there- 
fore had no inclination to fhr a foot for the obtaining of it. But at length 
being made believe that his life ivas in danger, and that hfe had "nothing 
to'ehufe be't^efch reigning- and dying if he ftaid in Judaa,^ was rouzed 
up by this argument to flee for his fafety, and put himfelf into the hands 
of Atetas,' 'Who according to his agreement with Antipaier m brought him 
backjnto Jttdaa with an army of fifty thoufand men, and having there join- 
ed the Jews of Hyrcanm'% party, gave battel to Ariftobulus , and gaining 
aft abfolute victory over hirfiy purfued him to Jerufalem, and entering it 
Without Opposition , drove him with all his party to take refuge in the 
mountain of the temple, and there befieged him, where all the Priefts flood 
by him, but the generality of the people declared for Hyrcanus... This 
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happen'd in the time of their Paflbver, whereon Arijlobulus wanting lambs 
and hearts for the facrifices of that holy folemnity, agreed with the Jews 
that were among the befiegers to furnilh him with them for a fum contract- 
ed : But when they had the money let down to them over the wall, they 
refufed to deliver the facrifices , and thereby impioufly and facrilegioufly 
robbed God of that part of his worihip which was then to have been per- 
formed to him : And at the fame rime they added another very heinous 
wickednefs to this guilt ; for there being then at Jerufalem one Onias a 
man of great reputation for the fancfity of his life, who had been thought 
by his prayers to have obtained rain from heaven in a time of drought, 
they brought him forth into the army ; and, concluding his curfes would 
be as prevalent as his prayers, prciled him to curie Arijlobulus t and all 
that were with him. He long refilled to hearken to them, but at length 
finding no reft from their importunities, he lifted up his hands toward hea- 
ven as ftanding in the midft of them, and prayed thus, " O Lord God, 
« i-ecfor of the univerfe, fince thoi'e that are with us are thy people, and 
" they that are befieged in the temple are thy Priefts , I pray that thou 
" wouldeft hear the prayers of neither of them againit the other:" Here- 
on they that brought him thither w ere fo enraged againlt the good man, 
that they fell upon him with ltones, and Honed him to death. But this 
was foon revenged upon them; for n Scaurus being by this time come to 
Damajcus with a Roman army, Arijlobulus fent thither to him, and by the 
promife of four hundred talents engaged him on his fide. Hyrcanus offer- 
ed him the like fum, but Scaurus looking on Arijlobulus as the more fol- 
vent of the two, and for other reafons taking the better liking to him, chofe 
to embrace his caufe before the other's ; and Gabiuius by a prefent of three 
hundred talents more out of Arijiobulus's purfe was induced to do the fame : 
And therefore they both fent to Arctas to withdraw, threatening him with 
the Roman arms in cafe of refufal. . Whereon Aretas railing the liege, and 
marching off towards his own countrey, Arijlobulus got together all the 
forces he could and purfued after him, and having overtaken him at a place 
called Yapyrion, overthrew him in battel with a great (laughter, in which 
periflied many of the Jews of Hyrcatius's party, and among them Caphaliott 
the brother of Antipater. 

About this time 0 Tompey himfelf came to TDamafcus, where reforted 
to him ambaffadors from all the neighbouring countries , efpecially from 
Egypt and Jtidaa: For the Kings of both thefe countries reigning in them 
by the expulfion of their immediate predecellbrs, thought it their intereft 
to get the Roman power on their fide for the maintaining of their ufurpa- 
tions. For this reafon the ambaffadors from Egypt prefented ^Pompey with 
a crown of gold of the value of four thoufand pieces of gold money, and 
thofe from Jud<ea p with a vine of gold of the value of four hundred ta- 
lents, which was afterwards depofited in the temple of Jupiter in the ca- 
pitol at Rome , and there inferibed as the gift of Alexander King of the 
Jews. It feems they would not own Arijlobulus to be King, and there- 
fore did put his father's name upon it inftead of his. While Tompey 
was in thefe parts 1 there came to him no fewer than twelve Kings to 
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make their court to him , and were all feen at the fame time attending 
upon him. 

But many fortreffes and ftrong places in Tentus and Cappadocia ftiU 
holding out for Mithridates, Tompey found it neceflary to march again in- 
to thofe parts to reduce them, which having on his arrival in a great mea- 
fure accompliflied he took up his winter quarters s at Afpis in Tontus. 
Among the places, which he reduced, one 1 called Km], i. e. Henvcaftle, 
was the ftrongeft. There Mithridates had laid a great part of his trea- 
fure, and the beft of his other effects, as reckoning the place impregnable, 
but it was not fo againfl: the Romans. Tompey took the place, and in it 
all that was there depofited. Among other things there found, were the 
private memoirs of Mithridates, which made difcovery of many of his 
transactions, and fecret defigns. And there alfo were found his medicinal 
commentaries, 11 which 'Pompey caufed to be tranflated into Latin by Le~ 
natts a learned grammarian, that was a freed man of his, and they were af- 
terwards publiih'd by him in that language. For among many other extra- 
ordinary endowments, with which this Prince had accomplimed himfelf, 
he was eminently skill'd in the art of phyfick. And particularly it is to be 
remarked of him, that he was the author of that excellent alexipharmical 
medicine, which from his name is now called Mithridate, and hath ever 
fince been in great ufe among phyfieians, and is fo even to this day. 
An. 6 4 . y O M ¥ E T having while he lay at A#is fettled the affairs of the ad- 
Aritio- j aC ent countries, as well as their circumftances would then admit, as fooii 
6 Ulus H ' as the fpring began w returned again into Syria there to do the fame. For 
Mithridates being gotten into the kingdom of Bojphorm on the other 
fide of the Euxin fea, there was no purfuing of him thither by a Roman 
army, but round that fea a great way about through many barbarous Scy- 
thian nations, and feveral defarts, Which was not to be attempted without 
manifeft danger of a total mifcarriage. And therefore all that Tompey 
could do in this cafe * was to order the ftations of the Roman navy in fuch 
manner, as to hinder all fupplies of provifions and other neceffaries from 
being carried to him ; which having taken full care of he thought by this 
method he fhould foon break him, and therefore on his- quitting Tontm 
y he faid he had left behind him againft Mithridates a fiercer enemy than 
the Roman army, that is famine and the want of all neceffaries. That which 
made him fo fond of this march into Syria was 1 a vain and ambitious de- 
fire, which he had of extending his conquefts to the Red-fea. He had 
formerly, while he commanded firft in Africa, and afterwards in Spaith 
carried them on to the weftern ocean on both fides of the Mediterranean, 
and had lately in his Albanian war made them reach as far as the Cafpian 
lea , and if he Could do the fame as to the Red-fia alfo, he thought it 
would corhpleat his glory. On his coming into Syr va he made a Anti&ch, 
and b Stkucia on the Orontes free cities, and £ then continued his march 
to < T>amafcm, intending from thence d to make war upon the Arabians for 
the carrying on of his victories to the Red-Jen. But in his Way thither he 
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made many Hops to examine into the condu&of the princes of thofe parts, 
and to hear the complaints, that were made again/1 them. For in the de- 
clenfion of the Syrian empire many petty princes had fet up»on its ruins, 
and had cantoned themfelves in feveral parts and diftrifts of it, and there 
exercifed great tyranny over their people, and as great depredations on 
their neighbours round them. Thefe Tompey, as he pafled through the 
countrey, fummoned to him, and on hearing their caufes c fome of them 
he confirmed in their toparchies under the condition of becoming tributa- 
ries to the Romans., others he deprived, and fome of them he condemned 
to death for their male-adminiftrations. But . Ttolemy the fon of Men- 
natps Prince of Chalets, who was the worft and wickedeft of them all, 
efcaped by virtue of his money. For having made himfelf very rich with 
his oppreffions upon his people, and his plunders upon his neighbours, he 
prefented Tompey with a thoufand talents, and thereby redeemed both his 
life and his principality, and continued in the enjoyment of both a great 
number of years after. 

O n Tompey's coming into Ccele-Syria f Jlnti pater from Hyrcauus, and 
one Nicodemus from Arifiobulus, addreffed themfelves to him about the 
controverfy that was between thefe two brothers, each of themipraying his 
patronage to the party from which they were delegated. Tompey having 
heard what was faid by them on both fides, difmuTed them with fair words, 
ordering, that both brothers mould appear in perfon before him, promi- 
fmg, that then he would take full cognizance of the whole caufe, and 
determine it as juftice mould direft. At this audience Nicodemus did 
much hurt to the caufe of his mailer, by complaining of the four hundred 
talents which Scaurus, and the three hundred which Gabinius had extort- 
ed from him. For this made them both to be his enemies, and they be- 
ing two of the greater!: men in the army next Tompey, he was afterwards 
influenced by them to the damage of the complainant. But Tompey be- 
ing then intent upon making preparations for his Arabian war could not 
immediately find leifure for this matter, and foon after an occafion hap- 
pen'd, which forced him to lay afide for the prefent whatever he had to 
do in Syria, and march again into Tontus ; it was as followeth, 

Before Tompey left Syria in the former year s there came thither to 
him ambafladors from Mithridates out of Bofphorus with propofals of peace- 
They offered in his behalf, that in cafe he might be allowed to hold his 
paternal kingdom as Tigranes had been, he would pay tribute to the Ro- 
mans for it, and quit to them all his other dominions. To this Tompey 
anfwered, than he lhould then come to him in perfon in the fame manner 
as Tigranes did. This Mithridates would not fubmit to, but offered to 
fend his fons, and fome of his principal friends ; but this not being ac- 
cepted of, he fet himfelf to make new preparations for war with as great 
vigour as at any time before. Tompey having notice hereof found it ne- 
ceflary to haften back again into Tontus to watch his proceedings. On 
his arrival thither b he fixed his refidence for fome time at Ami/us, the 
ancient metropolis of that countrey, and while he continued in that place 
pradifed the fame thing, which he had before blamed in Luculius; for he 
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there * fettled the dominions of Mithridates into provinces, and distributed 
rewards, as if the war had been ended. Whereas Mithridates was then 
Hill alive, and with an army about him for the making of a terrible inva- 
fion into the very heart of the Roman dominions. In the distributing of 
his rewards k he gave the leffer Armenia, with feveral other territories and 
cities adjoining, to T>eiotanis one of the Princes of the Galatians to re- 
compenfe him for his adhering to the Roman intereft during all this war, 
and honoured him with the title of King of thefe countries, whereas be- 
fore he was 1 only a tetrarch among the Galatians. This is the fame King 
'Deiotarus, in whofe behalf Cicero afterwards made m one of his orations. 
And at the fame time n he made Archelaus high-prieft of the moon, the 
great goddefs of the Comanians in c Pontus, with fovereign authority over 
the inhabitants of the place, among whom there were no fewer than fix 
thoufand perfons devoted to the fervice of the goddefs. This Archelaus 
was the fon of that Archelaus, ° who had the chief command of Mithri- 
datcs's forces in Greece dming his firfl: war with the Romans; but after that 
falling into difgrace with his mafter fled to the Romans. And he and his 
fon having from that time adhered to the Roman intereft, and done them 
thereby much fervice in all their wars in Afia, the father being now dead, 
the fon for the reward of both had this high-priefthood of Comana con- 
ferred on him, which made him alfo Prince of that place, and the terri- 
tory belonging thereto. He is the fame who afterwards reigned in Egypt, 
as will be hereafter related. 

While Tompey was thus abfent in Tontus, ? Aretas, King of Arabia 
'Petraa took the advantage of it to infeft Syria, making incurfions and de- 
predations upon feveral parts of it. This •» called Tompey back again into 
that countrey. In his way thither marching by the place, where the bodies 
of the Romans lay dead, that had been flain in the defeat of Triarius, he 
buried them r with great folemnity, which much ingratiated him with the 
army, whofe greateft difguft againft Lncu litis was his having omitted it, 
when he marched by the fame place foon after that defeat. From thence 
Tompey marched into Syria for his carrying on of the Arabian war ac- 
cording to the project above-mentioned. 

In the interim 5 died Mithridates, being driven by his own fon to that 
hard fate of flaying himfelf. Finding no hopes of making peace with the 
Romans upon any tolerable terms, he c refolved to make a defperate ex- 
pedition through the way of Tanuonia and the Tre/itine Alps into Italy it 
felf, and there afTault them, as Hannibal did, at their own doors. In or- 
der hereto he got many forces together out of the Scythian nations for the 
augmenting of his former army, and fent agents to engage the Gauls to 
join with him on his approach to the Alps. But this undertaking contain- 
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jng a march of above two thoufand miles through all thofe countries which 
are now called Tartaria Crimaa, 'Podolia, Moldavia, Walachia, Tranjyl- 
'vania, Hungaria, Stiria, Carinthia, Tyrol and Lumbar dy; and over the 
three great rivers of the Boryjihenes, the 'Danube, and' the To, the thought 
hereof fo frighted his army, that for the avoiding of it they confpired agamft 
him, and made 'Phawiaces his fon their King ; whereon rinding himfelf de~ 
ferted of all, and his fon not to be prevailed upon to let him efcape elfe- 
where, he retired into his apartment, and having there diftributed poifon 
to his wives, his concubines, and daughters, that were then with him, he 
took a dofe of it himfelf, but that not Operating upon him he had rccourfe 
to his fword to complete the work, but failing with that to give himfelf 
fuch a wound as was fufficient to. caufe his death, he was forced to call a 
Gallic foldier unto him, who had then newly broken into the houfe, to 
help difpatch him, and fo died after he had lived feventy two years, and 
reigned fixty of them. He dreaded nothing more than to fall into the 
hands of the Romans, and be led in triumph by them; and therefore for 
the preventing of this he always carried poifon about him, that if he could 
no otherway efcape their hands, he might this way deliver himfelf from 
them. And the apprehenfions, that his fon might deliver him to Tompey 
caufed that at this time he was fo eager to difpatch himfelf; It's common- 
ly faid, that the poifon did not work upon him, becaufe he had by the fre- 
quent taking of his Mithridate fo fortified his body againft all poifons, 
that none could hurt him; but this cannot be true; for Mithridate hath 
no fuch effect againft deadly poifons. Befides • poifons according to their 
different forts operating different ways, that is fbme by corroding, and 
fome by inflaming, and others otherwife, not any one fort- of medicine 
can be .a univerfal antidote againft all bF them. ! 

As to the character of this Prince, he was a very extraordinary perfon, 
both for the greatnefs of his fpirit, and'the endowments of his mind. He 
was naturally of a great Capacity and miderftan dings and had added there- 
to all manner of acquired improvements. For he" was learned in all the 
learning; of thofe times, and alttio' h'ehacl twenty two feveral nations un- 
der Ms dominion, he ""co\ild fpeak to every one of them in their own 
proper language. And he was of that great fagacity, and employed it fo 
effectually ' in the ' observation and' inflection of his affairs', that altho' a 
great number of plots arid confpiracies had from time to time been framed 
againft Mini none of thetn efcaped his difcovery, excepting that in which 
he penAied; He' was a Prince "of great undertakings, -attd^ftho^he fail- 
ed ,in moft of thofe, wherein he had t$ do 'With the Romans, yet his fpi- 
,'r.it never funk with his fortune, but it ever bore him up againft' all his m'if- 
adverttures;', and after, hit greateft lofles his wifdom and Application al- 
ways found means in fome meafure to repair them, and bring him again 
upon the fcene of action; and thus it was With. him to. the laft,, having al- 
ways as often as overthrown, Antdus like, rifen up again with : new vigour 
,to m#nfcuh pt&^cms. And his laft undertaking for the invading of 
Italy fufficiehtly ftiewV that tho' his fortune often forfook- him, yet his 
ftour iieaftr his couragious fpirit, and his enterprifing genius never did. 
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And had not the treafon of his own people at Ml cut him off, perchance 
in the latter part of his life the Romans might have found him a much more 
dangerous enemy to them, than at any time before : Cicero * faith of him 
that he was the greateft of Kings next Alexander. It's certain the Romans 
had never to do with a greater crowned head in all their wars. But his 
vices on the other hand were as great as his virtues. . The chiefeft of them 
and which were moft predominant in him, were his cruelty, his ambition* 
and his lull. His cruelty was lhewn in the murder of his mother and his 
brother, and the great number of his fons and his friends and followers, 
which at feveral times, and often on very flight occafions, he had put to 
death. His ambition was manifefted by his many unjuft invaiions on other 
mens rights for the augmentation of his dominions, and the moft wicked 
methods of treachery, murder and perfidioufnefs, which he often took in 
order hereto. His luft y appeared in the great number of his wives and 
concubines, which he had to ferve it. Wherever he found an handfome 
young woman, he took her unto him into one or other of thefe two forts, 
whereby the number of them became very great. Some of them he car- 
ried with him wherever he went, others he difperfed into his ftrong caftles 
and fortified towns, there to be referved for his ufe, either when he mould 
come that way, or otherwife mould think fit to fend for them. But when 
reduced to any diftrefs 7 he always^poifoned thofe whom he could notfafe- 
ly carry off, or elfe otherwife difpatched them ; and in the fame manner 
in this cafe ufed his filters and his daughters, that none of them might 
fall into the enemies hands. Only 3 one of his wives called Hypjicratia al- 
ways accompanied him, wherever he was forced to take his flight. For 
being of a ftrong body, and a mafculine fpirit, Ihe did cut off her hair, 
put on man's apparel, and accuftomed her felf to the ufe of arms, and the 
war-horfe, rode always by his fide in all his battels, and accompanied him 
in all his expeditions, and' in all his flights, efpecially in the laft of them, 
when after being vanquilhed by T?ompey in the Lejfer Armenia he made 
his dangerous and difficult retreat through the Scythian nations into the 
kingdom of the Cimmerian Bofphorus ; in all which journey lhe rode by 
his fide by day, and took care both of him and his horfe ar night, doing to 
him the office of a valet in his lodgings, and that of a groom in his ftable; 
for which reafon Mithridates took great delight in her, as affording him 
by this attendance the greateft comfort he had in his calamities; and by 
reafon- of this mafculine fpirit in her, Mithridates was ufed to call her 
Hypjicrates in the mafculine gender inftead of Hypjicratia. But of all his 
wives b Stratonice by reafon of her extraordinary beauty was moft beloved 
by him, tho' (he were no other than a mufician's daughter. Mithridates 
in the decline of his affairs had placed her in a ftrong caftle in 'Pontus 
called Symphorium, where finding her felf like to be defer ted me deliver- 
ed the place to e Pompey upon terms of fafety for her felf, and alfo for her 
fon, which fhe had by Mithridates, in cafe he fliould happen to fall into 
the Romans hands, which Tompey having granted continued her in pof- 
feffion of that caftle, and of moft of the effeas in it. Hey fon called 
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Xifbares was then with his father, while he yet remained ia s P<mtxs: 
Hereon the cruel man to be revenged on her carried this ion. of his to the 
opposite fide of the Frith,, over againfl; which the caftle ftood, and there 
flew him within her view* and left the dead body unbua-ied on the ftrajad. 
Many of thefe his wives and concubines fell into Tommys hands during this 
war, on his taking the caftles. and fortrefles where they were kept ; and 
<=it is remarked of him to his. great honour, that he meddled not with any 
of them, butfent them home all untouched to sheir parents and friends, 
who moft of them were Kings or Princes, or other grea* men of thoie 
eaftern parts. By tbefe many wives and concubines he load a great num- 
ber of fons and daughters ; many of his fons he flew in his difplea.fu.re, and 
feveral of bis daughters he poifoned, when he could not carry them off in 
his flights; However fome of them fell into the hands of thq Rorxaus. 
d Five of the fons and two of the daughters Tompey carried with him to 
Rome* and there caufed them to be led before him in his triumph. Next 
Havnibal he was the moil terrible enemy the Romans ever had, and their 
war with him was the longeft of any. The continuance of it according 
to tjuftin was forty fix years, according to ( Appian forty two, according to 
s L. Floras and 11 Eutropim forty, and according to ' Tliny thirty ; but ac- 
cording to the exact truth of the matter, tho' we reckon the beginning of 
the war from Mitbridates's feizing Cappadocia^ (which gave thefirft occahon 
for it) from that time to the concluding of it in his death will be no more 
than twenty leven years ; this for the fake of a round number Thny calls 
thirty, and thereby comes the neareft to the truth. 

TOMTE T on his coming into Syria marched directly to TiamafiWi ^ <5 3 . 
with purpofe from thence to make war upon the Arabians. On his am- 
val at that city k the caufe of Hyrcauw and Arijlobitfrw was brought to his UUS 
hearing, and they both there appeared in perfon before him according as 
he had ordered, and at the fame time feveral of the Jews came thither 
againil both. Thefe laft pleaded, " That they might not be governed by 
" a King ; that it had been formerly the ufage of their nation to be governed 
" by the High-prieft of the God they worlhjpped, who without affiuning 
" any other title adminiftred juftice to them according to the laws and con- 
" ftitutions tranfmitted down to them from their fore-fathers ; that it was 
" true indeed the two contending brothers were of the facerdotal race ; 
« but they had changed the former manner of the government , and in- 
« troduced another form, that they might thereby fubject the people to 
" flavery." Hyrcanus on his part urged, « That being the elder brother 
« he was unjuftly deprived of his birthright by Ariftobulm, who having 
« left him only a fmall portion of land for his fubfiftence, had ufiirped all 
«« the reft from him ; and as a man bora for mifchief practifed piracy at 
t£ fea, and rapin and depredation at land upon his neighbours." And for 
the attefting of what Hyrcanus had thus alledged, there appeared about a 
thoufand of the principal Jews, whom Antipater had procured to come 
thither for that purpofe. Hereto AriftoMus anfwered j « That Hyrca- 
« nus was put by from the government merely by reafon of his incapacity 
« to manage it, and not through any ambition of his ; that being an una- 
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" ctive flothful man, and utterly unfit for the buiinefs of the publick, he 
** fell into the contempt of the people ; and that therefore he was forced 
* e to intefpofe of neceflity for the preferring of the government h orn fal- 
" ling into other hands ; and that he bore no other title in the ftate th ari 
" what Alexanderhis father had before him." And for the witneiling o!" this 
he produced feveral young gentlemen of the countrey in gaudy and fplen- 
did apparel, who did not by their drefs or by their behaviour bring any cre- 
dit to the caufe of him they appeared for. Tompey on this hearing faw 
far enough into the caufe to make him difapprove of the violence of Ari- 
flobulus \ but however he would not immediately determine the contro- 
verfy, left Ariflobulus being provoked thereby might obftruct him in his 
Arabian war, which he then had his heart much upon: And therefore 
giving fair words to both brothers, he difmiffed them for the prcfent, 
promifing that after he fliould have reduced Aretas and his Arabians, he 
would come in perfon into Judaa, and there fettle and compofe all mat- 
ters that were in difference between them. Ariflobulus perceiving which 
way Tompey\ inclinations ilood, went away from T)amafcus in an huff 
without taking leave, and returning into Judaea, there armed the coun- 
trey for his defence, which procedure much incenfed Tomj>ey againft 
him. 

In the interim he prepared for his war againft the Arabians; Aretas, 
tho' he had hitherto contemned the Roman arms, 1 yet when he found them 
fo near him, and ready to make invafion upon him with their victorious 
army, he fent ambalfadors to make his fubmiffion : However Tompey 
marched to Tetra the metropolis of his kingdom, and having taken the 
place ^nd Aretas in it, he put him into cuftody, but afterwards again re- 
leafed him on his fubmitting to the terms required, and then returned to 
Damajcus. 

On his coming back thither being informed of the warlike preparations 
which Ariflobulm was making in Judtea, m he marched into that countrey 
againft him. On his arrival thither he found Ariflobulus in his caftle of 
Alexandrian, which was a ftrong fortrefs fituated in the entrance of the 
countrey on an high mountain, where it having been built by Alexander 
the father of Ariflobulus, it for that reafon bore his name. c PomJ>ey there 
fent him a meffage to come down to him, which he was very unwilling to 
obey, but at length by the periuafion of thofe about him, who dreaded a 
Roman war, he was prevailed with to comply, and accordingly went down 
into the Roman camp; and after having had fome difcourfe with Tompey 
about the controverfy between him and his brother, returned again into 
his caftle ; and this he did two or three times more, endeavouring by thefe 
compliances to gain Tompey on his fide for the deciding in his favour the 
controverfy between him and his brother : But ftill for fear of the worft 
he was at the fame time arming all his caftles, and making all other pre- 
parations for his defence, in cafe the fentence fliould go againft him ; which 
Tompey having received an account of, forced him on his laft coming 
down to him to deliver up all his catties to him, and to fign orders for this 
purpofe to all that commanded in them ; which Ariflobulus being necefli- 
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tated in this cafe to do, he grievoufly refented the putting of this force 
upon him ; and therefore as foon as he was got again out of Tompeys hands, 
he fled to Jerufalem and there prepared for war. He being refolved to 
retain his kingdom , was actuated by two contrary pafllons about it, that 
is hope and fear: When he faw any reafon to hope for Pompey's determi- 
nation on his fide, he complemented him with all manner of compliances 
to gain his favour ; but when there was any caufe given to make him fear 
the contrary, he took contrary meafures: And this was what made him 
aft with fo much unfteadinefs through all this whole affair. On this flight 
of his to Jerufalem Tompey marched after him, and the firft place where he 
next pitched his camp was at Jericho ; and there n he had the firft news of 
the death of Mithridates. It was 0 brought thither to him by fpecial mef- 
fengers fent from Tontus with letters to him about it : The meffengers 
coming with their fpears wreathed about with laurel, which was always 
a token of fome victory or other important advantage gained to the ftate, 
the army was greedy to know what it was ; and whereas they being newly 
encamped, there Was in that place no tribunal as yet erected for the general 
from thence to fpeak to them, and it would require fome time regularly 
to make it up with turfs laid one upon another, as was their ufage where 
they encamped ; for the fupply of this defecl: they upon a fudden heaped 
up their pack-faddles one upon another, and thereby having made an ad- 
vanced place, Tompey afcended up upon it, and from thence communi- 
cated to them , that Mithridates having laid violent hands upon himfelf 
was dead, and that Tharnaces his fon having feized his kingdom, fubmit- 
ted that and himfelf to the Roman itate, and that therefore the war which 
had fo long vexed them was now at an end ; which being very welcome 
news to the whole army, as well as to the general, they fpent the remain- 
der of the day in rejoicing for it. 

JO SETHVS on his making mention of Tompey % encamping at thi 
time at Jericho, p takes occafion from -thence to tell us, that this city was 
famous for the balfam there produced,' which is the moft precious of un- 
guents. It q is a diftillation from the balfam tree , which is a fhrub that 
never grows higher than two or three cubits. About a foot from the 
ground it fpreads into a great many fmall branches of the bignefs of a goofe 
quill : Incifions being made in themj from thence r diftilled the balfam dur- 
ing the months of June, July and Auguft. The incifions were ufually made 
with glafsV a boning knife, or a fharp ftone, and not with iron: For it is 
faid, 5 that if the tree were wounded with iron it immediately died ; but 
this was not true, unlefs the incifion were made too deep, of which there 
being danger from i fharp iron knife, for this reafon only no fuch knife 
was.m^ide ufe of in this operation. "Pliny tells us, 1 that thefe balfam trees 
were no where to be found but in Judaa, *and there only but in two 
gardens, of which one contained about u twenty jugera, and the other not 
'• . fo 



- « Jofephus antiq.. lib. i4._cap,6. &de bello Judaico, lib. i. cap. f. "Plutarchus in Pom- 
peio. P Jofephus antiq. lib. 14. cap. 6. & de bello Judaico, lib. 1. cap. f. 

q See Ray'j Herbal, lib. 31. cap. 23. * Hence it is called opobalfamum, i. e. the gum or *k~ 

guent coming by diftillation frum the balfam tree; For balfamum properly Jignifieth the balfam tree, and 
■ opobalfamum the unguent diftilling from it: For .wis in the Greek language fignifieth any gum, juice, 
or liquor drilling from any.tree, or from elfewhere '. ' PJinius lib. 12. cap. 25-. tPlinius ibid. 

u Pliny had this from Theophraftus, but doth not rightly render it : For what he renders by the 
Lati4 word jugera is in the Greek 0/ Theophraftus ^?.tt^- But the Latin jugerum contains two 
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fo. much. But how Egypt hath this tree, and Judaa none of it; The 
vtfuth: of the matter, as Bellonius and Tro/per Alp inns tell us, is, neither 
Jad&a nor Egypt is the natural countrey of thefe trees, but Arabia the 
Happy. Their argument for it is, that in Arabia the Happy they grow na- 
turally, but not fo in Judaa or Egypt, where they never grow, but as cul- 
tivated in gardens; and that in Egypt the beft cultivation cannot keep 
them from decay, fo that they are forced frequently to fetch thither new 
plants from Arabia. And what we have from Jofephus is agreeable here- 
to : For he tells us ( Antiq. lib. 8. cap. %.) that among other valuable things 
Which the Queen of Sheba brought with her from Sheba (which was in 
Arabia the Happy) to prefent King Solomon with, one was a root of the 
balfam tree : And from this root it's moft likely were propagated all the 
other balfem trees that afterwards grew in Judaa ; and Jericho being found 
the propereft foil for them, it thenceforth became the fole place where they 
were found in that countrey. But the gardens in which they were there 
cultivated having been long fince deftroyed , there are now no more of 
thofe balfam trees to be found in Judaea : But there are many of them 
flill in Egypt, and from thence and Arabia comes all the balfam which 
is now brought into thefe weftern parts : But all that is brought from Egypt 
is not the produce of that countrey, the greater part of it is brought thi- 
ther from Arabia to Alexandria, and from thence to us ; but now I under- 
stand the Eafi-India company import it to us diredtly from Arabia by the 
way of the Red-fea. When it came to us only by the way of Egypt, it was 
imported thither from Mecca a city in Arabia, not far from the countrey 
where the balfam tree naturally grows; and hence phyficians in their pre- 
scriptions callit balfamum e Mecca,, that is, the balfam of Mecca: ,But in 
our apothecaries fhops it is here called the balm of Gilead, which name is 
given it upon fuppofition that the balm, which is faid in fcripture to come 
from Gilead, was the fame with that -which now comes from Mecca. But 
the Hebrew in the original text, iwhich we tranflate balm, is Zori, which 
the Rabbins interpret to mean anyfgum of the rofinous fort. ;In w Jere- 
■'faiah it is mentioned as a drug which the phyficians ufed, and 'in Genejis 
it is fpoken of as one of the inoft precious produces of theland of, Canaan; 
^and in both it* is * laid to be from Gilead. If this Zori of the Hebrew text 
be the feme with the baifom of Mecpa, it will prove ithe balfam tree to 
have been in Gilead long before it was planted in the r gardens of Jericho-, and 
^alfo : before the 'Queen, of Sheba brought < that root of it to King Solomon 
which j6fepbus\tKm\xiQv&-. <Ysox the Ijmaelites traded with it from Gilead 
to 'Egypt,? when- Jefepfj fwas<,fbld to ' them by his brethren, and Jacob fent 
-a : preffent ofit to ^hcfeiie^j^^asa produftof the land of Canaan, when 
he fent his other' fons to, him into Egypt to buy corn. Itfeems rnoftlikefy 
to me that the •Zori&f lGatead,-mh\c\i iwe render in, our Ettglijh Bible by 
: tlte - word-balm, was not the > fame with the balfam of Mecca , but only a 
better fort of turpentine then in ufe for the cure of wounds and other 
difeafes. 



Greek .rr\le & . For a Greek -a-xiipi contaim-^tnrhundred foot Square, that is, an hundred, foot broad 
and an hundred foot long r But the Latin' jugerum contains two Greek put together, for it is 

'oh hundred foot broad and Pmo' hundred foot - long, fo- that 20 Greek ■ contain anfy ten Latin 

jugera. « Chap. viii. iz. and chap. xlvi. 2. = * Chap, jxivih 2$v <md chap, xliii. a. 
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Fr o m Jericho * e Pomf>ey led his army to Jerujalem : On his approach 
thither Ariftobitlus repenting of what he had done went out to Tompey, and 
endeavoured to reconcile matters with him, by promifing a thorough fub- 
rniffion, and alfo afum of money, fo the war might be prevented. Tom- 
pey accepting the propofal, fent Gabinius one of his lieutenants with a bo- 
dy of men to receive the money : But when he came to Jemfalem he found 
the gates fhut againft him, and no money to be had ; but was told from 
the walls, that thofe within would not ftand to the agreement ; whereon 
Totnpey not bearing to be thus mocked clapp'd Ariftobulus (whom he re- 
tained with him) in chains, and marched with the whole army directly for 
Jerufalem. It was by reafon of its fituation, as well as its fortifications, a 
very ftrong place, and might have held out long againft him, but that they 
were divided within among themfelves : That party which was for Arifto- 
bulus were for defending the place, efpecially by reafon of the indignation 
with which they were moved at c Pompey\ making their King a prifoner : 
But thofe who favoured the caufe of Ifyrcanus were for receiving Tompey 
into the city; and they being the greater number, the other party retired 
into the mountain of the temple , and having .broken down the bridges 
over the deep ditches and vallies that furrpunded it, refplved there to 
maintain themfelves : Whereon Tompey being received into the city by the 
other party fet himfelf to befiege the place. Moil of the facerdotal order 
ftuck by the caufe of Ariftobulus* and were ihut up with thofe that feized 
the, temple for the.fupport of it; but the generality of the people were on 
the other fide: And Ifyrcanus at the head of them fupplied ^ompey with 
all neceflaries within his power for the carrying on of the fiege. The north- 
fide of the. temple -being obferved to be the weakett part of it, Tompey 
there .begun his approaches : Atfirfthe offered the befieged terms of peace, 
but thefe being rejected, he forthwith begun with the utmoft vigour to 
prefs.the place. And for this pucpofe having gotten from Tyre battering 
rams, and ..ah 1 other engins of war. proper for a fiege, he applied them with 
the beft skill, and the utmoft diligence he was able, for. the fpeedy forcing of the 
place: .However it held opt three months, and would have done fo much 
lpnger, arid perchance would at laft have neceflitated the Romans to have 
raifed. the .fiege , -had it, not been /or the fuperftitious rigour with which 
the 'Jews, obferved, their fabba th. Formerly it had been carried fo high, 
2 that .they would not defend their lives on that day, but if'then aflaulted, 
would rather , patiently yield their throats to .be cut. than -fur an .hand in their 
pw,n. defence. ;But the .mifchiefand folly of , this, being fufficiently made 
.agpgari ,.in ; ,what ; t^eyjfgj(|^red _ .from it in the ; firft, beginnings of the Macca- 
baan wars, J it was then determined, that a neceflary defence of a man's 
Jife was notcWithwHb.e prohibition of .the fourth commandment. But this 
Jbqiijg u#derftopd to hold .good .only againft a direft and immediate sulault, 
but j not .againft arry antecedent . preparative leading.thereto, it reached not 
in, tjieir ^pinipji tp the; allowing, of #ny work to. be done on that day for 
Jhe, preventing .or deftrpying the wprftdefjgns of mifchjef, till they came 
to be actually executed againft them. 6 Although therefore they vigoroufly 
defended themfelves on the fabbath day, when afTaulted, yet they would not 



y jQfephus antiq. lib. 14. cap. 7. De bello Judaico, lib. 1. cap. f. 2 1 Maccab. ii. 
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then ftir an hand either for the hindering of the enemies works, or the 
dettroyingof their engines, or the obftrufting their ereding of them, as they 
did on other days. Which Tomfey perceiving, ordered, that no affauk 
fhould be made upon them during their fabbaths, but that thofe days fliould 
be employed wholly in carrying on their works, and in erefting and fitting 
their engines in fuch manner, as they might beft do execution in the next 
days of the week following ; in all which attempts the befieged never gi- 
ving them any obftruaion on thofe fabbaths for fear of breaking their law, 
the* * Romans obferving the order mentioned took the advantage hereof; 
and by this means filled up the ditches, with which the temple was forti- 
fied brought forward their engines of battery, and placed them to the belt 
advantage without any oppofition, and were thereby enabled to play them 
fo effeftually, that having at length beaten down a great ftrong tower, 
which drew a great part of the adjoining wall with it into the fame ruin, 
a breach was made large enough for an aflault, which Cornelius Fauftus 
the fon of Sylla, who had his ftation next it, immediately mounting drew 
the reit of the army after him, who on their thus entering the place made 
a dreadful ilaughter of thofe whom they found within, fo that it is reckon- 
ed no lefs than twelve thoufand of them fell in this carnage, and none aft- 
ed more cruelly herein than the Jews of the contrary faction did againft 
their own brethren. Amongtt all this fcene of dreadful deftruclion it's re- 
marked, c that the Priefts that were then in the temple went on with the 
daily fervice of it without being deterred either by the rage of their ene- 
mies or the death of their friends, chufing rather to lofe their lives amidit 
the fwords of the prevailing adverfary, than defert the fervice of their 
God • and many of them, while they were thus employed at this time, 
had their own blood mingled with the blood of the facrifices, which they 
■were offering and fell themfelves by the fword of their enemies a faenfice 
to their duty which was an inftance of Iteady conftancy much admired 
by TomPey himfelf, and is fcarce any where elfe to be thoroughly parallel'd. 
Among the prifoners one was Abfakm a younger fon of John Hy reams, 
who having been contented to live in a private condition under Alexander 
f annatts his brother had the benefit of his protection, and hitherto had 
never meddled with any publick bufinefs. But having married his daughter 
to Ariftobiilus, this now engaged him in his faclion. Thofe pnfoners who 
were found to have been the incendiaries of the war, Tompey caufed to be 
put to death, and among them moft likely this Abfolom was one ; for after 
this we hear no more of him, and fmce he was the father-in-law of Arifto- 
bulns, no doubt he was one of the chief among thofe that adhered to his 

fa< AND thus after a fiege of three months was the temple of Jerufalem 
taken by the Romans in the end of the firft year of the 179 th Olympiad, 
Cains Antonius and M. TuUim Cicero being then confuls at Rome, about 
the time of our Midfummer, and on the day which the Jews kept as a io- 
lemn d fcft for the taking of Jerufalem and the fame temple with it by 

" c Tofcphus ibid. ' * that the temple v,a, now taken on the day of a fi^/f « ffi f°"^i 

Toftphus in the places lajl above cited, but alfi 6, btrabo lib. 16. p. 763. The faft for the tak,r,g 0} je 
Sem^' Nebuchadnezzar was on the ninth day. of their month Tamuz, (a Kings xxy. 31.) 
M^fl^bout the time of our Midfummer footer or later, according as their intercalations bapp^ 
But in their prefent KaUnder it is tranjlated to the l8«h of that month. Kebu- 
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Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon. As foon as the Romans had thus made 
ihemfelves mailers of the place, Tompey with feveral others of the chief 
commanders of the army accompanying him went up into it, and not con- 
tenting themfelves with viewing the outer courts e caufed the raoft facred 
parts of the temple it felf to be opened unto them, and entered not only 
into the holy place, but alfo into the holy of holies, where none were per- 
mitted by their law to enter, but the High-prieft only once in a year on 
their great day of expiation ; which was a profanation offered this holy 
place, and the religion, whereby God was there worfhipped, which the 
Jews were exceedingly grieved at, and moft grievoufly refented beyond 
all elfe that they fuffered in this war. Though Tomfey found in the trea- 
furies of the temple f two thoufand talents in money befides its utenfils, and 
other things of a great value there laid up, f yet he touched nothing of all 
this, but left it all there entire for the facred ufes to which it was devoted, 
without the lead diminution of any part. And the next day after order- 
ed the temple to be cleanfed, and the divine fervice to be there again car- 
ried on in the fame manner as formerly. However this did not expiate 
for his profanation of God's holy temple, and the impiety which he made 
himfelf guilty of thereby. Hitherto he had found wonderful fuccefs in 
all his undertakings, but in this aft it all ended ; for hereby having drawn 
God's curfe upon him, he never profpered after. This over the Jews 
was the laft of his victories. 

On his s concluding this war he demolimed the walls of Jerufalem, and 
then reftored Hyrcanus to the office of High-prieft, and made him alfo 
Prince of the countrey under the payment of tribute to the Romans* but 
would not allow him to wear a diadem, or to extend his borders beyond 
the old limits of Jndaa; for he deprived him of all thofe cities, which 
had been taken from the Ccele-Syrians and "Phoenicians by his predeceffors. 
Gadara (which was one of them ) having been lately deftroyed by the 
Jews* he ordered to be rebuilt at the requeft of Demetrius his freed-man 
and chief favourite, who was a native of that place. And then having add- 
ed that and all the reft of thofe cities to the province of Syria h he made 
Scaurus prefident of it, and leaving him there with two legions to keep 
the countrey in order, returned towards Rome* carrying with him Arijlo- 
bultis with Alexander and Antigonus his two fons and two of his daughters 
as captives to be led before him in his triumph. But Alexander while 
on the journey thither made his efcape, and returned into Judaa* where 
he raifed new troubles, as will be in its due place related. 

In 'this fame year, of Attia* the wife of Otfavius and daughter of 
Julia the fitter of Julius Cafar* was born Otlavius Cafar* who being 
adopted by his uncle Julius fucceeded him in his eftate and power, and 
being afterwards by the name of Auguftus made fupreme commander of 
the Roman empire, governed it with /great felicity, and thorough peace, 
when Chrift the Prince of peace and faviour of the world was by taking 
our nature upon him born into it. Suetonius tells us in his life of Auguftus 
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(chap. 94.) awd gnoses" for' it the authority of Julius Mar at bus k who was 
a freed-man of Augufitts\ and wkoe* his life, that a few months before 
the birth of this great Emperor there was* an oracle given out, and then 
made pubhcky that nature was at that time producing a King, who ihould 
govern the Roman empire ; at which the fenate being terrified,- for the 
preventing of i* made a decree, that no male child born that year fhould 
be brotrglTt wp % but that fiich of the fenatocs, as had then pregnant wives, 
hoping each of them, that the oraek might be fulfilled in his family, took 
care that this* decree was never carried into the treaiury, and therefore 
through want of being there regiftered, received, and laid up among the 
publick records- of the ftate, it loft its force, and had none effect. If this 
dvaclo Were tvpicafty fulfilled in the birth of Augufim, it was ultimately and 
really fo only in the birth of Cbrifl, the fpiritual King and Saviour of the 
whole world, the time whereof was then approaching. 

POMP ET coming to Ami fits in Pontus on his return from Syria, 
'had the body of Mithridates there fent.to him from Pharnaces with many 
gifts to procure his favour. The gifts Pompey received ; but as to the 
body, m looking on the enmity to be dead With the perfon, he offered no 
indignity to it* but giving him the honour due to fo great a King gene- 
roully ordered his corps to be carried to Sinope, to be there buried among 
the fepulchres of his forefathers in the ancient burial place of the Kings 
oi~ Pontus, adding fuch expcnces for funeral, as were neceflary for the fo- 
lemnizing of iC in a royal manner. On this his laft coming into Pontus 
n he took in all the remaining forti'efles and caftles, that had been there held 
for Mithridates. For although they that had the command of them faw 
all loft on the death of Mithridates, yet they deferred the furrendering 
of them till Pompsy himfelf IhOuld arrive, that putting all immediately into 
his hands they might not be made anfwei'able for the embezzlements of 
under*orhcers. In fomc of thefe caftles he found vaft riches, efpecially at 
Telaura^ where was the chief wardrobe or ftorehoufe of Mithridates. 
For therein wei'e two thoufand cups made of the Onyx ftone, and fet in 
gold* with fueh a vaft quantity of all forts of plate, houfhold goods and 
furniture* and alfo of all manner of rich accoutrements for war both for 
man and horfe, that the queftor or treafurer of the army was thirty days 
in taking an inventory of them, 

After this 0 Tompey having granted to Pharnaces the kingdom of 
Bofphormi arid declared him a friend and ally of the Roman people, he 
marched into the province Of AJia fo properly called, and there put him- 
felf into winter quarters in the city of EpheJUs. While he lay there he 
diftributed rewards to his victorious army» giving to each private foldier 
fifteen hundred drachms» and proportionably more to all the officers, ac- 
cording as they were in higher or lower pofts of command in the army; 
on which occafioft he expended out of the fpoils taken in this war fixteen 
thoufand talents ; and yet referved * twenty thoufand talents more to 
be carried into the publick treafury at Rome in the day of his triumph* 
and to make this as glorious as he could* was what he had now a main 
view to. 



k Svtfetonius in Augatlo cap. 79. »Dfott Caflios lib. 37. Plutatchus in Pompeio. 
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On Tompey's having left Syria ^Aretas King of Arabia Tetraa began An. 61. 
again to be troublefome to that province, whereby Scaurus was there in- ^ " ca " 
volved in anew war with him, and having marched too far after him in- 
to that defart countrey he fell into difficulties for want of provifions and 
other necelfaries. Oat of thefe he was extricated by the afliilance of 
Hyrcamis and Atitipater. For the former fupplied him out of Judara 
with all that he wanted ; and the other by going in an cmbafly to Aretas 
induced him to buy his peace of Scaurus for three hundred talents of fil- 
ver, which was much to the fatisfacfion of both. After this Scaurus be- 
ing recalled r Marcius Thilippw was made prefident of Syria in his room. 

'POMTET having fpent his winter at Ephefus in the manner as men- 
tioned, s in the fpring he paifed from thence through the ifles into Greece, 
and from thence to Brundujium in Italy, and fo on to Rome, where having 
in an oration to the fenate acquainted them that he had waged war 'with 
two and twenty Kings, and that whereas he had found the proper AJia 
the utmoft province of the Roman empire, he had made it to " be the 
middle of it by reafon of the many provinces which he had conquered be- 
yond it, a triumph was decreed him for thefe victories, but defiring to take 
it w on his birth-day, which was paft for this year, he deferred it till that 
day mould come about againft the next year after. 

When being forty five years old x he folemnized this triumph for two An. <s«- 
days together with great pomp and glory, wherein were led before him Hyr ji" . 
324 of the nobleft captives, among which were Arifiobulm King of Jn- ™* ' 
daa, and his fon Antigouns, Olthaces King of Colchos, Tigranes the fon of 
Tigranes King of Armenia, and five fons and two daughters of Mithridates's. 
It y was peculiar to this triumph of his, that on his entering the capitol he 
did not, as * other triumphers ufed to do, put any of his captives to death, 
neither did he after his triumph was over, leave any of them in prifon, 
excepting only Ariftobulus and Tigranes, all the reft he fent home into their 
refpeclive countries at the expences of the publick. Hitherto Vompey had 
mined in great honour above all elfe of his time, and had wonderful fuc- 
cels in all his undertakings, for which he defervedly had the name of 
Magnus, i. e. the Great. But a after this he funk in his character and his pow- 
er, till at length he fell to nothing, and died by vile and murderous hands 
in a ftrange land, where he wanted the honour of a funeral. By what facl: 
he drew this curfe upon him, I have already fhewn ; and therefore in this 
triumph the glory of this great man ending I ihall with it here end this 
book. 
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Part II. Book VII. 

^pMTET, Craffus, and Julius Cajar* having entered in- 
! to a confederacy for the fupporting of each other in all their 
| pretentions upon the Roman ftate , thereby ingrofled in a 
! manner the whole power of it, and divided it among them- 
| felves; which laid the firft foundation of thofe civil wars 
which afterwards broke out between Tom-fey and Cafar y 
and at length ended in the deitruction of the old Roman government, by 
Changing it from, a jepublick to a monarchy, under which that empire funk 
by quicker degrees than it had before rifen. As long as Craffus lived he 
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balanced the matter between the other two ; but after his death neither of 
them being contented with a part, each contended to have the whole. 
b One of . them could not bear an equal, nor the other a fuperior: And 
through t-his ambitious humour and thirft after more power in thefe two 
men, the whole Roman empire being divided into two oppofite factions, 
there was produced hereby the molt deftruftive war that ever affli&ed it : 
And the like folly too much reigns in all other places. Could about thirty 
men be perfuaded to live at home in peace, without enterprizing upon 
the rights of each other for the vain glory of conqueft, and the enlarge- 
ment of power, the whole world might be at quiet ; but their ambition, 
their follies, and their humour leading them conftantly to encroach upon, 
and quarrel with each other, they involve all that are under them in the 
mifchiefs hereof, and many thoufands are they which yearly perifti by it : 
So that it may almoft raife a doubt, whether the benefit which the world 
receives from government, be fufficient to make amends for the calami- 
ties which it fufFers from the follies, miftakes, and male-adminiftrations 
of thofe that manage it. 

At this time flourifhed Dm dorm Siculus, the famous Greek hiftorian: 
c He was born at Agyrimn in Sicily, from whence he had the name of Si- 
culus, i. e. the Sicilian. He was the author of the general hiftory called 
his Bibliothcca ; he was thirty years in the collecting and writing of it, and 
employed fo much diligence, pains and expence herein, that he travelled 
over moll of the countries whofe affairs are treated of in this hiftory, that 
fo he might with the greater accuracy write of them : And for this pur- 
pofe A he tells us he went into Egypt in the firft year of the hundred and 
eightieth olympiad, which was the fixtieth before CbriH, the very year 
of which we now treat ; Ttolemy firnamed 'Dionyfim Neos, or the new Bac- 
chus, then reigning there. This Bibliotheca contained forty books, of 
which only fifteen are now remaining, excepting fome few fragments and 
abltracts out of the reft which are preferved in the works of other writers. 
It begins from the ancienteft of times, and was continued down to this 
year. The five firft books are ftill entire, but the five next are all want- 
ing; the other ten ftill remaining are the tenth, the eleventh, and To on 
to the twentieth inclufive, with which all that is now extant of this author 
ends, in the year of the building of Rome 45-1, M. Livius Denter, and 
M. jEmylim "Paulus being then confuls. Of the other twenty five books 
we have nothing now left us but the fragments and abftrafts which I have 
mentioned: Had they been all ftill entire, fo valuable an hiftory would 
have been very acceptable to the learned. The five firft books , though 
they have a great intermixture of fable, yet contain many valuable parti- 
culars of true antiquity, which give much light to the holy fcriptures ; and 
the next five would have yielded much more, had they been ftill extant ; 
and for this reafon the lofs of thefe five is more to be lamented than that 
of all the other twenty. This author lived to a very great age, for he con- 
tinued down to the middle of the reign of Auguftm. 

The time for which Marcius Tbilipptis was appointed to govern 
Syria being expired, K X.entulus Marcellinus was fent from Rome to fuc- 
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Seed him? •■ Beth of them had a great deal of. trouble: created thesn-by the 
Arx&Si {wfoo b^ing a thievjAa fort of people, living moftly upon rapjne and 
fxkndei=^|»uch infefted, that province during the time im which they govern- 
ed/it, ■ ■ - •; :;■ 

a». S9 . , : JfD&lVrS Qafar being this yea* conful. of Rome* forced QibnOu, his 
nns'ii! s eollfe S u ^» $ ^ ^6 to him all, the adaoaniikation, and power of the govern- 
ment, whieh[ he managed with gteat application and. addrefs for the ad- 
vancement of his own. inte'reft. In : order hereto she raifedvait fums of 
money by. admitting fp-reign.ftates intGr alliance with the Romans, and by 
grsncmg to'fcfneigw Kings : the. confirmation of their crowns: And thus he 
extorted {fomrTtolemyAuletes only near fix thoufond talents. That King 
having only a cantefled title to-the crown of Egypt, of which he was. now 
in poiregion, he needed a , declaration of the Roman, fenate in bis favour, 
for the confirming and tbengthening of him in that kingdom ; for the pro- 
curing of .ehis^he'paidi unto G&Jkr the fum mentioned; and by thefe and 
fuch like methods he amaned that treafure and wealth which enabled him 
for his after undertakings, and therefore from hence we may date the ori- 
ginal of all his power. His next ilep hereto was, he procured by a decree of 
the people, h that when the year of his confulfhip fliould be expired, he 
feould have fUyr'tcum and both the Gait Is, that is the Ctfalp'm and the Trau- 
falpin, for -his province (to govern .k as proconful for five years. He had 
affigned him an army of four legions to carry with him into this go- 
vernment, and , from his entering on it begins the hillory of his com- 
mentaries. (J o 
J 8 - A. GABI NI*V S, the fame who hath been above mentioned as one of 
Tins 11. 6. c Pompey , % lieutenants in the Mithridatu - war, being made conful for the 
enfuing year, ' obtained by the means of Clodius then tribune of the peo- 
ple to have the province of Syria affigned to him. 

This k GlodiHs Was of the noble family of the C/audii, a young gentleman 
of great parts, and of a very bold and enterprizing genius , but exceftive 
lewd. LuchUus having married one of his fillers, he accompanied him in 
his Mithridatic war, but having loll bis favour by his mifdemeanors, espe- 
cially in being difcovered to. have corrupted his own filler, the wife of that 
general , he could not obtain under him fuch a poll as he expected ; at 
which being difpleafed, to- work his revenge he fet himfelf to corrupt the 
army, and was the main author of that mutiny in it againft Lticalhis, which 
made his laft campaign in that war wholly ineffectual; for which being for- 
ced to get out of the reach of Lncullus, he fled into Gilicia, where Mar- 
cius Rex then governor of that province made him his admiral, but being 
vanquilhed by the pirates of that coaft 7 againft whom he was fent, and 
taken prifoner by thetn, he fent to 'Ptolemy King of Cyprus to fupply him 
with a fum of money for the paying of his ranfom ; but Ptolemy being a 
xuggardly fordid Prince fent him only two talents, which the pirates de- 
fpifing, rather chofe to releafe Ghdius for nothing than take fo mean a ran- 
fom for him. On his return to Rome he there followed his lewd way of 
living, and having corrupted two others of his fillers , and alfo Pompeii 
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Qiefaxs, wife,, and- endeavoured under the dilguife of woman's apparel to 
cause to her vm>.(^^ir's houfe, while the chief wpro^n ofRowewpre there 
celebxiatiagv f^edi tjjiyfteries, at which; no. njan was to, be prefent, he was 
for. tliefe Qi$m8& brought to a pubucjv ci|iaJ» u> which &w was one of the' 
witness, agajnlt him ; ; but< by bribing the judges with great fums of money, 
he efcaped thepuniflitment he defervedi. After this procuring himfelf to be 
adopted- by a Plebeqn^ he thereby: renounced hi>- nobility, and got to be 
choiem tribune of the people,, and. in, that office very much diii-urbed the 
Roman ftate;. and? that he might gain Gabmius, thp conful to, be on his fide, 
who W&s altogether as. wicked as. himfelf he procured tfaaf this province of 
Sym. was affigned him: by the fuftrages of the people, and accordingly at 
the. end of the. year he departed thkheij. 

Abtei\ thh Glpdius refolving to make nfe of his office for the reveng- 
ing of hii^felf firft 00; Ptolemy King of Cyprus for; not finding him money 
enougfo< \o pay his ranfom% and. alfo, on Giceno for giving evidence againifc 
him in his lalt trial* fujty effected bojth : For firfl 1 he caufed a decree to 
pafs the people for feizi.ng the kingdom of Cyprus, the depofing of Pto- 
lemy the King of it, a#d confiscating all hjs goods, without any jult caufe 
for the fame. This, "? 'Ptolemy was a baftard fon, of 'Ptolemy Latbyr.us, and 
brother of Ptolemy Aretes. King of Egypt, and on the death of his father 
fucceeded him, in this, ifland. He was ; in his manners altogether as vile and 
vicious as his. brother, but being withal exceeding niggardly and fordid hi 
had amafled vaft wealthy and to gain all this was qhe chief motive which 
induced the Roman people to concur with, Clpdius s for his ruin. And it is 
truly " reckoned, one of ^he unjuildl a£ts tha,t $he Romans to, this time ever 
did: For Ptolemy had been admitted a<s a friend and ally of the Roman 
peqple, and had never offended; them or done them, any h,yr( or difplea- 
Swe x whereby to deferve this ufage from their hands ; but all wzp done 
merely put of a greedy and rapacious defire tp take what he had. The 
pfily iliew of juffice for it was, that Alexapidcr la$e King of Egypt dying at 
Xmr as. hath been abOYe mentioned, did by his wi,U and teftanp,ent leave 
the Roman people his heirs, and that therefore the kingdom offEgyfit, and 
With it Cyprus which. Was an Appeudixof Egypt- r pafled to, the Romans by 
virtue of. this donation. The "patter of this will had been infifted on, at 
Rome foon after the death of Alexander \ and mp.tionsha,d been there n?ade 
for the feizing fepth. of Egypt and; Cyprus, by virtue pf it : But- tjiey having 
lately taken pplfeflipn pf jptifotwa, by virtue c£ the; will of JS[^om,e4es ; and 
ef Gyrep?n$& Libya, by the tf'ke will of Ap,io^ who were the laft fengs of 
thqfe epnnt^es, and reduced them, both into t^e form of Romajf. provin- 
ces* the fenate thought it wou]4 not be tq thejr credit, buf would, on t^e 
contrary bring them under the imputation pf being over greedy for the 
grafping into then- hands all foreign dominions, iftqukl they op, this pre- 
tence fei_£f3 Egypt apd Cyp^s a.lfp 5 and befides the Mithffi^u -war not 
being at; rhjit, time oyer, they feared this mjgh,t involve them in a new w^ar 
befpre 7 tl)eyrweve ri4. of fhe other, and therefore they," did no more at that 
time PG the claim of the faid will than fend to Tyre to fetch from thence 
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all the effefts which Alexander there left at his death, and dropp'd all the 
reft. But p now this pretence as to Cyprus was again revived, and to gra- 
tify Clodius's revenge and the covetoufhefs of the people of Rome, the de- 
cree patted among them for the fehing of it, and all that "Ptolemy there had ; 
and Cato, the jutteft man in Rome, was fent much againft his will to exe- 
cute it ; which was done not only that by that character of fo juft a man 
fome reputation might be given to this unjuft aft, but efpecially that there- 
by a way might be made for Clodius with the more eafe to execute his re- 
venge upon Cicero. He defigned to bring an accufation againft him before 
the people, for that he had while conful put to death feveral of thofe who 
were of Catiline's confpiracy, by the order of the fenate only, without 
bringing them to a legal trial : But forefeeing that he fhould have much 
oppofition herein from Cato, for the preventing of it, contrived to fend him 
out of the way on this expedition; and he being accordingly gone on it 
from Rome, Clodius obtained his defign upon Cicero, and caufed him to be 
banilhed Rome and Italy ; whereon he went into Greece, and there conti- 
nued, till after lixteen months he was again recalled. 

CATO coming to Rhodes in his way to Cyprus q fent to Ttolemy to per- 
fuade him quietly to recede, promifmg him hereon the high-priefthood of 
Venus at 'Paphos, on the revenues whereof he might be fupported in a ftate 
of plenty and honour, but he would not accept hereof. To refill the Ro- 
man power he was not able, and to be lefs than a King after he had fo lone- 
reigned he could not bear, and r therefore refolving to make his life and 
his reign end together he put all his riches on fhipboard, and launching out 
into the fea, purpofed by boring his fliip thorough to make both his riches 
and himfelf fink into the deep,' and there perifh together : But when it came 
to the execution he could not bear that his beloved treafure fhould be thus 
loft ; he continued ftill in the refolution to deftroy himfelf, but he could 
not bring his heart to deftroy that, and therefore exprelTing greater love 
to his dear pelf than to himfelf, carried it all back to land, and having laid 
it all up again in its former repofitories 5 he poifoned himfelf, and left all thai 
he had to his enemies, as if he intended thereby to reward them for his 
death. All this Cato the next year after carried to Rome; amounting in the 
whole to fuch a fum as had fcarce before been brought into the publick 
treafury in any of the greateft triumphs. 

While Cato was at Rhodes in his way to Cyprus r there came thither to 
him Ttolemy Auletes King of ' Egypt and brother to the other Ttolemy that 
was King of Cyprus. When the Alexandrians heard of the intentions of 
the Romans to feize Cyprus, v they prefted Auletes to demand that ifland 
to be reftored to Egypt, as being an ancient appendant of that kingdom, 
or elfe in cafe Of denial to declare war againft them; which Auletes re- 
fufmg to do, this refufal joined with what they had fuffered from him by 
the exaftions wherewith he had opprefTed them to raife the money with 
which he purchafed the favour of the great men at Rome, anger'd them fo 
far, " that they drove him out of the kingdom, and he was then going to 
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J?o#«? there to folicit the afliltance of the fenate for his reiteration. On 
w his coming to Cato and entering into difcourfe with him about his affair, 
Cato blamed him for quitting that ltate of honour and happinefs which he 
was poflefied of in his kingdom, and thus expoling himfelf to the difgrace, 
trouble and contempt which as an exul he mull expect to meet with. And 
as to the help he expected from Rome, he laid before him what great gifts 
and prefents for the obtaining of it would be extorted from him by the 
great men of that city, whofe greedy expectations he freely told him were 
fuch, that altho' Egypt were to be fold, the purchafe money would not be 
Sufficient fully to fatisfy them: And therefore he adviled him to return 
again into Egypt-, and there make up all differences with his people, offer- 
ing himfelf to go with him to help him herein. Ttolemy at firlt approved 
of this advice, and refolved to be guided by it; bur being beaten off it by 
the worfer advice of his followers, he went forward to Rome , where he 
foon found by full experience all to be true that Cato had told him : For 
he was there made pay great attendance on the leading men of the com- 
monwealth, and expend vaftfums among them to procure them to favour 
his caufe, and after all, when there was no more left to be extorted from 
him, x an oracle was trump'd up out of the Sibylline books, whereby it was 
pretended the Romans were forbidden to give him any help in this cafe. 
So that after having for a year's time folicited this matter at Rome, and 
expended vail fums in it, he was forced to depart from thence without 
fuccefs. 

I n the mean while y the Alexandrians after Auletes's departure from them 
not knowing what was become of him, placed Berenice his daughter on the 
throne, and fentan embalfy into Syria to 7 Antiochm AJiaticus, who by his 
mother Selene was the next male heir of the family, to invite him to come 
into Egypt, and there marry Berenice and reign with her; but the am- 
baffadors on their arrival in Syria finding him juft dead, returned without 
fuccefs. 

But understanding that Seleucus his brother was ftill living, they a fent j„. s7 . 
an embalfy to him with the fame propofal, which he readily accepted of ; ^ u >' s r [ 3 ~ 
but Gabinius (who was now come into his province) at firlt hinder'd his llus 
going, but however either with his confent or without it he afterwards 
went ; but b he being a very fordid and bafe-fpirited man , and c having 
given an efpecial inftance of it in robbing the fepulchre of Alexa7tder of 
the golden cafe which his body was depofited in, Berenice foon grew wea- 
ry of him, and to be rid of an husband whom lhe juftly loathed, d caufed 
him to be put to death. After that e lhe married Archelaus High-prieft 
of Comma in Tontus, of whom we have above fully fpoken. From 'Por- 
phyry in Eufebius we are told that it was Thilip the fon of Grypm, whom 
the fecpnd embalfy invited into Egypt ; but it being now above twenty 
.fix years fince there hath been any mention made of him in hiftory, it's 
moil likely that he had been long dead before this time ; and belides had 
he been now alive he would have been too far advanced in years for the 
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marriage propofed, it being now forty years fince he fucceeded his father 
in the kingdom of Syria. The perfon therefore whom the fecond embafly 
here mentioned called out of Syria into Egypt after the death of Afiaticm 
muft have been his younger brother, for he was called thither as next heir, 
and that the brother of AJiaticus then only was. There is often ''menti- 
on made of this younger brother of AJiaticus by fuch as write of thofe 
times, but none of them, who fpeak of him as fuch, acquaint us of his 
name. But what Strabo tells us of Seleucus Cybrofadtes puts it beyond 
doubt, that he was the perfon. For he tells us of him, s that he was called 
into Egypt to marry Berenice , and that he was of the Selencian family, 
both which put together plainly prove this Seleucus could be none other, 
than the younger brother of AJiaticus ; tor after AJiaticus's death there was 
none other remaining of the Seleucian family, but this younger brother 
of his only. And therefore when he was put to death, as is above-men- 
tioned, in him ended the whole race of Seleucus, and none of it were any 
more left to furvive the lofs of that empire, which they once poflefled. 

ALEXANDER the eldeft fon of Arijtobulus, while he was carry- 
ing prifoner to Rome by *Pompey, having made his efcape, as hath been 
already mentioned, returned into Judaa ; and h having there gotten toge- 
ther an army of ten thoufand foot, and fifteen hundred horfe, and feized 
Alexandrium, Macharus, Hyrcania, and feveral other ftrong caltles, he 
well fortified and garrifoned them, and from thence ravaged the whole 
countrey. Hyrcanus being too weak to take the field againft him, he 
would have fortified Jerufalem for his defence , by rebuilding the walls 
which Tompey had demolimed ; but the Romans not permitting this, he 
was forced to call them into his aid ; whereon Gabinius prefident of Sy- 
ria, and M. Antonius who was general of the horfe under him, came into 
Judaa with a great army for the quelling of thefe troubles, and being there 
joined by Antipater, Titholus, and Malichus with thofe Jews under their 
command, that were of Hyrcanus's party, they came to a battel with 
Alexander near Jerufalem, wherein Alexander being overthrown with the 
lofs of three thoufand men flain, and as many taken prifoners, fled to 
Alexandrium, where Gabinus having purfued him, there -Ihut him up and 
befieged him. But that caftle being naturally ftrong, as fituated upon the 
top of an high mountain, and alfo well fortified by art, it could not eafily 
be taken ; Gabinius therefore leaving one part of his army to block it up 
marched with the other part round the countrey to take view of the con- 
dition it was in, and finding Samaria, Azottu, Gaza, Raphia, Anthedon, 
Jamnia, Scythopolis, Apollonia, Dora, Mariffa, and feveral other cities 
lying in ruins, as having been demolimed in their wars with the Ajmonaans, 
he ordered them all again to be repaired, and then returned to the fiege 
of Alexatidrinm, where repaired to him the mother of Alexander, a very 
wife and difcreet woman, who being folicitous for her husband and chil- 
dren that had been carried captive to Rome, in order to obtain favour for 
them endeavoured to recommend her felf to the Romans all fhe could, that 
fo Ihe might be the better enabled to intercede in their behalf, and there- 
fore having with this view done them all manner of fervice, wherever flie 
had power, flie thereby fo ingratiated her felf. with Gabinius, and got ib 
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great an intereft in him, that fhe obtained every thing of him that flie de- 
fired. And therefore by her means a treaty of peace being commenced, 
Alexander furrendered Alexandrium, and all his other caftles, which be- 
ing immediately rafed to the ground by the advice of this lady, that they 
might not become the occafion of another war, he was thereon difmifs'd 
with pardon and impunity for all that was paft. 

After this Gabinius going up to Jerufalem ! reftored Hyrcanus to the 
high-priefthood, but made a very confiderable alteration in the civil go- 
vernment, changing in a manner the whole form of it, and reducing it 
from a monarchy to an ariftocracy. Hitherto k the government had been 
managed under the Prince by two forts of councils or courts of juftice, 
one confiding of twenty three perfons called the leffer fanhedrim, and the 
other of feventy two perfons called the great fanhedrim. Of the firft fort 
there was one in every city, only in Jerufalem, becaufe of the greatnefs of 
the place and the multiplicity of bufinefs thence arifing, there were two of 
them fitting apart from each other in two diftindr rooms. Of the other 
fort there was one only always fitting in the temple at Jerufalem till that 
time. The leffer fanhedrims difpatched all affairs of juftice ariling within 
the refpective cities where they fat, and the precinfts belonging to them. 
The great fanhedrim prefided over the affairs of the whole nation, received 
appeals from the leffer fanhedrims, interpreted the laws, and by new in- 
fiitutions from time to time regulated the executing of them. 'All this Ga- 
binius abolifh'd, and inftead hereof erefled five courts or fanhedrims, in- 
vefting each with fovereign power independent of each other. The firft 
of them he placed at Jerufalem, the fecond at Jericho, the third at Gadara, 
the fourth at Amathus, and the fifth at Scphoris', and having under thefe 
five cities divided the whole land into five provinces, he ordered all to re- 
pair for juftice to thofe courts, which he had eftablifhed in them ; that is 
each to the court of that province of which he was an inhabitant, and 
there every thing was ultimately determin'd. The tyranny of Alexattder 
Jannaus had made the Jews weary of regal government : And therefore 
they had formerly "petitioned Tompey for the abolifhing of it at the time 
when he heard the caufe of the two brothers at Damafcus ; and in com- 
pliance with them he went fo far, as "to take away the diadem, and the 
name of King, though he did not the power. For when he reftored Hyr- 
canus he gave him the fovereign authority though under another ftyle. 
But now they prevailed with Gabinim to take away the power as well as 
the name, which he effectually did by the alteration I have mentioned. 
For hereby he changed the monarchy into an ariftocracy, and inftead of 
the Prince thenceforth the nobles of the land had in thefe five courts the 
fole government of it. But afterwards 0 Julius Ceefar on his paffing through 
Syria after the Alexandrian war re-inveRed Hyrcanus in the principality, and 
reftored again the old form of the government as in former times. But 
befides thefe two forts of fanhedrims or courts, p there was a third among 
the Jews, which was not affecf ed by any of thefe alterations, but flood 
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the fame under all of them ; and this was the court of three, which was 
for the deciding of all controverfies about bargains, fales, contracts, and 
other fuch matters of common right between man and man, in all which 
cafes one of the litigants chofe one judge, and the other another, and thefe 
two chofe a third, which three conftituted a court to hear and ultimately 
determine the matter in conteft. And fomething like this I hear is now 
in 'Denmark, whereby fuch cafes as with us make long and chargeable 
fuits, are fummarily heard and finally determined by a like court of three 
in the fame manner chofen, before which each party pleads his own caufe 
and hath fpeedy juftice awarded him without the afliftance of folicitors, 
attorneys, or any other fuch agents of the law. Thus much may ferve for 
the information of the Englijh reader, concerning the fanhedrims or courts 
of juftice, which were anciently in ufe among the Jews. Thofe who 
would dive farther into the knowledge of them may read the mifhnical 
traft Sanhedrim, and the Gemara upon the fame, Maimonides\ tract under 
the fame title, Selden de Synedriis, Cock's Sanhedrin, and others. 

Towards the latter end of the year * Ariftobulus late King of Judtea, 
who was led in triumph by Tompey, and after that ihut up in prifon at 
Rome, having with his fon Antigonus made his efcape thence returned into 
Jud<ea, and there raifed new troubles. For immediately great numbers 
reforted to him, among whom was Titholaus, who hitherto had been one 
iOf the chief leaders on the fide of Hyrcamis, and was at prefcnt governor 
of Jerufalem ; but having now taken fome difguft, for what it is not faid, 
went over to the other fide, carrying with him a thoufand men well arm- 
ed. Ariftobulus having out of all thofe, that came in unto him, felected 
fuch as had arms, formed with them an army, and difmhTed all the reft, 
He firft re-edified Alexandrium, and having furnifhed it with a ftrong gar- 
rifon marched with the reft, being about eight thoufand men, towards 
Macharus, another ftrong place beyond Jordan, lately demolifhed, defign- 
ing to reftore and garrifon that alfo in like manner as he had Alexandrium, 
But Gabinius hearing of thefe doings fent Sijenna his fon with Antonins 
and Ser-vilius two of his chief lieutenants againft him, who having over- 
taken him in his march to Macharus, and forced him to an engagement, 
vanquifhed him with the (laughter of five thoufand of his men. Arijtobuhts 
with a thoufand of the remainder got to Macharus, and there they endea- 
voured to fortify and maintain themfelves. But on the coming up of the 
Romans to them they were foon overpower'd ; for after two days refiftance 
the place was taken, and Ariftobulus being grievoufly wounded was taken 
in it with Antigonus his fon, and both were fent back again to Rome into 
their former gaol. But Gabinius having informed the fenate that he had 
promifed the wife of Ariftobulus on her procuring the yielding up of the 
caftles, that her children fliould be releafed, it was accordingly perform- 
ed. For Ariftobulus only being retained in chains, Antigonus and all the 
reft of his children were permitted to depart , and return again into 
Judaa. 

A.y6. ORODES and Mithridates the fons of Thraates King of Tarthia 
mKll.8 r confpiring againft their father impioufly became the authors of his death, 
' after he had reigned over the c Parthians about twelve years. The ambi- 
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tion of reigning having been the caufe of this parricide, it became the caufe 
alfo of great contention between the two brothers, while each itrived to 
poflefs the throne, which they had by their horrid wickednefs made va- 
cant. Orodes being the elder brother firft took poffeflion of it, but was 
loon difplaced and driven into banifhment by Mithridates. But he having 
foon made himfelf odious to the Tarthians by his cruelty, Surenas, who 
next the throne held the firft place of honour and power in that kingdom, 
took the advantage of it again to bring back Orodes, to whofe intereft he 
had all along adhered, and replaced him again on the throne. Whereon 
Mithridates being forced into the banishment from which his brother was 
returned fled to Gabinius, and on his arrival in Syria finding him pre- 
paring for an expedition againft the Arabs., he perfuaded him rather to 
turn his arms againft the Tarthians for the effecting of his reftoration. And 
Gabinim's heart being wholly fet upon gain, he was eafily prevailed on to 
hearken to him, as knowing that the Tartbians being a rich nation moil 
plunder was there to be had. And accordingly he fet himfelf on his march 
that way, taking Mithridates along with him for his guide. But on his 
having paffed the Euphrates he was accofted with another propofal ; for 
thither " came to him Ttolemy Auletes the deprived King of Egypt, with 
letters from Tompey, and offered him ten thoufand talents to re-eftabliih 
him again in his kingdom. The reward being very great, and the enter- 
prize much lefs dangerous, both thefe confiderations together induced 
him to undertake the matter; and therefore quitting his intended expedi- 
tion againft the Tarthians he repaffed the Euphrates, and marched tho- 
rough Taleftine directly into Egypt ; whereon Mithridates finding his caufe 
deferted 1 returned into Babylonia and there feized Sclencia, where Orodes 
ftraightly befieging him brought him to that diftrefs, that he voluntarily fur- 
rendered himfelf out of hopes of having his life fpared as being a brother ; 
but Orodes looking on him more as an enemy than as a brother, caufed 
him to be {lain before his face. 

On Gabiniufs arrival on the borders of Egypt, "he fent Antony with a 
body of horfe to feize the paffes, and open the way for the reft of the ar- 
my to follow. This was the famous Mark Antony, who afterwards as 
triumvir governed one third part of the Roman empire for feveral years. 
He accompanied Gabinius into Syria as general of the horfe under him, as 
hath been already mentioned , and in that fervice firft fignalized himfelf. 
Being a young man of great courage and a bold fpirit he was the chief pro- 
moter of this expedition, though molt of the other general officers were 
againft it : But Antony giving his opinion as beft agreed with Gabinius's 
greedinefs, carried it againft them all. And as he was the chief advifer of 
this undertaking, fo alfo was he the moft vigorous acior in it, and by his 
firft fuccefs herein made way for all the reft.; for he not only fecured all 
the pafles which he was fent to feize, but took alfo Teleufium, which was 
on that fide the key of Egypt, and the taking of it opened the way and 
became the inlet to all the reft of the kingdom. For this fuccefs w he was 
much beholden to Hyrcanm and Antipater, who not only affifted the Ro* 
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mans'm their march with all neceflaries, but by letters prevailed with the 
Jews of the countrey of Onion near Telujium to be helpful unto them, 
without which Antony could not fo foon have made himfelf mafter of that 
city. * Archelaus was at this time King of Egypt, as having been called 
thither after the death of Seleucus Cybiofatles to marry Berenice, and reign 
with her in that kingdom, as hath been already related. He having con- 
tracted an intimate friendihip with Gabinius, while he ferved under Tom- 
fey as one of his lieutenants in the Mithridatic war , he y came out of 
Tontus into Syria to him on his obtaining that province, to be there af- 
fifting to him in his wars, and there alfo made an intimate friendihip with 
Antony ; and no doubt but it was with the knowledge and approbation of 
both of them, that when called from Syria into Egypt he accepted of the 
invitation. However nothing of this could fecure him from this invafion : 
The avarice of Gabinius took place of all regard to the friendihip he had 
formerly with him. 

An. f 5. GA BIN1VS as foon as he was acquainted of Antony's fuccefs * march- 
jj^jj" ed with his whole army into the very heart of Egypt. This was in the 
"middle of winter: For then the Nile being at the loweft, Egypt was at 
that time the fitteft for an invafion. However Archelaus being a very va- 
liant and a very fenfible man omitted nothing that could be done for his 
defence, but flood his ground in feveral confli&s againft the invaders. But 
the Egyptians being an effeminate daftardly fort of people, forward to mu- 
tiny againft all orders of war, and backward to all ads of valour in it, he 
could make no work of it with fuch hands, but being overpowered by the 
well-difciplin'd forces of the Romans, was at length finally vanquiflied, and 
himfelf flain in the battel, valiantly fighting in the defence of the caufe which 
he had undertaken. After his death a Antony had fo much regard to the 
friendihip that had been between them, that as foon as he heard of his 
being flain, he commanded his body to be fought for on the field of bat- 
tel, and caufed it to be buried with a royal funeral, which gained him the 
love of the Egyptians ever after. And perchance it was procured by a 
like favour from Gabinius, that his fon was appointed by the Romans to 
fucceed him at Comana. But thefe after- afts were of too little value to 
make any amends for the lofs of his kingdom and his life, which they had 
fo unjuftly deprived him of. 

After Archelaus was flain all Egypt was foon reduced, and forced 
again to receive Auletes, who was thereon thoroughly reftored to his king- 
dom ; and for the better fecuring of him in it Gabinius left fome of his 
Roman forces with him to be for his guard, b who fettling at Alexandria 
foon exchanged the Roman manners for the Egyptian, and degenerated 
into the effeminacy of thofe among whom they dwelt. Auletes as foon 
as he was again refettled in the throne c put Berenice his daughter to death 
for having worn his crown in the time of his exile , and after that pro- 
ceeded to cut off moft of the rich men that had been of the party againft 
him; that by the confifcation of their goods he might raife the money 
promifed Gabinius for his restoration. 
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GABINI'VS having accofnplifhed in Egypt all that he intended by 
his expedition thither, found feafon to haften back again into Syria, great 
diforders having there arifen in his abfence. On d his going into Egypt he 
had entrufted the government in the hands of Sifenna his fon, a raw youth 
of neither age nor experience adequate to fuch a charge, and left fo few 
forces with him, that had he been ever fo well capacitated otherwife, he 
could not with them have been able to do any fervice ; whereon the coun- 
trey was filled with thieves and free-booters, who ravaged it all over without 
controul, there being neither head nor hands then in the province fufficient 
to reprefs them. And "Alexander the fon of ' Arijiobulus taking advantage 
of thefe diforders raifed new troubles in Judaa : For having gotten toge- 
ther a great army, he ranged with it all over the countrey and flew all the 
Romans he could any where find, and drove all the reft to take refuge in 
mount Gerizim, where he ftreightly befieged them, and there Gabinius 
found him on his return ; where feeing the great multitude of thofe he 
had with him he thought it beft firft to deal with them by fair means, and 
therefore fent A7itipater to them to endeavour by promifes of impunity 
and oblivion again to reduce them to quiet; and he had that fuccefs to 
prevail with many of them to delift from their revolt, and return again to 
their own houfes : But Alexander having gotten about him an army of thir- 
ty thoufand men well appointed for the war, refolved to encounter Gabz- 
nht* ; but after a fierce fight near mount Tabor he was vanquifhed with the 
flaughter of ten thouland of his men, and the reft were diilipated and put 
to flight. After this f Gabinius going up to Jerufalem, and having fettled 
all things there according to the mind ofAntipater, marched thence againft 
the Nabathaans, and having overcome them led back his army into Syria, 
and there prepared for his return to Rome. 

Fo r Tompey and Crajffus being this year confuls, had on their entering 
on their office s obtained, by a decree of the Roman people, that Spain and 
Africa Ihould be alUgned to Tompey for five years , and Syria and the 
neighbouring countries to Crafus for the like term, for their confular pro- 
vinces , with full authority to take with them fuch forces as they Ihould 
think fit to raife, and to make war wherever they fhould fee caufe ac- 
cording to their own judgment, without having recourfe to the fenate or 
the people of Rome for their order about it, as all other governors were 
in this cafe obliged to do. Hereon Crajffus h fent a deputy to receive the 
government of Syria from Gabinius, but he refufed to make refignation 
of it, till afterwards he was forced to quit the province by a more power- 
ful command, that of the people and fenate of Rome : For * Gabinius had 
been an exceftive corrupt governor in his province , doing any thing for 
bribes, and felling every thing for money, and extorting great fums in all 
places, and from all perfons, wherever any could be gotten, and by all man- 
ner of means how unjuft and opprefllve foever. The k clamour which this 
raifed all over the province came from all parts of it very loud to Rome 
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againft him ; which fo much anger'd both the fenate and people, that they 
called him home to anfwer thefe accufations ; hut that which moft exafpe- 
raied them was his Egyptian expedition: For it was contrary to the law 
for any governor of a province to go out of the limits of it or begin any 
new wa, * without expreis order from the people or fenate otRorne for it ; 
and alfo there was then publilhed an oracle out of the StbyUme books, 
which forbad the Romans at that time to meddle with the reiteration of 
the -Kin* of Egypt-, againll all which Gabinius having aded without any 
regard to law, right, or religion, the people of Rome were hereby io far 
provoked againft him, that they would immediately have proceeded to 
fentence of condemnation againft- him without tarrying his return, had not 
<Pvmpey and Cragus, the confuls of this year, interpofed to hinder it ; the 
firft out of friend&ip to him, and the other to earn the bribe by which 
he was corrupted. But .on his return the next year after three aftions 
were commenced againft him, one of treafon, and the other two of cor- 
ruption, bribery, and other high mifdemeanors. The firft by virtue of 
hiT money, which was liberally expended on this occalion m bribing the 
iudges, he hardly efcaped by a m majority of fix votes only of the feventy 
thai nudged his caufe. But being caft in the other two, ■ he was font into 
bani/hment, and there lived in poverty, till Cafar brought him back again 
°ln the time of the civil wars. For moft of the money which he had raked 
together by opprcflion, bribery and corruption, was fpent m bribing and 
corrupting others, that fo he might efcape the pumfiiment which he de- 
ferred And thus his vaft treafure which he brought with him out of the 
eaft was waited in the fame way of iniquity in which it was gotten. He 
"having been conftil when Cicero was baniflaed, and then helped forward 
bv hi? authority that fentence againft him, that great orator being now 
3 . i t ™„^w™-.;^>rr r+iic inmrv anrl fmrab v reientmo: It, 



again returned home, remembering this injury and fmtably refentmg it, 
aggravated his crimes to the utmoft againft him in his fpeeches both to the 
folate and people, and particularly we find him fo doing in fome of his 



orations ftill extant. . 

CRASSVS p having his mind much intent upon his ealtern expediti- 
on for which he had obtained a decree of the people in the beginning of the 
vear was very bufy towards the end of his confulfhip in lifting foldiers and 
making all other preparations for it. But "the tribunes of the people then 
in ofifee not approving of his purpofe of making war with the Tarthians 
did all tbev could to obftruci him herein, and would fain have reverfed 
the decree that gave him authority for it; but being overpower d in this 
attempt by military force they turned their endeavours into curfes; and 
'oneof them purfued him with moft horrid and dreadful execrations, as 
he inarched with his army out of Rome for this war, which were all exe- 
cuted upon him in the lamentable manner m which it mifcarried. 

CRASSV S going into his province with an eager defire of amaffing 
* 4 " all the wealth he was able, was no fooner arrived in Syria but he fet him- 
nuViTio. fejf upon all thofe methods, whereby he might beft fatiate this thirft. And 
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being told of the riches of the temple at Jeru/alem 5 he marched thither 
with part of his army to make feizure of it. Eleazar one of the priefts 
was then treafurer of the temple. Among other things, which he had un- 
der his charge, one was a bar of gold of the weight of three hundred He- 
brew Mina. This for the better fecuring of it he had put! jnto a beam, 
which he had caufed to be made hollow for the reception of it, and 
placing this beam over the entrance, which was from the holy place into 
the holy of holies, caufed the veil which parted thefe two places, to be 
hung thereat. Perceiving Crajfas's defign for the plundering of the tem- 
ple he endeavoured to compound the matter with him, and therefore tell- 
ing him of fuch a bar of gold in his cuflody promifed to difcover and de- 
liver it to him upon condition that he would be fatisfied with it, and fpare 
all the veil ; Crajfus accepted of the propofal, and folemnly promifed with 
an oath, that on having this bar of gold delivered to him he would be 
contented with it, and meddle with nothing elfe. Whereon Eleazar took 
down the beam and delivered it to him ; but the perfidious wretch had 
no fooner received it, but forgetting his oath he not only feized the two 
thoufand talents which Tompey left there untouched, but ranfacking the 
temple all over robb'd it of every thing elle, which he thought worth ta- 
king away to the value of eight thoufand talents more. So that the whole 
of this his facrilegious plunder which he took thence amounted to ten 
thoufand talents, which is above two millions of our money. And with 
this thinking himfelf fufficiently furniflied for the Tarthian war r caufed 
a bridge of boats to be made on the Euphrates, and forthwith marched 
over it, and invaded the territories of the King of Tarthia, without hav- 
ing any other caufe for it, than his unfatiable avarice after the riches and 
treafures of the countrey. The Romans 11 had firft by Sylla, and afterwards 
by Tompey, made leagues of peace and alliance with this people, and they 
had never complained of any infractions of them, or any other injuries, 
that might give jult reafon for a war: And therefore the Tarthiaus not 
expecting any fuch invafion were not then prepared in thofe parts to 
withltand it. Whereon w Crafus over-ran a great part of Mefopotamia, 
and took many cities without oppofition, and had he purfued his advan- 
tage he might have taken Seleucia and Ctejiphon alfo, and made himfelf 
mailer of all Babylonia, as well as Mefopotamia. But the fummer being 
fpent he repaired the Euphrates, and put his army into winter quarters in 
the cities of Syria, leaving only feven thoufand foot and one thoufand 
horfe behind to garrifon the places he had taken ; whereby he gave leifure 
for the Tarthiaus to get ready that army againft the next year's campaign, 
with which they wrought his destruction. And whereas he ought on his 
return into Syria to have taken care, that during that winter his foldiers 
Ihould have been well exercifed for the war, and every thing elfe put in 
due preparation for it, he neglected all this; and acting the part of a pub- 
lican rather than of a general, employed himfelf wholly in examining into 
the revenues of the province, and fcrewing them up to the utmoft height 
he was able, and in ufing all other methods of exaction, whereby to en- 
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rich himfelf ; and the plundering of the temple at Jertifalem was not the 
only facrilege he was guilty of , he did the fame all over the province, 
wherever any riches were to be gotten, efpecially at Hierapolis ; for there 
being in that city an ancient temple of the Syrian goddefs called x Atar- 
getis* where much treafure was laid up, as having been the collection of 
many years, he feized it all, and was fo greedy of fecuring the whole of 
it, that left any Ihould be detained or embezled, he fpent a great deal of 
his time to fee it all told out and weighed before him. On his laft comino- 
out of this temple his fon going before him ftumbled at the threfhold, and 
he immediately after it upon him. This was afterwards interpreted as an 
ill omen, foreboding that deftruction which they foon after fell into in 
their battel againft the Tarthians, the fon firft, and afterwards the father. 
An.^. y As foon as the feafon of the year grew proper Craffus called all his 
Hyrca- army together out of their feveral quarters for the profecuting of the war, 
nusir.ii. wn j cn ne nac j ne g Uri U pon the Tarthians. They not expecting a war the 
laft year, were then unprovided to receive him, but having the refpite of 
all the laft winter, they had now gotten ready a very great army for their 
defence. But before they entered with it on any action, ambafladors were 
fent from Qrodes their King to the Roman general, to know for what rea- 
fon he made war upon him ; to which having received no other anfwer, 
but that he would declare it when he mould come to Seleucia, returned 
with certain notice that nothing but war was to be expetted ; and there- 
fore Orades having divided his army into two parts marched in perfon 
with one of them towards the borders of Armenia, and fent the other un- 
der the command of Surenas into Mefopotamia, who as foon as he was 
there arrived retook feveral of thofe places which Crajfus had made him- 
felf matter of the former year; whereon the garrifon foldiers that efcaped, 
fleeing to the Roman camp fill'd it with a terrible report of the number, 
power, and ftrength of the enemy, which did caft fuch a damp upon the 
whole army, that not only the common foldiers, but alfo the general 
officers fell in their courage as to this expedition; fo that fome of them, 
and efpecially Caffim, Crajfus's queftor (the fame who was afterward a chief 
aftor in the murder of Julius Cajar, ahd was then next the general the 
moft confiderable perfon in the army) perfuaded Crajfits to flop a while, 
and well confider the matter over again, before he proceeded any farther 
in it. At t,his fame time came to him Krtabaszes or Arta-vafdes (for he is 
called by both names) King of Armenia, who had lately fucceeded Ti- 
granes his father in that kingdom. He brought with him fix thoufand 
horfe* which were only his life guard. Befides thefe, he told Crajjus he 
had ten thoufand Curiajpers, and thirty thoufand foot ready for his fer- 
vice. But advifed him by no means to march his army through the plains 
of Mejbgotamia* but to take his way through Armenia into the Tarthian 
dominions. His reafons for it were, that Armenia being a rough moun- 
tainous countrey, the Tartbian horfe, of which their army did moftly con- 
ftft, would there be ufelefs ; and alfo there he could take care, that his 
army ftjould be plentifully provided with all neceffaries, both which would 
be otherwife, if he led his army thorough the plains of Mefopotamia-, for 
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the 'Parthian horfe would there have their thorough advantage againft him* 
and he would often in that countrey meet with fandy delarts, where he 
would be diftreffed for want both of water, and all other provifions for 
his army. This was the bell advice that could be given him, but being 
condemned to fuffer the deftruction which his facrilegious robbing God's 
temple at Jerufakm deferved, he defpifed it all, telling Artabazes that 
having left many valiant Romans to garrifort the towns which he had taken 
the laft year in Mefopotamia, he was neceffitated to take that way, that 
they might not be deferted to the mercy of the enemy ; but that as to his 
auxiliaries he accepted of them, and ordered him fpeedily to bring them 
to him; and the profpect of fo confiderable a reinforcement chiefly en- 
couraged him, contrary to the advice of the wifeft about him, to proceed 
on this expedition ; and therefore without any farther delay he patted the 
Euphrates at Zetigma y and again entered Mefopotamia with his army. 
But Artabazes on his return finding Orodes on his borders with a great 
army, was forced to flay at home to defend his own countrey, and there- 
fore could not give Crajfus the affiftance which he had promiled him. 

2 On Crajfus's being thus entered Mefopotamia, Coffins advifed him to 
put in at fome of his garrifon'd towns, and there reft and refre/h his army 
for a while, till he mould have gained certain intelligence of the number, 
ftrength, and power of the enemy, and in what place and pofture they 
were in ; but if he thought not fit to make any fuch delay, that he mould 
take his march to Seleucia down along the banks of the Euphrates ; for 
by keeping clofe to that river he would avoid being furrounded by the 
Parthians, and by his fhips upon it he might be conftantly fupplied with 
provifions and all other neceiTaries, which he mould be in want of; but 
while he was confidering on this advice, and thinking to follow it, there 
came to him a crafty Arabian who beat him off thefe and all other mea- 
fures, excepting thofe which tended to his ruin, whereinto at length he 
effectually led him. He was the head of an Arabian tribe (fuch as the 
Greeks called Phylarchs, and the prefent Arabs, SheksJ and having for- 
merly ferved under Pompey was well known to many in the Roman army, 
and looked on as their friendj and for this reafon he was made choice of, 
and fent by Surenas to act this part ; and he did it fo artfully and effectu- 
ally that the ruin of Crajfus and his army was chiefly owing hereto. He 
is by different authors called • by different names ; but whatever his name 
was, on his coming to Crajfus he perfuaded him off from that wife and 
good advice which Cafftus had given him, telling him that the Parthians 
durft not Hand him* that he had nothing elfe to do for the gaining of an ab- 
folute victory over them, but to march againft them and take it ; and offer- 
ed himfelf for a guide to conduct him the directeft way to - them, which 
Crajfus, beguiled by his fair words and bewitched by his flattery, accept- 
ed of ; whereon he led him into the open plains of Mefopotamia ; and al- 
tho' CaJJius and others fufpected the treachery of this man, and therefore 
prefTed Crajfus no longer to follow him, but to retreat to the mountains, 
where he might beft be able to baffle the power of the 'Parthian horfe, 
and meflengers then came to his camp from Artabazes of purpofe to per- 
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fuade him to the fame thing ; yet being overpowered by the falfe and lying 
pretences of this man he ftill followed him, till at length the traitor having 
led him into a fandy defart, where the Tarthians might have the beft ad- 
vantage to deftroy him, rode off to Surenas to acquaint him of it, who 
thereon falling upon him gave a terrible defeat to the whole Roman army ; 
wherein Ttiblius Crajfus the general's fon, and great numbers of other Ro- 
mans were flain, and the reft forced to flee to Carrhte (the ancient Haran 
of the holy fcriptures) nigh which the battel was fought, where they reft- 
ed the day after ; but the night following Crajfus endeavouring to efcape 
committed himfelf to the guidance of one Andromachus another traitor, 
who having led him into the midft of bogs , and morafles he was there 
overtaken by Surenas and flain, and many other noble Romans there un- 
derwent the fame fate with him. CaJJius at firft accompanied Crajfus in 
his retreat ; but foon finding reafon to fufpeci that Andromachus conduct- 
ed him with as much treachery as his laft Arabian guide, returned again 
to Carrha, and from thence with five hundred horfe made his way back 
into Syria by a valiant and well conducted retreat. This defeat was the 
greateft blow which the Romans had at any time received fince the battel 
of Ca-ana, having loft in it b twenty thoufand men flain and ten thoufand 
taken prifoners; the reft making their efcape by feveral ways into Arme- 
nia, Cilicia, and Syria, after that again gathered together, and c formed an 
army under Cajftts in Syria; whereby he was enabled to preferve that 
province from falling into the hands of the enemy. C?-<2j)fof made a great 
number of falfe fteps in the whole conduct of this war ; and altho' he was 
often warned and told of them, yet being deaf to all good advice he ob- 
ftinately followed his own delufions till he perilhed in them ; for being for 
his impious facrilege at Jertifalem juftly dellin'd to deftruclion, God did 
caft infatuations into all his councils for the leading him thereto.. Or odes 
d was at this time in Armenia, having there made peace with Artabazes : 
For Artabazes on the return of the meflengers, which he laft fent to the 
Roman camp, finding by the account which they brought him of the mea- 
fures which Crajfus took in that war, that he mull neceflarily be undone, 
compounded all matters with Orodes, and .on giving one of his fillers in 
marriage to Tacorus the fon of Orodes reftored himfelf to full amity with 
him by this alliance. And while they were fitting together, at the nuptial 
feaft, in came a meflenger who prefented Orodes with the, head and. hand 
of Crajfus, which Surenas hadjCaufed to be cut off, and fent to him.. This 
much encreafed the joy and mirth of the. feaff ; and itisfaid c that melted 
gold was then poured in the mouth of the . decollated head by way of 
mockage, as if they would this way fatiate , his . grea^t. rand; greedy thirft af- 
ter it. However Surenas did not lqngrejpice. in .this, yidtory-; for Orodes 
envying him the glory of it, and alfp ; . growing, jealous, ,pf the great aug- 
mentation, which accrued herefrom tpjhis .power and intereft, f foon after 
caufed him to be put to death.' This Surenas « was .a -.very. extraordinary 
perfon, tho' he was but 30 years old,. yet. ; he was ; of consummate. wi£dom 
and difcretion, in valour and prowefsrhe, exceeded all of his time* and as . 
to his perfon no one was of a larger fize,,pr better: fliaped,. And ;for . wealth, 
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power, and authority he. was much above all others, next the King the 
firft man in the kingdom. The honour of crowning the King belonged 
to him by his birth, it having been long in his family, and by right of in- 
heritance defcended to him. Whenever he travell'd from place to place* 
he always, had. a thoufand camels to carry his baggage, two hundred cha- 
riots for the fervice of his wives and concubines, and a thoufand com- 
pleatly armed horfemen for his life-guard, with a great many more light 
armed, befides his retinue of fervants, which amounted to ten thoufand 
more. . However all this could not fecure him; for Still having, a tyrant 
above him, he loft his life by his command in the manner as I have men- 
tioned. . : . 
■ The Tarthiaus thinking to find Syria after the late defeat of the Roman 
army void of defence 11 made an invafion upon that countrey: But Caffius l^siii* 
on his efcape thither having gotten together the army I have mentioned, 
gave them fuch a warm reception that they were forced to repafs the Eu- 
phrates with baffle and difappointment. They came now but with a fmall 
army expecting no opposition ; but when they found that they had to deal 
with another fort of man than Crajfus, and that he had greater Strength 
about him than they could Stand before, they retreated again into their own 
territories to fetch more forces for a fecond invafion. In the interim i Caf- 
fius went to Tyre, and having fettled all matters on that fide of the pro- 
vince, marched into the countrey of the Jews, and there befieged Tarichaa 
a city on the Southern flioar of the lake of Gemiefareth, where Titholaus 
had fhut himfelf up with the remainder of Arijlobuluis faction, to which 
he had lately revolted. Caffius having taken the place carried all into Sla- 
very whom he took: therein, only Titholaus he put to death by the advice 
of Antipater, as the likeliefl way to quell the faction which he then headed. 
After this having forced Alexander the fon of Arifiobulus to terms of peacej 
he marched to the Euphrates to oppofe the Tarthians, who were preparing 
to make another invafion into Syria. " 

M, GAL TV R NJV S Bibulus k had Syria, and M. Tullius Cicero 1 Ci- St. 
licia affigned them by the Romans for their confular provinces. This Bi- H y r I c I a " 
bulus was the fame who had been conful with Julius Cafar. Cicero foon nUS * 3 
went to his charge, but Bibulus making delays Caffius ftill continued to 
govern Syria, and it was well for the Roman interest in that province that 
he did fo, the affairs of it then needing an abler man than Bibulus to ma- 
nage them : For as foon as the fpring grew up Tacorus m the fon of Orodes 
King of Tart hi a pafled the Euphrates with a great army, and invaded 
Syria. Tacorus being then very young had only the name of general, 
O faces an old and experienced commander, who was fent with him, had 
truly the direction and government of the whole war. On his entrance 
into Syria n he marched on to Antioch, and laid fiege to the place, Shut- 
ting up Caffius with all his forces in it. * Cicero, who was now in his pro- 
vince, receiving intelligence hereof from Antiochus King of Commagena 
gathered together all the forces he could, and marched to the eaftern bor- 
ders of his province lying next Armenia, that being there he might not 
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c&ffy tffe Armenians from invading Capfadocia, but alfo be nigh at 
h«fid to^ftilt Cajfht* in cafe of need. And at thefame time he fent other 
fo¥ceV tidWardfr ihe mountain Antamts for the fame purpofe, * who falling 
or* treat party of 'Parthian horfe, which had that way entered Cilicia, 
ctft ihttftofP all to a tafan. An * account hereof, and of Cipro's approach 
crffKiflg'tjO' Anthehi much erieourafged Caffius and his men in the defence 
of a& p^&fee, and to difcouraged arid intimidated the Tarthians, 1 that de- 
lpsiritfg df carrying the place they raifed the fiege, and marching to Anti- 
gWi* ^rfbtfcer Sjiriati city in the neighbourhood, fat down before it. But 
having tWere ; as tftrie fuceefs as at Atitioch, by reafon of their utter unskil- 
fulnels of managing fuch fieges, were forced in like manner to rife from 
befell if* ; arid fflkfth'tfi. ■Whefedii ^Ckffiui laying an ambufh in their 
way, aadftaving drawn them into it, gave them? a thorough defeat, flaying 
g^acnufitbers of their men* andOJaces their general among them. . Here- 
on &e &drs&i&i tthy the Euphrates, but towards the end of the 
ftinrmesr ihe^ ^tetttrned again, 'and wintered in Cyrfbeftica a northern di- 
i\t3& of die 'province of Syria. In the interim Bibulw being come into his 
pioyincte, Cxffiits delivered to him the government, and returned to Rome. 

. CJCERO on his hearing of the departure of the Tartbians from An- 
tivefr t "turned his fbrces againii the inhabitants of mount Amanits, who 
lying between Syria and Cilicia (for that mountain is the common boun- 
dary of .tedthi) fubmitted to the governors of neither of thefe provinces, 
but lived in a ftate of war with both, making continual inroads and de- 
predations upon thofe countries. Thefe Cicero totally fubdued, taking all 
their caftl<t& and deftroying all their ftrong holds.' After w this he fell up- 
on another barbarous and favage fort of people in thofe parts, who; called 
therhfelves. the Eient hem-Cilices* i. e. the free Ciltcians, pretending never 
to have yielded fubjedion to any of the Kings that bore rule over thofe 
countries; and having taken all their cities, utterly fubdued them, and 
brought them under order, to the great comfort and fatisfa&ion of all their 
neighbours, to whom they were a conftant plague. Hereon . Cicero was 
fainted Imperator by his army, which was a title ufually given by the Ro- 
man foldiers to their general after fome fignal viftory ; and on his return 
from this war, he was received "with the general joy and acclamation of 
all his provincials for his good fuceefs therein, and the benefit which they 
received from it. And for this he had on his coming back to Rome> ^the 
honour of a triumph offered to him, but the civil wars between Cafar 
apd Ttmfey being then ready to break out, he waved it for that reafon, 
as. not thinking *ny publick Solemnity of rejoicing proper when the pub- 
lic^ ftate of his countrey was juft falling under fo great A calamity. 

This fame year 2 died Ttolemy Auletes King of Egypt-, "he left be- 
hind him two fens,, and two daughters. By his b will he bequeathed his 
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crown to the eldeft of his fons and the eldeft of his daughters, ordering 
them to be joined to each other in marriage according to the ufage of 
their family, and both jointly together to govern the Egyptian kingdom ; 
and' becaufe they, were both at that time very young (Cleopatra the eldeft 
of them being then but feventcen) he committed them to the tuition of 
the Roman fenate. This was the Cleopatra^ who was afterwards fo infa- 
mous for her lafcivious amours, especially with Marc Antony the Roman 
Triumvir. 

BlBVLVS 'being now in his province, had thither brought him from An. 5-0. 
Alexandria c the ill news of the death of two of his fons, young men of ^us'iTm. 
great hopes, who were there (lain by the Roman horfe-men, whom Gabi- 
■niuS left in that city for a guard to Ptolemy Auletes, on his reftoring him 
to his kingdom. Cleopatra, who then governed Egypt with her brother, 
fent the murderers to Bibulus, that lie might revenge this fad in fuch man- 
ner as he fhould think fit. But he fent them back with this meilage, that 
the revenging of this wrong belonged not to him, but to the fenate of 
Rome. 

And while he was under this grief, he had another trouble brought up- 
on him by the Parthians, who made another invafion upon Syria ; rf ibr 
they having wintered in Cyrrheftica on this fide the Euphrates, as loon as. 
the feafon was proper, again took the field, and marching -to Autioch, be- 
fieged that city a fccond time, with Bibulus and all his forces in it. Bi- 
bulus bore the fiege without making as much as one fidly for the driving 
of the enemy thence. But what he durft not attempt by force, he effect- 
ed by craft. For e having by his agents encouraged Qrdmopantes a noble 
Parthian, who had been much difgufted by Qredes >( to raife a rebellion 
againft him, this army was called back to fupprefs it; : whereby Bibulus. 
and the whole province of Syria were delivered from a war, which very 
much diftreffed them. At the end of the year, the time of his govern- 
ment expiring, f he returned to Rome, and arrived there when the war be- 
tween Cafar and Tompey was juft breaking out, in which war joining with 
Pompey, s he became his chief admiral, and died of fieknefs in that office 
on board the fleet, which he commanded for him. 

Fob. the differences between Cafar and Pompey arifing to that height, 
that they could no otherwife be decided, but by the fword, b C<e/ar in the 
beginning of our 'December palfed the Rubicon, and thereby begun that 
war between them, which brought deftrucfjon upon them both, and at 
length ended in the total fubyerfion of the Roman republick. On this 
march of Cafar's, Pompey with all of his party left Rome, and hafted to 
Brundujium, thence to pafs over into E pirns, and Cafar purfued him to 
that port. But altho' he arrived thither on the %6 th of December, feven 
days before Pompey\ departure thence, yet he could not hinder his paf- 
fage. 
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Ah. 49 . Fo r on the third of January following he failed out of the port of 1 Brun- 
nusThij.. duftttm, and landed with all the forces he had about him on the other fide 
of the Adriatic, in the countrey where he intended, and there did fet him- 
felf to gather together fuch an army as might enable him to Hand the ene- 
my, for which Cafar allowed him a whole year's time : For as foon as 
Tompey was gone from Brundujium, he returned back from thence, and in 
fixty days time having reduced all Italy under him came to Rome. On his 
arrival thither, having comforted the people with fair words and promifes 
of doing all things for the advantage of them and the republick, k he re- 
leafed out of prifon Ariftobulus King of Jridaa, and fent him with two le- 
gions into his own countrey to promote his intereft there, and in the neigh- 
bouring parts of Syria, Thosnicia, and Arabia. But thofe of 'JPompey's par- 
ty found means to give him poifon in his way, whereof he died. And 
whereas 1 Alexander the fon of Ariftobulus had, on the expectation of his 
father's return, raifed forces to join him on his arrival, Tompey fent orders 
to Scipio to put him to death ; and therefore having caufed him to be taken 
and brought to Antioch, there condemned him in a formal trial, and cut 
off his head. This Scipio was m 6K Metellus Scipio, who had been cohful 
with Tompey three years before , and then married him to Cornelia his 
daughter ; ftie being then a widow on the death of Tnblius Crajfus her 
former husbandj who was {lain with his father in the Tartbian war. On 
Bibuluss return* he was appointed prefident of Syria, and on Totnpey's 
leaving Rome was haften'd thither with Cneins the eldeft of Tompey's fons 
to fecure that province to him, and all their Ihipping for the augmenting 
of his fleet : And to oppofe him herein was it that Cafa'r releafed Arifto- 
bulus and fent him into Judaa. And had he arrived there with the forces 
affigned him, he Would no doubt have fully anfwered the . end for which 
he-was ordered thither, and very much embarrafled, if not wholly baffled, 
all Tompey's defigns in thofe parts. 

From Rome C afar 0 paired into Spain: For that province being in Tom- 
pey % hands with feveral forces there attached to his intereft, Cafar thought 
not fit to leave- fuch a countrey behind him in the power of his enemy, 
and therefore marched thorough Gallia thither, and having {ubdued Afra- 
nius, Tetreius, and Varro, Tompey's lieutenants in that countrey, and fet- 
tled the whole province in his intereft, he returned again to Rome about 
the time of thevautumnal equinox. On his arrival thither he was declared 
dictator, but after eleven days again laying down . that office, he and ' Ser- 
•vilius Ifaurieus were elected confuls for the enfuing year: p And imme- 
diately after he haften'd away to Brundufium , there to pafs the Adriatic 
into Greece againft Tompey . And having in order hereto directed 'all his 
forces to rendezvous at that city, he failed over from' thence with feven 
of his legions, and having fafely landed them at a port near the promon- 
tory of Ceraunium, he fent back Calenus one of his lieutenants with his 
fleet to bring over the reft which he left behind ; but feveral months paf- 
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fed before Antony, who had the command of them, found an opportunity 
to gain a fafe paflage for them over that fea, by reafon of Tompey's fleet, 
which had befet all thofe coafts to intercept them. 

It being about the end of OBober that Cafar landed his feven legions 
on the Grecian fide of the Adriatic, there to profecute the war againft 
<Pompey, almoft a whole year had parted frnce he laft marched back from 
Brtmdufium for the reducing of Italy and Spain. And therefore Tampey 
having all this time to furnifli himfelf with forces for this war, i had now 
gotten together a very numerous army out of Gracia, Afa, and all the 
eaftern countries, and alfo as potent a fleet to fupport his intereft at 
fea. But the feafon being winter, it would permit neither of the fleets 
to be abroad at fea, nor the armies to take the field at land ; fo that both 
fides lay ftiH in their winter quarters. 

B u t when the fpring came on r both fides prepared for action , and 4 s - 
Cafar having now gotten the reft of his forces over to him, each armymwlLifi. 
took the field, and encamped againft each other near Ttyrrachium, now 
called Tturazzo. In feveral skirmifhes Cafar had the better; but at 
length in one of them he received fo great a defeat, that he acknowledged 
he mult then have been utterly undone had Tompey feen his advantage and 
purfued it. This having made him pafs the enfuing night without fleep, 
by reafon of the trouble of his mind for what had happen'd, he fpent it 
wholly in confidering the ill ftate of his affairs, and by revolving it over 
in his thoughts came to fee, s that he had been guilty of a great error in 
carrying on this war againft Tompey on the fea fide, where the enemy had 
a great fleet abfolutely to command thofe feas, and he none at all : For 
hereby Tompey's army was conftantly fupplied with all necefTaries, and 
Cafar 's on the other fide as much diftrefled for want of them,- and there- 
fore condemning himfelf for this conduct, he refolved immediately to al- 
ter it, and accordingly decamped the next day, and marched towards 
Theffaly, where was plenty of all things, purpofing thereby to draw Tom- 
fey after him to a battel, or elfe to fall on Scipio Tompey's father-in-law, 
who was then in Macedonia. I have above mentioned how he was fent 
from Rome before Tompey receded from thence to be provincial governor 
of Syria. On his arrival thither he grievoufly pillaged and opprefled that 
countrey with all manner of exactions to raife money for the carrying on 
of this war in the behalf of his fon-in-law, for whofe caufe of all others 
he exprefFed the greateft zeal ; Whereby having fet on foot an army at 
land , and equipped a great fleet at fea , he marched with the army to- 
wards Greece, there to join Tompey, and committed the fleet to the charge 
of Cneius, Tompey's eldeft fori', who taking in fifty other auxiliary fhips 
from Egypt, failed 1 with them to the Adriatic, and there joined the reft 
of his father's fleet. Scipio in his march having led his forces through the 
Leffer Afa, and augmented them in his way with as many others as he 
could pick up in thofe countries , had pafled the Hellefpout with them, 
and was at this time come as far as Macedonia, in order to join Tompey 
for the ftrengthening him in this war; and there Cafar purpofed to fall 
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upon him, if Tompey mould not march after him to prevent it. Tompey 
and thofe with him not being at all aware of the true reafons which put 
Cafar upon this march, took it to have been the eonfequence of his de- 
feat the day before, as if after that he durll not ftay there any longer, and 
therefore marched after him as in purfuit of one that fled: And Cafar 
having taken his rout thorough Epirus and Acamania in a way which was 
fomewhat about, Tompey, the fooner to come up with him, took the Ihort- 
elt cut through Macedonia. In this march Scipio joined Tompey, and Do- 
mititts Calvinus joined Cafar with their armies, and both at length met in 
the plains of Tharfalia in Thejfaly, where it came to a decifwe battel be- 
tween them. Cafar ■=> army confifted of 1 twenty two thoufand foot, and 
a thoufand horfe ; but e Pompey\ was above twice as many : For he had 
forty five thoufand foot, and five thoufand horfe ; but they being moll of 
them raw and inexperienced men, gotten together out of the effeminated 
nations of Lejfer Afa and the eatt, they could not {land before Cafar % 
veterans ; and therefore notwithftanding the great fuperiority of their num- 
ber, they were foon vanquiflied and broken, " fifteen thoufand being (lain, 
twenty four thoufand made prifoners of war, their camp taken, and all the 
reft diffipated and driven to flee for their lives. w Tompey, when he found 
his camp loft, as well as the battel, fled in difguife, and having gotten to 
the next fea-port on the Theffalian fhoar, paffed over to Mitylene, in the 
ifland of Lesbm, where he had fome time before fent Cornelia his wife 
with Sex t us his younger fon ; and having there taken them on board his 
fhip, failed down the Archipelago, and put in at Attalia'm c Pamphylia. As 
fbon as it was known that he was in that port, there came thither to him 
fome mips from Cilicia, and about two thoufand foldiers, and with them 
fixty Roman fenators, who had efcaped the late battel. Hearing, while 
here, that his fleet was ftill fafe, and that Cato having gathered together 
the remains of his broken army had put them on board his fhips, and failed 
with them for Africa, he reflected with much grief on the great error he 
had committed in being drawn from the fea-lhoar to fight Cafar in the 
inland countrey : For had he continued ftill near his fleet, he might on fail- 
ing at land either have reinforced his army from fea, or elfe have Ihipp'd 
it off into fome other part of the Roman empire ; and there have a-new 
tried his fortune. But it being now too late to remedy this falfe ftep, it 
only remained to be confidered what next was to be done in the prefent 
cafe. His firft refolution was to land in x Syria, and feize that province, 
and he hoped there to have for his better fupport the friendfhip of Orodes 
King of Tarthia, to whom he had fent Lucius Hirtius to pray his affiftance, 
or at leaft a fafe retreat into his kingdom in, cafe of need. But* Orodes 
on the hearing of Tompefs misfortune, not only denied him his affiftance, 
but clapp'd his ambaflador in chains. When Tompey firft paffed over from 
Brnndujium into Epirus, there to raife an army againft Cafar, * he had fo- 
licited among others Orodes for his aid in this war. Orodes: promifed what 
he defired, but demanded Syria for his reward ; and that not being granted 



* Pluiatchus in Cxfare. Csefaris comment, de bello civili lib. 3. « This is CsefarV 

account in bis commentaries of the civil w*r, book the third, but Plutarch and Appian reckon the number 
of the flain to be no more than fix thoufand, and quote for it Afinius Pollio a Roman hiftorian con- 
temporary with Cafar. « Plurarchus in Pompeio. Dion Caffius lib. 42,. Caefaris com- 
ment, ibid. x Cajfaris comment, ibid. y Dion Caffius lib.4z> 
*, Dion Caffius lib. 4t. 

him, 



Book VII. the Old and New Testament. 



him> he took this denial for a pretence, not only to deny Pompey his re^ 
queft, but alfo to imprifon the ambaflador by whom he made it. But the 
true meaning of it was, he had no mind to embark in a loft caufe, and 
therefore took this method to renounce it. And upon this fame principle, 
and at the fame time a the people of Antioch in conjunction with the Ro- 
mans then in that city, feized the caftle of Antioch in order to exclude him 
thence, and forbad all of his party to approach that place on pain of death. 
Pompey on his arrival in Cyprus, in his way to Syria, hearing of both thefc 
particulars, fteered his courfe towards Egypt, not then knowing where 
elfe to go. He had been a great friend to Auletes the father of the pre- 
fent King, and by his procurement chiefly was it, that when expelled his 
kingdom, he was again reftored to it, and therefore he expected to have 
been received and a/lifted with equal kindnefs by his fon. b On his arrival 
in Egypt he found Ptolemy with an army on the fea-ihoar between Peltt- 
Jiutn and mount Cajius, and Cleopatra his After with another army not far 
from him: For he having deprived her of that fhare in the government 
which was left her by Auletes\ will, and driven her out of the kingdom, 
lhe had raifed an army in Syria and Palejliue, for the obtaining of her re- 
Itoration, and was now at war with her brother about it. Pompey on his 
drawing near to land fent meflengers to Ptolemy to pray his protection 
and aid in his prefent diftrefs ; Ptolemy being then a minor, was under the 
tuition of Pothinus the eunuch that bred him up, and Achillas the gene- 
ral of his army. Thefe two taking Theodotus a rhetorician, who was the 
King's praceptor, and fome others into confult with them, advifed toge- 
ther what anfwer to return. Some were for receiving him, and others 
for rejecting him, but Theodotus was for neither ; but in a prefling rheto- 
rical fpeech fet forth to them , that the only fafe courfe they had to take 
was to difpatch him : For c he argued, mould they receive him Cafar would 
be revenged on them for their abetting his enemy ; and mould they re- 
fufe to receive him, and he elfewhere gather ftrengtb, and again recover 
his power, he then would be revenged on them for this refufal ; that there- 
fore the only way to fecure them from both was to cut him off: For this 
would make Cafar their friend, and prevent the other from doing them 
any hurt as an enemy ; for, faid he in the words of the proverb, dead men 
do not bite. This way of reafoning having drawn all the reft to his opi- 
nion, they all refolved on it as the fafeft courfe they could take ; and Achil- 
las with Septimius a Roman commander, then in the fervice of the King 
of Egypt, and fome others were fent to execute it ; who having in a fmall 
boat brought Pompey from his fliip on pretence of conducting him to Pto- 
lemy, as foon as they came nigh the ftioar fell upon him and flew him ; 
and having cut off his head caft his dead carcafs upon the ftrand , where 
he had no other funeral but what Philip, an enfrancifed bond-man of his, 
and a poor old Roman, who came thither by accident, could give him by 
making him a funeral pile of the broken pieces of an old boat that lay 
wrecked on the fhoar: And thus ended the life of this great man in the 
fifty ninth year of his age. No man had enjoyed greater profperity till he 
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prophaned the temple of God at Jerufalem ; after that his fortunes were 
in a continual decline, till at length, to expiate for that impiety, he was 
thus vilely murdered in the confines of that countrey, where he had com- 
mitted it. This was done in the fight of his wife and his fort, and the 
reft that accompanied him, whereon they made off* to fea with all the haile 
they were able. Cornelia and Sextus efcaped firft to Tyre, and then to 
Cyprus, and from thence into Africa; but mod of the other (hips were 
taken by the Egyptian gallies that purfued after them, and aii that were 
found on board them were cruelly put to the fword, amongft whom was 
Lucius Lentulus the former year's conful, who was the chief author of 
the war, by obftinately rejecting all the propofals that were made by Cafar 
for peace. 

In the mean time A Cafar purfuing Tompey the fame way, in w T hich he 
fled, failed into Egypt after him, and came to Alexandria juft as the news 
arrived thither of his death, and foon after on his entering the place he 
was prefented with his head ; at the fight of which he wept, and turned 
away his face from it with abhorrence, as from an ungrateful fpe&acle, and 
ordered it to be buried in a proper place with all honourable folemnities. 
C<efar for the greater expedition made this purfuit with very few forces : 
For on his coming to Alexandria, he had c no more with him, than eight 
hundred horfe, and three thoufand two hundred foot. The reft of his 
army he left behind in Greece, and the lefler Afia, under the conduct of 
his lieutenants, for the profecuting of the advantages of his late viftory, 
and the fecuring of his intereft in thofe parts. And therefore confiding 
on his good fortune, and the fame of his great fuccefs at Tharfalia, he 
landed at Alexandria with thefe only, which had like to have proved his 
ruin. For thefe not being fufficient to defend him from the mob and mu- 
tinies of that turbulent city, he very narrowly efcaped perilhing by them: 
For f the Etejian winds then blowing from the north, which continue in 
thofe parts during all the dog-days (in the beginning of which Cafar en- 
tered that port) thefe hinder all Ihips from failing out of Alexandria as 
long as thefe winds laft, « and therefore did put a neceflity upon him of 
tarrying there during all that feafon. In e this vacant time he employed 
himfelf in calling in the debt owed him by Auletes, and in hearing and 
determining the controverfy between Ttolemy and Cleopatra his fifter. 
I have above mentioned how Auletes, when Ceefar was fir ft conful, en- 
gaged him by a bribe of ten thoufand talents to get him to be confirmed 
in his kingdom by the Romans, and enrolled among the friends and allies 
of that powerful ftate ; part only of this fum was then paid, for the reft he 
bound himfelf in the obligation of a debtor afterwards to difcharge it. 
This debt now Cafar called for as needing it to pay his foldiers, and ex- 
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afted it with rigor ; h and Tothinus, who was Ttolemfs chief minifter j 
by feveral artifices made this rigor appear to the people much greater than 
it was. For he bared their temples of their filver and gold utenfils, and 
made the King, and all the great officers of the court, as well as himfelf, 
to eat and drink only in earthen and wooden velfels, pretending that Ca/ar 
had taken away all their filver and gold, that by fo giving out, he might 
the more excite the people againft him. But that which moft exafperated 
them, and at length drove them into a war againft him, was the fecond 
article mentioned, ^is calling "Ptolemy and Cleopatra before him to be 
judged by him as to the controverfy that was between them ; for he had 
fent out his peremptory order to each of them to dilmifs their armies, and 
bring their caufe to his hearing for a final decifion. This was looked on 
as a violation of the majefty, and an invafion upon the fovereign authority 
of their King, who being an independent Prince owned no fuperior, and 
therefore was not as a fubjecf to be judged by any man. But to this Cajar 
anfwered, that he did not take upon him to judge as a fuperior, but as an 
arbitrator appointed by the will of Auletes. For thereby he had put his 
children under the tuition of the Roman ftate, and all the power of the 
Romans being now veiled in him as their dictator (to which office he had 
been appointed at Rome, k as foon as they there heard of the death of Tom- 
fey) it belonged to him to arbitrate and determine this controverfy as 
guardian of thofe children by virtue of that will ; and that he claimed it 
no otherwife, than to execute that will, and fettle peace between the King 
and his fifter, according to the purport of it. This quieting all for the 
prefent, the caufe was accordingly brought to Cajar's hearing, and advo- 
cates were appointed on both fides to plead before him the matter, which 
was in conteft between them. But 1 Cleopatra hearing that Cafar was 
lafcivioufly given to the love of women (as indeed he was to great ex- 
cefs, tho' he never fuffered it to hinder him in any bufinefs) lhe laid a 
plot to take hold of him by this handle, and thereby attach him firft to her 
perfon, and next to her caufe; for lhe being a very wanton woman made 
nothing of proftituting her felf to any one, either for her luft, or her in- 
tereft, according as lhe was actuated by either of them. And therefore 
fending to Cafar lhe complained, that her caufe was betrayed by thofe 
that managed it for her; and therefore prayed, that lhe might be permit- 
ted to come in perfon to him, and plead it her felf before him ; : which be- 
ing granted her, m lhe came fecretly into the port of Alexandria*\n a fmall 
skiff towards the dusk of the evening; and the better to get to Cafar with- 
out being ftopt or obftrucfed by her brother, or any of his party, who 
then commanded the place, lhe caufed her felf to be tied up in her bedding, 
and thus to be carried to Cafar's appartment on the back of one of her 
fervants ; who having laid down his burden at Cafar's feet, and untied it, 
up ftarted the lady with the beft airs lhe could put on. Cufar was much 
pleafed with the ingenious contrivance of her thus coming to him, but 
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much more with the lady, with whofe beauty being at the fitft fight tho- 
roughly fmitten in the manner as proje&ed* he lay with her that night, 
and thereby begot on her a fon, who afterwards was from his name called 
Cefarion. By this favour thinking hiinfelf engaged to do all things for her 
uitereft, " the next morning he fent for Ttolemy> and prefled him to re- 
ceive his filter again upon her own terms. By Which Ttolemy finding 
that Ctefar from being judge was become her advocate, and underftand- 
ing alfo, that fhe was then with him in; that part of the palace where he 
lodged, he fell into a rage hereat, and fpringing out from him to the peo- 
ple in the ftreet, he tore his diadem from his head, and flinging it on the 
ground, complained with tears artd bitter clamour* that he was betrayed, 
and told his ftory in fuch a manner as raifed the whole city in an uproar* 
and brought them upon Gefar in an univerfal tumult, and with the fury 
which in fuch cafes is ufual. The Reman foldiers who were near him 
feized 'Ptolemy , and fecured him within Gefar % power; But notwiths- 
tanding this, the reft of his forces being then fcattered all over the city 
in their quarters, as not fufpecting what had happert'd, and therefore not 
being at hand to help him, he rauft necefiarily have been over-born and 
torn in pieces by the enraged multitude, but that coming out to them in 
a fafe place aloft, and from thence fpeaking to them, and alluring them 
that all things fliould be done, as they would have, he with difficulty ap- 
pealed them for that time. And accordingly the next day having Called 
the people together in a general aflembly he brought out Ttvlewy and 
Ckopatra to them-, and then caufing their father's will publickly to be read, 
wherein it was ordained, that his eldelt fon and his eldeft daughter mould 
according to the ufage of 'their artceftors be joined in marriages, and both 
jointly reign together under the guardianflfip of the Roman people, he de- 
creed by virtue of that guardianfliip, which was he faid then vefted in him 
as dictator, that Ttolemy the prefent King, as being the eldelt fon, and 
Cleopatra, as being the eldeft daughter of the faid Anhtes^ fliould accord- 
ing to the tenour of the faid will reign in Egypt, and Ttolemy the younger 
fon of the faid Auletes, and his other daughter named Arfin&e, fliould reign 
in -Cyprus. This laft he added by way of gift the better to appeafe the 
people, that fo he might efcape their fury, which he was then in great fear 
of^ for this ifland had for fome time before been fubjected to the Romans, 
as hath been above related. This contented the whole aflembly, and 
pleafed all except Toth 'mus; for he having been the caufe of the breach 
between Cieopatra and her brother, and alfo of her expulfion out of the 
kingdom, juftly feared , that both his authority and his life would be 
brought into danger by her return, and thef efore did all he could to hin- 
der the execution of this decree, °in order whereto he not only fowed 
new difcontents, and new jeaioufies among the people, -but alfo prevailed 
with Achillas to bring his army from ^fafhem to Alexandria for the dri- 
ving of Gefar thence. His arrival put all things there again in eonfufion ; 
Achillas having twenty thoufand men with him defpifed the paucity of 
Cafar\ forces, and thought immediately to have cruihed him. But Gefar 
fo weH difpofed thofe forces which be had, -by placing them to the beft ad- 
vantage in the ftreets and avenues in that quarter of the town, which he 
had taken pofleflion of, that he eafily fuftained the aflault, and therefore 
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on their failing of fuccefs here, they carried the war to the port, project- 
ing to feize the fleet there at anchor, and therewith to {hut up Cafar 
by fea, and exclude him from having either fuccours or provifions brought 
him that way. But Cefar prevailing there alfo, ordered all that fleet to 
be fet on fire, and at the fame time feized the tower of Thtmts, and placed 
a garrifon in it. By thefe means he fully fccured his communication with 
the fea, without which he muff have been foon ruined. Some of the 
fhips when on fire driving to the fhoar, communicated their flames to the 
adjoining houfes, which fpreading into that quarter of the city called 
Bruchiutn, confirmed the noble library that was there laid up, which had 
been the collection of feveral ages, and then contained four hundred thou- 
fand volumes, whereof a full account hath already been given. 

CM SAR finding a dangerous war thus begun upon him, p fent for fuc- 
cours to all the adjacent parts, from which he could fooneft have them, 
and in an efpecial manner wrote to Domitins Calvinm his lieutenant in 
the proper Afia of the great danger he was in, who forthwith fent him 
two legions, the one by fea, and the other by land. That which was fent 
by the fea arrived in time, but the other which marched by land never 
came into Egypt, the war being over before they could reach it. But 
inone did him better fervice than Mithridates the Tergamenian; for be- 
ing fent by him into Syria and Cilicia, he brought him thofe forces from 
thence, which extricated him from all his danger in the manner as will be 
by and by related. 

CMSAR in the interim, 1 that he might not be forced to fight the nu- 
merous forces of the enemy, till his fuccours mould arrive, otherwife than 
when he mould fee caufe fo to do, fortified that quarter of the city where 
he lay with walls, towers, and other works, including within them the 
palace, a theatre lying next the palace, (which he made ufe of as a caftle) 
and apaffage to the harbour. While thefe things were a doing, the King 
being ftill detained in Cafar's quarters, 5 Tothinus, while he was there at- 
tending on him as his governor and chief minifter, carried on a correfpon- 
dence with Achillas, and by letters fecretly conveyed to him, gave him 
intelligence of all things from thence, and encouraged him vigoroufly to 
pufh on the war ; fome of which letters being intercepted, and the treafon 
thereby difcovered, Cafar caufed him to be put to death for it. Hereon 
t Gany?nede another eunuch of the palace, who had the bringing up of 
Arjinoe the king's younger fitter, fearing the fame punimment, as having 
been in the fame interelt, and the fame defigns with him, fecretly convey- 
ed the young Princefs out of Cafar's quarters, and fled with her to the 
army, who wanting one of the royal family to head them gladly received 
her, and made her Queen. But Gaiiymede outwitting Achillas, "caufed an 
accufation to be formed againfi him, as if he had betrayed to Cafar the 
fleet, which he burnt in the harbour, and having thereby procured, that 
he was put to death, fucceeded him in the chief command of the army, 
and thenceforth alfo took on him the prime adminiftration of all other the 
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affairs of that party, for which he was thoroughly qualified ; for he was a 
very crafty difcerning perfon, and found out many fubtle devices for the 
dittrefling of Cafar during the remainder of the war. By w one of which 
having fpoiled all the frefti water in his quarters, he had very nigh undone 
him by it : For the Alexandrians having no other frefti water for their com- 
mon ufe but that of the Nile, * as at prefent, fo then, had all the city vault- 
ed underneath their houfes for the reception and keeping of it. Once a 
year, when the Nile was at the higheft, it flowed through the artificial ca- 
nal which was drawn from that river to the city, and there running into 
thofe vaults through a lluice made for this purpofe, from thence filled them 
all, they being all built without any partitions in a general communication 
from one to another under the faid houfes ; and there it ferved for the 
common ufe of the inhabitants all the year after, every man having an open 
hole or well in his houfe, through which letting down into thofe vaults, 
either buckets or pitchers, he drew up what water he needed. Ganymede 
having flopped up all the communications which thefe vaults in Ca/ar's 
quarters had with thofe of the refl of the town , poured into them from 
the fea fo much fait water by artificial engines contrived for that purpofe, 
as fpoiled all the frefti water which was repofited and kept in them. This 
when perceived raifed a general uproar among Cafar % foldiers, and he 
muft have been forced immediately to have departed at all difadvantages, 
but that having ordered wells to be dug, by going deep enough he 
found fprings of frelh water fufficient to fupply the want of that which was 
fpoiled. 

After this * Cafar having received an account that the legion Calvinus 
fent him by fea was arrived on the coaft of Libya not far from him, he went 
thither with his whole fleet to bring them fafe to Alexandria. Ganymede 
getting intelligence hereof, fent all the Egyptian fleet which he had then 
at hand to intercept him in his return. This produced a fight between 
the two fleets, in which Cafar having gotten the victory, brought all his 
legion fafe with him to Alexandria, and had not night come on too foon, 
all the enemies ftiips muft have fall'n into his hands. -Ganymede to repair 
this lofs, and others before fuftained, (for Cafar had by this time deftroy- 
ed at feveral times above an hundred and ten of their ftiips of war) gather- 
ed together all the remaining ftiips that could be gotten from every mouth 
of Nile, and out of them another fleet being formed, enter'd the port of 
Alexandria. This z produced another fight at fea , in which Cafar had 
again the victory, but in purfuit of it landing in the ifland of Tharm, and 
attempting to take the town in that ifland, and the mole leading to it cal- 
led the Heptajiadium, he was beaten off* with the lofs of above eight hun- 
dred of his men, and had like to have been loft himfelf in the rout : For 
finding the fhip in which he endeavoured to efcape ready to fink, by rea- 
fon of the numbers of thofe who had crowded into it, he threw himfelf 
into the fea, and with difficulty got off by fwimming to the next fhip of his 
in the port. While thus he made his efcape a he carried fome valuable pa- 
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pers which he had then about him in one hand, and fvvam wirh the other, 
and fo faved both himfelf and them. 

After this lofs Ctejar b was perfuaded to fend King Ttoleiny to the 
Egyptian army in compliance with their defire, and on a promife made 
him, that when they fhould have their King they would make peace with 
him ; but after they had him at the head of the army, they preffed on the 
war with greater vigour than before, and by their fleet endeavotircd to in- 
tercept all Catfars provifions by fea. This produced another fea fight near 
Cauopus, in which Cajar had again the victory, but by this time Mi- 
tbridates of Tergamus was near at hand with his auxiliary army out oi 
Syria. 

It hath been above mentioned how Ctefarfem. him into Syria and Cili- 
cia to bring him from thence all the forces he could raife in thole coun- 
tries for his affiftance. This commiflion c he executed with fo much di- 
ligence and prudence, that he foon got together a confidcrablc army, in 
the efFecf ing of which he was much helped by Antipater the ldwna>an : 
For c he not only joined him with three thoufand Jews, but he prevailed 
with Hyrcanus, and with feveral of the neighbouring Princes of Arabia 
and Ccele-Syria, and with the free cities of Thaeutcia and Syria in like 
manner to fend him in their aid. With thefe forces Mitbridates, having 
Antipater in perfon with him, marched into Egypt, and on his coming to 
'Pelujium, ftormed and took that city, which was owing chiefly to the va- 
lour of Antipater : For he firft mounted the walls where the breach was 
made, and thereby made way to thofe that followed to enter and take the 
place. From thence marching towards Alexandria, as they were to pnfs 
the province of Onion they found all the avenues feized by the Jews, who 
were the inhabitants of that part of Egypt, and thereby were obiiructed 
from proceeding any farther ; and this mult have dilappointed the whole 
expedition, but that Antipater partly by his own authority, and partly by 
that of Hyrcanus, and the letters which he delivered to them from him, 
brought them over to Ctejar's party. On the hearing of which the peo^- 
ple of Memphis did the fame, and Mitbridates was plentifully fupplied 
with all necelTaries from both. On his coming to the d Delta, 'Ptolemy fent 
an army thither to oppofe his palling the Nile; this produced a battel, in 
which Mitbridates commanded one part of the army, and Antipater the 
other. Mitbridates at firil was beaten off his ground, till Antipater hav- 
ing routed the adverfary on his part came in to his affiftance ; whereby 
the battel being again reftored, the Egyptians were put to a total rout, 
and Mitbridates and Antipater purfuing the advantage, drove them out of 
the field with a great flaughter, and having taken their camp, forced thofe 
that efcaped to repafs the Nile. 

Hereon Ttolemy e marched with his whole army for the opprefling of An. 47 . 
them, and Cafar did the fame for their fupport, and on his joining them Hyrca- 
foon brought the matter to a decifive battel, in which Cafar having got-""* 11 ' 1 
ten an abfolute victory, Ttolemy on his endeavouring to efcape in a boat 
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on the Nile, was funk with it and drowned in that river : Hereon Alexan- 
dria and all Egypt fubmitted to the conqueror. Cafar returning from 
this vi&oi-y, enter d Alexandria about the middle of our January, and no 
one there any more oppofing him, he fettled the kingdom under Cleopatra* 
and the furviving Ttolemy her younger brother as King and Queen, which 
was in effect to put the whole into her hands, this Ttolemy being then no 
more than eleven years old. It was for the fake of this lewd woman, and 
the Iafcivious converfation he had with her, that Cafar made this dange- 
rous and infamous war ; and therefore having fully mafter'd it by this vi- 
ctory, he made it turn the moft he could to her advantage ; and f his wan- 
ton dalliances with her detained him longer in Egypt than his affairs could 
well admit: For altho' he had in January fettled all matters in that coun- 
trey, yet it was not till the latter end of April following that he departed 
thence. « For Appian tells us he had been nine months in Egypt at this 
time, and he came not thither till towards h the end of July in the pre- 
ceding year. Having ! taken Arjinoe prifoner in this war, he carried her 
to Rome with him, and caufed her to be there led in bonds before him 
in his triumph, but after that mew was over, he k difmifs'd her from her 
imprifonment : But being 1 baniflied by him from Egypt, that fhe might not 
create new troubles in that kingdom to the dilturbance of that fettlement 
of affairs which he had there made, Ihe took up her reiidence in the pro- 
vince of the proper AJia ; for there Antony found her after the battel of 
Thilippi, and m at the requefl of Cleopatra, caufed her to be put to death. 
Before Cafar departed from Alexandria, " in acknowledgment of the af- 
fiftance he had from the Jews, he confirmed all their privileges in that ci- 
ty, and ordered a pillar to be there eredted , whereon by his command 
all thefe privileges were engraven, and alfo his decree confirming the 
fame. 

That which haften'd Cafar out of Egypt at this time was the war of 
Tharnaces King of the Cimmerian Bofphorus, fon of Mitbridates late King 
of Tontus : For ° finding the Romans deeply engaged in the civil wars be- 
tween Cafar and Tompey, he took the advantage hereof to attempt the 
recovery of his father's dominions in Afia. And therefore leaving Afander 
his lieutenant in Bofphorus, he paffed the Etixin fea, and took pofleflion 
of Colchis and the Lejer Armenia, and feveral places in Cappadocia, Ton- 
tus, and Bithynia. After the battel of Thar/alia, p Cafar had fent T)omi- 
tim Calvinus with part of his army againtt him, committing to his govern- 
ment all the provinces of Leffer Afia. But Domitius *> having the misfortune 
to be vanquiflied in this war, Tkartiaces thereon made himfelf matter of all 
the remaining parts of Tontus and Cappadocia, and being puffed up with 
this fuccefs, carried it with great pride and cruelty towards all in the Roman 
intereft, and having feized all Bithynia, was preparing to pafs from thence 
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into the province of proper A/la. An account of all this coming to Ge/ar 
in Egypt, r it rouzed him up from that lethargy which Cleopatra's charms 
had bewitched him into, and put him again upon action; whereon leaving 
part of his forces in Egypt for the protection of Cleopatra j 5 he pafled 
^about the end of April with the reft into Syria. While he was in that 
countrey, c Antigonns the fon of Ariftobulus late King of the Jews came 
to him, and much lamenting his father's and brother's death , (the former 
of which had been poifoned, and the other beheaded for being adherents 
to his caufe) prayed him to take compaffion of him, and reftore him to 
his father's principality, and at the fame time made heavy complaints of 
Antipater and Hyrcanus, and of the wrongs which he faid he had fuffered 
from them. But Antipater being then attending upon Ge/ar, defended 
his own and Hyrcanus\ caufe fo well againft him, that Ge/ar rejecting the 
accufations of Antigonns as of a turbulent and feditious perfon, decreed 
" that Hyrcanus fhould hold the office of High-priett at Jerufalem, and the 
principality of Jtidaa with it to him and thofe of his family after him in 
perpetuityof poflellion, and appointed Antipater to be procurator of Jn- 
d<ea under him, and ordered this decree to be engraven in tables of brafs 
in Greek and Latin, and to be hung up in the capitol at Rome, and in the 
temples of Tyre, Sidon, and Askalon in 'Phoenicia. By virtue of which de- 
cree Hyrcanus was again re-eftablilhed in the fovereignty of Jud<ea, the 
ariftocracy of Gabinius abolifhed, and the government again reftored to the 
fame ftate in which it had been under him, and the great Sanhedrim, be^ 
fore Gabinius made that alteration in it which hath been above mentioned. 
All this was brought about by Antipater ; for he" was a perfon of that wif- 
dom and forefight, and thereby had acquired fuch an intereft in Jud<ea y 
Arabia, Syria, and all Tale/iine, that he made himfelf neceflary to all Ro- 
man governors that came into thofe parts ; and to none was he more fo 
than unto Ge/ar, who owed his deliverance at Alexandria, and the fuc- 
cefs with which he concluded that war, wholly to him : For without him 
Mitbridates could never have raifed that army for his affiftance, by the 
help of which he conquered. And he was by this time grown ftrong in 
his family, as well as in his intereft and power: For w he had by his wife 
Cyprus four fons now grown up to maturity of age, and of great reputa- 
tion for valour and wifdomj the eldeft was Tha/a'elus, the fecond Herod, 
the third Jofeph, and the youngs&^Pberoras, and he had alfo by the fame 
wife a daughter called Salome, who was the Erinnys of her family, con- 
tinually creating feuds and divifions in it by her intrigues, whereby Ihe 
very often perplex'd her brother Herod's affairs, and yet maintained an in- 
tereft with him to his laft. Her character will be beft underftood by her 
actions- which will be hereafter related. 

CAE. SAR after fome ftay in Syria * made Sextus Gefar his kinfman pre- 
fident of that province, and then y haften'd northward againft Tharnaces. 
On his arrival where the enemy was, he without giving any refpite either 
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to himfelf or them 1 immediately. fell on, and gained an abfolute. victory 
over them ; an account whereof he wrote to a friend of his in th,efe * three 
Words, veni, vidi, vibi, i..e. I. corneal faw, I overcame '; which fbdr't ex- 
preflion of his fuccefs very, aptly fetting forth the fpced whereby he obtain- 
ed it,, he affected it fb much, that after wards. When he triumphed for this 
victory, "he caufed thefe three words to be written on a table, and car- 
ried aloft before him in that pompons (hew. This yi&ory being gained 
b near the place where Triarim. was yanquilhed by Mkfcidates, it thereby 
repaired, the honour of the Roman militia, which was loft by that defeat. 
After this, all being '.again recovered that Tharnaces had pofTeiTed .himfelf 
of in this war,, he fled to Sinope with a thoufand horfemen, which w ere 
the whole remainder of his vanquhhed army, and having flain the horfes, 
he put the men on board his fhips in that port, and failed with them back 
to Bojphorus. . But ? Afandcr, whom he left his lieutenant in that coun- 
trey, having by this timefet up for himfelf, he was no fooner landed, ' but 
the nfurper got. him into his power, and having put him to death, reigned 
in. his (lead. Hereon Co; far s gave Mithridates the Tergamenian that king- 
dom in reward, for. the fervice he did him in Egypt, and at the fame time 
made him one of the tetrarchs of Galatia ; the h latter he had a title to hi 
the right of his mother, who was defcended from . one of the former te- 
trarchs, and the former he might have laid claim to in the right of his fa- 
ther: For he was ' fuppofed to have been the fon of King Mithridates, his 
mother having been one of his. concubines after the death of Menodottts of 
Tergamus her husbands, and therefore die was .bred up by that Prince, and 
called by his name. But Gafar in making him King of Bojphorus gave him 
only an empty title : . For the .poiTeffion being, in Afdnder, he was to recover 
it by . war, in .she. profecution :of ' which, initead of gaining the kingdom he 
k doft his life, being vanquished and- (lain in battel by Afander ; who after 
this held:the kingdom of Bojphorus without any farther oppofition, the 
Romans by reafon of their inteftine. broils that itul continued among them, 
not being at leifure to give him .any diftuxbance. . Cafar having fettled all 
matters in T.ontus, Cappadotia,. and the other parts of Lefler AJia, 1 return- 
edrthrough Greece to Roma and was there .again cho'fen dictator fpr^the en- 
firing year. 

; In. the interim m AfttJpater having. accompanied Ciefar through all. Syria 
to the utmoft confines of the province, .there took his leave of him, and 
l^turned again into Jud&fl:;, And foon .after, going thorough that cbuntrey 
in a general prpgrefs over it, he fettled.. the civil government under Tlyr- 
cAtttts in all parts of it according to. Cd^^'s; decree, :i« the fame manner as 
it . had : been , before ; Q*bmti?,% alteration ;:.and " appointed ThafdUus his 
eldefl: fon to be governor of JertifaLem,. &VL& Herod ' his< fecond fon to be 
governor of GUilee^ he being then, twenty five years old. The printed 
books of Jofephus havecit.thati^w^.whs at.-this time only fifteen years old, 
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but that is an age which doth not fuit with fuch a charge, or the aclions 
which he immediately performed in it ; and befides it doth not accord with 
what Jofephus hath elfewhere written: For fpeaking of the laft ficknefs, of 
which Herod died about 44 years after this time, he tells us, that he fell 
into it 0 about the feventieth year of his age. But if he were now but fif- 
teen, he could not have exceeded the 60 th year of his age when that fick- 
nefs firfl feized him. It is molt likely fome tranfcriber by miftake wrote 
the numerical Greek letters for fifteen inftead of (*.e) the numerical let- 
ters for 7.5-, and from that copy the miftake hath been tranfmitted into our 
printed books. Herod being of a very aclive genius, and in the vigour of 
his youth, was no fooner in his government, but p to fignalize himfelf there-^ 
in, he fell upon a knot of thieves who much infefted Galilee and the neigh- 
bouring parts of Carle-Syria, and having taken Hezekiah their ring-leader, 
with feveral of his affociates, he put them all to death, whereby he gained 
great reputation among all of thofe parts, and made his name known with 
honour to Sextm Cafar the prefident of the province. But thofe who en- 
vied the profperity of Antipater , and the growth and greatnefs of his 
power, laid hold of this handle to accufe Herod to Hyrcanus for putting 
thefe men to death without legal trial, and prevailed with him fo far as to 
obtain a citation from him to fummons Herod to anfwer for it before the 
Sanhedrim; where having made his appearance cloathed in purple, and 
furrounded with his guards, this fo over-aw ed the Sanhedrim, that they 
fat all filent, not one of them opening his mouth to fay a word againlt the 
criminal, excepting only Sameas, who being the only man among them of 
that integrity and courage as not to be frighted out of his duty, on the 
filence of all the reit rofe up, and firit accufing Herod of audacioufnefs in 
thus appearing in an habit not proper for a criminal, and of violence in 
bringing fuch an armed force with him into the court, as if he intended 
to make the publick administration of juftice more dangerous to the judges 
than to the malefactor ; in the next place turned his accufation upon Hyr- 
canm and the court, and upbraiding them of their cowardice in permit- 
ting this, he prophetically told them, that though they were now for fpar- 
ing Herod, time lhould be when he would not fparethem, but that thejuft 
judgment of God mould by his hands be executed upon them for it ; and 
fo afterwards it accordingly happen'd : For when Herod came to be King 
of Judaa, he did put every one of them to death, (excepting this Sameas 
and Tollio his mailer) and alfo Hyrcanus himfelf, as will be hereafter re- 
lated. However Hyrcanus did all he could to get Herod to be acquitted, 
being influenced hereto not only by his affe&ion for the young man, but 
alfo by a menacing letter which he had received from Sextm Cafar in his 
behalf. But the major part of the court now rouzed by Sameas's fpeech 
being inclined to condemn him, he could not gain him an acquittal, and 
therefore to fave him from a fentence of condemnation he adjourned the 
court to the next day, and in the interim advifed Herod to be gone ; who 
accordingly in the night withdrawing from Jerufalem, went to Damafcus, 
and there putting himfelf under the protection of Sextm Cafar, whom 
he found in that place, he defied the Satihedrim, and did from thence let 
them know, that he would appear no more before them ; which they re- 
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fented with great indignation, but could now no otherwife exprefs it, 
than by venting their complaint againft Hyrcanus for permitting it to be 
thus done. 

An. 46. O n Herod's coming to Sextus Cefar 1 he fo far ingratiated himfelf with 
nu^lTiS. nrm > triat ^ or a ^ um °f mone y> w i tn which he prefented him, he obtain- 
ed of him the government of Ccele-Syria. Whereon he got together art 
army, and marched with it into Judaa to be revenged on Hyrcanus, and 
the Sanhedrim, intending no lefs than to depofe Hyrcanus, and cut off 
the whole Sanhedrim, becaufe of the indignity they made him undergo by 
their late procefs againft him. But Antipater and Thafael interpofing 
made him defift from this attempt. 

SCITIO and Cato r headingthe remains of Tompey's faction in Africa, 
and having with the affiftance of Juba King of Mauritania made them- 
felves mafters of all that province, and gotten forces together fufficient to 
enlarge themfelves farther, Cefar in the latter part of the former year had 
pafled over thither' to fupprefs them, and having there rendezvoufed all 
his forces together about the middle of January this year, immediately 
inarched againft the enemy ; and in the beginning of the February follow- 
ing coming to a battel with them gave them a total overthrow, whereon 
Colo flew himfelf at Vtica, and Scipio, Juba, Tetraus, and the other 
chiefs, who commanded in this war, periflied in their flight ; and Cafar 
having fettled the province returned again to Rome, carrying with him 
jfttba the fon of King Juba, then a lad, s whom he caufed to be led before 
him in his triumph inftead of his father. However from this captivity he 
gained the benefit of having a Roman education, 1 whereby he became one 
of the leavnedeft men of the age in which he lived ; in regard whereto 
Auguftus afterwards made him King of Getulia in Africa, and gave him in 
tnarriage Cleopatra Selene the daughter of Queen Cleopatra by Marc An- 
tony. The eminenteft of his works Was his Roman hiftory, which he wrote 
in Greek, and is quoted Often and with great approbation by the ancients, 
- but is now wholly loft, as are alfo all his other works. One of them, which 
was of the affairs of Ajfyria, and colle&ed moftly from the writings of Bc- 
rejhs, would have been of great ufe to us in the writing of this hiftory, 
had it been ftill extant. But before Cafar left Africa v he gave order for 
the rebuilding of Carthage t and the fame year was Corinth alfo rebuilt by 
his like order \ fo that as thefe two famous cities were deftroyed in the 
fame year, they Were now both of them juft an hundred years after again 
rebuilt in the fame year. And two years after Roman colonies 11 were fent 
into each of them for the replenifliing of them with new inhabitants: 
From this Colony at Corinth were defcended thofe Corinthians, to whom 
St. 'Paul wrote his two epiftles. 

. A t this time w Ctecilitts Bajfus created great diforders in Syria. He 
*' was a Roman of the Equeftrian order, and had fought on the fide of Tom- 
pey in the battel of Tharfalia ; after that overthrow he fled to Tyre, and 
there lying hid under the difguize of a merchant aflbciated feveral to him, 
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that had been favourers of Tomfeys caufe, and underhand engaged in his 
party many of the Roman foldiers, that came thither to garrifon the city. 
Whereon being at length taken notice of by Sextus C<efar for thefe do^ 
ings, and called before him to anfwer for them, he pretended to be going 
to the afliftance of Mithridates of 'Pergamus for the recovery of the king- 
dom of Boffhorus given him by Cafar, and that all his preparations were 
in order thereto ; and having perfuaded Sextus to believe him he was dif- 
mifled as innocent ; whereby having gained farther opportunity for the 
carrying on of his plot, as foon as he had gotten into it a number of con- 
fpirators fufficient for the putting of it in execution, he feized Tyre ; and 
giving out that Cafar was vanquifhed and flain in Africa, and that there- 
on he was now appointed to be governor of Syria, he aflumed the title of 
prefident of that province, and by this forgery having augmented his forces 
to the bulk of an army he marched out with them againft Sextus Cafar ; 
but being vanquilhed and beaten he was forced to retreat back to Tyre, 
and there lye by for fome time to be cured of his wounds received in the 
conflift ; whereby being difcouraged from attempting any thing farther by 
open force againft Sextus, he at length by treachery and underhand deal- 
ing worked his deftruftion. For this Sextus Cafar being a young man 
much given to voluptuoufnefs, and making his army to attend him in all 
places, where he went for his pleafure, this much difgufted his foldiers ; 
which Bajfus having full notice of inftigated them by his emiflaries to kill 
him, which they having accordingly effected, they all thereon declared for 
Bajfus, and joined themfelves to him, excepting only fome few who de- 
tefting this Aflaflmation feparated from the reft, and retired into Cilicia. 
Whereon Bajfus feizing Apamea fortified that place, and made it the feat 
of his refidence, and there took on him the government of the whole pro- 
vince. But K Antiflius Vetus having put himfelf at the head of thofe who 
had thus retreated into Cilicia, and drawn to him feveral others of the 
Ctefarian party in that countrey, marched back with them into Syria. And 
there the fons of Ant'tfater having joined him with auxiliaries from Jndaa 
fent him by their father, and others doing the fame from other parts, fome 
to revenge the murder of Sextm out of the abhorrence they had of that 
facf, and others to court the favour of the dictator, he became enabled 
thereby to drive Bajfus out of the field, and having cooped him up in 
Afamea there befieged him with a clofe fiege. But Bajfus being a va- 
liant man and skilful foldier, defended himfelf fo well that Antijiim not 
being able to get any advantage againft him was forced towards the end 
of the year to retreat, and refpite all hoftiiities for a while, till better fur- 
nillied with new preparations, and more forces for the war. 

CMSAR being returned from his African expedition undertook the 
reformation of the Roman kalendar, and happily r effected it by forming 
the Julian year, which the world hath had the benefit of ever fince. This 
belonged to him to do z as High-prieft of Rome, which was an office he 
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had long been in before he was either dictator or conful, and there was 
now very great need for this to be done. For at this time by reafon of 
the faults of the former kalendar the beginning of January was carried 
back to the time of our prefent Michaelmas, and all their folemn times 
and feftivals were put out of their due order by this means. The former 
year, which the Romans went by till this time, confided of twelve lunar 
months ; but twelve lunar months falling eleven days fhort of a folar year, 
it was the office of the High-prieil with the college of the Tontijices to 
add fuch intercalations as mould make all even ; this they ufually did by 
calling in another month every fecond year which did alternatively con- 
iiil of twenty two days one time and twenty three another: This lhort 
month was called Merkidinus ; and the place in the Roman kalendar , 
where it was intercalated, was between the %3 a and the 14 th of February. 
But the Tontifices, who had the authority of making thefe intercalations, 
executing it very arbitrarily, fometimes irregularly intercalating the month 
Merkidinus where they ought not, and fometimes as irregularly omitting 
to intercalate it where they ought, according as they had a mind to pro- 
long or abbreviate the time of the annual magistrates then in office, here- 
by it came to pafs, that great diforders got into the political as well as in- 
to the allronomical part of the year ; and therefore for the bringing of a 
remedy to both, Cafar found it neceffary to make this reformation ; which 
effectually prevented all fuch diforders for the future. For hereby he fettled 
the year to a fixed and ftated form always to go unvariably the fame, with- 
out leaving it to any man's arbitrary power to difturb it, which he "ac- 
compliflied by thefe following methods. i ft , He abolifhed the lunar year, 
confiding of twelve lunar months, or 35-5- days, which the Romans had hi- 
therto gone by, and inftead thereof introduced the ufe of the folar year, 
confilting of the time in which the fun goes thorough the zodiac and comes 
about again to the fame point from which it did fet out. z^, Having ac- 
cording to the belt obfervations of thofe times ftated this revolution to be 
made in 365- days and fix hours, of thefe he made his folar year to con- 
fift. 3 dl >, Thefe 365" days he dittributed into twelve political or artificial 
months inftead of the lunar and natural months before in ufe, which con- 
futed fome of 31 days, and fome of 30, and one, that is February, of 
z8 days. 4 tkl> ', The fix hours over and above in four years making a day, 
he added it in the beginning of every fifth year, making that year there- 
by to confift of 366 days, and this is that which we call the leap year. 
f*>\ This day he added between the 13 d and the Z4 th day of February in 
the fame place in the Roman kalendar, where formerly their intercalated 
month Merkidinus was inferted in their old form ; and this addition being 
made by putting the latter of thofe days twice in the kalendar, and that 
day being there called a Sextus Kalendarum, the putting of this Sextus 
dies bis, i. e. twice, is the reafon why this leap year is called 4mms 
Bijfextilis in Latin, and from hence by us the biffextile. But in our al- 
manacks inftead of putting this Z4 th day of February twice in the faid leap 
years we number on the days as before, fo as in every fuch leap year to 
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make that month confift of 2.9 days. 6 tl ? 1 >, He began this year at the k kx- 
lends, or firft day of January,-- on which all the annual rnagrftrates of the 
Romans firfl: entered on their offices. f h % This firfl of Jamiary he then 
fixed to the c winter folflice, though now it hath over-run that time feveral 
days, by reafon that the faid Julian icAzr year is eleven minutes longer than 
the natural folar year: For the natural folar year according to the bclb and 
accurateff obfervations confiffs of no more than 3155- days, rive hours.) and 
forty nine minutes, but the Julian containing 365- days and fix hour's, c6n- 
fifts of eleven minutes more, which in 130 years making a day, this hath oc- 
cafioned that every 130 years the firfl: a? January in the Julian kalendar 
over-runs that time of the natural, year, where it was firft placed, one 
whole day, which is the only : fault that is to be found in this form. 
''Gregory the thirteenth, Pope of ' Rome, in the year 15-82, endeavoured 
to correct this fault by propofing a new form, which from his name is 
called the Gregorian, wherein he ordained, that in every four centuries 
three leap years mould be omitted, that is, one in the beginning of each of 
the three firfl: of them without making any alteration in the fourth. ' This 
indeed brings the matter nearer to the truth, but doth not fully reach 
it : And therefore it hath not met with fuch general approbation, but that 
frill in all the dominions of the King of Great Britain, as well as in 
fome other places, the Julian form is frill retained as the better of the two. 
The reckoning by this fall is called the old ftyle, and the reckoning by the 
other the new. 8 thlJ , Cafar to bring this form into practice, belides the 
month Merkidimis, which was intercalated in February, added to thispre- 
fent year two other months more, which he inferred between the months 
of November and 'December, 'fo that thereby he made that year to confift 
of 445- days, that is 35-5- days for the ordinary Roman year, 23 for the in- 
tercalated- month MtrkUimts, and 67 days for the other months added be- 
tween November and 'December. All thefe added together made this year 
the longeft the Romans ever had, whiclv putting many of their affairs out 
of their , ufual order, hence it was caHed by them the year of confufion. 
In the fettling* of this matter. C/efar made ufe of the affifhmce of Sofigenes 
an aftronomer of Alexandria fox the. aftronomical calculation) and that of 
Flavins a fcribe for the forming and digefting of it into a kalendar ac- 
cording to the Roman manner, that is, in diflributing the days' of each 
month into their kalends, ides, arid nones, and affixing the feftiVals, arid 
other folemn times,. W the days in which they were to be obferved. But 
Cxfar being flain foon. after this, the Tontifices, who fucceeded in the care 
of this matter, not w«M underftanding it, c inftead of making the intercala- 
tion of the leap year after every fourth year in the beginning of the fifth, 
did it after the third in. the beginning of the fourth, and fo it went for 
thirty fix years following, by which means twelve years having been inter- 
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calated or made leap years inftead of nine, the error was then perceived ; 
whereon Auguftus Cafar then Roman Emperor, for the bringing of this 
again to rights , ordered, that for the twelve years next enfuing no leap 
year fhould be at all made, whereby the three fupernumerary days, which 
were erroneouily caft in, being again dropped, this form hath ever fince 
gone without any alteration, till that made by Pope Gregory the 1 j th , which 
I have mentioned. 

Ak. 4f . I n the kalends of January Cajar f enter'd his fourth conftiUhip, and 
nasii'i f from tnence De g an tne firft Julian year according to the order of refor- 
ms .19. rnationj w j,ich he made the year preceding. After this iCafar paffing in- 
to Spain there vanquifhed in the battel of Munda the laft remainders of Tom- 
pey's party, flaying Cneius the eldeft of his fans, and Labienus and Att'ms 
Varus the chief fupporters of that intereft ; whereby having quieted that 
province he returned to Rome in the OBober following with full vi&ory, 
and therefore looking on the civil war as now fully concluded , h for the 
compofing of all matters , and the reconciling to him , as far as in him 
lay, the minds of all that had been againft him, h he iflued out an aft of 
oblivion or general pardon, granting impunity and thorough indemnity to 
all that had afted againft him in the late war. Hereon he was made ; per- 
petual dictator, and k had many other honours and powers granted to him, 
whereby he had the whole authority of the Roman ftate put into his hands; 
and fo was made, though not in name, yet truly and in efFeft, fovereign 
Prince of their whole empire. 

I n the interim the war in Syria went on ; 1 for Statins Murcus, who was 
fent by Cafar to fucceed Sextus in the prefidency of Syria, being there 
arrived, joined Antijiius with three legions, which he brought with him, 
and thereon they having again flmt up Bajfus in Apamea renewed the liege 
of that place. While this fiege was continued, m both fides folicited the 
aid of the neighbouring Princes and cities. Alcaudonius an Arab King be- 
ing on this occafion fent to by both fides n came with all his forces, and 
planting himfelf between Apamea and the camp of the Cafarians, that co- 
vered the fiege, offered himfelf by way of auftion to that fide which would 
give mod for him, and Baffus having bidden highett accordingly had him ; 
and 0 Tacorus with his Tarthians coming alfo to his afliftance about the 
fame time, thefe two re-inforcements added fuch ftrength to him, that he 
forced the Cafarians again to raife the fiege. 
A „, 44 . CAE. SA R on the firft day of the next year enter'd on his fifth and laft 
Hyrca- CO nfuluiip, and p having then received a requeft from Hyrcanm to permit 
nus .20. h - m again t<> re p a i r t k e wa U s of Jerufalem, which Tompey had caufed to 
be pulled down , he readily granted it in confideration of the fervice he 
had done him both in Egypt and Syria; and a decree was accordingly 
pafled at Rome for this purpofe ; which being carried to Jerufalem, Anti- 
pater by virtue thereof immediately fet about the work, whereby that 
city was again fortified as in former times, ^This Jofephus tells us was 
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done in Cafar\ fifth confulfhip ; and about the fame time was it alfo de- 
creed by the fenate, q that in honour of him the fifth month hitherto called 
Gfaintilts fhould thenceforth be called Julius from his name, which is our 

Englifhjuly. 

CJE SAR r had for his collegue in this year's confulfhip M. Antony ; but 
intending a war againft the Tarthians, for the revenging of the death of 
Crajpus, and the Romans flain with him at the battel of Carrha, he refign- 
ed his own confulfhip, and s fubftituted in hisftead Tublius Cornelius Dola- 
bella, a young man of 25 years of age, 1 who had married Tullia the daugh- 
ter of Cicero. But when all things were ready for this expedition, on the 
ides of March, i. e. the fifteenth of that month, four days before he in- 
tended to fet out on it, 11 he was murthered in the fenate-houfe by a con- 
fpiracy of fenators. This was a moft bafe and villanous aci, and was the 
more fo in that the prime authors of it, Marcus Brutus, Decimus Brutus, 
CaJJius, and Trebonius, and fome others of them, were fuch as Carjar had 
in the higheft manner obliged ; yet it was executed under the notion of 
an high heroic virtue, in thus freeing their countrey from one whom they 
called a tyrant; and there are not wanting fuch as are ready even in 
our days to applaud the act. But divine juftice declared it felf otherwife 
in this matter : For w it purfued every one of them that were concerned 
herein, with fuch a juft and remarkable revenge, that they were every 
man of them cut off in a fhort time after in a violent manner either by 
their own or other mens hands. Cafar was *a very extraordinary perfon, 
of great parts, polite literature, and thorough abilities in all the arts of war, 
and civil government, and of equal diligence and application in the ufe 
and purfuit of both. However many of his enterprises being ehter'd upon 
with great rafhnefs, this abundantly proves, that he owed the fuccefs 
which he had in them only to an over-ruling power of providence on his 
fide, which having fet him up as a fit instrument for the work which he 
brought to pafs, carried him thorough all dangers and hazards to the full 
accomplifhing of it ; and after that, when there was no more for him to 
do, caft him off to perifh like a rod, which is thrown into the fire when 
no more to be ufed. The work was God's, but it being malice and am- 
bition that excited him to be the inflrument in the execution of it, he juft- 
ly had for the reward thereof that detraction by which he fell. Having 
found in two or three of his attempts the hand of providence with him, he 
afterward prefuming hereon, often ventured on very hazardous undertak- 
ings, without having any other profpecl: of Succeeding in them than from 
the confidence which he had in that which he called his good fortune ; and 
he never failed in any of them: For ? he fought fifty battels without miffing 
of fuccefs in any of them unlefs at ¥ haras, where he fwam for his life, and 
once at "Dyrrachium. And in thefe battels he is faid to have flain y eleven 
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hundred ninety two thoufand men, which fufticiently proves him to have 
been a terrible fcourge in the hand pf.Qod for the punifliment of the wic- 
kednefs of that age in whicJi he lived 5 and confequently he is to be re- 
puted the greateft peft and plague that mankind then had therein. But not- 
withftanding this his actions have with many acquired great glory to his 
name, whereas true glory is due only to thofe who benefit, not to thofe 
who deftroy mankind. 

The murtljer pf Cafar % was followed with great confufions and diftur- 
bances all over the Roman empire. Antony being conful , a headed the 
Cafarean party, and 5 by an oration made at Ca fur's funeral, fo far excited 
the people againft fhe murtherers, that they y/ere all forced to leave Rome ; 
and Anfony "governed all tftere till Offavitfs arrived. b This OSta-vius was 
the fon of Cains QBavius by Afta the daughter of Julia, filter of Julius 
Cafar, and therefore he being his nephew, and neareft male relation, c he 
adopted him for his fon, an4 by his will c made him heir to three quarters 
of his eftate, giving the other quarter \o two others of his relations. Intend- 
ing to carry him with him to the Tarthian war, rf he had fent him before to 
Apollonia on the other fide the Adriatic to head his army which he had 
there provided for that expedition, till he himfelf Ihould arrive to march 
forward with them for the profecuting of it : And there he had been c fix 
months when his uncle was murthered. On his hearing of it f he imme- 
diately parted over to Brundufmm in Italy, and as foon as 'la'n^d there, 
f declaring himfelf the adopted fon and heir of Julius Cafar, inftead of the 
name of Caius Ottavius, which he had thitherto gone by, he called him- 
felf Caius Julius Cafar Offavianus , and by this name was he afterwards 
known, till that of Augujlus., which was given him after his victory at 
Aiiium, fwallowed all the reft. The name of Cafar immediately on his 
afluming of it, drew to him the foldiery, and moft of the others that 
had been of his uncle's p^rty ; and therefore as he parted from thence to 
Rome, he was accompanied with a very numerous attendance, and all the 
way as he went others continually flocked into them to fliew their refpeets 
to him. He came g to Naples on the firft of May, from thence approach- 
ing Rome, h he was met and conducted thither by vaft numbers of the Ro- 
man people. The next morning ! getting about him a great many of his 
friends , he presented himfelf before the tribunal of Cairn Antonius the 
brother of Mar cm, then prator.of the city, and there declared before him, 
according to the Roman law and ufage in this cafe, his acceptance of his 
uncle's adoption, and had it regifter'd among the publick acts of the city. 
Hereon taking upon him the executing of his uncle's will , by which he 
Was made his heir , k a controyerfy arofe between him and Antony, about 
fome part of the deceafed's eftate, which the latter thought to have fwal- 
lowed ; but their main conteft \vas, which of them fhould fucceed Cafar 
in his power and intereft, concerning which each having put themfelves 
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upon the utmofi. ftruggle , the adopted fon carried it againft the other , 
both in the favour of the people, and the number of the foldiery that re- 
torted to him: Whereon 1 Antony was forced to quit Rome, and leave 
Ottavianus in the fole maftery there both of the fenate and people ; which 
management in thus overwitting one who had been fo long experienced 
in all the affairs both of peace and war, was a great initance of wifdom 
in fo young a man, he being then no more than eighteen years old, and 
going of the nineteenth : For m he was born on the ninth of the kalends 
of Oclober, i. e. September the twenty third, in ( the year before CbriH 
fixty three, and therefore did not compleat the nineteenth year of his age 
till the twenty third of September in this year. "Antony finding he could 
not with the utmofi of his endeavours make himfelf ftrong enough to over- 
power Oglavianus either in Rome or Italy, marched with all the forces he 
could get together into Gallia Cifalpina, with defign to difpolfefs Decimus 
Brutus of that province, who was lately veiled in it by a decree of the fe- 
nate, and feize it to himfelf. This produced the fiege and battel of Mut 'tna, 
now called Modena, of which an account will be given among the actions 
of the next year. 

In the interim 0 Q Martins Crifpus coming out of Bitbynia with three 
legions of foldiers to the afliftance of Murcus, the fiege of Apamea was 
the third time renewed and carried on , till Caffius came and did put an 
end to it. Cafar p a little before his death had appointed Cornific'ms to go 
into Syria and to take on him that government, but afterward Dolabella, 
who fucceeded Ctefar in his confulihip , q had it affigned to him by the 
fenate, and r Cornificins was fent into Africa. But s Caffius getting into 
Syria before Dolabella, feized that province by violence : For finding that 
the Cafareans prevailed in Italy, he and Brutus left that countrey, and re- 
tired to Athens ; where refolving on a new war with the Cafareans, in or- 
der to raife money and forces for it, Brutus feized Greece and Macedonia, 
and Caffius Cilicia, Syria, and the eaft. 

HI RTID S and Tanfa being the confuls of the enluing year, 1 enter'd Aa - 43- 
on their office on the firfl of January ; and M. Antony being declared by ^sTlI- 
the fenate a publick enemy, becaufe of the war which he had made upon 
Decimus Brutus, and his befieging of him in Mutina, both the confuls 
and OBavianus in commiflion with them, were fent to his relief for the 
railing of that fiege, in the attempting whereof a great battel being fought, 
one of the confuls was llain, and the other mortally wounded in it ; how- 
ever the victory being on their fide, OBavianus who furvived reaped the 
whole benefit of it : For hereby he got the whole army under his fole com- 
mand, and fo far diflrefTed Antony, " that he was forced in a very broken 
and abjecl: condition to flee over the Alps into Gallia Tranfalpina. But 
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being there received by the Roman army, which Lepidus commanded in. 
that province, this brought Octavianus to an agreement with him, by 
which a " new triumvirate being erecfed, the three generals that is M. An- 
touius, Lepidus, and OcJavianus divided the Roman empire between them. 
Hence followed the profcription of many a noble Roman, among whom by 
order of M. Antony perillied Cicero Prince of the Roman eloquence. That 
which influenced them moft to the making of this agreement were the 
preparations which M. Brutus and Coffins were making for a new war, 
which made it necelfary for all the Ceefarean party to unite for their com- 
mon defence. For Brutus having made himfelf mafter of Greece and Ma- 
cedonia, and Caffius of Cilicia, Syria and Tale/fine, they had each of them 
gotten together great armies in thofe countries. Brutus x having mutter- 
ed eight legions in Macedonia, and Caffius >' twelve in Syria, and there- 
fore the forces of both when united made an army of twenty legions. 

CASS IV S on his arrival in Syria; 1 found Murcus and Marcitis Crif- 
pus at the fiege of Apamea. On his coming thither they both joined him 
with all their forces, and Baffius foldiers compelled him to do the fame ; 
whereon the city being furrendered on terms, an end was put to this fiege, 
and Caffius by the addition of thefe three armies made up his forces to 
the number of eight legions. Being thus ftrengthened he foon brought 
all Syria to fubmit to him, and they did it the more willingly, becaufe a of 
the great reputation he had among them for his faving that countrey from 
the Tarthiaus, after the overthrow of Crajfus at Carrha. Murcus b heartily 
embracing the fame intereft with Caffius was continued by him in the go- 
vernment of Syria, and was alfo made the admiral of his fleet ; but Crif- 
ptts and Baffus not caring to engage in this war, were permitted quietly 
to retire. From Syria Caffius c paffed into 'Phoenicia and Jndaa, and 
without any difficulty fecured to him the poffeflion of both thefe countries. 
d While he lay there, Allienus one of Dolabellas lieutenants was marching 
thorough Talejtine with four legions fent by Cleopatra Queen of Egypt, 
to the affiftance of 'Dolabella ; Caffims hearing hereof, got them at an ad- 
vantage, and having furrounded them with double their number, forced 
them all to come over to him, and hereby made up the twelve legions, 
of which his army confided. For the maintaining of fo numerous a body 
of men, e he was forced to lay heavy contributions on the countrey, and 
Judaa being for this purpofe taxed at feven hundred talents, Antipater 
whofe wifdom was never wanting for the peace and welfare of that coun- 
trey, took fpeedy care for the anfwering of this fum, committing it to the 
charge of his two fons Tbafa'el and Herod, and of Malichus , and fome 
others, forthwith to raife the fum, and affigning to each of them their 
proper diftrifts for this end. Herod being the firft that brought in his 
Quota thereby very much recommended himfelf to the favour of Caffius. 
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But Gophna, Emmaus, Lydda, Thamna, and fome other cities of Jndtea 
being found tardy herein, Caffius caufed all the inhabitants to be fold by 
auction for the railing of the money ; and Malichus had like to have been 
put to death by CaJJius for his failure in this matter* but that Hyrcanus 
fent to Caffius an hundred talents out of his own coffers to redeem him 
from it. In the interim fe Dolabella after a long flay in the proper Affii for 
the exacting of contributions in thofe parts parted into Cllicia, there feized 
Tarfus, and s thence marched into Syria, and would have enter 'd Ant loch 
as governor of the province, but being repulfed thence he took pofleffion 
of Laodlcea, where the inhabitants voluntarily called him. Caffius and 
Marcus hearing of this, haflened thither to fupprefs him, leaving h Heroa 
in the government of Ccele-Syrla. On their arrival at Laodlcea, 1 Caffius 
with the army inverted the place by land, and Marcus with the fleet by 
fea, whereby they fo dirtrefted T>olabella, that at laft having taken the 
place they left him , and the chief heads of his party, no other way of 
efcaping falling into their hands, but by putting an end to their lives k as 
fome of them did by their own and others by their fervants hands. As 
to the reft of his followers Cajjitis lifted them among his legions, and fo 
did put an end to this war. 

While this was a doing in Syria, Malichus was acting a very wicked 
and ungrateful part towards Antlpater in Jtid<ea. He and Antlpater 'had 
long been the chief fupporters of Hyrcanus's intereft in Judaea againrt Arl- 
fiobulus and his fons, and next Antlpater, he was of the greateft power 
and authority in that countrey under the government of Hyrcanus, and 
was a crafty bufy man, but not being contented to be the fecond man next 
the Prince, m he would fain have been the firrt, and that efpecially fince 
he was a natural Jew, and the other only an Idumaan ; and therefore for 
the accomplifhing of this dertgn, he laid a plot againrt the life of Antlpa- 
ter, concluding, that if he were removed, the prime adminiftration of all 
affairs in Judaa would of courfe fall into his hands. Antlpater having 
gotten fome notice of his treacherous projections, made preparations againrt 
them. But Malichus coming to him, did in fo crafty a manner with oaths 
and proteftations deny the matter, that he fully perfuaded both Antlpater 
and his fons into a belief of his innocency, and a reconciliation was made 
between them. And whereas Murcus on his having received fome account 
of this man's innovating and factious defigns intended to have put him to 
death for them, he owed it to the intercefllon of Antlpater that he was 
delivered from this danger. But notwithftanding this obligation his ambi- 
tion {till hurrying him on his wicked defigns, n he took the opportunity 
of Antipater's dining one day with Hyrcanus to bribe the butler to give 
him poifon in his wine, of which he died, and Malichus. immediately there- 
on with an armed force feized the government of Jerufalem. However 
he ftill endeavoured to perfuade Thafaelus and Herod, that he was wholly 
innocent as to this matter. Herod having great indignation againrt him for 
this villainous aft would immediately by open force have revenged it up- 
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on him. But Thafaelus being of opinion rather to execute their revenge 
by craft and llratagem, left otherwife they fhould run the nation into a civil 
war, Herod fubmitted hereto. Aud therefore both of them diflembling 
their refentments, carried themfelves towards him as if they believed all 
he laid. ° In the mean time Coffins being informed by Herod of the man- 
ner of Antipaters death, gave him leave to revenge it on the murtherer, 
and fent his orders to the commanders of his forces at Tyre to be aflifting 
to him herein. On CaJJius\ ' taking Laodicea all the princes and chief 
lords of Syria and 'Talejline haften'd thither with their congratulations and 
prefents, and Hyrcanus with Malichns and Herod being upon the road for 
the lame purpolc, on their drawing near to Tyre., where they were to 
lodge that night, Herod invited all the company to fup with him, and fend- 
ing his fervants before under pretence of providing the fupper, by them 
communicated CaJ/ius's orders to the commanders of the Roman garrifon 
in that city ; and accordingly a party of armed men being fent out by them, 
fell on Maliclms as he approached that place, and Hew him. Had he come 
fate to Tyre, his delign was by ftealth to have gotten away his fon, who 
was there in hottage, and then to have returned into Judaa, and there 
excited xhejews to a revolt, and while the Romans were embroiled in their 
wars among themfelves to have feized the countrey, and made himfelf King. 
But Herod's plot againft him being the better laid of the two, took place 
for the defeating of all that he had thus projected. And thus it often 
happens, that when crafty men lay defigns for wicked ends, they meet 
with others as crafty and wicked as themfelves to turn the plot on their 
own heads. 

An. 42. CASSIVS having feveral times p fent to Cleopatra Queen of Egypt 
Hjrca- for her afliftance, and being as often denied ; and heaving alfo that flie 
nus ii.22. was f enc iing on the other fide mips to the aid of the triumvirs, refolved 
to make war upon her. Cafar had made her Queen after the Alexandrian 
war, and for form fake joined her brother, a lad of eleven years old, in 
co-partnerfliip with her ; but the whole power by reafon of this minority 
of the young Prince was in hei j and fo it continued till the laft preceding 
year ; but then the young King being grown up to be' fifteen years old, 
and thereby become capable of lharing the royal authority, as well as the 
name, 1 me made him away by poifon, and at this time reigned alone in 
Egypt; and fince fhe had received her crown by the favour of Cafar, it 
w^as a generous gratitude in her not to fend any aid to his murtherer ; and 
hereby 1 Ihe drew the anger of Cajfius upon her. But as he was on his way 
to invade her, s he was called back by Brutus, who by letters after letters 
preffed him to come and join him againft the triumvirs : For they 'had now 
gotten together an army of forty legions, and had paft eight of them over 
the Adriatic, and were following with the reft to fall upon him. Hereon 
Cajfiuf " leaving a nephew of his with one legion to govern Syria in his 
abfence, marched with all the reft towards Brutus, and w joined him near 
Smyrna in the proper Afia, where finding themfelves matters of all from 
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Macedonia to the Euphrates, excepting only the Lycians and the Rhodians, 
x they thought it not convenient to leave two fuch potent maritim powers 
unfubdued behind them. And therefore before they pafled any farther 
weflward, * Brutus marched againfl: the Lycians, and Caffius failed with 
the fleet againfl: the Rhodians ^ and after they had brought both thefe peo- 
ple under them, y they again joined at Sardis, 2 and from thence pafled over 
the Hellefpont with an army a of near an hundred thoufand men to fight 
Ottaruianus and Antony, who were come with much b more numerous for- 
ces into Macedonia againfl them. c At Thilippi a city in that countrey 
(the fame to the inhabitants whereof St. Taul afterwards wrote one of his 
epiflles) both armies met, where after a terrible battel fought between 
them, Cafar'% murtherers were vanquifhed, and by the juft retribution of 
divine vengeance upon them, they were both of them, that is Caffius firft, 
and afterwards Brutus, forced to murther themfelves ; and what was moft 
fignal herein, they both did it with the fame fwords with which they had 
murthered him. After this OBavianus returned to Rome, and Antony 
pafled on into Afia to fettle the eaftern provinces. Thefe matters are more 
fully related by Tlutarch in the lives of M. Antonius and Brutus, and by 
Appian, Dion Caff/us, and others ; but it not being my purpofe to write 
the Roman hiflory, I meddle with it no otherwife than as it may ferve to 
illuftyate that of the Jews, which is the main fubjeft of this work. 

As foon as Caffius was gone out of Syria, d the faction of Malichus at 
Jerufalem rofe in arms to revenge his death upon the fons of Antipater, 
and having gained on their fide Hyrcanus, and alfo Fcelix the commander 
of the Roman forces left at Jerufalem, did put all into an uproar in that 
city ; and at the fame time a brother of Malichus's took pofleffion of Map 
fada and feveral other caflles in Judaa by the permi/fion of Hyrcanus. He- 
rod being then with Fabius the Roman governor of Damafcus, and there 
laid up by ficknefs, Thafaelus was forced alone to fland this ftorm, and 
weather 'd it with full fuccefs: For he drove Fcelix and all of that party 
out of Jerufalem ; and when Herod was returned, both brothers together 
foon mafler'd this, faction every where elfe, and recovered Maffkda again 
from, them , and all other places which they had taken ; and when they 
had thus fettled all matters again in peace, they juftly upbraided Hyrcanus 
with ingratitude in favouring the adverfe facBon againfl: them, when it was 
to the aflaftance and wife adminiftration of Antipater their father that he 
owed all that he had. But e a match being about this time fet on foot be- 
tween Herod and Mariamne the grandaughter of Hyrcanus, that reconciled 
all differences between them< 

Ho wevjeri peace did not long continue. The' fupprefled faftion foon re- 
vived again under another head: f For they called to them Antigonus the 
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younger fon of Arijlobulus, and under the pretence of reftoring him to his 
father's throne, raifed new dillurbances in the countrey. Arijlobulus his 
father, and Alexander his eldell brother being dead, he as heir of the fa- 
mily claimed the kingdom which Arijlobulus had been poffeffed of; and 
herein he was fupported by Marion King of Tyre, Fabius governor of 
Damajcns, and Ttolemy the fon of Mennaus Prince of Chalcis ; the lirft 
of thefe engaged in this caufe out of the hatred he bore to Herod, the fe- 
cond for the money which was given to hire him into it, and the laft by 
reafon of the affinity that was between their families ; for he had married 
a filler of Antigonuss. After Arijlobulus had been poifoned by the Totn- 
pe'ians, and Alexander his fon beheaded at Antioch, as hath been above 
related, and the family was thereby brought to great diitrefs, this Ttolemy 
the fon of Mennaus & fent Thilippion his fon to Askalon, where the widow 
of Arijlobulus was retired with her remaining children, to bring them all 
to him to Chalets, propofing there to provide for them. This he did for 
the fake of the love with which he was fmitten for one of /the daughters 
named Alexandria. But Thilippion taking the fame liking to her married 
her on the way, for which his father put him to death on his return, and 
then married her himfelf. And by reafon of this affinity he did all he could 
to promote the intereft of Antigonus ; h who being thus affifted by him, 
and the others mentioned, got an army into the field for the purfuing of 
his pretentions. But Herod encountering him on his firft entering in- 
to Judaa, gave him a total overthrow, and then recovering what Ma- 
rion had taken in Galilee, he returned to Jerufalem with victory and 
triumph. 

An.^x. A NTO NT 'having after the victory at Thilippi paffed over into AJia 
Hyrca- to fettle all matters there in the intereft of the conquerors, exacted grie- 
nus H.23. vous taxes and contributions in all places for the payment of his foldiers, 
and the fupport of the excefiive luxury which he thenceforth gave him- 
felf up unto. Wherever he came after his arrival in thofe parts, he had 
his chamber door every morning thronged at his levee by Kings and Prin- 
ces from the eaftern countries, or by ambaffadors from others of them to 
folicit his favour, and feveral of them brought with them their wives and 
daughters, that proftituting them to his luft they might thereby the better 
obtain their ends. Among other ambaffadors that came to him k there 
were feveral of principal note from the nation of the Jews, who were fent 
to accufe Tloafael and Herod for ufurping the government from Hyrcanus 
and abufing it to their own ends. But Herod being prefent, partly by his 
money, and partly by his intereft with Antony, obtained that Antony would 
not hear them. For 1 he having received great obligations from Antipater, 
when he ferved under Gabinius in Jud<ea, , for his fake much favoured his 
fons, and Herod on this account had ever after a very great intereft with 
him. Not long after m there came to him other ambaffadors out of Judaa 
from Hyrcanus, to pray that the lands and territories which CaJJius had 
taken from the Jews might be reftored ; and that all of that nation whom 
CaJJius had unjuftly fold into flavery, might be again fet free ; both which 
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petitions were readiiy granted. n At Tar Jits Cleopatra Queen of Egypt 
came to him, being fiimmoned to anfwer an accufation againft her, a9 
if ihe had favoured the intereft of Cajjius. On her arrival thither, by 
the charms of her beauty and her wit, Ihe drew him into thofe fnares 
which held him enflaved to her as long as he lived, and in the end caufed 
his ruin. On ° his coming into Syria he depofed all the tyrants which Caf- 
Jiiis had made in that countrey. For on his going from thence to the war 
againft the triumvirs, for the raifing of money for the expences of that 
expedition, p he cantoned out the greateft part of that countrey into fmall 
principalities, and fold them to thofe would give moft for them ; and thus 
was it that Marion, who hath been mentioned, q came to be King of Tyre. 
At Daphne near Antioch 1 an hundred of the principal Jews came to him 
in another embafly with the fame complaints againft the fons of Antipater 
as the former. Antony now gave them an hearing, and Hyrcanus being 
prefent, he put it to him to declare whom he thought the fitteft to ma- 
nage the government under him ; to which he anfwered in favour of the 
two brothers, being induced hereto by reafon of the affinity which he had 
newly contracted with Herod in the efpoufals of his grandaughter : Where- 
on Antony being otherwife inclined to favour the two brothers for the 
reafon above mentioned, made them both tetrarchs, and committed all the 
affairs of Judaa to their adminiftration ; and having imprifoned fifteen of 
the ambalfadors would have put them to death, but that Herod faved them 
by his interceflion. However they did not give over their folicitation ; for 
s on Antony's coming to Tyre, inftead of the former hundred there came 
thither a thoufand to him with the fame accufations againft the two bro- 
thers, which Antony looking on as a tumult rather than an embafly, caufed 
them to be fall'n upon by his foldiers, whereon feveral of them were flain, 
and more wounded. 

ANTONT wanting money to pay his army ( fent all his horfe to Tal- 
wyra to take the plunder of that city inftead of their pay. This was an an- 
cient city in Syria formerly called Tadmor : The holy fcriptures " make men- 
tion of it by this name, and tell us that it was built in the defart by Solo- 
mon King of IJrael™, after his having vanquifhed and brought under him 
the kingdom of Hamath Zoba, in which it was fituated. When the Greeks 
became maftcrs of thofe countries , they x gave it the name of 'Palmyra* 
which it retained for feveral ages after ; and under it , about the middle 
of the third century after Chrift, grew famous by being made >' the feat of 
the eaftern empire under Odenathus and Zenobia. But when the Saracens 
became lords of the eaft, they again reftored to it the old name of Tadmor ; 
and that it hath ever fince born even to this day. But it is now famous 
for nothing elfe but its ruins ; which are z the moft auguft that are at prefent 
any where to be found ; and thefe truly prove how great the magnificence, 
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riches, and fplendor of this ancient and noble city, was in former times. It 
is u 7 miles north of Damafcw on this fide the Euphrates, at the diltance 
of a day's journey from that river. The fixation of it is much like what 
that of Ammonia in the defarts of Libya is described to have been: For 
• it is built on an ifland of rum land* which lies in the midftpf a vaft ocean 
of fetid in fandy defai;ts grounding it on every fide. Its neighbourhood 
to the Euphrates Wing placed it in the confines of two potent empires, 
that of the Tart/lions on the eaft, and that of the Romans on the weft, 
it happen'd often that in tinies of war they were grinded between both. 
But in times of peace they made themfelves fufficient amends b by their 
commerce wjth, each of them, and the great riches which they gained 
hereby : For the caravans from Terfia and India, which now unload at 
Aleppo, did in. tuofe times unload at Talmyra, and from thence the eaftern 
commodities which came overland, being carried to the next ports on the 
Mediterranean > were from thence tranfmitted into the weit; and the 
welrevn commodities being through the fame way brought from the faid 
ports to this city, were there faaden pn the fame caravans, and on their 
return carried back and cfifperled over all the eaft. So that as Tyre, and 
afterwards Alexandria, were the chief marts for the eaftern trade that was 
carried op by fea ; Talmyra was for fame time the chief mart for fo much 
of that trade as was carried on by land. By the means whereof that place 
being very much enriched, Antony thought with the plunder of it to have 
paid off his cavalry ; and for this purpofe fent them thither. But the c Tal- 
tnyremans having timely notice of the defigns, had before their arrival re- 
moved all their families and effects to the other fide of the Euphrates, 
where the invaders not being able to come at them, they were forced to 
return without the prey they came for ; and on their recefs the Taltnyre- 
hiaus came back again to their houfes, and being exafperated by this ill 
ufage, did thenceforth put themfelves under the prote&ion of the Tar- 
thians. , which became one of the principal caufes of the fecond Tar- 
thian war. 

CLEOPATRA * having accompanied Antony as far as Tyre, there 
took' her leave of him and returned into Egypt,, hut left him fo enfnared 
in the fetters of amour to her , that he coul^l not ttay long behind, and 
therefore c having appointed Tlancw to be his lieutenant in Lejfer AJia, 
and Sax a in Syria, fie made hafte after her to Alexandria, and there f fpent 
the whole enfuing winter with her in a moil fcandalous converfation of 
luxury and iafciyioufnefs. In the interim s all Syria and Taleftine being 
grievonijy oppreffed with the taxes which were impofed on them, h the 
Aradvins and fome others flew thpfe who were to gather them, and there- 
on joined with the Taimyr enims, and thpfe tyrants whom Antony had de- 
pofed , 1 fox the calling in of the Tarthians againft him , which put the 
whole countrey in the utmoft mifery and confufion : For the k Tarthians 
on this invitation pafied the Euphrates with a great army under the com- 
mand of Tacorus the King's fpn, and Labientu a Roman general of the 
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Tompe'ian party. This Labienus was the foh of 77?«* Labienus, 1 who had 
been Cafar's lieutenant in Gallia, and one of the chiefeft of his friends ; 
but afterward going over to Pompey became the bittereft of his enemies, 
and was 1,1 flain fighting againft him in the battel of Mitnda. His fon pur- 
fuing the fame intereft, " was fent by Brutus and Caffius a little before the 
battel of Pbilippi in an embafly to the 'Parthian King to pray his aid for 
that war ; and was foliciting this matter at the Parthian court when that 
battel happen'd ; by the ill fuccefs whereof 0 being difcouraged from any 
more returning, he continued in that countrey, and ° having prevailed 
with King Orodes to undertake this war, p was fent with Pacorus the King's 
fon to be under him the chief commander in it. On their entering Syria 
ithey vanquilhed Saxa in battel, and forced him to flee into Cilicia; 
and after this having divided the army between them, Labienus with one 
part of it purfued Saxa into Cilicia , and having there flam him 1 over- 
ran all the Lejfer AJia ; and forcing Plancas to flee thence into the ifles, 
brought all places under him as far as the Hellejpbnt and the JEgean fea. 
And at the fame time Pacorus with the other part of his army b fubdued 
all Syria and Phoenicia, as far as Tyre, which alone flood out againit him. 
For the remainder of the Roman forces in that countrey having gotten thi- 
ther before him, held out that place, fo that he could not make himfelf 
mafter of it. 

ANTONT 1 being rouzed up by the accounts brought him at Alexan- An.^p. 
dria of the ill ftate of his affairs in Italy, as well as in Syria, and ^Jfer^siil 
AJia, early in the enfuing fpring took his leave of Cleopatra to carry a"" 
remedy to them. For " in Italy, Falvia his wife, and Lucius Antonius 
his brother, (who had been conful the preceding year) having under the 
pretence of fupporting his intereft engaged in a war againft Oifaviattns, 
were vanquiflied by him, and after the taking of Perujia, (where Lucius 
had fufTered a long and w hard hege in this caufe) were both driven out 
of that countrey. And what was the ttate of affairs in Syria and Leffer 
AJia hath been related. " For the removing of thefe evils x he firft failed 
to Tyre ; but on his putting in there y finding all the countrey round in 
the hands of the Parthians, and z receiving alfo in that place lamentable 
letters of complaint from Fulvia concerning her fuffcrings from Oclavia- 
nus, he neglecfed the foreign enemy to make war upon the domeftic, and 
failed into Italy with two hundred fail of fliips againft OElavianus ; but 
on his arrival thither receiving an account 3 that Fulvia was dead at Sicyou, 
he hearken'd to the advice of his friends for the making up of all differen- 
ces with OElavianus by marrying OcJavia his lifter, who had lately become a 
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widow by the death of Marcellus her former husband* 3 on which terms 
: peace being made between them, they both went together to Rome, and 
the marriage was there folemnized with great pomp and folemnity. After 
this the triumvirs came to a new partition of the Roman empire between 
them, by virtue whereof Lefidus had the provinces of Africa; Oftavianus 
Ijdlmatid, the two Galliots, Spain and Sardinia ; and Antony all the eaftern 
province beyond the Adriatic. And the war againft the 'Partbians was 
committed to his charge, and that againft Sextm Tompeim (who had ferzed 
Sicily) to OEtavianw ; and Italy, it was agreed, mould be common to 
them both for the raifing of forces for thefe wars. 

In the mean time, Labienus b ravaged all the lefler AJia ; and cC Pacorus 
having taken in S'tdon and Ttotemais, fent a party to invade Judaa for 
the making of Antigonus the fon of Arijtobulus King of that countrey. 
For Ttolefny the fon of Mennam Prince of Chalcis A dying this year, c Ly- 
Janias his fon, who fucceeded him in that principality, having a great in- 
tereft with Barzaphames, a chief commander of the army that followed 
'Pacorus, contracted with him in the behalf of Antigonus, (to whom he was 
allyed in the manner as hath been above-mentioned) that for a thoufand 
-talents, and five hundred Jewi/h women to be given to the Tarthians by 
Antigonus, they lliould reftore him to his father's kingdom ; which con- 
tract being consented to, and ratified by Tacorrn, he lent from Ptolemais 
a part of his army under the command of his cup-bearer, called alfo Ta- 
cortiS) to put it in execution. Whereon Antigonus having gotten together 
ah army of Jews from about mount Camel, and elfe where, marched with 
them into Judaa, and the f cup-bearer followed to fupport him. Antigo- 
nus having vahquifhed in battel thofe that firft came forth to oppofe him, 
purfued them unto Jerufakm, Where having gotten into the city, many 
skirmilhes happen'd between him and the two brothers ; in which the An- 
tigonians being worfted, were forced to take flielter in the mountain of 
the temple, and the other party feized the palace ; and from thefe two 
places, as the head quarters of the two parties, they frequently fa-Hied up- 
on each other ; and thefe hoftilities were continued between them till the 
feaft of pentecoft, when great numbers of people coming to J-erufalem 
from all parts to this holy folemnity, and fome joining on one fide, and 
Tome on the other, this produced fuch great diffractions, and fuch ihed- 
ding of blood in every part of the city, as moved both parties to think of 
a corhpofure of thefe troubles. Hereon Antigonus fubdoloufly propofed 
the calling in of the cup-bearer to arbitrate all differences between them : 
(For he having followed Antigonus according to the orders of his mafter, 
was then with his forces encamped without the walls of the city ;) which 
propofal being accepted of, the cup-bearer with five hundred of his horfe 
was received into Jerufalem, and he taking his lodging at Thafa'eVs houfe, 
and being there kindly entertained as his gueft, made ufe of this opportu- 
nity to work his holt into fuch a confidence in him, as to be drawn by his 
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treacherous perfuafions to go on an embaffy to Barzapharnes (who then 
governed Syria under BacorusJ as being made believe by this fubtle "Par- 
thian, that it was the certaineft way to gain fuch a lettlement of his affairs, 
as would be beft to his content. And therefore taking Hyrcantts along 
with him, he went on this journey, wholly againft the opinion of Herod, 
who having no faith in the Parthians, blamed his brother's credulity in 
this matter. The cup-bearer conducted them on their way with part of 
his horfe, leaving the other part at Jertifalem. When the ambaffadors came 
into Galilee, they were met with a guard from Barzapharnes to conduct 
them to him, and the cup-bearer returned again to Jerufalcm. Barza- 
pharnes at firft received them with an appearance of kindnefs, till he thought 
the cup-bearer was returned again to Jem/alem, and had there feized He- 
rod according to the orders that were given him. But as foon as by com- 
puting the time he concluded this was done, «he caufed both Phafael and 
Hyrcanus to be feized and put into chains. Herod having timely intelli- 
gence hereof, before any part of the intended treachery could be executed 
upon him, got away from Jerufakm in the night, taking with him all his 
family, and the bell effects, and as many foldiers in his pay as he had then 
at hand for their guard, and made the beft of his way towards Majfada, 
h which was a caftle built on the top of a very high mountain near the 
weft fide of the lake Afphaltitcs, and the ftrongeft fortrefs in all that coun- 
trey. In his march thither he was feveral times aflaulted both by the Par- 
thians purfuing him, and alfo by the Jews of the oppofite faction, but in 
all thefe conflicts he had the better of them ; and having more eipecially in 
one of them, which was fought with the Jews of Antigonuss party at the 
diftance of about feven miles from J.eru/alem, gotten a more remarkable 
advantage, than in any of the reft, he there afterwards built a very famous 
\palace called Herodium in memory of it. On his coming to Rejfa in Idu- 
maa, his brother Jofeph met him with fuch farther forces as he could get 
together for his aftiftance. But on their drawing near to Majfada, that 
place not being capable of containing all the company, Herod difmiffed 
nine thoufand of them. Of the reft he put eight hundred into the caftle 
with his mother, fifter, and the other women , of quality, which he brought 
with him from Jerufaletri; and then having furniihed the fortrefs with pro- 
viftons for feveral months, and left Jofeph in the chief command of it, he 
with the remainder of his followers made the beft of his way for Petra in 
Arabia, where Malchus having fucceeded Aretas then reigned as King of 
that countrey. Herod having laid many obligations upon him by former 
kindneftes and fervices, thought to have found him his friend in this time 
of need ; but he being one, who like many others would not own a friend 
in adverfity, as foon as he heard of Herod's cafe, fent to him to depart his 
dominions, pretending for it the command of the Parthians. Hereon 
Herod difmifting moft of thofe that had hitherto followed him, went di- 
rectly for Egypt, .and on his coming to Rhinocorura in his way thither, he 
there had an account, of the death 0I Phafael his brother. 

For k the Parthians, when they found Herod gone from Jerufalem, 
after having firft plundered the place and all the countrey round, made An- 
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tigonns, according as they had agreed with him, King of Judaa, and de- 
livered Hyrcanus and Thafa'el in chains to him. Thafael knowing his 
death to be determined, to prevent the executioner beat out his brains 
againft the wall of the prifon. Hyrcanus's life was fpared, but to incapa- 
citate him from being any longer High-prieft, Antigonus caufed his ears to 
be cut off ; (for 1 no one was according to the levitical law to be prieft 
or High-prieft among the Jews, who was not perfect and whole in all the 
parts and members of his body ;) and after this delivered him back again 
to the Tarthiatts to be carried by them into the eaft, that being fo far off 
he might not be in the way to difturb him, and accordingly on their re- 
turn they carried him to Seleucia, and foon after there happen'd a reafon, 
which forced them to return fooner than they intended. 

For m Antony after his agreement with Otlavianus having fent Ventidius 
one of his lieutenants into the eaft againft them, he managed this war with 
fuch fuccefs, as foon cleared all the Roman territories of them. His paf- 
fage into AJia n was with fuch fpeedy expedition, that arriving thither much 
fooner than expected, he furprized Labienus with the fuddennefs of his 
coming* before he was prepared to withftand him. For he had then none 
of the Tarthian army with him, but only fuch forces as were made up of 
Roman deferters, and thofe AJiatic's which he had gathered up in Syria, 
Phoenicia and lefler Afia, fince his coming over the Euphrates. And there- 
fore not daring to ftand the approach of a Roman army, he retreated be- 
fore them as faft as he could, till he came to mount Taurus; where having 
by the advantage of the mountains encamped in fuch a place as fecured 
him from being forced to a battel, he fent to Tacorus for afliflance ; here- 
on an army of Tarthians coming thither to his aid, they had the Romans 
in fuch contempt, becaufe of their former victories over them, that they 
engaged Ventidius, before Labienus could come to join them ; and there- 
fore being overthrown in this battel, and moft of them cut in pieces, they 
received the reward which was juftly due to their prefumption. Labiemis"s 
foldiers being terrified with this defeat of the Tarthians all deferted him 
and fled, every one fliifting as well as he could for himfelf ; whereon Ven- 
tidius purfuing after them, flew fome of them, and having taken the reft 
lifted them among his own forces. Labienus making his efeape in a dif- 
guize for fome time fculked about in Cilicia from one hiding place to ano- 
ther, till at length being difcovered by T>emetrius (a freed-man of Julius 
Cafars, whom Antony had made governor of CyprusJ he was taken and 
put to death. After this victory ° Ventidius having recovered all Cilicia, 
marched on to mount Amanus, which parted Cilicia from Syria ; where 
he met another army of Tarthians, who under the command of Tharna- 
pates one of Tacorus's lieutenants, had feized the panes leading into Syria, 
and thereby endeavoured to hinder his farther progrefs. But Ventidiul 
falling on them, flew their general, and gained a fecond victory over them 
as confiderable as the former, and then without any farther oppofition paf- 
fed on into Syria. Whereon p Tacorus calling all his forces to him march- 
ed back with all the hafte he was able, and repafling the Euphrates left 
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J^v/i* and. all elfe on this fide that river whplly tp the ^w«»j, and all again 
in thofe countries returned to their former. fubjeetjon to them excepting 
only the Aradians; who by reafon of their haying flain thofe that were 
fent thither to gather their taxes, defpairing of pardon held out for fome 
time, till they were at length reduced by force of arms. 

In the interim * Herod from Rhmocorura went to Telujinm, and from 
thence to Alexandria, where taking fhip, he paffed by the way of Rhodes 
and Brundujium to Rome, and there applying to. Antony, acquainted him 
of the lamentable ftate all his affairs in Jud<ea were then in; and earneftly 
prayed his aid. 1 Antony, on the account of the friendmip which he' had 
firft with his father, and afterwards with him, pitied, his cafe, and for the 
fake of a great fum of money promifcd, undertook to help him, and did 
much more for him than he expeded. For whereas the utmoft of his de- 
fign was to have obtained the kingdom for Ariftobulm the brother of Ma- 
riamne, whom he had lately efpoufed, without propofing any thing farther 
for his own intereft, than that he might govern the countrey under him 
in the fame manner, as Antipater had under Hyrcanus his r grandfather 
Antony procured, that the crown was given to him, contrary to the'cuftpm 
of the Romans commonly practifed by them in this cafe; for they ufed not 
to.pafs over the royal line of any dependent kingdom, and grant the crown 
to one, that was an alien to it. Rut Offavianm being prevailed with to' 
favour the defign, partly to gratify Antony, and partly out of gratitude to 
the family of Antipater for the feafpnable help brought by him to Jvlius 
Cafar in Egypt, their joint intereft was not to be withftood. And there- 
fore Meffald and Atratinns two noble fenators, having introduced Herod 
into the fenate, and there Tet forth the merits of him, and his family to- 
ward the Roman people, and the demerits of Antigomts ; and Antony having 
added that it would be very advantagious to him in his carrying on the 
'Parthian war to have Herod King of Jiid<ea<, the royal dignity was decreed 
to him by the unanimous fuffrage of the whole fenate, and Antigomts was 
declared an enemy to the Roman ftate. And on the riling of the fenate 
Herod was condufted by the confuls and other magiftrates up to the capi- 
tal, Obia-vianus going on one fide of him, and Antony on the other ■ 
and the decree being 'there depofited among the publick records of the 
ftate, he was thereon fplemnly inaugurated into the kingdom according to 
the Roman ufage. Having had fo good and expeditious fuccefs in this 
matter he made all the hafte back aga;n into JuiLea that he was able : For 
having tarried only feven days at Rome for the difpatch of this whole affair, 
he returned to his fliips at Brtwdujium, and failing thence with the firft fair 
wind he landed at Ttolemais towards the end of fummer, fo that he was 
not above three months in all this journey both by Tea and land. 

On his arriyal s his firft care was to relieve his mother, filler, and other 
friends, that were tout up in Maffada. For c Aiitigonus had befieged them 
With a cjofe fiege ever fince his departure, and had once brought tliem to 
fo great a dill/els for want of water, that' Jbfeph had refolyed to attempt 
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defpcrately to break through the befiegers, and flee unto Malchus in Arabia ; 
For he had heard that Malchus had repented of his unkindnefs to Herod, 
and was now much better inclined to him and his party. But the night 
before he intended to have put this deiign in execution, there fell fuch 
plentiful ftiowers of rain, as filled all their citterns, and thereby put them 
in a capacity of holding out till Herod came and relieved them. And to 
relieve them being what he had moft at heart, (efpecially for the fake of 
Mariamnehis late betrothed miftrefs, who was a lady of the greateft beauty, 
and the greateft merit of any of her time) he did all he could to provide 
for it. For immediately on his return he fet himfelf to raife men, lifting 
into his fervice as well foreigners as Jews, and with thofe and fuch Roman 
auxiliaries as he received from Ventidius and Silo his lieutenant in Tale- 
Jtite, he made himfelf mafter of all Galilee, fome few places only except- 
ed. After this he endeavoured to get at Majffada, but not thinking it fafe 
to leave fo ftrong a place as Joppa behind him in the hands of his enemies 
he took in that firft, and then proceeding to the place intended, and hav- 
ing there raifed the fiege, and received all his friends, he took in Rejffa a 
ftrong fortrefs in Idumaa, and marching back joined Silo, whom Ventidi- 
us had left in Judaa, for the promoting of his intereft, and encamped with 
him before the walls of Jerusalem. 

For Ventidius, on his having driven the Tarthians out of Syria, v march- 
ed into Talejiine out of pretence to relieve Jofeph in Majffada, but in reality 
to get as much money as he could ; and therefore having appeared before 
Jerufalem, and thereby frighted Antigonus to part with all the money he 
could get together, for the purchafing of his departure, he marched back 
into Syria with the grofs of his army, leaving Silo with the reft in Judaa : 
And with thefe he joined Herod, but did him more hurt than good. For 
following the fame method which Ventidius had lately given him an example 
for, he managed this war in no other manner, than as it might bring moft 
money into his own pocket, receiving great fums from Herod to promote 
his intereft, and at the fame time greater from Antigonus to hinder it ; fo 
that playing booty on both fides, he fqueezed each of them to the utmoft, 
and truly ferved neither. He helped Herod indeed in reducing Joppa, 
and on his return from Maffada went with him to the fiege of Jerufalem, 
but there managed that matter fo, that by encouraging his foldiers to mu- 
tiny on pretence of wanting neceflaries he made it end only in the faccage 
of Jericho to the utter ruin of that place, and then difmift the army into 
winter quarters ; which he made Herod provide for them in Idumaa, Sa- 
maria, -and Galilee. 

This year was born to Afinius Tollio conful of Rome u a fon, whom 
from his taking of Salon<e a city in T)almatia he called Saloninus ; on his 
birth Virgil made his fourth eclog, and therein attributes to him, what was 
then generally talked, firft by the Jews, and afterwards from them by 
others, of the kingdom of the Mejfiah, who was fpeedily to appear, and 
reftore the righteoufnefs and blifs of the golden age again to the world. 
That Saloninus was not this perfon was foon proved, w for he died on the 
ninth day after his birth ; but what was then foretold and rumoured abroad 
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concerning this matter, was in lefs than forty years after all fulfill'd in the 
birth of our Saviour. And the kingdom of ChriB would truly be all that 
this eclog defcribes it to be, would men but keep the laws thereof : Where 
all do good to all there is heaven, and where all do evil to all there is hell ; 
and according as the one or the other prevails, fo have we an heaven or 
an hell here on earth. The law of Cbriji is truly and exactly calculated 
for the former ; and were the righteoufnefs, juftice, and charity which it 
enjoins fully obferved, then all would do good to all, and a ftate of blifs 
would be eftablifhed among men here on earth, next that which is en- 
joyed by the faints in heaven. And all that is faid of the golden age by 
the poets, of of the kingdom of the Mejfiah by the prophets of Jjrael, 
would truly be verified in this life ; and that it is not fo is wholly owing 
to the wickednefs of men, who by their malice, violence, and uncharita- 
blenefs obttrucf, what otherwife the law of Chrift would effect, and there- 
by introduce an hell inftead of an heaven among us. 

* HE ROD, though he had put Silo's foldiers into winter quarters, An. 39. 
fiill kept the field with his own ; one part of which he fent into Idtimaa. Anrigo- 
under the command of his brother Jofipb to fecure all there to his inte- ndS l ' 
reft, with the reft he marched to Samaria, and having there placed his 
mother, fitter, and all his other friends which he brought from Majfada, 
under a fafe guard, he palfed on into Galilee, and there reduced Sepphoris* 
and all other places which held for Antigoims in that countrey; and after 
that betook himfelf to rid it of thofe bands of thieves and banditti, which 
at that time very much infefted it: For there being many mountains and 
Iteep craggy rocks in this countrey, with caves in them capable of afford- 
ing hiding-places for great numbers of this fort of people, great numbers 
of them were often found from thofe dens to make ravages and depre- 
dations in it , and never more than at this time. For the fuppre fling of 
thefe Herod marched with all his forces againft them, and all were icarce 
enough: For thefe robbers having joined their forces together, made fuch 
an head againft him, that at firlt Herod's left wing was put to the rout, till 
he himfelf came up in perfon with other forces to their relief; whereon 
having gained the viclory, he purfued them as far as the river Jordan, and 
there drove them all out of the countrey, excepting only fome few, who 
lurking behind flielter'd themfelves in the caves and faftneffes of the moun- 
tains. After this he gave his foldiers a donative of one hundred and fifty 
drachms a man, and difmifs'd them into winter quarters. While they lay 
there he took care by the agency of Tberoras his brother to furnilh them, 
and alfo the Romans under Silo, with plenty of provifions ; and alfo took 
care at the fame time by the fame perfon for the re-edifying and new for- 
tifying of the caftle of Alexandrium. And as foon as the feafon of the year 
would allow him to take the field , he marched again into Galilee to rid 
that countrey from the remainder of thofe thieves, who ftill infefted that 
countrey, from the caves and holes of the mountains where they had taken 
fhelter. But how to come at them was the difficulty: For by reafon of 
the cragginefs and fteepnefs of thofe mountains there was no fcaling them 
from below, and to get down to them from above by any paflage was al- 
together as unpradticable : And therefore to ferret them out of their dens 
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he was forced to make certain chefls, and filling them with foldiers to let 
them down into the entrances of thofe caves by chains from engines which 
he had fixed above ; by which means having deftroyed all that lurked in 
them, or elfe reduced them to terms of fubmifllon, he wholly quieted that 
countrey for the prefent, and marched to Samaria from thence to make 
war upon Antigonus. But he was no fooner gone, but thofe thieves whom 
he had lately driven over Jordan again returned, and infefting a^new that 
countrey, flew Ttolemy, whom Herod had made governor of it, and began 
again to ravage all round about them. But Herod on notice hereof coming 
back again foon made them pay dear for it : For ferretting them out of all 
their hiding holes, he cut off the moft of them, deftroyed all their places 
of retreat, and deeply fined all of the countrey that had afforded them 
any relief or countenance ; by which neceffary rigour he at length reftored 
full peace and fecurity to all Galilee. 

In the interim y Antony was at Athens, there fpending this winter with 
his hew wife Ofiavia in the fame exceifes of luxury, folly, and loofe diver- 
tifements as he had the former with Cleopatra at Alexandria. While he 
thus lay idle in that place, y there came thither to him an account of the 
two victories gained by Ventidius againft the Tarthians ; for which he 
made great rejoicing and feafting in that place. But hearing that Tacorus 
was making great preparations for another invafion into Syria, he thought 
not fit any longer to lye frill, and leave it to his lieutenant to reap all the 
laurels of this war : And therefore as foon as the fpring advanced he left 
Athens with all his forces and marched towards the eaft; but before he 
could get thither Ventidius had gained a third victory much greater than 
the other two, z whereby he feemed to have fully revenged the death of 
Crajfus, and thofe that were cut off with him in the battel of Carrha. 
For the lofs on the Tarthians fide at this time was altogether as fignal as 
that other on the Romans, Tacorus himfelf and above twenty thoufand of 
his beft men being flain in this overthrow. The manner whereby it was 
effected was as followeth. 

1 VE NT IT) I'D S hearing that the Tarthians were in great readinefs 
for another expedition into Syria, feared that they might pafs the Euphra- 
tes upon him before he fhould be able to get his army together from the 
feveral places where they were difperfed into quarters, for the putting of 
himfelf into a condition to oppofe them : And therefore for the prevent- 
ing thereof he had recourfe to this ftratagem. There being then in his 
camp under the name of an ally a petty Prince of thofe eaftern parts, whom 
he knew to be a well-wifher and fecret correfpondent of the Tarthians, 
that communicated to them all the intelligence he could get of the Roman 
counfels and defigns, he laid a plot of ferving himfelf by this man's treache- 
ry. For taking the firft opportunity that offered to difcourfe with him, 
and exprefling himfelf as if he placed great confidence in him, communi- 
cated to him pretended fears, feigning that he had heard, and was there- 
on much concerned, that the Tarthians waving the ufual paffage of the 
Euphrates at Zeugma, intended now to enter Syria another way at a paf- 
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fage of that river much below the former. For, faid he, if they pafs at 
Zeugma the countrey on this fide the Euphrates is there mountainous j 
where the "Parthian horfe, of which their army moftly confifts, will not 
be ufeful to them ; but in cafe they take the lower pafiage, the countrey 
is all plain, and there the horfe will have their full advantage, and the Ro- 
mans will not be able to ftand before them. As foon as this conference 
was over, the traitor, according as Ventidim forefaw, conveyed a full ac- 
count of it to the Parthians, and there it had the full effect which was 
intended : For Pacorus immediately hereon altering his courfe, left the 
road of Zeugma, and took his rout into the other road, where Vejitidiu* 
wilhed he mould ; which caufing a long march about, and requiring other 
preparations to be made for the palling of the river at the place now in- 
tended, while all this was a doing forty days were gained to Ventid'ms, in 
which time having gotten to him Silo from Jndaa, and all his legions from 
beyond Taurus, where they had been quartered , he was in full readinefs 
to meet the Parthians as foon as they entered Syria; where having firft 
overwitted them by feveral firatagems and artifices of war, he at length 
vanquilhed them with that fignal overthrow which I have mentioned. It is 
remarked of this victory of the Romans, that as it fully revenged the victory 
gotten over Crajfus by the Parthians ; fo a it was gotten on the fame day 
of the year on which the other was Jolt, juft fourteen years before. It 
happen'd therefore in the month of June, for in that month the battel of 
Carrha was fought by Crajfus. 

OROIDES King of Parthia hearing of this defeat, and the death of 
his fon in it, b was fo overwhelmed with excefs of grief for this calamity, 
that he grew diftracled upon it. For feveral days he fat mute not fpeak- 
inga word, or caring to take any meat: And when his grief had at length 
made way for his tongue to exprefs it, nothing elfe could be heard from 
him but the name of Tacorus; fometimes he would feem to fee him, and 
call upon him as if prefent ; fometimes to talk with him ; fometimes to 
hear him fpeaking to him ; and at other times recollecting that he was loft 
he would pour out his lamentations for it with mowers of tears. And in 
truth there was reafon enough for all this grief in the prefent cafe : For 
this overthrow was c the greateft blow which the Tarthians had at any 
time till now ever received ; and the lofs of the Prince was as great as 
that of the army: For rf he was the worthieft perfon for juftice and cle- 
mency, as well as for valour, and all other princely qualities which the royal 
family of Arfaces had ever bred ; by which, in the fliort time that he was 
in Syria, he fo far indeared himfelf to the people of that countrey, that 'they 
never expreffed a greater affection for any Prince that ever reigned over 
them than they did for him. 

Had Vejitidins after this victory purfued all the advantages of it, he 
might have driven the Parthiaiis out of all Mejbpotamia and Babylonia, 
and extended the Roman empire to the banks of the Tigris, if not beyond 
them ; but e he feared he might thereby excite the envy of Antony againft 
him, and therefore contented himfelf with reducing all thofe places in Syria 
and Phoenicia which had revolted from the Romans in the late war ; and 
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ip purfuit rhereof he was with all his army in Commagena when ^fo»jy ar- 
rived. For { Atttwhus the King of. that .cpuntrey having embraced the 
Tsrtfrian inter.eft againft the Romans , Ventidius made war upon him for 
k i and haying'ta him up in Samofitt^ the capital pf his kingdom, was 
thsn ftreaghtly -befieging him. Antony on his coming thither took this war 
out of his hands, and difmi fling him from his prefidency of Syria, and all 
other command, fent him to Rome, on pretence that he might there take 
his .triumph for his viftories; but the true reafon was, she envied him the 
glory of them, and therefore fent him away from the army, with which he 
was in great reputation, and never employed him afterwards, though on 
many occafions after this time he needed fo able and experienced a general 
to fight his battels for him. However h Ventidius on his return to Rome 
was there received with all the honour that his victories deferved: For he 
was not only admitted to his triumph, but had it granted to him with the 
general applaufe of all the Roman people ; and herein had this peculiar 
glory, that he was the onlyperfon that ever triumphed over the Tarthians, 
none before or after having ever attained to it befides him alone. And 
another thing was alfo peculiar to him in this matter, which was altogether 
as remarkable, ! that is, he came to this honour of triumphing from being 
led in triumph himfelf, which no one elfe bclides himfelf ever did. For 
in the focial war, which the Italian allies waged with Rome for the free- 
dom of that city, being made a captive at the taking of Afculum, the chief 
city of Ticenum, by Strabo the father of Tompey, he was then, being very 
young, led before that general in his triumph for the faid viciory. After 
this his family being brought to poverty by the ruin and faccage of then- 
city, he was forced when grown up to betake himfelf to a mean and for- 
did employment for his livelihood : For at firft k he was only a mulitier, 
and being ufed to provide mules for the carrying of the baggage of fuch 
Roman magiftrates as were fent to govern foreign provinces, Cafar made 
ufe of him for this purpofe when he went firft into Gallia ; and having 
on that occafion taken notice of the activity and quick apprehenfion of the 
man, cook him with him into his Gallic wars ; wherein by his valour and 
other military qualifications he rofe fo faft through all the {radons of the 
camp, as that he became one of the chief of Cafars generals in all the 
Wars that he afterwards waged, and on his return to the city reaped ho- 
nours there as fail as he had in the army, being 1 firft made tribune of the 
people, and afterwards m praetor and conful of Rome. After Cafar\ death 
n he joined himfelf to Antony, and fought for his caufe in the wars both of 
Mutina and Terufia ; and afterwards being fent as his lieutenant into the Eajl, 
he there obtained the victories I have mentioned ; for which having triumph- 
ed at his return to Rome, he there afterwards lived, and there died in great 
honour ; ° and on his deceafe a publick funeral was there made for him at the 
charges of the commonwealth. 

Ifi the interim p Herod carried on his war in Jud<ea againft Antigonus, 
and Mwh#ras a Roman general by the order of Antony was fent with two 
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tegien*?* and a thoufand horfe to his affiftaace. But on his approach to 
the w4I« of Jmijalew, where he went with defign to confer with Atiti- 
gmw* being, beaten back by the archers and flingers that guarded the ram- 
part he fell into fuch a rage hereon, that on his retreat from thence, he 
flew all the Jtws that came in his way without regarding whether they 
were friends or foes ; in which wild fury of his many of Herod's friends 
being curt off, he could not bear it with any patience, and therefore went 
away immediately to Samaria, and from thence battened cowards Antony 
to make complaint to him of this outrage ; of which Macharas having no- 
tice made after him as faft as he could, and having overtaken him, pre- 
vailed with him to overlook what was paft, and be reconciled unto him. 
However Herod continuing his journey to pay his refpects unto Antony, 
left Jofeph his brother to command in Judaa during his abfence, but with 
fpecial order to put nothing to haTard, till he fliould return. On his 
coming to Antony, (whom he found tlill at SamofataJ he was received 
with great honour, and in requital of it, there did him fpecial fervice in 
the carrying on of the liege of that place. Ventiditts fid! begun it, as hath 
been already mentioned, and King Antiochus, whom he fhut up therein, 
1 offered a thoufand talents for his peace : but Antony on his arrival not ac- 
cepting of it, after he had difmiffed Vuitidius, carried on the fiege him- 
felf, but with much lefs fuccefs. For the people of the place, on Antonys 
rejecting the beft terms they could offer him for peace, being by defpera- 
tion made valiant defended themfelves fo well, that 'Antony was glad at 
length to compound the matter with Antiochus for lefs than one third of 
the fum, that was offered, that fo he might raife the fiege with honour, 
which otherwife he feared he might be forced to without it, by reafon of 
the difcontent of his own foldiers. For they being all difpleafed at the dif- 
miffion of Ventidius, under whom they had gotten fuch fignal victories, 
did very much refent it, and therefore executed Antony's orders in the 
ftege neither with that vigor, nor that care, as was neceffary to make them 
fucceed. After this Antony having s appointed Soft us to be his lieutenant 
mCilicia, Syria, and Talejiine, left the army with him, c and failed to 
Athens, and from thence to Brundujitm to confer with Octavianus, but 
not finding him there at the time appointed he returned back to Athens, 
and from thence paffed to Alexandria, and there fpent the enfuing win- 
ter in the fame dalliances and luxurious delights with Cleopatra, as he had 
the winter two years before. 

While Herod was abfent in his attendance upon Antony, " "Jofiph for- 
getting the orders he had received from him, made an expedition againft 
Jericho, taking with him his own men, and five cohorts received from 
Macb<eras ; but being there circumvented by the enemy, he was himfelf 
llain, and moft of his forces cut in pieces. Whereon thofe that were dif- 
affec"ted to Herod in Galilee and Idnmaa, revolted from him in both thefe 
provinces. Herod being come back from Antony as far as Daphne near 
Antioch, had there an account brought him of thefe misfortunes, where- 
on he haftened back into Judaa to bring the beft remedy to them that he 
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could. On his coming to mount Libanus, he there raifed eight hundred 
men> and with thefe and one Roman cohort marched to Ttolemais, and 
from thence made war upon the revolters of Galilee. And having there 
received another cohort from Antony, foon brought all thofe again to fub- 
mit to him, who had in that countrey declared againft him. And after 
that went to Jericho for the revenging of his brother Jofeph\ death, but 
there attempted it to his hurt. For the Antigonians in thofe parts over- 
powering him with numbers, put his forces to the rout, and wounded 
Herod himfelf in the conflict. But after this having gotten more men to- 
gether about him, he foon grew into a better condition for the profecuting 
of the war. And therefore finding that Pappus a prime general of Anti- 
gonus's, had taken the field againft him with the main ftrength of that party, 
he engaged him in battel, and gained an abfolute vidtory over him, having 
llain Pappus himfelf in the rout, and cut off molt of his army with him ; 
and had it not been for the feverity of the winter, which now approach- 
ed, he had gone immediately to Jerufalem, and made an end of the war 
by taking that place ; but the foldiers not being able to bear lying any 
longer abroad, he was forced to put them into winter quarters, and to 
§ refer what remained undone to the operation of the next campaign. 
Antigo- A s foon as the fpring began to come on, w Antony failed from Alex- 
«us 2. andria to Athens, where he had left his wife Ottavia ever fince his laft 
going from thence for Syria, and having taken her in, paffed from thence 
with her for Italy, attended with a fleet of three hundred fail, and land- 
ed at Tarentum, propofing with this naval force to afiift Octavianus againft 
Sextus Pompeius ; but Ottavianus not accepting his aid out of jealouly of 
him, this had like to have made another quarrel between them, and other 
reafons of difcontent on this occafion were urged on both fides againft 
each other ; but Offavia mediating between her husband and her brother 
made up all matters. And whereas the five years were now near expiring, 
for which the fovereign government of the Roman empire was granted to 
the Triumvirs by the people, they * prolonged it for five years more by 
their own authority, and as long as the fovereignty was in them, they 
thought by virtue thereof they had right fo to do. After this >' Antony i-e- 
turned into Syria to make preparations for the 'Parthian war. OElavia 
accompanied him as far as Corcyra, but that fhe might not be expofed 
with him to the dangers of that expedition, he from thence fent her back 
into Italy, there to relide till it fhould be over, i committing her, and 
the children which he had either by her or Fulvia, to the care of O0a- 
viantis. 

O n Antonys returning into Syria, * O&aviantu married Livia Drufilla 
the daughter of Livius 'Drufus, who having been one of thofe that were 
profcribed by the Triumvirs was driven thereby to take ftielter with Brutus 
and Caffius ; after whofe overthrow at Philippi, not knowing whore elfe 
to flee, he fell on his fword and flew himfelf. She was firft the wife of 
Tiberius Nero, and bore him Tiberius Cafar, who fucceeded Augnflus in 
the empire. On the breach that happen'd between QEtaviamts and Fulvia. 
the wife of Antony he fided with the latter, whereon he was forced after 
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the taking of Terufia to flee out of Italy, carrying with him his wife and 
his voting fon Tiberius ; but being included in the pacification, that was 
afterwards made between OtJavianus and Antony, he returned to Rome, 
where Ocfavianus falling in love with her, Tiberius for the purchafe of his 
favour willingly yielded her unto him ; and he accordingly married her, 
though {he were then great with child by Tiberius, and within three months 
of her time of delivery. This for fome time caufed a delay, and the ~Ton- 
tifices were confulted about the lawfulnefs of marrying her in this cafe ; 
but their anfwer being, that it was only unlawful, when it might caufe a 
doubt to which husband the next child born of her might belong ; and it 
being now after fix months pregnancy part all doubt, that the child next to 
be born belonged to Tiberius, Otiavianus forthwith married her, and three 
months after a fon being born of her (the fame who hereafter by the name 
of 'Drujus will be often fpoken of) he was fent to Tiberins as to the pro- 
per father ; but Tiberius dying a little after, both this fon and the other 
alfo were fent back to Otlavianns to be taken care of, and bred up by 
him, as being left their guardian by the will of their father. He had a 
former wife called Scribonia, who brought him his daughter Julia. Her 
he divorced for her ill temper ; but Livia, though fhe brought him no 
children, continued to be his wife as long as he lived, and always com- 
manded his affection to the ML 

In the a interim Herod having made great preparations for the carrying 
on of this year's campaign, brought a great army into the field, and march- 
ing with it directly up to the walls of Jerufalem, laid clofe fiege to that 
city, and forthwith ordered the calling up of fuch works againft it, as 
were in thofe times made ufe of for the taking of befieged places. While 
this was a doing he himfelf went to Samaria, and there confummated his 
marriage with b Mariamne. He had betrothed her four years before, but 
his troubles hindered, that he did not marry her till now. She was the 
daughter of Alexander, the fon of King Arifiobulus, by Alexandra the 
daughter of Hyrcanns the fecond, and therefore was grandaughter to both 
c thofe brothers. She was a lady of extraordinary beauty, and great virtue, 
and in all other laudable qualifications accomplimed beyond mod others of 
her time. The Jews of thofe times having generally a zealous affeclion 
for the family of the Afmonceaus , Herod thought that by marrying this 
lady out of it, he fhould the eafier reconcile that people to him ; and this 
made him fo earneft for the confummating of the marriage at this time. 
On d his return to his army before J erufa lem, Sofuts the governor of Syria 
came thither to him. For being ordered by Antony to do his utmoft for 
the fubduing of Antigonus, and the putting of Herod in full pofTeflion of 
the kingdom of Ju,daa, he marched into that countrey with the befi of his 
forces for this purpofe, and having joined Herod before Jerufalem, they 
both together pufhed on the liege of that place with the utmolt vigor, and a 
very numerous army ; for both of them together had no fewer than c eleven 
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legions, and fix thoufand horfe, befides the Syrian auxiliaries. How- 
ever the place held out feveral months with a great deal of refolution, 
and had the military skill of thofe that defended it been equal to their 
valour, they could not have been fubdued. But their defence being made 
rather with boldnefs than due order and good conduct according to the 
art of war, the Romans herein much out-did them, and by means hereof 
at length carried the place after a fiege of r above half a year. 
37- For it was not till the year next after following that the place was taken. 
the Great For 8 tnen the Jews being beaten out of all their places of defence, the 
j. city was broken up, and the enemy entering it on every fide made them- 
felves thorough mailers of it, and being exafperated by the length of the 
fiege, and the great labour and hardftrip which they had endured in it, for 
the revenging hereof they filled all the quarters of the place with blood 
and {laughter, and ravaged it all over with rapine and devastation. Herod 
did all he could to hinder both, but without fuccefs, Sojius encouraging 
the foldiers in what they did. Hereon Herod went to him with heavy com- 
plaints about it, alledging that if the city were thus deftroyed by plunder 
and {laughter, the Romans would make him only King of a defart, and 
therefore defired that a flop might be put to this ravage and cruelty ; but 
receiving no other anfwer, but that the fpoils of the city were due to the 
foldiers for the reward of their labour and valour in the taking of it, he was 
forced by a fum of money to redeem the city from all farther devaflations, 
which otherwife would have been utterly ruined and deftroyed. 

ANTIG O NV S feeing all loft h furrendered himfelf to Sojius, and caft 
himfelf in a very fubmiffive and abjedl manner at his feet to pray his com- 
panion. But Sojius defpifing his cowardice and meannefs of fpirit reject- 
ed him with fcorn, and looking on fuch a behaviour as more becoming a 
woman than a man, inftead ' of Antigonus by way of contempt called him 
Antigona, and forthwith ordered him to be put in chains, and as foon as 
Antony was returned out of Italy, and came again to Antioch, Sojius fent 
this captive King thither to him. Antony k at firft intended to have referved 
him for his triumph. But Herod not thinking himfelf fafe in his kingdom, 
as long as this remainder of the old royal family continued alive, never left 
foliciting Antony, till at length by a great fum of money he -obtained, that 
this poor Prince was put to death ; to which he having been condemned 
by a formal fentence in judicature, this fentence 1 was executed upon him 
in the fame manner as upon a common criminal by the rods and axe of the 
Lienor, which the Romans never before fubjected any crown' d head to. 
And here ended the reign of the AJmonaans, after it had lafted from the 
beginning of Judas Maccab<eus\ government to this time m one hundred 
twenty nine years, and with it I fliall end this book. 



* i. e. reckoning from the time that Herod came Before the place, which was fome time before Sofius 
joined him, and carried on the fiege in conjunction with him. g Jofephus atitiq. lib. 14. cap. 2S. 

&de bello Judaico lib. 1. cap. 13. Dion Caflius lib. 49. h Jofephus ibid. 

» Antigonus is the mafculine name, Antigona the feminine. The former is proper to men, the other 
to women. k Jofephus antiq. lib. if. cap. 1. & de bello Judaico lib. I. cap. 13. 

1 Jofephus ibid. Plutarchus in Antonio. Dion Caflius lib. 49. p. 405-. ^Whereas Jofe- 

phus in his antiquities, hook xiv. chap. 2.8. faith it la/led only 126 years, this is to be computed from the 
time that Judas was eftablijhed in the government by his peace with Antiochus Eupator three years 
after be firft took it upon him. 
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N the taking of Jerufalem Herod was put in thorough pof- An 37 
feilion of the kingdom of Judaa : * But the greater part Herod 
of the Jews, as long as Antigonw was alive, partly out of 
the affe&ion they had for the old royal family of the AJmo- 
tiaans, and partly out of their hatred to Herod, could not 
be induced by any means to own him for their King, which 
conduced much to the haftening on the death of that captive Prince. As 
Herod was forced to make his way to the throne of this kingdom through 
a great deal of blood, b fo he found it neceffary to eftabliih himfelf in it by 




8 Jofephus antiq. lib. if. cap. I. 
Vol. II. 



<» Jofephus ibid. De bello Judaico lib. I. pap. 13. 
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the fame means, putting daily to death fuch of the oppofite faclion as he 
moft feared; c among whom were all the counfellors of the great Sanhe- 
drim^ except ToUio and Sameas. Thefe two d had during the whole liege 
declared for the receiving of Herod to be King, and the rendering of the 
city to him, telling the people, that their fins being grown to fo very great 
an height as they then were, they had nothing elfe to expecf but that God 
would' deliver them into the hands of t;his man for the punilhmeht of them, 
and that therefore it was in vain for them to refill him. But the reft of 
the Sanhedrim running violently the other way, e cried up the temple of the 
Lord; the temple of the Lord! as if for the i^ke thereof God would cer- 
tainly protect that 'city ; and on this conceit they did all they could to ex- 
cite ahd encourage the people to a fierce ancl obftinate refiftance ; and 
hereto it was owing that the fiege held on fo long. And therefore Herod, 
when he had gotten them into his power , put them all to death for it. 
To this he is alfo faid to have been provoked by another reafon , that is, 
for their having called him before them upon a trial for his life for the 
death of Hezekiah the robber, when he was governor of Galilee under 
Hyrcanus, of which mention hjath been above made. But if that influ- 
enced him in this matter, he would not have fpared Sameas, who was of 
all the moft violent againft him in that caufe. Thefe two men are by the 
Jewifh writers called Hillel and Shammai, and their names f are of the 
greateft note among them of all their mifhnical dpftors, that is, of all thoie 
who taught their ' traditions from the time of Simon the jttjt to the com- 
piling of the Mijbna by R. Judah Hakkadojh, and they make the fixth link 
in their cabbaliftical chain from the faid Simon : For f he (they faid) de- 
livered their traditions to (i.) Aufigonus of Socho, Antigonw of Socho deli- 
vered them (2..) to Jofcs Ben Joezer, and J q/eph Ben Jochanan; thefe to 
(3.) Jojhua Ben Ferachia and Nathan the Ar be lite ; thefe (4.) to Simeon 
Ben Shctach and Jehuab Ben Tabbai ; thefe to (5:.) Shemaiah and Abtalion; 
and thefe to (6.) Hillel and Shammai. Of thefe pairs the firft in each of 
them was h Nafi, that is prefident of the great Sanhedrim, and the other 
h Ab Beth Din, that is vice-prefident of ,the fame ; and, both of them were, 
while in thefe Offices, the chief teachers in their fchools of divinity. * The 
Jewijh writers afcribe to Shemaiah arid. Abtalion only fix years, but to their 
immediate predeceflbrs ! a full hundred and one over, which gives that link 
in the chain of their traditional fucceffion a fixetch beyond credibility. 
Shemaiah and Abtalion k are faid to have been both profelytes, and fons of 
the fame father, by whpm they derived their defcent .from Semiacherib, 
King ofAffyria, but they had- for their mother a woman of Ifrael, other- 
wife 'they could not have been members of ^ the great Sanh^edxxrr^or-have 
held any place of judicature in the jewijb nation. . 'M^^t:t^.time put- 
ting to death all the members of the£reat Sanbedrh^'^ 



c Jofephus antiq. lib. 14. cap. 17. & lib. 15-. cap. 1. d Jofephus ibid. : 

' e Jbfqphus aotiq. .lib. 14. cap. 28. , -. . fjuchafin, Shglihjdeth, -Haccatijaja, Zemach -David. 

g Pirke Aboth cap. 1 Maiui > idts m p uauov <d ScUt 'w.im. & in prafatione ad^ Yad 
Chazekah, Abarbanel, aliique e > ibr.i 1 N <s . tcV- tyhifi [ prince, and'Ab Be^h 

TM l f«i&tr;oftbi bufc 'of j*gike»f. y^-'^The Jewifit^w^w'ftZtT^t^'^W-jfwjW^ - **- 
ier*'d on their offices in the year of tbt world according i.ojbe hviPk.eomp^^ap^^, ysf£jk&Jibf1i 
maiah and Abtalion did not fucieed them till the year 3722, between which intervened 101 years. 

k Zacutus in Juchaftn; •& David Gam -in Zemach David. - 1 Matmonides in tra&r San- 
hedrin. ... - '.,^.,r «. 
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Shammai, it is not to be doubted but that thefe two, Sbemaiah and Ab- 
talion, periflied in that {laughter, after whofe death Hill el was made pre- 
fident, and Shammai vice-prefident of the Sanhedrim that was afterwards 
formed. 

This Hillel, whom J 'ofef bus calls m "Pollio, was one of the eminenteft 
that ever was among the Jewijb doctors for birth, learning, rule, and po- 
sterity. For as to his birth "he was by his mother of the feed of David, 
being by her defcended from Shephatiah the fon of Abital David's wife : 
For his learning in the Jewifly law and traditions, the Jewijb writers by 
an unanimous fuffrage give him the firft place of eminency among all the 
ancient doftors of their nation. As for rule, he bore it in the higheft Na- 
tion of honour among his people for forty years together ; for fo long as 
prefident of the Sanhedrim he fat in the firft chair of juftice over the whole 
Jewijb nation, and difcharged himfelf therein with greater wifdom and 
juftice than any that had from the time of Simon the jujl pofTeftbd that place 
before him. And as for his pofterity, he was fo happy therein, that for fe- 
veral defcents they fucceeded him in the fame eminency of learning, and 
thereby gained alfo for feveral defcents to fucceed him in the fame fta- 
tion of honour: For thofe of his family were prefidents of the fanhedrim 
from father to fon to the tenth generation. For after him fucceeded Si- 
meon his fon, who is fuppofed to have been the fame who took Chrijl in 
his arms on his being firft prefented in the temple, 0 and then to have fung 
over him his nunc dimittas. After Simeon fucceeded Gamaliel his fon , 
who prefided in the Sanhedrim at the time when 'Peter and the Apoftles 
were called before that council (ABs v. 34-) and was the fame at whofe 
feet 'Paul was bred up in the feci and learning of the Pharifees (ABs xxii. 
3.) PHe is called in the Jewijb writings Gamaliel the old, becaufe of his 
long life ; for he lived down to the eighteenth year before the deftruclion 
of Jerufalem. After him fucceeded Simeon his fon , the fecond of that 
name in this line, who periflied in the deftruftion of 'Jerufalem. The next 
fucceflbr after him was Gamaliel his fon , the fecond of that name ; to 
him fucceeded Simeon his fon, the third of that name. After him was JR. 
Judah Hakkadojb his fon, who compofed the Mijbna, and on that account 
his name hath ever fince been had in great veneration among all of the 
Jewijb nation. His fon and fucceflbr in the fame office was Gamaliel the 
third of that name, and after him his fon Judah Gemaricm, and after him 
his fon Hillel the fecond, who was the compiler of the prefent kalendar 
of the Jewijb year. How long after him this office continued in that fa- 
mily is not faid. And no doubt it was with refpecl: to the family of David 
that Hillel had this honour fo long continued among his pofterity : But 
he was defcended from it only by his mother's fide, for by his father he 
was of the tribe of Benjamin, p He was born in Babylonia, and there lived 
till the 40 th year of his life ; at which age he came to Jerufalem, and there 
betook himfelf to the ftudy of the law, in which he grew fo eminent, that 



m Jofephns joins Pollio with Shammai, and makes him to be ShammaiV majler, and Hillel was fo 
according to the Rabbins ; and therefore nndottbtedly the Pollio of Jofephus and the Hillel of the Rab- 
bins -was the fame perfon. n Zacutus in Juchafin, Gedaliah in Shalfheleth Haccabbala, & 
David Ganz in Zemach David. Videas etiam Buxtorfii Lexicon Rabbinicum col. 617, & de ab- 
breviaturis p. 48, & j-8 ; Vorftii obfervationes ad Zemach David, and LightfootV harmony of the 
NewTeftament, parti, feci. S. °Lukeii. p Zacutus, Gedalia, & David Ganz ibid. 
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after 40 years more he became prefideht of the Sanhedrim, being then 80 
years old, and continued in that office for another 40 years after ; fo that 
according to this account he lived full an hundred and twenty years. The 
time he firft enter'd on his prefidentfliip was about an hundred years be- 
fore the deftrU&ion of JerufnletA. The Jewijk Writers make it a compleat 
hundred years : But thofe people are far from being exact in their chro- 
nological computations ; for the fake of a round number, or an imagina- 
ry myftery* they often in fueh matters Ihoot under or over the truth at 
their pleafure. He is faid on his firft entering on this office to have had 
for his vice-prefident one Manahem, a learned man of thofe times ; but he 
not long after deferring this ftation to enter into the fervice of Herod, 
Shammai was chofen in his place ; and what we have in Jojephus agreeth 
herewith : For he 1 makes mention of a Manahem, that was a perfon of 
eminent note in thofe times ; of whom he tells us, that being of the left 
of the Ejjenes he had the fpirit of prophecy ; and one time meeting with 
Herod among his fchool-fellows, when he was a boy, greeted him with 
this falutation, Hall King of the Jews ; and laying his hand gently on his 
fhoulder, foretold to him that he fliould be advanced to that honour. He- 
rod for many years had no regard to this prediction , it being a thing he 
had no expectation of. But afterwards, when he came to be King, re- 
membring the matter, he fent for Matiahem, and was very folicitous to know 
of him how long he fliould reign ; concluding, that he who foretold he 
fhould be King, could alfo foretel how long he Ihould be fo. Manahcm 
at firft not returning him a certain anfwer, Herod put it to him whetfieT he 
fliould reign ten years ; Manahem anfwered, yea ten, yea twenty, yea thir- 
ty ; with which Herod being contented asked no farther , but from this 
time had Manahem in great efteem ; and no doubt on this occalion drew 
him into his fervice, and thereon Shammai was appointed to be vice-prefi- 
dent in his room. 

This c Shamfnai had been for fome time the fcholar of Hi lie l 9 and came 
the neareft to him in eminency of learning of all the Tannaim or miftvnical 
doctors. But when he became his vice-prefident he did not always con- 
cur in opinion with him : For there were many points wherein they differed, 
which caufed the like contefts and difputes between their -folio wers as there 
are between the Thomifts and Scotijts among the fchoolmen : For in a great 
many things f the fchool of HUM went one way, and the fchool of Sham- 
mai another. This produced fiach divifions and quarrels between their 
fcholars, that at length it came to the eftufion of blood, and feveral were 
flain on both fides. But in the conclufion the fchool of HUM carried it 
againft the fchool of Shamfnai, a determination being given for the former 
they fay by a Bath Kol, that is by a voice pretended to come from heaven, 
and by this fiction all difturbances between them were appeafed. Hiilel 
was of a mild and peaceable temper, but Shammai on the contrary was of 
a very angry and fiery fpirit, and from hence proceeded moft of the oppo- 
fitions and dilputes that were between the fchools of thefe two great doctors, 



1 Jofephus aiuiq. lib. if. cap. 13. * Videas Zacuttim, Gedaliatti, Davidem <iaw & Bux- 
torfium ibidem, & Drufium de tribus feSis, lib. a. cap. 10. f Of this dh/ifion made among 

the pbarifaical Jews by the different fibouls vf Hiilel Mftd Shanffnai Jerom /peaks in bis <omment*y 
on Ifaiah viii. 14. and be tbtre tells us, that-tbtfe turn men fioutiped m J«dasa not long before Chrift 
was born. His words are, S*fnmai & HiHei noa maUb ptras quatn Domirtus *afoertstw orti ftrtit 
in J«d»a. 
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of which Shatnmai growing at length weary, was contented to have them 
all ended by the fiction I have mentioned. 

5 HILLEL bred up above a thoufand fcholars in the knowledge of the 
law, of which eighty were reckoned to be of greater eminency above the 
reft : For of them, fay the Jewifh writers, thirty were worthy on whom 
the divine glory mould reft, as it did upon Mofes ; and thirty for whom the 
fun mould ftand Hill, as it did for Jojbua ; and the twenty others were qf 
a middling frze. The eminenteft of them all was Jonathan Ben Vzziel, 
the author of the Chaldee paraphrafe upon the prophets ; with whom was 
contemporary Onkelos, who was author of the Chaldee paraphrafe upon the 
law. But whether he was a fcholar of Hillel's or no is not faid. There 
are other Chaldee paraphrafes befides thefe two ; but what, or how many 
they were, or for what ufe they ferved, not being as yet any where men- 
tioned in this work, it is proper I here give the reader an account of 
them. 

The Chaldee paraphrafes are tranflations of the fcriptures of the Old 
Teftament, made dire&ly from the Hebrew text into the language of the 
Chaldeans % which language was anciently ufed through zAAjfyria, Baby- 
lonia, Mefopotamia, Syria, and Talejiine; and is ftill the language of the 
Churches of the Nejlorian and Maronite Chriftians in thofe eaftern parts, 
in the fame manner as the Latin is the language of the popifti Churches 
here in the weft. And therefore thefe paraphrafes were called 1 Targnms, be- 
caufe they were verfions or tranflations of the Hebrew text into this lan- 
guage : For the word Targwn iignifieth in Chaldee an interpretation or ver- 
fion of one language into another, and may properly be faid of any fuch 
verllon or tranflation; but it is raoft commonly by the Jews appropriated 
to thefe Chaldee paraphrafes. For being among them what were moft emi- 
nently fuch, they therefore had this name by way of eminency efpecially 
given unto them. 

These Targums were made for the ufe and inftruftion of the vulgar 
Jews after their return from the Babylonijh captivity : For altho' many of 
the better fort ftill retained the knowledge of the Hebrew language during 
that captivity, and taught it their children ; and the holy fcriptures that 
were delivered after that time, v excepting only fome parts of T)aniel and 
Ezra and one verfe in Jeremiah, were all written therein ; yet the com- 
mon people by having fo long converfed with the Babylonians learned their 
language, and forgot their own. It happen'd indeed otherwife to the 
children of I/rael and Egypt : For altho' they lived there above three 
times as long as the Babylonijh captivity lafted, yet they ftill preferved the 
Hebrew language among them, and brought it back entire with them into 
Canaan. The reafon of this was, in Egypt they all lived together in the 
land of Gojben ; but on their being carried captive by the Babylonians they 
were difperfed all over Chaldaa and Aflyria, and being there intermixed 
with the people of the land, had their main converfe with them, and there- 
fore were forced to learn their language, and this foon induced a difufe of 



s Zacutus, Gedalias, & David Gank ibid. 1 Buxtorfii lexicon Rabbinicum col. Z644. 

v The book of Danfel is written in Chaldee from. the 4* verfe of the fecond chapter to the end of the 
7 th chaffer, and the hook of Ezra, from the 8<h verfe of the 4th chapter to the 27th verfe of the 7* chap- 
ter. In the book of Jeremiah the il^ verfe of the. Io«* thapter is only written in that language, all the 
reft of it is in Hebrew. 

their 
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their own among them ; by which means it came to pafs, that after their 
return the common people , efpecially thofe of them who had been bred 
up in that captivity* underftood not the holy fcriptures in the Hebrew lan- 
. guage, nor their pofterity after therm- And therefore when Ezra read 
the law to the people, u he had feveral perfons {landing by him well skill'd 
in both the Chaldee and Hebrew languages, who interpreted to the people 
in Chaldee what he firft read to them in Hebrew. And afterwards when 
the method was eftablifhed of dividing the law into 5-4 feclions, and of 
reading one of them every week in their fynagogues (according as hath 
been already defcribed) the fame courfe of reading to the people the He- 
brew text firft, and then interpreting it to them in Chaldee^ was ftill con- 
tinued. For when the reader had read one verfe in Hebrew, an inter- 
preter Handing by did render it in Chaldee, and then the next verfe being 
read in Hebrew, it was in like manner interpreted in the fame language as 
before, andfo on from verfe to verfe was every verfe alternatively read firft 
in Hebrew, and then interpreted in Chaldee to the end of the feetion; and 
this firft gave occafion for the making of Chaldee verfions for the help of 
thefe interpreters. And they thenceforth became ncceflary not only for 
their help in the publick fynagogues, but alfo for the help of the people 
at home in their families, that they might there have the fcriptures for their 
private reading in a language which they underftood. 

For firft as fynagogues multiplied among the Jews beyond the number 
of able interpreters, it became neceffary that fuch verfions fhould be made 
for the help of the lefs able. This was done at firft only for the law, bc- 
caufe at firft the law only was publickly read in their fynagogues till the 
perfecution of Antiochus Epphanes ; but after that time lelibns being read 
out of the prophets in thofe religious affemblies, as well as out of the law, 
the fame reafon rendered it neceffary that Chaldee verfions Ihould be made 
of thefe fcriptures alfo. And x' 11y , the ufe of the people (which was the 
other reafon for the compofing of thofe verfions) made this neceffary for 
all the fcripture, as well as for the law and the prophets. For all fcripture 
being given for our edification, all ought for this end to have them in a 
language which they underftood. For when God gave his law unto IJracl, 
w he enjoined, that they fhould have his commandments, ftatutes and judg- 
ments always in their hearts, that they fhould meditate on them day and 
night, teach them their children, and talk of them, when they did fit in 
their houfes, and when they walked by the way, and when they lay down, 
and when they rofe up ; and that all might be the better enabled to per- 
form all this, it was ftrictly enjoined' by a conftitution of the elders from 
ancient times, "that every man fhould have by him at his home a copy of 
the holy fcriptures fairly written out either by his own, or if he could not 
write himfelf, by fome other hand, for his inftruclion herein.- But how 
could this be done, if they had thofe fcriptures only in a language, which 
they did not underftand ? It was neceffary therefore, that as they had the 
Hebrew text for the fake of the original, fo alfo that they fhould have the 
Chaldee verfion for the fake of helping them to underftand it. Indeed the 
letter of the law which commands what I have here mentioned extends 
no farther than to the five books of Mofes ; for no more of the holy fcri- 



" Nehemi'ah viii. 4 3. w Deuteron. vi. 6 9. & ch. xi. 18, 19, 20. 
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ptures were then written, when that law was given ,- and alio the eonfti- 
tution above-mentioned, which was fuperadded :by the elders, is by posi- 
tive words limited thereto. But the reafon of the thing reacheth the 
whole word of God : For fince all of it is given for our inftruction, we 
are all equally obliged to know each part of it, as well as the other. And 
therefore this caufed, that at length the whole fcriptures were thus tran- 
flated from the Hebrew into the Chaldean language for the fake of thole 
who could not otherwife underftand them : For to lock up from the 
people in an unknown language that word of God, which was given to 
lead them to everlafting life, was a thing that was not thought agreeable 
either with reafon or piety in thofe times, 

This work having been attempted by divers perfons at different times, 
and by fome of them with different views (forfome of them were written 
as verlions for the publick ufe of the fynagogues, and others as paraphrafes 
and commentaries for the private inftruction of the people) hence it hath 
come to pafs, that there were anciently many of thefe Targums, and of 
different forts, in the fame manner as there anciently were many different 
verfions of the fame holy fcriptures into the Greek language, made with 
like different views ; of which we have i'ufficient proof in the Ocfapla of 
Origeu. No doubt anciently there were many more of thefe Targums, 
than we now know of, which have been loll in the length of time. Whe- 
ther there were any of them of the lame compofure on the whole fcri- 
ptures is not any where faid. Thofe that are now remaining were com- 
pofed by different perfons, and on different parts of fcripturc, fome on 
one part, and others on other parts, and are in all of thefe eight forts fol- 
lowing. 1. That of Onkelos, on the five books of Mo/is. 2. That of Jo- 
nathan Ben Uzziel on the prophets, that is, on Jojhua, Judges, the two 
books of Samuel, the two books of Kings, Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and 
the twelve minor prophets. 3. That on the law which is afcribed to Jo- 
nathan Ben Uzziel. 4. The Jerufalem Targum on the law. 5. The Tar- 
gum on the five leffer books called the Megilloth, i. e. Ruth, Efther, Ec- 
clvfiajles, the Song of Solomon, and the Lamentations of Jeremiah. 6. The 
fecond Targum on Efther. 7. The Targum * of Jofeph the one-eyed on 
the book of Job, the Tfalms, and the "Proverbs : And 8. The Targum on 
the firft and fecond book of Chronicles. On Ezra, Nehemiah and Da- 
niel, there is no Targum at all : The reafon given by fome for this is, be- 
caufe a great part of thofe books is written in the Chaldee language, and 
therefore there is no need of a Chaldee paraphrafe upon them. This in- 
deed is true for Daniel and Ezra, but not for Nehemiah ; for that book 
is all originally written in the Hebrew language. No doubt anciently there 
were Chaldee paraphrafes on all the Hebrew parts of thofe books, though 
now loft. It was long fuppofed that there were no Targums on the two 
books of Chronicles, becaufe none fuch were known, till * they were late- 
ly publifhed by Beckius at Augfburg in Germany, that on the firft book, 
Anno Domini 1680, and that on the fecond Anno 1683." 



y Hi is commonly caSed Jofephus Gsecus, or Jofephus the blind. This is not to be undcrfttod as if 
he mere blind of both eyes, for then he could not have done this vjork. "The ^uSrd in HetffeW, by -which 
he is fa denominated, Jignifieth Lucum, one that is blind of one eye, as tueS'as Caecum, : 6Ht 'that is blind 
<f both eyes. * Leufden. in Philologo Hebrsso-mixto diiTertationequmta §. f. 

As 
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As the Targum of Onkelos is the firft in order of place, as being on the 
Pentateuch, which is the firft part of the holy fcriptures ; fo I think it is 
not to be doubted, but that it is the firft alfo in order of time, and the 
ancienteft that was written of all that are now extant. The "Jewijh wri- 
ters, though they allow him to have been for fome time of his life con- 
temporary with Jonathan Ben Uzziel the author of the fecond Targum 
above-mentioned, yet make him much the younger of the two. For thev 
tell us that Jonathan was one of the prime fcholars of Hillel, who died 
about the time when our Saviour was born ; but that Onkelos furvived Ga- 
maliel the elder, Paul's mafter (who was the grandfon of Hillel, and died 
not till eighteen years before the deftrucKon of JerufalemJ for they re- 
late, that Onkelos aflifted at the funeral of this Gamaliel^ and provided for 
it feventy pound of frankincenfe at his own charge. But there are feve- 
ral reafons which prevail with me to think Onkelos the aneienter of the 
two ; the chief and principaleft of them is the ftyle, in which his Targum 
is written. That part of Daniel and Ezra, which is in Chaldee, is the 
trueft ftandard, whereby to try the purity of the Chaldee language. For 
this language, as well as all others, being in a conftant flux, and in every 
age deviating from what it was in the former, it follows from hence, that 
the farther any Chaldee writing doth in its ftyle differ from that ancient 
ftandard, the later certainly it is ; and the nearer it comes to it, we may 
as certainly conclude, the aneienter it is. But no Chaldee writing now ex- 
tant coming nearer to the ftyle of what is written in that language by Da- 
niel and Ezra, than the Targum of Onkelos, this to me proves that Targum 
of all others to be the moft ancient. And I can fee no other reafon, why 
Jonathan Ben Uzziel, when he undertook to compofe his Targum, fhould 
pafs over the law, and begin with the prophets,- but that he found Onkelos 
had done this work before him, and with that fuccefs in the performance, 
which he could not exceed. This Targum of Onkelos is rather a verlion, 
than a paraphrafe. For it Venders the Hebrew text word for word, and 
for the moft part accurately and exacfly, and it is by much the beft of all 
this fort. And therefore it hath always been had in efteem among the 
Jews much above all the other Targums, and being fet to the fame mu- 
fical notes with the Hebrew text, it is thereby made capable of being read 
in the fame tone with it in their publick aflemblies. And that it was ac- 
cordingly there read alternatively with the text in the manner as is above 
defcribed. b Elias Levita tells us, who of all the Jews, that have handled 
this argument, hath written the moft accurately and fully of it. For he 
faith, " That the Jews holding themfelves obliged every week in their 
" fynagogues to read twice that Parajhah or fecfion of the law, which was 
" the leflbn of the week (that is in the Hebrew original firft, and then in 
« the Chaldee interpretation after it) made ufe of the Targum of Onkelos 
" for this purpofe ; and that this was their ufage even down to his time 
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« which was c about the firft part of the fixteenth century.) And that for 
" this reafon* though till the art of printing was invented there were of 
** the other Targutns fcarce above one or two of a fort to be found in a 
« whole countrey ; yet then the Targum of Onkelos was every where 
«* among them". Some fay this Onkelos was a profely te, and hold him to 
have been the fame with Akilas, another profelyte, who is quoted in 
d Berijhith Rabba to have written a Targum ; and others, that he was the 
fame with Aquila of Tontzis, who compofed one of the Greek verhons of 
the holy fcripture* which was in Origeus Ottapla, as if the Akilas men- 
tioned in Berijhith Rabba, and Aquila of Tontns, were two diftinft per- 
fons. For the fetting of all this at lights it is to be obferved, i. That 
the Akilas, whofe Targum is quoted in Bercjlritb Rabba, and elfewhcre 
from it by the Rabbins, can be none other than Aquila of e Pontus. For* 
the name- is the fame, 'AkuAus in Greek, and Akilas in Hebrew, the time 
in which they are faid to live, is alfo the fame, that is about the year of 
Chrift one hundred and thirty; and both are faid to be profelytes; and 
thefe three characters joined together fufficiently prove them to be both 
the fame perfon. That this Akilas could not be Onkelos ; for not on- 
ly the names are different, and the times in which they lived different, 
but alfo the Targums, which they are faid to have written. For Onkelos 
wrote on the law, but the Targum of Akilas, which is quoted in Beri- 
jhith Rabba, is on the prophets, and the hagiographa. 3. That the Tar- 
gum of Akilas quoted by the author of Berijhith Rabba, and other Rab- 
bins from him, is not a Chaldee Targum, but the Greek verfion or Targum 
made by Aquila of Tontns. For although the word Targum be retrain- 
ed by its moft common ufe among the Jews to the Chaldee verfions of the 
Hebrew fcriptures, yet in its general fignification it takes in any tranflati- 
on from one language to another, whatfoever thofe languages may be ; and 
that therefore there was never any fuch Chaldee Targum, as is fuppofed to. 
be quoted by the author of Berijhith Rabba, or any fuch perfon as Akilas 
a profelyte diftincl from Aquila of Tontus to be the author of it ; but that 
the Targum fo quoted was the Greek Targum, or Greek verfion of the He- 
brew fcriptures made by the faid Aquila of Tontus, of which I have above 
given a full account. 4. That the reprefenting of Onkelos to have been a 
profelyte, feems to have proceeded from the error of taking him to have 
been the fame with Aquila of Tontus, who was indeed a Jewijh profe- 
lyte; for having from being an heathen embraced the chriftian religion, 
he apoftatized from it to the Jews. The excellency and accuracy of On- 
kelos's Targum fufficiently prove him to have been a native Jew. For with- 
out having been bred up from his birth in the Jewijh religion and learning, 
and long exercifed in all the rights and docfrines thereof, and being alfo 
thoroughly skilled in both the Hebrew and Chaldee languages, as far as a 
native Jew could be, he can fcarce be thought thoroughly adequate to 
that work, which he performed. 

The next Targum to that of Onkelos is the Targum of Jonathan Ben 
Vzziel on the prophets, which is next it alfo in the purity of its ftyle, 
but is not like it in the manner of its compofure. For whereas the Tar- 
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gum of Onkelos is a ftrift verfibn , rendering the Hebrew text word for 
word, Jonathan takes on him the liherty of a paraphraft by enlargements 
and additions to the text : For therein are infer ted feveral ftories, and alfo 
feveral glofles of his own, which do not much commend the work ; and 
more of this is to be found in that part which is on the later prophets than 
in that which is on the former : For in that latter part he is more lax and 
paraphraltical, and lefs accurate and clear than in the other. The books 
of Jojhua, Judges, Samuel and Kings are called the former prophets, and 
the books of Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the twelve minor prophets the 
latter. The c Jews fpcak highly of this Jonathan : For they do not only 
give him the full place of eminency among all the difciples of Hillel, but 
equal him even to Mofes himfelf, and tell many miraculous things of him, 
which they fay happen'd while he was employed in this work : As, that 
nothing was permitted to give him any diflurbance herein : That if any 
bird happen'd to flee over him, or any fly to light upon his paper, while 
he was writing this Targum, they were immediately burnt up by fire from 
heaven without any hurt done either to his perfon or his paper. And they 
tell us alfo, that on his attempting to write a Targum upon the hagiogra- 
pha, after his having finillied that on the law, he was hinder'd by a voice 
from heaven, which forbad him to proceed in that work, giving this rea- 
fon for it, becaufe therein, (that is in the hagiographa) was contained the 
end of the Mejftah, which fome Chriftians laying hold of againft the Jews, 
by interpreting it of the death of Chriji predicted in the prophecies of 
'Daniel, ( which they place among the f hagiographa ) fome of the latter 
Jews have taken upon them to alter that paflage, for fear this fabulous 
ftory fhould hurt their caufe. Many other fables the Jewijh writers tell 
us of this Jonathan and his Targum, which I think not proper to trouble 
the reader with. 

The third Targum in the order above mentioned is that on the law, 
which is afcribed to Jonathan Ben Dzziel. But that it is none of his is 
fufficiently proved by the flyle, which is wholly different from that where- 
in is written the true Targum of Jonathan (that upon the prophets, which all 
allow to have been his) as will thoroughly appear to all fuch as lhall thoroughly 
compare them together: And befides its enlargements in. the paraphraftical 
way by gloffes, fables, prolix explications, and other additions, are much 
beyond what we find praftifed by Jonathan in that Targum which is tru- 
ly his. But that which thoroughly cuts the throat of this pretence is, that 
there are feveral things mentioned in this Targum, which had no being, 
or at leaft no name , till after Jonathans time. For therein is mention 
made s of the fix orders or books of the Mijhna-, but they could have no 
being till the Mijhna was made by R. Judah near two hundred years after 
Jonathan's time ; and therein we alfo find mention made h of Confiantim- 
ple and ' Lombardy, whereas there was no fuch city as Conftantinople, nor any 
countrey called by the name of Lombardy till feveral hundred years after 
the time wherein Jonathan flourifhed. Who was the true author of this 
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Targum, or when it was compofed, is utterly unknown. It feems long to 
have lain in obfcurity among the Jews themfelves. For Elias Levita, 
who wrote molt fully of the Chaldee paraphrafes, knew nothing of this pa- 
raphrafe, for he fays nothing of it, though he tells us of all the reft ; nei- 
ther was it taken notice of till firft publilhed in print at Venice about an 
hundred and fifty years fince ; and the name of Jonathan * it's probable, 
was for no other reafon then put to it, but to give it the more credit, and 
the better recommend it by that fpecious title to the buyer. Moft of thole 
prophecies which are in the Pentateuch concerning the Meffiah, being in 
this T trgnm interpreted in the chriftian way, fome Chriftians for this rea- 
fon would maintain it to be the genuine work of the author, vvhofe name 
it bears; and to make this out aftert it to be as ancient as that author, and 
that therefore it might according to its title be truly his,- and their argu- 
ment for it is, that it is quoted by St. Paul, and that therefore it mult 
be compofed before his time; and the age before his time was that in 
which Jonathan Ben Uzziel lived. For whereas St. Tan I in his fecond 
epiftle to Timothy m. 8. makes mention of J amies and Jambres as the names 
of thofe Egyptian magicians, who withftood Mofes'm the preience of Pha- 
raoh (Exodus vii. %.) they would have it believed, that St. "Paul had thofe 
names from this Targum on the law, which is afcribed to Jonathan ,- and 
that therefore it was compofed before St. Paul wrote that epiftle to Timo- 
thy. It's true the names of Jatines and Jambres are twice made mention 
of in this Targum (Exodus i. 15-. and vii. 2..) but it doth not follow that 
St. fWhad them from this Targum, and that therefore the author of this 
Targum was ancienter than St. Paul, anymore than it doth that he had 
them from Pliny or Numenius, and that therefore thefe two heathen phi- 
lofophers wei'e, contrary to all the faith of hiftory, ancienter than this 
Apoftle : For both thefe authors make mention of thofe Egyptian magi- 
cians in the time of Mofes with this only variation, that inftead of J amies 
and Jambres, Pliny writes their names Jamnes and Jotapes. The true an- 
fwer hereto is, that as the facred penmen of the New Tejlament make men- 
tion of feveral things which they had only from the current tradition of 
the times in which they lived, fo this of Jatines and Jambres was of that 
fort. Thefe names either by oral tradition, or rather by fome written re- 
cords of hiftory being preferved among the Jews, St. Paul from thence had 
them. And an account of thefe perfons having been by the faid names 
propagated by the Jews to the heathens, among whom they were difperfedi 
it came this way to the knowledge of Pliny and Numenius, the firft of 
Which lived in the firft century of Chrifi, and the other in the beginning 
of the third. They that would know what were the traditions of the 
Jews concerning thefe two magicians, may confult Buxtorfs rabbini- 
cal lexicon, p. 945", 946, and 947, for there they will find a full account 
of all that is faid of them in the Talmud, and other rabbinical writings* 
which being long and wholly fabulous, I avoid here troubling the reader 
With it. 

The fourth Targum is on the law, written by an unknown hand: 
For no one pretends to tell us who the author of it was, or when it 
was compofed. It is called the Jerujalem Targum, and feems to have 
that name for the fame reafon for which the Jerujalem Talmud is fo cal- 
led, that is, becaufe it is written in the Jerufalem dialecf. : For there were 
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k three different dialects of the Chdld/tan or Ajfyrian language. The firft was 
that which was fpoken at Babylon the metropolis of the Ajfyrian empire ; an 
example of this in its greateft purity we have in 2><sw»'<?/ and Ezra, and 
the ftyle of the Babylonijh Oemara may be reckoned its higheft corruption. 
The fecond dialect of this language was the Commagenian or Antiochian, 
which was fpoken in Commagene, Antiocb, and the reft of Syria ; and in 
this dialect were written the verfions of the holy fcrptures, and the litur- 
gies which were in ufe among the Syrian and Ajfyrian Chriftians, and are 
ftill ufed by them, efpecially by the Maronites, a people inhabiting mount 
Libanus, where the Syriac ftill lives among them as a vulgar language. 
The third dialect was the Jerufalem dialect, that which was fpoken by the 
Jews after their return from Babylon. The Babylonian and Jerufalem dia- 
lects were written in the fame character, but the Antiochian in a different, 
that which we call the Syriac. And for the fake of this different chara- 
cter is that dialect reckoned a different language, which we call the Sy- 
riac ; 1 whereas in truth the Syriac and the Chaldee are one and the fame 
language, in different characters, and differing a little only in dialecf. As 
all thefe three dialects were made by fo many feveral degeneracies from 
the old Ajfyrian language, which was anciently fpoken in Nineveh and Ba- 
bylon, fo they all with time degenerated from what they at firft were. The 
pureft ftyle which we have of the Jerufalem dialect is in the Targums firlt 
of Onkelos on the law, and next of Jonathan on the prophets : For in them 
the Chaldee is without any mixture of words from any other language, fav- 
ing from the Hebrew only. This mixture of Hebrew words with the Chal- 
dee was that only which firft made the Jerufalem dialect to differ from the 
Babylonian. For though the Jews on their return from Babylon brought 
back with them the Chaldee language, and made it their vulgar tongue, 
yet the Hebrew was ftill the language of the Church, and the language of 
all thofe that were bred up in learning for its fervice ; and therefore many 
of its words crept into the Chaldee, which was vulgarly fpoken by them, 
and this mixture conftituted the Jerufalem dialect of the Chaldee tongue ; 
and as long as it continued with this mixture only, it was the Jerufalem 
dialect in its beft purity. But in procefs of time the mixture of the Jews 
with other nations, efpecially after our Saviour's time, brought in the mix- 
ture of many exotic words from the Latin, Greek, Arabian, 'Perfian, and 
other languages, and thereby fo far corrupted their former fpeech, that it 
made almoft another language. And a view of this corrupt ftate of it we 
have in the Jerufalem Talmud, the Jerufalem Targum-, and in all the other 
T irgttms, excepting thofe of Onkelos on the law, and Jonathan on the pro- 
phets. For all thefe are written in this corrupt ftyle of the Jerufalem dia- 
lect, and thofe Targums are much more fo than the Jerufalem Talmud, 
which proves them all (except the two above excepted) to have been 
written after that Talmud. This Jerufalem Targum is not a continued pa- 
raphrafe, as all the reft are, but only upon fome parts here and there, as 
the author thought the text moft wanted an explication : For fometimes 
it is only upon one verfe, fometimes only upon a piece of verfe, and fome- 
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times uppn feveral verfes together, and fometimes it skips over whole 
chapters. In many places it writes word for word from the Targum faid 
to be Jonathans on the law, which made me DruJius think they were both 
the fame. There are feveral things in this Jerufalem Targum, which are 
in the fame words delivered in the New Teftament by ChriB and his Apo- 
ftles. As for example, Luke vi. 38. ChriB faith, with the fame meafure 
that ye mefe withal, it Jhall be meafured to you again. The fame is in 
this Targum, Gen. xxxviii. 16. In the Revelations xx. 6, 14. there is men- 
tion of the firB and fecond death, the fame diftinclion is in this Targum, 
<Deuteron. xxxiii. 6. In the Revelations v. 10. the Saints are faid to be made 
unto ottr God Kings and fPriefts ; the fame is faid in this Targum, Exodus 
xix. 6. In the Gofpel of St. Matthew vi. our Saviour teacheth us to fay, 
Our Father which art m heaven ; the fame expreffion is in this Targum, 
Deut. xxxii. 6. Hence fome would infer the antiquity of this Targum, as 
if it had been written before our Saviour's time, and that he and his Apo- 
ftles had thefe and like other expreffions from it : And others will have 
it, that the author of this Targum had them from the New Teftament. 
But neither of thefe feems likely ; not the firft, becaufe the ftyle of this 
Targum being more impure and corrupt than that of the Jerufalem Tal- 
mud, this proves it to have been compofed after that Talmud, which had 
no being till above three hundred years after Chrift : And not the fecond, be- 
caufe the Jews had that deteftation of all contained in the New Teftament, 
that we may be well affured they would borrow nothing from thence. 
The truth of the matter moft probably is, thefe were fayings and phra- 
feologies which had obtained among the Jews in our Saviour's time, and 
continued among them long after ; and hence our Saviour and his Apo- 
ftles, and afterward the author of this Targum had them, as from the fame 
fountain. 

The fifth Targum, which is that on the Megilloth; the fixtb, which is 
the fecond Targum on Efther and the feventh, which is that on Job, the 
Tfalms, and the Troverbs, are all written in the corrupted Chaldee of the 
Jerufalem dialect. Of the two former no author is named ; but the author 
of the third they fay was Jofeph the one-eyed , but who this Jofeph was, 
or when he lived, is not faid ; and fome of them n tell us the author of 
this Targum is as much unknown as of the other two. The fecond Tar. 
gum on Efther is twice as large as the firft, and feems to have been writ- 
ten the laft of all thofe T argums, by reafon of the barbarity of its ftyle. 
That of the Megilloth, (part of which is the firft Targum on Efther) makes 
mention of the 0 Mijhnah and the Talmud with the explication ; if thereby 
be meant the Babylonijh Talmud, as undoubtedly it is, this Targum muft 
have been written after that Talmud, that is, after the year of ChriB $00 : 
For this is the earlieft time which is afllgned for the compofure of the Ba- 
by loniflj Talmud. 

The eighth and laft of thefe Targums in the order I have above men- 
tioned them is that on the two books of the Chronicles, which is the laft 
that hath been publifhed: For it was not known of till the year 1680 s 
p when Beck'tus from an old manufcript firft publifhed at Augsberg in Ger- 
many that part of it which is on the firft book ; and three years after he 
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publifhed at the fame place the other part alfo, that which is on the fecond 
book. Till then all, that have written of the Chaldee paraphrafes, have 
given us to underftand, as if there had never been any Targum at all writ- 
ten upon thefe books. But only Walton i tells us, he had heard, that there 
was in the publick library in Cambridge a manufcript Targum on the Chro- 
nicles, but had no notice of it till his "Polyglot was finilhed, and therefore 
never examined it. I find there is 1 in that library among Erpenim's books 
bought by the Duke of Buckingham, and given to that univerfity, a ma- 
nufcript Hebrew bible in three volumes, which hath a Chaldee Targum on 
the Chronicles as far as the fixth verfe of the 2.2. d chapter of the firft book : 
But it is no continued Targum, for it contains no more than fome fhort 
glolfes added here and there in the margin. This manufcript was writ- 
ten in the year of Chriji 1347, as appears by a note at the end of it, but 
when or by whom the marginal Chaldee glofs therein was compofed is 
not faid. 

That the Targums of Onkelos on the law, and Jonathan on the prophets 
are as ancient as our Saviour's time, if not ancienter, is the general opini- 
on of both Jews and Chriftians ; f the Jewijh hillorians pofitively fay it : 
For they tell us that Jonathan was the moft eminent of all the fcholars of 
Hillel, 5 who died about the time that our Saviour was born, and that On- 
kelos was contemporary with Gamaliel the elder (the fame that was 
St. "Paul's mafter) as is above-mentioned. For altho' the Jewijh writers 
are very wretched hiftorians, and often give us grofs fables inftead of true 
narratives j yet whenever they do fo, there is either fomething internal in 
the matter related, or elfe external to it from other evidences, that con- 
vict them of the faulty ; but where there is nothing of this, the teftimony 
of the hiftorian is to Hand good in that, which he relates of the affairs of 
his own countrey or people. And therefore there being nothing concern- 
ing thefe two Targums, which can be alledged either from what is con- 
tained in them, or from any external evidence to contradict what the Jew- 
ijh hiftorians tell us of their antiquity, I reckon their teftimony is to ftand 
good concerning this matter : And this teftimony is ftrongly corrobora- 
ted by the ftyle, in which they are penned. For it being the pureft, and 
the beft of all, that is written in the Jerufalem dialect, -and without the 
mixture of thofe many exotic words, which the Jews of Jerufalem and 
Judaa afterwards took into it from the Greek, Latin, and other languages, 
this proves them to have been written before thofe Jews had that common 
converfe with thofe nations, from whom thefe words were borrowed, and 
efpecially before Jerufalem and Jndaa were made a province of the Ro- 
man empire. For altho' the Jews of the difperfions had long before con- 
verfed with thofe nations, and learned their languages, yet this did not 
affect the Jews of Jerufalem and Judaa, but they ftill retained their vul- 
gar tongue in the fame dialect, in which it had been formed after their 
return from Babylon, till Tompey had fubjeft ed them to the Roman yoak ; 
but after that Greeks, Romans, and Italians, and other fubjects of the Ro- 
man empire, either as foldiers or civil officers, or on other occafions coming 
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inro that countrey, and there mixing themfelves among them, from that 
time they firft began to borrow from them thofe words which corrupted 
their language. And therefore fince thefe Targums of Onkelos and Jona- 
than are the cleared of this corruption of all that we have in the j'crnja- 
lem dialeci, this may alTuredly convince us that they were written before 
this corruption had obtained any prevalency among that people. And for 
this reafon I reckon them both to have been compofed before our Saviour's 
time, and the Targum of Onkelos to be the ancienter of the two, becaufe 
it is the purer, though the other comes very little behind it herein, which 
evidently mews it to have been written very foon after it. The Jews 
fpeak very magnificent tilings of Jonathan, but fay little of Onkelos, though 
they manifestly prefer the Targum of Onkelos before that of the other, as 
indeed it deferves they mould, it being by much the more exact of the 
two ; the reafon of this is, they all hold Jonathan to have been a natural 
Jew , but the general vogue among them being that Onkelos was a pro- 
felyte, and filter's fon to Titus who deftroyed J erufalem, for both thefe 
reafons, though both are grofs miftakes, they have teller regard to his 
memory than to that of the other, though they have the greater for his 
work. 

The only thing that can be alledged againft the antiquity of thefe two 
Targums, is, that neither Origen nor Epiphanitts, nor Jerom, nor any of 
the ancient fathers of the chriffian church make any mention of them. 
Thefe three which I have named were well skill'd in the Jewijh learning* 
and therefore it is thought they could not have avoided taking fome no- 
tice of them, had they been extant in their time, efpecially not Jerotn*, 
who lived in Judaa a great part of his life, and there converfed with the 
learnedeft Rabbies of that feet ; and was very inquifiiive after all that was 
to be learned from them for his better underftanchng of the Hebrew fcri- 
ptures, and yet in all his writings we find no mention of any Targum or 
Chaldee paraphrafe, nor doth he make ufe of any fuch in any of his com- 
mentaries, in which they would have been very ufeful unto him; and 
therefore from hence they conclude, that certainly they were not in being 
in his time. But this being a negative argument it proves nothing ; for 
there might be many reafons, which might hinder Jerom from knowing 
any thing of them, though in common ufe among the Jews of his time. 
For firft, though Jerom underftood Hebrew well, it was late e'er he ftu> 
died the Chaldee, and therefore it was with difficulty that he attained to 
arty knowledge in it, c of which he himfelf complains; and therefore might 
not be fufficiently skill'd to read thofe Targums> had he known any thing 
of them. But x d % it is moil probable, that he knew nothing of them. 
For the Jews were in thofe times very backward in communicating any 
of rheir books or their knowledge to the chriftians ; and therefore though 
Jerom "got fome of their Rabbies to help him in his ftudies about the He- 
brew fcriptures, yet he could not have them for this purpofe without 
bribing them to it with great fums. And what afliftance they gave him 
herein was contrary to the eftablilhed rules and orders then made and re- 
ceived among that people, and therefore when thefe Rabbies came to Je- 
rom to give him that afliftance in his Hebrew ftudies, which he hired 
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them for, they did it by ftealth, u coming to him only by night, as Nico^ 
demus did unto Chrift* for fear of offending the reft of their brethren. And 
this being at that time the humour of thofe people, we may hence con- 
elude, that thofe Rabbies ferved Jerom very poorly in the matter he hired 
them for, and communicated nothing farther to him than they faw needs 
they muft to earn his money. And 3 dly > as to the other fathers, none of 
them underftood the Cbaldee tongue ; and befides, there was in their time 
fuch an averfion and bitter enmity between the Chriftians and the Jews, 
as hindered all manner of converfe between them, fo that neither would 
willingly communicate any thing to each other ; and no wonder then that 
in thofe days thefe Targums were concealed from all Chriftians, as being 
doubly locked up from them, that is not only by the language in which they 
were written, but alfo by the malice and perverfenefs of the Jews, who 
had the keeping of them. But 4 thly , befides their malice and perverfenefs, 
they had alfo fome very good reafons to be cautious as to this matter. 
For there being many prophecies of the Old Tejlament concerning the 
Mejfiah explained in thefe Targums in the fame manner as we ChriiHans 
do, it behoved thofe of that fed not to communicate them to any Chrifti- 
ans, left thereby they mould give them an advantage for the turning of 
their own artillery againft them, and the cutting of the very throat of their 
caule with their own weapons. And for this reafon it happen'd, that it 
was much above a thoufand years after Chrijt, e'er Chrillians knew any 
thing of thofe Targums, and i'carce three centuries have paffed fince they 
have become common among us ; and therefore it is not to be wondered 
at, that the ancientett fathers of the chriftian Church knew nothing of them, 
And all this put together I think may be lumcient to convince any one, 
that thefe Targums may be as ancient as is faid, though neither Jerom nor 
any of the ancient Fathers of the chriftian Church fay any thing of them 3 
and that their filence herein can be no argument to the contrary. 

A s to all the other Targums befides thefe two, of Onkelos on the law 
and Jonathan on the prophets, they are all moft certainly of a much later 
date. This is above fhewn of fome of them from the matters therein 
contained, but the ftyle hi which they are written prove it of all of them. 
For it being in every one of them more barbarous and impure, and much 
more corrupted with exotic words and grammatical irregularites* than that 
of the Jerufalem Talmud, this fhews them to have been written after the 
eompofure of that Talmud, that is after the beginning of the fourth cen- 
tury after Chrijt. It is alfo to be obferved of thefe later Targums, that they 
abound much with talmudic fables ; if thefe were taken out of the Baby- 
lonijh Talmud, this will bring down their date much lower, and prove 
them to have been written after that Talmud alfo, as well as after the other, 
that is after the beginning of the fixth century after Chrijt. This hath been 
already proved of the Targum on the MegiUoth, which is one of them that 
I now treat of in this paragraph, and poflibly it may be true of fome of 
the reft alfo. By reafon of the barbarity of the ftyle in which thefe later 
Targums are written, and the great mixture of exotic words, with which 
they abound, they are badly underftood among the Jews even by the moft 
learned of their Rabbies, and therefore are not much regarded by them, 
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But of late Cohen de Lara a Jew of Hamburgh and the moft learned of 
that fed!:, which the laft century hath produced, hath publifhed a Lexicon 
for their help, in which he expounds all the Chaldee, Syrian Arabic, 
Terjian, Turkijh, Greek, Latin, Italian, Spanijh> Tortuguefe, Gallic ; 
German, Saxon, T>utcb and Englifh words, which any where occur in 
their talmudic and rabbinical writings. This, book was a work of 40 years 
labour and ftudy, and firft publifhed at Hamburgh Anno Dom. 1668. where 
the author fome years after died. 

The Targums of Onkelos and Jonathan are in fo great efteem among 
the Jews, that they hold them to be of the fame authority with the ori- 
ginal facred text, and for the fupport of this opinion they feign them to 
have come from mount Sinai in the fame manner, as they fay their oral 
Jaw did, and tell us the fame ftory of their original, that is, that God did 
there deliver them to Mofes, and that they from him were delivered down 
in a like chain of traditional defcent from one generation to another; through 
the. hands of the prophets and other holy men, till at length they were 
this way received w by Onkelos and Jonathan, and that all that they did 
was only to put them into writing. This fliews the high opinion and 
efteem which they have of them ; but the true reafon of it, and of their 
equalling them with the text, was that they were every Sabbath day read 
in their fynagogues in the fame manner as the original facred word it felf, 
of which they were verfions. It hath been above already mewn, that after 
the Chaldee became the vulgar tongue of the Jews, the weekly leflbns out 
of the law and the prophets in their fynagogues having been firft read in 
Hebrew were by an interpreter ftanding by the reader rendered into Chaldee. 
This continued for fome time; but afterwards when Targums were made, 
the interpretation was read out of them without any more employing in- 
terpreters for this purpofe ; that is, the readers did firft read a verfe out 
of the facred Hebrew text, and then the fame again out of the Chaldee 
Targnm, and fo went on from verfe to verfe till they had read out the 
whole leflbn ; and the Targums of Onkelos on the law, and Jonathan on 
the prophets having obtained an approbation beyond all the other Targums 
on thefe fcriptures, they at length were alone ufed in this fervice. And 
this ufe of them was retained in their fynagogues evendown folate times, 
and in places where the Chaldee was among the people as much an unknown 
language as the Hebrew. For Elias Levita, who lived about two hundred 
years fince "tells us, that they were thus ufed in his time in Germany, and 
elfewhere ; that is, that they were read in their fynagogues after the He- 
brew text in the fame manner as I have defcribed ; and agreeable to this 
purpofe, though only for private ufe, they had fome of their Bibles written 
out in Hebrew and Chaldee together, that is each verfe firft in Hebrew, 
and then the fame verfe, next in Chaldee, and thus from verfe to verfe in 
the fame manner through the whole volume. In thefe Bibles the Targum 
of Onkelos was the Chaldee verfion for the law, and that of Jonathan for 
the prophets, and for the hagiographa the other Targums, that were writ- 
ten on them. One of thefe Bibles thus written r Buxtorjf tells us he had 
feen at Strasburgh, and z Walton acquaints us, that he had the perufal of 
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two others of the fame fort, one ih . the puhjiek library, of the Church of 
Wepntkfte?, is& the other in the private. ttudy of Mr. Thomas Gataker. 

Whsthbr the Targums otOnkelos and Jonathan were receipt*! for 
this ufe fo early, as in our Saviour's time, Tcahnot fay; but this feems 
certain, if not thefe particular Targums, yet fome others then were in hands 
for the inflrU&ion of the people, and were read among them in private as 
well as in publick for this purpofd; and that they had fuch not only on 
the law and the prophets, but alfo on all the other Hebrew fcriptures: 
For as I have faid before it was never a ufage among the Jews to lock 
up the. holy fcriptures, or any part of them, from the people in a language 
unknown to them. For when difperfed among the Greeks they had them 
in Greek, and where the Chaldee was the vulgar language, they had them 
in Chaldee. And when a Chriji was called out to read the fecond lelibn in 
the fynagogue of Nazareth, of which he was a member, he feems to have 
read it out of a Targtim ; for the words then read by him out oflfaiah lxi. i. 
as recited by St. Luke iv. 18. do not exaclly agree either with the Hebrew 
original, or with the feptuagint verfion in that place, and therefore it 
feems rrioft likely, that they were read out of fome ChaldeeTargum, which 
was made ufe of in that fynagogue. And when he cried out upon the 
crofs in the Words of the Pfalmift, Tfilm xxii. i. Elt Eh lama Sabach- 
than 't, i. e. my God, my God, why hafi thou for fakert me, Matth. xxvii. 46. 
he quoted them not out of the Hebrew text, but out of the Chaldee para- 
phrafe ; for in the Hebrew text it is Eli Elt lamah Azabtani, and the 
word Sabacthaui is no. where to be found, but in the Chaldee tongue. 

Those Tar gums are the ancienteft books the Jews have next the He- 
brew fcriptures. This is certain of the Targums of Onkelos on the law, 
and of Jonathan on the prophets ; and although the others are of a later 
date, yet they were for the moft part tranferibed and cbmpofed out of 
other ancient glofles and Targums, which were in ufe long before. Such 
I have fliewn they had foon after the time of Ezra; but thefe being writ- 
ten in the pure Jerufalem dialect of the Chaldee language mult in thofe 
times, in which the language of the Jerufalem Talmud, and of the later 
Targums was fpoken, be as much an unknown language to the people, as 
formerly the Hebrew was to them on their return from the Babylomjh cap- 
tivity. And therefore they feem to have been compofed in this corrupt- 
ed ityle. of that dialect of purpofe for their help ; and from hence it is 
that I take them to be ho other than as Targums of the old Targums, that 
is the , old Targums which wexe in ufe before the time of Onkclos and Jo- 
^/W, tranflated and written over a 8 aln from the purer Jerufalem dialect 
(which Was in the time of the. compofure of thofc later Targums no longer 
underftood by the people) into that which they then did underftand, 
that is that corrupt language of tire Jerufalem Chaldee dialed, in which 
they were compofed; And that therefore thefe old Targnms with the ad- 
dition of fome rabbinical fables, and rabbinical fooleries, which are inter- 
Jperfed in them, are the whole of their contexture, and that all of them, 
that is, all the later Targums (I mean all excepting Qnkelos on the law, 
and Jonathan on the prophets) weare compofed within the compafs of one 
and the fame age: The uniformity of their ftyle plainly proves this, and 
the~corruptnefs of it proves that it was after the compolure of the Jemfa- 
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lew Talmud, as hath been already ihewn,; but in what age it was after that 
compofure is uncertain. It feems raoft probable to me that it was in that 
b in which the Babylonijh Talmud was compiled, and that forae of them 
were written a little before, andfome of them a little after the publication 
of it.: .For that Talmud making mention of fome of them, proves thefe to 
have been written before it; and fome of them making mention of that 
Talmud, prove thefe to have been written after it. 

They are all of them of great ufe for the better underftanding not on- 
ly of the Old TeftameJit on which they are written, but alfo of the New. 
As to the Old Tejlament, they vindicate the genuinenefs of the prefent He- 
brew^ text, by proving it the fame that was in ufe when thefe Targums 
were made, contrary to the opinion of thofe who think the Jews corrupted 
it after our Saviour's time. They help to explain many words and phrafes 
in the Hebrew original, for the meaning whereof we mould otherwiie have 
been at a lofs ; and they hand down to us many of the ancient cuftoms and 
ufages of the Jews, which much help to the illuftrating of thofe fcriptures 
on; which they are written. And fome of thefe, with the phrafeologies, 
idioms, and peculiar forms of fpeech which we find in them, do in many 
inftances help as much for the illuftrating and better underftanding of the 
New' Tejlament as of the Old. For the Jerufalem Chaldee dialecl, in which 
they are; written, being the fame which was the vulgar language of the 
Jews in our Saviour's time, many of its idioms, phrafeologies, and forms 
of fpeech which from hence came into the writings of the New Tejlament, 
are found in thefe Targums, and from thence are beft to be illuftrated and 
explained. The Targums of Onkelos and Jonathan muft certainly be allow- 
ed to be ufeful for this purpofe, ,as being written juft before the time of 
our Saviour ; and although the others were much later, and written in a 
corrupted ftyle much differing from that of the other, yet the fame idioms, 
phrafes, and forms of fpeech ftill remaining, theyferve for this ufe as well 
as the other , efpecially where tranfcrjbed from other ancienter Targums, 
as I fuppofe they moftly were. V; 

Thtey alfo very much ferve the cbriftian caufe againft the Jews, by 
interpreting many of the prophecies of the Meffiah in the Old Tejlament 
in the fame manner as the Chriftians do. I ihall here inftance in fome 
of them. 

GEN. Hi. 15-. God faith unto the ferpent, It (that is the feed of the wo- 
man) Jball bruife thy head, and thou Jhalt bruife his heel. Chriftians inter- 
pret this of the MeJJiah and his kingdom j and the JeruJalemTargum and 
that called Jonathans oh the law do the fame. ^ 

(xEN. xlix. 10. Jacob prophefieth that the fcepter Jhottld not depart from 
Judith, nor a lawgiver from between, his feet, until Shiloh .Jhould come. 
Chriftians- underftand this of the Mejfiah, and. from thence prove, againft 
the Jews, that the Meffiah muft, according to this prophecy of him, have 
been long.fmce come ; becaufe long fince, that is for many ages pall, there 
hath been no regal power in Judah, no Prince of that nation ruling with 
the fcepter over them ; nor any from between their feet, that is any born 
t of that people, to make laws or adminifter juftice among them, becaufe for 
many ages paft the whole Jewljb policy hath utterly ceafed from among 
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them, afld thdy have no where, fince the time of Jefm Chriff, the true 
Meffiah, been governed by their own Princes, or their own laws ; but 
every whete* By ffrangers, and the fcfws of Arrangers, among whom they 
hirv'e lived 1 . The Jews to evade the force of this manifeft argument againll 
them ob]dft, Ml, that the word Shebet in the Hebrew text, which we in- 
terpret a ftepter, rhe inlrrumeiit of rule, fignificth alfo a rod, which is ths 
inllrumcnt of challifcmcnf, ahd ; therefore fay, that though this Ihould be 
u'nderftood of the Meffiah, the meaning would 1 be no more than that their 
chaffifentent, that is the banrihmcnt which they now fuffer in their difper- 
fions among ftVange nations mould not ceafe (as they all reckon it will not) 
tilt fhefr Meffiah Matt eonie to deliver them from it. But in the fccond 
jJWce th'ey object, tfnat they do tiot allow that the Meffiah is meant by the 
word 1 Shildh in this prophecy. But in both' thefe particulars the Chaldee 
par.fplti'afcs' a'f c agalfofft them : For the words of Onkelos in this text are, 
There jliatl not be taken away from Jiidah one harvhtg the principality, nor 
the Scrib'e froM the joHs of his children,, till the Meffiah Jhall come. And 
theyehi/Z/cMTdrgiiteciipbrdphriite, and that called Jonathan % agree with 
Kirn In S'oth thefe particulars : For they both interpret Shebet of the princi- 
pality, arid Shitoh of the Meffiah, and therefore all tbree of them help the 
ChrHriatt cau'fe in' this matter. 

Art) M. xxlv. i y. Pah of the prophecy of Balaam there recited is, There 
jhall Come d ft&r 6UI of Jacob, and a fcepter Jhall rife out <?/ Ifrael, e and 
fhdU bear rtlte over All the children of Seth. We Cfififtlans interpret this 
Of the Meffiah, arid fa dotti Onkelos iri his Targntn oh that place : For his 
words are, A king jhall rife out of the houfe e/'Jacob, and the Mefliah 
jhall be anointed tut of the hoilfe of Ifrael, who jhall rule over all the font 
of fncn. And the Tar glim called Jonathan's interprets this of the Meffiah 
iti the fanHe mariner alto as that 6f Onketbs doth ; and it is here to be ob- 
served th'd't the targumllts tightly render this phrafe, all the children of Seth, 
by the p'hrafc , all the fnSis of inert : F'6r all the children of Seth fince 
the flood are the fame with all the children of Adam, and thefe are all 
men. And this mews, that according to this prophecy the kingdom of 
the Meffiah was not to be a peculiar kingdom foT rhe Jews, but univerfal 
for all mankind. And agreeable hereto Maimonides interprets this whole 
text. His words are as followeth: A ficptcr Jhall rife out of Ifrael; this 
is the King Me/flati : And Jhall fmhe the cdrncrs of Moab ; this is David, 
as it is written (x Sam. Viii. 1.) and he fhtotc Moab, &c. And he Jhall bear 
rule over the children tf/'Seth; this is the King Mefliah of -vuhomt it is 
written (Pfalm lxxii. 8.) He jhall hd-Ve dominion from fea to fea, and from 
the river lb the ends of the earth. In trucJ. Meldkin, cap. n. §1. 

ISAIAH ik. 6, 7. The w6rds of the prophet are, Vnto Us a child is 
born, unto tfs a Jon is given, and the government jhall be upon his fhoulder, 
and his name Jhall be called Wonderful, Counfellor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlafiihg Pdther, the "Prince of peace ; of the iHcrenfe of his government 
there jhall be no end, upon the tbrdne tf/^DaVid, dnd upon hii kingdom to 
order it, and to ejlablt% it with judgment, and -with jujiice from hence- 
forth even for ever. Chfiftians all bold that is fpoken of the Meffiah, 
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and Jonathan in the Tar-gum which is truly his, doth on that place fay the 
feme. 

ISAIAH xi. This whole chapter we Christians underftand to be of the 
MeJJiah, and the peaceablenefs and happinefs of his kingdom. Jonathan 
doth the fame in his Targnm thereon, and in it doth twice make exprelfion 
hereof, that is on the hi lt verfc, and on the fixth. 

ISAIAH lii, and liii. What is contained in thefe two chapters from 
the feventh verfc of the firlt of thein, to the end of the other, is all a con- 
tinued 1 prophecy or' the MeJJiah. So St. John in his Gofpcl xii. 38. and 
St. 'Pan/ to the Romans x. 16. do teach us, and lb all Chrillians hold* 
having fo- great authority for it : But the defeription there given of a 
fnffering MeJJiah not agreeing with the notion which the Jews have of 
him, who expert a AleJJiah reigning and triumphing in temporal pomp 
and power, feveral of them reject this interpretation, and wrelt the whole 
prophecy to other meanings; fame of them underltanding it of Jofiah, 
fome of Jeremiah, and others of the whole people of Ijrael. But the 
Targmn of Jonathan interprets it of the MeffiaJy, as the Chriftians do, and 
twice within the compafs of the prophecy (i. e. ch. lii. 13. and ch. liii. 10.) 
applies it to him. And Jonathan having compofed this Targnm before 
ChriJTs time, the ferving of neither party can be fuppofed then to have 
influenced him to have written otherwife than appeared to him to be the plain 
truth of the matter; and that this prophecy can be underftood of none 
other than the Mejfiah is manifeil from the whole tenour of it : And it is 
as manifeil that it was all compleated in Chris! our Lord. And therefore 
others among the Jews having right ly judged that the wreftings above men- 
tioned are not fufricient to baffle the true meaning of this prophecy, have 
for the evading hereof invented another device ; that is, that there arc to 
be two Mejfiahs, and both yet to come, a one of which they fay is to be 
of the tribe of Ephraim, (and they therefore call him d Mejjiab the fon of 
Ephraim, and fometimes Meffiah the fon of JofephJ and the other of the 
tribe of Jttdab, and the lineage of "David; and they therefore call him 
Mvjfiah * the fon of Da-vid. The firlt of thefe (who they e fay will be the 
forerunner of the other) they make to be a fuftcring MeJJiah, and tell us 
of him, that he is to fight againlt Gog, and having overcome him, fhall 
afterwards be flain by Armilius, whom they hold to be tlie greateft ene- 
my that fhall ever appear againlt the Church of God in this world. And 
of this MeJJiah the fon of Ephraim they interpret all that is foretold in the 
Old Tejiament of the fufferings of Christ our Lord, efpccially what is fore- 
told of him in this prophecy of IJaiah, and in that of Zechariah xii. 10. 
in which lafl they interpret the words, 'whom they have pierced, of his be- 
ing to be pierced and run through by the fword of Armiilus, when he 
lhall be flain by him. The other Meffiah, that is Meffiah the fon of Da- 
vid, they make to be a conquering and reigning Meffiah, that fhall con- 
quer and kill ArmMus, and reltore the kingdom of Ijrael, and there reign 
hi the higheft glory and felicity ; and of him they interpret all that is faid 



A Ben in Hebrew fignifyitig the fame as fon in Englifh, in Hebrew they are called Meffiah Ben 
Ephraim, and Meffiah Ben David ; and becaufe Ephraim was the fun o; Jofepb, therefore they call 
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Jews fay of thefe two M«ffiahs is given by Dr. Pocock at the end of his commentary on MaJ*cbi. 
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in the fcriptures of the OldTeflament of the glory, power, and righteouf- 
ncfs of ChriSf % kingdom. But all that they thus tell us of their twofold 
Meffiah is a mere fidion, framed without as much as a pretence to any 
foundation in fcripture for it, a vile and moft pitiful fetGh invented only 
to evade what they cannot anfwer ; and their being forced to have recourfe 
to fuch a wretched fhift, is a plain giving up of the caufe they make ufe of 
it for. 

MIC AH v. x. The words of the prophet are, And thou Bethlehem 
Ephratah Jball be chief among the thoufands of Judah ; out of thee Jball come 
forth unto me he that is to.be ruler in Ifrael This f is the true tranflation 
of the Hebrew text, and this. all Chriftians understand of the Meffiah, and 
fo anciently did the chief Priefts and Scribes of the people of the Jews, 
g when coniulted by Herod. But fince that time, in opposition to the Go- 
fpel, Jewijh writers have endeavoured to give this text another meaning ; 
fome interpreting it of Hezekiah, fome of Zerubbabel, and fome other- 
wife : Hut Jonathan, who perchance was one among thofe Scribes, whom 
Herod consulted, gives the true meaning of it by interpreting it of the Mef- 
fiah in the fame manner as we Chriftians do : For his version of this text is, 
Out of thee jhall come forth before me the Mefliah who Jball exercife Jove- 
reign rule over Ifrael. 

'PSALM ii. This Tfalm we Chriftians interpret to be a prophecy of the 
Meffiah, and hold it to be all fulfilled in our Saviour, and the erection of 
his kingdom againft all opposition which it met with from the Jews, hea- 
thens, and the princes and rulers of the earth. And fo the holy Apoftles 
understood it of old, A£ts iv. zj, 2.6, %7. and chap. xiii. 33. Hebrews i. 5-. 
In opposition hereto the Jews apply it wholly and folely to T>avid him- 
felf, and will allow it no other meaning, either literal or typical but what 
is terminated in his perfon. But the Targum is on our fide, for it 
interprets this Tfalm h to be a prophecy of the Meffiah, as all Christi- 
ans do. 

T SALMxlv. This Tfalm alfo Chriftians interpret to be of the Mef- 
fiah, and . they have for it the authority of the holy penman of the epiftle 
to the Hebrews, chap. i. if. 8. In opposition hereto the Jews apply it whol- 
ly and folely to Solomon, and will allow it no other meaning either literal 
or typical but what is terminated in his perfon, and the marriage which he 
made with the daughter of. Tharaoh ; but the Targum is on our fide in this 
matter alfo, and i interprets it to be a prophecy of the Meffiah, as all Chri- 
stians do. 

. TSALM lxxii. This Tfalm alfo the. Jews interpret, pf. Solomon ; but 
Chriftians .understand it as a prophecy of the Meffiah ; and the Targum is 
on our fide herein; for k it applies it to the Meffiah in the fame manner 
as we do. Many other instances might be produced out of thefe Targums, 
wherein the prophecies of the Old Tejlament are illustrated and explained 
for the advantage of the christian caufe against all opppfers. But thefe are 

.sufficient to give the reader a tafte of all the reft,, and alfo to fhew how 
useful thefe Targums may be to a chriftian divine in all controversies about 
tiie Meffiah, especially againft the Jews: For thefe Targums being their 
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own books, all arguments taken out of, Them, if any thing can convince 
that oibiHnate people, muit be of a very;;cbnvincing force againft them* 
efpecially when they are .out of the 7 Targnms of iQnktiss on the law, and 
Jonathan on the prophets j for thefe.they hold tto be; of the fame author^ 
ty with the facredword it felf. Richard Simon the Frenchbutn !is againft 
Chriftians making any ufe at all of thofe Targums in their controverfie*- 
with the Jews% for he thinks, that our urging of any arguments againlt 
ihemout of thofe books may feem to authorize them, which will, faith 
he, be much to the difadvantage of chriftianity* becaufe thofe books be- 
ing written with the fole view of eftablilhing the Jewi/h ceremonies and 
religion, they will operate much ftronger to the fupport of the Jewifb 
caufe than the christian. But I can fee no reafon in all this t, for certain- 
ly we may make ufe of the Targums of Onkelos and Jonathan, for the 
proving of the ancient and true interpretations of the prophecies of the 
Mejfiah explained in them, and of the other Targums alfo for the fame 
purpbfe, without our incurring thereby that ill confequence which that 
Frenchman would guard againft ; our ufing them for this purpofe no more 
authorizing all elfe contained in them, than our ufmg the prophecies of the 
<Pentateuch againft the fame Jews can be faid to authorize their prefent 
rites and ceremonies contained in that book, now they are wholly abolifli- 
ed by the gofpel. Befides, When we make ufe of any quotations our of 
thofe Targums in our controverfies with the Jews, they are chiefly ufed as 
argument a ad homines: And; thus we may ufe arguments out of the -Al^ 
coran againft the Mahometans, and out of the Talmud againft the Jews, 
without giving in the leaft any authority or approbation thereby to either 
of them. 

With much better reafon the fame Frenchman m difapproves of the 
ufe of the Targums for the proof of the Acy& or word in that fenfe in 
which we find it' exprelfed in the firit chapter of the gofpel of St. John. 
For through all thofe Targums in a great, number of places, where menti- 
on is made of God in the original Hebrew, it being rendered the word of 
God in the Chaldee interpretation, hence the Chaldee Memra, Which in 
that phrafe fignifieth the word, hath been thought To correfpond with the 
Greek A£y<&> in. that gofpel, and both exactly to denote the lame thing. 
And therefore feveral learned men have endeavoured to explain the one 
by the other, and from hence to prove the divinity of our Saviour. Bat 
others, as well as Monfieur Simon, n being fenfible that this phrafe in the 
Chaldee being an Idiom of that language, which may be otherwife explain- 
ed, they are againlt pre/ling any argument from it for this point, beeaufiS 
it is capable of an anfwer to which we cannot well reply. 

These Targums are publiftied to the belt advantage in thefecond edi- 
tion of the great Hebrew bible fet forth at Bajil by Buxtorf the father, 
Anno 162.0. For that learned man hath therein taken great pains not owly 
to rectify the Chafdee text, but alfo to reform the vowel pointiogs in if. 
At frrft thefe Targums were written, as all other oriental books!, without 
vowel points* but at length fome Jews attempted to add points to- them? 
but this being done very erroneoufly, Buxtorf undertook to mend it ac- 
cording to fuch rules as he had formed from the pufrctation which he 
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found in thofe parts of the books <6f Daniel and Ezra which are writ- 
ten in thei <Qha /^language. But 'fome : think that the Ghaldee which is 
contained in thofe two books p is - too little from thence to frame rules in 
this mattertfdr the .whole language, Pand that therefore it had been better 
if Buxtorf hsA let. this matter alone, and printed thofe books without any 
points at ali;> but left us wholly to be directed by the four letters Alepb, 
He, Vau, Tod, (which they call Matres Lefiionis) for the reading of thofe 
books: But that great and learned man knew better what was fit to be. 
done, than any that mall take upon them to cenfUre his performances. 
The world is more beholden to him for his learned and judicious labours, 
than to any other that lived in his time, and his name ought ever to be 
preferved with honour in acknowledgment of it. But to return again to 
our hiftory. 

37- SOSIVS, whom Antony had left governor of Syria, on his going to 
Herod i-fafa finding that Ventidim had loft his favour by meriting too much 
from him in the Tarthian war, .1 for the avoiding of the like envy, as foon 
as the war with the Jews was over, induftrioufly avoided doing any thing 
more, and lay by in quiet all the reft of the year. But he having done 
too much already by taking Jerufalem, reducing Jndaa, and placing He- 
rod in full poffeflion of that countrey, and being otherwife a man of merit* 
Antony could no more bear him, than he had Ventidius ; and therefore as 
foon as he returned into Syria, r he removed him from that government 
and put Tlaticus governor of AJia into his place, and fent C. Farnim to 
govern Afia in his ftead. And thus it frequently happens to other under- 
governors and minifters either of ftate or war, they being as often undone 
by meriting too much from the princes they ferve, as by dementing from 
them. 

ORODES King of ' Tarthia being in fome meafure recovered from 
that difturbance of mind, which his great grief for the death of Vacorus 
his beloved fonhad caft him into, Tell into as great perplexity, whom of 
his other fons he mould name his fuccelfor inftead of him whom he had 
loft. He had thirty of them born to him of the feveral Wives he had mar- 
ried ; all thefe women prefled hard upon the old King, each folliciting for 
a foil of their own. At length to put an end to this matter he determined 
it by the feniority, and appointed Thraates the eldeft of them, who was 
alfo the wickedeft and worft of the whole number, to be King in his ftead, 
s who as foon as he was poifefled of the regal power made the wickednefs 
of his difpofition fully appear in it. The firft thing which he did, was to 
put to death thofe of his brothers, which were born to his father of a 
daughter of Antiochus Eufebes King of Syria, for which he had no other 
reafon but that they were by their mother of a more noble defcent, and 
otherwife of greater merit than himfelf; and finding that his father was 
much offended at it, he put him to death alfo. ' At firft he attempted it 
only by giving him hemlock ; but that inftead of killing him, became a 
medicine to cure him of the dropfy, which he then laboured with ; for it 

o AB. that is written in Chaldee in both thefe two books make no more than 267 -verfes, of which 200 arc 
in Daniel, and 67 in Ezra,, and thefe, -with one nerfc in Jeremiah, is all that of the Chaldee language is 
to be found in the original text of the holy fcrifturcs. P Richard Simon in his critical hiflory. 
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working off in a violent purgation, it carried off the difeafe with it. And 
therefore to make fure work of it, the parricide caufed him to be ftifled 
to death in his bed, and after that 11 he put to death all his other bro- 
thers, and raged with that cruelty towards the nobility, as well as all others, 
that he made himfelf the odium of all his people; whereon "fearing left 
they mould depofe him and place a fon of his, then grown up to man's 
ftatc, upon the throne inftead of him, he put him to death to prevent it. 
Hereon x great numbers of the nobility of Parthia dreading his cruelty fled 
the countrey to avoid it, levcral of which took refuge in Syria under the 
protection of Antony, among whom Mouafes was the moil eminent t 
who growing much into the confidence of Antony, thereby became the 
chief promoter of that war with Parthia, which Antony the next year en- 
gaged in. 

HE ROT) on the death of Antigonus >' made Ananelm High-prieft in A>! - 3<v 
his ftead. He was an obfeure prieft reliding among the Jews of Babylo- Hcrod 3 
nia, and a defcendant of thofe who had fettled in that countrey after the 
Babylonijh captivity, but 2 -being of the pontifical family, and formerly well 
known to Herod, he fent for- him from Babylonia, and put him into this 
office ; and that which chiefly Recommended him to this choice was the 
pbfcurity and meannefs of the man, that being a perfon without credit 
pr intereft at Jerujalem, he might not there by virtue of this high ftation 
and dignity be in a capacity of interfering with the regal authority. 

I n the interim Hyrcanus continued a Prifoner at Seleucia in Babylonia^ 
till Thraates came to the crown. Amidft the cruelties which he exerched 
among his own people, he ihewed kindnefs and generofiry towards this 
captive Prince; for ' as foon as he was informed of his quality, he order- 
ed him to be releafed from his chains, and allowed him to live at full li- 
berty among the Jews of that countrey, who refpeehng him as their King* 
and their High-prieft, he feemed to have been as much a King among them* 
and to have as ample a kingdom, as when he reigned at Jerufalem. For 
the Jews who were then fettled in Babylonia, Ajfyria, and other countries 
beyond the Euphrates, which were then parts of the Parthian empires 
were as numerous as thofe in Judaa. And all thefe honoured him as their 
King, and fupplied him with a maintenance fuitable thereto ; fo that he 
lived there in 'full honour, eafe and plenty. But on hearing of Herod's be- 
ing advanced to be > King of Judaa, the love which he had for his coun- 
trey fo prevailed with him, that nothing could content him but to return 
again thither. Having been the preferver of Herod's life, when he was 
arraigned before the Sanhedrim for the death of Hezekias, and the founder 
of all his fortunes, he expected this man would have treated him as grati- 
tude obliged, and returned him all the kindnelfes he had received, and 
therefore was defirous of putting himfelf under his protection in Jerufa- 
lem,; and Herod wns as earner! to have him there as the other to defire 
it, but with quite another view. He feared fome turn might happen to 
bring Hyrcanus upon the throne, and therefore defu-ed to have him in his 
;power, that he might cut him off to prevent it, when he mould fee an 
occafion for it. And for this end not only invited Hyrcanus to him vvith 
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great earneftnefs and greater promifes ; but fent an embaffy to Phraates 
of purpofe to folicit his permifiion for him to come ; and he having fuc- 
eeeded in both thefe particulars* that is with Phraates to grant him his 
difmifflon, and with Hyrcanus to accept of it, the unfortunate old Prince, 
contrary to the advice of all his friends, left Babylonia and returned to 
Jerufalem, where Herod for fome time treated him with all feeming re- 
fpects ; till at length he found a pretence to put him to death, in the man- 
ner as will be hereafter related. 

hc P c VBLI c DS Canidius one of Antony's lieutenants having vanquiihed 
the Armenians, the Iberians, and the Albanians, and carried his victorious 
arms as far as mount Caucaftts, the name of Antony hereon became very fa- 
mous and terrible among all the nations of thofe parts ; with which he be- 
ing much elated was blown up thereby into a confidence of having the 
fame fuccefs againft the Parthians, and therefore c refolved forthwith to 
profecute that war againft them, which he had long defigned, and was 
at Rome earneftly expected from him, for the revenging of the caufe of 
Crajfus and thofe Romans that periihed with him at Carrha ; and he ac- 
cordingly fet himfelf on the making of all manner of preparations for it, 
li in which he made great ufe of Monafes, forming all his fchemes for the 
carrying of it on by his advice ; and to engage him to be the more fer- 
viceable to him herein a he allowed him the revenues of three cities for his 
maintenance, as Xerxes had Themijiocles, and promifed him alfo on his 
conquering the countrey to make him King of it. But while thefe pro- 
jects were a framing came ambafladors from Phraates to invite Monafes 
home. For the Parthians very ill refenting the banifiiment of this great 
man, and Phraates himfelf dreading the advantage, which the enemy might 
have againft him from the advice of fo wife and able a counfellor, and one 
fo well acquainted with the countrey to direct an invafion into it, this pro- 
duced a refolution of recalling him ; and fuch terms being offered him, as 
he thought fit to accept, he prepared for his return. Antojiy had great 
indignation hereat, and though he had him ftill in his power, yet thought 
it not for his intereft to put him to death, becaufe this would difcourage 
all others from revolting to him ; but to make the beft advantage of this 
incident for his own intereft, he on his difmiffing of Monafes fent am- 
bafladors with him to Phraates to treat of peace, hoping that by amufing 
him herewith he might divert him from making preparations for the war, 
and fo find him unprovided to make any refiftance on his invafion upon 
him. But he wholly failed of his aim in this matter ; for intending to have 
invaded the Parthians by the neareft cut over the Euphrates, on his coming 
to that river e he found all the paffes fo ftrongly guarded on the other fide, 
that he durft no where attempt the leading of his army that way ; where- 
on he marched off to the left, and pafied mount Taurus into Armenia, 
purpofing from thence to invade firft the Medians, and after that the 
Parthians ; and this he was induced to by the folicitations of Artabazes 
King of Armenia. For that Prince having made a breach with Artavafdes 
King of Media, for the revenging of his caufe upon him preffed Antony 
to come this way, and on his failing of the other over the Euphrates he 
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accepted of the invitation. And had Artabazes acfed faithfully with him 9 
the expedition in all likelihood would have had all the fuccefs which was 
propofed. But'inftead of conducting him the dirccl way, which from 
Zeugma on the Euphrates (the place from whence he did firft fet out ori 
this northern march) to the river Araxis, that parted Media from Arme- 
nia^ was above five hundred miles, he led him over mountains and diffi- 
cult partes, and by ways fo far about, that he made his march to be of dou- 
ble the length before he arrived on the borders of Media, at the place in- 
tended for the beginning of the war; whereby not only the army was fa- 
tigued, but fo much of the year fpent, that it left him not time fufficient 
for the executing of what was deiigned. However s to make all the ex- 
pedition poflible, that fo he might be back again foon enough to fpend 
his winter with Cleopatra, he over-marched all his heavy carriage (among 
which were three hundred waggons loaded with battering rams, and other 
military engins for lieges) leaving Statiamts one of his lieutenants with a 
guard of ten thoufand men to bring them after him. With the reft of his 
army he haften'd forward by long marches till he arrived at Traafpd (other- 
wife called Thraata) the capitol of Media, h which was within the coun- 
trey at the diftance of three hundred miles from the river Araxis, where 
the firft borders of it began. 1 This city he immediately befieged, but it 
being a very ftrong place, and well fortified, he foon found the error he 
had committed in leaving his battering rams and his other military engins 
behind him ; for he could do nothing without them, and therefore when 
the Median and "Parthian army came up to him, finding him thus in vain 
fpending himfelf in this fiege, they flayed not to give him any difturbance 
for the raifing of it, but palling him by, marched forward to fall on Sta- 
tianus, who was coming up with the heavy carriages, and having furprized 
him in the way, cut him off and all his ten thouiand men with him (ex- 
cepting only fome few who had quarter given them in the end of the car- 
nage) and took all the engins of war, and all the reft of the baggage that was 
with them ; which was a lofs and difappointment that moftly contributed to 
the making the whole expedition mifcarry, next the ill meafures by which 
it was conducted. 

A s foon as Antojiy heard of the danger Statianus was in, k he made all 
the hafte he could to his affiftance, but came too late to give him any ; for 
on his arrival he found him and all his men dead on the field of battel, 
but no enemy appearing to oppofe him, he fuppofed them fled for fear of 
him; and this making him refume his courage he returned again to the 
fiege, but was there attended with the fame ill fuccefs as in all things elfe 
during this expedition : For the enemy lying near at hand continually ha- 
rafled him with frefh aflaults, taking all advantages for it, elpecially in 
his foragings. If he fent out few for this purpofe, they were ufually cut 
off in their return ; and if he lent many, the remainder were galled by the 
Tallies of the befiegers. He thought to have remedied all this by drawing the 
Tarthian army to a general battel, and twice he attained his aim herein, 
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but with little advantage to him ; for although in both conflicts he put the 
enemy to a thorough rout, yet the Parthians being all horfemen , they 
made their retreat with that fwiftnefs, and thereby fo well efcaped the da- 
mages ufually fuffered in fuch defeats, that in the laft of them* when An- 
tony thought his victory abfolute, and purfued it to the utmoft, he found 
that there were only eighty of the enemy flain, and thirty taken prifoners 
in the whole action. However he continued the fiege, till having eaten up 
all the countrey round, he was forced to depart for want of provifions; 
but his retreat being to be made through the enemy's countrey 1 for three 
hundred miles (for m at that dittance Phraata lay from the borders of Ar- 
menia) it was attended with great difficulties, and continual dangers. He 
n was much beholden to a guide, which he had of the Mardians (a people 
living near the confines of Media and Armenia ) who being well acquainted 
with the countrey, faithfully conducted him through it. The 'Parthian 
° army followed him as far as the river Araxis, where the territories of the 
Medians ended, and haraffed him all the way with aflaults, as often as they 
had an advantage for them, p Eighteen times they fell on him with all 
their forces, and although he as often repulfed them, yet it was every time 
with greater lofs to himfelf than to the enemy : For as foon as they per- 
ceived themfelves worfted they made quick retreats, as being all horfemen, 
fo as to fuftain no lofs in the purfuit. i i Three times he was in danger of 
being abfolutely undone by ambulhes laid in the way for him, which he 
could not have efcaped, but that he had notice given him of them from 
the enemy's quarters. Twice Monafes ferved him this way by a fpecial 
mefTenger fent to him for this purpofe, in return to the kindnefs he had 
received from him in his banifhment : And the other time he had his in- 
telligence from an old Roman foldier, who having been a captive among 
the Parthians ever fince the defeat of Graffiti, came to the Roman army 
to acquaint him of the danger. Although he made many errors in his con- 
duel: of the other parts of this war , there were none of them in this re- 
treat : For he managed it with all the art and fuccefs that it was capable 
of, and after a march of twenty feven days from the walls of Phraata, he 
brought his army back again into Armenia, tho' not without great lofs. For 
on his taking a review of his army after his repaying the Araxis, he found 
he brought back of his foot twenty thoufand, and of his horfe four thou- 
fand fewer than he firft carried over that river for this war, more of which 
perifhed by the hardlhips of the campaign than by the fword of the enemy. 
And although on his entering Armenia he was there out of the enemy's 
countrey, and had free paflage for his army without moleftation ; yet win- 
ter being now advanced, and Armenia all covered with fnow, by continu- 
ing his march thorough it during this hard feafon he loft feveral thoufands 
more of his men ; fo that on his return to Antioch, Florus T tells us he fcarce 
brought back a third part of the number he carried out : And yet he had 
the vanity on his return to boaft as if he had come back with victory, and 
afliimed the honours due thereto. He was not at any time indeed during 
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this expedition vanquilhed in battel, as Crajfus had been , but came back 
alive at the head of his army, and without that difgrace to the Roman arms 
which attended the abfolute defeat of that other general : But if their 
lories be compared together, this of Antony's will appear the more unfortu- 
nate expedition of the two. When Craffits was vanquifhed by the Parthians 
at Carrhx, 5 there were flain with him twenty thoufand, and ten thoufand 
taken prifoners ; but in this campaign of Antonys againft the fame peoples 
the number of thofe that were loft in it was much greater ; according to 
Florus's account it was about twice as much ; for he went out with c an 
hundred thoufand men, and if he brought back only a third part, then 
above fixty thoufand muft have perifhed of them in this deftructive under- 
taking. 

Had Artabazes, "who marched with Antony into Media with fixteen 
thoufand horfe, continued them in his fervice, that reinforcement would 
have enabled him to have purfued the Parthian horfe as often as they 
were repulfed, and to have taken thereby all the advantages of thefe defeats 
for the making of that campaign fully fortunate. But that faithlefs man, 
who had drawn Antony into this war, was the mil that deierted him in 
it : For w hearing of the ill fate of Statianus, and thofe that were cut oft" 
with him, he immediately withdrew into his own countrey, giving all 
for loft on the Romans fide, and thereby did all that in him lay to make 
it fo ; for which Antony at laft revenged himfelf upon him in his utter 
ruin. 

But the main caufe of all the misfortunes of this war, as well as of all 
others that befel this noble Roman after his obtaining the chief command 
of the eaft , was that wicked and lafcivious woman Cleopatra Queen of 
Egypt. On his laft return out of Italy into Syria he forthwith * fent for 
her thither againft the advice of all his friends. On her arrival * ihe in- 
fluenced him to many unjuft and wicked things for the gratifying of her 
avarice, and many of the nobility of Syria were on falfc pretences put to 
death through her means, for no other reafon but that flic might have then- 
forfeited eftates ; among whom one was Lyfanias the fon of '"Ptolemy Mennaus 
Prince of Cbalcis and Ituraa, z whom Ihe having caufed to be put to death 
on a falfe accufation of confederating with the Parthians, had thereon his 
dominions granted to her. The ftay which Ihe then made with him much 
retarded this Parthian expedition: For that he might the longer enjoy her 
converfation, 3 he fo long delayed his firft fetting out on it, and by reafon 
hereof came into Armenia fo late in the year, that he could not have time 
enough to do any great feats in this campaign had he been fully fortunate 
in it ; and although he fent her away again into Egypt before he marched 
forth with his army, yet he went to this war with his heart fo bewitched 
to her, that he precipitated every thing to make the more hafte to return 
to her again. And this precipitation was the caufe that made the under- 
taking fo miferably mifcarry as hath been above related. A great part of 
the fummer having been fpent e'er he came to the river Araxis, initead of 
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palling it fo late in the year, he ftiould have put his army there into quar- 
ters among the Armenians. After fo long and fatiguing a march as they 
made of it from Syria thither, they needed fuch a refrefhment; and win- 
ter being lb near, had he continued them Hill there in the fame quarters 
till the rigour of it had been over, and began the war early in the fpring 
following, in all likelihood he would have had better fuccefs in it, and 
would then have had time enough before him for the making of the belt 
advantage of it. This was the belt courfe he could then have taken, and 
he was accordingly advifed to it ; but the eager defire which he then had 
of being fpeedily back again with that wicked woman, would not permit 
him to hearken thereto, but hurried him on to enter into a war in a cold 
countrey, when the cold feafon was there beginning. And when the hea- 
vy carriages hinder'd him in his march from making that fpced with which 
he delircd for the fame reafon to difpatch every thing, he left them be- 
hind to be brought after him, which not only made the liege of Thraata 
mifcarry for want of the engins of battery which were with thofe carria- 
ges ; but alfo was the caufe of the lofs of all thofe carriages, and of Statia- 
■nm and his convoy, who were appointed to bring them to him, they be- 
ing all through this ill conduct cut off and deitroyed in the manner as above 
related. And when the unlucky beginning of the war with fo great a lofs 
had made every thing elfe mifcarry in it, and Antony was with great diffi- 
culty got back again into Armenia, and ought at leait then to have put the 
remainder of his army into winter quarters, it being the middle of winter, 
b for the fake of getting fpeedily back again into Syria for the gratifying of 
his luft with that woman, he obftinately continued his march over that moun- 
tainous countrey then covered all over with mow, which loft him c eight thou- 
fand of his men more, who perilhed in that march by reafon of the hardlhip 
of the feafon, which compleated the ruin of his army, and reduced them 
to that fmall number I have mentioned. 

While thefe things were a doing in the eaft, a great change happen' d 
in the well, Sextrts Tompcius being driven out of Sicily, and Lepidus de- 
pofed from the triumvirate. Octavianm and Lepidus A had jointly carried 
on the war againlt Sextus Tompeim, and they having had that fuccefs in it as 
utterly to fubdue him both by fea and land, and deprive him of all he had, 
excepting only feven fliips, with which he fled into Ajia ; Lepdas vainly 
arrogated the whole honour of the victory to himfelf, and would have feized 
all Sicily, as what he thought was due folely unto him as the juft reward 
of it. But OcJavianm having hereon drawn over all his army to defert 
to him, reduced him to a neceffity to beg his life, and be content to lead 
the remainder of it in a private and mean condition at Circeii a fmall ma- 
ritim town among the Latins, where he was lent into banilhment. That 
he attained to be one of the three fupream governors of the Roman empire 
was wholly owing to fortune, he being without any merit in himfelf of ei- 
ther wifdom, valour, or activity to entitle him thereto ; and therefore after 
he had thus fallen from what fortune had thus railed him unto, he had no- 
thing more left to recommend him to any farther regard , but ended his 
life in the place of his confinement in obfeurity and contempt. After this 
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Antony and Oflavianus held the whole Roman empire divided between 
them ; the former had all the eaft from the borders of Illyrium and the 
Adriatic Gidph, and the latter all the reft. And it is remarked that 
OElavianus was no more than eight and twenty years old when he attained 
to all this, and owed it all wholly to the wifdom of his own conduef ; and 
with the fame wifdom whereby he obtained this empire, he governed it 
ever after to the end of his life through a long and profperous reign. 

As foon as Antony had gotten back again into Syria from his late ex- 3f. 
pedition, e he retired to Lucecome, a caftle in 'Phoenicia lying between Si- Hnua 
don and Berytus, and there fent for Cleopatra to him, waiting for her 
coming with great impatience ; and for the relief of it wearing away the 
time in the interim with feafting, revelling, and drunkennefs till her arri- 
val, without being touched with any concern for the lolTes of his late un- 
fortunate expedition, or with any other paifion but that of his inordinate 
love for this lafcivious woman. On her coming to him {he brought with 
her great quantities of garments for the new cloathing of his fhatter'd ar- 
my. Thefe with a large donative in money were diftributed among the 
foldiers in Cleopatra s name. The cloaths only it's faid were from Cleopa- 
tra, but the money all from Antony ; but both were diftributed in her name, 
out of complaifance to her. As foon as this was done Antony returned in- 
to Egygt with her ; and there they fpent the remainder of the winter in 
all manner of luxury and voluptuoufnefs together. 

The f making of Ananelus High-prieft, and the putting by from that 
office Ariflobulm the fon of Alexander, to whom it belonged in right of 
fucceffion, caufed great difturbances in Herod's family : F or Alexandra, Ari- 
fiobultts's mother, could not bear the difappointment ; and Mariamne his 
lifter, Herod's beft beloved wife, was continually teaming and foliciting 
him about it. But he was moft embarraffed by the dangers and troubles 
which Alexandra created him : For flie wrote to Cleopatra about this mat- 
ter, and began alfo by the means of one T>eUim, a favourite of Antony's, 
to engage him in it ; fo that Herod found it necefTary for the fecuring of 
his fafety and quiet to gratify the two ladies in what he found them fo 
earneft for ; and therefore having depofed Ananelus, he made Ariftobulm, 
then a lad of feventeen years old, High-prieft in his ftead ; this farisfying 
the two ladies, and alfo pleafing the generality of the people, it reftored 
peace again to Herod's family, and prevented for the prefent all thofe dan- 
gers and difficulties from Antony which he was then threaten 'd with about 
this matter. 

But the adive genius of Alexandra would not permit this calm long to 
continue : For ftie was a woman of a great fpirit, as well as of a great un- 
derftanding, and knowing that her fon had as good a claim to the king- 
dom as he had to the high-priefthood , could not bear his being deprived 
of either : For by her he was grandfon to « Hyrcanus, and by Alexander 
his father he was grandfon to Ariftobulus, and therefore had the intereft 
and right of both thofe brothers centering in him ; by his defcent from the 
latter he had the high-priefthood (that going in the male line) but by his 
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defcent from both he claimed the crown, and Alexandra, having fucceed- 
ed in her gaining of the one h purfued the lame means for the obtaining 
of the other alfo, that is, by intreaguing with Cleopatra, that fo by her in- 
ferpofition flie might gain over Antony to her. But Herod fmclling out 
this correfpohdence, and guefling at the purport of it, confined her to the 
palace, and fet fpies upon her, who fo narrowly watched all her fteps, that 
none of them efcaped their obfervation ; whereon looking on her fclf as 
a prifoner, flie refented it with great indignation, and for the remedying 
of it formed a plot for her's and her fon's efcape into Egypt to Cleopatra, 
who on this occafioh had invited them thither : In order hereto a fliip 
was provided at the next lea-port town, and they were to be carried 
out in two coffins for their efcaping thither. Herod had an account of 
all this defign, and permitted it to go on till it was actually put in exe- 
cution, but then feixing them on the road brought them both back again. 
He durft not openly refent what was done for fear of Cleopatra, and 
therefore making a virtue of rieceflity he pretended out of clemency 
to pardon that in both Which he could not pUnim in either ; but from 
that time refolved to rid hi'mfelf of the young man as foon as he fliould 
have a convenient opportunity for it. He was right heir to the crown, 
which Herod by the favour of the Romans had ulurped from him, and 
being alfo a very beautiful yburtg man, the ufurper had reafon to fear , 
fliould he come into the prefence of Antony and Cleopatra* how far he 
might gain on perfons fo lafcivioufly affected for the carrying of the 
point which Alexandra propofed. And farther he obferved , that the 
young man grew much 'into the favour of the people ; and the grace- 
fulnefs of his perfori, sis well as their affeftion for the Afmonaan family, 
of which he was the fole male remainder, much recommended him here- 
to : 'Of which an ihftarice was foon given on a very publick occafion. 
For 'the feaftof tabernacles approaching, and Arijiobnlus then officiating 
in the office of High-prieft, he difcharged himfelf with fo good a grace, 
and the fplendor of the pontifical robes did fo much fet forth the beauty 
of his perfon, that by both thefe he captivated the affedion of the whole 
aflembly, and every man's mouth was full of his praifes. . This raifed the 
jealbufy of the tyrant to fo high a degree, that he had not patience any 
longer to bear him, but immediately after the feftival was over took care 
to have him drowned at Jericho. He went thither with Herod to take 
part of an entertainment there provided for them ; after dinner was over 
feveral of Herod's attendants bathing themfelves in a fifli-pond, Ariftobnlm 
was perfuaded to bath With them; but he was no fooner plunged into the 
water, but thofe that were there before him, according as directed by He- 
rod, ducked and dipped him fo long under water, till he was then drown- 
ed to death. This was' pretended to be done only by way of fport and 
play, without any intending of that which followed, and therefore endea- 
vours were made to have his death' to pafs for an Unfortunate accident, 
which happen'jd by chance without any defign; and none laboured more 
to have this believed than Herod hirnfelf ; ' for he afted the part of a great 
mourner for the deceafed, fliedding abundance of tears, and otherwife ex- 
pr effing" great grief for his death, -and expending great fums in a fplendid 
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faneral for him. But eveiy body faw through this hypocrify, and abhor- 
red him for it, and none more than Alexandra., who was ihcdnfolable fob 
this lofs, and could not have furvived it, but for the hopes of having ari> 
opportunity of being revenged on the tyrant for it. In order hereto fhe ; 
put all her wits to work, and being wellftored withfuch as were proper 
for the effecting of fuch a defign, fhe had near brought it to pafs for the 
utter ruin of the murderer, and all his fortunes, as will be by and by re- 
lated. 

But all this while Antony lay idle at Alexandria, fpending the whole 
year in dalliances with Cleopatra, and although fair opportunities were 
offered him' for the revenging of the Romancmtt upon the Tarthians, and 
utterly fubduing that nation, yet he neglefted them all for the enjoymenf 
of his luft with' this vile woman. For Antony was no fooner returned from 
his late expedition, but k the King of Media and King of Tarthia fell out 
about the pjrey, which they had taken from him on the defeat of. Statia>- 
nus, the latter depriving the other of his fhare in it ; whereon the Median 
ferit an embafly to Antony, offering to join with him againft the "Parthian, 
arid to affift him with all his forces. This offer Antony gladly accepted of, 
as wanting the Median horfe to enable him to cope with the Tarthians, 
whofe whole ftrength lay in their horfe. And at . the fame time he had an 
account, that the affairs of the Tarthians were in great diforders and di- 
ffractions by reafon of feveral commotions, fedkions, and rebellions then 
ill that countrey 1 , caufed by the tyranny and cruelty of their King. Both 
thefe junctures coming together offered Antorty a very advantagious op- 
portunity by a, new expedition againft the "Parthians, to make amends for 
the mifcarriage of the former ; and therefore refolying to lay hold of it 
he forthwith put himfelf upon his march into Syria, there to make prepa- 
rations for it. , ' But OStavia being come as far as Athens in her way to 
Antony, Cleopatra, feared, that in cafe they fhould meet, the wife might 
again' recover the affecfion of the husband, and fhe be thenceforth excluded 
frorh it; and therefore for the preventing hereof fhe put all her arts to 
work, feigned her felf after his departure to be fick in love of him, that 
his abfence had Caft her into a languilhing condition, of which fhe muft 
die unlefs he would return to her again; for fhe pretended fhe could not 
live with out him. This brought Antony back again to Alexandria, and 
the Median expedition being laid afide he . devoted this whole year to the 
gratifying his' adulterous love with this woman, and as foon as he was re- 
turned to her he fent his order to Offavia at Athens, that fhe fhould not 
proceed any farther ; which being refented by Ocfav'mnus became the firft 
caufe of that war between them, which ended in the ruin of both thefe 
lovers, for they both perifhed in it. 

This year did put an fend to the family and faftion of Tompey the 
Great. It hath been above related, that at his death he left two fons, 
Cneius arid Sextus, and that Cneius was flain in Spain after the battel of 
Munda. Sextus' the younger of them having efcaped from thence fup- 
ported himfelf for fome time in a piratical way at fea; but after the death 
of Ccefar, and the battel of Thilippi 'having gotten together out of the 
remains of his party fuch a naval force as made up 350 fail, he feized 
■Sieifyi Corjica, and Sardinia ; from whence being driven by O&avianus 
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and Lep*4w \jn the Winner as hath been related m h.e fled to Lesans y axul 
there liv<ed for fome time in quiet among the Mitylenians. B,ut heqrjrjti 
of the Ul; fujccefsof Antony]-*, expe r dition against the 'Part hearts he thought 
this a favourable opportunity for him again to raife himfelf, and therefore 
paiiiog over into tho con.tirj.ent of Lejjfer A/fa, he there got together 
a fma.ll arniy,. and with it made feycraji defperate puflaes for the reiloring 
of his fortunes, but failing in them all he was this year taken and put to 
death by Titius one of Antonys lieutenants. As foon as Antony had no- 
tice of his being taken, he wrote to Tituts to pu,t him to dca^i, but a. lit- 
tle after repeating of it he fent a fecond letter to have him faved alive. 
But the mellenger that carried the letters of mercy making hafte with them 
arrived before the other xneflenger, that had the letters of death ; and 
therefore Titius executing them not in the order of their date, but in the 
order as he received them, did put the unfortunate captive to death. After 
this the parties of Otfavianas and Antony divided the Roman empire, and 
thoCe of -Pwnfiey and Czfar were no more fpoketa of. Titius had former- 
ly been, an adherent of SextusTompcius, but having trcacheroufly revolted 
to Autony from him, he feared that if Sextps's life were fparec}, he might 
fome time or other be in a condition to be revenged on him for it, and 
therefore perverfely interpretiiag the laft order that came to hand to be the 
lail that was fent, pur. hirn to death by virtue of it ; which rendered him 
fo odious to the Roman people by reafon of the great regard and affection, 
which they had to the memory of Tompey and his family, that " they could 
not after this bear the fight of him in the pubUck theatre, but drove him 
out of it with their hides and carfes, even then when he was there exhi- 
biting to them games and mews at his own expence and charges. 
An. 54 . AL E XAN'DRA " having by letters acquainted Cleopatra, of the mur- 
1 icrod 4 . d er 0 f her fort, pofTelled her fo effectually with the whole villany of Herod 
in this matter, as fully engaged, her to do all that in her lay for the re- 
venging of her caufe; £6 that flae never left foliciting Antony about it, till 
at length flae prevailed with him to call Herod to an account for it. And 
therefore Ajitony going early this year into Syria (in which journey Cleo- 
patra acompanied him) he cited Herod there to appear-before him to an- 
fwer this accusation againft him. Rtat Herod on his arrival by fair words 
and large prefents fo mollified Antony, that nothing could be done againlt 
him, though Cleopatra failed not to purfue this caufe to the utmoft. But 
this not being fo much to gratify Alexandra^ as out of a greedy defire to 
have Herod's kingdom granted to her in cafe lae were call in this caufe, 
and put to death for it, as tae deferved, Antony fatisfied her avarice by 
giving her Caele-Syria inftead oijudaa, and hereon the dropp'd all the reft, 
and no farther profecution was made herein. 

HERO 'ID on his leaving Jndaia to go unto Antony p appointed Jofeph 
his uncle to have the adminirtration of the- government and the care of his 
family during his abfencc, and gave him particularly in charge, that in cafe 
Abitony flaould put him to death, he flaould, not permit Marianvie his belt 
beloved wife to furvive the firft news of it, but immediately cut her off. 
This he ordered, that no one might enjoy fo rare a beauty but himfelf, 
efpecially not Antony ; for he had been acquainted, that Antony had pro- 
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foiled a paflion for her upon the very fame of her beauty, and therefore 
concluded, that if the matter went hard with him, it would be for her 
fake, that after his death Antony might have the free enjoyment of her, and 
therefore ihould death be now his cafe, he ordered her death alio, that lie 
might thereby deprive Antony of the prey intended, and fo by this difap- 
pointment in her death as far as in him lay revenge on him his own. 

During Herod's abfence ^Jofiph frequently waited on Mariamne, 
fometimes upon buiinefs, and at other times to pay his refpects to her as 
Queen; in which vilits he would often take occahon to magnify and ex- 
tol the love of Herod to her, and at one time eipecially to make this out 
he told her, that flic was fo dear to him, that as he could not live with- 
out her, fo he was refolved, that death fhould nor part them, and fo blab- 
bed out the whole fecrct ; which exceedingly angering Mariamne and 
Alexandra, as well it might, the latter immediately put her bufy head to 
work how to prevent the milchicf intended. And foon after a flying re- 
port running through the city, that Herod was put to death by Antony., 
ihe forthwith contrived to flee for protection to a legion of the Romans, 
who then for thefafcguaid of the countrey under the command of one 
Jttiius lay encamped without the walls of Jera/alem. But while this was 
in agitation came letters from Herod, which dafh'd the whole plot ; for 
thcy brought an account, that he was not only alive and in f.tfety, but alio 
in great favour with Antony, and foon after he returned. On his arrival 
Salome his filter told him all that had been a doing in his abfence, and fill- 
ed his head with jealoufy as to Marianne, acculing her of having too great 
a familiarity with Jofeph, and thereby endeavoured to work the deducti- 
on of both, though Jofifb was both her uncle and her 'husband; but flic 
was content to facrificc him, lb me might obtain her revenge upon the 
other. For M«riamne being a lady of excellent beauty, and high born, 
as being defoended of the royal Hock of the Afrnonaan Kings, and on both 
thefe accounts of as high a fpirit, Ihc looked down upon S/ilowe as one of 
a low original in rcfpect of her, and had reproached her with ir, which 
the other not brooking refolved to be revenged on her for it, in order 
whereto Ihe never left laying plots for her ruin, till at length flic effected 
it ; and this was that, which was the reafon of her prefent accufation 
againft her. This at firft put Herod into a furious fit of jealoufy againft 
his wife ; for as his love to her was very great, fo his jealoufy was propor- 
tionable to it; but when the tirlt. heat of it was over, and he had in a 
cooler temper examined Mariamne about it, he foon found, that there was 
no reafon for this accufation againll her, and therefore earneftly begg'd 
her pardon for his too eafy credulity herein, and for the better obtaining 
of her reconciliation made great profeffion in paffionate embraces of molt 
ardent love and affection to her. Yes indeed, fays Ihe, it is a notable 
fign of your love to order the putting your innocent wife to death, in cafe 
you ihould dye your felf. At thefe words Hered flew out of her arms in 
the utmoft fury, and his jealoufy all returned again upon him in greater 
excefs than before; for he concluded that nothing but an adulterous con- 
vcrfation, could bring Jofeph to betray this fee ret to her, which he had 
with the utmoft caution committed to his truft, and in this tranfport of 
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his pailibn was juft on drawing of his dagger to have immediately ftuck 
her to the: heart ; but his love to her checking this firft ftart of his wrath 
againft her, he vented it all upon Jojeph and Alexandra. For the rirll of 
them he put to death without as much as allowing him an hearing to fpeak 
for himfelf, and the other he clapped into chains, and lock' d her fait up in 
prifon, as looking upon her to be the root and caufe of all the mifchief, 
that dilturb'd his family. 

C L EO'TAT RA following Antony into Syria 5 was there continually 
foliciting, him for new grants of provinces and countries to be made over 
to her, -(lie being as infatiable in her covetouinefs, as fhe was in her lull. 
She had ' already obtained from him all Cyrene, Cyprus, Ccele-Syria, Ituraa, 
and Phoenicia, with a great part of Cilicia and Crete, and 11 would fain have 
had alfo Judaa from Herod and Arabia from Malchus, and folicited hard 
for the putting of thefe two Kings to death, that Ihe might thereon have 
their kingdoms for a prey. But Antony would not comply with her in 
this laft propofal, however for the quieting of her he was forced to give 
her out of Malchus' s kingdom that part of it which bordered upon Egypt, 
and out of Herod's the territory of Jericho with the balfam gardens, which 
there grew. By thefe large grants he much offended the Roman people, 
efpecially lince they were made the price of that filthy converfatioh, which 
he carried on with this lewd woman. 

ANTO NT from Syria marching into Armenia, w Cleopatra accom- 
panied him as far as the Euphrates, from whence returning by the way of 
Apamea and Uamafcus, fhe came to Jerufalem, and was there very fplen- 
didly entertained by Herod. While Ihe was there, Ihe pretended to be in 
love with him, and would have drawn him into adls of lewdnefs with her. 
The impudence of this attempt created in him an abhorrence of the wo- 
man, which joined with the hatred he juftly had of her for the ill offices 
fhe had endeavoured to do him with Antony for the depriving him of his 
kingdom and his life, provoked him to a refolution now he had her in his 
power to put her to death, and it was only the fear of Antony's refent- 
ments (the danger of which his friends, whom he advifed with about it, 
laid fully before him) that deterred him from putting it -in execution. And 
therefore laying this afide, he went on to complement and entertain her 
with' all manner of reipe&s and fplendor, as long as flie ftaid with him, 
and on her departure waited on her in perfon as far as the borders of her 
kingdom. However fearing the malice of this wicked woman, as well as 
the tumultuous temper of the Jews, and their averfion to him, x he fortified 
Matfada the ftrongeft caftle in Judaa, and furnifhed it with arms for ten 
thoufand men, that there he might have a place of refuge for his fecurity 
againft all events. 

I n the mean time Antony in Armenia having by treachery drawn Arta- 
bazes King of that countrey into his power, made him his prifoner , and 
leized all his kingdom. He had deferted him in his late Median expedi- 
tion, as hath been above related ; this Antony greatly refented , and that 
juftly enough, it having been undertaken on the folicitation and for the fake 
of Artabazes .- And therefore he had ever fince entertained refolutions in 
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his mind of being revenged on him for it ; in order hereto y he had feveral 
times under pretence of friendlhip endeavoured to draw him within his 
power ; but Artabazes being fenfible how ill he had deferved from him, 
fufpe<5ted the worft, and therefore kept out of his way. But now finding 
it was '-brought to this pafs, that it could be no longer avoided but that he 
mull either -go to him, or enter into a difadvantagious war with him; and 
having all the fecurities for his fafe return that folemn promifes and facred 
oaths could give him, he ventured his perfon within his power ; z but he 
was no fooner entered into his camp, but he was clapp'd into chains, and 
contrary to all the obligations of faith and honefty made a prifoner. The 
Armenians refenting this with the indignation which it deferved , imme- 
diately ' put Artaxias the eldeft fon of the captivated King on his throne, 
and marched under him with all their forces to revenge the perfidy : But 
Antony having overthrown them in battel, and driven Artaxias to take 
flielter in Tarthia, molt of the countrey fubmitted to him, and the reft 
were reduced by force. But the perfidy of this act in thus feizing a con- 
federate King contrary to faith given was looked on at Rome as difhonou- 
rable to the Roman name , and it was on this account fo ill refented by 
the people, b that OSlavianns in his fpeeches both to them and the fenate 
made it one of the reafons for the war that afterwards broke out between 
them. 

After this c he contracted a marriage for Alexander one of his fons by 
Cleopatra with a daughter of the King of Media, and then leaving the grofs 
of his army in Armenia, he returned with the reft to Alexandria. On his 
arrival thither he entered the city in a triumphal chariot, caufing the prey 
which he had taken in Armenia, with King Artabaz.es, his wife and chil- 
dren, and other prifoners, to be carried before him in the fame manner 
as ufed to be done in the triumphs at Rome; only with this difference, that 
whereas at Rome the proceflion ended at the temple of Jupiter in the ca- 
pitol, here it ended at the perfon of Cleopatra; who being feated in pub- 
lick on a golden throne placed on a fcaffold overlaid with filver, and fur- 
rounded by the people on every fide, had there Artabazes and all the other 
prifoners prefented in chains to her. It was expected that they fhould all 
have kneeled down before her, and they were prefled fo to do ; but they 
too much remembred their former dignity to fubmit to fo low an obei- 
fance ; and this refufal caufed that they were afterwards ufed the worfe 
for it. The Romans looking on the ceremony of triumphing as appro- 
priated wholly to their city, A took it grievoufly ill at the hands of Anto- 
ny, that he fhould carry it elfewhere for the gratifying of an infamous 
woman. 

A little after this, e Antony having feafted the people Of Alexandria; cal- 
led them together into the Gymnafiurn or place of publick exercife; where 
having on fuch a fcaffold as before mentioned feated himfelf in a throne of 
gold, and Cleopatra by him in another, he made an oration to them, and 
then declared Cafarion the fon of Cleopatra to be King of Egypt and Cy- 
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prus in conjunction with his mother: And whereas he himfelf had three 
children by the lame Cleopatra, Alexander and Cleopatra at one birth, and 
. Ptolemy, whom he fir named Phi lade Ip hits, at another, he at the fame time- 
gave unto Alexander At menu/, Media, Parthia, and the rclt of the caitern 
countries from the Euphrates to India, when they lhould befubdued; and 
to Cleopatra, the twin litter of Alexander, Libya and Cyrene -, and unto 
Philacltlphns, Phoenicia, Syria, Cilicia, and all the countries of Leffbr A /Fa 
from the Euphrates to the Helle/pout, and conferred on each of them the 
title of King of Kings ; and f about the fame time he alfo gave unto Cleo- 
patra the name of Ijts, and ailumcd to himfelf that of O fir is ; the firlt of 
which was the great goddefs, and the other the great god of the Egyptians ; 
and from that time both frequently appeared in publick habited in fuch a 
drefs as was then thought proper only to thofe heathen deities. By thefe 
doings and follies Antony daily diminiihed his character among all that were 
either fober or wife, and farther and farther alienated the aileclions of 
the Romans from him, of which Oflavianus took the advantage to work 
his ruin. 

; ; AN TO NT went early the enfuing year into Armenia with purpofc 
ruJ from thence to make war upon the Parthians, b and in order thereto march- 
ed as far as the river Araxes. But about this time the quarrel growing 
high between him and Oft a-vi anus, this hinder'd his making any farther 
progrefs that way. Ofla-vianus h took the advantage of being prefent at 
Rome to excite all there againlt him, acculing him in fcvcral fpeeches both 
to the fenate and people. Antony hearing of this, laid afide his intended ex- 
pedition againlt the Parthians, and forthwith fent Canidins one of his lieu- 
tenants with fixteen legions down to the coalts of the Ionian fea; and after 
having renewed his league with the Median King, he himfelf haiten'd after 
them to Ephefus, there to be ready for the vindicating of his caufe againlf. 
OcJavianus, mould it come to a breach between them, as all things now 
feemed to tend thereto. In this journey he carried Cleopatra with him, 
which proved the ruin of all his affairs. His friends earnestly advifed him 
to fend her back to Alexandria, there to wait the event of the war : But 
Cleopatra fearing left in her abfence a peace mould be made upon terms 
of Antony \ again receiving Qcfavia, and excluding her, put the utmolt 
of her intereit to work for the obtaining that {he might flay, and accor- 
dingly prevailed herein. Her chief argument for it was, that fince fhe con- 
tributed raoft to the expences of the war, (for £he had advanced ! twenty 
thoufand talents towards it) it was all reafon that me lhould be allowed at 
her dellre to be prefent in it. Antony had provoked Oftavianus againlt him 
k by the wrong done to Odlavia his filter, whom having married he reject- 
ed for the gratifying of his adulterous love with Cleopatra, though Oclavia 
was much the handlomer of the two. But that which touched OcJaviantis 
moft was, ! Antony had declared Cleopatra to have been married to Julius 
Cjejar, and Cafarion, whom flie had by him, to be his lawful fon: For this 
tended to the bringing of a lawful fon over his head to the difpoffeiling 
him of the inheritance, which he held only as the adopted fon of that great 
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man. Thefe and many oth,er particulars were objected a#unft bjni by 
viauys, and Antony by bis agents and letters recrimmated.as fail. J^ut thefe 
were only pretences for the gaining; of parties on each i^Jc. There was only 
one tr^e caufe of the prefent breach ; neither Off thefe two great men being 
contented with one half of the Rmaa empire, each would have al], and ac- 
cordingly agreed to throw the dye of war for it. 

Frojsi Epbefus"? Antony palled, over tp Samos, and having there ren- 
dezvoufed the greatelf part of his forces, failed from thence to Athens, and 
in thefe tvyo places he fpent the mod part of the year. At both of them 
he lived after his ufual rate in all m.anner of luxury, pojnp, and voluptuouf- 
nefs, having Cleopatra with him, who was the chief caufe of his immeriing 
himfelf in tliefe phones. Hut at the fame time he omitted nothing of mak- 
ing all futfable preparations both hy fea and land for the war enfuing, and 
Octavianus did the fame; and both parties called in all their friends and al- 
lies to their alhllance herein. 

SOSIVS (whom,. we have afore fpoken of im the wars oiJnd<ea) and 3*-, 
Domains Aenobarbus being confuls at Rome the next enfuing year, 1 both r ° ° 
embraced the intereit o$ Antony, and taking the advantage of Offaviauuss 
being then abfent from Rome, promoted a decree to the people againil him ; 
whereon QcJavianus returning, and in his defence making a fpeech in the 
fenate againil Antony and the confuls, alfigned a day for them again to af- 
femble, when he promifcd he would exhibit to them letters, and other evi- 
dences, to make good all that he had faid ; but before that day came, both 
the confuls and feveral other fenators that were of Antonys party, left the 
city and repaired to him ; and Qttaviauns, inflead of hindering them, gave 
out that they went with his permifnon, and caufed it publickly to be declar- 
ed, that all elfe who were fa inclined Ihould have free liberty to do the 
fame ; whereby having rid the city of all opponents, he was there left at 
full fcope to fay and do vvhatfoever he thought fit for the advancing of his 
own intereit, and the depreffing of that of his adverfary : Of which Antony. 
having an account, 0 called together the chief men of his party, and after 
confutation had with them about this matter, by their advice declared war 
againft him, and f fent a bill of divorce to Q&avia, and meffengers to Rome 
to drive her out of his houfe in that city, in which me had hitherto lived. 
And in purluit of the war, he s had by this time fo far advanced his prepa- 
rations for it heyond thofe of Ottavianus, that had he forthwith pufhed it 
to a final decifion, he mull unavoidably have carried the day, ohauianus 
being then in no readinefs to itand before him either at fea or land; but 
the gratifying of his luxury, and the indulging of his pleafures at Samos and 
Athens cauling a procraihnation of this matter, it was deferred till the next 
year after, which proved the lofs of all : For by that time QdJavianus had got- 
ten together thofe forces whereby he ruined him at A&ium, as will be by 
and by related. And befides, while he thus delayed, many of his friends and 
partizans c deferted him, and went over to Qttavianus ; the principal of 
which were 1 C P lancus and Titins, whom Cleopatra's ill ufage drove from 
him, which tended very much to his damage: For they having been m,a4e 
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privy ttv'ajl "his coftm^els and fecret-defigns, oh their revolting from him dif- 
clofed them all ioOWatitanus-, whereby h6 much ferverf His caufej efpecial- 
ly by theWcovery wMch the^ made to him<of Antony's ■ will; For; He having ' 
made' a ; very extravagant will 5 in favour of Cleopatra ahd lrer children, to 
the damage and ^iihbfiour of the Raman ftate, and lodged it with" the -veftal 
virgins at Rome, they informed' Xy&avidnu's o$ l it ; "whereon having gotten 
this will out of the hands of tnofe ; with vfh6wiiit Was entnifted, and Open- 
ly read and recited all the offehfive particulars of it to the people, he 
ther^by'very much excited them againft Antony, who had hitherto been 
well affected to him , r as well as ^all others 1 , expreffing' great indignation 
hereat: And this very- ill thing' 'being from the authentic ihftfumen't un- 
deniably made out agairtft him, it operated 1 much farther^ -his hurt, 'in that 
it made^very thing eife that was charged upon him, how fake foever, to 
be believed alfo ;■ an& advantage was taken herefrom to load his reputation 
with many vile imputations, that had not the leaft foundation of truth in 
them : For- nothing Was thought bad enough not to be believed of him af- 
ter' this matter. . v..--.*- 
- OCTAVIANV Shaving gotten a fleet and army ready, which he 
thought fufficient for the encountering of the ad verfary, no longer delayed 
declaring- war, but'eaufed it to be decreed .only agaiuft Cleopatra. For 
though the, war was in reality againft Antony, yet he craftily took care that 
his name mould not be mentioned in this decree, for feveral reafons re-' 
lating to his intereft. at that time : For this would lefs provoke the friends 
of Antdny ; this would make him the more odious at Rome, by putting it 
upon him to be theaggreflbr in this war againft his own countrey ; and 
this would in feveral other particulars beft ferve the defigns of Ottavianus 
againft him. Both called all their friends and allies to their help. ..O&a- 
viatius had all the weft, and Antony all the eaft on their fides, and t both 
brought great armies into the field ; and both alfo fet forth as great fleets 
at fea for the deciiion of this quarrel. For Antony's forces at land and fea 
confifted ;of an hundred thoufand foot > and twelve thoufand horfe, and 
five hundred mips of war, and 1 O&avianus's of eighty thoufand foot, twelve 
thoufand horfe, and two hundred and fifty Imps of war; and with thefe 
preparations they begun their hoftilities againft each other both by fea and 
land. In order hereto Ocla-viantts rendezvoufed both his fleet and army 
at Brundufium, and Antony came as far as Corcyra to meet him, but 
the fummer being now fpent, and the tempeftuous feafon of the year 
advanced, they were forced both to retreat, and put their armies into 
winter quarters , and lay up their fleets in winter ftations till the next 
fpring. - 

While the preparations for this war were thus carrying on, u Herod 
had provided an army for the afliftance of Antony ; but when he was ready 
to put himfelf on his march towards him, came letters from Antony, which 
excufing him from this expedition, fent him to make war nearer home 



s In that will he had declared, that Cxfarion, Cleopatra'* Jon, was born in lawful wedlock, and 
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againft Malchus King of Arabia Vetriea. It hath been above related how 
Cleopatra extorted from Antony a grant of that part of Malchm's domini- 
ons which bordered upon Egypt. Malchus * inftead of quarrelling with 
her about it, agreed out of fear of Antony to hold that territory of her for 
a certain tribute ; this tribute he duly paid while Antony was in power, and 
at liberty to force him to it ; but now finding him involved in this war with 
Oftavianas, and expecting he Would perifh in it, as accordingly it hap- 
pened, he with-held his hand, and would pay it no longer; and for this 
reafon Antony, at the mitigation of Cleopatra, ordered Herod to make war 
Upon him. But this wicked woman had farther view in this matter than 
the bare recovering of her tribute: She concluded that when thefe two 
Kings mould be thus put together by the ears, one of them would be kil- 
led in the war, and then fhe fhould have the kingdom of the flain for a 
prey to her. Herod on the receipt of thefe orders marched with all his 
forces into Arabia, and there after a flrarp fight with Malchus, obtained a 
very fignal victory over him ; but in a fecond engagement with him at 
Cana in Cmle-Syria he had not the fame fuccefs : For Athenion, who was 
Cleopatra's lieutenant in thofe partsj out of hatred to Herod joining with 
Malchus in the battel againft him, he was there overthrown with a great 
flaughter, and he himfelf hardly efcaped with fome remains of his vanquifh- 
ed army, the reft being all cut in pieces. 

And not long after w another calamity happen'd to him from a terrible j„. 3I . 
earthquake, which fliaking the whole land of Judaa in a more grievous Herod 7* 
manner than had been before known, deftroyed about thirty thoufand of 
the inhabitants in the ruins of the houfes Which it overthrew. Herod be- 
ing much afflicted herewith, fent to the Arabians to crave peace, but they 
having it rumoured among them that the destruction was much greater 
than it was, defpifed the meflage ; and therefore putting the ambailadors 
to death, invaded the land, as expecting not to find a fu trident number 
left alive to defend it againft them. But Herod's forces having been all 
encamped abroad when this earthquake happen'd , they fuffered nothing 
from it, lave the overthrowing of their tents, which killed no body. And 
therefore * he having gotten them togethei', and encouraged them with a 
fpeech proper for the purpofe, marched with them over Jordan to meet 
the enemy, and in the firft encounter overthrew them with the flaughter 
of five thoufand of their men, and befieged the reft in their camp ; where 
he diftreffed them fo far for want of water, that he drew them to ano- 
ther battel, in which he flew feven thoufand more, and forced all the re- 
mainder to yield themfelves prifoners to him ; whereon the Arabians were 
neceflitated to fue in their turn for peace to Herod, and were glad to accept 
what they lately defpifed, on fuch terms as he thought fit to demand from 
them ; whereby Herod having obtained all that he intended by this war, re- 
turned with victory and full triumph again to Jernfalem. 
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In ;,t^er interim s O&ayiamts and Antony were haftening to bring their 
contefl to a final decifion. As loon as the feafon would permit, their 
armies again took the field, and their fleets the fea, and feveral encounters 
happen'd, between parties fent out from each fide both by fea and land, 
in all which viftory declared in favour of OBavianus. This caufed that 
many ; of Antonys fide defpairing of his fuccefs, efpecially. fince they faw 
him ft) much under . the conduct -of Cleopatra, went oyer from him to 
OBaviahus, This made Antony diftruftful of all the reft, and therefore 
refolved to pufh the matter to as fpeedy a decifion as he could ; and the 
.•other being as eager for it as he, this brought on the battel of Atlium, 
.which Was fo called from the place near which it was fought- This was 
2 a fmall city lying on the fouth fide of the mouth of the Ambraciau gulph 
in Epirtts, . There Antony with the grofs of his.army lay encamped, having 
his fleet hear him on the flioar, and on the oppofite fide O&avianus was 
encamped at a place, where afterwards in commemoration of the vi&ory, 
which he;there obtained, he built a city, which he called a Nicopolis; and 
there he had his fleet alfo near him on the fhoar, fo that the ftations in 
which both fleets . anchored, were not above a mile's diftance from each 
other. Canidim who had the chief command of Antony's army, b per- 
fuaded him to decamp from ABium,, and march into the inland countrey 
of Thrace or Macedon, and there try his fortune in a battel at land, as be- 
ing much ftronger in his army by land, than in his fleet by fea. For An- 
tony had been forced c to burn many of his fhips for want of rowers and 
mariners to navigate them; d moft of thofe, who firftcame out with them, 
being dead through want of neceflaries, whereby to fubfift, and the reft 
were but ill mann'd. But notwithstanding this, Cleopatra's c advice prevail- 
ed to have the matter decided by a fight at fea ; for in cafe of the worft 
ihe thought flie might much better efcape in her fliipping by fea, than me 
could by a flight at land ; and therefore either foreboding or fearing the 
worft, fhe prevail'd with Antony to try his fortune by fea, and according- 
ly on f the fecond of September this year both fleets engaged before the 
mouth of the Ambracian gulph near Aflium in the fight of both armies at 
land; the one being drawn up on the north fide, and. the other on the 
fouth fide of the Streights entering this gulph, there to wait the event of 
this battel. The « fight for fome time continued dubious, and with as fair 
a profpeft of fuccefs for Antony as for the other, till Cleopatra deferted 
him ; for fhe being affrighted with the noife and terror of the battel, as 
being what ladies ufe not to be acquainted with, fled before there was 
any reafon for it, and drawing after her all her Egyptian fquadron to the 
number of fixty tall fhips of war, failed off with them towards Teloponnejus ; 
hereon Antony giving all for loft made after her, and this flight gave the 
viftory entirely up to Octavianus, however he came not eafily by it; for 
Antony's fhips fought fo valiantly for him even after he was fled, that al- 
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thbugh this €3iffim efcaped the long^ftV yet at length vengeance overtook 
himalfo, andr'he •perilhe^'a^iimlefabiy r as drd' all the. others. 

•From vT&nitrw Cleopatra-foiled Alexandria, and Antony to Libya. 
He ,had formerly .ifent thither *PinariusScarpus to be governor of that 
province, and Inhere placed -an army under his command for the guarding 
of the weftern' 'bonders of Egypt againft. all that fhduld tome' that 1 way to 
difturb it. -This ttrmy he thought to have had for his "fervice, which was 
the end of his going thither. But on his landing there r he found S carpus 
and all with/hirn' had 'revolted' to OEtavianus-, which difappointment call- 
ing him into" defpair he would have flain himi'elf, and it was with diffi- 
culty that he was diverted from it by- his friends: All therefore that was 
now left forhirri to do was to follow Cleopatra to Alexandria* where fhe 
Was Tetutned -a -little before. On' her arrival thither fearing ftie might not 
be received y were her misfortunes known, fhe entered the harbour 3 with 
her fhips crowned, as if fhe had come back with vi&ory ; by which means 
fhe got again into full p6ffeffi6ri of that city, and alfo of the whole kingdom 
with it ; and as loon as ftie had fo, l fhe put to death all thofe of the nobi- 
lity who were any way averfe to her, thereby to prevent the tumults 
which' ftie feared- they might raife againft, her on the difcovery of the true 
ftate of her affairs. Antony on his coming to Alexandria found her en- 
gaged in a very 'extraordinary undertaking v for fearing fhe might fall into 
the hands df Octavianus dh his" purfuit of her into Egypt, for the pre- 
venting hereof "ftie projefted the drawing of her -mips that were in the 
Mediterranean from that fea intb^the Red-fea over the Iftkmus of w 70 miles, 
which lay between them, -and after having joined them with other mips 
which ftie fhen hM in the Red-fea, to" put on board them all her treafure, 
and failing down the Red- fea with them to feek-fome other , place for her 
habitation.' But the Arabians who tTwelt on that fea, having at the insti- 
gation of QyfBidius (who- had then- feized the prelidency of Syria for 
Ottaviamis) * burned all thofe ftiips, "this wholly disappointed her of that 
defign. Antony j when he Arrived ^Alexandria, tyent not to the palace, 
y but fliut ftimfelf up in a hpufe on the 'fea-fhOar near T 'harm, and there 
fequefter'd^irrifel? from the 'company and conversation of all men. For 
being- forfakeh'^y almofV all his friends he pretended to aft the part of 
1 Timon the' Man-hater, arid ■therefore' calfed'this hotife' his Timoniuin, and 
there folitarily (pent his time in meditating, hatred, and deteftation againft 
all irriahkirid <6f ; the fake of thdfe ' whd had now deferted' him, wrongfully 
imputing td 'thfem : liis ruin, which 'his own ill conduci and folly had brought 
himHo^^B^ l he ! Vlid^prfon^ teUffr tiui'wajf of living; he was foon again 
»tetind" W\i$>&&pifotr'd at tM'balace, and 'fhere with her reVell'd away the 
remaining pax^of Hi's'lfife'rtv ah 4 tftdfe excerTes' xsf luxury, Vpluptuoufnefs and 
folly, in whichj'h^hdd ipe r nt r ?tHe : former; In the mean; time h Oftavianus 

« : rrri brrgn . . rnrrr. - ; - -'■■h r ",_ 1 - — — 

; Spiutarchuilti A)it5dhio. ; DioiS.Gaffius lib. ji. qDion Caffios lib. yi. p. 446. 
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- x piutarchus & Dion Caflius jbid: :: ::V I'Plutarchus in Antonio. Strabo lib. 17. p. 794: 

1 De quo videas Elotarchumdn. Antonio, & Diogenerft Laertium lib. 9. &=LucianOm in Dia- 
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having fettled the affairs of Greece and Lejfer AJia repaired to Samos, and 
there took up his winter quarters. 

But in them he did not long continue, fome disturbances in Italy d"-^ 0 - 
■"calling him thither in the midft of winter to appeafe them. After the b'at- erod 
tel of Aflinm d he had difmifs'd a great part both of his owrt and Antony's 
foldiers. The veterans he fent into Italy, and others elfewhere, without 
giving them any pay, having not then fufficient for it ; for want hereof 
thofe in Italy raifed a mutiny; for the quelling of this d he fent Agrippa his 
chief confident into Italy ; but the work being too hard for him, A Oc?a- 
vianus was forced in the moll tempeftuous feafon of the year to hallen 
after him to Briindujium. On his arrival at that place c he was there met 
by the fenate and a great part of the better rank of the people of Rome-, 
and having there called the mutineers to him c 'he diftributed to fome mo- 
ney, as far as what he then had would go, and to others lands, and mad£ 
fuch promifes of fpeedy fatisfaction to the reft as induced them all to be 
contented for the prefent, and accordingly after the conqueft of Egypt 
{he paid them all out of the fpoils of that countrey, and added donatives 
over and above. And having thus fettled all matters in Italy s he return- 
ed again within thirty days, and for the more fpeedy paflage, and to avoid 
the tempefts of the fea round Teloponnefus* he failed into the gulph of Co- 
rinth* and drawing his fhip over the Ifthmus of Teloponnefm pafled that 
way by the fhorteft cut into AJia* and again arrived there before Antony 
and Cleopatra had any notice of his going thence. 

On his coming to Rhodes h HerodKingof Judaa there made his addrefs 
to him. It hath been above related how much he was in friendship with 
Antony >, neither did he leave him till his cafe was grown abfolutely defpe- 
rate. 'On his return into Egypt* Herod fent an efpecial meflenger to him 
with the beft advice the ftate of his affairs was then capable of, that was, 
to kill Cleopatra* feize her kingdom, and with her treafure raife a new 
army to carry on the war ; and promifed him in this cafe to ftand by him 
to the utmoft. But when he found this advice was neglected, and that 
Antony was fallen again into the fnares of Cleopatra as much as ever* he 
thought it high time to look to himfelf, and endeavour to make his peace 
with OBavianus on the beft terms he could. But Hyrcanus - being ftill 
alive, who was the only remaining perfon of the male line of the Ajmoha:* 
dns, and who had himfelf reigned in Jndaa under the protection of the! 
Rorkans till depofed by the Tart titans, k Herod had fufpicion "that if any 
thing went hard with him it would turn in favour of Hyrfanns for the 
reftoring of him again to the kingdom; and therefore for the preventing 
of it having trumped up a ftiam plot againft that old Prince, as if he held' 
correspondence with Malchus King of Arabia for the accomplifhing of 
treafonable defigns againft him, caufed him under this pretence to be put' 
to death, after he had parTed the eightieth year of his age. 

But ftill fearing what might happen, 1 to provide the beft he could for 
the worft,' fnould that be his fate, he lodged Mariamne and Alexandra her 



c Plutarchns in Antonio. Suetonius ibid. rf Dion Caffius lib. fi. p. 444, 44JV Plutarchus 
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mother in the eaftle of ' jtfaapdriHm w-ith a ttrong guard under the com- 
mand of Jefe/h and Sohemus, two of his m.oft trufty confidents, and fent 
his mother and lifter with the reft of hjs kindred to Mejfada, the ftrongeft 
fortrefs mjudaa; and committing them and the government of his king- 
dom to the care of fherores his brother, ordered* him, in cafe he fhpuld 
mifcarry, to affume the crown to himfelf, and keep it as well as he could. 
And having thus fettled ajl matters at home, he fet forward on his journey 
to meet OSiaviauus ; m and having found him at Rhodes, and there obtain- 
ed audience of him, on his entering into his prefence laid afide his diadem, 
and in his fpeech of addrefs to him, freely owned all that he had done 
«* for Antony, and what farther he was; ready to have done for his intereft 
« both by his counfei and afliftance, wpuld he have accepted of tjiem. 
" This, he faid, he thought himfelf obliged to by the friendftiip that was 
« between them ; and would he be pleafed to think the like friendfhip 
*' worthy of l>is acceptance , he ihpuld , now he faw Antony was wholly 
" loft, be ready with the fame fidelity to ferve him." OEttfviaws being 
much taken with this generous and frank way of Herod's thus delivering 
himfelf before him, told him, th ^ t he readily accepted the friendflup which, 
he offered, and ordering him again to refume his diadem? " copfyrmed. him, 
in the kingdom: Wherepn he rnade very large and magnificent preterms to 
Qttaviamts and all his friends, and after phis had mpre of his favour arid 
friendship than any other tributary Prince of the Rqmm empire as jong as 
he lived. 

Hereon Herod being much pleafed with this gopd fuccefs., went back 
mwjH&.G with much joy; but op bis arrival thipher found aft tjvis taw-red, 
with troubles in his own family, : ppr ° he found M<ir\a,rnne his rnpft beloved 
wife in whofp converfjjtipn hjs moft delighted, fp irn,bitter'd ag^ipft him, 
that flie rejected all hjs'qareffes with the utmoft averfian ; and when, he 
thought tp -pleafe her by relating to ftpr the manner of his jpurney, and 
the fuqeefs w.hiqh he, obtained in it, inftead of taking any fatisfa&ipn fyerer 
in, flie answered him only with ftghs and groans, and fuch a behaviour as 
pjainly e?cp|-eff^ flie wpu,ld have been better pleafed had he never re- 
turned from; this journey, pup had utterly periftfd in it. The caufe^of this 
vpas, n when Herod committed her and her mother, to tlje charge- pf $o.fo- 
nm onJiis gping tp Q^viavfts, he order'd him, that jn cafe lie, ^jjiuljj be 
gut tp chsath^ fee fhpuld immediately pn his having certain notice of . )U put 
them pod^h. alfo, an^ do the utmoft he cpuld tp prefprye ti)e crown for 
tpywhprfl he ha.d in this cafe difpofed pp. And' this he jjid. rjpt 
onjy $tj*t rip pBS; elfe rpighj; have the : enjoyment of the beautifvil ,^r^ne 
bjut phat npn_e. might be left alive of the Afwn*w&xtiS% tp claim the! qrp ; wn, 
irj opppfition tp that difppfal which he had. made of it to Therpr^s '^ brpr 
tftef, fhg anc\ her rnother being the only perfpns, remaining of thap hpufe. 



fpirip, thought her felf as capable of governing that realm, as i*e'r grifid- 
mppher of the fame name, whp as Quepn had pi-e|jded qyer fa with great 
wifdom and prudence for nine years together. And to give her her due, 
flie had the heft headpiece for craft, deiign, and political intrigue, of any 
woman of her time ; and Herod well knowing this, thought he cpuld not 
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be fure that any part of the fcheme which he had laid for the fucc§£fion 
could take place, if either fhe or her daughter were left alive . after- him., 
and therefore ordered, that both of them fhould be put to death in cafe 
it fhould happen to him as he feared ; and Sobemus haying blabb'd this out 
to Mariamne, though committed to him under the. greatefl charge of fe- 
crecy, this was that which created in her that averfion and hatred to him 
which I have mentioned; which behaviour Cyprus, Herod's mother, and 
Salome his filler, who had always been upon ill terms with her, taking the 
advantage of to exafperate him againft her, prevailed with him at length to 
put her to death in the manner as will be by and by related.. 

From Rhodes QEtavianw paffed thorough Lejfer AJla p into Syria, from 
thence to invade Egypt on that fide, while' Cornelius Gallus hisJieutenant, 
whom he had appointed to fucceed Scarptu in Libya and Cyrene, invaded 
it on the other. On his arrival at 'Ptolemais •» Herod there waited on him> 
and entertained him and all his army with greajt magnificence, and furnifhed 
them with neceffaries till their arrival into Egypt,, and over and.aboye 
prefented O&avianus with eight hundred talents ; by which hofpitality and 
munificence he very much ingratiated himfelf with him and all his followers'. 
In the interim Antony and Cleopatra tried a,U they could to .obtain peace 
with OEtavianus, but without any fu.ccefs. 1 Three times they fent ambaf. 
fadors to him for this purpofe, and went fo far as to offer to refign all and 
be contented with a private life in anyplace which O^w'^/ay- fhould ap- 
point, only the kingdom of Egypt was defired for Cleopatra's children ; but 
neither of thefe embaffies could obtain any anfwer for, Antony, but to Cleo- 
patra fome hopes were given ; Odtavianus was defirqus of having her trea- 
sure and her perfon in his power, the former for the difchai;ging of the 
expences of the war, and the other for the adorning of his triumph; and 
therefore would not make her defpcrate, -left fhe fhoukl defiroy both ; for 
the preventing of this feveral kind meflages vyere fent to her, and by them 
fhe was made to expect much favour in cafe fhe would kill Antony ; this fhe 
would not do, but after this fhe betrayed him in jail things , till at length 
Ihe forced him thereby to kill himfelf. The r firfl inflance of her treachery 
to him was at 'Pehifium ; for on Oflavianus's approach to that city, it was 
r by her order without any refinance delivered up unto him. This on the 
eaftern fide of Egypt, and Teritoninm on the weflern, were the two gates 
of that countrey, and no enemy, but thorough one of them, could enter 
thither with a land army. TeluJTum being a very ftrong place, Antony ex- 
pected it fhould have held out a long time, .and therefore 5 went, to fecure 
<Peritonium. Cornelius G 'alius then held - this place for OcJavianus. The 
army which Gallus there commanded having been in the pay and fervice of 
Antony, till carried over from him to OcJaviqnus by the defertion of Scarpus* 
he hoped that on his appearing, before 'Fe-ritoiiium they would again return 
to their former mafler, and deliver up the, place to him; but when he ap- 
proached to the walls, and would have fpoken to the foldiers, GaIIus caufed 
all his trumpets to found, fo that not a word of what he faid could be heard 
by them ; and Gallus immediately after fallying out upon him, not only re- 
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pelled his land forces, but having by a ftratagem hemra'd in all his (hips in 
the port, took or dettroyed every one of them. For on the approach of 
this fleet he dropped chains by night to the bottom of the entrance of this 
port, and permitted them to fail into it without oppofition ; but on their 
being gotten in having, by engins provided on each fide, drained thofe 
chains fo as to bring them up to the furface of the water, he thereby hin- 
der'd their return, and then forthwith aflaulthig them on every fide both 
from fea and land , obtained over them the -victory mentioned. Antony 
after this defeat hearing of the taking of Telujium, and that Offavianus 
was advancing towards Alexandria, 'haften'd thither for the defence of that 
place ; and there falling on OBdvianus's horfe on their firll coming, while 
under the fatigue of their march thither, " he put them to a total rout ; but 
in a fecond engagement with the foot he was vanquilhed and driven back 
into the city with a great lofs ; whereon w early the next morning he went 
down to the harbour, there to put his fleet in order with purpoie to van- 
quifli the enemy at fea, or elfe in cafe of failure to fail with it for - Spain 
and there renew the war. But when both fleets were drawn up in line of 
battel, that on Antony's fide, infiead of engaging the enemy, all went over 
to them ; whereon Antony returning into the city had this farther mortifica- 
tion, that he there found all his land forces, both horfe and foot, had alfo 
deferred from him ; and perceiving all this to have been effected by the 
treachery of Cleopatra, he could no longer forbear expreffing his relent- 
ments for it with loud complaints ; whereon Cleopatra for fear of him x fled 
■to a monument, which fhe had caufed to be built of a great height 
and wonderful ftru&ure near the temple of IJi-s. Thither lhe had before 
removed the befl of her treafure, and there having now fhu't her felf up 
with two of her maids and one of her eunuchs, caufed it to be given out 
that fhe was dead ; which Antony hearing of y fell on his fword, and thereby 
gave himfelf the wound of which he died ; but living fome few hours after, 
and hearing that Cleopatra was ftill alive, he caufed himfelf to be carried to 
her monument, where being with ropes drawn up to her by the hands of 
her felf and her two maids, he there- died in her arms on the firft of Attgtift, 
eleven months after the battel of Attium. He was a perfon of a benign 
temper, and of great generofity, and of eminent note for his military abi- 
lities, the two great victories of Tharfalia and Thilippi being chiefly ow- 
ing to his valour and conduct ; and he was alfo an eloquent fpeaker , but 
exceeding corrupt and vicious in his manners, efpecially in his lull for wo- 
men ; which Cleopatra obferving, laid hold of him on this weak fide, and 
for the gratifying of her avarice and her ambition, which were two predo- 
minant paffions in her, facrificed her felf to his luft ; and when lhe could 
no longer ferve her defigns of him, was content to give him up to ruin for 
the faving Of her own interett ; but lhe fucceeded not herein according to 
her expectations : For although Offa-vianus gave her fair hopes, thereby to 
have her treafure preferved for his occafions , and her perfon for his tri- 
umph, yet when he had gotten both into his power he no longer regarded 



* Dion Caffius lib. ft . p. 449. " Dion Caffius ibid. Plutarchus in Antonio. 

* Dion Caffius & Plutarchus ibid. Orofius lib. 6. cap. 19. * Plutarchus & Dion Caffius 
ibid. y Plutarchus in Antonio. Dion Caffius lib. yi. p. 45-0. L.Florus lib. 4. cap. 11. Stra- 
bo lib. 17. p. 795". Suetonius in Octavio cap. 17. Jofephus antiq. lib. if. cap. 11. Velleius 
Paterculus lib. z. cap. 87. Eutropius lib. 7. 

her 



Book VIII. the Old and New Testament. 



457 



her, which ihe being fenfible of, z and having private notice given her 
that flie was to be carried to Rome within three days, to make a part in 
the fliew of OcJaviaaus's triumph, £he *caufed her felf to be bitten with an 
a afp, and fo died of it for the avoiding of this infamy, after fhe had reign- 
ed from the death of her father b twenty two years, and lived c thirty nine. 
She was a woman of great parts, as well as of great vice and wickednefs. 
She readily fpoke feveral languages : For befides being well skiil'd in Greek 
and Lathi, c fhe could converfe with JEtbiopiaus, Troglodytes, Jews, Ara- 
bians, Syrians, Medes and Terfians, without an interpreter; and always 
gave to fuch as were of thefe nations, as often as theyJiad an occafion to 
addrefs to her, an anfwer in their own language. In her death ended the 
reign of the family of the Ttolemys in Egypt, after it had there Jailed 
from the death of Alexander zyi years: For after this Egypt was reduced 
into the form of a Roman province , and was governed by a prefect fent 
thither from Rome. A Cornelius Gallus was, by the appointment of Augu- 
fius, the firft that had this prefecture ; and under this form of government 
Egypt continued a province of the Roman empire fix hundred and leventy 
years, till it was taken from them ' by the Saracens in the year of our 
Lord 641. 

OCT AVJANV S having thus made himfelf mailer of Egypt, and there- 
by put an end to the civil wars of the Romans, he cut off all fuch of the 
oppofite party as he thought might again revive them ,• among whom were 
{ Antyllus, Antony's eldell fon by Fulvia, ' Cajarion, Cleopatra's fon by 
Julius Cafar, and « Canidius, Antony's general ; others he impoverilhed 
with great mulcts, and others he pardoned. Cafarion having claimed to 
be the lawful heir of Julius CaJar, for that reafon could not be born by 
the adopted fon. What was the efpecial caufe of AutyUus's being cut off 
is not faid, but he having h efpoufed Julia the daughter of OcJaviauus, and 
all manner of endeavours having been made to fave him , we may from 
hence infer, that he would not have been put to death but that there was 
fome extraordinary reafon that caufed it. To 1 Antonius, .the younger bro- 
ther of Antyllus by the fame mother, and to all the reft, of A7ito7zys chil- 
dren, whether by Fulvia, Oclavia, or Cleopatra, OBavianus ihewed great 
kindnefs, efpecially to Antonius, who afterwards became one of the chief- 
eft of his favourites; and he gave him in marriage one of the daughters 
of Oclavia his filter, which flie had by Marcellus her firft husband ; and 
he continued in his favour, till at length being convicted to have been an 
adulterous corrupter of Julia, Augujluss only daughter, he was deferved- 
ly put to death for it. The children which Antony had by Octavia were 
two daughters, the eldeft was called Antonia major, and the youngeft Att- 
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tenia minor % from the latter of which were defcended Caligula and Clan- 
diuf, and from the former Nero, who all three afterwards became Roman 
emperors. For Antouia minor being married to T>rufus the younger bro- 
ther of Tiberius, bore him Germanicus the father of Caligula, and Claudius 
who fucceeded Caligula ; and Antottia major being married to L. Uomi- 
tius JEnobarbus, bore him Cneus Domitius, who by Agrippina the daugh- 
ter of Germanicus, and fitter of Caligula , was the father of Nero. And 
therefore tho' Ottavianus now obtained the empire, yet Antonys poiterity 
afterwards enjoyed if, which none of Offaviauus's ever did. And thus it 
often happens to victories and the conauefts of kingdoms, the fame as to 
riches j thofe that gain them know not who fhall afterwards enjoy the fruits 
of them : And yet it is the general inclination of mankind to be more con- 
cern'd for their potterity than for themfelves ; and it mutt be reckon'd as 
one of the mercies of Providence that it is fo, for otherwife the world 
could not be fupported. 

While Offa-uianus was in Egypt, he k went to the fepulcher of Alexan- 
der, and there faw his body, which being embalmed, was there flill pre- 
ferved in a cafe 1 of glafs. It had formerly been kept in a cafe of gold, but 
that having been taken away by Seleucus Cybiofacles (as m hath been above 
related) it was afterwards put into a cafe of glafs, and in that OEtavianus 
faw it, and paid great honour and reverence thereto ; but he would not 
fee n the fepulchers of the Ttolemys, who had reigned in Egypt ; nei- 
ther could ° he be induced to make a vilit to the Egyptian Apis, but 
told them who prefled him hereto, that he worlhipped the gods, but not 
beafts. 

As OStavianus came to Alexandria in the beginning of August, fo he 
had there fettled all the affairs of Egypt by the end of it ; and in the be- 
ginning of September again marched thence to return by the way of Syria, 
Leffer Afia, and Greece, again unto Rome. From this conquefl: of Egypt 
begun the sera of the ASliac victory, by which the Egyptians afterwards 
p computed their time till the firtt year of the Emperor T>iocleJian, anno 
'Domini x%+. From that time what was before called the aera of the Attiac 
victory, was afterwards called the sera of THocleJian, and by the Chri- 
ftians of thofe parts the sera of the Martyrs ; becaufe in the reign of that 
Emperor began the tenth perfecution, in which a very great number of Chri- 
ftians fuffer'd martyrdom for their holy religion. Although this sera had its 
name from the Attiac victory, yet it had not its beginning * till near a full 
year after it, that is, from the time that Egypt was reduced ; for the day 
from whence it commenced was the of August: And therefore that 
was ever after the firft day of the year through all the years by which thefe 
sera's, that is, the aera of THocleJian or the Martyrs, as well as that 
of the ABiac victory, did calculate the times thro' which they were ufed. 
The rcafon which fixed the beginning of this sera, and of all the years in it, 
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to the twenty ninth of Auguft^ was, fay forrie, becaufe on that day Cleo- 
patra died, arid the Macedonian empire in that countrey thereby ending, 
•the Roman began ; but this is only a modern conjecture, for none of the 
•ancients fay it ; all that we can learn from them is, that me died about the 
end of. that month* but none of them tell us on what day ithappen'd. The 
true reafon of fixing it at this day was, becaufe this was then the firft day 
of their r month 27^ A, which was always the new-year's day of the Egypti- 
ans, from whence they began all their annual calculations, and therefore it 
was thought the propereft time from whence to begin all the alterations in 
their sera, and their year, which the Romans on the conquelt of their coun- 
trey made in both* and that efpecially f fmce the time of that conquelt fell 
in therewith. For at that time the form of their years, as well as the a>ra 
by which they calculated them, was changed by the order of the conque- 
ror. The old asra which was till now in ufe among them was the Philip- 
pic, which commenced from the death of Alexander, and the beginning 
of the reign of Thilippus Arid<£M his fucceflbr, and the form of their 
year was the fame with the Nabonajfareean made ufe of by the Chaldaans, 
which confuted of twelve months of thirty days each, and five additional 
days fubjoined to them ,• that is, it confilted in the whole of 365- days with- 
out a leap year, the want whereof made this year to be a moveable year, 
which after every four years begun a day fooner, than it did in the four 
years immediately preceding; fo that in the fpace of 1460 years this form 
carried back the beginning of the year through all the different feafons of 
fummer, fpring, winter, and autumn, till it brought it about again to the 
fame point of time with the lofs of one whole year in the cycle. For the 
remedying hereof the Romans on their fubduing this countrey made a leap 
year in the Egyptian kalendar in the like manner as in the Julian, by 
adding at the end of every fourth year one day more than had been in the 
other three. For whereas the other three had only five days fupevadded 
at the end of each of them, the leap year had fix, that is, it confuted of 
twelve months of thirty days each, and fix additional days fubjoined to 
them whereas all the other years ; that were not leap years, had the fame 
number of like months, and only five of thofe days added after them. And 
hereby the Egyptian year was made to confift exactly of the fame num- 
ber of days as the Julian, though not exactly in the fame form ; for in all 
other particulars the old form of the Egyptian year was retained after this 
reformation in the fame manner as before. And the firft of Thoth, which 
was always the firft day of the Egyptian year, falling on the 29 th of Au- 
gujl, and about the fame time when the Romans on their conqueft of 
Egypt ordered this reformation ; this induced them, that they fixed the 
beginning of the new year where they found the beginning of the bid, 
and the 29 th of Auguft ever after continued to be. the firft day of the 
Egyptian year, as long as the empire of the Romans continued in that 
countrey ; and from thence alfo, that is from the 2.9 th of Auguft of this 
year, the new Egyptian aera of the Actiac victory, as well as their new re- 
formed year, for the fame reafon had its commencement. But againft this 
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it Is objected, that in this' year 5 the firft of 77><tf£ did not fall on the Z9 th of 
jiv&ufts btit oft the 31* of that nionth» and that therefore this cahnot be 
the reafon why the beginning of the Egyptian sera of the AStiac victory, 
of the beginning of the year thenceforth ufed in that countrey, was fixed to 
that day. And it mutt thus far be acknowledged* that according to the 
exact calculation of the time this objection is true ; for aqcbrding to that 
the firft of Thoth fell this year in the Roman kalendaf on the 31% and not 
on the 19 th bf Auguft , but the Romans then ufed the form of the Julian 
year erroneoufly, whereby it came to pafs, that the fame day* which was 
the thirty firft of Auguft in their true kalendar, was the twenty ninth in 
their erroneous kalendar ; which error proceeded from hence, that after 
the death of Julius Cafar the Tontifices at Rome (as hath been c above- 
mentioned) " miftaking the time of the intercalation , made every third 
year to be the leap year inftead of every fourth, by which error fix hours 
were added every third year more than ihould be* which in the fixteen 
years that intervened from the firft ufe of that form to this year, amount- 
ing to a day and a quarter, this erroneous addition had then protruded the 
i9 th of Auguft in the erroneous kalendar into the place of the 3i ft of Au- 
guft in the true kalendar ; and according to this erroneous kalendar, the 
Romans then computed, and fo continued to do for thirty fix years after 
the firft forming of this year by Julius Cafar, till at length " Auguftus on 
the difcovery of this error took care , that by making no leap year for 
twelve years together, all the time that was erroneously added was again 
left out, whereby the protruded days in the erroneous kalendar were all 
brought back again to their proper places, where they ought to have been 
according to the true kalendar. But the protrufion of the day making no 
alteration in its number or name* hence it came to be faid that it was the 
3.9 th of Auguft, whereas truly it was the 3i fc of that month, from whence 
this Egyptian sera of the AtJiac victory, and all the years by which it 
computed, had their beginning. This sera truly had its beginning from 
the conqueft of Egypt, and therefore ought to have been called the sera 
©f the Alexandrian victory, whereby that countrey Was reduced under- 
time Roman yoke. But the Egyptians, to avoid the difgrace of thus 
owning this conqueft, rather chofe to call it the aera of the Afliac victo- 
ry, tho' that was gained a whole year before, and fince this sera was only 
ufed in Egypt, they had it there in their full power to call it by what 
riame they pleafed. 

HE ROT) hearing of the death of Antony, and that OBavianus had 
thereon made himfelf mafter of Egypt, " hatten'd thither to him, where 
he was received with great kindnefs ; and on Offavianus's leaving Egypt, 
having accompanied him as far as Antioch, he fo far ingratiated himfelf with 
him on the way, as to gain a chief place in his friendfliip, the effect where- 
of he found in the grants which he made him of large augmentations to 
his dominions. For he not only reftored to him the territory of Jericho, 
which with the balfam gardens therein had been taken from him by An- 
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tony to gratify Cleopatra? but gave him alfo Gadara, Hippon, and Sama- 
ria in the inland countrey, with the towns of Gaza, Anthedon, Joppa, 
and St'ratotis tower on the lea coaft, which added a very considerable en- 
largement to his kingdom. 

O CTA VIANV S on his arrival at Antioch * found there Tiridates 
(who had been fet up to be King of Parthia in oppofition to Phraates) 
waiting his coming thither; and there alfo he found ambafladors from 
phraates on the fame errand, that is, to folicit his afliftance againft each 
other. It hath >" already been related, how after Antonys unfortunate expe- 
dition into Media a breach was made between Artavafdes King of Media 
and Phraates King of Parthia, about dividing the prey then taken from 
the Romans. Hereon 2 Artavafdes making a league with Antony called 
him to his afliftance, who accepting the invitation marched into Armenia, 
and from thence furnilhed Artavafdes with fuch a body of Roman foldiers, 
as enabled him to overthrow Phraates in a great battel ; this happen'd in 
the year thirty three. But the next year following a Antony on his enter- 
ing into war with OEtavianm, having not only recalled thofe foldiers from 
him, but alfo retained thofe which Artavafdes had fent him out of Media 
in lieu of them, this fo far weakened Artavafdes, that in a fecond battel 
he was not only overthrown but alfo taken prifoner, and Phraates in pur- 
fuit of this victory, made himfelf mailer of all Media and Armenia, and 
re-inftated in the latter Artaxias the fon of Artabaz.es again in his kingdom, 
out of which he had been driven by Antony ; with which fuccefs, as well 
as with that which he had before obtained over Antony, b Phraates being 
much puffed up and elated, carried himfelf with fuch tyranny, cruelty, and 
proud oppreffion, that the nobility of Parthia being no longer able to bear 
him, in the year thirty one confpired againft him, and having driven him 
into banifliment chofe the above-mentioned 'Tiridates to reign over them 
in his ftead. But the next year after (that is in this prefent year thirty) 
Phraatcs c returned with an army, and having vanquifhed Tiridates re r 
covered again his crown, and forced the ufurper to flee into Syria for re- 
fuge ; where he being followed by the ambalTadors from Phraates, which 
I have mentioned, both parties accofted Ocfaviamti at Antioch on his re- 
turn thither out of Egypt, to crave that affiftance from him againft each 
other, which they wanted. Oilavianus gave to each a friendly anfwer 
without intending to help either, but rather to dalh the one againft the 
other and thereby wafte and weaken both fo far as to make the Parthian 
nation no longer formidable to the Romans. And with a view hereto he 
gave leave to Tiridates to continue in Syria, till he mould be in a condi- 
tion again -to return, accepting of him a fon of Phraates, that had fall'n 
into his hands, whom he carried to Rome, there to referve him as an hoftage 
againft Phraates. After this having a appointed Mejfala Corvinus to be 
prefect of Syria, he marched from Aiitioch into the province of proper 
Afia, and e there took up his winter quarters. 
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. In th^jb^giiining of the next year i O£iav'tanus entered bis fifth conful- 
fhip, and.had, therein many great honours decreed to him at Rome. In 
the fummer; following having fettled all the affairs of the feveral provinces 
of lefTer AJia, and the ifles adjoining, s he palled into Greece, and from 
thence h returned to Rome, where he arrived i in the month of Sextilis, 
afterward? galled Auguft, and entered it k in three triumphs, which were 
celebrated three days together ; the firft for his viftories over the Dalma- 
tians, 'Pannonians, and fome other German and Gallic nations* whom he 
had vanquilhed and brought under, before his war with Antony began ; 
the fecond for his fea victory at Atlium ; and the third for his victories in 
Egypt, and the fubduing of" that countrey ; which laft was the moftfplen- 
did of the three. In it were led before him the children of Cleopatra, and 
although he could not have her in perfon to adorn this triumph, as he 
much defired, yet me was carried before him in effigy with an afp hang- 
ing at her arm to denote the manner by which lhe died. At this time 
fuch vail riches were brought to Rome from Egypt on the reducing of 
that countrey, and the return of Offwvianus and his army from thence, 
1 that the value of money fell one half, and the prices of provifions and all 
vendible wares were doubled thereon. After this triumph Oclavianus 
m had the title of Imperator, that is Emperor, conferred on him ; not in 
the common fenfe, wherein it was formerly underltood ; (for in that it im- 
ported no more than a complement, given by the foldiers to their General 
after a victory obtained by them under his command) but in a much higher : 
For in the fenfe in which it was given to Otta-vianus at this time, it car- 
ried with it the fame meaning, in which all that afterwards governed the 
Roman empire were called emperors. 

HEROD on his return from the late vifit which he made unto OEla- 
njianus, how much content and fatisfadtion foever he had therein, and the 
fuccefs of it, found nothing but trouble and vexation at home in his own 
hbufe. n Mariamne ftilL retained her refentments for the cruel commifli- 
ori given by him to Sohemus againft her and her mother, and carried them 
on fo far as to treat with equal averlion him and all his relations, efpecial- 
ly Cyprus his mother, and Salome his filter. Them lhe frequently up- 
braided with the meannefs of their birth in refpedt of her-s, which was pro- 
voking enough to a female fpirit; and him lhe as often reproached with 
the death of her father, her grandfather and her brother. In this humour 
he left her on his lall going unto Oftavianus, and in this humour he found 
her on his return, without knowing the caufe ; (for that Mariamne had 
concealed for the fake of Sohemus.) On his offering her his careffes and 
the kindeft tenders of his affecfion lhe {till rejected them with negleft and 
aveffion, and nothing that he could do for the fweetening of her imbit- 
tered fpirit, and the reconciling her again to him, could have any effeft. 
This laft injury foured her to fuch a degree, as to frame her mind for the 
reception of the utmoft refentments, which his former wrongs done her 
and her family deferved. The commiflion formerly given againit her to 
Jofeph his uncle, and the above-mentioned murders, of her neareft relati- 
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ons were all brought to her remembrance on this occafion, and all worked 
together to exafperate her againft him to the utmoft. Herod bore this humour 
for a whole year after his return from Rhodes, and was exceedingly perplex- 
ed by it. Sometimes in a rage he would be ready to run into extremities 
againft her ; but as often as he was fo, his wrath was checked by the great 
love he had for her; and thus he was haraffed between two oppofite paf- 
fions, till at length an occafion happen'd which gave his mother and his 
fifter an advantage for the exciting of him to her ruin, and he had near 
effected his own by it. For being at one time in the heat of the day re- 
tired to his chamber to repofe himfelf, he called for Mariamne to come 
to him, out of a defire of then having conjugal converfation with her : At 
his call ihe fo far obeyed as to go into the chamber to him ; but on his 
offering her his careffes and embraces, me rejected them with the utmoft 
averfion, and added over and above fuch bitter reproaches for the death 
of her relations, as provoked and enraged the tyrant to fo high a degree, 
that he had much ado to forbear laying violent hands immediately upon her 
for the revenging of the indignity. Salome, on her underftanding how the 
matter went, took the advantage of this fit of rage he was then in, to fend 
in his butler to him, whom flie had before fuborned for this purpofe, to 
accufe Mariamne of tempting him to adminifter to him a poifonous cup. 
This adding to the rage with which he was then too much excited againft 
her already, he forthwith ordered her favourite eunuch, without whofe 
privity he knew Ihe did nothing, to be put on the rack; but all that could 
be extorted from him was, that it was fomething which Sohemus had told 
Mariamne that had put her into fo ill an humour. Herod on his hearing 
of this, from his rage of anger fell into as violent a rage of jealoufy ; and 
therefore crying out that Sohemus, who had hitherto been fo faithful to 
him, could never have been induced to betray this fecret to her but at the 
price of an adulterous converfation, he ordered him immediately to be 
put to death : And having packed a bench of judges out of fuch as were 
his creatures, brought Mariamne before them to be tried for her life ; who 
finding by the vehemency with which Herod in perfon profecuted the ac- 
cufation, that no other fentence but that of death would be acceptable to 
him, accordingly paffed it upon her; but none thought, nor did he then 
intend, that the execution mould be precipitated, but that Ihe mould be 
confined to fome of his caftles ; and this at firft was his refolution. But 
the malice of his mother and his fifter was fo bitter againft her, by reafon 
of the affronts ihe had put upon them in upbraiding them with the mean- 
nefs of their extraction, and for other womaniih quarrels had between them, 
that they would not let him be quiet till flie was put to death. They ur- 
ged, that if ihe was kept alive the people would rife in her behalf, and 
that there was no other way to keep things quiet, but by cutting her off. 
By which fuggeftion Herod being terrified ordered her execution. In the 
way as flie was led to it flie was accofted by Alexandra her mother, who 
fell on her with bitter railings, accufing her of being wicked and ungrate- 
ful towards a kind and affectionate husband , and telling her that Ihe had 
what flie defer ved ; and all this Ihe expreffed with fuch a feeming emotion 
of fpirit, as if flie would fly in her face all the way as flie went ; ihe fear- 
ing her turn might come next, and therefore tofave her life flie acted this 
fcandalous and ihameful part: But her daughter without anfwering her a 
word paffed on in filence, only by her looks ihe expreffed fome ihame and 
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concern for her mother's expoiing her felf in fo odd and extravagant a 
manner in this cafe , otherwife fhe went on to her execution with an in- 
trepid mind, without changing colour upon the approach or apprehenlions 
of death, but died as (lie had lived, great, firm, and fearlefs to her hit ; 
And thus ended the life of this virtuous and excellent Princefs. In the 
beauty and other charms and graces of her perfon lhe excelled all the wo- 
men of her time, and would have been a lady without exception, could ihe 
have carried it with fome better temper and cotnplaifance towards her huf- 
band. But considering that he had built his fortunes upon the ruin of her 
family ; that he had ufurped from them the crown which he wore ; that 
he had caufed or procured ° her father, fher grandfather, i her brother* 
and her r uncle to be put to death for the ferving of his defigns, and had 
twice ordered her death in cafe of his own, it would put difficulties upon 
the molt patient and bell tempered woman in the world, how to bear fuch 
an husband with any affection or complaifance. But Herod" s rage being 
quenched with her blood, his love to her again revived ; whereon follow- 
ed fuch a bitter fcene of late repentance as is fcarce any where elfe to be 
met with. As loon as his wrath was allayed, inltead of it agonies of for- 
row, regret, and tormenting remorfe for what he had done filled his mind, 
which would not let him reft either day or night ; wherever he went the 
thoughts of Mariamne purfuedhim, and caufed bitter reflections in his breaft. 
Thefe he endeavoured to itifle by wine, company, feaftings, and other 
divertifements ; but none of them effecting his relief, he at length fell 
into downright diftracHon , and in his fits of it would often call for 
Mariamne, and order his fervants to bring her to him, as if fhe were 
Hill alive. 

An. 28. Hereupon alfo there happen'd s a grievous peftilence, which carried off 
ia r0d great numbers both of the common people and nobility of the land ; which 
all there reckoned as a jult judgment from God for the death of the Queen. 
This farther added to Herod's grief and diforder, fo that not knowing what 
to do, he flung up the care of all bufinefs, and retired to Samaria, where 
he fell into a great licknefs. After having Ianguiflied under it for fome 
time, he at length got rid of it with difficulty, and returned again to Je- 
rufalem , and the care of his kingdom ; but never again recovered his 
former temper : For after this he was obferved to act with greater ri- 
gour and cruelty than he ever had before, and continued fo to do to his 
life's end. 

While he lay fick at Samaria, 1 Alexandra, whofe active and bufy head 
could never be at rell , reckoning that Herod would dye of this ficknefs* 
immediately laid plots for the fefzing of the government ; in order where- 
to lhe treated with the governors of the two caftles of Jerufalem, that of 
Antonia on the mountain of the temple, and the other in the city, to have 
them delivered into her hands, knowing that whoever had thefe two ca- 
ftles, had with them the maftery of Jerufalem and all Judaa. Her pre- 
tence was to fecure the kingdom in cafe of Herod's death for his fons by 
Mariamne ; but the governors of thofe caftles liking neither Alexandra, 
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nor her defigns, fent an account hereof to Herod,, who immediately gave 
order to have her put to death : So fhe got nothing by that hypocritical and 
infamous part which fhe acted at her daughter's execution ; for notwithstand- 
ing that, and the court which fhe made thereby' \6Herod*s.&v6va, fhe was 
the next that was executed after her. 

"OCTAVIAN'VS having atRpme filled the fenate with his creatures, ^ 
whofe fortunes depended on his holding on the government, then propofed i "° 
to them to refign his authority, and . put all again into the hands of the 
people upon the old foundation of the Roman commonwealth ; craftily 
making this offer for. the gaining of the applaufe of the people, and the 
cloaking of his own ambition, When hekneW that all of that affembly (their 
intereft lying on the other fide) would unaniriioufly prefs him to the con- 
trary, and fo accordingly it happeri'd : For he had no iboner in a fet fpeech 
made thepropofal, but the whole fenate with an unanimous voice difiliaded 
him from it, and preTTed him With' ati manner of arguments to take upon 
him alone the whole government of. the Roman empire, which at length he 
yielded to with a feemirig relu&ari.cy ; and by this management brought it 
about that the monarchy of the whole Roman ' empire was at this time, by 
the unanimous confent both of the fenate arid people of Rome, conferred 
on him' for ten years: For he would. not accept of it for any longer term, 
pretending, that by that time he'h'oped he mould have fettled all things in 
fuch peace and order that there would" be no farther need of him, but that 
he might then with fafety to the commonwealth eafe himfelf of the bur- 
then, and put the government again into the hands of the people and fe- 
nate, as it formerly had been. This method, he. took^to make the matter 
go the more plaufibly, but with intention^ when thofe ten years fhould be 
expired, again to renew his leafe ; and fo accordingly he did from ten years 
to ten years as long as he lived,, all this while governing the whole Roman 
empire alone with an abfolute authority : Arid therefore here ended the an- 
cient republican government of the Roman .itate ; for all the authority of* 
the people and fenate being now veiled in Op^vianus, it continued in him 
and his fucceflbrs ever after, as long as the Roman empire continued, with- 
out being ever again retrieved. With this new' power it was refolved to 
confer on him a new name; lbme Were for his afluming that of Romulus* 
thereby to import that he was as another founder of Rome, and others of- 
fered other names; but" ' Munacius Tlancus having propofed the name o£ 
Augtiftus, which fignifieth fomething that above humane is facred and vene- 
rable, that was made chbice of, and conferred on him, by the general fuffrage 
Of the fenate ; and it was always after this born by him and his fucceflbrs ; fo 
that inftead of the name of C. Julius Cafar Oeiavianus, which he had hi- 
therto born, he from thenceforward took that^of C. Julius Cafar Augujius. 
And therefore whereas I have hitherto mentioned him by the name of Otta* 
"viamis, I fhall henceforth always give him that of Augujius,. as often as there 
fhall be an occafion to frieak of him in the future feries of this hiftory. That 
he might feem not to take the whole power of the Roman empire to him- 
felf, he made a (hew' of allowing the fenate a fhare of it with him : F.dt 
having s divided the erhpire into two parts, the one containing thofe prO-, 
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were quiet, and peaceable, and the other thpfe which lying 
upon the! Outskirts of 'the empire, apd bordering uppn the barbarous na- 
tions, were expbfed tp.trpubles arid wars, the former of thefe he affigned 
to the feriate to be governed by fuch pf them as hadbeen confuls and pre- 
tors, according to their former ufage ; and the others.he referved tp himl'elf 
to be governed by his presidents and. Pther officers whom he fliould appoint ; 
whereby it feemed, and ip he would have it thought, as if he defired to 
leave the fweet of the government ftjll to the fenat.e, and referve only the 
troublefome and dangerous part tphimfelf. But herein he mewed, his great 
wifdom and fagacity ; for by this method he fecured all the armies and mi- 
litary power/ Wherein confuted the whole ftrength of the empire, to him- 
felf, they all lying in thofe provinces which he had chofen ; whereas the others 
being without' them, fuch as governed thofe provinces could, have no power 
from thence' to create" him, any danger or diftujbanqe. The latter were 
called the fenatorial provinces, and tne c^her the imperial ; and of this im- 
perial fort were particularly Ciliqia, Syria, Thanicla, ' Cyprus, and Egypt 
fn the eaft, befides others in the other borders of the empire. 
,*«. 26. y SA LQME falling out with Cojiobarus the Idttmaan her fecond husband, 
Herod' whom flie had married; after the death ofjofepb her firil husband, fent 
I2 " him a bill of divorce i cantrary/tp the law and ulage of the Jews : For ac- 
cording to that * the husband irjig^ht divorce the wife,' but not the wife the 
husband ; but Salome by Herod's authprity/made that, gp for law which beft 
pleafed her. On her haying thus abdicated her husband fhe returned to 
her brother, and to malte her fetf the more acceptable tp him* pretended 
that fhe had difcovered ' Cojloharus to be c'onfpiring againlt him with LyJT- 
machus, Antipater, '^d'ppjitfieus, men of note in that cpuntrqy, and that 
for this reafon (he leJt/him.V. as preferring, the love of her, brother; before 
that of her husband s And to gain the better credit to her accufatipn, flie 
difcovered where CoMbaritf had concealed the Cons, pf Babes. contr.ary,to 
his' order and intere^fl The^e being chief (ticklers for the, intereftof the 
AJmonaans, Herod, at the "is^g ot : Jerusalem gavie ftricl. orders to have 
them, cut ofl&. and entrufted. G$efajrHf. with .the executing of them; but 
Ke for Come by-ends of ^ Ms;pwh l'ave.d,:them alive, and giving out that they 
had made their clcape, conveyed them. to. a place of fafety 3 where he had 
kept them concealed ever, £nce> ffetpA. Qfr.'Sji/wteX information fent. to. 
that place whfeh " flie named* and there finding.afl to ; he .t^ue which flie had 
told him concerning the.m, he believed her astp all, the, reft.; and therefore 
forthwith ordered not only them* but^p Coflokarm* Lyfima£,bm> Antipater, 
c DffJitheus, Vwkh.ftverafo^ers,.. who were accufed^ as. xhek accomplices, tp 
be put tp deaths. i 

CORNELJVS Gajfys being re^cajlled fro.rn,^^, 'Tetrovm was. 
made prefect; in his place,. Q^flftf. osx, his., return, t© *J$fime., being too b layiih 
of his tongue againft 'Au^uftm was for; this, reafen forbid, his. hpufe. and. the 
provinces unjder his T cominand, and noted with infamy^, After this,. other. 
abci^tipns:dptning. againjft- bjjn, of cjoncuJEfions,, rapines * extortions,, and 
other mifdemesmprs. cpjiunjt(ed by him, while governor pf Egypt* he was, 
by the unanimous vote pf the fenate conderrmed,tp r l3^ifl^e^£ ; ; buthe, pre- 
vented the execution of this fentence by falling on his fwbrd and fl'aying 
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hiftrfelf.' He c was an eminent poet, and d a familiar friend oi J^Frgil% as 
appeals by his tenth eclogue, which was written on him. 

HE ROD having cut off all of the AfhtdtoaeaH party without leaving any 
alive, that hid been favourers of it, thought himfelf now ledur'e againft aft 
future dangers, and therefore e made bold in many things to deviftfe frorrj 
the J&mijb rifages by bringing in foreign rites and euftoms. Fdr he built 
at Jerufktem a theatre, and an amphitheatre, and in honour bf ' 'jiubuftip 
celebrated games, and exhibited (hews in them, which were much r>nT- 
Uked by the generality of the 'Jews;'v& things which 'they thought incpn- 
fiflent with the legal confutations arid region €>ft£etr cduri&eyv kut no- 
thing offended them more than fome trophies, which he hadifer up round 
his theatre in honour of yiuguftm^ and in commemoration of his vicTpries : 
For they taking them to be images, for that reafon could not bear them.. 
Herod to convince them of this foHy having called feveral of the principal 
of them tipon the plaee caufed the armour to be taken off in their pre- 
fence, and When they faw nothing appeared under, f but a naked tferii 
of a tree, their indignation was turned into laughter, and fo this jtnatter 
went off. 

Evt the other innovations ftuek hard with inahy, and gav/e filch great An. 25-. 
offence, «that fome of them to the 1 number of teh perfons 'entered iijto Herod 
a eonipiracy -agairilt him for the cutting of hkh off by ah aijaifihatiph^ for I3 " 
whidh purppfe having provided themfelves with daggers u'pider their gar- 
ments, they went to the theatre, Where Her&ti wks then to come, 4efim- 
ing there to Ml -upon him and -flay him. Bkft brie of Herod's fpies (of 
which he had great numbers abroad) having gotten fome iriklirig of the 
matter made difcovery of it to him, as he was ^oirig to enter the theatre, 
juft when the plot was ready to have been executed/uppn him* whereon 
the confpirators being feized, they were all put to death by moft e-xquifite 
torments. And he that made the difcovery did riot fare any better ; for 
he having thereby incurred the general odium of the, people, fome of thern 
meeting with him in a.convenient place fell pn him, and tore him to pieces. 
JBut Herod never left making enquiry after this matter, till he had di&o- 
vered.all that were concerned in it, and he did put every one of tbem to 
death for it. 

To fecure himfelf the better againft all fuch tumults and conspiracies for 
the future he thought it would be fafeft for him to have Pther places of 
ftrengCh in the land to depend upon befides ^erujatem, arid .therefore 
fetting himfelf on the building of feveral other ftrong cities in the land h« 
begun with that of Samaria. This city, oncefamous for being the capital 
of the kingdom of IJrael, was deftroyed by John Hyrcdnut, as hath been 
above related. When Gdbinius was made prefident of Syria h he ordered 
the rebuilding of it; from him it was fome time called 'the city of the 
Gabinians-, that is of thofe, whom Gabinius had plan ted. there; but under 
them the place advanced no farther, than to be a fmail village. Herod 
firft made it again a city, and reftored it to its priftine fplendpr, and in 



c Vide Voffium de poetis Latinis. d Videas Servium la eelogam Virgilii deci'mam. 

« Jofephus antiq. lib. i s- cap. 1 1 . •( A trophy was a wMe-fith of armtmr with tbi hed£~pcce, 
drefi'eijipMpon aftemof atre?, and was ufuailyereMd its commemoration of a viffory. 
g Jofephus antiq. lib. ij-. eap. ir. J> Jofephus antiq. lib. 14. cap.ro. 

5 Cedrenus Syncellus p. 308. 

Vol. II. O o o % honour 



Connection of the History, of Part II. 



honour of Augujim called xx.Sebafte\ for Sebaftos in Greek is thetfame with 
Augufltts in Latin, and therefore Sebafte is as much as to fay the. city of 
Augujias, -TJhis place K he planted with fix thoufand new inhabitants in- 
vited thith^Jfrom all parts," and divided among them the cbuntrey about 
it, which bqing. of a very fertile foil, as foon as it was cultivated, it brought 
forth .fuch, plenty, as in a fhort time rendered the place rich and. populous, 
and made it fully, anfurer all the purpofesfpr which he intended it. He 
alfo put a ganifon into Straton's tower (which in honour of C/eJar An- 
guftus was, afterwards, called CafariaJ and he did the fame in Qabala, 
and in fome pther fortreifqs, which lay. convenient for the keeping of the 
countrey in' quiet. ; .. 

. The namej-pf Augujlus growing famous all over the world, ! the re- 
motest nations of the. north and the eatt, that is the Scythians, the Sarma- 
iiansy the Indians, and the Seres,, fent. ambafiadprs with prefents to him 
to pray his. friendship ; rhejaftof which, m Florus tells us, were four years 
on th^ir journey, which is . to be fuppofed coming and going. The Seres 
were ri the,;fa.r^rieft people of .the qaft, the fame whom we now, call the 
Chinese ; they being anciently famous for the making of filk and filken ma- 
nufactures, hence "^i^ became-the nameof filk, and Sericum of a filken 
garment both jamong. 'the, .Greeks and Latins. 

This year, it being the 13 th of the reign of Herod 0 great calamities fell 
upon -the pe(j>p)e of JuJf/t'i a long drought produced a famine, and that 
famine a pe^lence, yliich fwept away great numbers of the inhabitants. 
Herod for the remedy hereof (histreafure being then empty) melted down 
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a rate, in order to put an end to this impofition fent two Monks into India, to learn there how the filken 
trade was managed,- end on their, return to bring the filk-worms with them, that fo he might fet up the 
manufacture in his own dominions.. Tbcfe Monks ontheir return told him, that the filk-worms could not 
be brought fo long a journey , but ur.derfiandingfrom them that their eggs might, and that from them the 
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all the plate of his palace, even that which was moft valuable for its fafhion 
and workmanftiip, and making money of it, fent it into. Egyft to buy 
corn, where there was then great abundance of it ; and by the friendlhip 
of Tetronius the Roman prefect got fufficient from thence not only to 
fupply the wants of all his own people, but alfo wherewith to relieve the 
neceflities of his neighbours in Syria, who were under the fame diftrefs- 
And whereas moft of the flocks of Judxa were confumed by the drought, 
fo that there <was not wool enough in the land for the cloathing Of the in- 
habitants againft winter, he took care that fuch quantites were imported 
from foreign countries, that every one before the approach of the ; cold 
feafon was provided with fufficient to fence him againft all the feverities of 
it ; by which afls of charity and generofity he not only reconciled unto 
him the affection of his people, with whom till now, by reafon of the fe- 
verities and cruelties of his government, he flood upon very ill terms; but 
alfo made his name famous among all the neighbouring nations, gaining 
among them the reputation of a wife, gracious, and generous Prince. But 
he was not of a temper long to hold this chara&er among his own people; 
for the tyrannical male-adminiftrations of his- government ftill. continuing 
after this good deed in the fame excefs as before', wharhe gained by the 
one, was foon again loft by the other ; and therefore he continued to make 
himfelf, to his life's end, the general odium and averfion of thofe over 
whom he reigned, and it was owing only^to the protection and power of 
Auguftusy and the Romans, that he was fupported againft it. 
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% t VG e VST e DS with the beginning of this year entering in- 
> to his tenth confulfhip, ' had a decree of the fenate made 
i in his behalf, which freed him from the obligation of all 
i laws, and fet him above them all, with an abfolute power 
j to do all things in the government of the empire according 
» to his arbitrary will and good pleafure ; and many things 
elfe were decreed in his honour through the flattery of fome who courted 
his favour, and the fear of others who dreaded his power. 
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HE RQT> being now at peace and in full profperity, b fet himfelf on 
the building of a ftately palace on mount Sim, which was the higheft part 
of the city of Jerufaiem ; and made it a ftrufture of that largenefsand magni- 
ficence, that in fome manner it exceeded herein even the temple it felf. 
And it was more efpecially famous for two large and fumptuous apartments 
erected in it, the one of which he called Cafareum in honour of Auguftus 
Cafar, and the other Agrippenm in honour of Agrippa, Augujius's principal 
favourite. 

Th i s fame year c Herod furnifhed Auguftus with five hundred men out 
of his guards for the carrying on of an expedition againft the fouthern 
Arabs. d He having heard of the wealth of thofe people, that they abounded 
in gold and filver, and other riches, propofed either by treaty to make them 
his friends, and fo open a way for commerce with them, or elfe by conqueft 
to make them his fubjects ; and could he compafs either of them , he ex- 
pected thereby much to augment the wealth and riches of his empire. And 
he had alfo this farther view, that in cafe hefhould either as friend or con- 
cperor gain a footing in that countrey, he mould through it have an eafy 
way open for the fubduing of the Troglodytes, their countrey being fepa- 
ratcd from the fouthern Arabia only by the narrow {freights now called the 
freights of Babelmandcl, through which the Arabian gulph difchargeth it 
felf into the fouthern ocean : For as the Arabs dwell on the eaftern fide 
of thofe itreights, the Troglodytes did then dwell over againft them on the 
weftern fide. Mluu Gallus, a Rk>ma» of the equeftrian order, was the ge- 
neral fent on this expedition, for which AngnjTus furnifhed him with ten 
thoufand men ; to thefe were added the five hundred men from Herod 
above mentioned, and a thoufand more that were brought him by Syff^as 
from Obodas King of the NabatfaeartAr'abs. This Obvdas had fucceeded 
Malchns in that kingdom, and Sytt&us was his chief minifier, and a perfon 
of great craft, vigour, and application; He knowing the cotmtrey, un- 
dertook to be Galluses guide in this expedition, and thereby made it mif- 
carry by betraying him in it. It Was propofed to march thorough the coun- 
trey of the Nabathaans^ and from thence to enter on this expedition; but 
Syll<eus falfely informing Gallus that there was no fafe palTage thither by; 
land, this put him on building a fleet td pafs thither by fea; and therefore 
having provided an hundred and - trfirty tranfports at Cleopatris, a port at 
the bottom of the Arabiastgulpk 6x Red- fea, he there put his army on board 
them, and failed to Leucocome^ aport of the Nabathaans lying.on the eafterii 
fide of that fea. This being a very dangerous navigation, by reafdft of the 
many rocks and fhelves that are in that part of the Arabian gulph', arid SyU 
lieus piloting him the worfi way-through" it, he was fifteen days in the paf- 
fage, and loft fevcral of his iftips irt it; and when he was laridect all his ar- 
my falling ficb of a difeafe- common in that countrey* he was forcedto lye 
by all the remaining part of the fummer, and the winter following to wair- 
tfoeir recovery. 

Early "the nex* fpi'ing he fet-ouc from Leucoconte in the expedition iri^^|- 
which- he was fent;, and 'affer a march: of fix months fouthward came ; into ' t £° 
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thofe parts; o£ Arabia where he intended, vanquifhing in his march all that 
oppofed-;hirtK.;But through the difficulties of the way which Syllans trea- 
cherouflfy led him, the heat of the climate, and the unwholfomenefs of the 
air* water,;. and herbs of the countrey, he had by this time loft the better 
half of his army, and therefore was forced again to return without effect- 
ing any thing pf what was defigned, through want of fufficient ftrength to 
execute rit. But by this time perceiving the treachery of Sy llatis , he 
marched back under the conduct of other guides, and by their affiftance 
returned in fixty days to the lame parts of the Nabathaan countrey, from 
whence t he had been fix months in marching out, and there ihipping his 
forces at: the,, next port called Negra, crofled the Arabian gulph in eleven 
days, and landed at Myos Hormus on the Egyptian fide, and from thence 
by the way of ,Coptus led back the remainder of his army again to Alexan- 
dria, after having been two years on this expedition. The mifcarrying of 
it being wholly owing to the treachery of Syllaus, f he was at length for 
this, among ; other crimes then laid to his charge , publickly executed at 
Rome by. the rods and ax of the lictor. But this was not till feveral years 
after ; in the interim there will be occafions of fpeaking again of him more 
than once in the future feries of this hiftory. 

Wh i le .G^allus was in this expedition, e Candace Queen of /Ethiopia in- 
vading the province of Thebais in the upper Egypt with a great army, took 
Syena and feveral other places on the borders, and carried the garrifon fol- 
diers into captivity ; whereon Tetronius then prefect of Egypt marched 
with an army againft her, and having vanquifhed her forces in battel, and 
driven them out of the countrey, purfued them into /Ethiopia, and having 
there pierced above , eight hundred miles into the countrey, fubdued all 
before him, taking all the, cities that lay in his way, and among them Na~ 
pata the metropolis of the kingdom, which he deftroyed ; and from thence 
marched on, till at length being able to proceed no farther by reafon of 
the great defarts of fand, nor to flay there any longer by reafon of the ex- 
cefiive heats of the climate, he was forced to march back ; and therefore 
having put a garrifon of four hundred men mtoTremnis one of the ltrongeit 
fortreffes in ^Ethiopia, in order to keep footing in that countrey, and vi- 
ctualled' it. for two years, he returned to Alexandria, carrying all his captives 
with him.; .a thousand pf ,the principal of them, among whom were the 
chief commanders of Cqndaces army, he fent to Augujius, the reft he fold 
oh his return, being many thoufand sin number. 

THRAATES King of Tarthia being again driven out of his kingdom 
by Tiridates^ b prevailed with the Scythians to bring him back with a great 
army ; whereon 1 Tiridates with the chiefs of his party fled to Rome to pray 
thfe affiftance of Auguftus ? promifing to hold the kingdom from him as his 
homager in' cafe he might be reftored by his help. c Phraates hearing which 
way he .was fled, fent . qmbaftadors to Rome after him, there to obviate his 
defigns, and to demand of Augujtus the delivery of his rebel fubjects to 
» him, and the releafe of his fon, whom Tiridates had put into his hands in 
the manner , as above related, Augnjius having given them an hearing, 
^hfwered them in the fame manner as he had before at Antioch , that he 
would not deliver Tiridates into the hands of Thraatcs, nor give either of 



" f Strabo" Vib'.^iO. p. 7S2. g Strabo UK 17.- p. 820. Dion Caflius lib. 54. p. 5-24. P1in, 

lib. <5. cap. 29. h>rt'iK lib. 42. cap. j-. ' ' Judin- ib. Dion GafTius lib. 5-3. p. 5-19. 

<• them 



Book IX. the Ojld and New Testame nt! 



479 



them any help againft the other. However, that he might gratify both in 
fomething, he permitted Tiridates to live under his protection at Romei 
ordering him there a maintenance out of the pubhck treafury, whereby 
to fubfift with plenty and honour ; and he fcnt back to Thraates his fon, 
upon condition that he fhould reflore all the captives and enfigns which the 
Tarth'tans had taken from Craffus and Antony in their wars againft them. 
This was then promifed, but not performed till Auguftus came into Syria 
three years after, and by the dread of his name, and the threats of a new 
war, induced him hereto. 

At this time there being at Jerufalem a very beautiful young lady called 
Mariamne, the daughter of Simon the fon of Boetbus? an ordinary Prieff 
of that place, Herod k fell in love with her, and took her to wife ; but firft 
for the making of her a more fuitable match for him, he made her father 
High-prieft of the Jews inftead of Jefus the fon of Thebes, whom he re- 
moved of purpofe to make room for him. After this 1 he built a flately 
palace at the diflance of about feven miles from J erufalcm, in the place 
where he had formerly defeated the Tarthians, and the Jews of the AJmo- 
naan party, when he fled from that city on Antigonus's becoming mailer of 
it. This from his own name he called Herodium : It flood in a very plea- 
fant and a very flrong fituation on the top of an hill, from whence there 
was a profpeel of all the countrey round. From this palace the hill declined 
all round with an equal and uniform defcent, which made a very beautiful 
fhew; and at the foot of it were foon built fuch a number of houfes as 
amounted to the proportion of a confiderable city. 

AVGV STV S having been feized this year with a dangerous ficknefs, 
when nothing elfe could bring him any help, m was cured by the ufe of the 
cold bath, and cooling potions prefcribed 'him by Antonitis Mufa the emi- 
nenteft phyfician among the Romans of that age: And he had hereon great 
rewards and great honours decreed him by the fenate. But a little after 
Marcellus falling fick, while he endeavoured to cure him by the fame me- 
thod, he caufed his death, which was much to the grief of Auguftus: For 
he was the fon of Octavia his filler by her firft husband, and being a young 
man of great hopes, Auguftus had married his daughter to him, adopted 
him for his fon, and intended him for his heir in cafe he fhould have no 
fon of his own ; but he had the misfortune this year to lofe him in the man- 
ner here mentioned. This is the Marcellus whofe untimely death Virgil 
mofl ingenioufly fets forth in the fixth book of his JEne'ids. 

HERO D having finifhed Samaria, which from the name of dugujtushe An. 22. 
called Sebafte, he n began the building of another city at Stratons tower on ^ crod 
the fea coaft of Taleftine, which alfo in honour of him from his other hathe 
he called Cefarea. In the building and adorning hereof he fpeht twelve 
years, and expended vafl fums of money, whereby he made it a city of 
prime note in thofe parts, and the mod convenient and fafefl port in all the 
coafls of Thcenicia. For whereas before it was a very dangerous harbour, 
fo that no fliip could ride fafe in it when the wind blew fouth-wefl, to re- 
medy this he ran out a mole in a circular form, which fenced the port againft 
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both the fouth and the weft, and encompafied room enough for a great 
fleet to ride fafe within againft all wind and weather, leaving a paflage into 
it only on the north, where the fea was lefs rough, and the harbour leall 
expofed to ftorms from it. This work alone was of vaft labour and ex- 
pence ; for it was built with Hones brought from far, and of a very large 
fize, they being fifty foot long, eighteen broad, and nine deep, fome greater, 
fome lefler, and the foundation was laid twenty fathom deep into the lea. 
When Judtea was reduced into the form of a Roman province, this city was 
ufually made the refidence of him that was fent to govern it. 

A LEX A NT)ER and Ariftobulus, the fons of Herod by Mariamnc 
now growing up, their father ° fent them to Rows for their education, there 
providing a reception for them in the houfe of Tollio, an efpecial friend of 
his ; but Auguftus taking them into his particular care, affigned them apart- 
ments in his own palace ; and farther to exprefs his friendfhip and favour 
to Herod, he gave him full power to leave the fuccefilon of his kingdom 
to which of his fons he mould think fit : And moreover at the fame time 
added p Trachonitis , q Auranitis, and Batanaa to his former dominions, 
which was done on this occaiion. There was r one Zenodorus tetrarch of 
a territory f lying between Trachonitis and Galilee, who had farmed from 
the prefident of Syria the provinces of Trachonitis, Auranitis, and Bata- 
naa; which had formerly been the principality of 5 Lyfanias the fon of 
'Ptolemy, whom Antony put to death, as hath been above mentioned. This 
perfon not being contented with the honeil gain of his farm, (in which he 
had a great bargain) to make the mod of it that he could , went {hares 
with a company of thieves, who had taken harbour in certain caves in the 
mountains of Trachonitis, and permitted them to rob all the countrey round 
upon terms of fharing the plunder with them. This being a great grievance 
and mifchief to the people of thofe parts, they complained of it to Varro 
then prefident of Syria, who writing to AuguBus about it, received orders 
from him at any rate to root out thofe robbers. But before thefe orders 
could be executed, Varro being recalled, the grievance and the complaint 
{till continued ; whereon 1 Augustus, to provide an effectual cure for this 
evil, did put all the three provinces which Zenodorus had farmed into the 
hands of Herod, adding them to his former dominions ; who forthwith 
marching thither with fuch forces as were neceffary, " broke into the dens 
of thofe thieves, and by killing a great number of them, and driving out the 
reft, foon cleared the countrey of them : Whereon Zenodorus being de- 
prived-not only of his unrighteous gain, but alio of his farm, w went to Rome 
to make complaint -againft Herod ; but not meeting with fuccefs in any of 
his accufations, he on his return excited the Gadarens to an attempt of 
giving him trouble , and accordingly they applied to Agrippa with com- 
plaints and accufations againft him : For Agrippa had then the government 
of all the eaft conferred on him by AuguBus. Agrippa, as hath been above 
related, was the chief favourite and prime confident of AuguBus; but now 
Julia the daughter of AuguBus being grown up, and married to Marcellus 
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the fon of Offavza, Augustus's filter, the old favourite grew jealous of the 
fon-in-lavv, fo that they could not bear each other. Hereon x Auguftus, to 
put an end to thefe differences, fent Agrippa out of the way, committing 
to his charge y all the provinces of the ealt that lay beyond the Mgean fea ; 
and he taking up his rcfidence at Mityleiie in the ifle of Lesbos, from 
thence by his lieutenants governed Lejjer AJia, Syria , and all the other 
countries that were within his commiffion. As foon as Herod heard of 
Agrippa's fettling there, 2 he failed thither to make a vifit to him, and there- 
by farther cultivated the friendlhip that had been before between them. 
Immediately on his departure 2 came the Gadarens thither with their accu- 
fations againft him in a very unlucky time for their affair ; for they then 
found Agrippa, by reaibn of the endearments that had been revived be- 
tween them in the converfation of the late vifit, fo far prepoflefled in favour 
of Herod, that having no ear open to any complaints againft him, he caufed 
thefe accufers of him to be all clapp'd in chains, and fent them thus bound 
into Judaa to be there delivered unto him. Herod thinking to fweeten 
them by clemency, difmiffed them without any harm ; and this for fome 
time quieted the troubles which they and Zenodorus would have raifed 
againft him. 

AVGV STVS intending a progrefs into the eaft, on his arrival in Si- /[„, 2I . 
cily in his way thither b fent for Agrippa to come to him ; and having given H "od 
him in marriage Julia his daughter, being now become a widow by the l ~' 
death of Marcellus her former husband, fent him to Rome, there to take 
care of the affairs in the weft, while he himfelf mould be abfent in the eaft. 
Macenas c chiefly advifed this match, telling Augujlus that having made 
Agrippa fo great as he then had, he had nothing elfe to chufe but either 
to make him his fon-in-law, or put him to death. To make way for this 
match Agrippa was forced to divorce his former wife, though daughter of 
OBavia the filter of Auguftus, who was afterward 11 married to Antonius the 
fon of Antony the triumvir. After this e Auguftus failed from Sicily into 
Greece, and having there fettled all matters, palled into the ifles, c and 
wintered at Samos. 

While Auguftus lay at this place, there f came thither to him ambafla- 
dors from Candace Queen of Mthiopia. It hath been above related how 
Tetronius, on his return from his late inroad into Aithiopia, had left a gar- 
rifon in Trernnis a ftrong fortrefs in that countrey : In the beginning of 
this year s Candace fent an army to befiege it ; whereon Tetronius, coming 
to the afliftance of his garrifon, raifed the fiege, and forced Candace to fue 
for peace. On the coming of her ambaffadors to him for this purpofe, they 
were referred by him to Cafar ; but their anfwer being, that they knew 
not who Co; far was, he fent meffengers with them to conduft them to Au- 
guftus, who finding him at Samos, there obtained from him the peace which 
they defired, and then returned again into ^Ethiopia. 
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Early the next fpring Auguftus 11 parted from Samos into leiler AJia, 
and having fettled all matters there, continued his progrefs through that 
countrey 'into Syria, and came to Antiocb. On his arrival there, Zeno- 
dorus with delegates from the Gadarens K addreffed to him with their old 
complaints againit Herod, hoping to have a more favourable hearing from 
him than they had from Agrifpa. They accufed him of tyranny, violence, 
and rapin, and alfo of facrilcge in plundering and violating temples ; and 
Auguftus went fo far into them, as to appoint a day for Herod, who was 
then prefent at Antiocb, to make his defence ; in the hearing of which he 
was treated with fo much tendemefs and favour, as made the Gadarens 
defpair of their caufe, fo that the night following fome of them drowned 
themfelves, others calt themfclves down precipices, and the relt did cut 
their throats, or other wife made themfelves away through fear of being 
delivered to Herod, and Zenodorus did the fame ; for having taken poitbn 
it corroded his guts, and calt him into a violent dyfentery, of which he 
died that fame night. Hereon Auguftus looking on their felf-execution to 
be felf-condemnation, and a clear acknowledgment of guilt on their fide, 
abfolved Herod, and would admit no more fuch accufations to be brought 
againlt him. And to make him amends for the trouble he had been put 
to by Zenodortts, and his Gadarens, he gave him the tetrarchy of Zenodo- 
rus, and for his greater honour joined him in commillion with the preii- 
dent of Syria, as his procurator in that province, ordaining that nothing 
mould be done in the affairs of it without his knowledge and advice; and 
moreover at his requeft gave to Tberoras his brother a tetrarchy in thofe 
parts. In acknowledgment of all thefe favours Herod built unto him in 
the lands of Zenodorus near the mountain Taneas (at the foot of which is 
the fountain of the river Jordan) a fumptuous temple all of white marble; 
By which idolatrous flattery, and other like compliances with heathen 
ufages, he farther alienated from him all thofe Jews, that were zealous for 
their law, and the religion of their fore-lathers. 

THRAA'T ES King of Tartbia, on Auguftus s coming into Syria, 
1 fent ambaffadors to him to pray his friendfhip ; for being then upon ill 
terms with his people, whom he had much alienated from him by his ty- 
ranny and cruelty, he dreaded a foreign war ; and he had reafon at that 
time to fear it from Auguftus. For whereas Auguftus had three years be- 
fore releafed to him one of his fons (whom he had in captivity at Rome) 
upon promife that he would fend back to him all the prifoners and enligns, 
which the Tartbians had taken from the Romans in their wars with Craftus 
and Antony, he had not as yet difcharged himfelf of that obligation ; that 
therefore this might not be a caufe of war againft him, he now not only 
fent back all thofe captives and enligns, but alfo yielded to all other terms 
of peace, which were then required of him, and gave four of his fons with 
their wives and children in hoitage for the performance of them. Where- 
upon ra Juftin remarks, that Anguftm did more herein by the greatnefs of 
his name, than any other commander could do by war. But Tacitus n tells 
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us, that Thraates was induced hereto not fo much by the fear of 'Augujius, 
as by the diffidence which he had of his own people, and what ° Strabo 
and v'Jofephus tells us is agreeable hereto; for laying both of them toge- 
ther the matter appears to have been as followeth. q A very beautiful 
Italian woman called Thermufa, having been formerly fent by Augujius to 
Thraates for a prefent, (lie firit became his concubine, and afterwards on 
her bringing him a fon, was married to him, and advanced to be his 
Queen ; and having in this Nation gained an abfolute afcendant over him, 
made ufe of it for the fecuring of the fucceflion of the crown of Tarthia 
to her fon, in order whereto lhe propofed to Thraates the putting of his 
other fons, which were four in all, into the hands of the Romans, and 
Thraates not thinking himfelf fafe againft his fubjeds, as long as there were 
at hand any other of the race of Arfaces of a fit age to be put in his place, 
on this confidcration readily complied herewith ; and accordingly, when 
matters were made up between him and Augujius, and hoftages were de- 
manded for the fecuring of the terms of that agreement, he delivered 
thcfe his four fons into the hands of Angnjhis for this purpoie, who car- 
ried them to Rome, where they remained many year's, and Thermufa?, 
fon, who was called Thraatices, was bred up for the fucceeding of him 
in the kingdom. The Tarthians r were fo fuperititioufly addicted to the 
race of Arfaces, that Thraates well knew they would bear him, how great 
foever their hatred to him was, as long as they had not another of that 
family of a fit age to be fet up to reign in his place ; and for this reafon 
it was, that he fo readily yielded up his fons into the hands of the Romans, 
that being removed fo far out of the way, they might create him no dan- 
ger, nor give him any jealoufy. But at length his deflruciion came from 
what he thus projected for his fafety ; for f as foon as Thraatices was grown 
up, Thermufa not having patience any longer to wait for the vacancy, that 
was ready in a ihort time naturally to happen, unnaturally poifoncd her 
husband to make room for her fon the fooner to fucceed him. But this 
met with chat difappointment, which fo wicked an act deferved ,• for the 
people not bearing fo wicked a parricide, rofe in a tumult againft him, 
and drove him into banifhment, wherein he perifhed ; but it was not till 
fome years after that this happen'd. 

An d at the fame time that Augujius made peace with Tarthia, he fettled 
alfo the affairs of Armenia. It hath been above related, how that Arta- 
bazes King of Armenia being taken prifoner by Antony, and carried to 
Alexandria, Artaxias his fon fucceeded him. He having 5 made himfelf 
grievous to his fubjefts by an oppreffive and tyrannical reign, they accufed 
him before Augujius, and defired to have Tigranes his younger brother to 
reign over them in his ftead ; hereon Augujius fent Tiberius the fon of 
Liz>ia by her former husband with an army to expel Artaxias, and place 
Tigranes on the throne in his ftead ; but Artaxias being (lain by his own 
people before he arrived, and Tigranes thereon admitted to fucceed with- 
out any oppofition, Tiberius had no opportunity by any military action of 
gaining honour by this commiflion, which was the firit he was employ- 
ed in. 



°Lib. 6. p. zS8. P Antiq. lib. 18. cap. 3. 1 Jofephus ibid. Strabo lib. 16. p. 748, 749. 
r Strabo lib. 16. p. 749. f Jofephus antiq. lib. 18. cap. 3. 5 Dion Cafiius lib. S3- 

p. j-i6. Tacitus annal. lib. i. cap. 3. 



478 Connection of the History of PartII. 

AVGVST'V S 'toward the end of the fumrher returning out of Sy- 
ria, was attended by Herod to the fea-moar ; where he embarked, and 
from thence failed back to Santos, and there refided all the enfuing win- 
ter in the fame manner as he had the former, and in confideration hereof 
on his departure thence the next fpring he gave the Samians their liber- 
ty, and made them a free city, in reward of the accommodations with 
which he was there furnifhed among them. 

HE ROT) on his return to Jerufalem "finding the people much offend- 
ed, becaufe of the many breaches he had made upon their law and religi- 
on by his frequent compliances with the idolatrous ufages of the Greeks 
and Romans, was put to difficulties to avoid the ill confequences of it : 
For although he endeavoured to excufe himfelf by alledging the neceffity 
he was under of pleafing Augujius, and the Romans in this matter, this 
gave no fatisfaction, but difcontents on this account grew to a great height 
againll him among the generality of the people. And therefore to prevent 
the ill effects hereof he prohibited all meetings at feafts and clubs, and all 
other afTemblies of many together; and he had fpies in all quarters to 
bring him conftant intelligence, how all matters went ; and he would often 
himfelf go out in difguiie, that he might hear and obferve, how the peo- 
ple flood affected towards him ; and by thefe means making difcovery of 
all, that had ill defigns againit him, and thereon feverely treating fuch as 
were guilty, he made a fhift to fecure himfelf and keep all quiet. And 
for this end at the fame time he would have impofed an oath of fidelity on 
all his fubject s ; but Hillel and Shammai with all their followers of the 
pharifaical feet, and alfo all the Ejfenes refufing to take it, he was forced 
to let it drop ; only thofe who had render'd themfelves fufpected were 
forced to comply herewith, for the avoiding of the feverity with which 
he could otherwife have treated them. 
19- While Augujius lay at Samos, " there came thither to him a fecond 
J embaffy from the King of India to defire the eftablifliment of a league and 
friendmip with him, to which purpofe he wrote him a letter in the Greek 
language, telling him therein, that though he reigned over fix hundred 
Kings, yet he had fuch value for the friendfhip of Augujius by reafon of 
the great fame which he had heard of him, that he fent this embafly on fo 
long a journey of purpofe to defire it of him. To which letter he fub- 
fcribed by the name of Torus King of India. The fix hundred Kings, 
whom he boalted to reign over, were the Rajas or petty Princes, who 
governed the kingdom under him, feveral of whofe descendants there re- 
main even to this day, who paying tribute and homage to the great Mogul 
govern their fubjeefs at home with fovereign authority. Of the ambatfa- 
dors that firft fet out from India on this embaffy three only reached the 
prefence of Augujius, the others that were in commilfion with them died 
by the way. Of the three furviving, one was Za-marus a gymnofophift, 
who following Augujius to Athens there burnt himfelf in his prefence, in 
like manner as A Calauus another of that feci had formerly done in the 
prefence of Alexander, it being the ufage and manner of that fort of men, 
when they thought they had lived long enough, to pafs out of life by thus 
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calling thenafelves alive upon their funeral piles. Among the prefents 
which they brought were feveral tygers, and thefe were the firft of this 
fort of wild beafts, that had been feen either by the Greeks or Romans. 
After this r Auguftus returning to Rome was there received with great ho- 
nour, his bringing back the enfigns and prifoners, that had been taken in 
the 'Parthian wars, being what the Romans valued beyond the rate of the 
greateft victory. And therefore a temple was erected in the capitol in 
commemoration of it, which was dedicated to Mars the Revenger; and 
there the recovered enfigns were hung up. And Augujius valued himfelf 
fo much upon this matter, that many of his coins ftill remaining bear the 
infcription S ignis receptis ; and the poets of his time made it the common 

* argument of their flatteries towards him. 

HE ROT) being now in the full enjoyment of peace and plenty, and 
having finifhed his buildings at Sebafte, and far advanced thofe at Ca;Jarea> 

* formed a defign of new building the temple at Jerusalem , whereby he 
thought he fliould not only reconcile to him the affe&ions of the Jews, 
but alfo erect a monument of lafting honour to his own name. The tem- 
ple built after the return of the Jews from the Babylonifli captivity fell 
much fhort of that of Solomon^ in the height, the magnificence, and other 
particulars, and five hundred years being elapfed fince its erection, feveral 
decays had happen'd to it both by the length of time, and alfo by the vio- 
lence of enemies. For the temple by reafon of its fituation being the 
ftrongeft part of Jert/falem, whenever the inhabitants were prelfed by 
war, they always made their laft refuge thither, and whenever they did fo 
fome of its buildings fuffered by it. For the amending and repairing of 
all thofe defects and decays Herod defigned to build the whole temple 
anew, and in a general afTembly of the people offered to them what he 
intended. But when he found them ftartled at the propofal, and under 
apprehenfions, left that when he had pulled down the old temple, he fhould 
not be able to build them a new one ; to deliver them from this fear he 
told them, that he would not take down the old temple, till he had gotten 
all the materials ready for the immediate erecting of a new one in its 
place ; and accordingly he did forthwith fet himfelf to make all manner of 
preparations for it, employing therein a thoufand waggons for the carrying 
of the ftones and timber, ten thoufand artificers to fit all things for the 
building, and a thoufand priefts skilful in all parts of architecture to fuper- 
vife and direct them in the work. And by thefe means in two years time 
he had got all things ready for the building; and then, and not before, 
did he pull down the old temple to the very foundations, to make room 
for the erecting of a new one in its place. Jofephus tells us Herod made 
this propofal in the eighteenth year of his reign, that is from the death 
of Antigonus, which happen'd not till about the midfummer after he was 
taken prifoner, and therefore according to this reckoning the nineteenth 
year of Herod not beginning till about the midfummer of the 19 th year be- 
fore Chrijiy the fix firft months of that year did belong to the 18 th year of 
Herod; and the paflbver, at which was the greateft afTembly of the Jews, 
falling within the compafs of thofe fix months, then it's moft probable this 
propofal was made. 
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if- 1 *- AZLIVS Gal/tts fucceeding Tetronius in the prefecture of Egypt 
i0 em made a progrefs into the upper parts of that countrey as far as Syene and 
the borders of Aithiopia, in which Strabo the geographer accompanied him, 
and °at Thebes he tells us he faw the ltatue. oi> Memnon, which according 
to the c poets faluted the morning fun every day at its firft rifing with an 
harmonious found; and he faith, that he heard thatfound.on his being on 
the place one morning; but profefleth not to know the caufe from whence 
it proceeded, but fuipefted it to come from fome of the by-ftanders. He 
d was born at Amafta in Tontus, and publiflied his geography in the fourth 
year of the reign of Tiberius? being then a very old man. It- is a moil ex- 
cellent work, the ancients have fcarce left us any thing more valuable: 
For it is written with great judgment and care, he having travelled almoft 
over all the places which he dcfcribes* and his defcriptions are fo exacl, 
that molt of the places may be known by them even to this day. He alfo 
wrote an hiftory, which Jofephus quotes, and hath fome paffages out of 
it, but- excepting fome few fueh fragments difperfed in other authors, that 
work is now entirely loft. 
An. 17. HE ROT) having after two years preparation made ready all materials 
Herod f- QY ^ e new bmiairig of the temple pulled down the old edifice, and began 
the erecting of his new one juft forty fix years before the firit palfover of 
Cbri/l's perfonal miniftry, at which time the Jews told him (John ii. io.) 
Forty and Jix years c hath > this temple been in building. Yov although then 
forty fix years had pafied from the time this building was begun, and in nine 
years and an half it was made fit for; the divine fervice, yet a great num- 
ber of labourers and artificers were there ftill continued at work for the 
carrying on of the out-buildings all the time of our Saviour's being here 
on earth, and for fome years after, till the coming of GeJJius Floras to be 
governor of Jud<ea\ f when eighteen thoufand of them being discharged 
at one time, after that for want of work they began thofe mutinies and 
feditions, which at laft drew on the deibruftion of Jerufalcm , and the 
temple with it. 

This year Julia the daughter of Auguftus & brought Agrippa a fecond 
fon, called Lucius; the eldeft called Caius h was born .three years before. 
They being the grandfons of Auguftus , as fodn as Lucius was born s he 
adopted them both for his fons, and declared them the heirs of his em- 
pire : For this he thought would beft conduce to the fettling of his : af- 
fairs, and the quafliing of all fuch treacherous defigns, as otherwife, for 
the ufurping of his power, might be contrived or imagined againft his 
perlon. 

An. 16. . HE ROT) i failed into Italy there to pay his refpetts, Auguftus,, and 
Htrod to f ee his fons Alexander and ArisJobulus, whom he had fent to Rome to 
z2 " be educated. In his way thither k he ftopp'd in Greece, and was prefent at 
the 191* olympiad, and prefided therein; where finding thofe ihews were 
much funk, in their credit and efteem , by reafon that ; the poverty of the 
Elians difabled them from fetting them forth in their ufual pomp and fplen- 
dor, he fettled a conftant revenue on them for the reftoringof them to 

b Strabo lib. 17. p. 816. c Vide Juvenalem Satyra 15-. Dionyfium .in Perieg. f. 249. 
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their former folemnity and honour: In acknowledgment whereof they 
granted him the honour of a prefident in thofe games as long as he mould 
live. On his arrival at Rome 1 he was there received with great honour and 
kindnefs by AuguBus ; from whom having received his fons now fully difci- 
plin'd and inftrucfed in all the Roman exercifes and literature, he returned 
with them into Jud<ea, and a little after m provided them with fuitable 
matches, marrying Alexander the eldelt of them to Glaphyra the daughter 
of Archelaus King of Cappadocia, and the other to Berenice the daughter 
of Salome his fitter. By thecomelinefs of their perfons, the agrccablcncfs 
of their behaviour, and other laudable qualifications which they were ac- 
complilhed with, 11 they drew to them the love and efteem of all the Jens ; 
but Salome, and fuch others as had been her accomplices in procuring the 
death of Mariamne their mother, fearing their revenge, did all that in them 
lay by evil artifices to work their defhuciion alfo, and at lafi accompliihed 
it, as will be in its due place related. 

In the interim the work of the temple went on, and "after an year and 
half that part which was molt properly the temple (that is that which con- 
tained the holy place, the holy of holies, and the porch through which was 
the paflage leading to both) was wholly fini/hed, and after eight years more 
all the reft was built which Herod propofed. 

AUGVSTVS having fent Agrippa again into the eaft, as foon as He- a„. i f . 
?W heard of his arrival in the province of 'Proper A/la, ^he went thither Herod 
to him, and having prevailed with him to accept of an invitation which he 13 ' 
earneftly made him to come into Judaea, on his arrival there he entertained 
him and all his attendants with all manner of honour, magnificence, and 
fumptuous fare ; and having fhewn him all his new built cities, and caftles, 
as Sebafle, Cafarea, Alexandrium, Herodinm, and- Hyrcania, he led him in 
the laft place to Jerufalem on his approach to it he was at fome diftance 
met by all the people in their feltival apparel, and conducted into the city 
by a folemn proceflion and loud acclamations. After fome ftay there he 
offered an hecatomb at the temple, and feafted all the people, and then 
haftening to the port where his fleet lay, he failed back again into Ionia 
before the winter came on. 

A SAND E R King of the Cimmerian Bofphoras being dead, ' left his ^ r 
kingdom to Dynamis his wife, in whofe right he had held it, fhe being the a4 , 
daughter of \Pharnaces the fon of Mithridates. One Scribonius pretend- 
ing to be a grandfon of Mithridates, and to have a grant from Auguftus 
to fucceed Afander, took Dynamis to wife, and feized the countrey : Where- 
on Agrippa fent *Polemon (whom the Romans had made King of Tontus 
and the Lejfer Armenia) to make war upon him ; but before his arrival the 
Bojphoratis having difcovered Scribonius to be a cheat in all his pretentions, 
had put him to death. However they would not fubmit to Tolemon, but 
tho' they had been vanquilhed in. battel by him on his firft coming into the 
countrey, yet itill flood out againft him ; which brought Agrippa upon them 
with all his army, and a dangerous war enfued. Herod hearing of this 
r haften'd to the afliftance of Agrippa with a fleet and army, thereby far- 
ther to ingratiate himfelf with him, which he fully effected by this oppor- 
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tunity : For coming up with him at Sinope in Tontus, when he was in fome 
diftrefs for want of fuch a fupply as Herod brought him, nothing could be 
more acceptable to him than his arrival thither with it at that time. With 
this affiflance Agrippa s foon reduced the Bojphorans to a thorough fub- 
miflion: Whereon Dynamis being given to Tolemou to wife, he had with 
her the kingdom of Bojphorus conferred on him, and by the favour of Ali- 
gn ft us, who confirmed the grant, held it -with that of Tontus and the Lejfer 
Armenia, which he had before. He had been a long time a faithful ally 
to the Romans, and had thefe kingdoms given him for the reward of tho 
many important fervices he had done them. He had not the whole king- 
dom of Tontus, but only that part of it which lay next Cappadocia. This 
from him was afterwards for diltinciion fake called c Tontus Tolemoniacus, 
in which kingdom " his fon of the fame name afterward fucceeded him by 
the favour of Caligula. After matters were thus fettled in B ojphorm w Agrip- 
pa returned through Taphlagonia, Cappadocia, and Thrygia unto Ephefus 
in Ionia. Herod accompanying him all the way thither, procured many fa- 
vours of him in behalf of feveral of the people of thofe parts who prayed 
his mediation : And on his coming into Ionia x he had there an efpecial 
occafion to folicit him for his favour in behalf of the Jews that had been 
fettled in thofe parts. It hath been above related how Antiochus the Great 
had planted two thoufand families of the Babylonifh Jews in Thrygia, Ly 
dia, and other provinces there adjoining: Thefe being increaled to a great 
number, and fpread over all Lejfer Afia and the ifles, they were maligned 
and opprefled by the other inhabitants, among whom they dwelt ; fo that 
they would not permit them to live according to their law and religion, or 
fuffer them to enjoy the immunities and privileges which had in that behalf 
been formerly granted tq them, firft by the Kings of Syria, and afterwards 
by the Romans. Herod on their application to him undertook their caufe, 
and folicited it fo effectually with Agrippa, that he obtained for them all 
that they defired ; all their grievances being redrefled, and all their immu- 
nities and privileges reftored and confirmed to them in as ample manner 
as they had at any time before been in pofTeffion of them. After this Agrip- 
pa pafTed over to Samos, and Herod > returned again into Judaa. On his 
arrival at Jerufalem having alfembled the people together, he related to 
them the fuccefles of his journey, and what he had done and obtained for 
the Jews of Lejfcr AJia-, and then the more to ingratiate himfelf with them 
he remitted to them one fourth part of their taxes, which was accepted with 
great rejoicing and thankfulnefs by them. 

LETID'VS being dead, who had born the office of Tontifex Maxi- 
mum or High-prieft of Rome, Auguftus z took that office to himfelf, as did 
all his fucceffors in the empire after him, as Well ChriiHans as heathens, till 
the time of Gratian, who fucceeded his father Valentinian in the year after 
Christ 375. He being a zealous Chriftian, a thought it inconfiftent with his 
religion to bear as much as the title of High-prieft in heathen rites, and for 
this reafon firft refufed it, and all the reft that afterwards fucceeded him in 
the Roman empire following his example did the fame. 
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A s foon as Auguftus had enter'd on this office, b he fet himfelf on the 
reforming of many things in the matters which were thereby put under his 
care. And he firft began with examining into the prophetic books which 
then went abroad: For a great number of thefe being at this time every 
where fpread among the people, created great difturbances, and raifed 
many vain hopes and fears in the minds of men, according as they were 
interpreted for or againft what was then uppermoft in the government. 
All thefe Auguflw called in, and caufed moil of them, to the number of 
two thoufand volumes, to be burnt as fpurious, referring only thofe 
which bore the name of fome of the Sibyls for their authors : And thefe 
alfo he fubjetted to a ftricf examination, and retained of them none other 
than fuch as were on this trial judged genuine, the reft he committed to 
the fame flames as the former. Thofe that were judged genuine he put 
into two golden cabinets, and laid them up in the temple of Apollo c , which 
he had built in the palace, placing them there under the pedeftal on which 
the image of that heathen deity was there erefted. Thefe Sibylline oracles 
having been of great repute in the old heathen world, and alio often ap- 
pealed to by the ancient writers of the chriflian Church, it is proper that 
here I give fome account of them, and alfo of thofe by whom they are faid 
to have been delivered. 

The Sibyls were A women of ancient times faid to have been endued 
with a prophetic fpirit, and to have deliver'd oracles forefhevving the fates 
and deftinies of kingdoms and ftates. We have in the writings of the an- 
cients mention made 0 of ten of them, the eldeft of which being named 
Sibyl/a f , all others of the fame fex, who afterwards pretended to have the 
like fatidical fpirit and power, were from her call'd Sibyls; the eminenteft 
of which were the ten I have mention'd ; and of thefe the molt noted was 
Ihe whom the Romans call'd Sibylla Cumsea, and others Erytbraa, for Jhe 
was 8 one and the fame Sibyl who had both thefe names. She was born at 
Erythr<e in Ionia, and therefore was by the Greeks called Erytbraa but 
having removed from Erythra to Cum<s in Italy, and there delivered all 
her oracles, fhe was from thence by the Romans and Italians called Cu?ntea. 
The place at Oima where ihe lived, and from whence ihe is faid to have 
given out her oracles, was a cave or fubterraneous vault digg'd out of the 
main rock. h Juftin Martyr, who had been upon the place, fpeaking of 
it, and the Sibyl which there prophefy'd , tells us 1 as followeth. " This 
« Sibyl they fay being a Babylonian by defcent, and the daughter of Bero- 
« £ fus who wrote the Cbaldaic hiftory, came I know not how into Campa- 
" nia, and there delivered her oracles in a city called Cuma, fituated at the 
" diftance of fix miles from Baiee. I having been upon the place, did there 
" fee a large chapel or oratory which was all hewn out of the main rock, 
" a work great and wonderful: In which chapel, as the inhabitants made 
« report unto me according as they had it by ancient traditions from their 
" fore-fathers, the Sibyl gave forth her oracles. In the middle of the cha- 
" pel they ihewed me three hollow places hewen out of the fame rock, 
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" in which being fill'd with water they told me Ihe ufed to wafli her felf 
" and that then after having put on her garment, ihe retired into the inner- 
" moft cell of that chapel, which was alfo hewen out of the fame rock - 
" and there having fettled her felf upon an high advanced feat in the mid- 
" die of that cell, from thence utter'd and gave forth her oracles." Thus 
far Jufiin Martyr of this vault. Onuphritis writes k that it continued to be 
feen many hundred years after, until the year of our Lord 1539, in which 
all Campania having been terribly fhaken with an earthquake , at Tuteoli 
huge mountains of fand, gravel, and {lime were then call up from the bot- 
tom of the fea, which totally overwhelmed, and utterly ruin'd this chapel 
of the Cum a an Sibyl. The fame Onuphruis tells us, that about nine years 
after, that is, in the year of the Lord 1548, having been upon the place, 
and made diligent inquiry of the inhabitants, he found, that till that earth- 
quake every thing in that vault was exactly as Jufiin had defcribed it, 
but that then it was utterly deftroyed. But travellers 1 are there Hill fhewn 
a vault, which they call the Grotto of the Sibyl even to this day. 

O f the time when this Sibyl lived, there are various opinions. Jufiin 
Martyr in faying 1 " that (he was by defcent a Babylonian and the daughter 
of Berofas the hillorian, puts her below the time of Alexander. No doubt 
he miftook her for Athenais the fecond Sibyl, " which was called the Ery- 
thraan, who lived about that time ; but Ihe never came to Cum* in Italy. 
Virgil 0 makes her to have lived at Cum<e in the time of the Trojan war, 
and to have been contemporary with JEneas : And others place her in the 
time of Tarquin the laft King of Rome. Thefe laft found their opinion 
upon the fuppofal that it was fhe her felf that brought the books of her 
prophecies to that King, but this is no where faid. The ftory which they 
tell us of this matter is as followeth. 

While Tarquin the fecond of that name reigned at Rome, p there came 
a certain woman unto him of a foreign countrey, with nine books contain- 
ing the oracles of the Sibyls, which me offered to fell to him , demanding 
for them three hundred pieces of gold. But Tarquin refufmg to give that 
price for them, Ihe burnt three of the nine, and then offered him the re- 
maining fix at the fame price ; at which demand Ihe being thought to be out 
of her wits, was rejected with fcorn and laughter ; whereon fhe burnt three 
others of them, and then offering him the remaining three , perfifted frill 
to demand the fame price for thefe, as fhe firfl had for all the nine. At 
which ftrange procedure Tarquin being moved , and thinking that there 
might be fomething in it more than ordinary, fent for the Augurs to con- 
fult with them about it ; who on their examining into the matter told him, 
that they found by certain figns, that what he had defpifed was a divine 
gift ; that it was a great lofs and damage that he had not bought all the 
nine books that were hrft offered him, and therefore preffed him to give 
the woman for the remaining three the price which fhe asked: Whereon 
the money being paid, and the books delivered to T trquin , the woman 
gave him ftricl charge to keep them fafely, as containing oracles relating 
to the -future Hate of Rome; and after that fhe difappeared and was no 
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more fcen. Hereon Tarquin putting thefe books into a ftone coffer, laid 
them up in a vault under ground in the temple of Jupiter in the capitol* 
and appointed two of the principal of the nobility to have the keeping of 
them, with Ariel charge not to divulge them or fuffer any other belides 
themfelves to have the perufal of them, or on any occailon whatfoever as 
much as in the lead to look into them ; which was fo ftrictly required,, 
"5 that Marcus Attil'ms, one of the fit-It to whofe cuftody thefe books were 
committed, having given liberty to 'Petronius Sab inns to take a copy of 
thefe books, he was for this breach of his truft fown up in a fack and caft 
into the river ; which was a punifhment among the Romans that never elfe 
ufed to be inflicted fave only on parricides. After the diffolution of the 
regal power the commonwealth continued the fame regard to thefe books., 
and craftily made them a main engine of ftate in the enfuing government, 
for the quieting of the people in all difturbances that after happen'd among 
them. For whenever any great misfortune befel them, any prodigies ap- 
peared to fright them, or any other accident or occafion made a ruffle or 
diforder among the people, thefe books were ordered to be conl'Liked, 
and the keepers of them always brought forth fuch an anfwer as ferved 
the purpofe , and in many difficulties the governors of that Hate, helped 
themfelves this way: And therefore there was nothing among the Romans 
which they kept with a more ftricf and facred care than thefe books, that 
thereby the ufe of them might be made the better to anfwer the end de- 
figned. For they always chofe the keepers of them out of the chief of 
the nobility, affigned them this office for term of life, and exempted them 
from all the burthens of the ftate both military and civil, as men wholly 
confecrated to this one thing only. Thefe r at firft were only two, af- 
terwards they were augmented to ten, and after that again to fifteen* 
None were allowed to look into thefe books fave thefe only, and not 
they neither, but when on any exigency of the ftate they were ordered 
fo to do by a decree of the fenate. Thefe books f were thus carefully 
kept till the civil wars of Sylla and Marius ; when the capitol being ac- 
cidentally fet on fire and burnt down to the ground, thefe books were 
burnt with it. This happen'd while s Cornelius Sc'zp'zo AJtaticus and Caius 
Norbanus F/accus were confuls at Rome in the year before Chrijl eighty 
three. But feven years after the capitol being again rebuilt 1 Cams Scribo^ 
fiius Curio being then conful, made a motion in the fenate about the re~ 
ftoring the Sibylline oracles. The ufe of them for the purpofes above- 
mentioned having been found very beneficial to the commonwealth in cafes 
of publick difficulties, it was refolved by no means to be without them 
were it poffible they could be any way again retriev'd. And therefore the 
fenate having taken this matter into their confideration, and underftand- 
ing that there were none of thefe oracles then preferved at Ca«z^, where 
that Sibyl prophefied, whofe books were burnt ; but that there were £ome 
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of them at Erythra in Ionia, where Ihe- was born, "they fent thither 
T. Gabinius, M. Otacilim, and Lucius Valerius, three ambaftadors from 
their body to take copies of them, and bring them to Rome ; who having 
there gather'd together from the papers of feveral private perfons about 
a thoufand verfes in the Greek language pretended to be the prophecies 
and oracles of this and other Sibyls, came back with them to Rome ; and 
at the fame time " enquiry being alfo made at Samos, Ilium , and other 
cities in Greece, Sicily, Africa, and Italy for the like oracles and prophe- 
cies of the Sibyls, great numbers that pretended to be fuch were gotten 
together, and laid up in the capitol to fupply the place of thofe that were 
burnt. But there was this great difference between the Sibylline books 
that were burnt with the capitol, and thofe that were afterwards put in 
their place, that whereas the former having never been in any other hands 
than thofe to whofe cuftody they had been committed , were vulgarly 
known to none, it was otherwife as to the latter. For they having been 
in the hands of the vulgar in all places, where they were collected, before 
they were brought to Rome, were {till after that collection vulgarly known 
as before, and much more fo, becaufe the reputation which the Romans 
gave them by making this collection of them, made them the more to be 
enquired after, and the more to be difperfed ; whereby it came to pafs, 
that of all this collection laid up in the capitol there was fcarceany one 
prophecy or oracle, of which there were not copies in private hands ; and 
from them Virgil had that Sibylline prophecy of the coming of Cbrijt, and 
the reftoring of juftice, righteoufnefs, and blefTednefs to the world by him, 
which he hath fet forth in his fourth eclogue ; and from them came alfo 
the many other prophecies, which at this time went abroad of the fame 
import. But the ufe which the Romans propofed to make of thefe ora- 
cles being much defeated by their being thus vulgarly known, a law was 
made, w that all that had any copies of them fliould bring them in to the 
pretor of the city, and all were prohibited under pain of death to retain 
any of them. But notwithstanding many that had tranferipts of thefe 
oracles ftill privately keeping them in their hands, and their number in- 
creafing by new forgeries made of them, Auguftus on his taking on him 
the high-priefthood of Rome "revived the law; whereon fo many copies 
of thefe pretended prophecies being brought in, as amounted to a great 
multitude of volumes, he ordered them all ftrictly to be examined, and 
having burnt and deftroyed all that were difapproved, to the number above- 
mentioned, repofited the reft for the ufe of* the ftate. Thefe afterwards 
5 'Tiberius caufed to be examined over again, and burnt many more of 
them, preferving only fuch as were of moment, and found worthy of ap- 
probation for that fervice of the ftate for which they were originally in- 
tended. And to thefe as long as Rome remained heathen great recourfe 
was made ; for about this time on the coming of Chrift our Saviour, the 
great oracle of all truth, z all other oracles ceafmg, the Sibylline prophecies, 
and the Sortes Virgiliana, the Sortes Traneftina, with fome other like 
foolifh inventions for divinations, were the only oracles they had to con- 
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fult. And in this ufe thefe Sibylline prophecies continued till the year of 
our Lord 399, when they were utterly deftroyed. For not long before 
that time a a prophecy being given out by the heathen Romans, pretend- 
ed to be taken from the Sibylline writings , which imported that Teter 
having by magic founded the chriftian religion to laft for the term of 365- 
years only, it was at the end of this term wholly to vanifh and be no more 
profefled in the world, and this term expiring in the year of our Lord 
398, (for that was juft 365- years after ChriJFs afceniion into heaven, and 
the firft eftablilhing of the chriftian religion thereupon) Honorius the Ro- 
man Emperor taking the advantage hereof to convict thefe Writings of ma- 
nifeft forgery and impofture b ordered them all to be deftroyed, and ac- 
cordingly the next year after (that is in the year of our Lord 399) Stilico 
by virtue of a decree from him, burnt all thofe prophetick writings, and 
pulled down and utterly demolifhed the temple of Apollo, in which they 
were repofited. And c the fame year became fatal to many other heathen 
temples in Africa and elfewhere through the Roman empire. 

There is ftill preferved in eight books of Greek verfe, a collection of 
oracles pretended to be the Sibylline. This collection muft have been 
made between the year of our Lord 138, and the year 167. It could 
not be earlier, for therein d mention is made of the next fucceflbr of 
Adr ian, that is Antoninus Tim, who did not fuccecd him till the year 138. 
And it could not be later, becaufe Juftin Martyr in his writings feveral 
limes quotes it, and appeals to it, who did not outlive the year 167, being 
then put to death under the fourth perfecution. But whether this was 
a true collection of the oracles called Sibylline or a fictitious compofure 
made out of a pious fraud by fome Chriftian of the time, when it was 
firft publilhed, is a queftion among learned men. *Barouius y f Bifhop 
Mount ague of Norwich, and others, wouid have it to be genuine, that is, 
to contain a true collection of what was received among the heathens for 
the oracles of the Sibylls before Chrijl was born, but * moft look on it as 
the fpurious production of fome zealous Chriftian, who compiled it for the 
promoting of the intereft of the religion ,he profefled. For any one, fay 
they, that fhall with an unbyafled judgment perufe the book, will find there- 
in fuch an abftract of the hiftory and doctrines of the Old and New Tene- 
ment, as muft necelfarily make him conclude none but a Chriftian could 
write it, and in one place the compiler of it plainly h ackno wledgeth him- 
felf to be fo. Befides the whole myftery of ®ur falvation, the method 
whereby it was to be accompliihed, what belongs to the perfon of the 
Meffiah, and his ipiritual kingdom, his birth, crucifixion, refurrection, 
and afcenfion, are . all more explicitly, clearly and fully fpoken of in thefe 
pretended prophecies, than they are in any of the true and undoubted 
prophecies of the Old Teftament ; which is fufficient proof, that they 
were written after they were accompliflied ; it being by no means to be 
believed that God would reveal himfelf by heathen prophets to the hea- 
then nations more clearly, fully and explicitly, than he had by his own 
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true prophets to his own people. Befides the compiler of thefe prqphetick 
books 'lpeaks of Chrijfs reigning here upon earth, according to the no- 
tion of the Milleuarians, which plainly proves them to have been written 
after the origin of that herefy, which could not have being till after Chrijfs 
time; neither had it till the fecond century, when it was firfl introduced 
by c PaJ>ias Bifliop of Hierapolis in Tbrygia. Herein alfo is given a k fuc- 
ceffion of all the Roman Emperors from Julius Cafar to Antoninus Tins, 
and the time of his adopting M. Antoninus, and L. Verm, in fuch manner 
as manifestly flicws it to have been written rather as an hiftory of things 
pad than as a prophecy foretelling what was to come. And in the lame 
book the pretended prophetefs tells us, that ! fhe was wife to one of the 
three fons of Noah, and was with him in the Ark during the whole time 
of the deluge, and many other like particulars are contained therein, 
which favour all of fiction and impoflure. All this put together, .feems 
evidently to prove, that a great part of this book, inftead of containing 
a true collection of the oracles received for Sibylline among the heathen 
before Cbriji's time, is nothing more than the invention and impofture of 
the compiler. 

But on the other fide it is urged for the truth and genuinefs of this 
book, that it was appealed to by Jujlin Martyr, and many others of the 
ancient writers of the chriftian Church, as Athenagoras, Theophilus An- 
tiochenus, Tertnllian, the author of the apoftolical conftitutions, LaBantius, 
Eufebius, Jerom, Aujlin, &c. That m Clemens Alexandrinus, who lived in 
the fecond century, tells us, that Taul himfelf in his preaching to the 
Gentiles frequently referred to thefe oracles of the Sibyls ; that thefe con- 
tained in this collection are the fame that were received for fuch in the 
time of Cicero, which they fay appears by his mentioning the Acrojlichis 
which is now found in them ; .that Jofefhus in the firfl book of his anti- 
quities chap v. quotes the Sibylline oracle for the building of the tower of 
Babel, and the confufion of languages which followed thereupon, and 
that very quotation is found in the prefent book. 

To this it is replied, that Jujlin Martyr was a perfon of great credu- 
lity, who believed and laid hbld of every thing that he thought might 
make for the chriltian religion, whereof inftances have - been "above alrea- 
dy given ; and he haying appealed to this book of Sibylline oracles, all the 
reft of the ancients that did fo were led to it by his example ; that as to 
what Clemens faith of St. Taul's quoting the Sibyl, he could have this on- 
ly by tradition ; for there is nothing of it in the fcriptures : That for many 
years before the birth of Chrijl many prophecies went abroad under the 
name of Sibylls foretelling his coming ; and that it's poflible St. Taul might 
quote fome of thefe in his preachings to his heathens, is readily acknow- 
ledged : But this doth not prove thefe eight books which we now treat 
of to be a true and genuine collection of them. As to the Acrofticks, 
Cicero "indeed fays, the Sibylline oracles were written in fuch fort of verfes ; 
and that there are a certain number of Acrofticks ?in this collection, is 
acknowledged ; but thefe are of a different fort from the Acrofticks men- 
tioned by Cicero : For according to him the Acrofticks of the Sibylline 
oracles were fo written, that the letters of the firfl verfe of every fection 
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begun all the following verfes iit the fame order, ds they lay in that firl! 
verfe. As for example, fuppofmg the firft verfe to be that which begins 
Virgil's fourth, eclogue, 

Sicelides mufie paulomajora canamttSi 

to make the Acroflicks, which Cicero mentions, the letter (i) which is the 1 ! 
fecond letter mutt begin the fecond verfe, (c) which is the third letter the 
third verfe, (e) the fourth verfe, (1) the fifth verfe, and fo on to the end; 
and when all the letters of the firft verfe were thus exhaufted, fo as that the 
whole firft verfe might be read downward in the initial letters of the fol- 
lowing verfes, as well as forward in the firlr, there ended the fection. And 
then another verfe begun another fection ; and by the letters of it another 
Jlcroftichis was made in the fame manner as the former, and fo on through 
the whole volume. But the Acroflicks, which are in the prefent collect i- 
on, and are alluded to by ^Tertullian y and quoted by r the Emperor Con- 
jiantiue and * St. Anftin, are of another fort. For in them the letters of 
the firft verfe do not become the initial letters of the following verfes in 
manner as above-mentioned, but the letters of thefe Greek words, V5s 
Xe/<reV 0eS YioY 2«7>?f St^bV, are the initial letters in thefe Acroflicks. 
And the Englifli of thefe Greek words being Jefus Chrift the Son of God> 
the Saviour, the Crofs, and the fubflance of the acroftichal verfes, whofe 
initial letters make thefe words, being a fummary of the principal parts of 
the hiftory and doctrines of the gofpel, it is fcarce to be imagined that 
any one in his wits mould think thefe to have been the Acroflicks, which 
Cicero mentions, or to have been at all exiiting in Cicero's time. It is mofr. 
likely the compiler of this collection finding in Varro, T)ionyfius Halicar^ 
naffe/ts, Cicero, and other writers then extant, mention made of Acroflicks 
in the Sibylline oracles, invented thefe of purpofe to cloak the impoflure, 
which he was guilty of in the greater part of the book, and fo make the 
cheat the better go down by this imitation ; but he not hitting it exactly, 
the fraud inflead of being covered is detected thereby. As to the quota- 
tion of Jofephus concerning the tower of Babel, and the confufion of lan- 
guages at the building of it, it is acknowledged, that certain Verfes went 
about in Jofephm\ time under the name of the Sibyls, out of which Jo^ 
fephus quoted the paflage mention'd, and that this very paflage, tho' not 
in the fame words, is yet in fubflance in the third book of the collection, 
of the Sibylline oracles, which we now treat of. But this doth not prove 
all that collection to be genuine, and not, in a great part of it, the fpurious 
production of fome impoftor. But not to detain the reader with a long 
examination of all that hath been faid by learned men on this fubject, 
I fhall lay down what appears to me to be the whole truth of the matter 
in thefe following pofitions. 

I. The oracles of the Sibyls have from ancient times been in great 
reputation both among the Greeks and Latins. For lt Plato and "Arifiotle, 
as well as Varro, IDionyJIits of Halicamaffiis, and Livy make mention of 
them with great regard. But who, or how many thofe Sibyls were, or 
when or where they lived, various authors as to thefe particulars write 
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varioufly of them, and moft that they fay concerning them is manifeftly 
fable and fiction. 

II. How much foever they might pretend to the gift of prophecy, they 
could not have it by divine infpiration ; for moft of the oracles, that were 
produced from them, when confulted by the Romans, directed to fuch 
idolatrous w and abominable rites, as cannot without the greateit impiety 
be faid to come from God. 

HI. If therefore they ever had the power of foretelling things to come, 
they muft have received it from diabolical fpirits infpiring them therewith. 
For thefe had their oracles in many places among the heathen nations in 
the times preceding the birth of Chrift, and moft of them were delivered 
by women ; fo it was at e De/j>bos, and fo it was at Dodona, and fo in other 
places where temples were erected to the heathen deities. But the world 
having been always too fond of prophecies and predictions, this often gives 
advantage for the impofing of falfe pretences under thole names. We fee 
enough of this in the credit that Noftradamuss centuries, Nixon's prophe- 
cies, and other fuch delufions have in our times gotten among many, but 
it was much more fo in the heathen world. It hath been above-mention- 
ed, how Augujtus burnt two thoufand volumes of thefe pretended oracles, 
and how Tiberius afterwards deftroyed many more of them ; but notwith- 
ftanding this, like Hydra's heads, they grew and multiplied by being cut 
off, and down as low as the time of Zofimus, who lived in the fifth cen- 
tury, there were many collections of thefe oracles among the heathens even 
then, when heathenifm was almoft worn out. For x he tells us he had pe- 
rufed •sroi&ct? xqna-fim (riwctyuyd.^ i. e. many collections of oracles. And there 
is now fcarcc a nunnery beyond fea, in which one or other of the fillers 
doth not pretend to be infpived , and deliver oracles and prophecies de- 
termining the fates of kingdoms and ftates. Sometimes an enthufiaftick fpi- 
rit, fometimes hyfterical fits, but moftly pride and vanity lead them to thefe 
pretences, and moft likely the Sibyls had no better foundation for all 
thefe oracles of their's, that have obtained fo great a reputation in the 
world. 

IV. The ftory of the three books of the Sibyls fold to Tarquin, was 
all a cheat and a fraud devifed for the convenience of the ftate. Some tell 
it of y Tarquinius Superbus, and fome of 1 Tarquinius Trifcus ; but moft 
likely what is faid of it was done in the time of Numa, it being of a piece 
with all the reft that he did for the eftabliftiing of the Roman ftate. For 
he built it all upon fuperftition and impofture, a pretending the direction 
of the goddefs Egeria for all his inftitutions, thereby the better to make 
them go down with the people. And no doubt by a like device it was, 
that an unknown old woman brought from fome foreign place, was fuborn- 
ed to aft the part mentioned in the ftory, and to burn fix of the books 
thereby to give the greater value to the other three. And this artifice 
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fully anfwered the end intended ; for the confulting of thofe books, land 
the pretended anfwers from them, ferved very often for the quelling and 
compofing of many diforders and difturbances among the people, when 
nothing elfe could. The manner in which thefe oracles were laid to be 
given forth, b was by ecftafy and enchuiiaitick rage, under which the in- 
fpired gave forth their oracles without underftanding, or as much as know- 
ing what they faid. From hence Cicero c argues againft them, becaufe oi 
the Acrofticks, in which they were written ; for he rightly faith, that their 
being compofed in fuch a fort of verfes demonftrates them to be the pro- 
duct of art and contrivance, and not poffibly to come from fuch, as were 
in ecftacy, and befides thcml elves. 

V. None being ''allowed to infpect, or in the lea ft perufe the oracles of 
the Sibyls hi the capitol, that is, either thofe that were there laid up before 
the burning of that edifice in the time of Sy/la, or thofe that were there laid 
up after it, excepting the facred college only, to whole keeping they were 
committed ; the members of this college were thereby enabled, whenever 
the confulting of thefe oracles was decreed, to bring forth fuch an anfwer 
as would belt ferve the purpofe for which that decree was made. And this 
they always did, whether they found it in thefe oracles or not, and here- 
in lay the whole myltery of this matter, and we have feveral inftances 
wherein it was thus practifed. For when the great men of Rome had got- 
ten from 'Ptolemy Auletes King of Egypt all the money he could give for 
the procuring of his reftoration, when expell'd his kingdom, and they found 
it inconvenient for the ftate to do what they had promifed, they 6 procured 
an oracle to be brought forth from the Sibylline books to forbid the thing. 
And when Cafar had a mind to be declared King before he ihould begin 
his intended expedition againit the Tarthians, f he dealt with the keepers of 
thofe books to give out an oracle as from them, that the Tarthians could 
not be overcome but by a King; upon which occafion 8 Cicero thus writes, 
« Let us deal with the keepers of thofe books to bring forth any thing out 
« of them, rather than a King, which neither the gods nor men will hence- 
" forth bear at Rome" Which words plainly argue, that thofe books were 
made ufe of as an engin of ftate, out of which the keepers of them brought 
forth under the name of oracles fuch anfwers, as they themfelves contrived, 
ticcording as they thought they would beft ferve the end intended. 

VI. After the flrft books of the Sibylline, oracles, that had been laid up 
in the capitol at Rome, were burnt with it, and thereon fearch was made 
for the reftoring of them from other places, as is above-mentioned, abun- 
dance of prophecies under the name of the Sibyls, Were every where pro- 
duced ; and by reafon of the reputation given them by that fearch their number 
grew and multiplied, every one bringing forth whatsoever prophetick wri- 
tings he had by him, and publifhing them for the moft part under the name 
of fome Sibyl or other, the better to recommend them to acceptance, and 
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by thefc means for about eighty years before the birth of Chriji, the world 
became filled ; with prophecies of all forts. 

VII. Among thefe prophecies which then went about, there were fe- 
veral which foretold the coming of the MeJ/iah, and the greatnefs, blifs, 
and righteoufnefs of his kingdom. Two of thefe have been already men- 
tioned, that is that of VirgiUs fourth eclogue, and the other fpoken of by 
J alius Marathus, neither of which can admit a rational interpretation any 
other wife, than when applied to the MeJJiah. And it is particularly to be 
obferved of the prophecy fpoken of by Julius Marathus, that the words 
whereby it is related are k Regem populo Romano naturam parturire, i. e. 
That nature was about to bring forth a foil that ftmuld be King of the Ro- 
mans ; which phrafe expreffeth fomething more than ordinary both in the 
caufe and the effect, For here nature it felf, that is, the God of nature, 
is made the immediate caufe of the birth, and he muft be more than an 
ordinary perfon that was to be produced by fo extraordinary a generation. 
But both thefe prophecies fpeak of the birth of the MeJJiah in general, 
without naming in particular the people of whom he fhould be defcended, 
or the countrey where he Ihould be born. But there were other prophe- 
cies which determined both, and declared that he mould come out of 
Judaa, and for this we have the testimonies of Tacitus and Suetonius, two 
eminent Roman Hiftorians % the firft of which fpeaking of the time when 
Vefpafian waged war with the Jews, hath thefe words ; 1 A firm perfuafion 
had prevailed among a great many, that it was contained in the ancient fa- 
cer dotal books, that about this time it Jhould come to pajs, that the eaji Jhould 
prevail, and that thofe who floould come out of Judaea Jhould obtain the em- 
pire of the world. And Suetonius fpeaking of the fame time, faith as fol- 
loweth : m There had prevailed all over, the eaji an ancient and conftant no- 
tion, that the fates had decreed, that about that time there Jhould come out 
o/Juda;a thofe, who Jhould obtain the Empire of the world. The comple- 
tion of thofe prophecies is by both thefe ancient writers referred to the 
coming of ■Vefpafiau out of Judaa to the empire, which happen'd but a 
few years after the death of Chrif, and the beginning of his kingdom here 
on earth, to which they truly belonged. 

VIII. God having ordained that the coming of his fon ftiould by thefe 
prophecies be forefliewn to the heathens, and for fome time before his ap- 
pearing be proclaimed among them : This was accomplifhed by a twofold 
means, i ft , by the difperfion of the Jews among them, and z^, by the 
heathen oracles themfelves, which they ufed to confult. For 

IX. First, for feveral years before the birth of Christ : , not only 11 Simeon 
and Anna the prophetefs, but the whole nation of the Jews, were in ear- 
nest expectation of his coming, and of the redemption of IJrael by him. 
And this not only the hiftory of the Gofpel in many places tells us, but 
° Jofephus the Jew ijh hiftorian doth alfo attefl; the fame : For he tells us, 
that the expectation which the Jews for fome years before the deftru£tion 
of Jerufalem had of the arifing of a great King from among them, who 
Ihould have the empire of the whole world, was the true caufe which then 
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excited them to that war againft the Romans, in which that city, and the 
temple in it were utterly deftroyed : And Suetonius p faith the fame thing; 
The prophecies of 'Daniel and other prophets of the Old Teftament having 
not only fpoken of the righteoufnefs , glory and blifs of the kingdom of 
the Mcffiahs but determined his appearance to the very time when it hap- 
pen'd , gave jult reafon for this expectation ; and for above eighty years 
before Chrijt^s birth, the whole houfe of Ifrael were big hereof: For fo 
long *Anna the prophetefs being actuated by it, had attended at the tem- 
ple in faffing and prayer to wait his appearance ; and therefore for fo long 
time thefe prophecies, and the received interpretations of them* being 
much talked of through all Judaa with a view to the fpeedy completion of 
then*, efpecially after *Pompey had fubjected that countrey to the Roman 
yoak, from thence the fame manner of difCoUrfing of them, and the 
fame expectations of their being fpcedily aecomplilhed , became difFufed 
to all the Jews of the difperfions, wherever they were all the world over ; 
and great numbers of them being then fettled in Rome, and in the cities 
of Greece and the Lcffer AJia, as well as in other parts of the worlds they 
there frequently fpoke among their heathen neighbours of thefe prophecies^ 
and the expectations rhey then had of their fpeedy completion ; which be- 
ing often rumoured about among the heathen people in thofe places of the 
Jewijb difperfions, at length infenfibly grew into reputation, and Were re- 
ceived among them as if they had been prophecies from their own oracles : 
and they moil of them became ingrafted among the oracles of the Sibyls, 
as if they had come from them. And from hence moft of thofe prophc^ 
cies among the heathens, which in the times above mentioned predict ed the 
coming of a great King out oijudaa, whoihould in great power and glo- 
ry reign over the whole world, feem chiefly to have had their original : 
For this notion the Jews then had of the MeJJlah, and u ftill continues 
among them* 

X. But fecondly, another way of their being declared among tne near- 
thens, feems to be from the heathen oracles themfelves. Thus God forcer: 
Balaam r to prophefy of the coming of his fon out of Jacob ; thus he made 
5 the magians to come from the eaft to acknowledge and adore him, and 
thus he forced 1 the devils thenafelves, when caft forth by him, to own him 
to be the fon of God moft high ; and thus alfo moft probably the diaboli- 
cal fpirits, which prefided in the heathen oracles, were before their leaving 
thofe their habitations (which they were compelled to do before the ,'eom- 
ing of our Saviour) in like manner forced to proclaim him. And by thefe 
two means moft probably was it, .. that all the prophecies which before our 
Saviour's birth were fpread abroad among the heathens concerning him 
and his kingdom, whether they were thofe called Sibylline, or others, were 
all introduced among them, there not being, a third way whereby it could 
be done. 

XI. A collection being made of the predictions which had been received 
among the heathens for oracles of the Sibyls, and by fome heathen Greek 
digefted into a book of Greek verfes about the time of our Saviour, or st 
little before, and all thofe prophecies above mention'd relating tohim bav-* 
ing been found therein, this operated much to the advantage of chriftianity 
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in its earlieft times, fo as to prove of great efficacy for the converting of 
many thereto: And therefore Chriitians, in their dilputes with the heathens, 
often out of this book making ule of thofe oracles, and frequently appeal- 
ing to them for the proof of what they profefTed , they were from hence 
u called Sibyllifts. This book was afterwards, about the time of An- 
toninus Tius the Roman Emperor, interpolated with many additions by 
fome Chriftian, who was more zealous than either honeft or wife herein : 
For by thus adulterating the oracles truly received as Sibylline with thofe 
of his own invention , which were never heard of among the heathen be- 
fore, he deftroyed the authority of the whole, and the chriflian caufe was 
much damaged thereby. The book made up of this mixture I reckon is 
that which we now have : Several, for the fake of the many fpurious parti- 
culars which are manifeftly in it, think all the reft to be of the fame fort, 
and would therefore reject the whole. That the major part is juftly thus 
condemned I readily acknowledge, but cannot yield it for all the book. 
w Celfas, the greateft enemy that chriiHanity had among the ancients, chargeth 
the impofture no farther than upon the interpolations, neither will I. But 
to return to our hiftory. 
An. 13. ALEXANDER and Arifiobu lus, Herod's fons by Mariamne, having 
Herod on xhevc return from Rome lived three years at home with their father, * at 
ZS ' length fell grievoufly under his difpleafure. The young men in the heat 
of their youth let fall many rafh words, which expreffed their refentments 
for the death of their mother, with threats of revenge upon thofe who had 
been the authors of it ; at which Salome and 'Phcroras, who were the chief 
advifers of her execution, being alarmed, laid plots for the ruin of the two 
young men to prevent their own. In order whereto they took care that 
all the rafli words which thefe young men had at any' time indifcreetly 
bolted out on the fubjecl: of their mother's death, were all reprefented to 
Herod, as including threats againft himfelf ; and the more to enfnare them, 
frequent occafions were taken to provoke them -to fpeak out all the anger 
and indignation which they had conceived in their minds concerning this 
matter; which being carried to Herod With all the malicious glories and 
aggravations which the words' could admit * had all the effect which was 
intended, in exciting in him jealoufies againft thefe his two Tons, as if they 
were -hatching' ill defigns againft his pe^fony: 1 And therefore whereas hi- 
therto they had held the firft place among; his foris, as thofe who were de- 
figned next tofucceed in the kingdom on their father's' death, he brought 
Antipater another Ibh of his. to ; courts and- placed him 1 over their heads. 
This he did in order to humble the two brothers , -'and! bring them to a 
better temper, but it worked the quite contrary way, in provoking them 
to greater difcoments, and more;- intemperate language than before; of all 
which notice being conftantly Caffied j to' Hdrodi it farther exafperated him 
againft them, and Antij>ater, who was a very crafty as well as a very mali- 
cious .man; was not- wanting to- make the 'advantage of all this for his own 
intereft. This Ant if at er was Herod's elddft fen \fyTforii'\&s firft wife ; but 
lhe being divorced on his' marriage With Mariamne, her fon was bred up 
in private tilbhe.w-as 'brought to court on this occafiohj and when fixed 
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there, he foon brought his mother thither alfo; and from this time having 
the crown in his conftant view, he became the chief inllrument in procuring 
the deitrmftion of the two brothers, the better to fecure his fucceilion to 
it on his father's death. 

AG RITPA being y called to Rome, 1 Sent ins Saturnium and Titus 
Volumnius fucceeded him in the government of Syria and 'Phoenicia ; fomc 
would have Satuminm only to have been prefident of the province , and 
Volumnius no other than as legate, or elfe as Cafar's procurator under him ; 
but Jofephus fpeaks of him as in joint commiffion. But before Agri/pa de- 
parted ' Herod waited on him in AJia, carrying Antipater thither with him, 
whom he introduced to Agrippa's favour, and fent him to Rome with him, 
b where by virtue of recommendatory letters from his father, he got into 
the good grace of Auguftus, and many of the great men of Rome. But 
while thus abfent he ceafed not to carry on his plot again!! the two brothers, 
often b exciting Herod again!! them by his letters,, which he craftily wrote in 
a ftyle which concealing all manner of malice again!! the accufed, exprefTed 
only a concern for his father's fafety. 

AGRITTA on his return to Rome c was fent again 11 the 'Pafinouiaus, A n. 
who had revolted ; but on his coming again!! them, the rebels being fright- 
ed by the terrour of his name, fubmitted to fuch terms of peace as were 
required ; whereupon Agrippa returning fell lick in Campania, and there 
died. He was the chief favourite of Auguftus, and having married Julia, 
Auguftus's only daughter, Hiared with him in the government, and bore a 
great part of the burthen of it. On his death Auguftus Handing in need 
of another affiflant, d made choice, of Tiberius the fon of Livia by her for- 
mer husband, but very unwillingly, as knowing the man ; but for want of 
a better being neceflitated to fix on him, he gave him his daughter Julia, 
the widow of the deceafed, to wife, caufing him to divorce his former wife 
to make room for her. 

The breach between Herod and his fons by Mariamne Hill growing vvi- i r 
der and wider, by the means of thofe that did ill offices between them, it HeTO '' 
at length came to pafs that Herod being no longer able to bear them L , took ~~' 
them along with him into Italy, and made this voyage thither of purpofe 
to accufe them before Auguftus ; and having found him at Aquileia, he 
there brought the caufe before him. His charge again!! them was, that 
they carried themfelves undutifully and infolently towards him, and had 
formed defigns by poifon to take away his life. But of this laft charge, 
wherein lay the main of the accufation, nothing appearing but jealoufies 
and groundlefs fufpicions, Auguftus acquitted the young men, and having 
^reconciled their father to them , fent them all home made fully friends. 
Herod on his return to Jerufalem having called the people together in the 
temple, related to them the event of his journey ; and according to the 
power given to him by Auguftus, he named Antipater in the firft place 
to fucceed him in the kingdom, and next after him the fons of Ma- 
riamne. 
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a». 10. HE ROD after twelve years time f having finiflied his works at Straton\ 
" e > r ° d tower, and brought them all to thorough perfe&ion, he dedicated the place 
with great folemnity, and in complement to Auguftiu t from his name of 
Cafar called it Cafarea. He there made, by an artificial mole of great 
expence, an excellent port large enough for a great number of mips to ride 
fafely in, and the city which he there built was, next to Jerufalem, the 
largeft, the beft, and moll magnificent of all in that countrey ; and when 
Judtea fell under the Roman yoak, this was moftly made the feat s of the 
procurator who governed that province. After this h he built feveral other 
cities, as Antijpatris, Cypron and Thafa'elis : The firft he named from his 
father, the fecond from his mother, and the third from Thafa'el his bro- 
ther : And from him alfo he named a large tower, which he built at Jeru- 
falem of equal fize with that of Tharus new; Alexandria, calling it the tower 
of Thafa'el, of which mention hath been 1 already made. 
H- od The Jews of Ajia and Cyrene being opprefled by the heathen inhabitants 
i9 tr ° among whom they dwelt, and not permitted to live according to their own 
laws and religion, and the privileges formerly granted them in order here- 
to, k addrelTed themfelves to Augnjlus for relief in this grievance, and ob- 
tained from him an edicl: in their favour, whereby all was decreed for them 
that they defired. 

SAL O ME, Theroras, and Antipater 1 purfuing their plot againft the 
fons of Martamne, took care that fo many falfe Itories were carried to He- 
rod concerning them, and fuch ill representations of their conduct were 
from time to time, partly by their agents , and partly by themfelves conti- 
nually made unto him, that at length this caufed another open breach be- 
tween him and the two young Princes: For they had by thefe malicious 
artifices fo filled the old King's head .with jealoufies and fufpicions, that he 
could neither lleep by night, nor enjoy any quiet by day, for fear of thofe 
plots and defigns which hereby he was made believe thofe two brothers 
were framing againft him. To make difcovery of the imagin'd treafon he 
put all the confidents of the young Princes upon the rack, thereby to ex- 
tort a confeftion from them of what they knew nothing of. And the tor- 
ments making fome of them for the gaining of eafe fay any thing that 
might obtain it, falfe itories were delivered inftead of true confeflions, 
fome of which bearing hard upon Alexander, he was hereon call into pri- 
fon, and loaded with chains, and more perfons were put to the queftion 
to draw from them accufations againft him. Alexander by thefe practices 
againft him, being made defperate, fent four papers to his father, wherein, 
to create the old tyrant all the vexation and difturbance he was able, he 
made a confeflion of plots, and treafonable confpiracies, which were never 
as much as thought of, and named Theroras and Salome his brother and 
lifter, with Ttolemy and Sapinnim his two prime minifters, and many others 
of his chief confidents, as accomplices herein. This had the defigned effect, 
by creating the old tyrant more perplexity and vexation than ever any thing 
before : For being naturally of a very fufpicious temper, and the confeiouf- 
nefs of his tyrannical and oppreflive conduct in the government making 
him more fo, he fwallowed for truth all that Alexanders papers reprefented 
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to him ; whereon fufpe&ing every body, and trufting no body, he raged 
like a madman againft all , condemning fome to death , and tormenting 
others till they expired on the rack, becaufe they would not confefs what 
they knew nothing of; whereby having turned his palace into a ilaughter- 
houfe, and rilled it all over with confuiion and horror, he feemed to act as 
a madman, and one truly bereaved of his fenfes. 

While he was in this cafe vexing and tormenting himfelf and Others* An. h\ 
m Archelaiu King of Cappadocia, whofe daughter Alexander had married, Herod 
came to hi* court, and by the interpofal of his good offices brought all 3 °' 
things there again to rights. At his firft hearing of the charge againft >^/<*.x7z//- 
der\ he put on a feeming rage againft him that outdid that of Hcrod> threat- 
ening to take his daughter from him ; and vented himfelf in fuch other bit- 
ter expreffions againft him, as at length brought Herod Mo be his advocate, 
and with tears to plead with him for his fon, that his wife might not be 
taken from him. As foon as Archelam found Herod in this temper, he 
cavfie ferioufly to the matter, and by his wifdom and good addrefs ma- 
naged it fo, as to procure another reconciliation between Herod and his 
fons ; and hereon all jealoufies and fufpicions being laid alide on one party 
and all refentment and difcontent on the other, peace was again reftored 
to that diitrafted family. Herod was very fenfible of the great kindnefs 
Archelaus did him in extricating him out of fuch great difficulties, and 
therefore made him great prefents in acknowledgment of it; and on his 
return accompanied him in the journey as far as Antioch, where he recon- 
ciled him to Titus Volumn'ms the Roman governor of Syria, between whom 
and Archelaus there had been fome difference. This Archelaus n was grand- 
fon to that Archelaus who reigned in Egypt, and great-grandfon to him of 
the fame name that was general of Mithridates\ army in his wars with 
Sylla ; " Antony from High-prieft of Comana in Tontus made him King of 
Cappadocia, on the account of a criminal converfation he had with Glaphyra 
bis mother. 

After this Herod went to Rome to acquaint Augujius with what was done 
in this affair : For he having written to him of this fecond breach with his 
fons, and his letters accufed them of many high crimes and treafonable pra- 
ctices againft him, andprefled hard to have them brought to juftice, it was 
thought proper he fhould make this journey to give him an account of the 
reconciliation he had made with them. 

While he was thus abfent, "the thieves of ' Trachonitis taking the ad- 
vantage of it, returned to their old trade, and ravaged with their depre- 
dations all the parts of Judaa and Ccele-Syria that lay within their reach j 
which created Herod great trouble, and at length involved him in thofe 
difficulties with Auguftus as had like utterly to have excluded him his fa- 
vour, as will be hereafter related. It hath been above mentioned how He- 
rod having received from Augujius the provinces of Auranitis, Trachonitis 
and Batanaa, fet himfelf to fupprefs thofe thieves which from the mountains 
and caves of Tr~achonitis infefted all that countrey. This having fully ef- 
fected, he forced thofe free-booters to betake themfelves to the culture of 
their land for their fubfiftence ; but being foon weary of this courfe of life, 
on Herod's former going into Italy with his two fons to accufe them before 
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AugHftw, they took that opportunity to revolt from him, and return again 
to their ,old trade; but being quickly broken and reduced by the King's 
forces, forty of the ringleaders of them fled into Arabia Tetraa, where 
Syiiaiifi who governed all under Obodas King of that countrey, not only 
received them under his protection, but gave them alfo a ftrong fortrefs 
in that countrey called Reft a for their retreat and fafe habitation ; from 
whence, on Uerod\ laft going to Rome, they made inroads into Judaa and 
Cvk-SgnWa and miferably ravaged all thofe countries ; and Syllam, out of the 
hatred he bore toHenod, countenanced and protected them herein. The reafon 
of £y#$^f's hatred to Herod was, p Syll<cus would have married Salome He- 
rod's fil\ex, and he had gained her confent hereto ; but Herod requiring 
that he ;feQuld foil turn Jew, and Syllaus not daring fo to do for fear, as 
he faid, lelt the Arabians mould Hone him to death for it on his return, 
this, broke off the match, and q Herod forced Salome to marry Alexas a 
confident of his ; at which Syllaus contracting a great hatred againft He- 
rod, exprefled it on all occafions, till at length in the purfuit of it he pro- 
cured his own ruin, as will be hereafter related. This was the fame Syl- 
laus, who having undertaken to be guide to Ailius Gallus in his march 
into the fouthern parts of Arabia betrayed him in all that expedition, and 
made it wholly mifcarry thereby, as hath been above related. 

HERQD on his return finding his countrey much difturbed and da- 
maged hy thefe Trachonite thieves, 1 applied himfelf immediately to redrefs 
the mifchief by puniflung the authors of it. But not being able to come 
at them by reafon of the protection given them in Arabia by Syllaus, he 
refolved to revenge the wrong on thofe that were related to them : And 
therefore paffing into Trachonitis, and fearching thorough the whole coun- 
trey, he put all to death whom he found there of the families and kindred 
of any of thofe who were at Repta, by which thofe thieves being exceed- 
ingly exafperated, they in revenge hereof renewed their inroads in a defpe- 
rate manner, and damaged the countrey more than ever before. 

The Tontifices at Rome 5 having for thirty fix years, from the time that 
Julius Cafar reformed the Roman kalendar, made every third year a leap 
year inflead of every fourth, by this error three days, were now added to 
the Romw year more than mould be ; which being obferved, Auguftus this 
year as High-prieft rectified the miftake ; and for the bringing of all to 
rights, order'd firft that for the twelve enfuing years no leap year Ihould 
be at all ; and fecondly,. that after the expiration of the faid twelve years, 
the leap years Ihould thenceforth be made every fourth year ; by the firlt 
part of which order the three fuperadded days being flung out, and by the 
fecond the leap years fixed to their true times according to Julius Cafar's 
inflitution, the form of this year hath ever fince regularly proceeded, and 
is under the name of the old Ityle ftill in ufe among us even to this day, 
as hath been already 1 above mentioned. At the fame time that Auguftm 
' made this reformation, " a decree paffed the fenate and people of Rome, that 
the month hitherto- called Sextilis, Ihould thenceforth from his name be 
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called Auguftus, and fo it hath been ever fince in the Roman kalendar, and 
all others that are formed from it. 

The re-edifying the temple of Jerufalem by Herod being finiflied at the 
end of nine years and an half from his firft beginning of the building, w he 
celebrated with great pomp and expence the dedication of it, and the day 
appointed for it falling in with the day of the year when he firft received 
the crown, this augmented the folemnity. And it was very proper and re- 
quifite that this houfe fhould be thus repaired and fitted up in its beft drefs, 
when he that was Lord thereof was coining to it : For within lefs than four 
years after this Chrifl was born. 

Th 1 s year died * Horace the poet* and >' Maecenas his great patron, who 
next Agrippa was the greatcft favourite of Auguftus, and was always a true 
and faithful counfellor to him. 

H E ROD being Hill vexed by the Trachonite thieves, who had taken An. 7. 
flicker in Arabia., 2 applied to Satuminus and Volumnitts the Roman gover- ^ erod 
nors of Syria, with complaint againft Syllatts for his protecting of them ; and 
at the fame time commenced a fuit againfl him before the faid governors 
for a debt of fixty talents, which Syllaus had borrowed of him for the fer- 
vice of King Obodas. To make anfwer to all this Syllabus was forced to 
appear at Berytus before the faid governors ; and there, on Herod's hav- 
ing made good his allegations againfl: him, to Have off farther proceedings 
at that time, he bound himfelf by oath within thirty days to pay the faid 
debt, and deliver up all fugitives to Herod that were within the dominions of 
Obodas. But a when the day came he performed neither of thefe engage- 
ments, but went away to Rome: Whereon Herod applied again to Satur- 
mnus and Volumuius, and having obtained their licence to right himfelf by 
arms, marched into Arabia with an army, and deflroyed Repta, the neft of 
thofe thieves, and flew as many of them as there fell into his hands. While 
he was doing this, one Nacebus an Arabian captain coming to the afliftance 
of thofe thieves, Herod gave him battel, and in the conflict flew him with 
five and twenty of his men, and put the red to flight. And after having 
thus revenged himfelf of thofe thieves and their abetters, he marched 
back again without doing any hurt to the countrey ; and on his return 
placed three thoufand Idnmaans in Trachonitis to keep the thieves of that 
countrey from any more exerciiing their ufual depredations. Syllaus at 
Rome having received an account of all this b immediately went to Auguftus 
with a lamentable account, exceedingly magnifying the matter, as fetting 
forth beyond all truth that Herod had invaded Arabia with a great army* 
ravaged and ruined the countrey, pillaged Repta of a vaft treafure there 
laid up, and flain two thoufand five hundred Arabians of the firft rank* 
and with them Nacebus their general, his friend and kinfman ; at which 
Auguftus being exceedingly offended, wrote Herod a very fliarp letter, and 
for fome time on this account Herod was abfolutely out of his favour, till 
at length he became informed of the exact truth of the matter. 
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In the interim c die&Obodas King of the Nabathaan Arabs, being poi- 
foned by Syllaus. He had laid the plot for his death before he left Ara- 
bia, and his whole bufinefs at Rome was to make an intereft with Augujlus 
for the fucceflion when the avoidance fhould happen. But the Kabathx- 
ans without making any application to Augujlus for a new King, or wait- 
ing his pleafure at all about it, immediately placed on the throne of the 
deceafed one Mneas, who afterwards by a name very common among the 
Arabian Kings was called Hareth, in Greek Aretas. The countrey where 
he reigned was Arabia Tetraa, fo called from Tetra the Metropolis, and 
the inhabitants being defcended from Nebaioth, A one of the fons of IJk- 
mael, were from him named Nabathaans. 

"DIONTSIVS of Halicarnajfus this year began to write his Roman 
hiftory. He continued it down in twenty books to the time of the firft 
Tunic war, and there ended it where Tolybius begun ; but of thefe twenty 
books only eleven now remain, the reft being loft. It is written in Greeki 
and is the fulleft and moft accurate of all that have been written of the 
Roman affairs. He came to Rome twenty two years before he begun the 
corhpofure of this book, a great part of which time he fpent in collecting 
materials for it. 

An. 6. TIBERIVS the fon-in-law of Augujlus on fome difcontent, for which 
Herod various caufes ate given by hittorians, f left Rome, and retired to Rhodes, 
3Z " on pretence of improving himfelf in that place by his ftudies, where he 
Continued about feven years in a private life. He had a great difficulty in 
the obtaining of Augujlus's confent for this retirement, but greater after- 
wards to gain his permiffion to return. 

HE ROT) sat this time was involved in great perplexities; his quarrel 
with the fons of Mariamne again revived, and at the fame time being out 
of favour with Augujlus on the account of SyUaus's information, the Tra- 
chonites taking the advantage hereof in conjunction with the Arabians 
overpowered Herod's Idumaan guards which he had placed in that coun- 
trey, and begun again their ufual depredations. And Herod' durft not 
right himfelf on them, for fear of farther difpleafing of Augujlus. To re- 
move the prejudices which Augujlus had conceived againft him, he had 
fent two embaflies to Rome, but neither of them could obtain an audience 
from him : Of which thefe thieves having an account, were encouraged 
thereby to carry farther on their ravages againft him ; which at length grow- 
ing to that height of oppreflion as to be no longer bom, he refolved to 
make trial of a third embafly, and employed Nicolans T>amajcenus here- 
in. On his arrival at Rome, being informed how much Augujlus was pre- 
pofleffed with Sy Hans' s information againft Herod, he durft not dire&Iy 
apply to him about that matter. But finding there ambailadors from the 
Nabathaans, he joined with them as their advocate, purpofmg in the plead- 
ing of their caufe to bring in that of Herod's by the by, and thus by a fide 
wind to come at the clearing of what was alledged againft him. Thefe 
ambafladors were then at Rome on a two-fold account ; the firft to com- 
pliment Augujlus from their new King, and the fecond to accufe Syllaus 
of the poifoning of Obodas, and many other crimes which they had to ob- 
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jecf againft him. As to the firft part of their commiffion Auguftus would 
give them no audience, tho' they brought very fubmiflive letters from 
Aretas, and very valuable prefents, being much difpleafed with him in that 
he had entered on the government without his confent. But as to the 
orher part, that is, their accufation againft Syttaus, he appointed them 
a day for the hearing of it. In the management of which caufe Nicolam 
being the chief fpeaker, after having laid open his other crimes, which 
were very many, he at length charged him with being guilty of a great 
affront upon Anguftus himfelf, by audacioufly impofing on him lyes and 
calumnies ; and ihftanced in the account which he had given of the action 
of Herod againft the Trachonites at Repta, which he averred was all falfe 
from one end to the other : At which Auguftus being ftartled, bid him 
make out that, waving all other particulars; which Nicolam having done 
by laying before him the whole truth of the matter as above related, and 
SylUm then prefent and confronted, not being able to contradict any one 
point hereof, Auguftus gave fentence againft him, that he mould be car- 
ried back into Arabia, and made pay 11 his debt to Herod, and after that 
be put to death; which was accordingly executed upon him, he being be- 
headed at Rome, as 1 Strabo, who lived in thofe times, afTures us. Jofe- 
■phus k tells us that when he was carried back into Arabia, he there refuted 
to do any thing of what he had been enjoined by Anguftus, and therefore 
being hereof accufed by Antipater in the behalf of Herod his father, he 
was ordered to be again brought to Rdme> and then moft likely was it 
that he was put to death in the manner as Strabo relates. 

AVGDSTDS being hereby 'again reconciled to Herod, was grieved 
that he had given fo much of his ear to Syllaus's falfe accufations againft 
him. And therefore to make amends, he had thought of expelling Aretas 
out of the kingdom of the Nabathaans, which he had taken pofleilion of 
without his confent and giving it to Herod; but while he was thinking of 
it, letters were delivered to him from Herod whidh made him alter his 
purpofe. For Antipater, Salome, and Theroras continuing ftill to carry 
on their former plot againft the fons of Mariamne for the reafons already 
mentioned, 1 they filled the old King's head fo full of jealoufies, fufpicions, 
and falfe accufations againft them, and thereby fo thoroughly poflefted him 
of their being in a confpiracy againft his life, that although nothing was 
proved againft them but their intention of making their efcape from him 
into fome other countrey, where they might live out of the reach of his 
tyrannical cruelty, yet on the proof of this one particular only, believing 
all the reft, he. refolved on their deftrucf ion, and wrote to Auguftus for the 
obtaining of his leave accordingly to proceed againft them, fetting forth to 
him all that he had to lay to their charge ; and he fent Votumnins his Marihal 
de Camp, and Olympus another of his friends, to Rome with his letters, 
wherein all this was contained, giving them in direction, that in cafe they 
found Anguftus by the means of Nicolam^ embafly r.econciled J to him> 
then to - deliver the letters, but not otherwife. And therefore ort their 
arrival finding that all was again fet right with Auguftus, they prefehied 



k This-debt Jofephus-xvi. 13. faith was no more t]ien Jixty talents, Nk«!aus inhisffeeth-to Au- 
guftus lays it at five hundred talents ; the firjt perchanee was the debt, and the other the forfeiture fif the 
obligathn. 'Strabo lib. 16. p. 782. * Antiq. lib. 17. cap. 4'. ijdfephus antiq.' lib, i<5. 
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him the letters; which being full of inveftives and bitter expreffions againft 
his fons, Augu/ins on the perufal of them, considering his age and preient 
misfortunes about his children, thought it not proper in thefe chcumftapces 
to burden him with the care of another kingdom; and therefore retract- 
ing his refolutions as to this matter, he fent for the Nabathaan ambaffadors, 
accepted their prefents, and confirmed Aretas in his kingdom. However 
he wrote a kind letter to Herod, wherein having condoled his misfortune 
as to his fons, he gave him full liberty and power to proceed againft them 
according as their crime mould be found to deferve, advifing him to call 
a council at Berytus, and there with the affiftance of the governors of the 
neighbouring provinces, together with Archelaus King of Cappadocia, and 
other friends and perfons of honour, to hear and finally determine the 
whole matter. Herod being much pleafed with this letter, immediately 
m fummoned a council to meet at the place mentioned, calling thither to 
it Saturritnus and Volumnius governors of Syria, and all others whom Au- 
guftuss letter directed him to, excepting only Archelaus King of Cappa- 
dociai- who being father-in-law to Alexander, was thought by Herod too 
much engaged by that relation to be an impartial judge in this matter. The 
council being fate, Herod accufed his fons before them with that vehe- 
mence, and laid fo many things to their charge, that the majority being 
overborn thereby, parted fentence of condemnation againft them, and left 
it to Herod to execute it as he ihould think fit; whereon fending them 
to Sebafie, he caufed them there both to be ftrangled. And thus ended 
the life of thefe unfortunate brothers, who by too much expreffing their 
refentments for their mother's death , provoked thofe who had been the 
chief authors of it at length by like artifices to procure theirs. In which 
tragedy Salome the .fifter of Herod acted the chiefeft part ; who being 
a very crafty ,and malicious woman feldom flood out where any mifchief 
was to be done. She governed her felf chiefly by Herod's inclinations, and 
whatsoever wicked purpofes ihe found him intent upon, Ihe humoured 
him, and always concurred with him therein, and by thefe wicked means 
Ihe conftantly maintained her intereft with that bloody tyrant, and had the 
firft place in his favour and confidence as long as he lived. 

At this time Zacharias faw the vifion in the temple, of which we have 
an account in the firft chapter of St. Luke, as he there officiated in his 
courfe. . For the fuller underftanding hereof, it is to be obferved, that the 
priefts according n to 'David's inftitution being divided into twenty four 
-courfes, ° each courfe attended at Jerufalcm its week ; and every courfe 
being divided into feven claffes, each clafs ferved its day at the temple; 
and each prieft of that clafs had his part in the fervice appointed him ?by 
lot ; and therefore Zacharias being of the courfe of Abiah came up to Je- 
rtifalem in the week of his courfe, thereto officiate with the others of it 
in his office; and when the day of his fervice came, his lot was to offer 
incenfe upon the altar of incenfe in the holy place ; and while he was 
officiating in that fervice, the angel Gabriel appeared to him, and foretold 
to him the birth of his fon John the Baptijl, and of the miniftry on which 
he ftiouldbe lent, whereof we have the hiftory in the faid firft chapter of 
St. Luke. 



m Jorephus antiq, lib. 16. cap. 17. » 2 Chron. xxiv. ° See Lightfoot'i temple fervice 

chap: Vi. ; V See t/ightfootV temple fervice chap. ix. 
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The fons of Mariamne being dead, and Antipdter having nothing now An. f. 
that Hood in his way to the crown but the life of Herodj to get rid of him ^ etod 
'Was. the thing next in defign; in order Whereto Antipater r entered into 3 " 
a confpiracy with Theroras, and others, for the difpatching of him by poi-^ 
fon : For Theroras, though he had always found Herod a kind brother to 
him, was at this time very much out with him on the account of his wife 
which he had lately married. On the death of his former wife, Herod 
f offered him one of his daughters which he had by Mariamne ; but he be- 
ing deeply fmitten with the love of a maid fervant in his houfe married 
her, and rejected for her fake the King's daughter ; whereon fhe was given 
to Thafael the fon of Thajae/ Herod's elder brother. However Herod after 
fome time to make up the difference 'offered him the other daughter, 
which he had by Mariamne, and TherOras to avoid abfolutely breaking 
With him confented hereto, and bound himfelf by an oath to folemnize the 
marriage within a month ; but at the month's end he refufed to perform 
his engagement* not finding in his heart to put away the wife he had late- 
ly married, fo much he doted upon her ; this widening the breach be- 
tween the two brothers, Antipater took the advantage hereof to engage 
Theroras in his defigns. And there was another occafion which did fet 
thefft farther at difference ; about this time 'the whole nation of the Jews 
being called upon to fwear allegiance to Augnftus and the King, the Tha* 
tifies to the number of above feven thoufand perfons refufed the oath in 
the fame manner "as they had done before, upon a notion that it was againft 
their Jaw to yield allegiance to any Prince w that was not of the itock of 
Ifl-ael. Hereon x Herod impofed a fine upon them for the punimment of 
the contumacy ; this Theroras's wife out' of the zeal /he had for that fecD 
x paid all down- for them ; in requital hereto, thofe men (who by falfe pre- 
tences had gotten among the vulgar the opinion of a prophetick fpirk) 
gave out, that God had determined the transferring of the kingdom from 
the fine of Herod to TherOras and his iftue by this woman, which occafi- 
oned fome feditious difcourfes and practices among the people : Of which 
Herod having gotten information chiefly by the means of Salome, feveral 
of the Tharifees were taken up upon it, and put to death. Herod hereon 
calling a council of his friends, did therein fet forth all this matter, and 
Charging the original of the Whole of it upon Theroras 's wife, command- 
ed him to pat her away, telling him, that he muff either difown that wo- 
«Mn for a wife, or never more expeci to' be owned by him as a brother. 
To this Thet&as anfwered, that nothing mould ever make him renounce 
tils' beloved waft! ; that he would rather die than live without her. Herod 
grievoufly refenting this-anfwer, forbad Theroras his houfe, and command- 
ed Antipaeer, IZoris his- mother, and all the reft of his family, to have no 
more converfation or corefpondence with him or his wife ; which as much 
angering Theroras as Herod was angered againft him, he ftruck in the clofer 
With Anti]>ater in his worft defigns, and y made himfelf a party with him 
in the plot to poifon the old King; and that both of them might be out 
of the way when it mould be executed,, thereby the better to avoid being 



q Jofephus antiq, lib. 17. cap. 1. r Jofephus antiq, lib. 17. cap. 3. & 6. 

fjofephus antiqw lib. 16. cap. 11. * Jofephus ibid. jofephus antiq. lib. 17. cap. 3. 

"Jofephus-antiq. lib. if. cap. 13. See above under tlie year 20. 11 Deuteronomy xxvii. 15-. 
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iufpecrcd of it, Autipater z procured to be called to Rome, there to attend 
upon slitgujlus, and ' Theroras gladly laid hold of the commands laid upon 
him by Herod to retire to his tetrarchy, fu- earing never more to return as 
long as Herod Ihould live, and he made his oath good : For altho' Herod, in a 
'iieknefs which a little after befel him,Tent earneltly to fpeak withhim,he would 
not come at him. Bur not withstanding a little after Theroras falling fick, Herod 
made him a kind viixt, and with great tendernefs lamented his cafe, which 
foon after gtevy fo bad he died of it. After his death b two of his freed 
men made heavy complaint to Herod that he had been poifoned by his wife. 
Herod on his making ihici enquiry, and putting feveral to the torture, at 
length came hereby to the difcovery of the plot which was. laid againft him- 
lelf by Autipatcr, Theroras, and. others, to take him off by poifon. This 
poifon one Antiphilus, a friend of Antipater\, had got prepared at Alex- 
andria by a brother of his that there pracnTed phyfick, and from thence 
brought it to Jerufalem, and there delivered it to Theudion the brother of 
Doris, Antipater's mother, who fent it by a freed man of Antipater's to 
Theroras, who had undertaken to get it to be given to Herod ; and he de- 
livered it to his wife to lay up, till there Ihould be an opportunity of exe- 
cuting what was intended by it. All which being made out by clear evi- 
dence, Herod fent for Theroras's wife, who confeffed the whole, acknow- 
ledging that Ihe had the poifon delivered to her to keep, but that Thero- 
ras repenting of the plot on Herod's kind viliting of him in his laii ficknefs, 
ordered her to fetch the poifon, and call into the fire before his face, and 
that flie accordingly did fo, excepting only that flie referved a fmall part 
for her felf to make ufe of it if there Ihould be occafion. Hereby it was 
clearly made out that Antipater having procured the death of his two bro- 
thers to make his way to the crown, had now for the fame end laid a moft 
wicked plot for the poiloning of his father. 

While this was a doing in Judaea the temple of J amis was lhut up at 
Rome. Their ufage was to lay open its gates in the time of war, and to 
fliut them up in times of peace. They had been lhut only five times fince 
the full building of Rome. The firft c time was in. the reign of Numa ; the 
d fecond after the end of the firit Tunic war ; the c third after Augujius had 
vanquifhed Antony and Cleopatra, and reduced thereby the whole Roman, 
empire to a quiet fubmilTion to him, which happen'd in the year before 
Cbrisl twenty nine; the f fourth time four years after, that is, in the 15 th 
year before Cbrijt, on Augttflus's return from the war which he had with the 
Cantabrians in Spain ; and the fifth time s was in this year under the reign 
of the fame Augujius : For at this time there was a general peace all over 
the world, and it continued for twelve years together, which was a pro- 
per prelude for ulhering in his coming, who was the Prince of peace, Chrijl 
our Lord. 

Fo iv in h the fixth month after the Angel Gabriel had appeared to Za- 
charias in the temple, he was fent to Nazareth a city of Galilee to Mary 
a virgin of the houfe of T>a-uid, lately efpoufed to Jofeph of the fame li- 



* Jofephus antiq. lib. 17. cap. 4. 1 Jofephus antiq. lib. 17. cap. f. 

b jofephus antiq. lib. 17. cap. 6. c Livius lib. 1. Plutarchus in Numa. 

<i Livitis & Plutarchus ibid. Velleius Paterculus lib. a. cap. 38. Florus lib. 2. cap. 3. 

« Velleins Paterculus ibid. Dion Caffius lib. ji. p. 45-7. Plutarchus in Numa. 
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neage* to declare to her the good tidings* that of her was to be born the 
Son of God ; whereon ! being over-ftiadowed by the Holy Ghoft, fhe con- 
ceived thereby, and at the end of this year Chriji the Saviour of the world 
was born of her. 

AV G VSTV S k having ifliied out a decree for the taking of a defcrip- 
tion or furvey of the whole Roman empire, fuch as mould contain an ac- 
count of all the perfons, poffeffions, and eftates therein, and the taxes if 
fuable from them, it was this year executed mjudxa, in the manner as 
St. Luke in his Gofpel relates. Such an account ufed to be taken of the 
citizens of Rome every fifth year, and they had officers of purpofe appoint- 
ed for it called cenfors. Their bufinefs was 1 to take an account, and make 
a regiftration of all the Roman citizens, their wives and children, with the 
age, qualities, trades, offices, and eftates real and perfonal of all of them. 
Augujtus firft extended this to the provinces ; and m three times during his 
reign he caufed the like defcription to be made of all the provinces of the 
Roman empire. The firft was in the year when he himfelf was the fixth 
time, and M. Agrippa the fecond time confuls, that is, in the year before 
the chriftian aera^8. The fecond time in the confullhip of C. MarciusCen- 
Jbrintts and C. AJinius Gallus, that is, in the year before the chriftian ffira 8. 
And the laft time in the confullhip of Sextus Tompe'ius Nepos, and Sextus 
Apuleins Nepos, that is, in the year of the chriftian aera 14. In n the firft 
and laft time he executed this with the afliftance of a collegue ; but the fe- 
cond time he did it by himfelf alone , and this is the defcription which 
St. Luke refers to. The decree concerning it, ilTued out the year I have men- 
tioned, that is, in the eighth year before the chriftian cera ; which was three 
years before that in which Christ was born : So long had the taking of this 
defcription or furvey been carrying on through Syria, Ccele-Syria, Thuenicia, 
and Judata, before it came to Bethlehem; and when it came thither, Jofeph 
0 and Mary his wife were called from Nazareth in Galilee, the place of their 
habitation, to this city of Bethlehem , the city of Da vid, to which as being 
of the houfe and lineage of "David they did originally belong ; that there, as 
citizens of that place, they, their circumftances and eftates might be de- 
fcribed and regifter'd among thofe who were of the fame houfe and family 
wich them ; and while on this occafion they tarried, there was it that Mary 
was delivered, and the promifed feed Chriji our Lord, by whom the world 
was to be faved, was then born of her in that place, in the manner as in 
the Gofpels is related. That we allow three years for the execution of 
this decree can give no juft reafon for exception : For fuppofing the exe- 
cution of it in every province of the Roman empire to have been commit- 
ted to the governor of it, (and that it was fo in Syria to Sentius Saturni- 
nus the Roman prefident of it, p Tertullian doth atteft) to carry this work 
thro' all the countries that made up the province of Syria, that is, through 
Syria, Ccele-Syria, 'Phoenicia, an&Judaa, three years time was little enough 
for it. Joab was 1 nine months and twenty days in taking an account only 



i Luke i. 35-. k Luke ii. 1, 2. 1 Cenforis officium erat omnia patrimonii, digni- 

tatis, statis, artium, officiorumque difcrimina in tabulas referre. L.FIorus lib. 1. cap. 6. Cen- 
fores populi, aivitates, foboles, familias, pecuniafquc ceniento, Cicero de legibus lib. 3. 

m Suetonius in O&avio cap. 27. Monumentum Ancyranum quod extat in notis Cafauboni 
ad Suetonium in Grutero & in Leunclavii pandedis Turcicis. u Suetonius ibid. 

0 Luke ii. 4. p Adverfus Marcionem lib. 4. cap. 19. 
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of r ten of the tribes of 1/i ael, and of no more in them than c of the men 
that were fit for the wars. But the account taken by the decree of Au- 
gnjius at the time of our Saviours birth extended to all manner of perfons, 
and alfo to their poffeffions, eltates, qualities,, and other circumftances. 
And when a defcription and furvey like this laft mention'd was ordered 
by tVilliatn the Conqueror to be taken for England only, I mean that of 
the dome's-day book, it was u fix years in making, and the Roman province 
of Syria was much more than twice as big as all England. But although 
this defcription or furvey was at this time made for Judaa^ and every man's 
cftate eftimated and valued according as ufed to be done by the Romans 
for the laying of their taxes , yet no payment of any tax was there made 
upon it till the twelfth year after : Till then Herod, and after him Arche- 
laus his fon reigning in Judaa, no taxes were then paid by the Jews of 
that countrey, but to thefe Princes only ; but when in the faid twelfth year 
ArchelaM was depofed, and Judaa put under the command and govern- 
ment or a Roman procurator, then firil were taxes paid the Romans for 
that countrey, 'PubLius Sulpitius §)uirinius, who in Greek is called Cyre- 
. nius, being at that time governor, that is prefident of Syria. If it be asked 
for what reafon then was this furvey or defcription of Jndaa made, if no 
taxes were then to be paid upon it ? The anfwer is, Augnjlus was then nt 
work on the compofure of a book containing fuch a furvey and defcription 
of the whole Roman empire, as that which our dome's-day book doth for 
England. In order whereto his decree for this furvey or defcription we 
now treat of, was made to extend to the depending kingdoms as well as 
to the provinces of the empire, that fo he might have a full account of 
both for the thorough compleating of this work ; however taxes were by 
the people of the provinces only paid to the Romans, and thofe of the de- 
pendent kingdoms to their own proper Princes. What tributes the Roman 
Emperors had from thefe dependent kingdoms was from the Princes of 
them, not from the people : The people paid their taxes to their Princes, 
and the Princes their tribute to the Roman Emperors. Of the book which 
Auguftus made out of the furveys and defcriptions which were at this time 
returned to him out of every province and depending kingdom of the 
Roman empire, " Tacitus, w Suetonius , and *T)ion CaJJhis make mention, 
and reprefent it to be very near of the fame nature with our dome's-day 
book above mentioned. Putting all this together, the fum and feries of 
this matter appears to be as followeth. Auguftus three years before the 
birth of Chrifl iffued out a decree for the making of a general furvey or 
defcription of the whole Roman empire, and of every province and depend- 
ing ft ate and kingdom in it , and committed it to the care of the gover- 
nor of each province to have it executed ; and Sentius Saturniuns being 



* For Levi and Benjamin were not number , d, i Chron. xxi. 6. s 2 Sam. xxiv. 9. 1 Chron. 

xxi. S- 1 I f was begun in the 14 th year of King William the Conqueror, and not finijhed tilt 

./4(20*. See SpelmanV Gloflary under the word Domefdei. "Hill. lib. 1. cap. 11. ibi 

dicit in hoc libello. Opes publicac continebantur, quantum civium fociorumque in armis, quot 
clafles, regna, provincial, tributa aut ve&igalia & neceflitates & largitiones. 

w In OQavio cap. 101. ubi hsec habet. Auguftus de tribus voluminibus port fe reli£Hs tertio 
complexus eft breviarium totius Imperii, quantum militum fub fignis ubique eifet, quantum pe- 
cuniae 'in :erario, & fifcis, & ve&igalium refiduis. x lib. y6. p. 5-91. ubi dicit. Tenuis 
liber ftrmmam militum, reddituum, impendiorum, publicorum pecunix in thefauris, aliaque id 
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then prefident of Syria, was charged with it for that province, and the de- 
pending kingdoms, ftates and tetrarchies that were within it ; who having 
carried it on through all other parts of his province, three years after the 
date of thefaid decree, executed it at Bethlehem, at the time when Cb'rift 
was there born. But then though the furvey and defcription v\ as, made 
for Judaa, as well for all other parts of that province, and every man s pof- 
feflions there were eftimated and valued, yet no tax was there laid or levied 
according to the valuation till the depoilng of Archelam, and the reducing 
of Jndaa under the Roman government in the twelfth year after, w hen Cy- 
?*enius was governor of Syria ; fo that there were two diftinct parti- 
cular actions in this matter, done at two dillincf and different times, 
the firft the making the defcription or furvey, and the fecond the lay- 
ing and levying the tax theretipon. And what is in the firft verfe of 
the fecond chapter of St. Luke is to be underftood of the former of 
thefe, and what is in the fecond verfe only of the latter. And this recon- 
ciles that Evangelift with Jojepbus : For it is manifeft from that author,' 
that y Cyrenms was not governor of Syria, or any tax levied upon 'Judaa, 
till Archelam was depofed, and that countrey brought under a Rowan pro- 
curator, which was above eleven years after Auguflus's decree for making 
of the defcription above mentioned was executed at Bethlehem. And 
therefore the making of this defcription cannot be that which was done 
while Cyrenitts was governor of Syria ; but the other particular, that is, 
the laying and levying the tax thereupon certainly was : For then firft was 
a Roman governor under the name and ftyle of procurator of Judcea put 
over that nation, and then firft were they forced to pay taxes to the Jto-%. 
man Emperor, of which a full account is given in y Jofephas. And there- 
fore if the fecond verfe of the fecond chapter of St. Luke be fo render 'd as 
to imply, that the levying of the tax according to the defcription mention- 
ed in the former verfe was firft executed, while Cyrenms was governor of 
Syria, this will remove all difficulties, and the text can well bear this inter- 
pretation. 

7 Wise men from the eaft, of the feet of the Magians, following the /i-.,. -. 
guidance of a ftar, came and worfhipped Chriff at Bethlehem ; and there- Hci ,)d 
on followed Herod's defign to deftroy him, the flight of Jcfeph and Mary 34 ' 
into Egypt with him to prevent it, and the murther of the innocents aL 
Bethlehem, in the manner as related by St. Matthew in his Gofpel. Ma- 
crobius, a writer of the fifth century 3 tells us, that among thofe innocents 
Herod flew a young fon of his own, and that thereon Auguflus made this 
reflection, that it was better to be Herod's hog than his fon. But it is not 
likely that Herod mould have a child fo young as thofe innocents at the 
age he was then of ; the death of Autipatcr, which happen'd about that time, 
confidered with that of Alexander and Ariftobnlns, formerly put to death by 
him, may rather be thought to have given the occafion for that larcafm. 

For b Antipater being returned from Rome into Judcea without know- 
ing what had been difcovered againfl him, was on his arrival arretted and 
taken into cuftody, and being before GjhtintiHtts Varus, then newly ar- 



y Jofephtis amiq. lib. iS. cap. r. « Matth. ii. I, 2. The countrey of the Magians being Perfia, 
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rival in thole parts to fucceed Sentiits Saturninm. in the prcfidency of Sy- 
ria, convicted of his treafonable defigns for the poifoning his father, had 
fentence of condemnation parted upon him, which being confirmed by Au- 
ptftus, he was accordingly put to death upon it ; and five days after that 
execution died Herod himfelf, in the feventieth year of his age, after he 
had reigned from the time of his being declared King at Rome thirty feven 
years, and from the death of Antigontts thirty four. His death happen'd 
towards the end of this year, or elfe in the beginning of the next ; for it 
appears from c Jofephus, that the pafchal feafi, which was always celebrated 
in the beginning of the fpring, followed foon after. 

K n o w i n c the hatred the Jezvs had for him, he concluded aright, that 
there would be no lamentation at his death, but rather gladnefs and re- 
joycing for it all the countrey over. To prevent this d he framed a pro- 
ject and refolution in his mind, which was one of the horrideft and moil 
wicked, perchance, that ever entered into the heart of man. For having 
iflued out a fummons to all the principal and emmenteft Jews of his king- 
dom, commanding their appearance at Jericho (where he then lay) on 
pain of death at a day appointed, on their arrival thither he ihut them all 
up in the Circus, and then fending for Salome his filter, and Alexa-s her 
husband, commanded them, that as foon as he mould be dead, they fliould 
fend in the foldiers upon them, and put them all to the fword. For this, 
laid he, will provide mourners for my funeral all over the land, and make 
the Jews in every family thereof lament at my death whether they will or 
no ; and when he had adjured them hereto, fome hours after he gave up 
the gholl and died. But Salome and Alex as not being wicked enough to 
do what they had been made folemnly to promife, rather chofe to break 
their obligation than make thcmfelves the executioners of fo bloody and 
horrid a defign. And therefore as foon as Herod was dead, they opened 
the Circus) and permitted all that were lliut up in it to return again every 
man to his own home, without any wrong done to any of them. The 
hiftory of this his molt wicked defign takes of all objection againft the 
truth of his murdering the innocents, which may be made from the incre- 
dibility of fo barbarous and horrid an aft. For this thoroughly fliews, that 
there can nothing be imagined fo cruel, barbarous, and" horrid, which this 
man was not capable of doing. In molt of his aftions, as above defcribed 
in this hiftory, may be read the character of a moft bloody, cruel, and 
wicked tyrant ; but in none more than in thefe two : And the difeafe of 
which he died, and the mifery which he fuffered under it, plainly fhew 
that the hand of God was then in a very fignal manner upon him, for the 
punifhment of them. The account which e Jojefhus, and from him Eu- 
febim, give us of it, is as followeth. 

" H E ROT>\ difeafe grew yet more and more bitterly violent, God 
" exafting this vengeance upon him, for the puniftiment of the many great 
«' enormities he had been guilty of. He had a flow fever, not lhewing it 
" felf fo much to the outward touch and feeling, as more grievoufly burn- 
t{ ing him within. Moreover he had a Itrong canine appetite for meat, 
« which nothing could fatisfy. His bowels were ulcerated, efpecially the 
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** colon gut, from whence he fuffered grievous pains. His feet being fwoln, 
*« from thence iflued forth a phlegmatick and mining humour. Moreover 
*' the difeafe had feized the lower part of his belly, and an ulcer broke 
*' out in his genitals breeding worms and lice ; befides he had a fhortnefs 
«* of breath, and that very linking and unfavoury. And he had alfo 
" a troublefome flux of rheum, and with it an afthmatic difficulty of 
" breathing. And the patient not having ftrength to bear all this, there 
u followed a convulfion of all the parts of his body" ; and thus he died in 
horrible pain and torment, fmitten of God in this fignal and grievous 
manner for his many enormous iniquities : And that moll others of the 
great perfecutors of God's people have died the like manner of death ' hath 
been already obferved. 

HE RO'D had nine « wives, and by them many children ; three of his 
fons he put to death ; of the reft of his pofterity I ihall mention only fuch 
as are named in the fcriptures, and they are thefe following. Of Maltbace 
one of his wives he had h Archelaus, and ' Herod Antipas ; by Cleopatra, 
another of his wives, he k had Philip ; and by Mariamne the daughter of 
Simon the High-pr.ieft 1 Herod Philip. Arijlobulns , whom Herod put to 
death, had by Berenice his wife King Agrippa (who m flew James the bro- 
ther of John, and "afterwards was fmitten of God at Cafarea) and 0 He- 
rodias his filter ; {he firft p married Herod "Philip her uncle, and afterwards 
eloped* from him to marry Herod Antipas his brother. By her firft husband 
Ihe had Salome, *> who danced off John Bapti/i's head for reproving Herod 
Antipas for his inceftuous adultery with her mother. Of this King Agrippa 
the firft, was born King Agrippa the fecond, r (before whom Paul pleaded 
his caufe) and his two fillers Drujilla and Berenice, the firft of which r was 
wife to Felix the procurator or governor of Judaa, and s the other was 
pvefent with her brother at Cafarea, when Paul's caufe was there heard 
before him. Herod's kingdom after his death, was divided between Ar- 
chelaus, Herod Antipas, and Philip, his above mention'd fons. 1 Ar che- 
late had Judaa, Idumaa, and Samaria; Philip Auronitis, Trachonttis^ 
Paneas, and Bat ana a ; and Herod Antipas, Galilee and Peraa. 

After Herod's death y Jofeph being warned by an angel in a dreams. 3. 
arofe, and took the young child and his mother, and returned out of Egypt Arche- 
into the land of Ifrael, and there he and Mary his wife fettled again at aus 1 " 
Nazareth in Galilee, the place of their former habitation, and there Jejus 
grew up and dwelt with them till the time that he entered on his publick 
miniftration. 

And having thus brought down this work to the birth of our Saviour, 
and here given a full account of it, I fhould leave what henceforth enfues 
to the chriftian ecclefiaftical hiftorian, to whom it properly belongs ; but 
that the connection of the Old Teftament with the New not feeming fully 
to be made, but where the grand prophecies concerning the MeJJtah, 
which we have in the Old Teftament, are compleated in the New, I am 
neceflitated fo far as this requires to go into the times of the gofpel, but 
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fhall treat of them only in refped to the events in which thefe prophecies 
are fulfill'd, and fuch particulars as lead to the explication of them, and that 
in fo fhort a manner as I can. For a fuller hiitory of thofe times I refer 
the learned reader to the centuriators of Magdeburgh and Baroums\ annals, 
and the Englijh reader to the ecclefialtical hiitory of Mr. Laurence Eachard, 
which is the beft of its kind in the Englijh tongue. 
A».i. The Armenians rebelling, and the Tarthiaus confederating with them 
Arche- f or their fupport, Auguftus "lent Caius C<efar his grandfon, a youth only of 
1;lUS ~' nineteen years old, into the eaft againit them, 

A„. i. Who from Egypt (where he rirft went) paffing through Jndaa in his 
Arche- towards Armenia, w would not offer any facrifice at Jerufalem, ex- 

l3US 3 ' preffing by this refufal the contempt which he had for the Jeivijb religion, 

which Auguftus approving of commended him for it. 
^« 0P oft The chriftian sera begun four years after the birth of Chriji. How this 
Chriftum aera was firtt brought into ufe by Ttionyfius Exiguus in the lixth century, 
? iony " and how he miftook in the wrong placing the beginning of it, hath been 
Arche- already fhewn in the preface to the firtt part of this hittory. As I have 
!aus + hitherto reckoned by the years before the beginning of this aera, fo hence- 
forth I (hall reckon by the years after it. 
An. 2. TIBERIUS x was recalled from Rhodes in the eighth year of his re- 
£u?r treat thither, and returned again to Rome. 

CAIVS Cafar having received a wound in Armenia, >' on his return 
i rche- from thence, died of it at Limyra, a city of Lycia. Lucius his brother 
laus 6. having been fent into Spain, z died at Marfeils in his way thither the year 
before. They were the fons of M. Agrippa by Julia Auguftus^ daughter, 
and therefore being his grandfons were adopted by him, and intended for 
his fucceflors in the empire. For which reafon it is fuppofed their death 
a was procured by the fraud of Li-uia the wife of Auguftus, to make way 
for Tiberius her fon by her former husband to be his faccefTor in their 
ftead. :r ' „ 

A„. A . The Julian, kalendar on the leaving out of the third fuperfluous year, 
Arche " in manner as hath been above related, b was again brought into due order, 
laus 7 ' and hath fo continued ever fince in the countries where it is obferved. 

AVGVSTVS on the death of Cains and Lucius his grandfons adopt- 
ed c Tiberius, and thereby pointed him out for his fucceflbr in the empire. 
Livia had another fon by her former husband called T>rufm, who died 
ten years before, while in the time of his fecond conf'ulmip he was follow- 
ing the German wars. He having left behind him a fon of great worth 
named Gcrmamcus, a Auguftus, when he adopted Tiberius, at the fame 
time forced him to adopt this Germanicns. 
yf«. 7 . ARCHE LAVS having committed many great and tyrannies male- 
Arche- adminiftrations in his government, c ambafladors came to Rome both, h orn 
laus IO ' the Jews and the Samariatis to accufe Mm hereof before Augttftus, where- 
on he was called to Rome to anfwer for them. 

« Zonaras ex Dion e. w Suetonius in. Oftavio cap. 93. Oroiius lib. 7. cap. 3. 
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O* his appearing there, not being able to juffify himfelf before the Em- J*- 8- 
peror, but being found guilty of all that was charged upon him, r he was^! 8 " 0 
depofed from his principality, had all his goods condemned to be confif- ' 
cated, and he himfelf was banilhed to Vietrna in Gallia, after he had reign- 
ed in Jndaa ten years. 

H e r e o n Auguftus s having appointed Tubli/is Sulpitius Qniriuus (who 
according to h the Greek way of writing that name is by St. Luke called 
Cyrenius) to be preiident of Syria, s f cnt him into the call to feize the 
countrey which Archclaru had hitherto reigned over, and reduce it to the 
form of a Roman province; and Coponins a Roman of the equcitrian order 
was fent with him to take on him the government of it under the title of 
procurator of Judaa. On their arrival at Jern/alem, they feized all Ar~ 
chelates goods, according to the femence of confifcation pafTed againft 
him by Augnftw, and having in a great part abolished the Je-jaijb policy 
eitabliihed the Roman in its Head, and Coponins took on him in the name 
of Auguftus the administration of it, but frill in fubordination to the prcfi- 
dent of Syria, Jndaia being made a part of that province. After this 1 the 
power of life and death was taken out of the hands of the Je^'s, and placed 
wholly in the Roman procurator, and his fubordinate officers : And taxes- 
were thenceforth paid immediately to the Roman Emperor. The defcripti- 
oh and registration of every man's polleflion was made eleven years before 
bv Sentius Sattirniuus ; but the laying and levying of the taxes according 
thereto was not put in execution till that countrey was reduced into the 
form of a Roman province by Cyrenius then governor of Syria, in the 
manner I have mentioned. The raifing of thefe taxes k caufed great di- 
sturbances among the Jews, many oppoiing it, fome under the notion of 
an univerfal liberty, that they were to have no King but God ; and others, 
that they were not to own a King, by paying taxes to him, that was of a 
foreign nation, becaufe the law commanded x nottofeta ftranger, which 
is not of their brethren, to be King o ver them. The firft was headed by one 
,n Judas of Galilee, a turbulent and feditious man, of whom mention is 
made in the A6ls of the Apoltles (chap. v. f. 37;) but he was foon cut off, 
and all his followers fupprefTcd. But the other notion of not owning 
a foreigner to be their King itill remained ; for it was a doctrine held and 
taught by the 'Pharifees, the predominant feci of the Jezi's, and from them 
imbibed by the generality of that people. And hence it was, that in the 
time of our Saviour's miniilration they had made it a question, whether 
they were to pay tribute to Ca-far or no ; for though they were forced to 
fubmit hereto, yet as to the legality of the thing they generally held it in 
the negative. And this was the reafon that the Publicans, that is thofe of 
that nation who were employed under the Romans for the gathering of 
thofe taxes, were in fo great odium and deteftation among them for they 
looked on their employment as a conftant breach of their law, and them 
for their acting therein as apoftates from it, and the worfl of men, fuch 
as were not to be drunk or eaten with, or admitted to common conver- 
fation. And hence it is that in the gofpels we find publicans and Sinners 
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fo often joined together, and our Saviour fo often reproached for con- 
verfing with them. 

At the fame time that Cyr cuius was mjudaa, on the fettling this mat- 
ter of the tax, n he depofed Joazar the fon of Bo'ethus from being High- 
prieft, and appointed Annas the fon of Seth to fucceed him in that office, 
in which he continued feveral years. 

In the fame year while this was a doing, ° our Saviour being then in the 
twelfth year of his age, went up to Jerufalem with Jofeph and Mary to 
the Paflbver, and there firft appeared in his prophetic office, and the bu- 
finefs of his father on which he was fent, in fitting among the doftors in 
the temple, and there declaring the truth of God unto them. This was 
his firft fignal coming to his temple p foretold by the prophet Malachi, where- 
by according to the prophet Haggal i the glory of this latter houfe was made 
to be much greater than that of the former. He had been perfonally there 
before, but now firft minifterially, as the meflenger of the covenant where- 
by the meflages of life and falvation were revealed unto men. And on this 
his coming began to be fulfilled that fignal prophecy of Jacob, r The fcepter 
floall not depart y>w» Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet-, until 
Shiloh come. That by Shiloh is here meant the Mejfiah is on all hands agreed. 
And at the time of this his coming Cyrenius having reduced Judaa into the 
form of a Roman province, and inftead of their former governors of their 
own nation, placed a Roman procurator over them ; then began the ful- 
filling of this prophecy, which fixty two years after was fully compleated 
in the deftrudtion of Jerufalem. For then, that is at the time of this re- 
duction of Judaa to a Roman province, the fcepter and the lawgiver from 
between their feet began to be taken from them, of which in the deftru- 
ftion of the temple and city of Jeru/alem by Titus they were wholly de- 
prived, and have never fince had them again reftored. 

Fo r the fuller explication of this prophecy, and of the manner of its 
completion, thefe following particulars are to be obferved. Firft, by the 
fcepter in Judah is meant the fovereignty in it, and by a lawgiver from 
between his feet the adminiftration of juftice by thofe of that fame na- 
tion, and according to their own laws ; and both put together imply fuch 
a political conftitution of government, as that whereby a nation is govern- 
ed by its own princes, and by its own laws, and this was that which was 
not to depart from Judah till Shiloh fliould come. Secondly, this confti- 
tution of government all Ifrael was poflefTed of from their coming out of 
Egypt to the time of the prevailing of the Ajfyrian empire, they being 
till then under their own princes, (that is firft Judges, and afterwards 
Kings) and governed by their own laws. But thirdly, when the Kings of 
Ajfyria had extended their empire on this fide the Euphrates as far as 
Taleftiney ten of the tribes of Ifrael being carried into captivity, the fcep- 
ter then departed from thofe tribes, and the lawgiver from between their 
feet. For their princes and their laws being then taken away from them, 
they were never after that any more a people, but being fcattered among 
the heathen nations of theeaft, their name and their nation were abforbed 
and loft in them, arid they have never fince been any more heard of. But 
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fourthly, the tribe of Judah, though they fell under the like captivity, yet 
afterwards returned from it into their own land, and had there their fcepter 
and lawgiver again reftored to them. For being- there imbodied again 
under the fame eonftitution of government, they had again princes of their 
own to be rulers, over them, and the f adminiftration of juftice under them 
by their own. laws in the fame manner as before; and fo they continued to 
have without interruption: (excepting only the three years and an' half of 
Antiochus's. persecution) till, the time that Coponius was made procurator 
of Jndaa. But then s the power of life and: death being taken from them/ 
and) placed in a foreign governor, and juftice being thenceforth admini- 
lier'd by the laws of Rome, inftead of thofe of their own nation, then tru- 
ly began the fcepter to depart from Jndab, and the lawgiver from between 
his feet; and this departure was fully compleated in the deftruftion of Je- 
rufalem. fixty two. years after, and therein this prophecy had its intire ac- 
complifhment. Till then-fome few remains of power were ftill left among 
them : For they had {till . their. Sanhedrim- or national council, and they had 
ftill their High-prieft, with fome ihadow of authority -ftill lodged in bothy 
and in the adminiftration of juftice fome regard was ftill had by the Romaic 
governors to their old national law. But after the temple and' city of 
Jerujklem weredeftroyed by Titus, all this was abfolutely and wholly abo- 
Iifhed, and from that time neither the fcepter nor the lawgiver hath been- 
any more found among them: For although near 165-0 years arc now paft 
fince that deftrucfion, and great numbers of this people fwarm all over the 
world, yet they have never been able to im'body again into a nation either 
in their own, or any other land ; or have they to this day ever found a 
* place where they could re-ellablilh their old eonftitution of the law, or have 
a prince of their own to govern them by it.' As to their > JEchmalotarcba 
at Babylon, if that officer be ftill there in being, he is no more than what 
their Alabarcha was at Alexa7tdria, their Ethnarcba- at Antioch, or their 
Epifcoptis Judaorum in England; that is, the head of that feci- in that 
place, without fword or fcepter, or any power of coercion, or authority 
of jurisdiction, but what he hath by the voluntary fubmiflion of the Jews 
of that countrey, which was the old Baby Ionian province. And therefore 
nothing can be more vain than what the Jews urge as to this matter, that 
is, that in this /Ecbmalotarcha is ftill preferved both the fcepter and the 
lawgiver in the tribe of Judah, and that therefore the prophecy of Jacob 
above mentioned is not yet fulfilled, nor the Meffiah as yet come. 

But againft what I have here faid of the explication and fulfilling of this 
prophecy, it may be objected, that after the Babyhnijb captivity We find 
none, excepting Zerubbabel, to have had the government of the Jewijh 
nation that were of the tribe of Judah ; that the High-priefts had moftly 
the regency of the land who were of the tribe of Levi ; and that after the 
AJmonaan Princes Herod and Archelam his fon reigned in jndaa, who 
were defcendants of the Idumaans, and not of any of the tribes of Ifrael. 
To this I anfwer, that after the captivity the tribe of Judah fwallowed all 
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elfe that were left of the other tribes of Ifrae% and all from that time were 
called Jews, and reckoned, as of the fons ofjudah: And as to Herod, "Ni- 
colas of T)ama/cus, who lived in his court, attefts him to have been 
defcended from one of thole Jewijh families which returned from the 
Babylonijt? captivity. But whether this were fa or not, it is no where de- 
nied but that he was defcended from ancestors, who had by profelytifm 
been long ingrafted into the name and nation of the Jews, and thereby 
been made at lealt the adopted ions of the tribe of Judah, and therefore 
he cannot be. reckoned as a ftranger to it. 

The fum therefore is, the fcepter and the lawgiver remained among the 
Jews till both began to .be taken from them by the Romans on their re- 
ducing Judaa into the form of -a. Roman province, and then Chrift the 
Shiloh promifed began his coming as the Mejjiah* by then firlt entering on 
his father's-, bufinefs, for which he was fent. And that this exactly fell in 
with the .time of this change plainly appears ; for Christ was then in the 
" twelfth year of his age, and the twelfth year from Chrift's birth was that 
whereon Coponius enter'd on his government : For Herod lived one year 
after the birth of Chriji, and after the death of Herod w Arvhelaus reigned 
ten years, and the next year after the Romans feized Judaa, and made it 
a province of their empire. Chrift therefore fiiil appeared in the temple 
as the MeJJiah at that very time when the fcepter and the lawgiver firll be- 
gan to depart from Judah ; and lixty two years after that, this departure was 
fully compleated in the deftruclion of the temple and city of Jerufalem, and 
the utter aboliflung of the whole Jewijh policy and conititution of govern- 
ment in that land, which hath never fince either there or any where elfe 
been again revived. . , 

A*. 10. MARCUS Ambzvim* was fent by Augujius to be procurator of Ju- 
Augu- daa in the place of Coponius : And this fame year died Salome the filter of 
flus 40. ff ero ^ a W oman who by her crafty and malicious intrigues had caufed great 

mifchief in her brother's family. 
An _ I2 . TIB ER IU S y was admitted into co-partnerfhip of command and fo- 
Augu- vereignty with Augujius in all the provinces and armies of the Roman em- 
Tib«fus P ire > and a decree patted both the fenate and people -of Rome to confirm 
i. him in it. And from hence the fifteenth year of Tiberius mentioned in the 
Gofpel of St. Luke is to be reckoned. 
J3- AUGUSTUS having recalled Ambivim from Judaa, fent thither An- 
fius S 43. niUS Rufv* to be procurator of that province in his Head. 
Tiber. 2. AUGUSTUS Cafar ' died at No/a in Campania on the nineteenth 
Augu- of -A H & u fl* after he had lived feventy fix years wanting thirty five days ; for 
ftus 44. he was born on the 2,3 d of September in the 63 d year before the chriftian 
Tiber. 3. aera> an( j ^gjj on t h e I9 th 0 f jittguft in the 14 th year of that sera. The time 
of his reign was jull fifty fix years, reckoning it from the time of his en- 
tering on his firlt confulftiip, which was on the fame day in the year in 
which he died ; but if we reckon it from the AEliac victory, his reign will 
then be forty four years wanting fourteen days for that victory was gained 
on the fecond of September, and the day of his death was the nineteenth 
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of Augujt, as hath been already here mentioned. And the Attiac vicfory 
being that which gave him the whole Roman empire, and abfolute fove- 
reignty over it, by that we here reckon the years of his reign after the 
depofition of Archelaus, and the making Judaa a province of the Roman 
empire. On his death a he was fucceeded by Tiberius the fon of Livia his 
wife by her former husband. He had been made his partner before in the 
fupreme command of the provinces and armies, but now the whole empire 
devolved to him, and that not only in the provinces and armies, but alfo 
in the fovereign city of Rome it felf, and thereby he became in the fame 
manner, as Auguftus had been before, lord of all. He was fifty five years 
old when he firft entered on this fucce/Iion, and reigned from this time 
over the whole Roman empire fa twenty two years, feven months and feven 
days. 

. TIBERIAS c fent Valerius Gratus into Judaa, to be procurator of -*»<>i?.~ 
that province in the place of Anuius Rufus, in which government he con- ™ e_ 
tinued eleven years. 

The death of Archelans King of Cappadocia, and of Antiochus King of ^■•-°n. 
Commagena, and Thilopater King of Cilicia, which all happen'd the lame ^jf 
year, caufing fome disturbances in thofe countries, Tiberias laid hold on 
this occafion to recal Germanicns from his Germanic legions, (where he 
feared his power and intereft with the foldiery) to fend him into the eaft, 
pretending that thofe difturbances could no otherwife be removed than 
by the wifdom of Germanicns, and therefore caufed a decree to pafs the 
fenate, whereby was committed to his charge [the government of all the 
provinces of the eaft beyond the AZgean fea. 

GE RMANICV S e pa fling into the eaft, reduced Cappadocia and , s . 
Commagena into the form of Roman provinces, and having quieted the di- T - he '£ 7 ' 
flurbances that were in Armenia, made Zeuo, the fon oi'Polemon King of I,us 4 - 
Tontus, King of that countrey, to the great fatisfaclion both of the nobi- 
lity and populacy of it, he having been bred among them, and made himfelf 
always acceptable to them. After this he marched into Syria, and there 
took up his winter quarters. Cn. Tifo was then prefident of that province ; 
f he was fent thither at the fame time that Germanicns went into the eaft, 
and his private commiftion from Tiberius was to be a curb and a check 
upon Germanicns, and to create him all the trouble and vexation he was 
able ; and he failed not executing to the utmoft all that was given him in 
charge as to this matter. 

GERMANICVS in the sfpring paiTed from Syria into Egypt, and 
there took a view of all the curiofities of that countrey, failing up the ^ ibc .;«. 
Nile from Canopus, as far as the borders of Aithiopia. On his return into tius <- J - 
Syria, h he fell lick, and died at Antioch of poifon adminifter'd to him by 
the fraud of 'Pi/b and Tlancina his wife ; fo Gertnaniczis complained in his 
ficknefs, and fo it was generally thought ; and it was not doubted, but 
that it was ; by fecret inftruftion from Tiberius himfelf, that this villanous 
aft was done. Germanicns had by many eminent qualifications gained the 
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efteem and affection of all men to an high degree ; this produced fuch an 
envy and jealoufy in Tiberius that he could not reft, till by thefe treache- 
rous means he had procured his death. This k caufed a general grief and 
mourning all over the empire, efpecially at Rome, and alfo a rage and 
wrath equal thereto againft Tifo and his wife, the fuppofed authors of his 
death. 

^» 2 o. And therefore as foon as they returned to Rome, 'they were both 
Tibe- r »■ arraigned for it before the fenate. But Tifo there finding his condemna- 
6 ' tion unavoidable fell on his own fword to prevent the fentence, and fo 
died by his own hands. 
^,nn.z t . VALERIA S Gratus "having removed Annas from being High- 
J£ e "-{"'prieft, after he had been fifteen years in the office, fubftituted Jjmael, the 

9 fon of Fabus in his place. 
^»»i 4 . But the next year after being difpleafed with this choice "he again re- 
Tibe-i" I3 rnoV ed IJmael, and promoted to this office Eleazar the fon of that Annas, 

10 ' whom he had lately depofed from it. 
K.<innv 2 j. But after a year's time °he removed him alfo, and made Simon the fon 
S c "{.it°f Camith High-prieft in his Head, who continued in this office no longer 

than his predeceflfor. 
~i m o Por the next year after p was appointed to fucceed him by the fame 
£us e ""Cl! Gratus Jofeph lirnamed Caiphas, i the fon-in-law of Annas above menti- 
oned ; which two 1 were the High-priefts that are fpoken of in the gof- 
pels to have had the chief hand in the profecuting of our Saviour to his 
crucifixion. And this fame year Valerius Gratus being recalled, s Tontius 
Tilate was fent by Tiberius to be procurator of Judtea in his ftead, a man 
thoroughly prepared for all manner of iniquity, which he accordingly 
executed through his whole government. Thilo Judaus c charging him 
to have been guilty therein of felling juftice, and giving any fentence for 
money, of rapins, of injuries, of murders, of unjuft tormentings, of putting 
men arbitrarily to death without procefs or fentence of law, and of exceffive 
cruelty through his whole adminiftration ; and by Rich an hardened tem- 
per of iniquity he was thoroughly fitted for the giving of that unjuft fen- 
tence whereby he condemned to death him that is the' Lord of life. 

This year was the fifteenth year of Tiberius from the time that he was 
admitted to reign in co-partnerihip with Augujius. And this was that 
fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius mentioned "by St. Luke, in which 
St. John the Baptift w firft preached the baptifm of repentance for the re- 
miffion of fins, and therein the gofpel of Jefus Chrijl x had its beginning : 
For Chrift appeared for the revealing of this gofpel firft by this his mefienger 
fent before his face to prepare the way for his perfonal appearance, which 
was accordingly made by him three years and an half after. Firft there- 
fore John the Baptift begun the miniftry of the gofpel in this fifteenth year 
of Tiberius, and continued in it for three years and an half, that is, he be- 
gun it about the time of the pafchal feaft, and continued it till the feaft of 
tabernacles in the fourth year after : And then John being call into prifon 



^Tacitus annal. lib. 2. cap. 71, 72. Suetonius in Caligula cap. 5, & 6. 

iTacitus annal. lib. 3. cap. 10 if. Dion Caflius lib. 57. p. 6iy. » Jofephus antiq. 

lib. 18. cap. 3. «>Jo ephus ibid. o Jofephus ibid. p Jofephus ibid. 

q John, xviii. 13. r Luke iii. 2. A€ts iv. 6. John xviii. 13, 24. s Jofephus antiq. 

lib. 18. cap. 3. 1 In libra de legatione ad Caium. u Luke iii. 1. « Luke iii. 3. 

Mark i. 4. *Mark i. i» 

* Cbriji 



Book IX. the Old and New Testament. 51 7 

J' Chrijl appeared to take it on him in perfon, and perfonally carried it on 
three years and an half more. So that the whole term of Chrift's miniftry 
while he was here on earth, as executed firft vicarioufly by John his fore- 
runner, and afterwards perfonally by himfelf, was exactly feven years ; and 
thefe feven years constituted the laft of the feventy weeks in "Daniel's » pro- 
phecy. How at the beginning of this week ended the fixty two weeks 
of this prophecy, which pointed out the time of the coming of Chriji in 
the miniftry of his gofpel ; and how this laft week then begun; and how 
in that week the covenant was confirmed with many ; and how in the laft 
half of it the Levitical facrifices and oblations were made to ceafe, and in 
the conclufion of the faid weeks the MeJJiah was cut off, hath been already 
fliewn in the fiiit part of this hiftory, and therefore I need not here again 
repeat it. 

At the time appointed by this prophecy Chrift became a facrifice for us 33." 
to make reconciliation for our iniquities, and died npon the crofs for the J^ bcrm 
expiation of them ; and thereby having purchafed his fpiritual kingdom 
over us, he took polfeftion of it on his refurrecfion from the dead. For 
then his church, which is his kingdom, had its beginning, and therein were 
fulfilled two other ofTfaniefs prophecies relating to this his kingdom ; the 
firft contained in the fecond chapter of that prophet, and the other in the 
feventh; both which foretold, that the Kingdom of the MeJJiah mould 
come on and grow upon the decay of that of the Romans. For the four 
kingdoms fet forth by the four metals of Nebuchadnezzar's image in the 
firft of thofe prophecies, and by the four beafts in the other, are meant 
the four monarchies of the Babylonians, the Terjiaus, and Macedonians, 
and the Romans ; and that after the decay of the kingdom of the Romans, 
the kingdom of the MeJJiah mould commence is plainly exprcfled in both 
thefe prophecies. For what is faid of the'King of the next fucceeding king- 
dom in the firft of thefe prophecies, that 3 his kingdom Jhonld never be de~ 
ftroyed, but ftoould ft and for ever, and in the fecond of them, that h there 
'was given to him dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all people, 7iati~ 
ons, and languages ftyould ferve him, and that his dominion is an everlajling 
dominion, -which Jball not pafs away, and his kingdom that, which Jhall not 
be deftroyed, can be understood of none other than of Chrift and his king- 
dom. And therefore the ftrength of the Roman empire beginning to de- 
cay in the reign of Tiberius, then accordingly commenced the beginning 
of the kingdom of the MeJJiah in the erection of his Church here on earth. 
In c the firft of thefe prophecies the Roman empire is fet forth by legs of 
iron, and feet of iron and clay mingled together ; this implies the two forts 
of governments which the Romans were under ; firft the legal government 
under their old conftitution, and the other the arbitrary and tyrannical go- 
vernment under their Emperors. As long as the firft remained, the empire 
of Rome flood firm and ftrong upon it, as upon legs of iron. But when 
the fecond commenced, and in the place of legal government fucceeded 
arbitrary will and pleafure ; then clay was mingled with iron in the feet ; 
and thereby the bails was made weak, on which the whole ftructure was 
founded. As long as Augnftus lived, who was a Prince wife, juft, and 
clement, the clay in the foundation of his government, was as ftrong and 
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firm as the iron. But when Tiberius fucceeded, d who had more of the 
beaft in him than of the man, and governed for the moft part without rea- 
fon or iuftice by a moft barbarous and cruel will and pleafure, the clay 
began to moulder, and the foundations of this kingdom to grow weak and 
decav And at this very time, when it began fo to do, Chrtft s kingdom 
commenced in the ereftion of his Church, and where that begun there 
the Jewilb Church with the whole Mofaic oeconomy ended. And this 
beine the utmoft term to which I propofed to bring down this work, 
I {hall here put a conclufion to it with my moft humble and hearty thankf- 
eivins and praife to Almighty God, that he hath of his great mercy and 
goodnefs given me life and ftrength to enable me thus to complete it. 



&Sce bis life in Suetonius. 
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sleucus is flaih- treacherouflyby Ptolemy Cerau- 
nus, who tHereon becomes-King of 1 Matedon. 

fntiochus" Soti& fuccetds Seleucus. The Gauh 
make an ; imij>tion into Greece, vanquifti and 
flay Pioietny Geraunus are vanquiflVd'and ex- 
pell'd bySvfibenes. 

'he Gauls make a fecond irruption into Greect 
under the- command' of Brennus. They ar< 
variquifii*<f and' ruin'd. 

"he remains of the Gauh pafs into Lejj'er Afia 
and there fettle in Galatia. The Hebrew 
fcriptures firft tranflated into Greek. 

Intigonus Gonatas the fon of Demetrius fucceeds 
Softhenes in the kingdom of Macedon. 



. called Sotef, i.e. the Saviour. 

"he Romans having after a fix years war driven 
Pyrrhus out of Italy, began to be of great re- 
nown in r the- eaft, whereon Ptolemy fent 

^ embafly to them to pray their alliance. 

"he Romans fend an embafly to Ptolemy, : 
make an-alliance witlr him. 



niatts make war upon intigonus Gonatas King 
of Macedon, now grown powerful fince the 
death of Pyrrbus, but without fuccefs. 



my Pbiladelphus his brother, rebels, and makes 
himfelF King of thofe countries. 
'ntiocbus King of Syria, and Ptolemy King of 
Egypt make war upon each other. 
'hilet<erus the firft founder of the Pergamt,^,. 
kingdom dies, and is fucceeded by Eumenes 
his brother's- fon. Antigonus of Socho prefident 
of the- Sanhedrim at Jerufalem dies. 
Jicomcdia in Bitbynia built by Nicomedes the 
King of that countrey. Eumenes overthrows 
Antiochus, and thereby eftabliiheth himfelf at 
Pergamus. 

tntiocbus Soter dies at Antioch, and is furce 
by Antiocbus Theus his fon. 
Antiochus vanquifti'd and flew; T'imarchus tyrant 
of Epbefus. Berofus the famous Babylonian 
.hiftorian fteurilh'd, - 
Piotemy Philadelpbus built Berenice, a port 
the weftern ihoar of xheRed Sea, and there- 
by>drew aH 'the. trade of the eaft into- Egypt. 
said-Alexandria thenceforth became its princi- 
. pal mart : ~ .. ! 

Miigks Rang of Libya and Cyreik made peace with 
P/o/fwry on^terms-ef mariyjirig his- daughter. 



z T 6 



2 ff 
if 4 



M7 
246 



3* 
33 
34 



64 



243 
24* 



who was his only child, to Ptolemy's eldeft 
fbn, and thereby uniting Libya and Cyrene a- 
gain to -E^jp/. 
Magas died, whereon Apame his widow Would, 
contrary to the late contract, have married 
her daughter to Demetrius the fon of Deme- 
trius late King of Macedon, but Demetrius be- 
ing flain the lady was fent into Egypt, 
And Apame retiring into ^r/i to Antiochus her 
brother, there excited him to a war againft 
Ptolemy, which laired feveral years to his ve- 
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Ptolemy carries on his war againft: Antiochus by 

his lieutenants. 
Philadelpbus is very diligent in gathering toge- 
ther books, pictures, and ftatues for the adorn- 
ing and repleniihing of his Mufaum and libra- 
ry, for which Aratus the Sicyonian was one of 
his agents in Greece. 



Manafl'eh the High-prieft of the Jews dying 
towards the end of this year, was fucceeded 
by Onias the fecond of that name, the fon of 
Simon the Jujl. 
While Antiochus was purfuing his war againft 
Ptolemy, the Partbians rebelled in the F.aft 
under the leading of Arfaccs, who on this oc- 
cafion firft founded theP<*>-/j&/'rf«empire. The 
Batlrians revolted at the fame time. 
Peace was made between Ptolemy and Antiochus 
on the terms that Antiochus divorced Laodice 
his former wife, and married Berenice the 
daughter of Ptolemy. 
Arfinoe the filler and beloved wife of Ptolemy 

Philadelpbus dies. 
Ptolemy Philadelpbus dies in the end of the year 
and is fucceeded by Ptolemy Euergetes his fon. 
Antiochus puts away Berenice, and recals Laodice. 
who poifons him, cuts off Berenice and her fon. 
and makes Seleucus Callinicus her fon King. 
Euergetes for revenge hereof marcheth ini 
Syria, flays Laodice, and reduceth under hi: 
a great part of the Syrian empire. 
Callinicus having provided a great fleet for the 
reducing of the. revolted cities of Afia, lofeth 
it all in a ftorm ; whereon thofe cities 01 
compaflion to his cafe returned again to hi 
Callinicus being overthrown in a great battel by 
Ptolemy, calls in Antiochus Hierax his brother 
to his afliftance. 
Ptolemy maketh peace with Seleucus Callinicus. 
Hierax maketh war upon Callinicus his brother, 
and overthrows him in a battel near Ancyra 
and is immediately after, while fore of thai 
battel, fall'n upon and overthrown by Eume- 
nes of Pergamus. 
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makes Hermias his chief minifter, Achaus go- 
vernor of Leffer Afia, and Alexander and Mo- 
lon two brothers governors of Perfia and Me- 
dia. The Coloff'us at Rhodes overthrown. 
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his fon. Alexander and Molon rebel. Antio- 
chus (ends an army againft them, and march- 
eth with another into Coele-Syria. His for- 
mer army is beaten, and the other returns 
without fuccefs. 


A 


> 22c 


3i 




- 9. 


3 


Antiochus goes in pcrfon againft Alexander and 








fyfolon, vanquifheth and deftroys them both. 
Achteus rebels and ufurps Leffer Afia. Her- 
mias put to death. 
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(. Antiochus takes Seleucia, Tyre, Ptolemais, and 
Damafcus, and thereby makes himfelf mailer 
of almoft all Coele-Syria and Phoenicia. 


J 










S Zli 






* Pi 


5 


- Antiochus vanquilheth Nicolas Ptolemfs lieute- 
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him/elf matter of all Galilee , Samaria , and 
the land beyond Jordan as far as Kabbah of 
the children of Amnion. 

Ptolemy overth.DWs Antiochus in a great battel 
at Raphia, and recovers again ail Cccle-Syr, 
and Phoenicia. Ptolemy comes to Jerujale. 
and would have enter'd into the inner-temple , 
is forbid by Simon the High-prielr. 

Peace being made with Antiochus, and Ptole- 
again returned again to Alexandria, he would 
have deilroyed all the Jeius of Egypt. He is 
providentially hinder'd. Antiochus vanquilhcth 
Ach*eus, and lhuts him up in S.trdis. 

Antiochus takes Sardis, puts Ach<eus to death, 
and recovers all Leffer Afia. 



1 Egypt. It was mailer' d by Pto- 



A rebellion 

lemy. 

Antiochus marcheth into the Eaft to reduce the 
Parthians, and other revolted provinces. Hi 
recovers Media, and drives Arjaccs thence 
who had lately lei zed that province. 

Antiochus purfues At -faces into Parthia, and drive 
him thence into Hyrcania, 

Purfues him into Hyrcania, and there befiegeth 
and takes Syringis. 

Antiochus and ArJ'aces wade each other in diven 
conflicts, neither gaining any confiderable ad- 
vantage over the other. 

Antiochus growing weary of the war with Arfa- 
ces makes peace with him, and yields to him 
Parthia, and Hyrcania. 

Antiochus wakes war with Euthyclemus King of 

BaElria. Ptolemy Philopat or gives himfelf whol- 
ly up to a moft profligate courfe of life at 
Alexandria. 

Antiochus makes peace with Euthydemus, march- 
eth into India, reneweth there his league with 
Sophagafenus the King of that countrey, and 
winters in Carmania. 

He returns through Perfia, Babylonia, and Me- 
fopotamia unto Antioch , and there takes the 
name of the Great for his fuccels in this ex- 
pedition. 

Ptolemy Philopator being dead is fucceeded by 
Ptolemy Epiphanes, an infant of five years old. 
Agathoclea the concubine, and Agathocles the 
favourite of the late King, are flain in a tu- 
mult. 

Antiochus and Philip King of Macedon make a 
league to leize all Ptolemy's dominions, and 
divide them between them, and Antiochus ac- 
cordingly feized Palefiine and Ccele-Syria. 

Scipio vanquilh'd Hannibal in Africa : Hereon the 
Alexandrians finding the power of the Romans 
to be great, implore their protection for their 
infant King, and offer them the tuition of 
him, which the Romans accept of. 
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T he Romans fend Af. jEmylius Lepidus into £<y/»f 
to take dare of the affairs of the infant King, ' 
who having fettled them under the tnini- 
ftry of Ariftomenes an Acarnanian^ returns to 
Rome. 
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Ariftomenes fent Scopus into Greece to hire mer- 












cenaries, who brought thence 6000 flout jE- 
tolians into Ptolemy's fervice. 
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Antiockus waging war with Attains King of Per- 












gamus, Ariftomenes took the advantage of it 
to fend Scopus into Puleftine and Ccele-Syria, 


























who recovers Jerufakm, Judaa, and many 
other places to King Ptolemy. 
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Antiochus having made peace with Attains re- 
turns into Ccele-Syria -, vanquifheth Scopas in 
a great battel at Paneas near the fountains of 
Jordan, and recovers all that was loft the for- 
mer year. 
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Antiochus goes with a great fleet and army into 
Leftlr Afia, in order to make war upon the 

■ Romans. Attains King of Pergamus dies, and 
is fucceeded by Eumenes the eldeft of his four 
fons. 
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Antiochus pafTeth the Hellefpont, feizeth the Thru- 
cian Cherfonefus, and rebuilds Lyfimachia. Sco- 
pas lays a dangerous plot againft King Ptole- 














my; he is difcovcrcd, and put to death. 
Hannibal comes to Antiochus, and confirms him 
in his refolution of making war upon the 
Romans. Simon the High-prieft of the Jews 
being dead, is fucceeded by Onias the Third, 
his Ion. 
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Eratofthenes the library-keeper at Alexandria be- 
ing dead, is fucceeded in that office by Apol- 
lonius Rhodius. 
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Antiochus marries his daughter Cleopatra to Pto- 














lemy Epiphancs King of Egypt. 
Antiochus, King Antiochns's eldeft fon, dieth at 
Antioch. Antiochus pafTeth into Greece to make 
war upon the Romans. 
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Antiochus marries his hoft's daughter at Chalcis, 










is beaten by Acilius the Roman confulat ther- 
mopylce, and forced to a precipitate flight by 
fea into dfia. His fleet beaten near mount 
Corycus. 
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Antiochus' 1 '* fleet beaten near Myonnefus. Lucius 
Scipio pafTeth the Hellefpont, vanquifheth An- 
tiechus near mount Sipyhis, and forceth him 
to an ignominious peace. 
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The Romans give the provinces of Carta and Ly- 
cia to the Rhodians, and all the reft of Leffcr 
Afia to Eitmenes King of Pergamus. Manlius 
fucceeds L. Scipio in Lejfter Afia. 
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Manlius vanquifheth the Gauls of Lejfey Afia , 
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and reduceth them into order. 


7 


9 


18 


126 


36 Hyrcanus is fent by Jofeph his father on an em- 














bafly to King Ptolemy on the birth of his 














eldeft fon. Antiochus is flain while he at-| 



' iV 



4fi 8 



i8 f 



14 
if 



7 s 
»77 



s 2 

I 3 



174 2. 22 

175 ?• *3 



128 
12.9 



122 
1 33 
r 34 



1 35 ' 
140 



tempted to rob the temple of Jupiter in JE/y- 
a»<«.r. 

Seleucus Philopator fucceeds him in Syria. Pto- 
lemy poifons Ariftomcnes? and makes Polycrates 
his chief minifter in his ftead, and gives hi 
felf up to all manner of loofenels. 

Ptolemy by his male-adminiftration drives the 
Egyptians into a rebellion. 

Matters it by the wildom and valour of Poly- 
crates. 

Ptolemy after having granted the revolted nobi 
]ity terms of peace, and thereby gotten them 
■within his power, perfidioully puts them all 
to death. 

Ptolemy as he was preparing for war againfl Sc- 
King of Syria? ispoilbn'dby thole about 
him and dies. 
Ptolemy Philometor his elded fon , an infant of 
Cix years old, fucceeds him under the tuition 
of Cleopatra his mother. 
Philip King of Macetlon dying is fuccecded by 
Per feus his fon. 

Perfeus King of Macedon marries Laodic:? the 
daughter of Seleucus King of Syria. 

Simon the protector of the temple quarrels with 
Onias the High-priefr, is driven out of Ju- 
da>a? flies into Syria? and brings Heliodorus to 
rob the temple. Antiochus the brother of Se- 
leucus an hoftage at Rome exchanged for De- 
metrius the fon of Seleucus. 

Seleucus King of Syria being dead, is fucceeded 
by Antiochus Epiphar.cs his brother newly re- 
turned from Rome. Jafon buys the high- 
priefthood of him, and fupplants Onias his 
brother. 

Jafon introduceth heathen rites into Jerufalem. 
and fends offerings to Hercules of 'Tyre. 
2 Cleopatra Queen of Egypt dies. The tuition of 
the young King falls into the hands of Len- 
n<cus and Eulatts ; they demand of Autiochits 
the reftitution of Carle-Syria and Paleftine? 
and thereby caufe a long war between the two 
Kings. 

Menelaus another brother of Onias's fupplants Ja- 
fon? and buys of Antiochus the high-priellhood : 
Whereon Jafon flies to the Ammonites. 
Onias is put to death at Antioch. Lyftmachus? 
A/euelaus^s deputy at Jerufalem? flain in a tu- 
mult. Antiochus makes "his full expedition 
into Egypt? and gains a great victory near Pe- 
lufium. 

Antiochus makes his fecond expedition into E- 
gypt? gains another victory, and makes him- 
fclf maftcr of all Egypt except Alexandria. 
Philometor being fallen into the hands of An- 
I tiochus? the Alexandrians make Phyfcon King. 
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Atpirtlms in hi^ return takes and milerabjy dc- 
ftroys Jcrufale^. 
Antiochus makes rjis third expedition into Egypt 
Attempts the fiege of ' Alexandria without fuc- 
cefs. ' Philometbr being left in Egypt to .make 
■V?ar with P hy fc in ? comes to an agreement with 
him upon terms that they mould jointly reign 
together. 

Antiochus makes his fourth and Iaft expedition 
into Egypt ; is forced by the Romans to return. 
Apollonius fent by him to compleat the ruin 
of Jerufalem, ; built! the fortreis on mount 
Acra. Antiochus begins his perfecution of the 
Jewifo religion. Maftathias and his fons takt 
arms againft him- 

The feven Maccabcean brothers and their mothc: 
martyr'd, and tfic perfecutipn againft the Jews 
is violently carried on. 

Mattathias being dead Judas is made captain of 
the Jews in his Head. He vanquifheth Apol- 
lonius and Seron. Antiochus went into the 
Eaft. Nicanor and Timotheus two of his cap- 
tains vanquifhed by Judas. 

Judas vanquifheth Lyfias^ recovers Jerufalem and 
the fanctuary ; reftores the daily worihip ; in- 
ftitutes the feaft of the dedication, and forti- 
fieth Bcthfura againft the Edomites. 

Antiochus Epiphanes being dead in the East, is 
fucceeded by Antiochus Eupator his fon, un- 
der the tuition of Lyfias. Judas vanquifheth 
the Edomites and Ammonites, overthrows and 
flays 'timotheus, and relieves the Jews in Gi- 

Jndas vanquiflieth Lyfias the fecondtimc> over- 
throws another Timotheus in Gilead, and forc- 
eth Lyfias in his third expedition againft him 
to terms of peace. Menclaus is {lain, and Al- 
cimus made High-prieft in his ftcad. 

Demetrius returns from Rome ; feizeth the king- 
dom of Syria, flays Eupator and Lyfias j fend; 
fii ft Bacchides, and after that Nicanor, againft 
the Jews. 

Nicanor vanquifhed and flain by Judas , and all 
his army cut off to a man. Bacchides being 
fent to revenge this blow, flays Judas in bat- 
tel, and miferably opprefTcth the Jews. Jo- 
nathan made their captain inftead of Judas. 

Alcimus dying Bacchides returns, and the Jews 
thereon enjoy peace for two years. 

Demetrius drives Ariarathres King of Cappc, 
out of his kingdom, and makes Holopherncs 
King in his ftead. Eumenes King of Perga- 
mtts dies, and is fucceeded by Attains his bro- 
ther. 

Bacchides came again into Judo: a ; being worftcd 
by Jonathan and Simon at the fiege of Bethbaf, 
makes peace with the Jewswd returns. 
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Ariarathes is reftored by Attains, and Holopher- 
nes flees .to Antioch. 

Phyfion obtains a decree from the fenate of Rome 
againft his brother ; 

By virtue whereof he lands wjth an army in Cy- 
prus, is there yanquifhed and taken prifonci-} 
but is reftored %o Libya and Cyrene by the kind-' 
nets of his brother. 

Demetrius giving himfelf wholly up to floth 
and luxury, and neglecting the government, 
lofeth the affection of his' people, whereon 
Alexander Balas an impoftor fets up againft 
him. 

He being own'd by the Romans lands at Ptole- 
■mais , and great numbers revolt to him. 
Jonathan declares for him, and is made High- 
prieft. 

Demetrius in the firft conflift gets the better of| 
Alexander, bur. Alexander having the Kings of 
Pcrgamus, Cappadocia, and Egypt on his lide, 
is foon again recruited by them. 

Andrifcus another impoftor fets up in Maccdon^ 
pretending to he the fon of Per/eus. The war 
is carried on in Syria between Demetrius and 
Alexander. 

Demetrius vanqujfh'd and ftain in battel, where- 
on Alexander being fettled in the kingdom of 
Syria, marries Cleopatra the daughter of King 
Ptolemy. 

Onias the fon of Onias builds a temple in Egypt 
like that at Jcrufalcm. A fedition at Alex- 
andria between the Jews and , the Samari- 
tans. 

Demetrius the fon of Demetrius lands in Cilicia 
for the recovery of his father's kingdom. A- 
pollonius one of his generals vanquished by Jo- 
nathan in Phoenicia. 

Hipparchus of Nictea in Bithynia, the famous 
aftronomer, flouriftieth. 

Ptolemy comes to the afliftance of Alexander, 
finding a plot laid for his life is alienated 
from him, and joins with Demetrius. A- 
lexander being vanquished flies into Arabia 
and is there ilain, and Ptolemy dies of his 
wounds. 

Phyfcon fucceeds in Egyyt, and reigns cruelly 
Demetrius doth the fame in Syria, the Antio- 
chians mutiny againft him, are quell'd by 3000 
Jews fent to Demetrius^ afliftance. Jonai 
beficgeth the fortrefs at Jcrufalcm, but can- 
not take it. 

Gryphon brings Antiochus, the infant fon of Alex- 
ander, into Syria, and claims for him his fa- 
ther's crown. Multitudes revolt to him. Jo- 
nathan declares againft Demetrius, and twice 
defeats his generals, is treacheroufly murth< 
cd by Gryphon. 



Simon fucceeds Jonathan. Tryphon having made 
away Antiocbus declares himfelf King. Simon 
defeats his defigns upon Judtea, and declaring 
for Demetrius, hath a grant from him of the 
fovereignty of Jud<ea. 

Simon takes the fortrefs of Jernfalem, utterly 
demolifheth it, and digs down the hill on 
which it flood. 

Demetrius goes into the Eaft, and is there taken 
prifoner by the Parthians. The fovereignty 
of Judtea confirmed to Simon and his poiferi- 
ty by the unanimous confent of all the people 
of the Jews in a general congregation met at 
Jernfalem. 

Qiieen Cleopatra on Demctrius's being taken pri- 
foner fent to Antiocbus Sidetes the brother of 
the captive King, and offers to him her felf 
in marriage, and the crown of Syria with 
her. 

Antiocbus accepting of the offer lands in Syria. 
marries Cleopatra, and having vanquifh'd Try- 
phon takes him and puts him to death. Cen- 
debxus is fent by him againft Simon, and is van- 
quifh'd by Judas and John, Simon's fons. 

Attains King of Pergamns being dead, is fuc- 
cceded by At talus the fon of his brother Eu- 
menes. He was a moniler of cruelty, and 
Pbyfcon continued to be the like monfler ir 
Egypt. 

Antiocbus Sidetes with great wifdom and tempei 
reftores the affairs of Syria,ind makes that king' 
dom again to flouriih. 

The Alexandrians, to avoid the cruelty of Pbyf- 
con, molt of them defert the place : Whereon 
other inhabitants are invited to repeople it. 
An embafiy from Rome came thither to him 
at the fame time. 

Simon is bafely murthercd with two of his fons 
by Ptolemy his own fon-in-law. John fucceeds 
his father, and defeats the murtherer of his 
defign of ufurping the government. Antio- 
cbus Sidetes befiegeth Jernfalem, and maketh 
peace with John. This John is called Hyr- 

Ambaffadors from Antiocbus Sidetes addrefs them- 
felves with prefents to Scipio Africanusjun. be- 
ing then at the ficge of Numantium, which 
he puts into the publick treafury. 

Attains King of Pcrgamus dies, and makes the 
people of Rome his heirs. 

Jefus the fon of Sirach tranflates out of Hebrew 
into Greek the book cnWcdEcclefafticus, w 
ten by Jcfus his grandfather. 

Antiocbus Sidetes marcheth into the Raft againft 
the Parthians, and at firft gets feveral victo- 
ries over them. 
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Antiochus Sidetes is vanquiflied and fl.iin in the 
Demetrius Nicator returns and recovers 
his kingdom. John Hyrcanus fhakes of? the 
Syrian yoak, and makes himfelf independent. 
Takes Sechcra and deftroys the temple on 
mount Gerizim. Phyfcon expelled out of 
Egypt for his cruelty. 

Hyrcanus conquers the Edomites, and makes them 
all embrace the Jeivijlo religion, i'huiates 
King of Partbia flain by tlje Scythians. 

Ptolemy Phyfcon vanquifheth the Egyptians and 
recovers his kingdom. Demetrius marcheth 
into Egypt and befiegcth Pelufmm. Hyrcanus 
renews his league with the Romans. 

Phyfcon fets up Alexander Zcbina an impofjror a- 
gainil Demetrius to claim the crown of Syria : 
Whereby Demetrius is recalled from the fiege 
of Pdnfium to defend his own kingdom. 

Demetrius vanquiflied by Zebina in battel flees to 
Tyre, and is there flain. Zebina hereon be- 
comes King of Syria. 

A great plague in Libya, Cyrene, and adjaceni 
countries, cauled by* multitude of locusts. 

Selcucus the eldeft fon of Demetrius fucceeding 
his father is flam by Cleopatra, his own mother. 
Mithridates Eupator Succeeds Mitkridatcs Eu- 
ergetcs in the kingdom of Pontics. 

Antiochus Grypus fecond fon of Detxctrius is fet 
up to be King of Syria againft Zebina. 

Antiochus Grypus vanquiflieth Zebina, and re- 
covers all Syria Zebina taken in his flight and 
flain. 

In this year was made the famous Opimianwine. 
Cleopatra preparing poifon for her fon Gryptt 
was forced to drink it her felf, and lb died. 



Ptolemy Phyfcon King of Egypt dies. Ptolemy 
Lathyrus fucceeds in , conjunction with Cleo- 
patra his mother in Egypt and Cyprus-, and 
Apian a baftard fon in Libya and Cyrene. 



Antiochus Cyzicems fon of Antiochus Si 
detes by Cleppatm, and half brother of 
Grypus, feizeth part of the Syrian king- 
dom. 

Grypus gets a victory againft Cyzie,enus. 
Alexander the 'fecond fon of Phyfcon 
made King of Cyprus by Cjeopatfa his 
mother; 
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Cyzicenus having recruited his army fights 
another battel with Grypus and gains the 
victory. Grypus flees out of the king- 
dom to Afpendus. 

Grypus returned from Afpendtts, and reco- 
vered part of his former dominions 5 
henceforth Grypus reigned at Antioch, 
and Cyzicenus at Damafcus. 

Ariftobulus and Antigonus, fons of Hyrcanus, 
befiege Samaria. Cyzicenus coming to 
its relief, is vanquilh'd by the two bro- 
thers. 

5 Cyzicenus having received 6000 auxiliaries 
from Egypt, again attempts the relief 
of Samaria, but without fuccefs. Sa- 
maria is taken and demolifh'd : Hereon 
Hyrcanus makes himfelf mafter of all 
Judaa, Samaria and Galilee. 
7 Hyrcanus breaks with the Pharifees, and 
1 goes over to the feci: of the Saddu- 



Hyrcanus dies, and is fucceeded by Arifto- 
bulus his eldeft fon, who firft of his fa- 
mily wore the diadem , and took the 
name of King. Lathyrus expelled E- 
gypt reigns in Cyprus, and Alexander in 
Egypt. 

Ariftobulus conquers Iturtea, flays his: bro- 
ther Antigonus, dies, and is fucceeded by 
Alexander Jannaus his brother.. Pom- 
pey and Cicero born at Rome. 

Alexander Jannaus befiegeth Ptolemais. 
Lathyrus pafling from Cyprus into Pale- 
ftine with an army, forceth him to raife 
the fiege. 

Alexander Jannxus vanquifhed by Lathy- 
rus, loft mod of his army in the defeat, 
and is brought to great diftrefs } calls 
in Cleopatra Queen of Egypt to his afli- 
ftance. 

Cleopatra comes with a fleet and army 
into Paleftine againft Lathyrus her fon, 
befiegeth Ptolemais. Lathyrus invades 
Egypt-, expecting to make himfelf ma- 
fter of it in his mother's abfence in Pa- 
leftine. 

Lathyrus is beaten out of Egypt. Cleopa- 
tra takes Ptolemais. Jannaus there waits 
on her. After this pafling over to Ji 
dan, he lays fiege to Gadara. 

Ptolemy Lathyrus returns into Cyprus, and 
Cleopatra into Egypt. Grypus marrying 
Selene the daughter of Cleopatra, and 
receiving great fums of money with her. 
renews his war with Cyzicenus. Jan- 
neeus takes Gadara and Amathus, but is 
defeated by Theodoras. 
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Jannteus takes Raphia and Anthedon, and 
blocks up GtfZi?. 

Jannteus befiegeth GtfZtf, which is vigo- 

roufly defended. 
Jannteus takes Gkz«, puts the inhabitants 
to the fword , and razeth the place to 
the ground. Grypus treacheroufly mur- 
thered by one of his own domefticks, is 
fuccceded by Seleucus his eldeft fon. 
Ptolemy Apion King of Libya and Cyrene 
dies, and leaves the Roman people his 
heirs. Cyzkenus on the death of Gry- 
pus feizeth Antioch. Seleucus makes head 
againft him. 
Tigranes begins to reign in Armenia. The 
Jews mutiny againft Alexander Jan- 
nteus in the temple at the feaft of taber- 
nacles, whereon he flew of them 6000 
perfbns. 

Jann<eus made the inhabitants of Gilead 
and the land of Moab to become fubject 
to him. Seleucus having vanquifhed Cy- 
zkenus, took him prifoner and put him 
to death. 

Antiochus Eufebes the fon of Cyzkenus van- 
quifheth Seleucus , and forceth him to 
flee to Mopfueftia, where he is flam. 
Philip his brother fucceeds him, isvan- 
quifh'd by Eufebes at the river Orontes, 
but again recruits. 
Eufebes marries Selene the widow of Gry- 
pus, is vanquifh'd by Philip and flees in- 
to Parthia. Demetrius a fourth fon of 
Grypus feizeth Damafcus. Jannteus van- 
quifhed by Obodas an Arabian King with 
the lofs of almofl all his army. 
Hereby the Jews being encouraged to re- 
bel begun a war againft him, which 
lafted fix years. Mitbridatestbegun thofe 
hoftilities upon the allies of the Ro- 
mans, which produced the Mithridatic 
war. 

Mithridates marries his daughter Cleopatt\ 
to 'Tigranes King of Armenia, whereon 
Mithridates draws him into confederacy 
againft the Romans, and feizeth Cappa- 
do eta and Bithynia. 
Mithridates vanquifheth three Roman ar- 
mies, and feizeth sMLeJ/erAjia. Cleo- 
patra Queen oi Egypt murchered by A- 
lexander her fon, whereon Lathyrus is 
recalled. The Jews by the help of Dt 
metritis Eucbtsrus vanquifh Alexander. 
Demetrius being vanquifhed by his bro- 
ther Philip, and fent captive into Par- 
thia, Alexander recovers ftrength againft 
the Jews. Mithridates pafleth his ar- 
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my into Greece, there to make war a- 
gainft the Romans. ' 
Demetrius Eucharus dies in Parthia. Eu- 
febes returns into Syria, and again reco- 
vers fome part of that countrey. An- 
tiochus Dionyfius the youngeft fon of 
Grypus feizeth Damafctts. Alexander 
Jamuetts gains a deciiive victory over 
his rebel fubjects. 

Alexander Jann<eus having taken Betbome, 
in which the remains of the rebel parry 
were fliut up, crucifies 800 of them, 
and thereby puts an end to that war. 
Sylla the Roman general gets three vi- 
ctories over the forces of Mithridates, 
and drives them out of Greece. 

Mithridates forced to make peace with the 
Romans on their own terms, and Sylla 
thereon returns into Italy. Philip takes 
Damafctts. Dionyfius again recovers it ; 
but is afterward {lain in Arabia, and 
Aretas King of Arabia Pet" a a is made 
King of Damafctts. He vanquifheth 
Jannaus in battel, but afterwards gives 
him peace. 

Alexander Jannaus recovers many places 
that had revolted from him during 
his war with the rebels, and much 
enlargeth the borders of his kingdom, 
After SylWs departure, Murana, whom 
he left in the government of the Proper 
Afia, begins war again with Mithri- 
dates. 

The Syrians weary of the wars caufed 
among them by the Sclcncidcc, expelled 
them all, and chofe Tigranes King of 
Armenia to be their King. Ettfebes 
fleeth into Cilicia : But Selene his wife 
ftill holds Ptokmais and fome other 
parts thereabout. Alexander Jamueui 
takes Gaulana, and other places beyond 
Jordan. 

Alexander Jannaus ftill carries on his con- 
quefts beyond Jordan, and after having 
been abfent three years from Jcrufalem 
on thefe wars, returns thither with tri- 
umph. After this giving himfelf up to 
luxury and drunkennefs, he contracts a 
quartan ague, which he could never get 
rid of. 

Ptolemy Lathyrtts having reduced fhebes 
in the upper Egypt, which had rebelled 
againft him, dies, after having reign- 
ed thirty fix years. Ptolemy a baflard 
fon fucceeds him in Cyprus, and Bere- 
nice his only legitimate child in E- 

gyp- 
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AUxandet-, the fon of that Alexander who flew 
his mother, marries Berenice, and in her right 
becomes King of Egypt ^ but a few days after 
flew her, and reigned as in his own right 1 f 
years. 

Alexander Jannaus after having been afflicted 
with a quartan ague three years dies of it, and 
is fijccecded by Alexandra his wife j who re- 
conciles the Pharifees to her, and by that means 
reigns peaceably to the end of her life. 

Alexandra being fettled in the throne makes 
Hyrcanus her eldeft fon High-prieft, and puts 
the miniftration of the government in the 
hands of the Pharifees. Tigranes having built 
Tigranocerta depopulates many cities in Lefier 
Afta, Ajjyria, and other circumjacent coun- 
treys, by carrying the inhabitants thence to 
people it. 

The Pharifees having gotten the management of 
all affairs under £>>ueenAlexandra, grievoufly op- 
preft all that were of the party oppoiite to them. 

Nicomedes King of Bithynia dying leaves the 
Romans his heirs, who thereon reduce that 
kingdom into the form of a province under 
themj and at this time do the fame with Li- 
bya and Gyrene, formerly left them in the fame 
manner by Ptolemy Afion thelaft King of thofe 
countreys. 

Mithridates feizeth Paphlagonia, and draws the 
' other provinces of LeJJ'er Afia, into revolt from 

the Romans, whereon began the third Mithri- 

datic war. 

M- Cotta and L. Lucullus are fent againft Mithri- 
dates. Cotta bad Bithynia, and Lucullus pro- 
per Afta, Cilicia, and Cappadocia afligned them 
for their provinces. Cotta begins the war un- 
fortunately, being beaten with great lofs both 
at fea and land. 

Whereon Mithridates befiegeth Cyzicus. . Lu- 
cullus forceth him to raife the fiege with the 
lofs of the greateft part of his army. Selene 
fent her two fons, which fhe had by Antiochus 
Eufebes, to Rome to claim the kingdom of 
Egypt in her right. 

The Jews, which were of the party of Alexan- 
der, are plac'd in the forts and garrifons there 
to be fecured from the oppreflions and cruelty 
of the Pharifees. Herod the Great is born. 
Mithridates after the railing of the fiege of 
Cyzicus flees into Pontus, and his forces which 
he left behind on the Afian coaft are vanquilh'd 
by Lucullus both by fea and land. Lucullus 
purfues Mithridates into Pontus, and befiegeth 
Amifus. 

Lucullus vanquiftieth Mithridates, and forceth 
him to flee out of Pontus into Armenia. Art- 
fiobulus being fent by his mother againft Pto- 
lemy Prince of Chalcis feizeth Damafcus. 



Vol. II. 



A a a a 



^5 I 



57 



6 4 



;£>/e«f enlarging her felf in Syria, Tigranes comes 
with; an army againft her, fhuts her up in 
Plolemais, and having there taken her prifoner 
puts, her to death. Lu'cuNus declares war a- 
glihft, tigranes, fakes Synope and Amifks, and 
marchetr? into, Armenia. Alexandra Queen of 
jud*a dies. Hyrcanus her eldeft fon feizing 
the crown is forced to quit it after 3 months 
to Arifibbulus his younger brother. 
Lucullus vanquifheth Tigranis in Armenia, and 
takes Tigranocerta, but neglecting to purfue 
the advantage of it' loft the opportunity of 
ending the war ; which difpleas'd the Romans, 
and loft! his intereft with them both in the 
camp and city; 
Tigranes with thi affiftance of Mithridates gets 
another irmy into the field, ■ and is again beaten 
by Lucullus, whereon Lucullus would have 
marched to Artaxata the rrietropolis of Ar- 
menia, but being hinder'd by his foldiers re- 
futing to follow him fo far north he marcheth 
back, and paffing linount . Taurus winters ai 
■Nifibis in Mesopotamia, where his army mu- 
tiny againft him. 
17 OF which Mithridates taking the advantage re- 
covers feveral places in Pontus, and diftrefleth 
the Romans left there to keep the countrey, 
whereon Lucullus with difficulty preyails with 
his mutinous army to march" to their relief, 
but before their arrival Triarius was beaten 
with the lofs of 7000 men. After this Lu- 
cuilus's army would no more obey him. 
Pompey fent from Rome to fucceed Lucullus re- 
ceiveth from him the army, and Lucullus re- 
turns home enriched with great fpoils. Pom- 
pey makes alliances with Phraates King of Par- 
thia. Vanquifheth Mithridates, and forceth 
him to flee into Scyihia. Whereon marching 
into Armenia, he forceth Tigranes to fubmit to 
him, and thereon gives him peace. 
Pompey conquers the Iberians, the Albanians and 
the Colchians : In the interim Mithridates flees 
into his kingdom of the Cimmerian Bojphorus, 
where Pompey not being able to follow him, 
marcheth into Syria and reduceth it to the 
form of a Roman province. The Egyptian 
having expell'd Alexander make Auletes the 
King. Hyrcanus renews the war upon drift*, 
bulus for the crown of Judtea. Pompey wit 
ters in Pontus, and there fets out a fleet a- 
gainft Mithridates. 
On his return into Syria in the enfuing fpring 
Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus each by their agents 
apply to him for his affiftance. He orders 
them to appear perfonally before him for his 
taking cognizance of their caufe j and returns 
again into Pontus to provide againft the de- 
fi gus of Mithridates, who was making great 
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preparations in Bofphorus for a heW war. But while he 
was eagerly labouring Herein, his army revolt , make 
Pbarnacei his fon King, and the old King is forced to 
kill himfelf to make room for him to afcend his throne. 
On Pompefs, coming to Damafcus, Hyrcanus and Arijlobu- 
/ay 'appear before him each to make good their pretenti- 
ons.. Pompey promifeth to come to 'Jerusalem there to 
decide the matter, Ariftobulus fufpecting fentence would 
go againfl; him provides for war > Whereon Pompey enters 
Jud<ea, makes Ariflobulus his prifoner, takes Jerufalem, 
and reflores Hyrcanus. Returns into Poittus, and makes 
peace with Pharnaces. Auguflus Cafar is born. 
Scaurus being made the firft prefident of Syria invades 
Arabia Petr<ea. By the means of Aittipater peace is made 
between him and Aretas the King of chat countrey. 
Pompey having winter'd at Epbefus returns to Rome in 
the fpring. Marcius PhilippUs is made prefident of 
Syria. * ' | 

Pompey celebrates a very fplendid and, 'glorious tHumph at 
Rome for his victorious hnifhing th&Mitbridatic war. He 
chofe for it his birth-day, being then forty five years old. 
Pompey, Crajfus, and Julius C<ejar confederate together for 
the fuppoiting of each other, and the dividing of thi 
Roman empire between them. Diodorus Sicnlus the f,v 
mous Greek hiftorian flcfarifheth. Lentulus Marcellinus 
fucceeds Marcius Philippus in the prefidency of Syria. 
Julius Ctefar being conful procures a decree of the people 
for his having lllyrium and both the Gauls (or his province, 
to govern it as proconful for five years ; which was the 
foundation whereon heM>uilt all his future power and 
grandeur. . . 

Gabinius being conful this ' year obtains Syria for his pro- . 
vince. Cato is fent to ' drive Ptolemy out of Cypt us, and 
to take the confifcation of all his goods. The Egypti- 
ans expel Auletes their Kingy and mAke Berenice his daugh-; 
ter Queen. Cicero is baniih i'd .Rome ahd Italy. 
Berenice Queen of Egypt marries Scleucus Cybiojacles the laft 
of the Scleucian family, but difliking hnn for his ill be- 
haviour puts him to death, and marries Archclaus High- 
prieft of Comana in Pontus. Alexander the fon of Arifio- 
bulusj and after him Arifiobulus himfelf having made their 
efcape from the Roman fetters, each in their turn raife 
new troubles in Judaea. Gabinius vanquiihetih thcra b< 
and fets up anew form of government in the land. 
Orodes having murdered Phraates his father fucceeds hh 
the kingdom of Partbia. Gabinius having undertaken 
to reftore Auletes to his kingdom of Egypt, marcher h 
his army that way. Antony one of his lieutenants being 
fent before him takes Pelufium. Cicero is recalled from 
his banilnment. 
Gabinius on having notice hereof enters Egypt with all his 
forces, vanquifheth and flays Archelaus in battel, and 
reflores Auletes. On his return he fupprefleth Alexan- 
der, who had raifed new troubles in Jttdaa during his ab- 
fence in Egypt. Crajfus being conful obtains the prpvince 
of Syria for five years, and refolves on a war with the 
Parthians. 
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Gabinius on his return to Rome is there for his male-admini- 
ftrations in his province condemn'd arid banifh'd. Graffus 
On his coming into Syria plunders the temple of Jerufa- 
lem, pafleth the Euphrates to make War upon the Par- 
thians, and gains feveral advantages over them, placeth 
garrifons in feveral places in Mefopotamia, and then brings 
Back the reft of his army into Syria, and there puts them 
into winter quarters. , 
Craffus again pafleth the Euphrates to carry on his war a- 
gainft the Pdrthians j is vanquiihed and {lain by them in 
a great battel with the lofs of zoooo men flain and 10000 
taken prifoners. CaJJius his queftor efcapes, gathers to- 
gether the remains of his broken army, and with them 
defends the province. 
Caffius defeats an army of the Parthians, that invaded Sy- 
ria, marcheth into Judaa ; takes Zeracbaa, forceth Alex- 
ander to terms of peace, and fupprefl'eth the faftion of 
Ariftobulus in that couhtrey. 
Cicero made governor of Cilicia, and Bibulus of Syria. Bi- 
bulus delaying his coming into his province Caffius go- 
verns it. The Parthians beflege Antioch, CaJJius defends 
iti forceth the enemy to raife the fiege, and falling 
on them in their retreat gives them a great defeat, and 
flays therein Ofaces their general, and then returns to 
Rome on the arrival of Bibulus. Cicero vanquifheth the 
Cilicians of the mountains and makes them fubmit. Pto- 
lemy Auktes dies in Egypt, and is fucceeded by Ptolemy 
his eldeft fon and Cleopatra his eldeft daughter jointly 
together. 

*The Parthians again beflege Antioch, and Bibulus in it. 
Are called back to fupprefs an infurre&ion at home. 
Whereon Bibulus returns to Rome. Cafar pafleth the 
Rubicon, and the war broke out between him and Pom- 
fey; the latter retreats to Brundufium, and Cafar there 
follows him. jj). Metellus Scipio fucceeds Bibulus in the 
prefidency of Syria. 
3 Pompey gets out of Brundufium and pafleth the Adriatic. 
Cafar hereon returns to Rome,' releafeth Arifiobulus, and 
fendeth him into Judaea. Pompefs party poifon him , 
and Scipio puts Alexander to death at Antioch. Cafar 
from Rome pafleth into Spain, reduceth that countrey, 
and returns again to Rome about the time of autumnal 
equinox, hafteneth from thence to Brundufium, and there 
pafleth the Adriatic with feven legions againft Pompey, 
leaves the reft at Brundufium with Antony to be brought 
after him. 

Cafar haying gotten over all the reft of his army in the firft 
beginning of the fpring, he and Pompey encamped againft 
each other ztDyrrachium. Cafar receives a defeat, where- 
on he marcheth into Thejfaly : Pompey follows him, and 
in the plains of Pharfalia it came to a decifive battel be- 
tween them in which Pompey receiving a total defeat 
flees to Lesbos and from thence to Egypt, where he is flain. 
Cafar following him comes to Alexandria , hath Pom- 
pey's head there prefented to him. He there engageth 
in a dangerous war to fupport the caufe of Cleopatra 
gainlt her brother. 
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In this war, by the help of Antipater and forces brought 
him out of Judaa, he vanquiflieth Ptolemy, and he be- 
ing drowned in his flighty Cafar makes Cleopatra Queen 
of Egypt, and then parting into Syria makes Sextus Cafar 
prefident of it j vanquiflieth Pbarnaces in Pontus. Re- 
turns to Rome ; is there made dictator. Antipater being 
appointed procurator of Judaa makes Herod one of his 
fons governor of Galilee, and Phafael another of them 
governor oi Jerufalem. Herod having put to death an emi- 
nent thief in Galilee is put upon a tryal for his life for it. 

Cafar pafleth into Africa, and there fubdues the remainder 
of Pompey's party, who had there retreated 5 gives or- 
der for the rebuilding of Carthage and Corinth, and then 
returns to Rome, and there reforms the Roman kalendar. 
Cacilius Baffus raifeth troubles in Syria, procures Sextus 
Cafar to be (lain by his own foldiers, and then fets up 
to be prefident of Syria. 

The firft Julian year. Cafar vanquiflieth the fons of Pom- 
pey at Munda in Spain'} and on his return is made perpe- 
tual dictator. Statins Murcus fent by Cafar to be prefi- 
dent of Syria, carries on the war againft Cacilius Bajfus, 
and befiegeth him in Apamea. 

The walls of Jerufalem rebuilt. Cafar flain in the fcnate 
houfe at Rome. O&avianus, after called Augujlus, heads 
his party at Rome, and drives Antony thence. Brutus and 
Caffius the murderers of Cafar leaving Italy the former 
feizeth Greece and Macedon, and the other Syria, where 
he puts an end to the war of Cacilius Bajfus. 

Otlavianus vanquiflieth Antony at the battel of Mutina; 
after that, he, Antony and Lepidus conftitute a triumvirat. 
Brutus and Caffius prepare for war againft them. Anti- 
pater poifoned by the fraud of Malichus. Phafael and 
Herod revenge his death by cutting off the murderer. 

Brutus and Caffius having made themfelves matters of all 
beyond the Adriatic as far as Euphrates, Otlavianus and 
Antony pafs into Macedon againft them, and having van- 
quiflied them at Philippi force them both to flay them- 
felves. Hereon Otlavianus returns to Rome and Antony 
pafleth into Afia. Antigonus the Ion of Ariflobulus raiieth 
new troubles in Judaa. He is vanquiflied by Herod. 

The vanquilhed party apply to Antony againft the fons of 
Antipater without fuccels. Cleopatra comes to Antony 
at Vtarfus, and there firft bewitcheth him with her 
charms. His forces fent to plunder Pah?iyra meet with 
a bafHe. Cleopatra returning to Alexandria he follows 
after her, and there fpends the enfuing winter. In the 
interim Pacorus with a Parthian army mafters all Syria 
and Phcenicia. 

Antony's friends having made war againft Otlavianus in Italy, 
and been vanquiflied by him, Antony paiTeth thither with 
a great fleet. On his marrying Otlavia the fifter of Otla- 
vianus peace is made between them. In the interim the 
Parthians having made themfelves mafters of all Leffer 
Afia, and Syria, take Jerufalem, Hay Phafael, make 
Hyrcanus prifoner, and fettle Antigonus on the throne of 
Judaa. Hrod hereon fleeing to Rome is there made 
King of Judaa. fentidius gaineth two victories over; 

the Part hians. • 
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Herod befegflch Jerufakrks, :and there fiardly prefTeth *4b- 
tigenus, ^Fmtidius gains a third victory over the Par- 
thiaus flaying abouc< }bqcra of; therr^ and among them 
Pacorus their general 'the Kings fon.; Whereon he again 
recovers from them all .Syria arid Phoenicia. Antony re- 
turns into Syria, befiogeth Sanhfata ,< Herod goes thither 
to himi Jofepb his- brother;, whom fce left to command 
ip Jafaz during his .abfence, ifights.' the enen;y lagainft 
order. and is flain. : £fe>W . on j his rqturn revengeth hit 
death in a great viftof y over Pappus, .Antigonus's general, 
flaying him in the battel with the mp'ffc of his army- : 

Antony having fpent the winter with Cleopatra at Alexan- 
dria,, fafleth from thence in. the fpringifor Italy, and from 
thcnCP back again into Syria, to make preparations for 
the Parthian war. Herad married Mariatnne , and in 
conjtfn&jion -with Sefius prefident of Syria beiiegeth Je- 
rufa}etn_ with a clofe fiege, -and prefleith it hard on every 
fide. . - 

After an half year's fiege Jerufalem is taken. Antigonus is 
fent prifoncr to Antony at Antioch, and there beheaded, 
and Herod is fettled in the full pofieffion of the kingdom 
of Jud<ea. Orodes King of Partbia is murdered by 
Pbraates his fon, who thereon fucceeds.him in the king- 
dom. He rcleafeth Hyrcanus out of prifon, and permits 
him to live in full freedom among thcj.e-uus of Babylonia. 

P. Canidius one of Antony's lieutenants vanquilhcth the Ar- 
menians, the Albanians, and Iberians, and carries his victo- 
rious arms as far as mount Caucafus. Antony makes an 
unfortunate expedition againft the Parthians, and returns 
with the lofs of the major part of his army. Sextus Pom- 
pcius is vanquished and driven out of Sicily, and Lcpidus 
depofed from his triumvirat. 

Antony after his mifcarriage in his Parthian expedition fpent 
moil of the enfuing year at Alexandria in dalliances with 
Cleopatra. Herod makes Arijlobulus the brother of Ma- 
riamne High-prieif, and afterwards murders him. Sextus 
Pompeius taken, and put to death in Afia by the oider 
of Antony . 

Herod in danger of being put to death by Antony for thi 
murder of Arijlobulus, efcapesby the means of large fums 
of money prefented to Antony. Antony marcheth into 
Armenia, and having there treacheroufly drawn Artaba- 
zes King of that countrey into his power carries him in 
chains to Alexandria, and enters that place in triumph, 
and then diitributes the eaftern provinces of the Roman 
empire among the children of Cleopatra. 

Difgufts happen between Antony and Oclavianus, which 
broke out into a war, that ended in the ruin of Antony. 
Hereon Antony draws all his forces into Greece, and fpend$ 
a great part of this year at Athens in making warlike pre- 
parations both by fea and land. 

Oclavianus drives all the friends of Antony from Rome. 
Hereon Antony fends a bill of divorce to ObJavia, and 
other provocations are given on both fides to inflame 
matters, for the enfuing war. All the Eafi engageth on 
one fide, and all the IVefi on the other. Herod 'by the 
order of Antony makes war with Malchus King of Arab ' 
Petraa in the behalf of Cleopatra, and is worfted by him. 



ic the nexc year after having gain'd a complcat vi- 
ctory over hina, he brought him to his terms. 
Oclaviamts vanquilhcth Antony and Cleopatra at 
Ail turn, whereon Cleopatra flees to Alexandria.) and; 
Antony repairs thither to hex. Oclaviamts having 
fettled the affairs of Italy, Greece and Leffer Afia 
winters at Samos. 
Herod addrefl'cth himfelf to Oclavianus % and makes 
his peace with him. OElavianus pafleth through 
Leffer Afia and Syria to Pelufium, and having ta- 
ken that place forceth Antony and Cleopatra to kill 
themfelves : Hereon he reduceth Egypt into the 
form of a Roman province, and marching from 
thence through Syria takes up his winter quarter: 
in proper AJia. 
Otlavianus returns to Rome, and enters it in j tri- 
umphs, Herod in a fit of rage and jealoufy puts Ma- 
riamne his beloved wife to death, and afterwards 
bitterly repcnteth of it. 
Herod puts Alexandra the mother of Mariamne to 
death. 

The monarchy of the whole Roman empire is by the 
unanimous confent of the fenate and people of 
Rome conferred on Oclaviamts with the name of 
Auguftus, which he and his fucceflbrs ever after 
bore. 

Salome the lifter of Herod informing him againft Co- 
Jlobarus her own husband caufeth him with feveral 
others to be put to death. Petromus is made pre- 
fect of Egypt in the place of Cornelius Galltts. 
Herod becomes an occafional conforming to the 
heathen rites, whereby he gives great offenci 
the Jews. 

Herod rebuilds Samaria and calls it Sebafte. Auguftus's 
name growing great, many foreign nations fend 
ambafladors to him to defire his friendfhip. A grie- 
vous famine happens in Judcea, againft which He- 
rod takes great care to relieve his people, and 
thereby much ingratiates himfelf with them. 

Abfolute and arbitrary power is given Auguftus by de- 
cree of the fenate. Herod builds him a (lately pa- 
lace on mount Sion. ALlius Gallus begins his expe- 
dition into the fouthern Arabia, for which Herod 
furnifhed him with foo men out of his guards. 

Mlius Gallus having loft more than half his men in his 
march into the fouthern Arabia returns without 
fuccefs. Candace Queen of Aitbiopia invaded Egypt, 
is repulfed by Petronius and purfued uito her own 
countrey. Phraates King of Partbia being expelled 
Partbia by his own people is reftored by the Scy- 
thians, and fends ambafladors to Auguftus to pray 
his friendfhip. Herod builds Herodium. 

Herod begins to build Cafarea, which he finifhed in 
iz years time. Sends the fons of Mariamne to 
Rome for their education, and receives from Au- 
guftus, Trachomas, Auranitis, and Batancea in ad- 
dition to his former dominions. Agrippa hath the 
government of the eaft committed to him. Herod 
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waits on him at Mitylene. Herod having fupprefl'ed the 
thieves of Irachonitis is accufed about it before Agripp t 
which turns to the confufion of the accufers. 
1 Augujlus recalls Agrippa^ marries his daughter Julia to him, 
and leaves him to govern the weft, while he goes into 
the eaft. He winters at Samos, and there grants pe. 
to Candace Queen of Mthiopia, whom Petronius had 
duced to a neceffity of there fuing to him for it, by rea- 
fon of the feveral victories he had gained over her. 
Augujlus pafleth through Leffer Afia into Syria. Herod is 
there accus'd before him on the account of the Tracho- 
nites. Zehedorus tetrarch of Pane as and the Gadarens 
who promoted the caufe failing in it flay themfelves, and 
Paneas is given to Herod. Phraates King of Parthia for 
the obtaining of the friendlhip of Augujlus reftores all 
the prifoners and enfigns taken in the wars of Craffus and 
Antony. After this Augujlus having fettled all the affairs 
he returns and winters again at Samos. 
While Augujlus lay there, an embafly came to him from 
Porus King of India to pray his friendlhip. Augujlus re- 
turned to Pome, and is there received with great ho- 
nour on the account of the reftored enfigns and" pri- 
foners brought back with him. Herod propofed the new 
building of the temple at Jerufalem, and accordingly 
fets about the making ready materials for it. 
Mlius Gallus fiacceeding Petronius in the prefecture of Egypt 
vifits the upper parts of that countrey as far as /Ethiopia, 
having with him Strabo the geographer through all this 
progrefi. 

' Herod having after two years preparation made ready all 
materials tor the building of a new temple at Jerufalem 
pulled down the old one. Augujlus adopted Cuius and 
Lucius the fons of Agrippa by his daughter Julia. 
Herod fetched h"*me from Rome Alexander and Arijlobulus 
' his fons by Mariamne, and married the eldeft of them to 
Glaphyra the daughter of Archelaus King of Cappadocia, 
and the other to Berenice the daughter of Salome his 
fiftcr. 

16 ! Agrippa being fent again into the eaft Herod invites him in- 
to Judtea, and there treats him with great fplendor and 
magnificence. 

Agrippa wageth war with the Bofphorans , and having by 
the alfiftarice of Herod (who went thither in perfon to 
him with his forces) fubdued them, giveth that coun- 
trey to Polemon King of Pontus. In reward for this fer- 
vice, Herod procures from Agrippa to the Afiatic Jews 
a confirmation of all their privileges formerly granted to 
them. 

Augujlus on the death of Lepidus takes the office of High- 
prieft of Pome, and by virtue thereof examines the Si- 
byllint books, and bums fuch as he judged fpurious, and 
depofits the reft in the temple of Apollo, which he had 
built within the palace. Herod breaking with the fons 
of Mariamne lets up Antipater againit them. Agrippa 
returns to Rome, and Sentius Satuminus and I'itus Volum- 
nius have the prefidency of Syria after his departure. 
Agrippa is fent againit the Pannonians, and having reduced 
them to terms of fubmiflidn returns and dies in Campania. 



Hereon Auguftus marries his daughter Julia to Tiberias, 
and makes him his affiftant in the empire, in the fame man- 
ner as Agrippa was before. 
The breach between Herod and his fons by Mariamne grow- 
ing to a great height, Herod accufeth them before Au- 
gufius, who makes reconciliation between them. Herod 
returns to Jerufakm, gives an account hereof to the peo- 
ple, and names to them Antipater /for his heir. 
Herod having finifhed his works at Cafarea gives it that 
name in the dedication of it in honour of Auguflus &efar. 
He builds alfo Cypron, Antipatr'ts.^ Phafaclis, and the 
tower of Pbafael at Jcrufalcm. 
The Jews of Afta and Cyrcne being opprcflbd by their hea- 
then neighbours, obtain relief of their grievances, and 
a farther confirmation of their privileges. The breach 
between Herod and his fons by Mariamne is again revived, 
and carried by Herod to a great height. 
23 Arcbelaus King of Cappadocia comes to Jerufdlem and makes 
another reconciliation between Herod and his foiii'. Herod 
goes to Rome to acquaint Augujlas of it. In the interim 
the Trachonite thieves make great ravages in his territo- 
ries, but being repulied by Herod's lieutenants flee into 
Arabia, and are there protected by SylLeus. A.'/gt/fus, 
corrects an error in- the Julian year, and gives his name 
to the month of Augufl. Herod fmiiheth the temple at 
Jerufalem and dedicates it. ' . 
,4'. Herod purfues the 'Trachonite thieves into Arabia, and there 
j dcltroys their fortrefs , which SyUi'.s had given them, 
and cuts ofF all of them that fell into his hands : For 
which being accufed by Sylleeus to' Auguflus, for feme time 
is out of his favour- on this account. Obodas King of 
I the Nabatbaans dies,' and Arctas fucceeds him. 
zf Tiberius retires to Rhodes. The third breach happen'd be- 
tween Herod and his fons by Mariamne. Herod having 
recovered the favour of Auguflus writes to him of it, 
and obtains his permMion to proceed againft them 5 where- 
on having procured them to be condemned in a council 
at Berytus, he caufed them both to be ftrangled. Zacb^ 
rias faw the vifion, whereby was forefhewn co him the 
birth of John the Bapift. 
A plot of Antipater^ againft his father's life detected . The 
angel Gabriel forefhews to the Virgin Mary, that Chi ill 
fhould be born of her, which was accordingly accom- 
pliih'd at the, end of the year at Bethlehem, fhe being 
then delivered of him at that place, and the young child 
was called Jefus. 
Jofeph and Alary flee with the young child Jefus into Egypt 
to avoid the cruelty of Herod. Antipater on his recur 
from Rome is convicted before Quint Mils Fains prefiden 
of Syria of his intended parricide, and is condemned and 
put to death for it, and five days after died Herod him- 
felf. 

Arcbelaus fuccecded Herod in Jv.daa, Idum.-ea, and Samaria \ 
■ Herod Antipas in Galilee and Per^ea; and Philip iri Ah- 
r&nitis, Trachonitis, Pantear and Batanaa. Jofeph and 
Mary, with the child Jefus return out of Egypt,., 
fettle at Nazareth in Galilee. 
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The Armenians rebelling and the Parthians confederating 
with them, Cuius Ctefar, Auguftus's grandfon, is fent in- 
to the eaft, and lands in Egypt. 

Pafllng from thence into Syria through Judaa refufeth to 
facrifice at Jerufalem. 

The chriftian asra according to Dionyfius Exiguus, begins 
four years after the true time of Chrift's birth. 

Tiberius being recalled from Rhodes returns to Rome. 1 
cius Ctefar the younger grandfon of Augufius dies 
Marfiels. 

Caius Ctefar the elder grandfon of Auguflus having received 
a wound in Armenia dies of it in his return. 

The Julian kalendar is fet right. Auguftus on the death ol 
his two grandfons Caius and Lucius adopts Tiberius, and 
forceth him at the fame time to adept Germanicus. 



Archelaus being accufed before Auguftus for many malc-ad- 
miniftrations in his government is cited to Rome, there 
to anfwer for the fame. 

Where being convitted of them he is depofed and banilhed 
to Vienna in Gallia, all his goods decreed to be confif- 
cated, and his principality to be made a Roman province 
which decree P. Sulpitius Quir'tnius, then fent to be prefi- 
dent of Syria, executed, and Coponius is made procurator 
of Judaa. Great troubles enfued among the Jews on 
this change, efpecially on the account of the tax then 
laid upon them. Chrift in the twelfth year of his age 
came into the temple, and there fat among the doctors. 

Marcus Ambivius is fent by Auguftus to be procurator of 
Judaa in the place of Coponius. Salome the filter of He- 
rod dies. 

Tiberius was admitted into copartnerfhip of power with Au- 
guftus in the provinces of the empire. 

Annius Rufus is made procurator of Jud<ea in the place of 
Ambivius. 

Auguftus Ccefar died at Nola in Campania on the 19 th of Alt- 

guft. Tiberius fucceeds him in the whole empire. 
Tiberius fends Valerius Gratus to be procurator of Judtea. 

Some difturbances happening in the eaft, Germanicus is fent 
thither under pretence to quell them. 

Germanicus reduceth Cappadocia and Commagena into tin 
form of Roman provinces, and fettles the affairs of Ar- 
menia. 

Germanicus vifiteth Egypt, and on his return in Syria dieth 
at Antiocb of poifon given him by Pifo prelident of Syria. 

Pifo on his return to Rome being accufed of poifoning Ger 
manicus flew himfelf to avoid being condemned for it. 



Valerius Gratus removes Annas from being High-prieft after 
he had been 1 j- years in that office, and fubftitutes in hi 
place Jfmael the [on ofFabus. 

Eleazar the fon oft Annas is made High-piicft in the place 
of Ifmael. 
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Simon the fon of Camith is made High-prieft in the place of 
Eleazar. 

Jofeph firnamed Caipbas, fon-in-law of Annas is made High- 
prieft in the place of Simon. Pontius Pilate is fent by Tibe- 
rius to be procurator of Judaa in the place of Valerius Gratus. 
The miniftry of the gofpel is firft begun by John the Baptifi 
the fore-runner of Jefus Chrijl, which he carries on three 
years and a half. 

John being put in prifon by Herod ylntipas about the time of 
the autumnal equinox. Chrift appeared perfonally in the 
miniftry of his gofpel, and carried it on three years and 
an half more to the time of his crucifixion. 

Chrijl was crucified, rofe again from the dead and afcended up 
into heaven. 
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A. 

ABrabam held in veneration by the 
Magi, p. 177- 
Acboris, King of Egypt, his Wars 
with the Perfians, p. 3f4, 3f6". 
his death, gfp. 
Adoration paid the King of Perfia by the 

Greeks, p. 3 6 3. 
jEra of the Seleucida, or of contracts, p. 416. 
why called by the ./frafo Taric Dilcarnain, ib. 
of the creation of the World, ib. of the 
'Julian period, ib. 
Agefilaus, King of Sparta, his wars again ft the 
Perfians, p. 348, 349. ill conduct, 3fo. 
his parley with Pharnabazus, 3 f 1 . corrup- 
tion, ib. greedy of money, $66. his trea- 
chery, ib. makes Netlanebus King of E- 
gypt, ib. his death 367. 
Ahafuerus, fee Afiyages, p. f p. fee Cambyfcs, 
131,165. fee Artaxerxes Longimanus, 198. 
conjectures about him , /£. his kindnefs to 
the yew, p. zof . 
Abaz, King of Judah, his wicked reign, p. z, 
and diftrefles, 3,4. and lofles, ib. 
becomes tributary to Arbaces, 10. his ido- 
latry, ib. his death and ignominious bu- 
rial, iz. 

Abaziah, King of Ifrael, partner in the trade 
Vol. I. 



to Ophir with Jcbofaphat King of Judah, 
p. 6. 

Abikam, his friendfhip to Jeremiah, p. 45. 

Alcibiades put to death at the inftigation of 
the Lacedamonians, p. 341. 

Alexander the Great, his biith, p. 370. victo- 
ries in Greece, 379. his army in Afta, ib. 
victories there, 3 So, £5? feq. faciiflces to 
God at Jerufalcm, $Sf. his cruelty and 
vain-glory, 387, 388. reduces Egypt, 389. 
his vanity and cruelty, ib. builds Alexan- 
dria, ib. puniihes the Samaritans for the 
death of Andromacbiis, 395". mafters the 
Perftan empire, 396. plunders Perfepo/is, 
$9J. burns it, ib. his luxury there, ib. 
weeps over Darius's dead body, 39S. his 
Avift marches, 399. bu/ids another Alex- 
andria, ib. wars with the northern Afia- 
ticks, ib. kills Clitus, 401 . CaUiflhenes, ib. 
his vanity, ib. march ro India, 40Z. con- 
quefts and return, 403, & feq. hisluftand 
cruelty, 404. his riches, 405-. hisdefigns, 
407. his death, 408. his burial, ib. 

Alexandria built, p. 389, £5? feq. now a village, 
390. peopled with Jews, ib. 

Amafts uiurps the kingdom of Egypt, p. 71. 
viceroy to Nebuchadnezzar, 74. flays A- 
pries, ib. his death, 131. indignities of- 
fered him afterwards, 133. 

D d d d Altar 
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Altar for burnt-offerings defcribed, i 10. draught 
of it, in. 

Amman, King of Jtidab, his wicked reign, p. 

33. his death, ib. revenged, 34. 
Ammonites carryed into captivity by the AJfyri- 

/ins, p. 71 . 

Amos, his prophecy of the captivity of the 

'Jews fulfilled, p. 10. 
Amyrteus reigns in the Fens of Egypt, p. 249- 

recovers the whole kingdom, 323. dies, 

and is fucceeded by his ion, 338. 
Angels of the Churches, why the Afian bifliops 

fo called, p. 3 of . 
Anna, Tobit's wife, carryed into captivity 

P- x +- „ . 

Amftits, a lying hiuonan, p. 445" • 

Anointing of Kings and Prieits, p. izf, iz6. 

Autalcidas, the Lacedemonian, his bad peace 
with the Perfians, 3ff, 3f6, 3f7- ftarves 
himfelf to death, 3f6, 362. 

Antigonus , his government after Alexanders 
death, p. 411. his war, 41 f, 6? feq. fets 
up for himfelf, 417. wars with Eumcnes,\\% ■ 
puts him to death, 423. his greatnefs, ib. 
wars with Seleucas, ib. with Ptolemy, 424. 
caufes Alexander's fitter to be murdered, 43 f. 
his cruelty, ib. takes the title of King, 
437. his ill nature, 438. confederacy a- 
gainll him, 440. routed and flain, ib. 

Antioch built, p. 442. why called Tetrapolis , 

Antipater confpires the death of Alexander, p. 

409. dies, 416. 
Apis, the Egyptian god, defcribed, p. 134- 

killed by Cambyfcs, i3f. by Oc bus, 377. 
Apollo, of Tyre, chained by them, 383. 
Apollonius Tyaneus, hiftory of him a fable, p. 

4fo. 

Apries, fucceeds his father Pfammis King of E- 
gypt, p. fo. deceives Zedekiab, 68. for- 
ced to fly from the ufurper Amafis , 71 
flain by him, 74. his pride, ib. 
Apronadius, King oiAJfyria, p. 2 1 . his death,2 3 
Arabs preferve and reftore the ancient names 

of places, p. 4f . 
Arbaces founds the fecond AJfyrian monarchy, 

p. 1, 2. Fide Tiglath Pilefer. 
Arbela, Darius routed there, p. 396. 
Arbitrary power, the ill effects of it, p. tfo. 
Archimagus, High-prieft of the Magians, p. 

175-. Darius takes that office, 179- 
Argyrafpides, why Alexander's foldiers fo called. 

p. 418. betray Eumenes, 423. 
Ark of the covenant defcribed, p. 114. its hi- 
ftory, ib. 6? feq. 
Arkianus, King of Babylon, p. 20. 
Aridaus, Alexander's baftard brother, made 
King, p. 410. an ideot, ib. murdered. 
420. 

Arimanius, the evil god of the Perfians, (5 c. 
P- I 4 I - 

Ariflides the Athenian, his exploits, p. 187,191 



Arijlotle , how many lines his works confifted 
of, p. 266". his birth and life, 376. his 
converfc with &Jew, ib. 380. 
Arfes has only the name of King of Perfia, p. 

378. flain, ib. 
Arpbaxad. See Deioces. 

Artabafanes, fon of Darius, yields the crown 

to his younger brother, p. i6j*. 
Artaxerxes, third fon of Xerxes, made King, 
p. 198, flays his elder brother, ib. why fir-- 
named Longimanus, ib. Is Abafuerus, 109. 
his army routed in Egypt, 204. bribes the 
Lacedemonians, ib. his death, 320. 
Artaxerxes Mnemon, why fo called , p. 340. 
his negotiations with the Greeks, Zff, £3* 
feq. his inceftuous marriages, 367. death,z'£. 
Artaxerxes. See Smerdis. 

Afidod , its ftrength , p. 27. blockade of 
twenty nine years, ib. Jeremiah's faying 
of it, ib. 

Aflies, the manner of a death in Perjia, p. 
321. See the xiii* chapter of Macca- 
bees. 

Askalon, temple of Venus rob'd by the Scythi- 
ans, p. 3f. 

Afpbaltites, lake of Sodom, why fo called, p. 
431. 

AJJyrian empire, its duration, p. 1, 40, 97. 
AJlyages, of Media, marries one of* his daugh- 
ters to Nebuchadnezzar, p. 37. another to 
Cambyfes King of Perf.a, ff . fucceeds his 
father Cyaxares, fo. the fame with Aba- 
fuerus, ib. 
Aitronomers of the Sabian feet, p. 140. 

fm punifhed by the Athenians, p. 323. 
Athenians quarrel with Darius, p. if 8. mur- 
der his herald, 164. quit their city for fear 
of Xerxes, i8f. Perfian fleet in their har- 
bours, ib. refufe to make peace with the 
Perfians, 187. deftroy their fleet and ar- 
mies, ib. 1S8. affift the Egyptians, 203. 
rout the Perfians, 204. their lofles in E- 
gypt, 244. allowed two wives, and why, 
319. ufe a Perfian ambaffador honourably, 
ib. vanquifhed by the Lacedemonians, 339- 
put Socrates to death, and repent of it, 346. 
aflift Evagoras againlt Artaxerxes, 35*4. 
Athens burnt by the Perfians, p. 1 87. plague 
there, 313, 319. walls rebuilt by Conon, 
3J-3. taken by Demetrius, 446. 
Azelmelic made King of Tyre by Alexander , 
and why, p. 384. 



Babylon, confufion in that kingdom, p. 23. 
taken by the AJfyrians, ib. its grandeur un- 
der Nebuchadnezzar, J^,l5 feq. taken by 
Cyrus, 9f. its kingdom deitroyed , 97. 
prophefics about it fulfilled, ib. rebels a- 
gainft Darius, 147. cruelty of the citizens, 
148. taken and deftroyed, 149. taken by 
Alexander, 
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Alexander, 296, 29J. by Demetrius, 432. 

entirely ruined, 448. 
Babylonians, how early they made aftronomi- 

cal obfervations, p. 78. 
Bagdad, fituation of it, p. 4f o. where Seleu- 

cia was, 4f 1. whence its name, ib. 
Bagoas, the Egyptian eunuch, favourite to O- 
p. 377. why offended at him, ib. 

his revenge, ib. makes Darius King, 578. 
Bagorazus , his fidelity to Artaxerxes , and 

death, p. 3 to. 
Bagofes, the Per/tan governour, lays a mulct 

on xhejews facrifices, p. 364. 
Balcb, in Perfia, the refidence of the Perfian 

King, 174. of the Magians, ib. the Ar- 

chimagus fettled there by Zoroaftres, \jf. 
Balafcia, in India, Kings of Alexander's race 

there, p. 402. 
Barftna, Memnonh widowj marries Alexander, 

p. 40 f. (not. n .) murdered, 433. 
Baruch employed by Jeremiah to publifh his 

prophefies, p. f 1. hides himfelf, ib. his 

brother fent by Jeremiah to Babylon, with 

his prophecies againft that city, f 7. 
Baruch, the book Co called fuppofed to be a 

fiction, and why, p. j-8. 
Batelnims, who they were, p. 2p<5. what ac- 
count of their authority, ib. 
Bel md the Dragon, a fable, p. 130. 
Bel, temple of, deftroyed by Xerxes, p. ipo. 
his image let up by Nebuchadnezzar, 

p. op. 

Belejis founds the kingdom of Babylon, p. 2. 
Belibus fucceeds Efarhaddon , King of Affyria , 
p. 21. 

Beljhazzar. Sec Nabonadius. 

Belus, temple, at Babylon, p. 74. its tower 

mentioned by Herodotus , 78. bigger than 

that of Jcrufalem , 70. Alexander's defign 

to rebuild it, 408. 
Bejfus, his treafon to Darius, P.39S. declares 

himfelf King, punilhcd by Alexander , 

3PP- 

Bethfiean taken from the Jews by the Scythi- 
ans, p. 3f . thence called Scythopolis, ib. 

-Zte/w the eunuch, Alexander's cruelty to him, 
p. 387. 

Bible, thejewifh, p. 260. fome books want 
the correctnefs of others, 262. how read, 
263. how at firft written, z6f. concor- 
dance made to it, 267. of its vowels and 
pointing, 273, & feq. wherein the Sa- 
maritan and Jewifh differ, 32P. when it 
ends, 335. 

Bible, chriftian, when divided into chapters, 
p. z66, £5? feq- books added to it after E- 
zra's time, 4f 3. 

Bible of Bononia laid to be Ezra's, a cheat, p. 
zS T . 

Bigthan and Terefi, their confpiracy againft 
King Ahafiterus, p. 242. difcovered by Mor- 
decai, ib. 



Bitumen found in the lake of Sodom, p. 431. 
Boated to death , the manner of it in Perfia i 
p. 202. 

Boccharis, King of Egypt, burnt alive, p. 14. 
Books of holy fcripture, how divided by the 

Jews, p. 262. 
Branchid*, a Mile/tan family, betray their tem~ 

pie, p. 190. fettled in Perfia by Xerxes, ib. 

deftroyed by Alexander the Great, ib. 
Brazen ferpent deftroyed by Hezekiah , p. 14. 

the papifts impudence about it^ ib. 
Burial place of the Kings of Judah defcribed, 

p. zi. 

— Honourable, denyed to wicked Kings by 
the Jews, p. 12. * J 

C. 

Cabbalijls, Jewifh do&ors fo called, p. 278. 
Cabbala, what, p. 278. 

Cadufiaus fubjec'ttd by Artaxerxes, p. 3fS. 

their manners , ib. faid to be part of the 

ten tribes, ib. 
Cadytis, Jernfakm Co called by Herodotus, p. 

44> 2.92- 

Calendar, Jewifh, when made, p. 147. fid * 

Callifihencs, the philofopher, his obfervations 
of the Chaldccan aftronomy, p. J9. killed 
by Alexander's order, 401. 

Calves, golden, fer up by Jeroboam, carryed 

from Jcrujalem by the AJfyrians, p. 1 1 . 

Cambyfes, fon of Cyrus, fucceeds him, p. 131. 
his war with Egypt, 132. fuccefTes, 133". 
his agents in Ethiopia defpis'd, ib. his 
army deftroyed, 134. -whips the Egyptian 
pnefts, and lulls their god Apis, 1 35-. kills 
his wife, 1 3f. fets his fucceflbrs an example 
of inceftuous marriages, 135-. his madncfs, 
ib. his death, r 37. 

Canon (Jewifh) of Scripture, when com- 
pleated, p. z6 1, z6z. 

Captains, Alexander's, eftablifh four great mo- 
narch ies, p . 44 1 . Daniel's prophecy of them 
fulfilled, ib. 

Captivity (Head of) an officer among the 
Jews at Babylon, p. 8f . 

Carthaginians league with Xerxes againft the 
Greeks, p. 183. routed in Sicily, 187. 

CaJJ'ander, fon of Antipater^ fuppos'd to have 
poifon'd Alexander, p. 40P. his defigns a- 
gainft Alexander's children, 416". puts O- 
lympias to death, 420. and murders Roxana, 
433. and her fon, ib. takes the title of 
King, 44.2 . divifions among his family, 447. 

Caffuts, his virtue, p. 444. 

Chapters, the divifion of fcripture into them, 
p. z66. why fcripture divided into chap- 
ters, 267. 

Charra in Mefopotamia, the Haran of the fcri- 
pture, p. 4ip- Abraham dwelt there, ib. 
Crajfus routed, ib. 

Chil- 
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Children, three, carried captives from Judaa 
to Babylon, p. 40. preferred there, f 2. their 
zeal for their religion, ib. 

Cbinzerus King of Babylon, his Reign, p. 1 f- 

Cbyniladattus fticceeds his father Nabucbodonofor 
King of ' AJj r yria, p. 33. his Effeminacy, 3f. 

Chrijl's coming. Daniel's prophecy of feven- 
weeks concerning it made clear , p. 2.07, 
& feq. when they begin, 209, 227. when 
compleated, ib. perplexed, 241. 

Chronicles, Book of, more modern than the reft, 
P-4fi- 

Cimon, his defcent, p. itfj. his relation to 
Thucydides, ib. his wars againft the Perfi- 
ans, 197. deftroys their fleet, ib. reco- 
vers his father's territory, ib. tryed for his 
life, and why, ib. 

Clearchus leads a Grecian Army to aflift Cyrus 
agzinii Artaxerxes, p. 342, 343. flain, ib. 

Cleopatra, Alexander's lifter, murdered by or- 
der of Antigonus, p. 43 f. 

Cleophis, Queen of the AJjacans , proftitutes 
herfelf to Alexander, p. 402. has a fon and 
fucceflbr by him, ib. 

Clit us killed by Alexander, p. 400. 

Coans refufe to deliver Hippocrates to Artaxcr- 
xes, p. 314. 

Concordance, (Latin) the firft that was made, 
p. 267. 

Concordance, (Hebrew) when made, p. 267. 

Conquerors, their deteftablc character, p. 387. 

Cunon the. Athenian, his friendfliip to Evagoras 
of Salamine, p. 34f. commands Artaxerxes 
fleer, 347. his men not paid, 37-0. he com- 
plains of it, ib. beats the Lacedatnonian 
fleet, 3f2. rebuilds the walls of Athens, 35-3 
put to death, ib. 

Contributions of the Jews towards rebuilding 
their temple, their amount, p. no. 

Cornelius Agrippa , why taken for a conjurer, 
p. 174. 

Crajfus, his Riches, p. 245-. 

Craterus lent by Alexander to lead the old Ma- 
cedonians home, p. 409. governs Macedonia 
after his death, ib. flain, 413. 

C> wfusCucceeds his fatherAlyattes in the kingdom 
of Lydia, p. 84. commands the Babylonian 
army, 88. his wars, 92. routed by Cyrus, ib. 
his faying as he was to dye, 93. favoured 
by Cyrus, ib. deceived by oracles, ib. or- 
dered to be flain by Cambyfes, 136. how 
fav'd, ib. 

Ctefephon ftands where Seleucia did, p. 4fo 
45-1. 

Ctejias the Cnidian phyfician to Artexerxes Alne- 
non, p. 34f. his hiftory, ib. copied by Di 
odor us Siculus, and Irogus Pompeius, 3^6. 

Cuthites, people of Jud<ea, why fo called, p. 24. 
odious name among the Jews, 1 27. the o- 
riginal of the Samaritans, 229. 

Cyaxares King of Media defeated by the Scy 
thians, p. 34. his death, j-9. 



taxares fon of Aftyages King of Media, p. ? 8 
called Darius the Medianhy Daniel, ib fuc- 
ceeds his father, 8f. calls Cyrus to his af- 
fiftance, 86". is declared King of Babylon 
99. his death, 102. ' 

Cycle of the Moon, when, for what, and by 
whom invented, p. 3 1 1 . * 

Cyprus, nine Kings there, p. 372. mattered by 
Ptolemy, 434. 7 

Cyrenean Jews, from whom defcended, v. 416 

r-frusy his birth, p. fr . commands the Me- 
dian army, 8 r . his defcent, 86. his edu- 
cation, tb. reduces Armenia, 88. his wars 
mAJfyria,8 9 . routs Crcefus, ib. hiseene- 
rofity, tb. takes King Crcefus, 93. his vi- 
ctories, ib. conquers Babylon, 95-. highly 
favours Daniel, 1 00 . is King of Perfia, Me- 
dia and Babylon, 102. favours Daniel, 1 o 2 
his decree and reafons for reftoring the Jews' 
ib. decree for rebuilding the temple, ioo\ 
his death, 131. 

Cyrus, fon of Darius Nothus, made governour 
of LeJerAfia, p. 3 39. aflifts the Lacedemo- 
nians againft the Athenians, ib. his pride and 
cruelty, tb. plots againft Artaxerxes Mnemon, 
340. pardoned, i£. new defigns againft his 
brother Artaxerxes, 341. flain, 342. 



Damaratus the Spartan ferviceable to Xerxes' 
p. i6f. * 
Damafcus taken by Arbaces, p. 4. by 

^,382. the rich plunder there, ib. 
Daniel, Book of, writ in Chaldee and ££>- 
*r«w, p. 129. the prophecy concerning 
Xerxes, 183. of feventy weeks relating to 
the MeUiah made clear, 207. contains three 
Branches, 227. 
Daniel carried into captivity by Nebuchadnez- 
zar, p. 49. his greatnefs, 5-2. reveals the 
King's dream, ib. his great piety, 5-9. and 
fame for wifdom, 63 . he prophefies to King 
Belfiazzar, 96. juft before he was (lain, ib. 
in high favour with Cyrus, 100. his pro- 
phecy of our Saviour, 1 00, 207. prays for 
the Jews, 100. in the Lion's den, 101. 
favoured by Darius the Median, 103. his 
great age, death and chafer, 128. his 
building in Sufa, izp. prophecy of Alex- 
ander, 38 j-, 396. of his SuccefTors, 441. 
daphne, city of, its lewdnefs, p. 444. 
Darks, money fo call'd, when coin'd, p. 101. 

its value, 206". Not. 
Darius the Median. See Cyaxares. 
Darius, the fon of Hyfiajpes , made King of 
Perfia by the neighing of his hoife, p. 142. 
forwards the rebuilding of the Temple, 144. 
his unfuccefsiul expedition againft the Scy- 
thians, if 4. invades India, 1 7*4. his wars 
with the Macedonians and Greeks, 165. his 
heralds murder'd in Greece, 154. his lofies 
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mGreece ,p 164. difpofes of his crown, i6f. 
166. High-prieft of the Magians. 1 70. 

Barms Nothus his reign, p. 3^, £ f/ q . his 
brother ^r/?/«' s rebellion, ib. other trou- 
bles, 3 22. his cruelty, 323. impolicy, 228 
a fine fay,ng of his at his death, 2 40 : 

nanus Codomannus made King by Baroas, p 
S. P"**^ to death, ?7P . his mean 
poft before he was King, 378 . routed by A- 
lexander - 380, 381. feiz'd by Bejus, Lg 
murder'd, ib. ^ ' ^ 

Darius, fon of Artaxerxes Mnemon, his rebelli- 
on, p. 3 <s 7 . 

1S;?:%T es,s ***** his ^ 

David, his riches, p. 2 4 y 
Day hours of, how reckon'd by thejews, p.304.. 
L>eathof pnnces foretold, p. 1 2<S , (not »S ? * 
Decrees, and ArtaxerL^ for rearing 

the p IOf . 2)^. s f 

deftrudtion of the 5^ i procured by i£! 
244. i n their favour, 2 4P 
Deioces, firffc King of the Medes, p. 20 the 
founder of Ecbatana, ib. 28. routed by Ne- 
bucbodonofor, ib. 
Drifts, Epicureans, p. 434. 
Demetrius, fon of Antigon'us, beaten by P/ 0 / e . 
^J, p. 4 2 f his Victory over C;//«, 4 z 7 
his generofity, ». his victory over Ptole- 
my* brother, 435. takes W*,, 445. has 

ZW/to, founder of the atomical philofo 
Phy, p. 323. atheiftical, ib. V 
ZS"i' ^Lacedemonian, commands a- 
|er" 34 7 C ^ " P' in dan- 

Deuteronomy, not all written by Mofes, p. 2 7 o 

Dndorus^SicuI„ Si whence he took his hiftory 

Diviner, £g^ W} aftoryof one, p. 42 o. 
Divination by arrows, how, p. 60 
Doctors (Jewiih) their titles, p. 2'rS, 2 f o 
Dram of onld. tVc t,o7„„ „ ' i J 3 > v 



— „, ^j^wuii; men- 1 

iJram of gold, its value, p. 1 16. ' 
Draught of the temple ofjerufalem, p. I13 . 



Earth and water demanded of the Greeks by 

zw, in token of {uhmim 6 y 

Eaft India trade> a full of £ ^ 

wa/s time to the prefent age, p. 4, y„ 

mount, difputTes betwfen IhzJeJs Ld 
Samaritans about it, p. 3 34, fc? a/ 

by whom founded, p/20. taken 
&% r UC Y° mf0 :\ Z% - ^ther city, " 36 
M deceived by the name, ib. * * 
Eclipfej an, p. j- 4 . 

part of the kingdom oijudaa. p 5 
revolts, 7. j f 

Vol.!/ 



-fe/, anarchy there, p. Z i civil "7 
their barbarous Worftip, „ ,,, 

/•;I,1" !l " n, ' d ^'"-"W^ ib. ,,j r ' p ' ,} - 

I ' ° r£/ ». "hence the 7«„ ~ 

SSfit&f-^ '° ,u » d ™. 7 . 

E pricfc "p^'^ ° Ut ° f ^P«%« bf High- 

^Ltx o ; d „eT n t'^ icablc t0 f * ,fc 

.^V ■ a JJy'i<?~, p. 21. his conquefls. 2-> 
call d and whyj '7 

a book too abfurd for the Papifl s 
Sor. 5 WmtC " 

£/ o2?-r p .6 P01 ' tWhCnCC dlC > w tiaded ^ 
/Mer, her birth and education, p. 203 firft 

^ r 1 m hlS com mifiion to return 

to Jerufa/em, z o6 . made Queen, ib. her fa- 
vourable reception by the King, 2 47 , § %a 
promotes by her inTereX'zSp ■ 

Ethiopians ,thciv me/Tage to CVwBtyfr,' p . , 
£wsw«, King of Salaminc, pardon'd bv ir' 
/««r W at the requelt of C 0 ^», p y 24f 

Evilmerodacb fucceeds his father Nebuchadnex- 
zat - p. S 4 , releafes King Jehoiachim out of 
pnlon, is fl a i n5 ^ 
Eumenes, one of Alexander's captains, obtains 
C^rf^ and Paphlagonia, p. In hi 
■charaftcr, «*. his wifdom, 413, IW 4Z i 
a Jatagem of his, f eiz ' d ' b / his ' 
foldiers and fold to Amigonus, p. 422 . and 
flain, 423. 1 ^ 

Extemporary prayer reproved, p. 300 

carried into captivity by Nebucba^nez- 
zar, p. f4 called. to be a prophet, r 8. 
his vifion of the cherubims, r f. U rri | d f n » 
E e e e vifion 
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vifion from Babylon to Jerufalem, fp. his 
prophecy againft tyre , 65. againft Zede- 
kiah, ib. againft Egypt, 67. 
Ezra, his ample com million from Artaxerxes 
to return to Jerufalem, p. 2.0 f . his defcent, 
ib. his learning, 2.06. journey to Jerufalem, 
and bufinels there, and power, 2.10. 
puts away the Jews ftrange wives, 242. col- 
lects the books of the law of Mofes , 2.60. 
highly honoured by the Jews, ib. how he 
collected a correct edition of the fcriptures, 
2.61, &f f'eq. adds to it, 2.71. and writes 
fcvcral books, ib. changes the old Hebrew 
chara&er into the Chaldee, 272. completes 
and folemnly publilhes the law of God, 293. 

F. 

Falls kept in memory of the deftruftion of Je- 
rufalem and the temple, p. 64. 

Farts kept by the Jews in their captivity , p. 
147. 

Fathers, ancient, their ftrange opinion of the 

recovery of the Bible, p. 260. 
Fauft, John, invents printing, p. 174. (not. h .) 
Fire, woi -{hipped by the Perjian Magi, p. 140. 

alterations in their worlhip by Zoroajlres , 

171. 

Forms of worftup vindicated, p. 300. 
G. 

Gaugamela, Darius routed there, p. 396. 
Gaurs, the Perfi.m Magi now lo cali'd, p. 
1S2. 

Gaza taken by Alexander, p. 387. 

Gcdaliah made governor of Judaa by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, p. 64. murdcr'd by the Jews, 
6 f . 

Gclo, King of Sicily, flays the Carthaginian 
general, and burns their fleet, p. 186. kills 
and takes their mighty army, 187. 

Gemara, what, p. 2f8, 2/9. 

Genealogies, Jews exaft in them, p. 292. why 
fome difference between thole colle&ed by 
Ezra and Nehemiah, ib. 

Gentiles, Jews forbidden to marry with them, 
p. 317. they break that law, 3 2f. 

Gerizim, temple of, built in oppofition to that 
of Jerufalem, p. 334. faid by the Samari- 
tans to be the right place, 3 55*. their ad- 
ditions to Deuteronomy concerning it, ib. 
difputcs about it, 336. 

Glory, falfe notions of it, p. 390. 

Gods, heathen, how they firft came to be 
worlhipped, p. 140, 141. 

Gold, Attick talent of, its value, p. iff. gold 
and filver more plentiful in Solomon's days 
than now, 24^246. how the ancient gold 
and filver mines were loft, ib. 

Golden calf carried' away by the AJyriatis, 
p. 11. 



Golden image, Nebuchadnezzar's, its fize and 

coft, p. 79? 80. 
Granicus , battel of, 379. Darius defeated 

there, ib. 

Grotius, what he fays of the book of Judith 
being a fable, p. 29. of the book of Ba- 
rucb, fS. 

Groves ufed by the Jews for worfhip, p. 307. 
H. 

Habbakuk contemporary with the prophet Je- 
remiah, p. 47. 
Hadajfah. See Eft her. 

Haggai the prophet animates the Jews to re- 
build the temple, p. 143. his death, 166. 
Hagiographa, what parts of the Bible fo cali'd 

by the Jews, p. 26"r. 
Ham the lbn of Noah is Jupiter, p. 389. 
Haman the Atnalekite, favourite to Artaxerxes, 

his ftory, p. 244, £5? feq. his riches, 24f . 

his fignal deftruction, 249. 
Hamcftris, Xerxes's wife, her cruelty, p. 193. 

not the lame with Queen Ejlher, 193, 109. 
Hamilcar, general of the Carthaginian arm v , 

confederate with Xerxes againlt Greece, p. 

183. (lain, 186. 
Hebrew character, prefenr, when firft uftd, p. 

274,275-. language, whenitceas'd amongil 

the Jews, 279. 
Hecataws the hiftorian favours the Jews, p. 

429. 

Hcpheflion''s death, p. 406. Alexander puts his 
phyfician to death, ib. 

Herefy,A/rt^.v/A£W/,what it was,p. 141. (not. u .j 

Herodotus, what he fays of Sennacherib, p. 20. 
remarks on his hiltory, 86, 87. when 
born, 1S3. his account of Jerufalem, 291. 
when he wrote, ib. 

Hefticeus , tyrant of Miletus, his advice in fa- 
vour of Darius, p. if 4.- fufpected by the 
Perfians, if6. crucified, 160. his ftory, 
ib. feq. 

Hezekiah liicceeds his father Ahaz, p. 12. be- 
gins a reformation , ib. his wars, If, 16. 
refufes to pay tribute to the Affyrians , if. 
being fick is miraculoufly cured, 16. proud 
of his alliance with the King of Babylon, ib. 
Ifaiah rebukes him for it, ib. and lor his 
league with the King of Egypt, ib. his 
death and honourable burial, ; 21. 

Hezekias, a Jew'tfb prieft, with Ptolemy in 
428.- alfifts Hecatatts in his hifto- 

ry, ib. 

High-priefts, their fucceffion among the Jews, 
p. 31. 

Hilkiah finds the law of Mofesy p. 36". 
Hippias , the Athenian - tyrant , revolts to; the 

Perfians, p. 164. flain, - 
Hippocrates the phyfician refufes Artaxtrxes\ 

invitation to his court, p. 314. ^ 
Hiftories, forg'd ones, p. 44f . .-rr,i 

HoJo- 
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Hole/ernes, general of the AJfyrians, deftroy'd 

with his army 'mPalefline, p. 28. 
Holy fire of the temple defcribed, p. i2f. 
Holy of Holies, a place in the temple, p. 1. 18. 
Homer's Iliads highly efteem'd by Alexander, 

p. 387. 

Hofiea makes himfelf King of Ifrael, p. ir. 
tributary to the AJJyrians , ib. favours 
the true worfhip, 12. what is faid of him 
on that account in fcripture, 12. joins with 
Sabacon agnin(t the AJyrians, 14. taken by 
them and imprifon'd, ib. 

Hugo, Cardinal, divides the Bible into chapters, 
p. 267. made the fiift concordance, ib. 

I 

Jaddua the High-prieft meets Alexander in his 
pontifical robes, p. 384. his reception by 
Alexander , j8f . carries him into the temple, 
ibid. 

Idolaters, two fe£ts of them only in the world, 
p. 140. firft worfhipped the planets, ib. 

Idolatry, Jews prone to it before their capti- 
vity, why not after it, p. 208, 309. Sa- 
maritans charged with it by the Jews, 336. 

Idumaa, Arabia Pctraa fo call'd, p. 9. differs 
from the Idumtca in Judtea, ib. 

Jcconiah or Jehoiak.hu Caccceds his father King 
Jehoiakim, p.f3- his wickednefs, ib. fent 
in chains to Babylon, ib. releas'd, 84. fa- 
vour'd, ib. 

Jcffery of Monmouth, his hiftory forged, p-44f . 
Jehoahaz fucceeds his father King Joftah, p. 44 

his wicked reign, ib. carried captive into 

Egypt, ib. 

Jehoiakim made King of Judah by the King of 
Egypt, p. 44. his wickednefs, 46. flays 
Uriah the prophet, 47. put in chains by 
Nebuchadnezzar, 49. fwears fealty to him 
and is reflored, ib. as wicked as ever, fo. 
periecutes the prophets, f 1. rebels againft 
Nebuchadnezzar, f$. {lain, ib. 

Jehoram King of Judah lofes Edom, p. 6. 

Jehofaphat, his trade for gold, p. 6. unfuc- 
cefsful, ib. 

Jeremiah's prophecy of 70 Years, how fulfil- 
led, p.f6, 100, 146. of Babylon's defini- 
tion, 149, if 1, 191. 

Jeremiah , when call'd to the prophetick of- 
fice, p. 3f. his mourning for King Jofiah, 
42. proclaims God's Judgments againft King 
Jehoiakim, 46, his danger and efcape, ib. 
prophefies of Nebuchadnezzar's invafion, 48. 
imprifon'd, ib. employs Baruch to publilh 
his prophecies, ib. hides himfelf, f 1. pro- 
phefies againft Jeconiah, 5-3. his prophecies 
relating to the Babylonians , y f . -diffuades 
Zedekiah from end ing into a league againft ' 
Nebuchadnezzar, ib. writes to the Jews in ' 
captivity, f6. denounces judgments againft 
Semaiah who wrote againft him, f 7. fends 



his prophecies againft Babylon to that city, ib. 
prophefies to Zedekiah his captivity, 61. is 
imprifon'd, 62. . again, 62.. well ufed by 
order of Nebuchadnezzar, 64. carried into 
Egypt, 66. prophefies againft the Jew 
there, 68. conjectures of his death, ib. 

Jerom the Cardian, an hiflorian, p. 43 1 . de- 
fpifes the Jews, ib. 

Jerufalem befieged, p. 2. taken in the reign 
of Ahaz, 3. improv'd by Hezekiah, 22. 
call'd Cadytis, 44, 2.9Z. how call'd now by the 
Turks and Arabs, 45-. taken by the King of 
Egypt, 44- named the Holy City by the Aft- 
aticks, 4f. taken by Nebuchadnezzar , 48. 
again, 5-3. plunder'd by him, ib. again, 64. 
burnt, ib. pricits celebrate the feaft after 
the Bxbylonif)} captivity, 109. its diftance 
from Babylon, i^f. walls rebuilt, 291. 
peopled, ib. enter'd by Alexander , 38^. 
by Ptolemy, 415. 

Jejbua, High-prieft of the Jews after their 
rcftauration, p. iof. his decent, tod. 

Jews lofe their trade into the fouthern fea, 6. 
their firft captivity by Arbaces, 10. ten 
tribes loft, 23. tributary to the King of E- 
gypt, 44. carried away captives by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, 4.9. when their Babylonijh- cap- 
tivity commcne'd, ib. fiy into E h ypt from 
the Ajjyrians, 66. prophecies about their 
deftruction fulfilPd, 70. purfucd into Egypt, 
73. how they evade the prophecies con- 
cerning the fecpter departed fiom Judah, 
8f. reflored, lof. & feq. their number, 
iof. fjmeof all the tribes return, iotf, if o. 
the pooreltof them return, 10S. and fewer 
number than thofc that flaid, ib. they re- 
fettle, 141?. thoroughly reilored , ibid. 
when full fo called, ifi. their privileges 
confirm'd by Xerxes, 182. are in his great 
Army, 184. Human procures an order for 
their deftruction, 244. when driven out of 
the Eajl by the Turks, Zf<?. their hatred to 
the Samaritans, 328. curfe them, ib. how 
they differ from them, 329. as great idola- 
ters as they, 3 36". fent into captivity by O- 
chus the King of Pcrfia, 3 73 . favour'd by 
Alexander, 50'f , c? fea. their privileges in 
Egypt, $90. refuie to work on the rebuild- 
ing the temple of Belus at Babylon, 408. 
refufe to fubmit and break their oath, 4 if. 
one hundred thoufand carried captives into 
Egypt,- 416 . people Alexandria, 428. nu- 
merous under Ptolemy, 43 f. in Syria under 
Seleucus, 4fi- 

Inarus, Prince of the Libyans, chofen King by 
the Egyptians, p. 203. defeated by theJPer- 
fians, 243. taken, ib. crucify'd, 2f2. 

Incenfe Offerings, why inftituted, p. 303. 

Johanan the High-prieft flays his brother 
fiua, p. 364. 

Job* Baptifi, when he began to preach, p- 
Z30. 

r Ionian* 
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hrihiKS rebel againil Jin ins, p. 15-8, fc? h"} ■ 
recover then liberty after Xerxes's detect, 
191. 

"fof'epbus, manv great mifrakes in his hiftory, 
p. 3 1, 14.1 , 3S6. 

Jo/iab iuccceds his Father Amor. King of Ju- 
clib at eight vcars old, p. 34. his piety, ib. 
41. reigns over the whole twelve tribes, 
35- . reforms them, ib. rends his cloaths at 
hearing .1/- \ law read, 26. his folemn 
celebration of the Paffover, lb. 1ns rafli en- 
gagement with the Ring of Egypt, 41. he 
is il.iin, the great mourning for him, 41. 
IfhLr.itcs the Grcci.w c.iptain aliilts the Perfi- 
' p. 360. accus'd by them and clcar'd, 

361. 

Ip'us, battel of, p. 440. efhbliihes the four 
nionarchies after Alexander's death, 441. 

//.'(.j.'s prophecy of -F/c'iw fulfilled, p. 6. 

//ai.tb, his prophecies to Ah az,, p. 2. of Chrilt, 
3. his direction for the cure of King/A- 
z.ekub, 16. rebukes that King's pride, ib. 
and foreign Alliances, ib. his prophecy a- 
gainlt Sevechus King of -£gv/>/, i7j l 9t 21 • 
of the deftruction of Sennacherib's army by a 
blalt, iv. laid to fuffer martyrdom under 
ALmaffch, 25. his prophecy of the Baby- 
lcn:.ins fulfill'd, 148,191. of Babylon ful- 
fil I'd, 449. 

Khmacl, his treachery, p.tff. 

/ >« rj the '7Vjr,!u«, his trick to avoid adoring 
A, : : \eixes, p. 363. 

//b:r t tici, two of his orations made for the 
knu» of Cyprus, p. ;oi . paid for them, ib. 

i .. , Battel or, 361. Dai tits defeated there, 
aid. 

lib 'viW, King df Tyre, liis faying of the pro- 
phet D.inL:, p. 63. 

;>uutb, Book of, written in Cbaldee, p. 28. 
various tranilations, 20. alterations in them, 
;7>. difputes about it, »"£. 30,31, 32. un- 
detcrmin'd, 33. 

Jugteus, King of Babylon, his reign, p. if. 

Jupiter HarnmuH is flam the fon of Noah, p. 3 89. 
Priclts of, corrupted by Alexander, ib. who 
is declared his Son, ib. 

K 

KebLi, a point of heaven to which the Pcrfeans 

turn in worfhip, i? 1 - 
KeriCetib, their original, p. 161. what thev 

are, ib. in Notis. 
Kerman in Pet fui the fire temple of the Magi 

there ftill, p. ijf. 
I&ngs, b.ow anointed, p. i2j-. 

L 

Labor ofbarcbod fucceeds his father Ncriglifar in 
the kingdom of Babylon, p. 8y . his tyran- 
ny, ilain, i5- 



Ue.-tLrKwittVi league with the P,r /: .>m, p 3^ 
vanquilh the .libemtiHi, 3^y. war againlt 
the /Y/ 3 4-1 . their hatred to Alcibiades, 
ib. to r;o»««, 35-3. bale offers to the 
Pcrfians , ib. make fhamcful peace with 
them, 3f4. brought low by the Tbcbans, 
362. 

Lamb lacriflccs, of what kind, 364. 
Language, Greek, ancient and modern very dif- 
ferent, p. 28 1 . 
Language, Hebrew, treated of, p. 270, &Jl-j. 
Laodice.i built, p. 44.3. 

Law, oral and written, differently efteem'd by 

the Jews, p. 2f4. 
Law, oral, how convey 'd down, p. zff, 

feci. 

Law, written, into how many lecfions divi- 
ded, p.2rtl. 

Lconidas King of Sparta defends the Strciyjjts 
^Tber/iiopyU againlt Xerxes, p. i8y. ikin, 

Liturgy, Zoroafl>cs\, p. 1-2. Jewifli, 296". 
Lizards, Eglo like them breed in the ruins of 

Babylon, p. 449. 
London the biggell city in the World, p. 448. 
Long Livers, p.2if. 

Lucullus, his riches and magnificence, p. 240". (f) 
Lyfander the Spartan, his vicfory over the A- 

thenians, p. 339. 
Lyfimacbus, one of Alexander's captains, takes 

the title of King, p. 441. 

M 

Macedonian foldiers difgufted with Alexander, 
p. 406. humble themfclves to him, ib. 

Maccabees, their hiltory writ by] Jafon, p. 416. 
the fecond book an Epitome of that hiltoiy, 
ibid. 

Magi, one of them ufurps the Perjian throne, 
p. 138. they are murder'd, 139. why fo 
called, ib. worfhippcrs of fire, 141. their 
opinions, ib. worfhip alter 'd by Zoroajlrcs, 
170,71 i,&c. their learning, 174. their fire 
temple ftill in being, 175-. called Gaurs by 
the Turks, 182. their woifhip fuffer'd by 
the Englijh at Bombay, &c. ib. 

Maimonidcs, his good abridgment of the Tal- 
mud, Zfo. 

Malacbi, his death, p. 166. when he lived, 

? 1 r 

Magians, three orders of Pricfts among them, 
p. ijj . 

Manajj'eb King of Judah, his idolatry, p. 22. 
laid to kill Ijaiah, 23. earned captive into 
AJJ'yria, zf. his reitoration and reforma- 
tion, ib. fortifies Jcrujalcm, 27. his 
death, 33. 

Manajj'eb the High-prieft's fon marries a wo- 
man of Samai u, p. 3 2f . High-priclt of the 
temple there, 327. 

Marathon, battel of 4 p. 164. 

1 [Mardoc 
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Maf Joe Empadus fuccccds his father Belefis King 

of Babylon, p. if. his name in fcripturc, ib. 

fends Embafladors to congratulate Hezekiah 

on his recovery, 16. 
Mardonius, Xcrxes's general, his wars inGw«, 

p 187, t$ feq. flain, 
Mafora, what, p. 178. 

Mattaniab Ton of Jofiah, made King by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, p. f4- changes his name to 
Zedekiah, ib. 

Maufolns King of Caria, his death and noble 
monument, p. 571. 

Mazorites, Jewiih criticks fo called, p. 278. 
inventors of the vowel points, zj6. their 
profeflion , 278. whence their name, ib. 
their continuance, 28$. 

Medes, kingdom of, founded, p. 10. their 
treachery to the Scythians, yo. 

Megabyzus the Per/tan difgufted, p.20f. wars 
in Egypt, 241. revolts, 2f2. reconciled to 
Artaxerxcs, ib. 

Megaflhenes the hiftorian when he flouriihcd, 
p-44f . counterfeit book of his put out by 
Annius of Vitcrbo, ib. 

Memnon the Rhodian,h\s good fervice to Darius 
Codomannus, p. 380. his widow marries A- 
lexander, 40^. (not. n .) 

Memphis, called Mf/r/ from the grandfon of 
Noah, 46. magiftrates put to death by Cam- 
byfes, 134. beficged, 204, 242. taken by 
Alexander, 38P. 

Mentor, the rapidity of his conqucft, p. 574 

Meroe, filler and wife to Cambyfes, murder'd 
by him, p. ijf. 

Mejcjfimorddcus King of Babylon, p. 23. 

MeJJias, Jfaia-h prophecies of him to King J- 
haz, p. 3. Daniel's prophecy of him, 101 . 
Zoroaflrcs's , 18 1. when DanieTs of the 
70 weeks concerning him begins, 210. 

Metiochu:, fon of Miltiadcs, taken by the Phoe- 
nicians, 16Z. well ufed, ib. " 

Meto the Athenian invents the cycle of the 
moon, p. 3 1 1. 

Miletus taken' by the Perfians, p^ 1.60. 

Miltiadcs the Athenian, Prince of the Tfhracian 
Cherjoncftis, p. 163. routs thePer/ians at the 
battel of Marathon, 1 64. 

Mina of filvcr, its value, p. no. 
MinirtcTs chnllian, the icrvicc they Jo to ci- 
vil government, p. 509. 

M,flj>iab, a book of traditional law preferred 
by the Jezvs to Mofes, p. ;y 7, if S. an action 
concerning it, iff. by whom compofed,4f 3. 

Mifinical times, when they began, P4f3- 

Mithridatcs the Eunuch ennfpires the death of 

Xerxes, p. 1.97. boated to death, 202. 
Moon, cycle of ip years, when, by whom, 
and for what invented , p 311. life the 
chriftians make of it, 51?. | 

Mordecai, porter to Artaxerxa I.ongivianus, p. 
203. difcovers aconfpiracy againfi hisLife, ; 
242. offends llaman, 244. on what ac-' 
Vor 1. 



count, 246. represents the danger of the 
Jews to Efther, 247. in great power, 240. 
Mofollam a Jew of Egypt, his ftory, p. 429. 
Moj'es, the book of his law found, p. 36", z6o. 
written copies of it fir ft taken by command 
of King Hezekiah, 37. a copy found by 
lhlkiab, ib. 302. a correct edition of it by 
Ezra, 26 1. in what manner, ib. & feq. fo- 
Iemnly publifhed by him, 293. rare among 
the Jews before their captivity, 2pf . 
Mule, Cyrus fo called, and why, 94. 

N 

Nabathican Arabs, Antigonus's wars with them, 
p. 430. 

Nabonadius King of Babylon, p. 00. Daniel 
prophefies to him, pi. flain, py. Daniel 
with him juft before, p<$. 
Nabonafar, Bclejis King of Babylon, fo called 
in fcripture, p. 2. confufions after his death, 

1 r- 

Nabopollaff'ar feizes the kingdom of Babylon, 
p. 3f . marries Nebuchadnezzar to the King 
of AJfynaS daughter, 37. takes Nineveh, 
ib. & feq- his death, f2. 
Nebuchodonofor, his victory over the Medes, p. 
28. his revels upon it, ib. a name com- 
mon to the Kings of Baby-Ion, 38. 
Nebuchadnezzar invades Pdfejline, p. 48. takes 
Jerufalcm, ib. his conquefts, f2. fucceeds 
his father, ib. his dream interpreted by 
Daniel, ib. lets up the golden image, ib. 
69. caufes the falfc prophets among the 
Jews to be roaftcd to death, y6. over-runs 
Egypt, 73. enlarges and beautifies Baby Ion, 
74. the height and value of his golden 
images, 80. his palace and hanging-gar- 
dens, 81. his pride, S3, his diftraction, ib. 
reftauration, ib. his death, ib. 
Nebuzaradan hums the temple and city of Je- 
rufalem, p. 64. ufes Jeremiah well, ib. Ins 
'victories, 71. 
Nctlanabis King of Egypt, firfl of the Sebennite 

race, p. 3f p. wais wuh the A;. ':.:>. 1, 
■ Neclanebiis made King of Fyjpt, p'jfifi. the 

laft Egyptian that reigned theic, -i-f- 
Necus fuccccds his : :i'ts /'.• ihu,t Kin^ f 
£ Wi P-37- ^-^ attr-mpro n. n .wg.mun. .-. 
wars with thcKm" c.J B:'iJon, .v. his Kind 
meflage to King /■■■'.:>'. rr 4 beats the 
Babylonians, 44. in ikv\ Jii(tui. u ihuiai > , ./ . 
routed by Nebiuh ulnez. zai , 48 his drat h, f . 
Nchclimitc, Semaiah, the, nil s againil the 

prophet Jeremy, p. 
Ncbcmiah and Alordec.i:, 1< ,.!r. "f'hfjevs ai - 

with rhofe mcnrii'ii'd in l.jh.i, ib 
Nehimiub lucceeds ..s'govcrnoui of?//- 

d<ea , under the A > p 28-. Cup- 

]o bearer to At tax o -. * , rebuilds the 

*" walls of Jeru/alciu , z.Sp. fettles gcnealo- 
F f f f gies, 
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f;ies, 291. attends Ezra when he read the 
aw he had collected to the people, 293. his 
riches and gencrofity , 310. goes to the 
Per /Jan court and returns, ib. drives To- 
biah the Jmmo,:itc out of the temple, 310", 
317. his reformations, ib. the holy lcii- 
ptures end with hislait aft ol' it, 336. 
ffebcmiab, book of, more modern than the 

reft, p-4fi- 
Kcpbcrrts King of -£,£>/>/, aulas the Spartans 

againit the Per fans, p. 349. 
AV> igiiffar , fon-in-law to Nebuchadnezzar , 
fucccids him, p.8f. llain, .VS. his good 
character, So. 
JVr-o-lcy Kinq of Cyprus, his gencrofity to 7/0-' 

A'/.V h id lev en mouths formerly, p. 360. the 
nature of it, /7>. 

j\:nr.:b beficged by the Mcdcs, p. 37. taken 
and deflroyed by the King of Babylon, /Z>. 38. 
prophecies of it fulfilled, /A. its bignefs, ib. 
now tailed .17 ib. the feat of the pa- 
triarch of the Ncfl#rians, ib. 

V-'V*, rn fl month of the year in the ecclefia- 
i t : - 1. 1 account, p. 2.93. 

.V .'< "-' , (.\>:ti's wife, her ilory, p. 132. 

A'."r..'.'', Qiu-en of Babylon, Her good govern- 
ment, 5.1, ^o" 

AVu.i •'. , 1 ock of,its water poifon,4op. (not. 1 '.) 



'O a /V>-T.r« Princcfs, buried alive by her 
p:u S his brother to death, 320; 

-e: /J iWthrt-. 

' •• ., I'm "f A>t.ixcr.\\> Mnemon, his policy 
: -> Ucurc the crown, p. 369. his cruelty, ib\ 
conquers Egypt, 3-2. his lazincfs and luxu- 
ry, ;-o~. poilbn'd and mangled after hi$ 
death, 37- 

\ h.oi". wanting in the fccond temple, p. 

f).' --in: " v 1, \ mother, her cruelty, p. 

death, :'■ ; 
'•• • •>!•' ■' ..v 's captains, his hi- 

'>•.■'■;»■ y - ?•■«■ *' ■ ■' ' ' ./.id thither, p.<5,~. 
;h : f.n.- »„ ! he haft-Indict 
tnv ■•. •"!!(.'•:.. .ilv nit jus lltuation, 

,Mg C ; ,/,V,, p 

p 25-4 

/'<•>/.«.*, p. 141 
■"^•'» 1--4-4- 
J, p 134. 



Oracles, n.v fknous 



the /'. i '.' - ;, ddcoverS the impofturc ojf' 



Ox.-itres, Darius's brother, yields himfelf to 
Alexander* p.400. generoufly dealt with,/£. 



Pahflinc, its fouth-weft bounds, p. fz. 
Palmyra, what was its name in Solomon's time, 
p.46. 

Pammcnes the Theban affins Artabazus, p. 371. 

Panthea, her love to her husband, p.oz, 93. 

Papyrus, paper firft found out, p. 390. 

Parmenio fent into y^fa by Philip, p. 377. takes 
Damafcus iox Alexander, 382. his faying to 
Alexander for his civility to the Jewifh High - 
pricfl, 3S5-. put to death by the command 
of Alexander, 3pp. 

Paryfitis, Queen of Perfia, her cruelty, p. 
322, 323, 341, 344. banifhed by her fon 
Artaxcrxes Mnemon, and recall'd, 344. 

Paufanias, King of Sparta , commands the 
Grecians at the battel of Platxa, p. iSt. 
their fleet againit the Per/tans, ipi. his 
treachery, 193. depofed, ib. put to death, 
194- 

Paufanias abufed by Attalus , p. 378. kills 
Philip of Maccdon, ib. 

Pauftris fucceeds AmyrUus his father in the 
kingdom of Egypt, P.33S. 

Pekah JCing of Samaria, his attempts againit. 
5KiiigV/&<?;;, p. 2. Ifafah\ prophecy of him 
fulfilled, 3 v i 1. 

Pelopidas the Theban, his great actions, p-jo'j. 
"will hot adore Artaxcrxes, ib. 

Pcloponnefian war begins, p. 313. the double 
dealings of the Perfians , 324. their wif- 
dom in it, ib. end of, 330. fatal to the 
Athenians, t \b. 

Pentateuch, Samaritan copy of it, p. 330. 
brought.. Jfito Europe, 331. another, 
differs from thejewiui, 33.2. a miftakc con- 
cerning it, 335. 

Perdiccas goveriiour of Arid<cus, Alexander's 
brother and fucceffor, p.410. ill fucceis in 

Pfrgdmena, . Av hjy parch fricnt fo called, p . 3 5 2 . 
Pcrfepolis fack'd by jitcxfaiacr, p. 327. burnt, 

ibid. 

Pcrfi.i, greatness of th'at empire, p. 2iS. 
Pcililchcc, Tbucydidcfs adcount of it, p. 514, 

Phamabazus, the Perfian, leagues with the 
Lacedemonians, p. 324. kills Alcibiades at 
their defire, 341 . makci a truce with them, 
34f. adcuusFiflipb'ernesiiiy. pai lies with 
Agejilatts 3 jri. lus .actions in Egyj>t, 361. 
a fine laying of his, ib. 

Plaiavh Ihphra, (be Aeries 

■Pharaoh Necbo, fee Nccus. 

Pharuacyas the Perfian .fcuhuch, his treafon, p. 

320. put to death, 322. 
Phcdpna, /wife to Sf/ietdis thg impollch - .King 

of Pcrjia, difcovcrs him, p. 138, 1 30. * luar- 
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ried to Darius, 14.3. 
Philip King of Macedon, matter of Greece, p. 

377. prepares for a war with Perfta, ib. 

ilain, 378. his family deftroy'd, 447. 
Philoftratus, his hiftory of Apollonius T'yan.ens, 

a fable, p-4fO. 
Phocion the Athenian fent ro the affiftancc of 

the Per funis, p. 372. 
Phraortes King of Media, his defeat and death, 

Pifutbnes rebels againft Darius Nolhus, p. 321. 
Plataa, battel of, Per/tuns routed there, p. 1S7. 
Pbosftkia, its extent, p. 443. 
iVfl/o bom, p. 318. his death, 376. 
Polygamy, Socrates plagued by it, p. 3 ip. 
Polyfpcrcbon, governour of Alexander's fons, p. 

417. murders one of them, 433. 
Porphyry, his faying of Daniel's prophecies, p. 

128. 

Porus Vanquifh'd by Alexander, p. 402. gene- 

roufly ufed by him, ib. 
Prayers, forms of, vindicated, p. 2pp. cxtem- 
. porary reproved, 300. 

Prayers, Jewifh, 297, 298, 299. againft. the 
chriftians, 29jp. coo ldng, 300. times of, 
501. 

Preaching, the gfcat ufe of it, p. 310. 
■Pricft, camp, pi 1 14- 

Priells, J'cwilh, their courfes after the captivi- 
ty, p. 107. rich veftments worn by rhem, 
nr. barefooted, ib. 

Prodictts the heretick, a follower of Zoroa/rcs's 
opinions, p. 181 . 

Prophetical books of fcripturc, when firft read 
in the fynagogltes, p. 2^2, 263 . into how 
many fecriorts divided, ib. 

Prophecy, fpirit of, when it ceafed,p. i2f,io"6. 

-Protelytes, their privileges in whole or in part, 

■Protagoras condemn'd for ntheifm at Athens, 
p. 323. 

Pfahtis cxlvi, cxlvii, cxlviii, by whom faid to 
be written, p. if i . 

PJawmeuitus fucceeds his father Awafts King 
of Egypt, p. 132. conquered by Cambyfes, 

Pfammis fucceeds his father Necus King of E- 
gypf-> P-f3- 

Pfammitichus makes himfelf King of Egypt, p. 
z6. wars with the Afj'yrians, ib. his death, 

PJhmmittcbus II. reigns many ages after the 
firft, p. 343. defcended from him, ib. his 
avarice and cruelty, ib. 

Pfammutbis King of Egypt, his fhort reign, p. 

Ptolemy has the government of Egypt after A- 
iexander's deathj p. 410, 413. his wifdotn 
and benignity , ib. takes Jerrffatcm, 41 6. 
■ Wars with Antigonus, 424, & fiq. routs De- 
metrius, 42f. his gencrofrty^ ib. peoples 
Alexandria, 428. when his reign commen- 



ced, p-438. highly honoured by the Rbo- 

dians, ib: his wives, 44^. 
Purim fearr, the Jewifh Bacchanals, p. ZfO. 
Pyirhus, marries Ptolemy's daughter, p. 446. 

his rife, ib. 

Pythagoras, difcipleof Zoroajlres, imitateshim, 
p. 173, 180. a m.iiake in hiltory concern- 
ing him and his dodrinc, ib. he learned the 
doctrine of the immortality of the foul from 
7. or oa /Ires, ib. 

P) thins, his riches, p. 24)-. 

R 

Rabbi, hmv long the Jcwifh doctors have been 

fo call'd, )> 2 f p. 
Ray, Mr. an cuor of his about the invention 

of paper orreftcd, p. 392. 
Red- Sea, not fo call'd from its rcdnefs, p. p. 
Rcgibilus, King ot Babylon, p. 23. 
Reports, filrprizing, of the battel of Mycale, 

and Pattlus Aimylius clear'd up, p. igp. 
Religious Worfhip of any kind, the impiety of 

arrronting it, p. 1 56". 
Rbodians, the honours they paid to Ptolemy , 

P-45 8 - 

River of Egypt, fo called in fcripturc, not the 

Nile, p. fz. 
Roxana, a Pcrfian princefs, fawn afundcr, p, 

Roxana, Alexander marries her, p. 400. her 
cruelty to Darius's daughters, 411. put to 
death, 433. 

S. 

Sabacon, the Ethiopian, takes the King of Egypt 
and burns him, p. 14. called So in fcripture, 
ib. his death, 16. his fon Sevecbus, called 
Setbon by Herodotus, fucceeds him as King 
of Egypt, ib. iS. 

Sabians, planet worfhippers, p. 1 39. firflwor- 
fhipp'd them^r SacclU, 140. alter by ima- 
ges, and'why, ib. 

Sabians, image worfhippers fo call'd, p. 139. 
what they were, 140. the feci: founded by 
the Babylonians, ipo. their feat at Charr<e, 
where Abraham dwelt, 41 p. 

Sadducces, Epicureans, p. 434. 

Saint Paul thought to fpeak of lfaiah's martyr- 
dom, p. 23. 

Salmancfcr fucceeds his father Arbaces , p. rr. 
his names in fcripture, ib. carries Jerobo- 
am's golden calf from Jktbel, ib carries the 
Jfraclitcs into captivity, 14. makes Tobit his 
purveyor, ib. 

Sanlaria, when and by whom peopled, p. 24. 
people idolaters, 16, 127. temple there, 227. 
refuge of rcfraclory Jews, ib. cm fed by 
Zcntbbabcl, 328. how tfiey differ from the 
Jc-jus, 2ip. expeft ChrHt,, 333. 

Samaritans are refufed a fhare in rebuilding the 
temple, 
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of Perfta, p. 136, 6? feq. unkind to the 
Jews, 138. marries Cyrus's daughter, ib. 
his impofture difcovered, 139. he is ffein, 
ibid. 



temple, ^Tizj." ob~llfruc"tit, 1*7, i,fz^ if 3. 
" htfrrrb'fed, 1 if 3. 1 again by Xerxes,, i8t. by 
Alexander, 2.1,9: trUe worfhippers, 336". re- 
ceiver only the five books of Mofes, 330. . 
Sttttbnllat the Horonite^ a friend to the Sama- \\So,dom, lake of, its nature, p. 430. 

rit.ans, p. 239. hates the ^testf, 327. mar- J' Socrates juftly plagu'd by his two wives, p. 319, 
ries his daughter to the High-prieft's fon, ib. put to death, 346. thefather of moral phi 

builds a temple at Samaria, ib. 1 ? «" ,1, . , , , -. „/ 1. ;t. 

Saofduchinus iucceeds his father Efarhaddon 



King of AJyria, p. 28. fee Nebucbodonofor . 
Sardis taken and burnt, p. if 8. 
Scythians, their conqueirs in Media : and 

^/fa, p. 34, 3^ . driven out of them, fo. 

routed by Darius, 179. 
Selathiel,. fon of J.ehoiakin , is called King at 

Babylon, p. 8f '. ' 
Scleucia built, p. 448. 
SeUucia and Babylon the fame, p. 4f6. 
Srteitcus made governour of Babylon, p. 414. 

hisTmall beginning, 42 f . His greatnefs, 441 . 

takes the title of King, ib. wars with the 
. King of India, 439. 

Sennacherib fucceeds his father falmanefer King 
ofAffyria, p. 16. wars with Hezekiah, ib. 
who pays him a great tribute, 17. over- 
runs'^/, 18. retires and invades Judaea, 
19' his blafphemous meflage to King He- 
zekiah, ib. routs the Egyptians and Ethio- 
pians, ib. his army killed by an angel 
Judaa, ib. that angel brought on them a 
hot wind, 20. . what Herodotus fays of him, 
ib. raifes the fiegc of Pelufium, 1 8. flain 
by .his fons, p: 21. ".',!'.'■ 

Serbonis, lake of, the danger of it,- pi 338. 

Sevcchus King of Eiypt, his weaknels and mif-, 
fortunes, p. 18. his death, 21. 

Shcbna, an ill minister of ManaJ/'eh's remov'd,' 
p-if. 

Shechem, the feat of the Samaritans fince ^f'- 
' lexander's time, p. 337-, 395-. Jacob's well 
there, 3 3f. "' . 
Shecinah, the cloud in the temple, p. 119. 
Shekel of filver, its value, p. 110. ; 
Shekels- with Samaritan characters, p. 272. 
Shujhan, a. gate of the temple^ why To call'd, 



lofophy among the Greeks, ib. 
Sogdianus kills Xerxes the younger, and ufurps 

the Pcrftan throne, 3 20. put to death, ib. 
Solomon, his immenfe riches, p. f, 245-. (not. f .) 

his vaft commerce, 6. 
Solomon's temple, the bignefs of it, p. 1 1 3. 
Star^in Bethlehem, foretold by. Zoroafires, p. 

Statira, Queen of Perfta, her revenge, p. 341. 

poyfoned, 344. 
Statira, Darius's daughter, marry'd to Alexan- 
der, p. 40f. 
Strato the Tyrian , Hived by his flave, p. 384. 

his defcendants Kings of tyre, ib. 
Style of writing, whence fo called, p. 391. 
Surat, fome ot Zoroafires's feci: ftill there, p. 

Sufa, Daniel governour of that province, p. 
129. city of, a fculpture of it on one of 
the gates of the temple, 1 f 1 . 
Sufanna, the elders that wou'd have corrup- 
ted her, p. f6. the hiftory doubted, 129, 
1 3°* , 

Syene, tower of, in Ezekiel, a wrong tranflati- 

„on, p. 73. (not. m .) 
Synagogue, great, elders of, p. t 9 f, t 9 6. 

when they. began and ended, ib. 
Synagogues, the original of them among the 
Jews, p. 29f . their number, 296. not be- 
fore the captivity, 29JV fervice perform'd 
in 'em, 296. how many days in the week, 
301. manner of reading the fcriptures in 
them, ib. minifters of the fynagogue feir- 
vice, who, 304, 305*. 
Syria, kingdom of, in Damafcus, deftroyed 
by Arbaces King of AJfyria, p. 4. how di- 
vided, 443. ■ 



burnt, p. .5^2. ' " .' -\ '' . 

SUmtoHites errtargt: 'their bdrdcrs, pi it. 
Simon, father, reprdv'd, p. 284. 
Simon the Juft fueireeds his father Onias in the 
^High-priefthobd; p. 442. h.is. good chara* 
£ter, 4f2. compleats the canon of the bi- 
= > Vte,ib. ; 
•Sifamnes an unjuft judge, his puhifliment, p. 



Sfjigambis, mother 6f Darius Codq^anaus, her 
defcent, p. 369. . prifoner to Alexander, 398. 
•4-^ htrtgrier fbr^nVdeath,' 41 1 V . : - 

SMwelJnWke themfelvts mailers of 'tyre^ p. 384! 
•'.&fo*fe»'i brother-^f Cdmbyfes, murdered by 

•'. himy P . i|fC- - ■ : «■-_-;-■ ■ 

Smerdis, ahimpdftbrj facceeds t'amMyfes King^ 



Tachos, King of Egypt, driven out of his king- 

.. dom by his fubjects, p-. 366. 

Talmuds, two, of : J erufahmw\<i Babylon, p ; 2f 8. 

when compleated, ib. 
"Talmud, Jewilh, what it confifts of, p. 2^8. 
.: Maimonides abridgment, 25*9. . 
fanais river, miftakes of authors about it, p. 
- 40°- • ■ 
Tannaim, Jewilh doctors of the law fo called, p. 

fane ' Dilcarnain, a jewifli ,JEra , %z6. 
^ , why fo called, ib. 427., . i h. :iSi 

^arfl/ifli, of its;fituation and trade', p. 8. ■ i» the 
..JEaff Indies, ib. ., ; 

Tatnai, 
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Tatnai, the Per/tan governour of Palefiine, his 
kindnefs co the Jews, 144, I4f . 

Thebais in Egypt, a colony of Samaritans fent 
thither by Alexander, p. 240. 

Temple of Ephefus burnt by Eroflratus, p. 370. 
rebuilt by Denocrates, $90. 

Temple of Jerufalem burnt twice on the fame 
day of the year, 64. 

Temple of Jerufalem, the incredible fums laid 
out in building it, p. f. burnt, 64. rebuilt 
by Cyrus's decree, 106. what each Jew 
paid towards it, no. how intent the Jews 
were upon it, 112. fecond not fo magni- 
ficent as the firft, 113. improved after- 
wards, ib. the glory of the firft, in what 
it confifted, 1 14. the rebuilding of it op- 
pofed by the Samaritans, 127, if 2. revived 
under Darius , 143. when finifhed, lyi. 
Alexander there, 3 of. 

Temple of Jupiter Hammon, where built, p. 
2po. Alexander vifits it, ib. 

Temple of Samaria built in oppofition to that 
at Jerufalem, p. 327. Jofepbus, his miftake 
about it, 386. 

Temple of Sardis burnt by the Ionian Greeks, 
p. if 8. occafions great mifchiefs, ib. 

Tennes the Sidonian, his treachery, p. 372. 

Teriteuchmes the Perftan, his tragical ftory, p. 
341. 

Teftament, old and new, hiftories of facts be- 
tween them, p. 337. 

Teftament, new, firft divided into verfes by 
Robert Stephens, p. 2<Jp. 

Tetrapolis, cities fo called, and why, p. 443. 

Thales the philofbpher, when he iiv'd, p. ff . 
foretels an eclipfe, ib. 

Thebans, oppofe a bad peace with the Perfians, 
p. 360. overthrow the Lacedemonians, 36 z. 
fubdu'd by Alexander, 37P. 

Thebes in Greece taken by Alexander, p. 375. 

Thebes in Egypt called No-Amon in icripture , 
p. 18. Nahum\ prophecy of it, ib. dc- 
ftroy'd before Nineveh, ib. 

Themiftocles beats the Perfians in the ftreights 
of Salamis, p. i8f, 186. his power envied 
by the Lacedemonians, 104. accufed by 
them, but acquitted, ib. forced to quit 
Greece, ib. flies to Xerxes, ipf. highly ho- 
noured by him, ib. his efcape out of Greece 
difculs'd, 196. his refolute death, 204. 

Thermopyle, ftraits of, battel there, p. r8f . 

Theffalonice, killed by her fon, p. 447. 

Thimbro the Lacedemonian, his wars in Afia, p. 
344. his baniihment, f4f . 

Thucydides, his noble defcent, p. 163. his hi- 
ftory corrected, p. ipo". 

Tiberius's fifteenth year, how reckoned, p. 230. 

Tiglath Pilefer, Arbaces fo called in fcripturc, 
p. 2. hired by King Ahaz to affift him, 4. 
carries the Jews into captivity, 10. an er- 
. ror of archbilhop Ufher's concerning him re- 
ctifyed, 11. his death, ib. 

VO L. I. 



Ttmagoras the Athenian adores the King ofPer- 
Jia, fentenccd to dye for ir, 246. 

Tirhakah the Ethiopian aififls Seveclms King of" 
Egypt, p. 1 p. fucceeds him, 21. his deal b , 

Tifri, why the firft month of the JcwiiTi year, 
p. 1 op. 

Tiffaphemes the Perfian leagues with the Lace- 
demonians, p. 324. Cyrus, fon of Darius, 
wars with him, 342. in favour with Ar- 
taxerxes, 343. begs a truce of the Lace- 
demonians, 347. he fears the Grecians, ib. 
routed by them, 24P. accus'd by Pbarna- 
bazus, 3fo. beheaded, ib. 

Tithranftes cuts of? Tifapherves's head, and fuc- 
ceeds him in his government, 3^0. bribes 
the Greeks, 3f r. 

"Titus, his triumph for the taking of Jerufalem, 
p. 117. 

Tobiah the Ammonite profanes the temple in 
Nehemiah's time, p. 3 1 5-. 

Tobit carried into ciptivity, p. 14. advanced 
by the King of AJ/yria, 'ib. opinions of the 
book fo called, 3P. firft written in Chr.l- 
dee, ib. feveral verflons of ir, ib. 

Trade carried on by the Jews, p. y. loft, 6, 
what it included, 7. 

Trade, Eafl-bidia, ,ho\v it pail from the Jews 
to the Syrians, from them to the Tyrians , 
from them to the Egyptians, from them ro 
the Portuguefc, and from them to the Eu- 
glijh and Dutch, p. 7. the great advantages 
or it, 130,424. 

Traditions rejected by the Samaritans, p. 333. 
times of, when they began, 4f3- 

Trogus Pompeius, whence he took his hiftory, 
p. 34<S. 

Tyre, Ezekiel]s prophecy againft it, p. 63,383. 

when built, op. beiieged by Nebuchadnez- 
zar, ib. taken, 72. 

Tyre new built in an ifland, p. 72. taken by 
Alexander, 3 S3. beiieged by Antigonus, 
4*4- 

Tyrians, friends to Solomon , p. f. take the 
trade from the Je ws and Syrians ,' 7. favour- 
ed in it by the Perfians, ib. befieged.i'and 
ftreightened by the AJJ'yrians, if.- Jfaiajfs 
prophecy againft them, i5. help the. Jews 
to rebuild the temple, 130. recover their 
privileges, 1^7. maftered by their fiayes , 
384. governed by magiftrates, called Suf- 

. fetes or Judges, from the Hebrew Shophfitim, 

u. : 

Vafliti Queen of Perfta difpleafes Artaxerxes , 

p. 202. divorced, 203.. 
Vatablus, firft Latin Bible divided into verfes, 

with numbers affixed, p. 2<Sp. 
Udiaftes thePerftan, his tragical ftory, p. 341. 
Verfe, a line in profe, p. 264, 26f . 

G g g g Verfes, 
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Verfes, the reafon of dividing the fcripture in- 
to verfes, p. 263. when begun by the Jews, 
ib. &2A4. 



Verfes, wTiefher"diftiriguifhed at firft as nbwi Xerxes, fon of \Ariax4rxes Longimantts, hisfhort 
iri-the Hebrew Bibles, on only by lines, p.; J-eign, p. $26. 
264, 2<Sf. . v ti 
Verfes, when? numbers added to 'era in trie! 
Hebrew Bibles, p. 270. at firft diftiriguiflv 
ed by letters, 269 ■ 
Univerfities, jewifh, p. 276. vaAJfyria, ib., 
Vowel points , their "original , p. 273, &c. 

none in the books ufed in the Jewifh fyna- 
gogues, 274. 

Uriah the prophet flain by King Jehoiakim Y 

P-..47-. . 
Urini and fhummim treated of, p. 120. 
UJher, archbifhbp, a miffake of his in chrono- 
logy rectified, p- 106. another about Aha- 
fuerus, 198. about the feventy weeks pro- 
phecy, 224. procures a copy of the Sama- 



ritan Pentateuch, 331. 
Ufury forbidden to the Jews, p. 290. their 
extortion, 289, 290- 

W. 

Weeks, feventy, prophecy concerning the 

coming of our Saviour, p. 207. 6? feq. 

differences about it, 211. reconciled, 223. 

firft feven of them in Daniel's ' prophecy, 

when ended, 324. 
Worfhip, forms of, vindicated, p. 299. Jews, 

what it is, ib. £5? feq . 
Writing, manner of it by the ancients, p. 391, 

3^i- 



Xantippus, the Athenian general, deftroys the 
Perjian army and fleet, p. 188, 191. his 
fuccefles, ib. 

Xenopbon's biftory preferable to Herodotus's for 
what relates to Cyrus, p. 86. his retreat 
out of Perfia with the Greeks, 343. 

Xerxes, a younger fon of Darius, demands and 
obtains the crown, p. 166. confirms 
thsjews privileges, 182. his wars in Egypt, 
ibid, preparations for his wars with the 
Greeks, 183. his prodigious army, ib. en- 
: tess Greece, i8f . and Athens, ib. frighted 
and returns inglorioufly, 186. his army de- 
ftroyedj 188. and fleet, ib. his great dif- 
appointment, ib. deftroys the Gracian tem- 
ples, and why, 189. a zealous Magian, 190. 
returns to Sufa, ib. deftroys the temples of 
; the Sabians, ib. his inceftuous love and 
cruelty, 191, £5? feq- fets a price on Tthemi- 
fiocles's head, 194, how he receives him, ib. 



I9f. weary of his war with the Greeks, 
197- murdered, ib. fuppofed by Sca/iger 
to be Ahafuerus, 199. 



Year, the beginning of thejewifh, p. 109. 
Years, called~weeks by the Jews, p. 207. 
Year, CbaldOcan, 3$ j- days, p. 222. Arabs and 
Turks, ib. x Jews and Greeks ufed lunar years, 
' ib. Greek year confifted of 360 days, ib. 
Years, fabbathof, how reckoned, p. 223. 
Year lunar and folar , the difference between 
them, p. 311 ,312. 

Z. 

Zechariah, his prophecies, p. 143, 144, 14^. 

his death, 166. 
Zedekiah, King of Judah , his wicked reign, 
p. f4- rebels againft Nebuchadnezzar, 60. 
will not hearken to Jeremiah, 63. is taken, 
prifoner, and bound in chains, ib. 
Zend, Zoroafi 'res's book fo called, and why, 
p. 176. taken out of the fcripture, ib. 177. 
Zendiches, Arabs Epicureans, p. 434. 
Zephaniah contemporary with the prophet Jer 

remiah, p. 47. flain, 64. 
Zerubbabel, one of the leaders of the Jews af- 
ter their reftoration, 106. Cyrus's gover- 
nour of Judtea, ib. his affiftants, ib. the 
prophet Haggai's mefTages to him, 143. 
goes to Z>« rw, 15-3. curfes the Samaritans, 
328. 

Zibbor Sheliach , a prieft among the Jews, 
his office, p. 306. 
Zichri, the Ephraimite, wars with Kin gAhaz, 
p. 3. 

Zidonians, help the Jews to rebuild the temple, 
p. 130. 

Zocatora ifland, fuppofed to be Ophir, p. 8. 

Zopyrus, his cruel ftratagem on himfelf to ferve 
Darius, p. 149. 

Zoroafires, the Perfian prophet, his firft appear- 
ance^. 167. ofJewifhdefcent,/£. afervant 
of Daniel the prophet, 168. alters the Magi- 
an religion, ib. 169. has a Jewifh platform, 
172. has Pythagoras for his difciple, 173. 
no Magian, but a philofopher, 174. refides 
at Balch in Perfia, ijf, 178. prefents his 
revelations to Darius, 176. his book taken 
from fcripture, 177. flain, 178. held in e- 
fteem by the Greeks, 179. Pliny's faying of 
him, ib. and others, ib. faid to have fore- 
told the coming of Chrift, 18 1. how ma- 
ny lines his works confifted of, 266. 
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A 



Ckhorius the Gaul invades Pannonia, 



Achtean commonwealth, what it was, p. n 3. 
Achisus, his good fervices to Seleucus Ceraunus, 
p.yz. refufes the kingdom of Syria, ib. 
recovers part of it, 74. ufurps it, 78 . be- 
fieged in Sardis, 88. betray'd and deliver'd 
to Antiochus, 89. beheaded, ib. 
Achillas makes war upon Cafar at Alexandria, 

p. 57Z.. put to death, 575. 
Acrofticks mention'd by Cicero, what they were, 

p.488. 
Atlium, battel of, p. 4fo. 
Adamantius, why Origen fa called, p. 44. 
JE/hw Gallus, his unfuccefsful expedition a- 

gainft the Trog lodytes in the eaft, p-47 1 - 
A£ra, chriftian, when begun, p.fio. 
Aura, Julian, corrected as it is now, p. f 10. 
A£ra of the Seleucida and the Julian how they 
differ, p. 145, 169, 175, 6ft. 

. of the ABiac victory, p. 4f 8 . 

. of Diode/tan, p.4f». 

Philippic, p.4fP- 

ALtolians invite Antiochus the Great to make war 
on the Romans in Greece, p . 1 o 3 . 
. 4 



Agathodea, her wickednefs, p. 79. plunders 
Ptolemfs treafury at his death, pz. endea- 
vours to ufurp the regency, ib. killed, 93. 

Agathodes, her brother, his treafon, p. 93. 
killed, ib. 

Agat bodes, govcrnour of Parthia for Antiocbui, 
occafions the loft of the province by fodomy, 
p. f8. 

Agathodes, fon of Lyfimachus, his actions a- 
gainil Demetrius, p. 4, fc? /e?. murder'd 
by means of his aunt and ftep-mother ^fr/;- 



favourite ofAugufius, marries 5'*//* 
his daughter, p-47f. his fons by her, 480. 
entertain'd at Jerufalem, 48 1 . his expedi- 
tion to Bofphorus, ib. his death, 4Pf . 
Alcaudonius King of the Arabs offers himfelf 

by auction, p. 384. 
Aldus, his edition of the feptuagint, p.46. 
Alexander made governour of Perjia by Antio- 
chus the Great, p. 73. rebels, 74. and flays 
himfelf, 76. 
Alexander made King of Egypt by Cleopatra his 
mother, p. 289. leaves the kingdom, z<?f. 
pcrfuaded by her to return, ib. kills her, 
3or. expelled for it, ib. flain, ib. 
Alexander his fon reigns there by favour of the 
Romans, p. 309. murders his wife, ib. 
expelled by the Alexandrians , 329. his 
death. 
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death, 430. he is not named by Ptolemy the 
aftronomer, ib. 
Alexander Jannteus made King of Jud<ea, 291. 
deals doubly with Ptolemy Lathy fus King of 
Cyprus, 292. is overthrown by him, 293. 
affiftcd by Cleopatra, mother of Lathyrus, ib. 
his interview with her, 294- beaten by the 
Philadelphia^, 29f- hated by the Phari- 
fees, ib. takes and facks Gaza, 2.96. af- 
fronted in the temple, and kills fix thoufand 
Jews, 597. makes the Arabians and Moabites 
tributary, 298. worried by the Arabs, Z99- 
hated by the Jews, ib. their bold faying to 
him, 301. he is routed and flies, ib. his 
wars with them continued, 302. reduces 
them, 304. his extreme feverity, ib. fifty 
thoufand of them killed, ib. takes Pella, 
and drives away the inhabitants, 307. en- 
larges his conquefts, 308. his vices, ib. hi: 
death, 309. his good advice to his wife a- 
bout the government which he left hen 



ixaHder fon of Ariftobitlus efcapes from Rome, 
p. 3f2, 3f4- makes war in Judaa, and is 
pardon'd by Gabinius, 3f 3. reconciled to him 
again, 3f7- makes peace with Caffius, 363. 
tried and beheaded by command of Pompey, 
1,66. 

Alexandra, Queen of Jud<ea, favours the Pha- 
rifees, p. 310. her death, 319- an error 
concerning her corrected, ib. 

Alexandra Marianne's mother, her fcandalous 
behaviour at her daughter's death, p. 464. 
put to death* 4<Sf . 

Alexandria, Jews very numerous there, p. 3f . 
trade of the eaft brought thither, f6. in- 
habited by three forts of people, 8y. vault- 
ed' under ground, 374. as at this day, ib. 

Alexandrian copy of the feptuagint, by whom 
written, p- 47. its antiquity, ib. 

Alexandrians, their skill in aftronomy, p. 184. 
fedition, 209. leave their city, 229. 

Amatbtis taken and raz'd by the King of Ju- 



d<ea, p. 299- 

Amifus mPontus, long fiege of, by the Romans. 
, p. 3if . made a free city by Lucullus, 3 17. 

Ammianus Marcellinus corrected, p. 8. 

Ammonias, minifter to the impoftor Balas of 
Syria, p. 209. his cruelty, ib. plots againft 
the King of Egypt, hi, 212. flain, ib. 

Anaclateria of Ptolemy, what it was, p. 101 

Ananelus an Obfcure man made High-prieft by 
. Herod, p. 433- r . „ 

Andreas follicites Ptolemy for the Jews, p. 22, 

Andrifcus an impoftor pretends to the kingdom 
of Macedon, p.20f . 

Andronicus, governour of Antioch, puts Omas 
fihe High-prieft to death, p. 1 27. punifh'd 
for it, ib. 

Angli, their origin, p. 29$" • 

Anna the prophetefs, her marriage, p. 297 
the fame mention'd by St. Luke, ib. her re- 
ligious exercifes in the temple, 302. her 



expectation of Chrift, 493. 

Antigonus of Socho chofen prcfident of Sanlx- 
drin, p. 1. his learning, ib. death, 5-3. 
and character, ib. 

Antigonus Gonatas, fon of Demetrius King of 
Macedon, routs the Gauls, p. 21. marries 
the daughter of Seleucus, and has peaceable 
pofleffion of the kingdom, fo. befieges./- 
thens, ft . drives Cleomenes out of Spur/a, j? . 

Antigonus, brother to Ariftobulus King of Ju- 
d<ea, murder'd by an artifice of the Queen, 
p. 290. 

Antigonus, Arijlobulus's younger fon, fet up by 
a faction, 396, 397- cuts Hyrcanus's ears 
off, 398. the kingdom given from him by 
the Romans, 399. furrenders himfclf to sln- 
tony's general, 408. put to death by order 
of Antony, ib. 
Antioch made a free city by Pompey, p. 332. 
Antiochus Soter, fon 'of Seleucus, how he got 
his father's wife Stratonice, p. 7. fucceeds 
him, 18. wars for ihe kingdom of Mace- 
don, f o. yields it to Antigonus, ib. beats 
the Gauls, and is thence called Soter, ib. de- 
feated by Eumenes, f4- his death, ib. 
Antiochus Theus fucceeds his father Soter, p. y 4. 
marries his filler Laodice, ib. his wars with 
Ptolemy Philadelphus, fj. lofes his caftcrn 
provinces, f8. divorces Laodice, and mar- 
ries Ptolemy's daughter Berenice, 5-9. turns 
off Berenice and re-takes Laodice, 62. poi- 
fon'd, ib. 

Antiochus Hierax, why fo called, 6f . routs 
his brother Seleucus, 66. his misfortunes 
and death, 67. 
Antiochus the Great afcends the Syrian throne, 
p. 73. wars with Ptolemy Philopator, 76. 
reduces the eaftern rebels, ib. loies the bat- 
tel of Raphia, 82. gains upon Attains, 84. 
reduces Achaus, .88 . his Parthian war, 89. 
his march into India, 91. his league againft 
the young King Ptolemy Epiphanes, 93. takes 
Sidon, 9f. is ai jeru/alem, 96. his decree 
in favour of the Jews, ib, his fuccefies in 
Afia Minor, 98. gives audience to the Ro- 
man ambafladors in thrace, ib. flies into a 
paflion, 99. fuffers by a ftorm, ib. Hanni- 
bal with him, 1 00. engaged by him in a 
war with the Romans, 10 1. makes alli- 
ances, 102. his mourning for his (on An- 
tiochus, ib. begins the war with the Ro- 



mans rafiily, 103. marries an ordinary wo- 
man in his old age, 104. driven into Afia, 
icy. his fleet beaten, ib. 106". fues in vain 
for a peace with the Romans, icy. routed 
by them, ib. pays a prodigious fum for a 
peace, ib. (not. u .) a faying of his on the 
lofs of his provinces to them, 109. robs 
the temple of Jupiter Belus, and is murder'd, 
ib. Daniel's prophecies of him fulfilled, ib. 
Antiochus Epiphanes his fon, an hoftage at Rome, 
p. 1 08. obtains the crown, 120. his extra- 
s vagancies, 
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vagancies, ib. and madnefs, ib. nicknamed 
Epimanes, izi. treated atjerufalem, 124. 
routs the Egyptians, 128. puts the Jewifh 
ambaflkdors to death, 129. his victories in 
Egypt, ib. 1 30. his cruelty and profaneneis at 
Jerufalem, 131. his immenfe booty, ibid. 
jnvages Egypt again, 132.. gives audience to 
ambafiadors in favour of Ptolemy, ib. his 
fevere decree againft the Jews, 137. his fol- 
ly at Daphne, 147. his death and wicked 
character, if 6, 6? feq. Daniel's prophecies 
concerning him fulfilled, if 8, feq. fuc- 
ceeded by his fon, 1 64. 

Antiochus Eupator, p. 16 f. his breach of faith 
to the Jews, 173. put to death by his bro- 
ther Demetrius, 177. 

Antiochus theos, fon of Balas, expels Demetrius 
King of Syria, p. 2.16. kind to 'Jonathan, 217. 
murder'd by his minifter2rj'/>Atf/;, 220. 

Antiochus Sidetes, brother of Demetrius, mar- 
ries his wife, p.zzf. kills the ufuiper gry- 
phon, and obtains the kingdom of Syria , ib. 
wars with Simon, 227. over-runs Pale/line, 
233. compels Hyrcanus to fue for peace, 234. 
his benignity faves the Jews from deft-ru- 
ction, 23 f. lends prefents to Scipio m Spain, 
zz6. his expedition againft the Parthians, 
238. kill'd, 23P. 

Antiochus Grypus make King of Syria by his 
mother, p. 249. educated -it Athens, ib. 248. 
forces his mother to drink the poifon the 
had prepared for him, 249. his arguments 
with his wife not to murder her filter, 2f 1 . 
forced to fly, 2f2. his death and fuccef- 
fors, zs>6. 

Antiochus his fon drown'd, p. 298. 

Antiochus Dionyfius, youngeft fon of Grypus, 
feizes the kingdom of Damafcus, p. 304. 
flain, 307. 

Antiochus Cyzicenus, Grypus his defign againft 
him, p. if 1. marries Cleopatra, fifter and 
wife to Lathyrus King of Egypt, ib. routs 
Grypus, and revenges the death of his wife, 
zfz. routed by the Jews, ib. oppofes his 
nephew Se leucus, 207. put to death, 2p8. 

Antiochus Eufebes, his fon, fucceeds him, p. 
ip8 . marries his uncle Grypus's widow, 2pp. 
forced to fly to the Parthians, ib. they re- 
ftore him to part of his dominions, 303. dies 
in obfeurity, 308. his widow keeps part of 
Syria, ib. 

Antiochus Afiaticus, his fon, reigns over a fm all 
part of Syria, p. 323. reduced to a private 
life, 3 2p. in him ended the Seleucida, ib. 3 f 2 . 

Antiochis, daughter of Antiochus the Great, im- 
pofes two fuppofititious Princes on the Cap- 
padocians, p. ip8. 

Antipater, father of Herod, his intrigues to 
reftore Hyrcanus to the kingdom of Judaa, 
p. 330. afiifts Cafar- at Alexandria, 2jf. 
very ferviceable to him, ib. and to the 
Jews with Cafar r 377. his wifdom and 
Vol. II. 



family, ib. fettles the government of Ju- 
d<ea, 378. prevents Herod's invading Jn- 
d^a, 380. poifoned by the ungrateful Ma- 
lic bus, 389. 

Antonia, caftle of, at Jerufalcm defcribed, p. 
2f 8, 2f p. called Baris at firft, ib. what ufe 
it was put to, ib. the pontifical robes kept 
there, ib. 

Antony, general of the horfe to Gabinius in 
Afia, p. 3f 2. feizes the pafTes of Egypt, 3f f . 
his generofity, 3^6". conful at Capir's death, 
380". his oration upon it, ib. outwitted 
by Oclavianus, 387. declared a publick e- 
nemy, ib. routs Brutus , 391. his gran- 
deur and luft, 3P2. is kind to Herod and the 
Jews, 393. enamour'd of Cleopatra, ib. orders 
the Jewifii ambafiadors to be flain, ib. falls 
out with and is reconciled to Auguftus, zoy. 
brib'd by Herod, 399. procures the clown 
for him, ib. his luxury at Athens, 402. 
balk'd in the fiege of Samofata, 40f. goes 
to Cleopatra, ib. to Italy, ib. his expedi- 
tion againft the Parthians, 434. his error 
and ill fuccefs, 43 f. his great lofs, 437. 
betray'd by Artabazes, ib. govern'd by 
Cleopatra, ib. his life with her, ib. 439. 
affronts his wife Otlavia to pleafe Cleopatra, 
441. his profufenefs to her difobliges the 
Romans, 444. revenges himfelf on Artaba- 
zes, ib. his treachery in that cafe offends 
Ob-tavianus, 44f. the Romans offended at his 
triumph in Alexandria , ib. gives king- 
doms to Cleopatra's children, /*£. 445. his va- 
nity, ib. miffes an advantage againft Ocla- 
-vianus, 447. his extravagant will, 448. 
fights Oclavianus at ASlium, 4fo. flies after 
Cleopatra, ib. deferted, 4f 2. afts the part 
of c timon of Athens, ib. his lewdnefs with 
Cleopatra to the Lift, ib. fues for peace in 
vain, 4ff. deferted by his fleet at Alexan- 
dria, 4f6". exclaims againft Cleopatra, ib. 
his character, ib. kills himfelf, ib. 

Antonius, his fon in favour with Augujlits t p. 
4f7- put to death, ib. 

Antony joins with Paul the monk in fetting up 
Monkery, p. 2S3. 

Apame, her fcandalous love for Demetrius fon 
of Poliorcetes, p. f 7. the occafion of a war 
between Antiochus I'heus, and Ptolemy Phi- 
ladelphia, ib. 

Apoftates, how hated and ufed by the Jews, 
p. 87. 

Apollomus Rbodius, library-keeper at Alexan- 
dria, p. xor. 

Apollophanes, Antiochus's Phyfician, his advice 
at a council of war, p. 77. 

Apollonius, lieutenant to Antiochus Epiphanes, 
deftroys Jerufalem, p. 1 36. routed and flain, 
147. feveral perfons of that name diftin- 
guifli'd, 210. 

Aquila of Pontus, his paraphrafe on the bible, 
p. 417. his apoftafy, ib. 

H h h h Abulia t 
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-</^.'f'/V» .undertakes atranflation of the bible in 
oppofition to the fcptuagint, p .39, his me- 
thod in it, 41 . 

Aratus the poet favour'd by Ptolemy, p. 6\. 

sfratr/s expels Nicochs tyrant of Sicyon, p. f 8 . 
gcncroully' affilled by Ptolemy Pbiladelpbus, 
and why, ib. 

Arcbelaus fon of Herod fucceeds him, p. f op. 
' he is baniftYd by Auguflus to V'tenne in Gal- 
lia, fit. 

Ajchias his avarice, p. 202. the occafion of 
his hanging himfelf, ib. 

Aretas King of Arabia, chofen King of Da- 
mafcus, p. 307. 

Ariaratbcs, King of Cappudocia, oppos'd by an 
impoflror, p. rp8. refutes the King of Sy- 
ria's filler in marriage, ib. 

Ariobarzanes chofen King of Cappadocia, 390. 

the Ramans his friends, ib. 
_Ariftea,s his account of the feptuagint confu- 
. ted, p. 27, & fcq. 2.8. 

Ariftobulus fucceeds Hyrcantts in the principa- 
lity of Judaa, p.2S8. afiiimes the title of 
King, and murders his mother, 283. £harcs 
the government with Antigonus his brother 
and murders him, ib. forces the Iturteam 
to be profclytes to the Jewifh religion, ib. 
murders his brother by the artifice of his 
wife, 290. dies of reraorfe, 29 1 . 

Ariftobuhts own'd King of Judaa by his elder 
brother Hyrcanus, 519- depofed by Pompey, 
.3.IP»&? fe.q- the time of his reign afceitain'd, 
ib. 321. not own'd by the Romans, 331. 
fcas audience of Pompey, 337. his plea, ib. 
departs without taking leave of him, 338. of- 
fends him, ib. his unfieadinefs, 338,339. put 

- in chains by Pompey, 341. carried away 
for hi? triumph, 343, 34^. efcapes from 
Rome, 3f4, renews the war, and is again 

. taken, ib.. joins with Cafar and is poifon'd, 

; 3<5.<s.. . 

Arijlojtulus,. the laft of the Afmonaan Princes, 
Herod's jealoufy of him, p. 440. beloved 

r . .by thejews, ib. murder 'd by Herod's craf- 
ty cruelty, ib. 

Jrifiohitbts,.. bis account of the tranflation of 
the "feptuagint, p. 23. confuted, 30. his 

. commentaries on Mofes fufpe&ed, 3,1. 

Arjfionicus^his. war with the Romans for the 
Kingdom of Pergamus, p. 236, 237. 

Ariftjotle inftructed by a learned Jew, p. 3X. 
his works, how preferved, 306. ftudy'd by 
thevchriftiarj fchool-men from an ill transac- 
tion, 230; • 

At faces . occafipns the revolt of Partbia from 

. Antiocbus, p. y8„ founds that kingdom,, and 
enlarges it, 66. fettles, ib. gives his narne 

: to his fucce(Tprs T 69. *- . - 

At -faces, his fon, leagues vilth. A*tiochut the 

h. . Or*** 1 ppo. hismcceflbb, 243. 

Arfinoe, wife of Lyfimackus., contrives the*ieath 
. .of his faz^gatbocktf fii-. 16,' bm^di'ty. 



marries her brother Ptolemy Pbiladelpbus 9 18. 
beloved by him, ib. her death, 60. 
Arfinoe, wife of Ptolemy, and daughter of Ly- 
fintacbus, divorced by him and bani£hed,,p. 
18. 

ArJinoe % wife and fitter to Ptolemy Phihpator, 

her courage, p. 82. put to death, 90. 
Arfinoe, filter to Cleopatra Ctefar's miftrefs, led 
in triumph by him, p. 376. murder'd by 
Antony to pleafe Cleopatra, ib. 
Attemon perfon&tcs Antiochus 2%eus, p. 62. 
Arundel, Earl of, a column concerning Seleu- 
cus King of Syria, brought by him out of 
Italy, p.6f. 
Afander made governour of Bofpborus by ftyar- 
naces, p. 376". ufurps the kingdom, 378. 
routs Mitbridates, to whom Cafar gave ir, 
ib. has quiet pofleflion of it, ib. 
Afia Proper, and the Lefs, diftinguifiYd, 2.36, 

(not. 5 .) 237. 
Afidieans, who they were that joined Maffa- 

thias, p. 142, 261. 
Afmonaan race, when they became poflefs^d of 
the High-priefthood, p. 204. of the fij-fi: 
clafe of the fons of Aaron, zof. their way of 
dealing with the eonquer'd, 307. the length 
of their reign over lfrael, 408. 
Aflaffination plot againfl: Herod, p. 46"7. 
Aflbciations of the Egyptians againfl: Ptolemy 

Epipbanes, p. 11 4. 
Aftacus, Nicomedia built on its ruins, p. 5*4. 
Athens befieged by Antigonus King of Maee- 
don, p. ft. 

Atropatians , now the Georgians , their King 

fubmits to Antiochus, p. 77. 
Attalus King of Pergamus fucceeds Eumenes, p. 
66. curtails the Syrian empire, ib. 73. o- 
verthrown by Antiochus the Great, 74. his 
league with the Romans and death, 97. how 
it happen'd, ib. 
Attalus, brother of Eumenes King of Pergamus, 
made King by him, p. 199. refigns to his 
nephew, ib. 
.Attalus. Philometor fucceeds his uncle Attalus, 
p. 228:. his vices and folly, 236. dies,.and 
leaves his goods to the.Raxtansjfbiy wiil,i ib. 
.Attilius Marcus, his.fevere punifhmenc for buf- 
fering the Sibyls books to be copys'd, p. 48$" . 
Aftgufius, the name given, to OlJevtattus Cte/ar 
by the fenate, p-46f • ambafiadors to him 
from the Indians,oCG.. 468. fet above the laws 
by the fenate, 470. -obliges. the Partbians 
to reftore Cn^fo/'sJcaptives and enfigns,. 47£. 
values himfelf upon it, 47,9, preferves the 
Sibylline oracles, and.other prqphecjesy 483. 
orders the empire to" be furvcy'd at the time 
of our Saviour's birth, fQfc. when he tax- 
( ed>it, ib. his deatby #14* his good chara- 
, &er, f,i,7- ... L 

\Afzariejit on©- of Jjtfas' MaccaVms''s comman- 

defs, "his ill cohdii8£ p>~io"7s i68:. 
i<fee/«l.takcn,by jQktt-i9^(^\S^tim ? ' 1Lt -7^ Z 
" " " Baccbidfi 
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Bacchides fent by the King of Syria againft 
Judas Maccabeus , p. ipf. kills him, tb. 
his cruelty, ib. worfted by Jonathan, tp6. 
quits Palefiine, 197. returns and makes peace 
with the Jews, p. zoo. 

Batlria revolts from Antiochus , p. j"8. the 
largenefs of the province, ib. 

galas, call'd alfo Alexander, an impoftor, pre- 
tends to the kingdom of Syria, p. 203 . makes 
Jonathan High-prieft, Z04. the Romans 
declare for him, zof. obtains the Syrian 
empire, and is kind to Jonathan, 206". mar- 
ries the King of Egypt's daughter, ib. his 
maie-adminihration, 2op. the cruelty of 
his favourite, ib. kill'd, 212. 

Balfam trees in Judaa^ p. 33P> 34°- do not 
grow there naturally, ib. 

-Saris, caftle of, at Jcrufalem, built by Hyrca- 
nus, p. 2f8- the feat of the Afmonaan 
princes, defcrib'd, ib. 

Baronius abufes Eufebius, p. 282. coi-refted. 
487. his annals recommended, f 10. 

Baruch, epiities of, not in the Hebrew Canon, 

Ba V jjhs 7 Cacilius gets C^r, >&w's lieu- 

tenant in Syria, murder'd, p. 3° r - com- 
mands his army, ib. baffles Antiflius Fetus, 
281. again, 384. 

Barzapharnes, the Parthian governour of tyrw, 
feizes Hyrcanus, prince of the ^fW-r, p. 3P7. 

Bath Roll, a kind of prophecy, what it was, 
p. Zf6. like the Firgilian*, ib. 

Jfofc, an epiftle penh'd by him, p. 188. 

Belgius the Ga^ invades Macedonia, and is de- 
feated, p. ip. 

Ben Sir a, a book among the Jews fo call'd, 
unskilfully taken for Ecclefiafticus, p. 238. 

Jot* taken by Pyrrhus, p. 4. 

Berenice gets Ptolemy to make her fon King, 
tho' he had an elder brother, p. 7. 

^Berenice, city of, built by Ptolemy Philadelphia, 

Berenice, daughter of Apame, gets her mother s 

gallant aflaflinated , p. f 7. 
Berenice, daughter of Ptolemy, married to An- 

tiochus fheus, p. fit. ihe is turn'd off, 6z. 

and flies; ib. murder'd, 6z. 
Berenice, wife of Ptolemy Euergetes, her hair 

turn'd into a coriftellation, p. 6$. 
Berhota, Aleppo fo call'd anciently, p. 173, 

(not.*) 302. 
Berijhitb Rabba, a commentary on Gene/is, 

BerofuJthe. hiftorian, when- he liv'd,- p:'ff . 

an account of hinr; ib: 
Bethfan in Paleftine, call'd Scythoplls, p, 1.7.1. 
makes his city' rettoWd fbr juftice, p\ 

201. (not. y '.) ; 
mfcyEngUJh tranfkttoti cWre&etf; l*4*8i(not. c )< 



Bible, vindicated by the Chaldee, and othei 

paraphrafes, p. 427, 428, &c . 
Bible, us'd by chriftians in divinations, p. if 7. 
Bibulus madegovernour of Syria, p. 31^3. lofes 

two of his Ions in Egypt, 
Bifhop of the Jews, an officer in England fo 
calPd, p. z6y • (not. k .) 
(hops, their temporal power diftinguifh'd 
from the fpiritual, p. iz6. 
Bifhops, in King William Ill's time juftly de- 
priv'd by the itate, p. 126. itill fuch of the 
church univerfal, ib. 
Bolis, the Cretan, his treachery, p. 88. 
Brafs, Corinthian, when firft made, p. 21 2. 
Brennus, the Gaul, invades Macedonia , and is 
defeated, p. 20. dies of defpair and drun- 
kenne/s, ib. a faying of another Gaul of the 
fame name to the Romans, 108. (not.".) 
Brutus feizes Macedonia and Greece after the 
death of C<efar, p. 387. defeated, 391. 
kills himfelf, ib. 
Buxtorf, his great learning, p. 431. 
Byzantium feiz'd by the Gauls, p. 20. 



&efar, Julius, raifesvaftfumsin his confulfhip^ 
p. 348. pafles the Rubicon, and begins the 
civil war, 26 j*. reduces Spain, $67. routs 
Pompey, 368. follows him to -Sgy/'f, 370. 
hears the caufe between Ptolemy and Cleopa- 
tra, 371. in love with Cleopatra, 372. di- 
ftreft ^Alexandria, 373. routs the Egyptian 
fleet, 374, 3 7f. in great danger, 374. makes 
the war for the fake of Cleopatra, 376. hi9 
decree in favour of the Jews, ib. his long 
ftay with Cleopatra, 377. how he came by 
the motto, Feni, vidi, vici, 378. routs Ca- 
to and Scipio in Africa, 380. reforms the 
Roman kalendar, 381,582. made perpetual 
dictator, 384. kill'd, 385-. his murder re- 
venged, 3pi, 4ft. 
C<efarea built by Herod, p. 473. made a good 

port, ibid 474- 
C afar cum, a palace built by Herod at Jerufa- 
p. 471. 

Cafar, Caius, Auguflus's grandfon, fent into the 
eaft,p.f 10. on his return diesof his wounds^. 
Caiphas made High-prieit of the Jews by the 

Romans, p. yi6. 
Calippic Cycle, what it was, p. 182. 
Callimachus the poet, favoured by Ptolemy, p. 
(St. his fatyr againft his difciple Apollonius, 
library-keeper at Alexandria, p. 1 o 1 . 
Callijfhettes burnt for burning the temple gates 

at Jerufalem, p. ifi'. 
Cahd'ace, Queen of Ethiopia, routed by the 
Rbhtani, p. 47*- , « , 

Captivity, Jewifli, at Babylon who the head 

Carrtxe* call'd iHartyt jn fenpture, p- J<Sa. 
Gf-^'-dcfeatcd-ttfere, ' »fc 

Gttr'thitjp 
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Carth^e ciclhoy'J, p. lit." 
C.-iffiusParixeajis put to death by OBavius y p. 

CvjC diiuiades Cr«j?6i from going againfi: the 
Partbians, p. 3<Jo- his good retreat after 
CV^'ii'N defeat, 361. repulfes the Partbi- 
ans\ 365- routs and kills 0/«f« the i^r- 
general, 364. feizes jj'Wa after the 
death of Cjefar, 387. his Ihength, 388. 
Dolabella kills himfelf for fear of him, 389. 
defeated, 39 1. kills himfelf, ib. 
Cjro, the Roman general, routs Antiochus the 

dcjt in Greece, p. lof . 
Ccl.Ois, well acquainted with the fenptures, 
p. 3-. the gveatcir enemy of the chrillians, 
4i>4- 

Cendeb^us, general of the Syrians for Ant io- 
cbus Siddes, routed by the ions of Simon, p. 

ZZ-7. 

Chaldec paraph rafes on the Bible, p. 41 3 . ne- 
ceflary for the Jews, ib. language learnt 
and fpoken by the Jews, ib. a true ftandard 
of it in Daniel and Ezra, 41 6. three diffe- 
rent dialects of it, 410. 

Chares of Lindas, builds the Colojfus at Rhodes, 

Chafidim or Ajid.eans, who the people fo call'd, 
p. 142. 

Cbinefe, call'd Seres by the Romans, p. 468 - 
Chriil born four years after the temple of Je- 
rufalem was re-cdify'd by Herod, p. 459. 
when Aiigufius furvey'd the Roman empire, 
j-of. call'd Sbilob, fiz. his firft ap- 
pearance in his million, f 17- he is cru- 
cified, ib. Daniel's prophecies of him ful- 
filled, ib. 

Chrift prov'd to be the Meffiah by the Jewifh 
Targums,42.7,C57'r. prophecies of him fulfil- 
led,^, by pagans, 488, 49*. forefhewn to 
the heathens' by prophecies, 491. the Jews 
expectation of him, ib. 

Chriil honours the feaft of dedication, appoint- 
ed by Judas Maccabaus, with his preiencc, 
p. Iff. 

ChrilHan fathers well skill'd in the Jewifh 

learning, p. 41 3. 
Chriilian churches make ufe of different tran- 

flations of the Bible, p. 4f , 
Chrillians, names given them by the Jews, p. 

240, 241. 

Chronology of the Jews, why erroneous, p. 

412.. 

Cbronicon Alexandrinum preferred in fome th ings 
to Eufcbias, p. 1 27 '- whv fo call'd, ib. 

Cicero, whence his name, p. 2fo. (not. f .) his 
' birth, 292. commands in Cilicia, 363. fa- 
luted Imperator, 364. profcrib'd.by the tri- 
umvirate, 388. his faying of the Sibylline 
oracles, p. 4J»- ... 

Cimmerian Bofpborus, what countrey fp <calPd , 
p. 328. .. . 

Cleumenes kills himfelf in the fbects oiAlexaa- 
'dria, p. 7f. 



Cleopatra, mother of Ptolemy Pbilometor, re- 
gent oi Egypt, p. it<5. her death, 123. 
Cleopatra, Queen of Syria, her many husbands, 
p. 24f . occafions the death of her husband 
Demetrius, 246. murders her own fon to 
reign in his Head, ib. attempts to murder 
another- fon, 249. her wtckednefs, ib. for- 
ced to drink poifon, ib. 
Cleopatra, wife to AntiocJjus Cyzicenus, murdered 

by her filler Trypb<ena, 2fi. 
Cleopatra , mother of Lathyrus and Alexander^ 
Kings of Egypt and Cyprus, her ambition, p. 
2fo, 2fi. how fhe expell'd Lathyrus, 2S9. 
her tyranny, 291, 301. kill'd by her foil 
Alexander, ib. 
Cleopatra aflbciated in the kingdom of Egypt 
with her brother, p. 30" f . gains Cafar by her 
beauty, 371,372. fhe has the kingdom gi- 
ven her by him, 376. poifons her other 
brother, 390. rctiifes to aid CaJJius, ib. 
charms Antony, feq. her bolddefign 
to draw her fleet over land to the Red-fea, 
4f 2. rejectsan offerof peace on the terms of 
killing Antony, 4f f . her treachery to Antony, 
4f 6. flies to a tower for fear of him , ib. 
fhe kills her felf, 4f 7. her character, ib. 
Clodius debauches his own filler, Lucullns's wife, 
p. 248. raifes a mutiny againfi him, ib. 
his lewdnefs, ib. and turbulent fpirit, ib. 
procures the banifhment of Cicero, p. 349- 
Cosle-Syria, what that countrey was, p. -84. 
Colojfits of Rhodes thrown down: p. 74. de- 
fcrib'd, ib. 

Comanians, priells of the moon, their number, 
P-334- 

Comets, appearances of them, p. 348. 
Cononoi Samos, the mathematician, his grofe 
flattery of Berenice, wife to Ptolemy Euergetes? 
p. 64. 

Conflellation, why call'd Coma Berenices, p.o\J-. 
Conqueils as uncertain as riches, p. 4f8. 
Coponius feizes the government of Jud<ea in 

AuguJJits's name, p. fii. 
Coptus on the Nile made a mart for the Eaflern 

trade, p. fo". 
Corintb deftroy'd, p. 212. 

Cornelia, mother of the Gracchi, refines to 
marry Ptolemy Phyfcon King of Egypt , p. 
176, 177. 

Corupedion, a fight there between Seleucus and 

Lyfimachus, p. 17. 
Cory cut, naval fight of, between the Syrian 

and Roman fleets, p. 10 f. 
Cos, ifland of, Hippocrates born there, p. ff . 

Berofus there, ib. 
Coita, the Roman conful, vanquilhed by Mi- 

thridates, p. 312. 
Court, outer, of the temple, what it was, p- 

219. (not. h .) 
Crafts enters on the Parthian war againift 
th • opinion of the Tribunes, .p. %f&. plun- 
ders the tempje of Jersfokt/tj 35-p. iiis 531 
s conduct 
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conduct in Parthia, 3 f 9. robs the temple of 
Hierapolis, 36*0, neglects good advice, 361, 
&c. routed and flain, j<5z. 
Crates, deputy-governour of Jerufalem, made 
governour of Cyprus by Antiochus Epiphanes, 
p. 129. 

Cretans, their bad character, p. 88. (not. b .) 

Cuma, the SibyWs cave there defcribed, p. 484. 

Cycle, how it differs from a period, p. 181. 
of ip years the beft, i8f. 

Cycle of 84 years, when begun by the Jews, 
p. 180. how made up, 181. wholly abo- 
lifh'd, 180. 

Cycles treated of, p. 180, & feq. 

Cynocephalus, battel of, between the Romans 
and Macedonians) p. 97. 

Cyprus delivered to the King of Syria, p. i2p. 

Cyreneans made free by the Romans, p. 297. 
fubjefted to them, 312. 

Cyrillus Lucaris , patriarch of Conftantinople , 
prelents King Charles 1. with the Alexandri- 
an copy of the feptuagint, p. 47. 

D. 

Damafcenus, Nicolas, his hiftory, p. 3 14. 

Damafcus taken by Antiochus the Great, p. 80. 
Demetrius Eucarus , fon of Antiochus Gry- 
pus, made King of it, 2pp. Pompey's court 
there, 331. 

Darius, King of Media, with two other Kings, 
routed by Lucttllus, p. 324. (not.".) 

Daniel, book of, the feptuagint verfion faulty, 
p. 41 . a prophecy of his touching the mar- 
riage of Antiochus Theus with Ptolemey's 
daughter Berenice fulfilled, fp. to whom 
the prophecies in his xi th chapter are to be 
applied, ib. his prophecy of the effects of 
Berenice^ marriage fulfilled , 63. of Antio- 
chus the Great, iop. and of the Ptolemies, 
110. of Seleucus Philopator, 118. of An- 
tiochus Epiphanes, 120, ifp, £5? feq. the end 
of his prophecies relating to the Kings of 
Syria and Egypt, ib. the perfecution of the 
Jews, 160. Porphyry the pagan owns the 
full completion of them, ib. relate alfo 
to antichrift, 163. what is meant by his 
time, times, and half a time, ib. how much 
of the book written in Cbaldee, 413. (not, v .) 
not allowed to be a prophet, and why, 418. 
(not. <-,) 

David, fepulchre of, the ftory of the treafure 

there falfe, p. 235-. 
Dedication, feaft of, appointed by Judas Mac- 

cabaus, if 3. honour'd with Chrift's pre- 

fence, ib. 

Deiotarus made a King by Pompey , p. 334. 

Cicero^s oration for him, ib. (not. m .) 
Delia in Egypt, ib called from its figure, p. 

37f. (not.' 1 .) 
Delphos, the Gauls defeated there, p. 20, ii. 
Demetrius Soter, fon of Seleucus Philopator, 

Vol. II. 



let afide in the fucceffion by the Romans, p. 
168. his efcape from Rome, ij6. feizes 
the kingdom of Syria, 177. courts the Ro- 
mans, igj, aflifts an impoftor in Cappa- 
docia, ipp. a plot againil him, 202. di- 
ftrefs'd by an impoftor, zcy, killed, 2co\ 

Demetrius Nicator, his fon, attempts for the 
kingdom, p. 209, &V. obtains it, 212. his 
ill qualities, 214. aflifled by Jonathan in his 
diftrefs, 216". his vices, 221. routed and 
taken by the Parthians, 223. kept in eafy 
captivity, 224. returns and recovers his 
kingdom, 239. overthrown by an impo- 
ftor, 240-. killed, ib. 

Demetrius, his great preparations for war, p. 4. 
abandoned by his army, f. ftreightened, ib. 
fights his way through his enemies, ib. fur- 
renders himfelf to Seleucus, ib. his way of 
living afterwards, 6. 

Demetrius Poliorcetes, quits the fiege of Rhodes, 
P- 74- 

Demetrius, his fon, murdered for his amour 

with Apame, p.fj. 
Demetrius, fon oiGrypus, Succeeds Antiochus Eu- 

febes, p. 2pp. affifts the Jews againil: their 

King, 301. his death, 302. 
Demetrius the Phalcrean, firft prciident of the 

Mufaum at Alexandria, p. 14. prince of 

Athens, \b. hisftory, if. diffuades Ptolemy 

from difinheriting his eldeft fon , ib. im- 

prifoned, and dies of the bite of an afp, 1 5. 
Demetrius the hiftorian, what of him preferred. 

by E tife bins, p. 37. 
Denmark, a court of juftice there like a Jewifh. 

Sanhedrim, p. 3^-4. 
Dktzarchus, his treafon and punifhment, p. 100. 
Diode fiau , the /Era of his perfecution, p. 

4fS. 

Diuocrates the architect, propofes to build an 
extraordinary temple for Arjinoc at Alexan- 
dria, p. 60. 

Diodorus Sicul/is, the hiftorian, when he flou- 
rifhed, 347. fome account of him, ib. 

Dionyfius Exiguus, mifplaccs the chriftian /Era, 
p. f 1 o. his rules for keeping Eajlerobferved, 
i8f. 

Diony fins Halicarnajfaus , when he began to 
write his hiftory, p. <oo. four years before 
Chrift, ib. 

Divination , a way of it ufed by chriftians, p. 
*f7- 

Doctors of the Jewifh. law ceafe, p. 2. re- 
vive, ib. compofe the Jewifh Sanhedrim, ib. 
Mijlmical, the firft of them, 2, y 3. of the law, 
fiain by King Alexander for oppofing his 
priefthood, P4. of the divinity fchool at 
Jerufalem, 224. theirdegree of Gaon, what, 
2<y r . 

Dolabella, diilrefs'd by Coffins, kills himfelf, 
p. 389. 

Domefday book, how long making, p. fo6. 
(not. 

Tiii Dor. 



I N D E X. 



Dor, near mount Carmel, taken by the Syrians, 
p. 80. 

Dream of King Antigonus, p. 247. 
Durazzo, Cafar worfted there by Pompey, p. 
367. 

Dynamis, grand-daughter of Mitbrtdates , her 
marriages to the Bofpboran Kings, p. 481 . 

E. 

Eagle, how it came to be the Roman ftandard, 
p. 29f . 

Earthquake, a terrible one in Judaa, p. 449. 
Eajlcr, how fettled by the firft chriftians, p. 

183, £5? feq. the ufe of the Britijb church 

about it, 189. a fchifm about it in Britain, 

ibid. rules for keeping it obferv'd, ib. 

when it will fall any year, 192. a fcheme 

of it explain'd, ib. 
Ebionites, their herefy, p. 40. 
EccleGaftical hiftory, Mr. Echard's the beft in 

Englijb, p. f 10. 
Ecclefiaflicus, book of, when publifti'd, p. 34. 

(not. *'.) tranflatcd in Egypt by Jefus the fon 

of Siracb, 237. not written _by Siracb, ib. 

the Latin verllon has more in it than the 

Greek, ib. 

Eckron , and its territory , given to Jonathan 

the High-prieft , by Balas the impoftor of 

Syria, p. 211. 
Edomites, where they dwelt, p. iff. flain by 

Judas Maccab<sus, 16 f. 
Egypt, how long govern'd by the Ptolemies, p. 

4f7- how long a Roman province, ib. 
Egyptians will not offer the blood of beads in 

their facrifices, p. 11, 12. murder a man 

for killing a cat, n. (not. m .) 
Elath, a great mart of the Tyrians, p. f 6. 
Eleazar fucceeds his brother the High-prieft, 

p. 1 . 

Eleazar the martyr, p. 141. 

Eleazar, brother of Juda s, his rafti action and 
death, p. 172. 

Elymais, temple of Diana, attempted to be 
robb'd by Antiocbus Epiphanes, p. I f 6. as 
that of Belus had been by his father, 1 09, 1 f 8 . 

Enfigns us'd by the Romans, p. 2.9 f ■ 

Epbe/us, taken by Antiacbus the Great, p. 98. 

Ephron, taken by ftorm and raz'd by Judas 
Maccdbieus, p. 171. 

Epierates, general to Antiocbus Cyzicenus, his 
treafon, p. 25-3. 

Epicureans, wherein they difter'd from the 
Sadducees, p. f4, z6z. the boaft of their 
founder, ib. 

Epigenes, Antiocbus's general, murder'dfor pre- 
tended treafon, p. j6. 

Epiphanius, bifhop of Salamine, his account of 
the feptuagint, p. 16. confuted, 34. 

Eratoflbenes the Athenian, made library keeper 
by Ptolemy Euer gates, p. 67, 68. a piece 
of his extant, ib. his death, 10 1. 



EJfenes, a feci of the Jews, their opinionsabout 
predeftination and free-will, p. 268. never 
mention'd by our Saviour, and why, ib. a 
large account of them, ib. £jf feq. their 
great purity, 270. their novitiates, i£. their 
labbaths,27 1 . for the immortality of the foul, 
272. their prophecies, 273. their num- 
ber, 274. their ethics, ib. haters of fervi- 
tudc, 280. their mean fare, 281. what 
Pliny (ays of them, ib. errors of papiits 
about them, 282. of deifts, 284. Chrift 
faid to be one of them, ib. 
Euleeus the eunuch, a wicked minifter of Pto- 
lemy's, p. 130. 
Eumenes, fucceeds his uncle Pbiletarus the eu- 
nuch in the kingdom of Pergamus, p. 5-3. 
defeats Antiocbus Soter, f 4. over-runs Afia 
Minor, 66. his luxury, ib. 
Eumenes fucceeds his father Attains, p. 97. 
founds the library atPergamus, ib. his love 
to his brethren, ib. refufes to marry a 
daughter of Antiocbus the Great, 102. re- 
liev'd by the Romans, 106. they give him 
fome of Antiocbus's provinces, 108. affifts 
the King of Cappadocia againft an impoftor, 
199. his death, ib. 
Eufebius cenfur'd by Baronius, p. 282. (not.'.) 
Eutbydemus makes himfelf King of Bablria, p. 

90. allow'd that title by Antiocbus, p. 91 . 
Expiation-day, how celebrated among the 

Jews, p. 3. 
Ezra , how much of the book of, written 
in Cbaldee, p. 415. (not. v .) 

F. 

Faction, the danger of it, and beft way to fup- 
prefs it , p. 298. a reflection on factious 
minifters, apply'd to our own ftate, 301, 
5°f« 

Famine in Judaa, p. 468. 
Fafts, incredible ones, told of the Jewifti Ef- 

fenes, p. 279. 
Fathers, ancient, their account of the feptua- 
gint, p. 2f, &c. 
Favourites, their danger, p. 92, 93. 
Feaft of the dedication appointed by Judas 
Maccabaus, p. if 3. of the tabernacles, 
what, ib. of the dedication when celebra- 
ted, ib. 

Feafts appointed by magiftrates in authority, 

commendable, p. if 3. 
Fictions, Jewiih, about two Mefliahs, p. 429. 
Fimbria the Roman general, his victories over 

Mitbridates, p. 30f . 
Flaminius, t. Quintius , vanquifh.es the Mace- 
donians, \>-97- 
Free-will, opinions of the Jews concerning it, 
p. 263. 

Gabriel,* 
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G. 

Gabriel, archangel, declares to Zacbarias the 
future birth of his fon St. John Baptifi, p. 

fOZ. 

Gabinius made governour of Syria by procure- 
ment of Clodius, p. 349- alters the govern- 
ment ofjudata, 3 f 3, 3 f 7- ™ s covetoufnefs, 
3f 6 ? 3f7- replaces Ptolemy Auletes on the 
throne, j f<S. routs Alexander, fon 
of Arijlobulus King of Jud<ea, 55-7. his cor- 
ruption, 3f8. try'd for it and banifh'd, 

Gadarean ambaftadors complain of Herod to 
Augufius, p. 476. kill tbcmfelves, ib. 

Galatians in tneir original, p. 21. 

fubdued by Attains, 66. their encreaie, 67. 
{"warms of them in the eaft, ib. govern'd 
by Deiotarus, made King by Pompey, 3 34. 

Galilee conqucr'd by the Syrians, p. 8r. 

Gallus, why Ptolemy Pbilopator To call'd, p. 88. 
Cornelius, rirgiFs friend, kills himfelf, 
and why, p. 46"6\ 

Gamaliel, afcribe, or doctor of the Jewifti law, 
p. 2. 

Gamaliel, prefident of the fanhedrim m our 
Saviour's time, p. 411, &c. his long life, ib. 

Ganimede, the Egyptian eunuch, fupplanrs A- 
cbillas the general, p. 373. diftrefles Cxfar, 
374- 

Gauls, beat Ptolemy Ceraunus, p. 19. are cut 
in pieces, ib. firft enter Afia, zo, (3 feq. 
four thoufand of them put to death in Egypt, 
fi. fupprefs'd by the Romans, iop. 

Gaza, taken and plunder'd by the Syrians, p. 
of. by Alexander J annxus King of Jttd.ea, 
2.96. 

Gazara, taken by Simon, p. 222. he builds a 
palace there, ib. 

Germanicus, adopted by Tiberius, p.fio. fent 
into the eaft, fif. poifon'd, ib.. 

Gilead, conquer'd by the Syrians^ p. 8r. bal- 
fam-trees there, 340. 

Glaphyra, mother of Arcbelaus , procures him 
the kingdom of Cappadocia, 497. her cri- 
minal convcrfation with Antony, ib. 

Goats of expiation, what they were, p. 3. 

Gorgias fent againft Judas Maccabeus, and 
routed, p. ifo. again, 171. 

Government, the benefits of it hardly make a- 
mends for the mifchiefs done bygovernours, 
P- 347' 

Grabe, Dr. undertakes an edition of the feptua- 

gint, p-47- 
Greek, when firft fpoken in Egypt, p. 10. 
Gregory XIII. reforms the kalendar, and makes 

the new ftyle, p. 186, 384. 

H. 

Hagiographaofthe^ew, what it was, p. 41 8. 
Hannibal goes to Antiocbtis the Great, p. 100. 



engages him in a war with the Romans, 1 o 1 • 
Fufpccted by Antiochus^ 103. his good ad- 
vice to him, ib; beaten at fea by the Rbo- 
dians, 106. he flies after the peace between 
the Romans and Antiochusj 1 08 . 
Hebrew tongue, ceas'd to be fpoken by the Jews, 
p. 29, 3f. (not. 1 .) 414. why preferv'd by 
the Jews in Egypt, ib; 
Hebron difmantled by Judas Maccabeus, p. 172. 
Heiiodorus, treafurer of Syria , how punim'd 
for his facrilege, 1 16. fee z Mace. Cap. 3. 
poifons Seleucus his mailer, 117. ufurps 
the crown, 119. 
Heliogabalus, the firft man that wore ilJk cloarhs 

in the weft, p. 468. (not. n .) 
Heliopolis in Egypt, why Onias built his temple 

there, p. 207. 
Hellenip, Jews, why fo call'd, p. jf . (not. ».) 
Heraclidcs lets up an impoftor in Syria, p. 
203. 

Herbertus dc Lozinga, bifhop of Norwich, a re- 
markable itory of his fimony, p. 2^7. 
Hercules, a name not known to the Syrians, p. 
123. 

Hermias, Anliochus the Great's minifter,- his 
rrcafon and cruelty, p-7f, 76. himfelf, wife 
and children, kill'd, 77. 
Herod the Great, King of Judtea, founds a fc£b 
which took his name, p. 28$-. his compli- 
ance with the pagan idolatry, 287. his birth 
and defcent, 3 14. made governour of Ga- 
lilee, 378. defies the Sanhedrim, 379. made 
governour of Cosle-Syria, by Sextus Cafar , 
380. aflifts CaJJius againft Obla-vianus, 389. 
Cajfitis gives him leave to revenge his fa- 
ther's death, 390. marries Mariamne, Hyr- 
canus's grand-daughter, 391. routs Antigo- 
nus, fon of Arijlobulus, 392. bribes Antony, 
and is in his favour, ib. declar'd tetrarch by 
him, 393. diflxefs'd by the Parthians, 397- 
builds Herodium, and why, 47 3 . is at Rome, 
and bribes Antony ma/lift him, 399. hisdefign 
more moderate than the fovereignty at firft,/£. 
his audience of the fenate, ib. made King, ib. 
his war with Antigonus, 400, 401 . with the 
thieves, 40 1 . with Antigonus, 406. woun- 
ded, ib.- routs and kills Antigonus's general, 
ib. marries Mariamne , 427. begins his 
reign with bloody executions, 410. cuts oft" 
the Sanhedrim, ib. furprizes Ariftobulus and 
Alexandra, as they were flying to Egypt, 440. 
call'd to account by Antony, 442 . gets clear, 
443. his jealoufy of Mariamne, ib. puts 
his uncle Jofeph to death in a fit of it, 444. 
royally entertains Cleopatra at Jerufalem r ib. 
tempted to lewdnefs by her, ib. his unfor- 
tunate expedition againft the Arabians, 449- 
put upon it by Antony, ib. has a great vi- 
ctory over the Arabians, ib. puts King Hyr- 
canus to death, 4f 3. wairson Otlavianus Ca* 
far, after the defeat of Antony, 4J-4. con- 
firm'd in the kingdom by Otlavianus, ib. 
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offended with his beloved Mariamna , 45-5-. 
entertains Oilavianus and his army, ib. 
grants beftow'd on him by Otlavianus, 460. 
cnrag'd at Mariamne^s contempt of him , 
462,. hashertry'd, condemn'd, and exe- 
cuted, 463. he repents of it, and raves, 
464. his cruelty, 466. builds an amphi- 
theater, and exhibits mows in honour of 
Auguflus, 467. his acts of cruelty, ib. 
builds cities and forts, ib. 468. agoodaclrof 
his, 469. hated for his tyranny, ib. mar- 
ries an ordinary prieft's daughter, 473. makes 
her father High-prieft, ib. builds Herodium, 
ib. Augu/lus's favour to him, 474, 476. vi- 
{\ls Agrippa,4jf . and Auguflus, 4.66. in fa- 
vour, ib. builds a temple to Auguflus, ib. 
jealous of the Jews, 478. builds the temple 
a-ne\v,470. prefidentoftheolympick {hews, 
480. honour'd there, 481. marries his 
fons by Mariamne, ib. entertains Agrippa, 
ib. helpful to him, ib. obtains favours of 
him for the Jews, 48 2 . jealous of his fons by 
Mariamne, 496. accufes them before Augu- 
flus, 49f. builds more cities, 406. impri- 
fons his fon Alexander , ib. mad with jea- 
loufy, ib. rcconcil'd to him by means of Ar- 
chelaus King of Cappadocia, 497. perplex'd 
499. by the thieves of Trachonitis, 497, 
498. dedicates the new temple, ib. lofes 
Augnfltis's favour, ib. rcconcil'd to him, 
^01 . has his content to proceed againft his 
Ions by Mariamne , foz. puts them to 
death, ib. his fon Antipatcr plots againft 
him, 7-03. perfecutes the pharifees, ibid. 
quarrels with his brother Pheroras, ib. An- 
tipater's defign to poifon him is difcover'd , 
j-04. has him put to death, foS. he dies, 
ibid, his horrid defign to prevent the Jews 
rejoycing at it, ib. his difeafe and mifery , 
ib. Jofephus's account of his death, ib. j-09. 
his wives and polterity, ib. faid to be of 
Jewifh extraction , j-14. his cruelty, 5-07, 
05V. 

Herodians, a feet among the Jews, their opini- 
ons, p. 286. join'dby the Sadducees, 287. 

Herodium, a palace built by Herod, p. 473. 

Hefychius, his edition of the feptuagint, p. 45-. 

Hexapla, an edition of the Bible fo call'd, p. 42. 
Montfaucon's book fo call'd cenfur'd, 45-. 

Hicrapolis plunder'd by Crajfus, p. 360. 

Hierax made governour of Antioch by the im- 
poftor Balas, p. 210. he retires into Egypt, 
and is made prime minifter by Ptolemy Phyf- 
con, 227, 228. 

High-prieft of the Jews, had the temporal as 
well as ccclcfiaftical power, I2y. how 
long, ib. how long in the family of Joza- 
Jac, and the Afmonaans, 204. perlbns inca- 
pable to be fo, 2f4. 

IJillel, a Jewiih doctor of the Sanhedrim, why 
ipar'd by Herod, 410. his defcent, quality 
and character, 411. happy in his polterity, 



ibid, defcended from David, ibid, his great 
age, 412. his difference with Shammai, his 
vice-prefident of the Sanhedrim, ib. his nu- 
merous difciplcs, 413. 

HUM the fecond , makes the prcfent Jewifh 
kalendar, p. 41 1 . 

Htpparchus of Nicaa, the aftronomer, when he 
rlourifh'd, p. 211. 

Hiram, King of 'Tyre, a part of the Old Tcfta- 
ment faid to be tranflated for him, p. 38. 

Hiftories, ancient, loft, p. 162. errors in f'c- 
veral, 337- 

Hoddy, Dr. his account of the feptuagint the 
beil, p. 48. 

Holophernes, a fuppofititious prince, pretends 
to the kingdom of Cappadocia, p. 1^8. ex- 
pels the right heir , 199. expell'd himlcif, 
200. plots againft Demetrius his benefactor, 
202. 

Horace's death, p. 499. 

Hyrcaiius, fon of Jofeph, his embaffy to Ptole- 
my Epiphanes, p. 113. an account of biy 
birth out of Jofephus, ib. his deceit, ib. 
kills two of his brothers, and wars with the 
reft, ib. kills himfelf, 114. 

Hyrcanus, fon of Simon, made general of the 
Jews by his father, 222. routs Cendebams, 
and takes Azof us, 227. fecures the fucccl- 
flon after the murder of his father, 232. is 
fore'd to fue for peace of Antiochas Sidetes , 
234. accompanies Antiochus in his expediti- 
on againft the Parthians, 238. enlarges his 
dominions, and throws off all fubjection to 
the Syrians, 239. forces the Edom'ites to em - 
brace the Jewiflj religion, 240. his ambaf- 
fador wcllentertain'd -At Rome, 244. his rich 
prcfents to the Romans, ib. his league with 
Zebina the impoftor of Syria, 246. his fons 
rout Antiochus Cyziccnus King of Syria, z$z. 
buys Scythopolis and other places of Epicra- 
tes, Autiochus's general, 2f3. takes Sama- 
ria, and razes it, ib. his greatnefs, ibid, is 
a Pharifee, 2f4- aboldfaying of one of that 
feci; to him, ib. leaves the Pharifees, and 
joins with the Sadducees, z?f. his death 
and prophecies, Zf 6. 

PJyrcanus, fon of Alexander , fucceeds Queen 
Alexandra in Judeea, 319. routed by Ari- 
fiobnlus his brother, ibid, refigns the crown 
to him, ib. reftor'd by Pompey, ib. the 
time of his reign afcertain'd, ib. 320. his 
love of cafe, 330. flies to yJrctas King of 
Arabia, and is affifted by iim, ib. has audi- 
ence of Pompey, 33 1, 3 37. hisclaim,/£. joins 
with Pompey, 341. reftor'd to the High- 
priefthood and government, but not to the 
fovereignty, by Pompey, 343. afllfts Scau- 
rus, the Roman lieutenant, 345". his power 
leflcn'dby Gabinius, 2f 3. aifilts Ccefar, 
C*e/ar reftores him to the fovereignty, 377. 
his favour to Herod, 380. rebuilds the walls 
of Jerusalem by leave from Cafar, 384. his 
cars 
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ears cut off, and he's delivered to the Par- 
thians, 398. releas'd by the tyrant Pbraates, 
43 3 . honourably maintain'd by the Jews in 
Parthia, ib. tempted to Jerufakm by He- 
rod, 434. put to death by him, 45-3. 

I. 

J admits made High-prieft, p. 173. enters i 5 ^- 
lefline with the Syrians, 177. his treachery 
and cruelty, put in pofleffion of the 
countrey by the Syrians, ipf . his apoftafy , 
I96, 107. his death, 197. a judgment on 
his profancnefs, ib. 

James and Jambres, two Egyptian magicians, 
p. 419. 

Janus, temple of, fhut, p. f 04. but five times 
till the year of our Saviour's birth, ib. 

Jafon buys the High-priefthood of Antiochus , 
p. 1 2 1 . he introduces heathen cuftoms, 1 2 2 . 
fends offerings to Hercules, 123. bought 
out by his brother, 124, 1 if. flies, ib. feizes 
the government, 130. his cruelty, ib. 

Jafon the hiftorian , who he was, p. 146". a- 
bridged in the fecond book of Maccabees, ib. 

Ibis, a poem writ by Callimacbus, why fo call'd, 
p. 1 01. a name us'd alfo by Ovid, ib. 

Idumaans, who they were, p. iff. they all 
embrace the Jewiih religion, 240. 

Jeremiah, one verfe of his book only written 
in Cbaldee, p. 413 . (nof v .) 

Jericho, famous for its balfam, p. 340. Pom- 
fey receives the news of Mitbridates's death 
there, 339. 

Jerom, the ufe he made of Origen's edition of 
the fcripturc verfions , p. 44. his account 
of Antiochus Epiphancs's lewdnefs, 121. his 
liiying of Porphyry's owning the prophecies 
of Daniel, 161. (not. 1 .) his learning, 423. 
abus'd by the Jews, ib. 424. 

Jerufalem, ftrange fights feen in the air there, 
I2p. taken by Antiochus Epiphanes, 131. 
the {laughter there, ib. plunder'd, burnt, 
and the citizens maflacred by the Syrians, 136. 
taken by the Romans, 342. by Herod the 
Great, and the Romans, 408. 

Jefus, the fon of Siracb, tranflates Ecclefiafti- 
cus, p. 237. 

Jewifh. writers, wretched hiftorians, p. 422. 

Jews, vaft numbers of them captives in Egypt, 
p. 22. releas'd, ib. had no communicati- 
with the Greeks till Alexander's time, 29. 
fpeak Chaldean, ib. and Greek, if. neg- 
lect the feptuagintbecaufe lik'd by the chn- 
ftians, 38. read the fcriptures in Hebrew or 
Cbaldee fmcejuftivian's time, 39,40. Ptolemy 
Pbiiopator's decree againft them, 8f . their 
hatred to apoftafy, 86,87. cruelly us'd by Pto- 
lemy, 86. miraculoufly fav'd, ib. forty thou- 
fand of them deftj-oy'd^ 8p. Antiochus's de- 
cree in their favour, 96. how they came in- 
to Afia Minor , ib. . Lacedamonians claim 
kindred with them, 1 1 f. have the freedom 
Vol. II. 



of Antioch, r 22. their deputies put to death 
by Antiochus Epiphanes, 129. his fevere de- 
cree againit them, 138. kill'd for circum- 
cifing their children, &c. 139. forced to 
celebrate the feaft of Bacchus, 140. threa- 
ten'd to be all fold for (laves, 149. hated 
by other nations, if 6. the Romans their 
friends, i<58. have a chief magiihate over 
them wherc-ever they dwell, 180. (not. b .) 
have a fhort peace, 194. their emballics to 
Rome and Sparta, 194, 217. freed from 
the Syrian yoke by Simon, 221. letters from 
the Romans to the Eajlern Kings in their fa- 
vour, 226. call'd impious, and hated, 234. 
names given by them to the chrillians, 241. 
their profelytes reputed to be of the fame 
nation, ib. the names of their governours in 
other countries, z6f. (not. k .) hated there, 
312. apply to Pompey for liberty, 337. C.e- 
Jar makes a decree relating to them, 377. loic 
their fovereignty , and are tax'd by the Ro- 
mans, fii. have had no government by their 
own princes and laws fince our Saviour's mif- 
fion, f 12, &? feq. their High-priefts made 
by the Romans in Chrift's time, fi6- 

Imperator, what fenfe that title was taken in at 
Rome before Augujlus's time, p. 462. how 
then and afterwards, ib. 

Initial letters, names made of 'em in ufe among 
the Jews, p. 144. 

Intermarriages of the Jews with other nations, 
how forbidden, p. 242. (not. c .) 

Johannes Grammaticus, his endeavours to favc 
the Alexandrian library, p. 13. 

Jonathan BenUzziel, his Chaldee paraphrafe on 
the prophets, p. 4rf . a character of it, 417, 
418. the refpect paid him, ib. 

Jonathan the Sadducee , his Jpecch to Hyrcanus 
againft the Pharifees, p. 2ff . 

Jonathan, brother to Judas Maccabeus, fuc- 
ceeds him in the command of the Jews, p. 
I9f. fights on a fabbath, ip6". makes peace 
with the Syrians, zoo. fettles at Michmap, 
ib. courted by two parties in Syria, zoi. 
fettles at Jerufalem, 204. accepts of the of- 
fice of High-prieft from Balas, the preten- 
der of Syria, ib. faithful to Balas, 211. 
routs Apollonius the general againft him, ib. 
rewarded by Balas, ib. his interview with 
Ptolemy, ib. 2 1 2. his government enlarged, 
2 if. affifts Demetrius King of Syria'm his 
diitrejs, 216. ill us'd by him, joins with 
Antiochus againft him, 217. routs his forces, 
ib. furpriz'd by Trypbon's treachery, 219. 
murderdby him, 220. his ftately tomb, ib. 

Jonathan the Jew, his letter to the Lacedemo- 
nians, mention'd 1 ft of Maccabees , 12 ver. 
p. 1 if. 

Joppa made a fea-port by Simon, p. 221. its 
name and ufe continued, ib. 

Jofeph, one of Judas Maccabeus'' s comman- 
ders, his ill conduce, p. 167. 

K k k fc ' Jofeph 
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Jofepb fucceeds Antigonus of Socho, as prefidcnt 

of the Jewifh Sanhedrim, p. f 3 . 
Jofepb, nephew of Onias the High-prieft, his 
embafly to Ptolemy Euergetes, p. 70. his 
kind entertainment, 71. his good fortune 
in that court, ib. difficulties in yofephu. 
bout him, ib. an amour of his, 112.. fends 
his Ion Hyrcanus to Ptulcmy Epiphanes, 113. 
outed of his office by Hyrcanus, ib. 
Jofepb of Arimathca, a fcribe or doctor of the 

Jewifh law, p. 2. 
Jofephus , his account of the Scptuagint, 24. 
confuted, 33. difficulties in him corrected, 
72. a decree of Antiocbus tba Great prefer- 
ved in his hiftory , in. corrected, iif. 
again corrected, 1 37. again corrected, 2.3 $-, 
2 $6. his defcent from the Afmonaan race, 
ib. when he wrote, ib. (not.".) again cor- 
rected, 247- . a blunder of his taken notice 
of by Scaliger, ib. corrected, 31P, 13 c. 
Jofepb comes out of Egypt with "J ejus Chrifl, p. 
fop. 

Jsflwa, thefon of Perachia, made prefident of 
the Sanhedrim, p. P4. a fable of him, with 
refpect to Chi ill, ib. 

Ifaiah, chapter xi. prophetical of Chrift, 
p. 4ip. the Targttms fo underftand it, ib. 

//berates, the Grammarian, furrender'd for vin- 
dicating the murder of Oclai-ius the Roman 
ambaflador at Laodicea, p. 197. the fenate 
will not punifli him, and why, 198. 

Ituraans forced to turn Jews, p. 289. 

Juba, fon of the King, led in triumph by C<e- 
far, p. 380. favoured by him, ib. hisleam- 
ing and works, ib. 

Judah, fcepter departing from it, how thai 
prophecy was fulfill'd, p. f 12, & feq. 

Judas Maccabeus, his flight into the wilder- 
nefs, p. 1 36. fucceeds his father in the com- 
mand of the Jews againft the Syrians, 144. 
routs and flays Apollonius the Syrian general, 
147. routs and flays Seron, 148. routs Gor- 
gias, if 1. and timotbeus, ib. and Ni- 
canor, ib. and Lyfas's great army, if 2. he 
recovers the fanctuary at Jerufalem, and ap- 
points the featt of dedication, ib. falls on 
the Edomites, i6y. and Ammonites, ib. routs 
timotbeus again, 166. and flays him, ib. 
relieves the diftrefs'd Gileaditcs, ib. routs Ly- 
fias again, and obliges the Syrians to make 
peace, 168. burns the ihips at Joppa, and 
why, 170. vaiiquiih.es the wand'ring^/v?£j, 
ib. routs and takes timotbeus the fon , ib. 
takes Epbron by ftorm , and razes it, 171. 
diflnantles 172. his interview with 
X^icauor, 1 93 • efcapea his treachery, ib. de- 
feats and flays him, 194. fends an embafly 
to Rome, ib. he is flain, 195-. 

Jud.-a , an Ejfenc, his remarkable prophecy of 
the death oF Antigonus, fon of Hyrcanus, p. 
291. 

Jiidxa, when a Roman governo.ur firfl put over 
it, p. 5-1 1. '. 



Julius Marathus , his prophecy of the com- 
ing of our Saviour, p. 492. 

Jnjlin Martyr, his account of the Scptuagint 
p. 24. when he wrote his firft apology f 0 '- 
the chriftians, ib. (not. ».) a confutation 
or his account of the Septuagint, 33. V erv 
credulous, ib. his defcription of the ' SibyWs 
cave at Cum<e, p. 48 3 . his credulity, 487.,' 

K. 

Kakergetes, why Ptolemy Phyfcon fo call'd , n 
214. 1 

Kalendar, Egyptian, reform'd by the Romans , 
P-4fP- 

Kalendar, Jewifh, reform'd, p. 180. Reman 
reform'd by Cafar, 381. Gregorian, 383. 

Keraas made governour of Samaria by Antio- 
cbus the Great, p. 8 1 . 

Karraitcs, a feet of Jews, their opinions, p. 
264. their numbers lately, 26"f. 

Kingdoms, Daniel's four, the Roman monar- 
chy one of them, p. f 17. 

Kings, menial fervants to tigranes King of A> - 
menia, p. 317. 

Ktiftes, why Mithridates King of Pont us fo 
call'd, p. 247. 

L. 

Labienus, a Roman, ferves the Partbians againft 
Antony, p. 395-. routs Saxa, Antony's ge- 
neral, ib. defeated and put to death, '398. 

Lacedemonians claim kindred with the Jews, 
1 if. their way of eating, 276". (not. u .) 

Lampfacus joins with Smyrna againft Antiocbus 
the Great, p. 98. 

Language, fcriptures fhould be in the vulgar , 
P.41J-. 

Laodice, divore'd by Antiocbus, p. fp. taken 
again, 62. poifonshim, ib. getsthecrown 
for her fon, ib. .flain by Ptolemy Euergetcs, 
6> 

Laodice, daughter of Seleucus King of Syria, 
marry'd to Perfeus King of Macedon, 116. 
flops at Debts, and makes prelents to the 
temple, ib. an infeription in praife of her 
let up by the people, ib. the marble now 
at Oxford, ib. murder'd by Ammonius, mi- 
ni fter to the impoftor Balas, 209. 

Lara, Cohen de, a Jew of Hamburgh, his learn- 
ing, p. 4 2f. 

Lajihenes , minifter to Demetrius Nicator, his 
ill conduct, p. 214. 

Lathyrus Soter, King of Egypt, forced by his 
mother to divorce one fitter and marry ano- 
ther, p. 2fo. whence his name, ib. (not. f .) 
expell'd by his mother, 289. offended by 
Alexander King of Judcea, 2p 3 . overthrows 
him, ib. his cruelty, ib. leaves Palefline, 3P4. 
makes Demetrius Eucarus King of Damajcus, 
299. recall'd by the Egyptians, 301. re- 
duces T'bcbes, 308. his death, ibid. 

5 Law, 
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Law, the Hebrew text of it fet to mufical notes, 

how read in publick aflemblies, p. 416. 
Leap-year made, p. 4fp. 

Learned men , how apt to run in.to error, p. 

10, 1 1 . fly out of Egypt from Ptolemy Phyf- 

con , and fpread learning in Greece and Afia , 

zzp. when they flourifh'd in the Weft, 250. 
Legions, how many men they confiited of, p. 

407. (not. e .) 
Lemnians, their flattery of the Seleucides, p. ff . 
Lenteus the grammarian tranflatcs Mithridates'^ 

medicinal commentaries, p. 332. a freed 

man of Pompey's, ib. 
Lennaus, govemour of Ptolemy Philometor, p. 
1 23. occafions the war with Antiochus Epi- 

phanes, ib. 

Lentuhis, author of the civil war between 
Pompey and C-efar, kill'd, p. 3 to. 
v Leonorius the Gaul feizes Byzantium , p. 21. 
partes into Afia, ib. 

Lepidus, M. sEmylius, his embafly in favour of 
Ptolemy Epiphaucs, p. £14. appoints him a 
guardian, ib. 

F.eptines murders OHavius tfie Roman ambafla- 
dor at Laodicea, p. 17 f- offers himfclf to 
the fenatc to be puniflVd, ip8. they neg- 
lect him, ib. 

Leviticus-, a paflage in our tranflation corrected, 
p. 143. (not.'O 

Librarian , a cardinal fuch to the pope, p. 1 f . 
ajjehbifhop of Rheims fo in France, ib. 

Library, Alexandrian, an account of it, p. 12. 
the method of the Ptolemys in collecting it, 
ib. 13. a great part of it burnt, ib. recruited 
by Cleopatra, ib. deftroy'd by the Saracens, 
ib. burnt in Ctefar's wars, 373. 

Library of Pergamus, by whom founded, p. 97. 

Livia, marry 'd to ORavianus Cafar , p. 406. 
caufes the death of his grandfons to make 
room for "Tiberius, 5- 10. 

Livy, an error in him corrected, p. 10S. (not.".) 

Loadftones, a great experiment of their virtue 
propos'd by Dinocrates to Ptolemy, p. 60. 

Locuits, vaft numbers of them, p. 246. 

Lorenzo de Mediccs , a great rcftorer of learn- 
ings JP- 3 3°- . 

Lots, the manner of them, how by their event 
the Jewifli High-prieft appointed the fcape- 
goat, andthe'goat for lacrifice, &c. p. 2, 3. 

Lucian, his edition of the feptuagint, p. 4^. 

Lucius, Augiiftus's grandfon, his death, p. yio. 

Lt'.cullus lets Mithridates efcape out of envy to 
Fimbria, p. 305". fent againft him when 
conful, 312. -forces him to raife t\ic fiege 
of Cyzicus, 313. beats his fleets, 314. puts 
a Roman fenator to death, 3 1 f - declares 
war with Tigranes fqr not delivering up Mi- 
thridates, 3 17. reforms the abufes in the 
provinces, ib. games inftitutcd in honour of 
him, ib. recall'd, ib. makes free cities, ib. 
his bold and qujck march into Armenia, ib. 
routs Tigrancs's vaft army with a very /mall 
one, 322. routs him again, and two Kings 



more, 324. (not.".) takes Nifibis, ib. his 
foldiers mutiny, ib. $zf. 
Lutarius the Gaul, his acts in Thrace and Afia, 
p. 21. 

Lycophron the poet, favour'dby Ptolemy, p.6"i. 
Lyfandra, wife to Agatbocles , flics to Seleucus, 
p. 16. 

Lyfias, lieutenant to Anti 'cchus Epiphancs, rout- 
ed by Judas Maccabaus, p. if 2. fdzes the 
government for Antiochus Eupator, i6f. 
makes peace with the Jews, 1 6"8, 1 73 . put 
to death, [77. 

Lyftmachia rebuilt by Antiochus the Great, p.pS. 
his defign in it, ib. 

Lyftmachns marries Arfuioc daughter of Ptolemy, 
p. 16. his cruelty, ib. routed and flain, 17. 

Lyftmachns, deputy to the ufurpcr Mcuelaus at 
Jerufalem, murder'd by the people, p. 128. 

Lyftmachns kills his brother, am< betrays Ga- 
za to the Jews, p. 196. 

M. 

Maccabees, the firfl; book an accurate hifloiy, 
p. i4f . its title, ib. who taken to be the 
author of it, ib. vcrfions of it, ib. an 
error in it corrected, 212. 

Maccabees, the fecond book, the cpiftles in the 
beginning fpurious,p.i4<5. verfionsofir,i47. 

Maccabees, two firfl. chapters of the fecond 
book fabulous, 32. viiith chap, zolh vcrfe 
explain'd, ib. 

Maccabees, third book, an account of it, p. 87. 

Maccabees, a fourth book, written by JoJ'c- 
p-hus, p. 88. 

Maccabees, whence the word, p. 144. 

Machares, fon of Mithridates, kills himfclf for 
fear of him, p. 32S. 

Machisras , a Roman genera], flays the Jews 
whom he was fait to aftlft, p. 405-. 

Maecenas, his advice about Agrippa, p. 47J-. 
his death, 4pp. 

Magas, his rebellion againft Ptolemy his half- 
brother, p. y 2. his luxurious life and cha- 
racter, fj. 

Magnejia, battel of, between the Romans and 

Antiochus the Great, p. 107. 
Magus, Simon, Jujlin Martyr deceived about a 

ftatue of him, p. 34. 
Mahomet 9 the ftory of his loadfl one falft, p. 61 . 
Malichus, the Jew, his treachery, p. 389. flain 

by Herod, with Caffius's leave, 3po. 
Manahem, his prophecy of Herod's being King, 

p. 4!2. 

Manet ho dedicates his hiftory to Ptolemy, p. 6i . 

Mareotis, lake of, its extent, p. 278. (not. a .) 

Marks, Greek, in ufe among the Grammarians 
in Origen's timtf, p. 43, 44. 

Marriage, incefluous, of Antiochus, p. 6". Sy- 
rian Kings of that defcent, 7. 

Mariamne, her beauty and merit, p. 400. her 
marriage to Herod, 407. and defcent, ib. 

Herod 
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. Herod jealous of Antony's, love to her, 44-- 
offends Herod, 4f f . provokes him to rage 
. againft her, 462, 463. condemned to death, 
and executed, 463. 

Mariamne, a woman of an inferior rank, mar- 

• ried to Herod, p. 473. 

Mar ius ends the Cimbrian war, p. 29f . 

Marias, Marcus, a Roman fenator, general for 

. Mitbridates, put to death by Lucuilus, 3 if. 

Marpavt, Sir John, his skill in chronology, p. 

Maronites flill prelervc the Syrian language, p. 
410. 

Marfyas, Cleopatra's general, routed by Pbyf- 
con, p. 243. pardon'd by the King, ib. 

Mattatbias, of the Afmonaan race, his defcent 
and children, p. 140. he refufes to obey 
Antiocbus's decree againft: his religion, ib. 
his bold behaviour before that King's officer, 
ib. his brave actions in defence of his coun- 
trey, 142, IS fiq. his care to recover the 
law, 143. his death, and charge to his 

Memnon, ftatue of, at thebes, Strabo's account 
of it, p. 4S0. 

Mene demits, the philofopher,when he died, p. 30. 

Menelaus fupplants his brother, and buys the 
High-pricithood of ylntiochus Epiphancs , p. 
I2f . takes a heathen name, ib. apoftatizes, 
ib. affifted by Antiochus, ib. robs the tem- 
ple, 126. gets Onias the High-prieft to be 
put to death at Daphne, 1 27. his deputy 
murJer'd at 'Jcrufalcrn, 128. conducts Anti- 
ochus into the holy of holies, 131. put to 
death at Aleppo, 173. (not.i.) 

Merit, too much, fatal to minilters of ftate, p. 
43*- 

Meffiah, the Jews notion of his coming , p. 
492, 493. when his kingdom commene'd, 
fi£. 

MeJJiahs, two to come according to the later 

Jeivs T p. 429. 
Meto, the Athenian, his cycle, when made, p. 

181, 

Millenarian opinion, when introduced, p. 48S. 

Milhnical doctors, two great ones fpared by 
Herod, p. 410. the fucceffion of the heads 
of them, and the order of their traditions, 
41 1 . - 

Mitbridates, King of. Parthia, takes Demetrius 
King of Syria prifoner, p. 223. gives him 
his daughter, but keeps him captive, 224. his 
good laws, ib. 

Mitbridates the Great, King of Parthia , his 
fucceffion to the crown,, p. 243. 

Mitbridates Euergetes , " King of Pontus , {lain 
by treachery, p! 247. 

Mitbridates Enpator, his Ton, fucceeds him, p. 

. 247- comets at his birth, and at his acccl- 

* Tion to the throne, 248. murders his mo- 
ther and brother, ib. murders his nephews, 
and lei/es Cappadocic, 299.. why offended 



with the Romans, 300. cxpells Nicomedcs 
King of Bitbynia, ib. vanquifhes the Roman 
generals, and puts them to a cruel death, ib. 
orders eighty thoufand Romans to be malfa- 
cred, 302. frizes Athens , and draws the 
Greeks over to his party, 303. his armies 
beaten by Sylla, 304. routed by Fimbria, 
3 of . efcapes by fea, ib. begs peace of the 
Romans, ib. his fecond war with them un- 
der Murisna, 307. makes a fecond peace 
with Sylla, ib. vanquifhes the conful Cotta, 
312. forced to raife the fiegc of Cyzicus, 
ib. 313. forced to fly to Tigrancs King of 
Parthia for protection, 3 1 f . affilled by him, 
322. his letter to the King of Parthia for 
help, extant in Salluft, 323. a panick fear 
feizes him, 324. he vanquifhes / 'abius, and 
diftrcfles Lucullus , s lieutenants, ib. routs Tri- 
ar ius, ib. routed by Pompcy, 326. retreats 
to Bofphorus, 328. his treafure, memoirs and 
medicinal commentaries taken, 332. author 
of the medicine call'd Mithridate, ib. fues 
for peace, 333. but will not fubmit to bale 
terms, ib. his defperate project to march 
againft Rome, 334. his fon made King by 
his army, 33$-. he kills himfelf, ib. bis cha- 
racter, ib. &c. murders his children, 335. 
five of his fons and two of his daughters in 
Pompcy's triumph, 3^7. the length of his war 
with the Romans, ib. Pompcy honourably 
buries him, 344. his riches, ib. 

Mitbridates, King of Pergamus, am'fts 6<efar, 
p. 37f . has the kingdom of Bofphorus given 
him, 378. kill'd in endeavouring to poflefs 
himfelf of it, ib. 

Mizpah, a place of prayer among the Jews, p. 

IfO. 

Moawias , the caliph, takes Rhodes, and fells 
the ColoJJus, p. 74. 

Molon made governor of Media by Antiochns 
the Great, p. 73. - rebels, 74. and flays him- 
felf, 76. 

Monte fes, the Parthian, ufeful to Antony in that 
war, p. 433. his generofity to him, 434., 

Monkery, its ill foundation, p. 282. it rife, 
2S3. 

Monks, Britijh, maintain'd by their labour, p. 

269. (not." 1 .) 
Months, intercalary, us'd by the ancients, p. 

169. 

Mopfucflia taken and raz'd by the fons of Gry- 
pus, p. 298. 

Mother and her feven fons martyr'd, p. 141. 

Mount Acra, the citadel at Jerufalcm, built by 
the Syrians, fo call'd, p. iff. 

Mount ague, bifhop, corrected, p. 487. 

Murxna renews the war with Mitbridates with- 
out fufficient ground, p. 307. recall'd by 
Sylla, ib. 

Mufa, Antonius, the phyfician, cures Auguftus, 

473. kills Marcellus, ib. 
Mtifsum of Alexandria, the habitation of learn- 
s ed 
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ed men, 14. a defcription of it, ib. chri- 
ftian doctors bred there, ib. 
Mutina, now Modetia 9 befieged by Antony, p. 



Napata, the metropolis of ^Ethiopia, deftroy'd 

' by the Romans, p. 472. 

Nebemiah , book of, great part written in 
Chaldee, p. 41 5- . 

Nicanor fent againft Judas Maccabeus, p. 149. 
routed, ifo. loath to fight againft him, 
178. forced to it, ib. his treachery to Ju- 
das j 1 p 3 . his blafphemy, 1 04. defeated and 
flain, ib. 

Nicocreon, King of Cyprus, enquires about the 

Egyptian god Serapis, p. 1 o, 11. 
Nkodemus , a fcribe , or doctor of the Jewifh 

law, p. 2. 

Nicolas.) the Mtolian, his fidelity to Ptolemy, p. 

80. defeated, Si. 
Nicolaus, Herod's ambaflador at Rome, his good 
. conduct, yoi, foz. 

Nicomedes of Bithynia at war with his brother 
Ziptetes , p. 1 p. the Kings of Bithynia de- 
fended from him, ib. calls the Gauls into 
Afia, ib. builds Nicomcdia, f4- 

Nicomedes driven out of his kingdom by Mi- 
thridates, p. 300. gives his country to the 
Romans, jri. 

Nicopolis built by Pompey, p. 326". 

Nicopolis, another city fo call'd, built by Qcla- 
viantts Cafar, p. 4^0. 

Nijibis in Mefopotamia taken by Lucullus, p. 
314. 

Nixon's and Nofiradamus's prophecies compar'd 

with the Sibyils, p. 490. 
NobiHus Flaminius, his annotations on the fep- 

tuagint, p. 47. 
Nobles, call'd friends by the Macedonian Kingsj 

p. 206. (not.e.) 
Nomad, the wandering Arabs fo call'd, p. 170. 
Nomoi, the provinces of Egypt fo call'd, p. 2.07, 

278. .(not. 1 .) 
Northumbrians, why fo call'd in ancient times ? 

p. 187, (not. a .) 
Numbers, tranflation of, a pafTage in that book 

corrected, p. 143. » 
O. 

Oath of fidelity required by Herod, p. 478. re- 
fus'd by the Jews, ib. again, ^03. 

OElapla, an edition of the Bible fo call'd, p. 42. 

Oclavia, illus'd by her husband Antony, p.44i 4 
446. divorced by him, 447. 

Oilawius Cn. a Roman ambaflador, andanceftor 
of Augufius, murder'd at Laodicea, p. ljy. 

Qtlavius, afterwards Augufius, born, p. 343. 
an oracle concerning his birth, 344. adapted 
by Gafar^ 386". his proceedings on news of 
his death, ib. outwits Antony, 380"$ 387. 
his youth , ib. his quarrel with Antony , 
Vol. II. 3 



446. feveral reafons for ir, ib. the confuls 
againft him, 447. deftioys Antony's reputa- 
tion, 448. declares war againft Cleopatra, 
ib. builds Nicopolis, and why, 47-0. beats 
Antony atAtJium, ib. bis great expedition, 
4f ?. rejects Antony's fubmiffive offers of 
peace, 45- f. his craelty to Antony's fons and 
friends, 45-7. views Alexander the Great's. 
body,4y8. his contemptuous faying of Apis 
the god of the Egyptians, ib. generofity to 
Herod, 460. the contenders for the Parthi- 
an empire apply to him, 46*. his triumphs 
and honours, 462. he has the Roman em- 
pire put into his hands by the fenace, 4-of. 
has the name of Auguftus, ib. 

Oenmthe, the mother of Ptolemy Philometor'a 
minions, kill'd, p. 93. 

Olthaces, King of Colchis, taken prilorrer by 
Pompey, p. 3 28. led in triumph before him, 
ibid. 

Omar, the caliph, commands the library at A- 
lexandria to be deftroy'd, p. 13. 

Onias thefecond, fucceaisMa-nafeb the High- 
prieft, p. j-p. his dulneis and mak-admini- 
ftration, 60, 83. his covetoufnefs, ib. 

Onias the third, his grandfon, High-prieft, p. 
xoi. depofites Hyrca-nus's treaftine in the 
Temple, 1 14. boughtout by his brother Jx- 
fon, 121. put to death at Arittoch^ I 27, K . 

Onias, his fon, flies to Egypt,, p. 173 . is high- 
ly favoured by the King, 206. builds a tem- 
ple there, 207. ferviceable to Queen ■Cleo- 
patra, zt$. 

Onion in Egypt built by Onias the Jewish High- 
prieft there, p. 208. 

■Onkelos, his Ghaldce paraph-rale upon the :law, 
413. his the firft paraphrafe in order of 
place, 416. at Gamaliel's funeral, ib. his 
paraphrafe the bell, ib. 

Opimius, wine call'-d from his cori&Khip, its 
excellence and age, p. 24P. 

Oracles fail after the coming of Ghrift, p. 
if 7 . 

Grigen, his edition of the verfions of thefcri- 
ptures,p.4i. corrects thefe'ptuagimt, 42,4 3. 
a fcheme of his edition of tho^e verfions, 42. 
his pains about fhefeptuagint, ib. ■ the Greek 
'marks he made ufe-of, 43 . why call'd Ada- 
mant ius, 44. what reroainsof his-edilJoft, 4f . 

Orodes, King of P^rthia, fciffs his' fether^ T p. 
3f4- and brother, 'pff.- fends -to Vrdjfus, 
to know why he made war upon him, 36"o. 
kills 'His -general after his victory -Over Craf- 
fus, $62.. claps P.otnpey's ambaflador in 
chains, 36P. runs ma?d, 403. makes his 
eldeft and worft -fon King, 432. mardei'd 
fey him, ib. 433. 

Qmjius, an -error in him Corrected, p. 223 . 

Q/aees, the Parthian general, routed and kill'd 
by Caffius, p. 364. 

Qfivy, the Saxon King, his faying of St. Peter's 
Keys, p. 18S. 

L 1 1 I Pacorus? 
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Pacorus , fon of the Parthian King, his war 
with Antony, p. 3Pf. routed by Fentidius, 
403 . his character and death, ib . 

Pale/line, what that countrey was, p. 84. 

Palmyra, an account of it , p. 393. fadmor, 
its fcripture name, ib. its great trade, 3P4. 

Paneas, battel of, between the Syrians and E- 
gyptians, p. pf . 

Papias, bifhop, introduces the millenarian opi- 
nion, p. 488. 

Partbia, Kings of, great tyrants, p. 69. their 
fucceffion, 223. 

Parthians, rout and take Demetrius King of 
Syria, p. 123. their limits, ib. 

Patrick, St. fent to convert the Irijh, p. 186. 

Patroeles, general for Antiochus Soter, cut off 
with his army by the Bithynians, p. 18. 

Patroclus, Ptolemy's admiral, puts the poet So- 
tades to an uncommon death, p. f i- 

Paul of thebais , the founder of monkery , p. 
. 283. 

Pergamus , library of, given to Cleopatra by 
Antony, p. 13. how it came to be a king- 
dom, f3- the end of it, 23d. 

Perfeus, King of ' Macedon, his marriage, p. 1 16. 
overthrown by the Romans, 1 3 f . 

Peftilenceand famine in Judaa, p. 468. 

Petronius routs Candace Queen of Aithiopia, p. 

472" 0 
Phoenicia, what that countrey was, p. 84. 
Pharifees difoblige Hyrcanus, p. iff . are po- 
pular, 160. an account of them, ib. their 
opinions, z6f, feq. conceited of their 
holinefs, 2.66. pride and numbers, ib. in 
what they differed from the Herodians, 286, 
in favour with Queen Alexandra, 310. their" 
revenge on their perfecutors, 311. perfecu T 
ted by Herod, 5-03. 
Pharnaces, fon of Mithridates , made King by 
his army, p- 3 3f- fubmits to Pompey, 344. 
made Kingof Bofphorus by him, ib., makes 
war on the Romans, 376. routs Domitius 
Calvinus, ib. routed by C afar , 378. 
Pbarfalia, battel of, p. 368. 
Pbams oS Egypt finifhed, p. 7. a defcription 

^ (not.".)' .8. ■ ■ 

Philadelphia built, where Rabbah&Qoa, p. 61. . 
l Philammon murders Queen Arfnoe, p. pi- mur 7 
; >i dered himfelf, P3. 
Phila, wife of Demetrius , poifons herfelf for 

his misfortunes., p. 4. 
Philett$rus the eunuch, founder of the king-; 
. dotn-of Pergamus, his death, p. f 3. \ 
Philip, King of Macedon, leagues, with AntioA 
djt<s againll .the .young King Ptolemy ' Epi- 
ii&frSMSv-p. P3. ; overthrown by the Romans, 
P7>5»8- ' i 
. Philip,, fojn, of Antificbtis Grypus, his conteft for 
the Syrian empire, p. 2p8. vanquilhes his 



brother Demetrius, 302. takes and lofes Da- 
mafcus, 303, 304. 
Philippi, battel of, p-3Pi- 
Philo, his account of the feptuagint, p. 24. 
confuted, 32. elder than Jofephus, 274. 
hyperbolizes, 27P. (not. d .) 281. (not. 1 .) 
when he went ambaflador to Rome, 282. his 
account of Pontius Pilate, f 1 6. 
Pbraates, King of Partbia, routed by Antiochus 
Sidetes, p. 23S. routs and flays him, 259. 
marries his daughter, ib. his imprudence , 
343. is routed and killed, ib. 
Pbraates, another King of Partbia, makes 
peace with Pompey, p. 32.J-. refufes an alli- 
ance with Mithridates, ib. killed by his 
fons, 3f4. 

Pbraates, fon of Or odes , made King of Par- 
tbia, p. 432. his cruelty, ib. murders his 
father, 43 3 . his conteft with Ttiridatcs, 46 1 , 
472. marries an Italian woman, and is go- 
verned by her, 477. poifoned by her, ib. 
Pictures forbidden to the Jews, p. 143. (not.*.) 
Pilate, Pontius, his wicked character, p. f 16. 
Pifo, Cn. poifons Germanicus , p. fif. kills 

himfelf, j-16. 
Pliny, what he writes of the EJfcnean Jews, p. 
28 1 . 

Plancus provoked by Cleopatra, to defert Anto- 
*•>■» P-447- 

Plutarch, an error in the tranflation corrected, 

p. 228. (not. d .) 
Polemon made King of Pontus by Auguftus, p. 

481. his fon made King of Armenia, p. fij". 
Pollio, a friend to Herod, p. 474. entertains 
his fons, ib. 

Poly bins, his agreement with Jofephus, as to 
Antiochus Epiphanes's death, p. 15*7. his ad- 
vice to Demetrius the Syrian prince at Rome, 
176". the end of his hiftory, 213. fome ac- 
count of him, ib. 
Polycrates, minifter to Ptolemy Epiphanes, his 

wifdom, p. 1 if. 
Polysenidas, Antiochus's admiral, beaten by the 
Romans, p. iof, 106. beats the Rbodians, 
ibid. 

Pompey born, p. 292. fent to fuccecd Lucul- 
lus in Afia, 22.?- routs Mithridates, and 
builds Nicopoiis, 2,2.6. decides the conteft: 
between Tigranes and his fon, 32.7. fubdues 
the Albanians and Iberians, 32.8. Colchis, ib. 
the Syrian empire, 329. twelve Kings attend 
on him, 331. calls princes to. an account, 333. 
Jewifh ambafladors with- him, ib. difpofes 
of kingdoms, 334. enters. Jud<ea, 338. re- 
ceives the news of Mitbridatcs's death there, 
339. takes Jerufalem, 342. prophanes-the 
temple, and. does. not profper after it, 343. 
his great donatives to thefoldicrs, 344. his 
fpeech to the fenate, .and triumph, 3 45-. 
routed by Cafav, and flies in difguife, . 368. 
his flight to E'.ypty.. 2,69- he is kill'd,. ib. 
Pompey^ fons' and party deftroyed, p. 441 . 

Pontifex 
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Pontifex Maximus, how long the Roman Em- 

perours enjoy'd that office, p. 48a. 
Pontus, kingdom of, founded, p. 2.47. fuc- 

ceffion of the, Kings, ib. 
Popillius , the Roman ambaflador to Antiochus 

Epiphanes, his bold treatment of that prince, 

p. r?f. 

Porphyry well acquainted with the fcriptures , 
p. 37. owns the full completion of Daniel's 
prophecies, 162. a bitter enemy to the 
fcriptures, 160. 

Porus, King of India, his embafly to Auguflus, 
p. 478. his piefents, 470. 

Predeftination, opinions of it held by the Jews-, 
Z62, & feq. 

Premnis, city of ^Ethiopia , garrifoned by the 
Romans, p. 472. 

Prienians, their honefty, p.zoi. 

Priefts, Jewifh, their fteady conilancy admired 
by Pompey, p. 342. 

Prophecies, Sibylline, of Chrift before his com- 
ing, p. 485. others, 48p. again, 450. 

Prophecies, fome not to be underftood till ful- 
filled, p. 162. various kinds, 2f<5. when 
they began and ceas'd, ib. 

Prophets, when firft read in the Jewifh. Syna- 
gogues, p. 36, 143, 208. 

Profelytes among the Jews, two forts of them, 

Provinces, the Roman empire divided into two 
parts, 4d6- imperial and fenatorial, ib. 

Punick war, the beginning of it, p. f 3. the 
fecond ended, 54, 212. 

Ptolema'ida married to Demetrius, p. 4. 

Ptolemais, built where Ace flood, p. 61. fur- 
render'd to Antiochus the Great, 80. Jona- 
than tempted by the offer of it to his de- 
ft-ruction, 2ip. taken by Tygranes, 2\6. 

Ptolemy Soter , forms a conspiracy againft 
Demetrius, p. 4. marries a daughter to 
him, ib. aflbciates his Ton, 7. his death 
and character, p. his learning, 12. 

Ptolemy Philadelphus , aflbciated by his father, 
p. 7. fucceeds his father, ib. improves his 
father's library, 12. puts Demetrius the 
prefident of it in prifon, 16. marries his filler 
Arfinoe, 18. has the leptuagint tranflated, 
22., & feq. fends ambafladors to Rome, fo, 
his generofity to the Roman ambafladors, ib. 
his war wixhAfagas and Antiochus Soter, j-,z. 
his contrivance to bring the trade of the eaffc 
to Alexandria , f6. his fleet, ib'. his war 
with Antiochus ftheus, fj. his liberality to 
Aratus of ' fSicj one, f8. curious in ftatues^ 
60. his death, 61. and character, ib. his 
immenfe riches, 6z. ! 

Ptolemy Ceraunus deprived of "the fucceffioii 
by Philadelphus, p. 7. flies, to Seleucus, ib'. 
murders Seleucus; 17. his wickednefs and 
death, 18. ,., , J 

Ptolemy .Euergetes, the trick he put on the Ai 
thenidns for their original books, p. 12. puti 



his brother Lyfimachus to death, 61. his 
victories in Afia, 64. and booty, ib. why 
named Euergetes, ib. facrifices at Jerufalem, 
ib. prefers Jofeph the Jew, <5p, 70. his 
death, yf. 

Ptolemy Philopator fucceeds Euergetes, p. 7f • 
his murders, ib. wickednefs, 79. \\f\tsje- 
rufalem, 83. denied entrance into the holy 
of holies, ib. his difhonourable peace with 
Antiochus, 84. his decree againft the Jews, 
8f . ufes them cruelly, 86. he favours them, 
87. a rebellion againft him, Sp. his wick- 
ednefs, po. his death, p2. 
Ptolemy Epiphanes fucceeds him, p. p2- a league 
againft him, P3. put under the tuition of 
the Romans, P4. a guardian fet over him 
by them, ib. a plot againft him, 100. his 
inthronization, ib. poifons his faithful mini- 
fter Ariflomenes, 1 14. 
Ptolemy Philometor, the five books of Mofes de- 
dicated to him, p. 23. fucceeds his father, 
116. almoft conquer'd by Antiochus Epipha- 
nes, 130. his cowardice, ib. depofed to 
make room for his brother, 132. 

Ptolemy Euergetes fecond, p. 132. call'd alfo 
Phyfconfxb. the two brothers join together 
againft Antiochus, 133. they owe their king- 
dom to the Romans, 12 f. they fall out be- 
tween themfelvcs, 174. Philomet or comes 
to Rome a foot, ib. matters adjufled between 
him and Phyfcon by the Romans, 17 f- Phyf- 
con at Rome, 176. Philomctor\ ambaflador 
ordered to depart Rome, 179. Phyfcon's 
male-adminiftration, and Philometor's benig- 
nity, 201 . Philo?netor's goodncls to Phyfcon, 
ib. Philometor kind to the Jews, 206. re- 
ftores Demetrius to the kingdom of Syria, 212. 
dies of his wounds, ib. Phyfcon marries his 
wife, and murders her fon, 213, 214. his 
wickednefs,^. 22p. his deformity, 231. his 
cruelty, 240. forced to fly, ib. murders his 
fon, 242. his cruel murder of another fon, ib. 
grows merciful, 243. his death, 2yd,,, 

Ptolemy Lathyrus. vide Latbyrus. - . 

Ptolemy Apion, King of Cyrene, gives his kirjg- 

, dom to the^Romans, p. 312. 

Ptole?ny Auletes, Lathyrus's natural fon made 
King of Egypt, 3251. his effeminacy ib. 

■ pays C<sfar fix thoufand talents, j4p r: , ill 
ujed at.Romc, .3 £ 1 . re ftore<3 b$ Gt&t&usand 
'. Antony, 3'f 6. puts 'his daughter to.deatff, ib. 
. dies,. 364V, ; ; v <=• • _ * r , • 

Ptolemy Neos, King of Cyprus, p- 347-" - ; ^po- 
fed by the fenate of Rotne % 34P. poifons 

, hinifelf, 2jo. his riches, ib. 

Ptqfemy, - brother and husband to Cleopatra, af- 
~ Xociated with, her in trie kingdom of Egypt, 
by their father Auletes, ,3 5 jr.. . murdersPea*- 

."' fey, ',3<5p. C.rfar gives the , caufe 'bietween 
him and his ilfter againft him, 372. dawned, 

.,37<y.': • r -rjiii . . ] ■ 

Ptolemy, his brother;, made a, nominaj, King 
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by C<efar, p. 375. poifoned by Cleopatra, 
390. 

Ptolemy Macron, brib'd by Menelaus, has the 
Jewifh deputies murdered, up. a rev'olter 
from the King of Egypt, ib. in favour with 
the King of Syria, ib. his advice to perfe- 
cute the Jews, 137. grows a friend to them, 

l<s r- 

Ptolemy, fon of Abubus, and fon- in-law to Si- 
mon the Jem, murders him, and two of his' 
fons, p. 232. flies, ib. 

Ptolemy, prince of Cbakis, kills his fon for love 
of Alexandra a Jew, p. 3P2. 

Pyrrbus, King of Epirus , in the confederacy 
againft Demetrius, p. 4. made King by D<f- 
metrius's army, driven out of /ta/y by 
the Romans, fo. fiain, yi. 

Qi 

fjhieflor, treafarertothei?tfw««afmy, hiso'ffice, 
p. 236. 

Qumtilis, the month of y«/y fo cail'd, p. 383. 



Rabbah, cail'd alfo Philadelphia, taken by the 

Syrians, p. 81. 
Rabbinifts, for the Talmud To cail'd, p. 

264. 

i?a/«j, petty Kings ot India in Aiiguftus's time, 

0. 478. their defendants tributary to the 

Mogul to this day, *£. 
Rap%ta, battel of, between the Kings of 

arid tfjrai, p. 82. Ptolemy Epipbanes mar- 

ry'd there, ibt. 
Raphon, battel of, between Maccdbatis 

arid the Syrians, p. 170. 
.StfZKr the his rnitrritable coOrage, p. IP4/ 

Red-fea, now ■far from the mediterranean, p-' 

4f2. 

Rbinbcotura, a great trrart of the Syrians, p. 

Rhodes taken by the Saracens, p. 74. 

Rhodians, their fordid practice, p: 74. reward- ; 
ed by the Romdrts fovbezcingHanftibltl, tod, 
to'8. ' 

&obes, theHigh-^prieft's, the manner of keep-' 
ing<t?hem, p. ido. 1 ' 

Kotoariffts, their H^afn pretences 'to Mfefflbfary* 
:p! ijb. their church abommtably<6rrupte« 
many centuries ago, 2f8. errors abbtjrt the 
.Effenednjiws, 282. 

KotXahs bagV tbjgrow iathdus, p. yo. fend 
ambafladorsi:b<^?*a ib. t$~e^encrbfity.,of 
«heh-atribarlaelbrSj V*. rewarded bytSleYfc- 
iiatc, yi . undertake the'taijtion of Ptvlcmy 

yn^r$tt'Tx&hri&ei.)$&.' ibrce'bim toJjeg 
. - Vp^ace, " 107: tn^ tewarU tfterr 'confede- 
rates with Antiocbus's provinces, 108: cheir, 
i dbrn$riMSh in Jfcd Tectkrd , W. their J com-i 
manding embafly to Antiochus Epiphanes to 



give peace to Egypt, 13^. declare tke Jews 
their friends, lpj\ their generous proceed- 
ing towards thofe that murder'd their arnbtof- 
fador in Syria, 1 98 . favour an irripbftor in 
Gappadocia, 200. and another in Syria, 
20 y. fetters from them to the Eaftern 
Kings, in favour of the Jews, zi€. fend 
ambarladors to infpecr. the affairs df their al- 
lies in the Eaft, 230. their fobrifety and 
moderation, ib. they feize on the kingdom 
of Pcrgamus, 236. their decree in favour of 
the Jews, 244. make the Cyreneans free, ipiJ, 
2P7. the Kings of Bhhynia and Cappadociu- 
implore their protection, and have it- 300. 
they begin the Mithridatick War With m i'ac- 
cefs, ib. maflacred in Afia by order of Mi- 
thridates , 302. feize on Nicomedia, 311. 
and Cyrene, 312. ill treat rhe princes of Sy- 
ria, 313. their conquefts in the Baft, 327, 
fj? feq . make the Syrian empire a province, 
52P. their empire, how enlarged by Poiu- 
pey, 34y. their injuftice to Ptolemy King of 
Cyprus, 34P, 3yo. their Parthian war unjust, 
3fp. the end of their commonwealth, 4<5y. 
Riifinus, his account of the mother arid her.ie- 
ven fons martyrs , p. 141. an 'error in him 
about the word Maccabeus, 144. 

S. 

Sabbath, a great number of Jews kill'd, be- 
caiife they \vcu*d not defend themfelyes up- 
on it, p. 141. laws made to allow defence 
on it, ib. thettric* keeping of it fomttimes 
fatal xo^hc'J'eWs, 342. 

Sacrifices , no living -creatures offer'd by the 
Egyptians, and others of the ancients, p. 11. 

Sa'dducees, their rife andherefy, p. f3- .grow 
lip to it gradually, 2f2, 262. an aocbtfnt of 
them, i6r,&c. Epicurean delfts, ib . own 
-brtly the five books of Mofes, 262. arefew, 
and of -quality, ' i'o^. 

Sadoc, fcholar of Jbitigonus of Socio., the foun- 
der ofthe te&ofthe Saddtictes, p. f4, zfei. 

Sallams thb Jennt's crtricifms on Scaliger, p. 
24f. onjofepbus, 2^3. (riot.' 3 .) 

Salome, Her^s. fifter, her treachery to hep 
husband,, p. 466. 'her death, ft 4. 

Samaria., 'takeb and raz'd by Byr cartas, p. if}. 

-'Samaria, rebuilt by Herod, and cail'd Scb,ajle, 

-' 'p. 46% 46 8. 

'Samaritans, their felfe ^Kngs with the Jews, 

; 'j 3"8 . difown •God ifhd his worlhip top/leafc 
■AHtHWus Epiphanes, ib. their advocates put 
to dczftby'Ptoiemy Philometor, 20p. 1?heir 
religion, 26" 1 . founder than the Jews about 
a futUre'frate and the refufrection, 263. 

■Satneas, thc"Jew, his propherick faying oPHe- 
■r1dd, -p. 3'7p. • - 

Sanhedrims, two kinds of them among the Jews, 
- z6 .'(nBtJfO- more erected by the 

Saracens 
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Saracens deftroy'd all libraries, p. 4f . 

Sardis "taken by Seieucus, p. 17. 

Sarpedon, general for Demetrius, defeated by 
the ufurper gryphon's army, p. 2.11 • 

Saturn, his worfhip fore'd upon the Egyptians 
by "the Ptolemy*, p. 1 r . 

Sodliger, Jofeffy, his blunders corrected, p. 24^. 

Scape-goat eaten by the Saracens-, p. z. 

Scepter departing from Judah, how that pro- 
phecy was fulfilled in Chrift's coming, p. 
fiz. 

Scheme to know when Eafier will fall any 

year, p. ipi. 
Schoolmen, chriftian, ftudy .Ariflotle from a 

Saracen tranflation, p. 230. 
Scipios, Lucius and Africanus, fent againft ^/z- 

tfaa&w A&<? G/W, p. io<5. overthrow him, 

107. 

Scipio, Publius Africanus, junior, his err.bafly 
to Egypt, &c. and attendance, p. 230. how 
he receiv'd the King of Syria's prelents in 
Spain, 22 6". 

Scopas, the JEtolian, revolts to the Egyptians, 
p. of. commands their army, ib. taken and 
ftripp'd by Antiochus, ib. his treafonable 
plot againlt Ptolemy, 99- put to death, 100. 
Scotia, Ireland fo call'd, p. 188. (not. d .) when 

that name was given to North-Britain, ib. 
Scribes, the fame as doctors of the Jewifh law, 

p. 2, 267. chiefly of the Pharifees, ib. 
Scribonius, an impoftor, put to death in Bofpho- 

rus, p. 48 r. 
Scriptures tranflated, 22, 24, ?f, 37, 40, 41. 

(not. '.) heathen authors well acquainted 

with them, 24, 37. tranflated by the pa- 

pifts in oppofition to the proteftants , 39. 

(not. <•'.) 

Sebaftc, Samaria fo call'd by Herod, p. 468. 
Selene, wife of Antiochus Grypus, flain by Ti- 

granes, p. 316. her inceft, ib. 
Seleucia feiz'd by the Egyptians, p. 78. reco- 

yer'd by the Syrians, 79. made a free city 

by Pompey, 332. 
Seieucus, his companion for Demetrius, p. f . 

his forces beaten by him, ib. his generous 

treatment of him when his prifoner, 6. 

takes Sardis from Lyfimachus, 1 7. routs and 

kills him , ib. . murder'd by Ptolemy Cerau- 

*us, ib. 

Seieucus Callinicus, how he came to fucceed his 
father Antiochus Theus, p. 62. fhipwreck'd, 
64. a column relating to him in Oxford, 6f . 
routed by Antiochus his brother^ 66. defeats 
him, 67. taken prifoner by Arfaces, 68. 
his death, and children, 72. 

Seieucus Ceraunus, hisfon, fucceeds him, p. 72. 
poifon'd, 73. 

Seieucus Philopator fucceeds his father Antiochus 
the Great, p. 114. lends his Con Demetrius 
to Rome, and why, 117. ispoifbn'd, ib. 

Seieucus, fon of Demetrius, murder'd by his mo- 
ther, p. 246". 
Vol. II. 



Seieucus, fon of Antiochus Grypus, fucceeds him* 

p. Z96. burnt, 2p8. 
Seieucus CybiofacJes, who> he was, p.308. put 
. to death by his wife, '3f 1. 
SetmacJierib^ the Affyrian King, Jewifh dn- 
. £tors defcehded from him, p. 410. 
Septuagint, an account of the tranflating it, p. 
13,21. &.feq. an older tranflation of the 
fcriptures, 24, 38. the feveral authors that 
wrote of the miraculouftiefs of it confuted , 
2.7, 6? fiq. only five emplby'd in that tran- 
flation of the bible, 30. the opinion of 
learned men againft it, ib. true caufe of ma- 
king it, 3f, 36. not tranflated at once^ ib. 
208. in the Alexandrian dialect, 36. ne- 
glected, ib. fpreads, 37. a tranflation in 
oppofition to it, 39. faulty, 40, 41 • Ori- 
gin's pains about it, ib. &c. the law moft 
exactly tranflated , 43. editions of it , 4f. 
three principal ones, ib. modern onesj ib. 
46. Alexandrian copy of it in St. James's 
library the belt, 47. the Vatican the next, 
87. tranflated by the Jews of Egypt, p. 208. 
Sepulchres of the Jewifh Kings ddcribed, p- 

S.erapeum, a temple at Alexandria built by the 

Ptolemy's, p. 12. 
Serapis, image of, brought to Egypt, p. 9. mi- 
ftaken for the patriarch Jpfeph, 10. firft 
worfhipped in Sinope, 9, 11. brings a new 
way of worfhip into Egypt,- ib. 
Seres, their ambafl'adors at Rome, their long jour- 
ney, p. 46S. the Chinefe fo call'd, ib. firft 
make filk as now made, ib. 
Servant, Hebrew, what was paid for redempti- 
on of one, p. 32, 33. 
Servitude abhorr'd by the Effenes, p. 280. 
Sextilis, month of, call'd Atiguftus, p. 462. 
Ships, great ones, built by Ptolemy Philadel- 

phus, p. f 6. 
Shammah, a Jewifh doctor of the Sanhedrims, 
why fpared by Herod, p. 41 o, 411. his dif- 
ference with HUlel, 412. 
Sibylls, wicked, p. 490. fictions and impo- 

llures relating to their oracles, ib. & fey. 
Sibylline oracles preferv'd by Augufius , p. 483. 
what the Sibylls were, ib. their books de- 
ftroy'd, 484, 48f . others put in their place, 
486. when all were utterly deftroy'd^ 487. 
falfify'd by a chriftian, ib. &c. 
Sights, Arrange ones in the air at Jerufalem, p. 
iz9- 

Silk, firft made by the Chinefe , p. 468. its 
value at firft, ib. how, and when firft made 
in the weft, ib. the ancients odd notion of 
the growth of it, ib. (not.".) 
Silo, Ventidiiis's lieutenant in Paleftine, his ava- 
rice and double dealing, p. 400. 
Simeon, prefident of the Sanhedrim when Chrift 

was born, p. 41 r. 
Simeon, fon of Gamaliel, perifh'd with Jem fa- 
Um, p. 41 1. 

Mm m m Simon, 
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Simon, father, corre&cd, p. 431- 
Simon the Juft, alterations on his death, p. z. 
Simon, fon ot Onias' the fccond, {iicoeeds him 
in the priefthoodj p. 83. his death, 101. 

Simon made govcrnour of the temple, p- i i<S- 
his quarrel with the High-prieft Onias, ib. 

Simon, brother of Judas Maccabeus , his fuc- 
cc&inGafiiee, p. 167. takes Bethfura, 217. 
he rules in the place of his brother Jonathan, 
zip. his ambafladors well receiv'd at Rome, 
220. is made free foyereign prince of the 
Jews,.zzi, 224. tzkeGazara, 222. (not. '.) 
and the citadel of 'Jerufalem, ib. murdcr'd, 
with two of his fons, by the treafon of his 
fon-in-law, 252. 

Siracides, when he publifhed his book of Eccle- 
fiafticus, p. 34. 

SixUis Quint us, pope, his edition of the feptu- 
agint, p. 4<J. 

Smyrnians, their flattery of Stratonice, p. f f . 
their league with the Magnefians in favour 
of Seleucus, <Sf . they, raife a column to com- 
memorate it, ib. that column now in Ox- 
ford, ib. join with thofe of Lampfacus a- 
gainft Antiocbus the Great, 98. 

Socrates, his name abus'd by Sodomites, p. f 2. 

Sodalities at Rome, what they were, p. 286. 

Solymius, the put his daughter to bed to 

his brother, p. 112. 

Sortes Virgilian* and Praneftina , what they 
were, p. 48 o\ 

Sofibius, the friendmip he is faid to have had 
for the Jews, p. 22. 

Sofibius, minifter to Ptolemy Philopator, his 
cruelty, p. Jf. his wickedncis, 70. puts 
Queen Arfinoe to death, 90. refigns the 
miniftry, 91 ■ call'd the long liver, 93. his 
character, ib. 

Sofibius, his fon, made guardian to Ptolemy's 
fon, p. 93- 

Softhenes, the Macedonian, defeats the Gauls, 
p. 19. his death, 49. 

Sotades, a lewd fatyrick poet, put to death, for 
libelling Ptolemy Pbiladelpbus, p. jr. 

iS/zVifO bums the Sibylline books, and the tem- 
ple of Apollo, p. 487. 

Stones, polluted, of the altar laid up, p. 1 f 4. 

Strabo, the geographer, vifits the flatue of 
Memnon, p. 48 o. his account of it, ib. 
when he wrote, ib. 

Stratoris tower, call'd C a/area by Herod, p. 
468, 473. 

Stratonice, how her husband Seleucus came to 
give her to his fon, p. 6. 

Stratonice, one of Mitbridates's belov'd miftref- 
fes, yields xoPompey, p. 336. that King's 
revenge, 337. 

Suetonius, what he writes of prophecies of our 
Saviour's coming, p. 492. 

Surenas, the Partisan general, routs and kills 
Craffus, p. 362. kill'd himfelf by the Par- 
thian King, ib. his chara&er, ib. 



Supralapfariansj, how they agree with thejew- 
ifli Effenes about free-will-and predeftinatron, 
p. 268. 

Sylla fent againft Mithridates, p. 303: takes 
Athens, ib. obtains three victories over Mi- 
tbidates's generals, 304. concludes a treaty 
with him, and why, tof. feizes the works 
of Arijlotle for his own ufe, 306. makes a 
fecond peace with Mithridates, 307. 
Syllaus, the Arabian^ his treachery to the Ro- 
mans, p. 471. Herod refufes him his filter, 
498. fets Augufius againft Herod, 499 . con- 
demn'd by him, and beheaded, foi. 
Symmachus translates the Old Teftament , and 

why, p. 40. his method in it, ib. 
Synagogue, its worfhip, what it wasj p. 142. 

how the men and women fit in it, 379. 
Synope made a free city by Lucullus, p. 3 17. 
Synopfis Sacra Scriptura, a book fo call'd, a- 

foib'd to Athanafius, p. 238. 
Syria, cities of, aflume, their liberty, p. 292. 

made a Roman province, p. 329. 
Syriac verfion of the Bible ftill in ufe, p. 37. 
its antiquity, ib. faid to be quoted by St. 
Paul, 38. 

Syrians expel the race of the Seleucida?, and chufe 
Tigranes, King of Armenia, their King, pv 
307, 308. 

T. 

'Tacitus, what he fays of prophecies about our 

Saviour's coming, p. 492. 
Tadmor, Palmyra lb called inferipture, p. 393. 
and now, 394. a defcription of it, and its 
great trade, ib. 
Talents, Euboic and Attick, reduced to Roman 

money, p. 107. (not. u .) 108. 
Talmud, the feptuagint tranflation not menti- 
oned in it, p. 39. a quotation out of it, 2y6. 
when publiihed, 264. divifions about it, ib. 
Talmud, Babylonifh, when compofed , p. 424. 

Jerufalem, when compofed, ib. 
Targums, Chaldee paraphrafes on the Bible, why 
fo called, p. 41 3. how many forts of them 
are now extant, 41 f , 422. fpeak of Chrift, 
427, &c. probably read by our Saviour, 
426. their antiquity, 427. 
Targum, Jerufalem, agrees with the New Te- 

ftament, p. 42 1 . 
Tatian, his account of Berofus, p. ff. 
Temple of the Lord , the cry of a Jewifli fa- 
ction, p. 410. Herod cuts them of, ib. 
Temple of Jerufalem, the Sept of it not to be 
profaned, p. 83. defil'd by Antiochus Epi- 
phanes, 131. deftroyed, 1 36. dedicated to 
Jupiter Olympins by the Syrians , 139. be- 
gun to be built a- new by Herod, 479. nine- 
teen years before Chrift, ib. . buiiding in our 
Saviour's time, 480. 
Temple of Samaria dedicated to Jupiter, p. 
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Temple in Egypt, not own'd by the Jews at 
)Jerufakm, p. 145. when built, 207. the 
feptuagint favours it, 208. 

Temples to be rever'd in all religions j p. 21. 
an extraordinary one intended at Alexandria 
by Ptolemy, for Arfinoe his wife^ 66. 

Teridates an attempt againft him, occafions the 
lofs of Parihia to Antiochus, p. j-S. 

Teftament, Old, the bell Vernon of it, p. 38. 

Itetrapla , an edition of the Bible fo called, p. 
■41. 

Texts of the Bible quoted from the Chaldee 
paraphrafe by our Saviour, p. 426". 

Thebes in Egypt ruined by Ptolemy Lathyriis, p. 
308. 

Thecla, a noble Egyptian lady, wrote the St. 

James's copy of the feptuagint, p. 47. 
Thermufa, an Italian woman, marries Phraates 

King of Parthia, p. 477. poifons him, ib. 
Theocritus the poet favoured by Ptolemy, p. 61 . 
Theedotion tranflates the fcriptures, and why, 

p. 40. his method in it, ib. 
Theodotus, governour of Baclria, makes him- 

felf King, p. f 8. 
Theodotus, his fon, fucceeds him, and leagues 

vrith Arfaces , p. 66. driven out by Euthy- 

demus, 00. 

Theodotus the JEtolian, governour of Ccele-Sy- 
ria, betrays it to the Syrians, p. jq. and 
why, ib. his courage, 82. 

Theodotus the rhetorician, his advice to Ptole- 
my to kill Pompey, p. 36P. 

Therapeutic, profeffion among the Effenes, what 
it was, p. 277. 

Thoas the JEtolian, his embafly to engage An- 
tiochtis the Great in a war with the Romans, 
p. 103. he flies for it, 108. 

Tiberius, born three months after his mother 
was married to Oclavius C<efar, p. 407. the 
firft action he was employ'd in, 477. Au- 
guflus marries him to his daughter Livia, 
4Pf. does not like him, ib; retires to 
Rhodes, and lives privately, foo. returns to 
Rome, f 10. adopted by Auguftus, ib. the 
commencement of his reign, as in Luke, 
j- 1 4. (not.".) f 16. his bad character, f 18. 

Tigers, when firft brought from .India, p. 
47°- . - - ' '. . 

Tigranes reftored to the kingdom of Armenia 
by the Parthia'ns, zs>j. expels Ariobarza- 
nes King of Cappadpcia, 300. chofen King 
of Syria, 308." builds Tigranocerta , 311. 
the methods- he-took to people it , and his 
countrey, ib. he neglects Mithridates, 31 f. 
puts Selene, widow of Antiochus Grypus and 
Antiochus Eufebes, to death, 316. his pride, 
ib. affronts Lucullus, 317. leagues with 
Mithridates againft the Romans, 322. his 
vail army routed by Lucullus 's very fmall onej 
ib. routed again by Lucullus, 324. defeats 
his fon Tigranes, 316. puts a price on Mi- 
thridates^ head, and fubmits in a bafe. man- 
ner to Pompey, 327* , 



Tigranes, his fon, refutes Pompey's decifion 
and is a part of his triumph, p. 327. •' 

Tigranes made King in the place df his brother 

Artaxias, p. 477. 
■Tigranocerta,' when and where built, p. 311, 
317. (not. k .) taken by Lucullus, 323. redu- 
ced to a village, ib. 

Timarchus, tyrant of Miletus , flain by Antio- 
chus Theus, p. j-j-. 

Timotheus, a perfecutor of f he Jews , routed, 
p. if t. again, and flain, i«6. 

Timotheus, his fort, undertakes the war againft 
the Jews, p. 166. routed and taken prifo- 
ner, 170. 

Tiridates contefts the crowri of Parthia with 

Phraates^ 461, 4.JZ. 
Titius, formerly of Sextus Pompeius's party, 

puts him to ddath , p. 442. hated by the 

Romans for it, ib. provoked by Cleopatra 

to defert Antony, p. 447. 
Tlepolemus, made minifter to Ptolemy Philopator 

by the Egyptian Council, p. pi. 
Trachonitis, countrey of, given to Herod by 

Auguftus, p. 474. the inhabitants thieves, 

4 p8. 

Trade of the eaft, how carried on by the Ty- 
rians, p. f6. by the Palmyrans, 3P4. 

Traditions, the zeal of the Pharifees for them, 
p. 265, z6j. 

Tranfmigration of fouls believed by the Pha- 
rifees, p. z6f . 

Triarius, the Rotnan general routed by Mithri- 
dates, p. 324. Pharnaces his fon routed in 
the lame place by Cafar, 378. 

Tribes, Jewifh, the names of feveral of theat 
loft when the feptuagint verfion was made , 
p. 2p. 

Triumvirate of Pompey, Craffus and Cafar, p. 
346. of Oclavius, Antony and Lepidus, 388; 
their divifioh of the empire, jpo". 

Troglodytes, where their cOuntrey was, p.471. 

Trypbcena murders her fifter Cleopatra in a tem- 
ple, p. 2j*r. and is put to" death by Cyzi- 
cenus her lifter's husband, 2f 2. 

Tryphon, called alfo Diodotus the Syrian, his 
defigns againft Demetrius Nicator j p. 2if* 
fets.up his brother Antiochus againft him^ 
2 1 6". takes Jonathan by treachery a 2ip. 
murders him and his matter Antiochus, 220. 
declares himfelf King of Syria± ib. 

Tyrannion, the grammarian, prcCcrvesAriftotle's 
works, p. 306". 

Tyriansj their tradej p. f6. their city deli- 
ver'd to Antiochus the Great, 80. know not 
the name Hercules , the Hercules Tyrius of 
the Greeks being a miftake, 123. (not.f.) 

V. 

Valentinian, the title of Poniifex Maximus re- 

tus'd by all his fucccflbrs, p. 482. 
Fentidius, Antony's lieutenant, defeats the Par- 
tbians, 
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Thi&is, p." 208 . .LaUeuus's folders; terrrifie,d 
^fifcrebyV defert him, ' ib. Labienus taken a^nd 
kijl'd, . ib: routs' the Parthian* again , And 
'^ays their general, h6. his exactions in Palc- 
Jtine, 400. bis victories oyer the Parthian* 
■40%.' hfs policy, ib[. .ehvy'd.by Jntony, 404- 
'tnuniphs at J?o>»f, ib. was himfelf Ied'.^n 
u^ujrnphp ib. his mean beginning , ib. out 
' of favour with 'Antony , and why, 43 2 - 
Vittorins of Linwges, bis cycle, p. 184. 
Filfah 'PuhliuS) .ambaffitdor from the Romans 
,,to Antiochus itie'Gfec.t, his cunning, p. 105. 
/^/r-g// attributes to P<?///p what was foretold-of 
Jefiis'Cbrifi, p. 400, 486. can admit of no 
juft interpretation, but as applied to theMef- 
- jiah\ 492. 
Firgiliana Sortcs, what they were, p. 4»6\ 
Virgin Mary, her. miraculous conception of our 

Saviour, p. f of . 
Virion of Serapis, feen by Ptolemy, p. p. 
C^er, archbiihop, corrected, p. iif. 

• w. 

Wedding, mirth of one fpoil'd by Jonathan, 

\V^'ippwg, the manner of it among the Jews; 

Will, ^Antony's extravagant one offends the 

,RW0M, P- 44 8 - ■ 
miliam Ruftts a great Simomack, p. 177. 
\Vinds, what they arej p. 370. (not. 1 .) 

like our trade winds, 
Women delivered the heathen oracles, p. 4po. 
Word *.«'}■ bow explained in the ChaUee pa- 

raphrafes on the bible, p. 431. 



Ximettes, cardinal, his edition of the feptuagint, 

4<S. an account of it, ib. 
Xiritstas, Antiochus the Great's general in the 

E*fo deftroyed with his army, p. 76. 



Xighares murdered by his father Mithr Mates, 
"P- : 33.7- 

Y. 

Year, a very plentiful one, p. Z4.9. 

Year, Jftfian folar, eleven minutes longer than 

the true tropical folar, p. ipz. 
Years, Julian, of what days they confift, p. 

181. ■' 
Year, Roman, what days it confifts of, p. 382. 
Year Egyptian, p. 45- 8, &c. 
Years, leap ? made, p-4fp, &c. by Augu fi 'us, 

every fourth year, 498. 



Zabdiel, King of Arabia, delivers up Antiochus 

to fryphon, p. 216. 
Zacharias, his vifion in the temple, p. yo2. 
Zadikim, Jews, why fo calPd, p. 142, 261. 
Zaretis, why Diana fo call'd, iyS. 
Zarmarus, a gymnofophift ambafiador from a 

King of India to Augufius , p. 478. burns 

himfelf in his prefence at Athens, ib. 
Zebina, Alexander, an impoitor, pretends to 

be the fon of the impollor Balas, p. 2,45. 

reigns in Syria, ib. leagues with Hyrcauus± 

ib. his good chara&er, ib. put to death, 

24P. 

Zenodorus, his exactions upon the Trachonites^ 
p. 474. 

Zenodutus oiEphefus, librarian to the Ptolemy s, 
p. 14. 

Zeuxis fent by Antiochus to beg peace of the 

Romans, p. 107. 
Zipietes, King of Bithynia, dies of joy, p. 18, 

ls> - 

Ziptetes, his fon, at war with Nicomedes his 

brother, p. ip. 
Zoilus, the critick, on Homer, hated by Pta- 
p. 61. 




